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HOUSE OF LORDS: 
SaTvRDay, May 17, 1794. 
i | +» 4s 4, MESSAGE-FROM THE oo. 
IHE Order of the Day for the Lords to be ſummoned, 
having been read, ae | a 
Lord Grenville roſe, and preſented a Meſſage from his Ma- 
jeſty. The ſame having been read, F280 "4122 
Lord Grenville moved, © That it be taken into conſidera» 
& tion on Monday.“ SC ene ee TH TOR e 
The Dule f Grafton attacked his Majeſty's miniſters, for 
bringing forward a meſſage from his Majeſty, ſtating that .the 
country was in imminent danger, and poſtponing the inveſti- 
gation of the meaſure, which they meant to oppoſe to that 
danger, for forty-eight hours. His Grace alluded to what had 
paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, and thence by compariſon 
inferred that the miniſters were deficient in that reſpect and 
attention which was due to the Houſe, and to the-dignity- of 
their Lordſhips, as forming collectively in their Parliamentary 
cone an eſſential, and at leaſt a co-equal branch of the Le- 
glllature. n e | . 
The Earl of Lauderdale concurred in opinion with the 
Noble Duke, and purſued the ſame topic, but carried it 
farther, by contending, that as a communication had been 
made to the other Houſe of Parliament, and they had aQted 
upon it, merely to ſtate the King's meſſage, and not at the 
ſame time to make the communication, was to degrade the 
dignity of the Houſe, by treating them as if they were ſeeond- 
ary, and ſubſervient to the Houſe of Commons. He aſked on 
what principle it was to be maintained, that the Houſe of 
Lords were not entitled by miniſters to the ſame reſpect as 
had been ſhewn to the Houſe of Commons? He, for one, 
ſhould expect ſome further grounds to be laid before their 
Lordſhips, before he could conſent to give his ſanction to any 
meaſure which miniſters might think proper to 3 
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The import of the meſſage was important and preſſing; the 


ſooner, therefore, the Houſe knew, and could proceed to de- 


liberate upon and diſcuſs it, the better. 


Lord Grenville roſe to juſtify himſelf and the reſt of his Ma- 
eſty's miniſters from the imputation urged againſt them by 
the Noble Duke and the Noble Earl. Far was it from their 
intentions to treat that Houſe unbecomingly, or with the 


ſmalleſt diſreſpect; nor could he conceive, that, on a fair. 


conſideration of the proceeding of that day, any ſuch inference 
was warrantable. e Noble Duke had argued, as if it had 
been the invariable practice and cuſtom, when a meſſage was 
brought down from his Majeſty, for a motion to be made 
for an Addrefs of Thanks for the ſame, and that it ſhould 


be followed up by another motion, to refolve that his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage ſhould be taken into conſideration the very 


next day of the Houſe's meeting. If the Noble Duke, 
from ſo long a ſecluſion from Parliamentary buſineſs, had 
forgot what the practice of the Houſe was, it would not 
be amiſs for the Noble Duke to reconſider the ſubject, 
and govern his political conduct accordingly. The mode 


adopted that day appeared to him to have been rather calcu- 


lated to avoid cenſure, than to provoke it. The ſubſtance of 
his Majeſty's meſſage was confeſſedly of the utmoſt import- 
ance; was it therefore a matter of blame in miniſters, that by 
the mode of proceeding adopted, they afforded their Lord- 
ſhips time for deliberation ? Had the caſe been otherwiſe, had 
they brought in the meſſage, and ſuddenly propoſed a meaſure 
upon the ſubject, the Houſe, with a much ſtronger colour of 


reaſon, might have complained of unneceſſary precipitation 


and indecent hurry. The Noble Earl had mentioned the mea- 
ſure in agitation in another place, and had choſen to ſuppoſe 


that their Lordſhips were treated as the dependants of that 
Houſe, at leaſt that miniſters meant to put them in that de- 


grading ſituation. The Noble Earl well knew, that no ſuch 
thing was intended, and that it was impoſlible, under the cir- 


cumſtances of the caſe, to act otherwiſe than miniſters had 


done. It was perfectly clear, that his Majeſty's miniſters had 
not acted upon this occaſion in a novel and unprecedented 
manner: 'There were a variety of precedents upon their Lord- 
ſhips' Journals, . amply ſufficient for their juſtification. If 
thoſe precedents were not exactly followed, he wiſhed to 
have the difference pointed out—the difference was, that his 
Majeſty's miniſters, as he had before ftated, had given more 
time for conſideration and deliberation than had been done 


upon former occaſions, He wiſhed particularly to call their 


attention 
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attention to the caſe which happened in the 1722, and 
which was to be found upon their Lordſhips' Journals: At 


that time there was a Meſſage from his "Majeſty, ſtating. the 


exiſtence of a plot (Layer's plot) to overturn the exiſting 
Government; on that very ſame day, a Bill ſtmilar to the pre- 


. ſent was introduced and paſſed, and was ſent to the Commons. 


The caſe of Counſellor Layer was a cafe in which the Houſe 
of Lords had, without any additional proofs to the King's 
Meſſage, paſſed a Bill in one fingle day: In the preſent in- 
ſtance, time was given to their Lordſhips for conſideration, 
though the danger was of a nature that called for the ſpeedy 
interference of Parliament, With regard to that Houſe regu- 
lating their eee by the proceedings of the other Houſe 

of Parliament, while d an underſtanding continued be- 
tween the two Houſes as happily exiſted at preſent, it was not 
at all extraordinary, that the one Houſe ſhould be in ſome mea- 
ſure appriſed of matters of an important and preſſing nature in 
agitation in the other, and ſhould regulate their own proceed» 

ings accordingly. | tes a | | 

The Duke of Grafton faid, he was afraid he muſt ſtill differ 
with the Noble Lord about an effential point, via. the conſti- 
tution of that Houſe. As long as the Houſe exiſted—as long 
as the dignity of their Lordſhips remained, either in ſhape or 
| ſubſtance, he would ſtand up in its ſupport, in ſupport of 
their rights and privileges, in the face of their Lordſhips, 
in his place as a Peer of Parliament; and he would alſo 
maintain the ſame argument to the people at large. He 
was obliged to the Noble Lord for the advice he had been ſo 
N as to give him reſpecting his political conduct; but he 
had long ſince adopted the line of politics he thought it right 
to purſue, and he had no objection to meet the moſt ſerupu- 
lous inquiry into his political conduct, from the firſt moment 
of his public life to the preſent hour. He ſtill continued to 
think the communicating a meſſage of ſuch importance, and 
then delaying to follow it up with the notification of ſome 
meaſure which appeared to his Majeſty's miniſters proper for 
the occaſion, a degradation of the dignity of their Lordſhips, 
and an inſult (if he might be allowed to uſe ſuch a word) to 
the Legiſlature itſelf. It was well known that a ſimilar meſſage 
had been delivered to the other Houſe, which his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters had brought forward that day before their Lordſhips, and 
that a communication had been made upon it. Why was it not 
thought fit to make a ſimilar communication to their Lord- 
Tips? The Noble Secretary of State had argued, that 
moving that his.Majefty's meſſage be taken into conſideration 
= Ts | on 
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on Monday next, would afford time for defiberation;—Deli« 


beration on what? The Houſe had heard his Majeſty's meſ- 


ſage : That meſſage informed them of the imminent danger: 
Upon what therefore were they to deliberate ? If miniſters | 


had made the communication that had been made to the other 
Houſe, or had propoſed a meaſure in the outline, which they 


meant more fully to explain ona future day, there would have 


been real and ſerious ground for deliberation but to talk 5 
deliberation, with nothing to deliberate upon, was ridiculous 


and laughable. The Duke ſaid, he had long ſeen the diffi- 


culty of the moment coming on; he aſeribed it altogether to 
the pernicious counſels of his Majeſty's miniſters. He had 


given it as his opinion in private and in public, wherever he 


was, and had mentioned it as the inevitable conſequence of the 
meaſures ſo ill-adviſedly purſued. The Duke: added ſome 
other pointed obſervations to ſupport his aſſertion that its 
preſent proceeding was inconſiſtent with the reſpect due to 
their Lordſhips' dignity. ' Ab 56 [3:16 

Earl Stanhope declared, that he ſhould* not be ſurpriſed at 
any atrociouſneſs, at any treachery, at any wickedneſs that 


could be attempted under the ſanction of his Majeſty's miniſ- 


ters, after what he had lately ſeen practiſed in this country. 


With regard to the preſent meaſure, the ground and pretence 


for it was the moſt ** 1impudent humbug” that ever miniſters 
had the audacity to ſtate, if his ears deceived him not. It was 


an inference neither ſupported by logic, by fair reaſoning, or * 


by truth of concluſion, drawn from a miſerable collection of 


papers, moſt of them publiſhed two years ago. Thoſe papers 


were written by a ſet of men, honeſt in their intention, though 


not rich, nor of high rank. They might from defect of edu- 


cation have been ſomewhat . inaccurate” in their expreſſions; 
but their intentions were clearly legal, as their profeſſed aim 
was to obtain a redreſs of grievances by legal means. That 
ſuch was their object, was undeniable from their ſrequent 
uſe of the term © legal' in all their writings. That the 
meetings theſe men had held, were not always conſidered 
criminal, was obvious to every man who was at all acs 
quainted with the public tranſactions of the paſt twenty 
years, During the American war, a meeting had been 
convened by public advertiſement; the name of which he 
cared not much about; It might be deemed a Congreſs, a 


Meeting of Deputies, or a Convention; but they afſembled not 


in a corner, in a private room, nor an obſcure place, but 
in the Council Chamber of Guildhall, where the Common 
Council utually fat, A principal member of this meeting was 

60 | | a brothers 
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a brother-in-law of the preſent Noble Secretary of State; and there 


were many other Gentlemen preſent at it of character and credit. 
The defign of the meeting was to deliberate on a reform of 


abuſes, a redreſs of grievances, or a Reform of Parliament. 
[Hor Grenville ſhook his head.) The Earl ſaid he cared but 
ittle what Noble Lords ſhook their heads, when he was ſtating 
a fact to which he was witneſs, as he was not aſhamed to 


ſay that he was preſent with the other reſpeQable perſons he 


had alluded to at that legal meeting. Many perſons, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, of high rank and exalted ſtation at this moment, had 


notoriouſly taken the lead in endeavouring to procure a Reform 


of Parliament. Even the miniſter himſelf had taken pains to be 
diſtinguiſhed as one of its advocates; and a Noble Duke (the Duke 
of Richmond) had, in that Houſe, propoſed that every man in the 
kingdom ſhould have a vote. After ſuch perſons bad lent the 


weight of their characters, and the full extent of their great 


abilities, to promote ſuch a purpoſe, was it to be wondered at 


that men of lower rank, of leſs ability, but not of leſs inte- 


grity, ſhould have caught the flame, and attempted to tread in 
the ſame footſteps ? If theſe humbler agitators of the queſtion 
of Reform in Farliament had acted criminally, their prouder 
predeceſſors were equally criminal; and how hard a meaſure 
of juſtice was it to puniſh the weak by the hands of the ſtrong, 
who had been able to gratify their ambition, and poſſeſs them- 


ſelves of power! The preſent meaſure of miniſters, his Lords 


ſhip ſaid, he conſidered as neither more nor leſs than obtain» 
ing a power to erect a Baſtile in England, in order to immure 
every man who thought differently from miniſters, and had 


ſpirit enough to aſſert and maintain his opinion publicly. He 


declared, that he had been guarded and cautioned without 
doors, againſt ſaying auy thing that might bring himſelf into 
danger or diſgrace; but in that Houſe he had ſaid, and as 
long as he was permitted to ſpeak in it, he would ſay what 
he thought, provided it was not contrary to the rules of the 
Houſe. Poſſibly he might ſoon be ba/i/:d, he would there- 
fore ſpeak out while he had permiſſion to ſpeak at all. He 
cared not what happened to him, becaule, after the conſtitution 
was gone, ſelf-exiſtence was of no conſideration. He did not 


_ with to outlive the conſtitution a fingle moment. If the con- 
ſtitution warranted ſuch proceedings as had lately taken place, 


it was not worth preſerving, His Lordſhip took ogcafion to 
advert to the circumſtances of the war, and ſaid, if the news 
rumoured in town were true, the ſtate of our proſpects was de- 
plorable indeed, and he begged leave to be underſtood as ſpeak- 
ing from the authority of thoſe who thought as miniſters did 

£5 . | reſpecting 
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reſpecting the war, and did not think with him, who had 


uniformly deprecated the war, as a moſt fatal meaſure for this 
country to undertake.—If the news, ſuch as report gave, were 
true, his Lordſhip ſaid, it muſt caſt a gloom on the mind of 


2 every man, who had the intereſt of his country at heart, how- 
ever ſanguine his hopes might be of its proſperous continu- 


ance, or its happy termination. He warned their Lordſhips of 
the danger of provoking the remper of the people of this 
country too much: He wiſhed them to reflect on the diſſatiſ- 
faction which the people muſt feel at the meaſures which Ad- 
miniſtration were purſuing to inſpire terror into thoſe who diſ- 
approved of their conduct. The erecting a Baſtile in this 


country might anſwer the purpoſe of confining a few, but 


muſt certainly irritate the great maſs of the people. He 
warned them of the 3 conſequence of ſuch a conduct; 
he defired them to reflect on the ſteps that brought on the re- 


volution in France, and on the prodigious efforts of the people 


in Paris the day before the Baſtile was taken; all of which 
aroſe from the violent meaſures of the Executive Government 
to filence popular clamour. He ſaid, he was anxious to deli- 
ver his ſentiments freely and plainly, becauſe that might poſlibly 
be the laſt opportunity he ſhould have of doing ſo m that 
Houſe—he therefore muſt declare, that men who would perſiſt 
in ſuch meaſures, deſerved to have their heads brought to the 
block — and if there was a people ſtill in England, the event might 
turn out as he had then ſuggeſted. With regard to himſelf, it 
was not matter of much conſequence to him how they acted after 
this Bill ſnould paſs, for what were all conſiderations of property 
or poſſeſſions to a man wiſhing to be free, after he knew he was 
liable to be impriſoned for his opinion, and that at the diſcre- 
tion of another, who was neither bound to bring him to a trial, 
nor aſſign a reaſon for his confinement ? | 


Lord Grenvillès motion was then carried without a diviſion, 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
OATURDAY, May 17. 
SUSPENSION OF THE HABFAS CORPUS ACT. 


About half an hour after four o'clock, the Order of the Day 
being called for, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer not be- 


ing preſent, 


Ate. 
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Ar. Sheridan obſerved, that it was the preceding day under- 
ſtood from the miniſter himſelf, that the buſineſs was to 
be brought forward preciſely at four o'clock that day: He 
ſaw no reaſon why the Houſe ſhould wait for him, eſpecially 
as he had been in the Houſe, and had quitted it. Perhaps he 
was now taking a walk for his amuſement ; that was not how- 


ever a ſufficient reaſon for the Houſe to wait; and as thoſe 


who diſapproved of the Bill openly, profeſſed to wiſh for de- 
lays for the purpoſe of affording to the Public an opportunity 
of knowing the nature of this moſt alarming meaſure, he 
ſhould, without any further heſitation, move, © That the Houſe 
% do now adjourn.” - | | 
Mr. Francis roſe to ſecond the motion, and ſaid, that he did 
ſo for one reaſon, which was perſonal to himſelf, as well as for 
others of more importance; that not having had the ſmalleſt 
notice of a deſign to bring in ſo ſuddenly, and to carry through 
ſo rapidly, a Bill of ſuch conſequence as that which was then 
before the Houſe; and not having conceived it poſſible that 
ſuch a Bill could be ſo propoſed and hurried, without giving 
Gentlemen a ſingle day's time to read and conſider the Report 
of the Secret Committee; he had unfortunately been abſent 
the preceding day, and therefore he very much wiſhed for a 
delay till Monday, on his own account. But he wiſhed for it 
much more on account of the nature of the bufineis; and the 
conſequences which might follow to the nation, if ſuch a bu- 
ſineſs were precipitately concluded. He confeſſed that he was 
but imperfectly informed on the ſubject; but, as far as the in- 
formation went, which he had been able to obtain, the object 
of the meaſure in queſtion was, in ſubſtance and effect, to ſet 
aſide the conſtitution by an Act of the Legiſlature, They 
who thgught that ſuch a queſtion was ſerious and important, 
would allow that it ought not to be carried through without 
ſome pauſe, and without due time being allowed fer delibera- 
tion; and, on the other hand, he did not ſee how they, who 
thought the buſineſs of ſo little moment, as not to be worth 
their attendance at the hour which they themſelves had 1 
pointed, could think it worth their while to object to the ad- 
journment. . 5 
Ar. Canning thought, that the ſuperior and important bu- 
ſineſs which neceſſarily occupied the miniſter, ſhould ſuggeſt 
a ſufficient apology to the Houſe for that want of punctuality 
which accidentally, no doubt, had occurred at the preſent mo- 
ment, and with which, however, he could ſeldom be accuſed. 
The motion therefore appeared to him captious and improper, 
and if the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) perſiſted in it, 
Vol. . | Mr. 
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Mr. Canning ſaid he would take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon | 
the ſubject. | eng fer 69 n 


Mr. Sheridan replied, that he knew of no buſineſs ſuperior 
to the duty of a Member of Parliament in that Houſe, nor any 
' buſineſs more important. The buſineſs of that Houſe acknow- | 
ledged no ſuperiority, it was paramount to all. The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer's preſence was certainly unneceſſary; 


for thoſe with whom he had the honour of acting, on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, were determined to be found on their poſts 
at the earlieſt and the lateſt hour. If the Hon. Gen- 


tleman (Mr. Canning) merely roſe to prolong time by 


ſpeaking, his ſpeech was a very ſhort one; if he intended 


it as an apology for the abſence of his Right Hon. Friend (the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer), it was one of the pooreſt he had 
ever heard. N | 1 
Mr. Canning, in explanation, ſaid, that he did not mean the 
occupation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was ſuperior to 
the buſineſs of that Houſe, but ſuperior to the occupation of 
any other Gentleman in it ; and therefore, that he was entitled 
to greater latitude and indulgence than any other. f 
Mr. Roſs, without adverting to the queſtion of adiourn= 
ment, contended, that the ruddenneſs with which the meaſure 
had been attempted to be precipitated through the Houſe, 
was not unprecedented ; and quoted the example of 1722, 
when a fimilar proceeding was adopted, which was di- 
rectly in point, and contradicted the aſſertion that the preſent 
meaſure was quite ſtrange and unknown to the conſtitution. 


As ſome Gentlemen might then be preſent, who had not at- 


tended the preceding night, he begged that the Report might 
be read; which was accordingly done. 


He conceived that though the intentions and machinations 
alluded to in the Report were known before, it was only from 
ſuſpicion; and that they were deſtitute of the degree of proof 

which they now poſſeſſed, and therefore were not at that time 
ſuch fit objects of animadverſion in the way which was at 


preſent propoſed. 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat 


down, roſe (as the event proved) to ſpeak againſt ti 
i t peak againſt time, and ſo 
far he had indeed the advantage of the Then, Gentleman 


(Mr. Canning) who had recently ſpoken on the ſame ſide, with 
this difference, that he ſaw that Mr. Canning's apology for the 


abſence of the miniſter was ſo lame that he was determined 
not to make it worſe, in conſequence of which he had care- 
fully abſtained from ſaying one word on the matter. He 
knew of no duty paramount to that of a Member of Parlia- 

ment. 


DEEPER. 
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ment. Perhaps the miniſter, after the ſeverer duties of his 
office, was relaxing his mind with ſome fair lady: In ſuch a 
caſe he could quote the poet in his favour | 


- a favourite cow | 
Awaits him near you barley mow. 


Even in the caſe of a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
under ſuch circumſtances, he was diſpoſed to join in his apo- 
logy, and would wait three quarters of an hour, longer, in 
hopes that he would be able to diſpatch his buſineſs in that 
time. [Mr. Courtenay was about to proceed, when the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer entered.) 5 | of; 

Lord Wycombe ſeriouſly lamented the precipitation with, | 
which the Bill in queſtion had been carried through that 
Houſe; were the enemy at our gate it could not have been 
hurried with greater. He ſaid, he had liſtened with the ut- 
molt attention to all that had been urged in ſupport of that 
precipitation, but had not heard one argument that was 
worthy of a moment's conſideration. It was ſtated, that the 
danger was preſſing. If he deſired to know, what danger? 
he was referred to the Report on the table. He was free to 
confeſs, that he could not diſcover in thoſe Ern ſuch 
danger; but he would readily confeſs, that the danger which 
he apprehended, would ariſe from the paſſing of this Bill. 
he excellence of the Habeas Conpus Act was ſuch, that if. 


every fragment of the conſtitution was gone, Engliſhmen, 


would find an aſylum and a ſafeguard in it. Let Engliſhmen, 


conſider what they were about to do. When the Habeas 


Corpus Act was ſuſpended, where was the boaſted liberty of 
the preſs? Where was the boaſted liberty of ſpeech ? And 
when deprived of theſe two, he would aſk, what would they, 
what could they have to. boaſt of? He therefore could not. 

diſcern any inconvenience from a ſhort delay in this matter, 


as he was perſuaded that, in the interval, Gentlemen would 
reflect, and that every ſalutary benefit might be expected to 
reſult from reflection. 3 . = 
M. Burdon defended the conduct of the Committee of Se- 


crecy; and conceiving it to be an extraordinary moment, 
when the deareſt intereſts of the country were concerned, 


in ſuch caſe, he aſſerted, there ought to be precipitancy, inſo- 
much ſo, that he ſhould be wanting in his duty, were he not. 


to oppoſe the motion of adjournment. The queſtion then 
before the Houſe was, whether traitors to their country were 
to be puniſhed or not? Mr. Burdon ſaid, he would have no 
objection to divide five hundred times, in order to carry the 
r „% , > Yo 


[ 
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preſent meaſure. The crimes of the day were unknown to 


the Conſtitution, and were more dangerous than an actual 


rebellion | 


Mr. Jekyll declared, that he would not ſubmit to the inſi- 


nuation that the people were conſpiring againſt their country, 


without the fulleſt conviction 3 without proof the moſt poſi- 


tive in ſupport of ſo odious a charge. Was any man's guilt 


to be proved by inſinuations? It was a maxim in the law of 


this country, that every man was to be deemed innocent till 
he had been convicted by the judgment of his peers. It was 
true, that ſome perſons were in cuſtody .on a charge of high 


treaſon; but was it to be ſuppoſed, if guilty, they would 


eſcape, if the preſent Bill were not paſſed into a law ? The 
Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
had declared in that Houſe, more than once, and even ſo late 


as the night before laſt, that the majority of the nation were 


firmly attached to the preſent exiſting Government. Though 
he did not feel himſelf often diſpoſed to unite with that Right 
Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), yet he was 
happy to join him in that ſentiment, becauſe he could do 


it from conviction. If io (and that it was ſo, he was 
fully perſuaded), why take ſuch a violent meafure? Why 


raiſe ſuch an alarm for the purpoſe of puniſhing a few? If 
thoſe men were guilty, there was a law to puniſh them. Why 
then not apply to that law ? In the preſent ſituation of affairs, 


he ſhould not boaſt with the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burdon) 


who fpoke laſt, of the numbers of times he was willing to 
divide upon the preſent queſtion, but he ſhould think his la- 
bours well repaid to divide five hundred times in favour of the 
Habeas Corpus Act; the bleſſings of which could not be cal- 
culated, and of which he was very much afraid he was within 


a few hours of taking his laſt farewell. That Act was ob- 


tained by ſomething like a miracle: Did Gentlemen recolleck 
the hiſtory of it? In one ſtage it was carried in the Upper 
Houſe by a kind of fraud; one of the tellers ſeeing a very fat 
Lord coming in, and knowing him to be a man of weight, 
counted him for ten. In the bats in that Houſe upon the 
Suſpenſion in 1722, Mr. Booth, then member for Cheſter, 
and afterwards Lord Warrington, had ſpoken ſo rationally 
upon the ets had placed in fo lively a light the general 
inclination of thoſe in power to increaſe it, by infringing the 


rights of the people, that he could not do better ſervice to the 

cauſe of liberty, on the preſent occaſion,” than by referring to 

that Gentleman's ſpeech, as contained in the Report of thoſe 
times, which was as follows: | 


l | d Speech 


in 2 da due proceſs. of law. 
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A Speech againſt arbitrary and illegal Impriſonmentt by * 8 
Council. 


ee There is not any thing that an Zngli/bman can claim as his right, that 


ve value more than freedom and liberty; I mean that of the body; becanſe 


impriſonment is a ſort of death, and leſs tolerable to ſome than death itſelf : 


For by it we are deprived of all our earthly comforts. What is a man the 


better for having never ſo great an eſtate, never fo great honour, or what 


elſe is deſirable in this world, if he is reſtrained of his liberty? Now there 
are ſeveral ſorts of reſtraints or impriſonments, and they are all forbidden 


by our law, unleſs the cauſe be very juſt and reaſonable ; it is not for bare 
ſurmiſes or vain ſtories that a man ſhall be impriſoned and hurried from his 


- abode; but only for ſuch cauſe as ſhall prove that it is for the good of the 


Government, and the ſupport of it, that this or that man is impriſoned or 
reſtrained. Although the law has taken very good care, yet the ſubject is 
often abuſed in his liberty, ſometimes by the Courts of Weftmminſter-hall, 
ſometimes by other courts and particular magiſtrates : But the greateſt 
cauſe of complaint proceeds from the Priuy- council. 

© The Privy-council that is, though they have been much to blame in 
this particular, yet it is not a new thing that they practiſe; but this itch 


of ſending for and impriſoning the ſubject upon vain pretences, has deſcended 


from one Priæy- council to another, like an infirmity that runs in a blood; 
for no ſooner is a man made a Privy-coun/ellor, but this ſpirit reſts upen 
him. This miſchief was early eſpied, even in Henry IITI.'s time, and feye- 


ral laws have been made to reſtrain the Priqyp- council. 
By the 9 H. III. chap. 29. ĩt is declared, That no freeman ſhall be taken 


or impriſoned, or be diſſeiſed of his freehold or liberties, or free cuſtoms, 


or be out- lawed, or any other way deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon 
him, nor vena him, but by abi ee of his peers, or by the law 


of the land. 
By the 5 Edau. III. chap. 9. it is enacted, That no man from thenceforth 


ſhall be attached by any accuſation, nor fore .judged of life or limb; nor his 
lands, tenements, goods, nor chattels, ſeized into the King's e e againſt 


the form of the Great Charter, and the law of the land. 


« By 25 Ed. III. chap. 4. it is declared, That from thenceforth none 


| ſhall be taken by petition or ſuggeſtion made to our Lord the King, or to 


his Council, unleſs by indictment or preſentment of his good and lawful 
People of the ſame neighbourhood, where ſuch deeds be done, in due man- 
ner, or by proceſs made by writ original at the common law; nor that none 
be put out of his franchiſes, nor of his freeholds, unleſs he be duly brought in 
anſwer, and free-judged of the ſame by the courſe of the law. And if any 


thing be done againit the fame, it ſhall be redreſſed and holden for none. 


« By the 28 Eda. III. chap. 3. it is eſtabliſned, That no man, of what- 


ever eſtate or condition he be, ſhall be put out of land or tenement, nor taken, 


nor impriſoned, nor difinherited, nor put to mw without being brought 
cc And 
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« And by 37 Edw. III. chap. 18. it ſays, Though it be contained in the 
Great Charter, That no man be taken or impriſoned, nor put out of his 
freehold, without proceſs. of law, nevertheleſs divers people make falſe 
ſuggeſtions to the King himſelf, as well for malice as otherwiſe, whereof 
the King is often grieved, and divers of the realm put in damage, againſt 
the form of the ſaid Charter; wherefore it is ordained, That all they which 


make ſuggeſtion, ſhall be ſent with the ſame ſuggeſtions before the chan- 
cellor, treaſurer, and his. grand council, and that they there find ſurety to 


purſue their ſuggeſtions, and incur the ſame pain that the other ſhould have 
had if he were attainted, in caſe that his ſuggeſtions be found evil: And 
that then proceſs of the law be made againſt them, without being taken 1 
impriſoned againſt the form of the ſaid Charter and other ſtatutes. 


« In the 38 Edæb. III. chop. 9. is contained the informer's puniſhment, i in 


theſe words: It is afiented, That if he that maketh the complaint, cannot 


prove his intent againſt the defepdant by the proceſs limited in the ſame 


article, he ſhall be commanded to priſon, there to, abide till he hath made 
gree to the party his damages, and of the ſlander that he hath Tuffered by 
{uch occaſion, and after ſhall make fine and ranſom to the King. And the 
point contained in the ſame article, that the plaintiff ſhall incur the ſame 
pain which the other ſhculd have if he were attainted, ſhall be but in caſe 
that his ſuggeſtion be tound untrue. 


& And ſtill there is another law made 42 Edw. III. chap. 3. in these 


words: At the requeſt of the Commons, by their petitions put forth in this 
Parliament, to eſchew the miſchiefs and damage done to divers of his Com- 
mons by falſe accuſers, which oftentimes have made their accuſations more 
for revenge, and ſingular benefit, than for the profit of the King or his 


people; which accuſed perſons, ſome have been taken , and ſometime cauſed 


to come before the King's Council by writ, and otherwiſe upon grievous 


pain againſt the law. It is aſſented and accorded for the good governance 


of the Commons, That no man he put to anſwer without preſentment before 


; juſtices, or by matter of record, or by due proceſs, and writ original, ac- 


cording to the old law of the land. And if any thing from henceforth be 
done to the contrary, it ſhall be void in the law, and holden for error. 

«© Theſe are laws that are as much in force as any ſtatutes whatever, and 
ought to be as duly obſerved: But I beſeech you conſider to what a de- 
gree they have been violated by the Priyvy-council ; How have they ſent for 
gentlemen from all parts of the nation, upon mere flams and ftories? Ne 
man could be quiet; but upon any groundleſs pretence, away went a meſ- 
ſenger, to bring up that man, not conſidering the great charge and trouble 


they put the gentleman upon by it. I will mention only that of Sir Giles 


Gerrard; he was ſent for up by a meſſenger, to anſwer to I know not what 


bufineſs about a black box, and who charged him with it: But when he came 
to be examined, it proved nothing but town talk, and what a pother did 
they make? In our country, when a man makes a great ſtir about a matter, 
and it ends in nothing that is ſignificant, we ſay, Billy has found à piu: 
Sol 1 yy what did this hurty-burly of the black box end in, but nothing 


that 
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that was worth à ſtraw? and to this mighty purpoſe Sir Ciles was fetched 
from his houſe in the country: And ſeveral other gentlemen have been thus 
uſed againſt law and reaſon. It's ſtrange the Privy-council ſhould not 


remember the Bill of Habeas Corpus which paſſed in the laſt Parliament, 


that might have brought to their remembrance theſe laws that I haye 
mentioned, and might farther convince them how precious a thing we eſteem 
liberty: Ir puts me in mind of the Petition of Right, and what 1 have 
heard and read aſter it was paſled, how _ it was violated and 
broken. 

The Priy-counclt þ has been very unjuſt to theſe gentlemen whom they 
have moleſted by their meſſengers, in that they have not made their accuſers 
to find ſureties to make good their accuſations as the law requires (37 Edav. 
III. 28.) ; for then idle ſtories would not be ſo current, by reaſon of the 
puniſhment inflicted on theſe falſe accuſers by 37 Edu. III. 18. and 38 
Edw. III. 9. which laws are grounded upon the word of God, Deutero- 
nomy, chap. xix. ver. 18 and T9. But now ſuch fellows as are men- 
tioned in the 37 Edww. III. 18. and in the 42 Ed. III. 3. who make their 
accuſation for malice, or for revenge, or for ſingular benefit, more than for 
the profit of the King, or his people; theſe, I ſay, ſhall be allowed to ac- 
cuſe honeſt men, though they cannot prove a word of what they ſay, and for 
tnere devices are we to be forced from our habitations to appear before the 
King and his Council. Methinks it's hard play, and yet what remedy 
have we left, but to fit down and be quiet? But without doubt the land 
intended a redreſs in theſe caſes, for 25 Edw. III. 4. ſays, that whatever 
is done contrary to that law ſhall be redi eſſed and holden for none; but it 


does not tell us how fatisfaRion is to be had: But ſince it is left. uncertain, 
I hope for the future we ſhall ſo order it, that every man may have relief 


againſt this great oppreſſion, and thac I humbly move; for if we let this 


alone, we have an arbitrary uncontroulable power in the Privy-coumcil, 
. which will never ſtop till it has made the law ſubject to then. 


Rut I have heard it objected, that if this power of ſending for people be 
not allowed to the Privy-council, then you put them in a worſe condition 
than any Juſtice of Peace, becauſe by his warrant he can ſend for any body 


in the County where he lives. I mult in the firſt place deny this altogether 
for the conſequence 15 a2? true: In the next place, I ſay that the law is the 


beſt judge of this, whether the Friy y- council ought to have ſuch an un- 
limited power, and what the law has determined or and over again onght 
not to be diſputed by us; beſides, it is a thing of dangerou. conſequence, 
to put diſcretion into the balance with ſo many written laws, whicu con- 
ſerve ſo dear athing as our liberty. 

e But the power of the Privy - council ĩs not hereby made leſs than that of a 
Juſtice of Peace; for a Juſtice of Peace, it is ſuppoſed, will not ſend out 
his warrant but upon a juſt and reaſonable ground: What Juftice of Peace 
ever ſent out a warrant of the good behaviqur againſt a perſon, but be 
either fiſt heard the party accuſed (which is the juſter way), or elſe the 


matter was proved upon oath? Or wth was any warrant of the peace 
iſſued 
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iſſued out, but it was grounded upon the oath of him that demanded the 
| ſurety of the peace? And whatever warrants or precepts are granted by a 
Juſtice of Peace, they ought to be for juſt cauſes, or elſe he violates his 
traſt: So the Privy-council may, upon a juſt accuſation, ſend for any 
+ perſon; but without that, they cannot, and therefore I do not ſee wherein 
a Juſtice of Peace has a greater power than the Privy- council; er if he had, 
yet it would not be ſo great a miſ chief, for he can only ſend for any perſon 
that is in the county; but the Privy- council are not limited to this or that 
county, but their power extends all over England. | CEE, 
<« But beſides, it is unjuſt to be puniſhed without a cauſe: Land reſtraint, 
or being debarred of liberty, is a puniſhment ; and whoeyer he be that 
would have the Privy-council to exerciſe this power, when he has known 
what it is to be brought up by a meſſenger upon an idle Rory, let him then 


=o 


gers 


tell me how he likes it, and anſwer me if he can. | en 

Mr. Jekyll concluded with ſaying, that he ſhould give the | 5 

motion of adjournment his hearty ſupport. | F | 

Lord William Ruſſell ſaid, he ſhould vote for the > e 11 

ment, being decidedly againſt the preſent meaſure. He con- +. 

ceived the queſtion not to be, whether or not traitors were to 45 

be puniſhed, but whether or not we were. longer to poſſeſs any YN 

|! thing like a conſtitution in this country? a queſtion which pd 
il would ceaſe to be debated, if the preſent Bill, unneceſſary in ay 
il its exiſtence, and unlimited in its duration, were to.be forced 15 
| upon them. His Lordſhip ſaid, if the hiſtory of this country | 
[| was conſulted, it would be found that it was no new thing in PT 
| miniſters to attempt to raiſe alarms. With reſpect to plots 4 
1 and conſpiracies, the Rye Houſe Plot could ſcarcely have 0 
| eſcaped Gentlemen's recollection. Having ſuch facts before his > 
lf eyes, he ſhould not be ready to charge the brave and loyal "7 
people of England with any conſpiracy. The true object of _. 
„the preſent queſtion in his opinion was, whether, 708 a 5 


Report on the table, made up of tranſcripts from newſpapers, 
the Houſe, on the ſudden impulſe of the moment, was to M 
abandon their deareſt rights to the caprice of a mini ner, with... | 
out examination or deliberation. He *Eerefore ſaid, he ſhould 


— 
— 
2 5 — — 
—̃ — 
. ˙ r 


—ͤ—— OO - —— 


vote for the preſent adionnment. 4 | F 

Mr. Yorize fd, there was no man had greater reſpect for | mi 
the precedents eſtabliſned ſince the Revolution than he had, 2 75 
becauſe he was bred up with a veneration for ſuch principles; 1 
and ſure he was he would ſhed the laſt drop of his blood to no 
preſerve them inviolate. After alluding to the great anceſtor _ ſta 
of the Hon. and Learned Gentleman (Mr. Jekyll), who, he to 
afſirmed, if he were alive and a Member of that Houſe, would wh 
not have ſupported the oppolition, in which the Hon. and pre 


Learned ire 


\ 
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Learned Gentleman, at ſo critical a moment for the country, 
ad concurred, with the cordiality and zeal of a convert, he 
{ard that the queſtion was neither more nor leſs, than whe- 
er or not we were willing to make a temporary facrifice to 
preſerve that conſtitution, which we wete all intereſted to 
reſerve, by following thole precedents which our anceſtors in 
milar predicaments Pad afforded us. On the preſent occaſion, 
ve were proceeding with a greater degree of caution than had 
E always obſerved; for upon one occaſion, the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas 5 20 Ack had been effected without the previous 
prudence of referring the conſideration of the grounds of it to 


a Secret Committee, as had been done in the preſent inſtance. 


The Committee, from whom the preſent Report came, were 
entitled to the reſpect of every one, and to that * he was 


inclined to give the moſt implicit belief. Thoſe who oppoſed 


the meaſure, argued that they had no right to take a ſtep of 

ſuch magnitude, without proof of ſome overt act done to juſ- 
tify ſo ſtrong a meaſure; he was, however, the more anxious 
for its being ſpeedily carried into execution, as he was con- 
vinced that prevention was better than cure; and that it was 
more prudent to meet the evil in the firſt inftance, than 
a perhaps when it would be too late to apply a 
remedy. - | 5 3 an 
Mr. Lambton declared, that, admitting the neceſſity of the 
preſent meaſure to be the whole queſtion before them, he was 
decidedly of opinion, that miniſters, and their friends, had 
totally failed in proving that neceſſity. In the former inſtance, 
that of Layer's plot in 1722, the neceſſity was proved by the 
actual exiſtence of a plot, of which the framers were taken 
up, and ſome of them actually executed afterwards. To this 
point he was about to read an extract from a book—when he 
was called to order by Sir William Yonge, who conſidered it as 
contrary to the rules of the Houſe to read the ſpeeches. of 


* 


Members. 5 „ 
The Speaker declared the Hon. Member to be perſectly in 
order, drawing the diſtinction between queſtioning the words 


of a Member then of the Houſe, whoſe words might be thus 


55 and reading ſpeeches of Members long fince 
dead. „„ | | . | 
Mr. Lambton reſumed his ſpeech, and profeſſing his conduct 
not to be the effect of any deſire to delay, *but of a with.to 
ſtate the grounds of his opinion, he proceeded. He referred 
to the ſpeech of Sir Robert Wal 


1175 on a former otcafion, 
when it was ſuppoſed that a conſpiracy had been formed to 


proclaim the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. He" inferred 
{rom this, that Sir Robert did not wiſh, under circumſtances 
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like the preſent, to extend the meaſure.” Mr. Lambton de- 
. clared, he felt a conſcious rectitude in the vote which he ſhould 

give that night; he courted not popularity by a ſyſtematical 
oppoſition to the meaſures of Adminiſtration : So far from 
it, that, on his coming down to the Houſe the preceding day, 
he felt a kind of pre-determination to ſupport the preſent mea- 
fure, from an expeCtation that ſome proofs of a plot would be 
brought forward. Let Gentlemen picture to themſelves his 
diſappointment, when he found nothing but what all the world 
already knew, produced as a ground for fo ſtrong a meaſure ! 
From his infancy he had been taught to revere the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act as the great palladium of Britiſh liberty; and through 
life he would guard it as ſuch. He had heard it ſaid, that mi- 
niſters would not abuſe this power, if entruſted to them; he 
did not believe they would dare to do ſo groſsly; but in his 
Parliamentary capacity, he felt that a conſtitutional jealouſy 
was a duty impoſed upon every Member: No man could deny, 
that to that jealouſy were owing ſome of the moſt uſeful pre- 
cautions and beneficial laws that this country poſſeſſed. So 
long as the Habeas Corpus Act exiſted, no man could loſe his 
freedom. Certain he was, that the Report, that had been 
made, did not juſtify the ſuſpenſion of that great palladium of 


our liberty. The Hon. Member had ſaid, that he knew no- 


thing of the Societies to which the Report referred: Their pro- 


ccedings met his reprobation. He admitted that there might 


be perſons in thoſe Societies of deſperate fortunes; perſons 
that had every thing to gain, and nothing to loſe; but when 


he admitted that, did he admit that thoſe perſons were ſo nu- 


merous and reſpectable as to endanger the conſtitution? Was 
the Executive Government ſo weak, as to be unable to oppoſe 
them, without being armed with new and extraordinary 
powers? On the contrary, was it not well known that, without 


conſidering the great extent of power which the preſent Ad- | 
miniſtration had been ſo induſtrious in accumulating, the in- 
fluence of the Crown was ſufficiently adequate to all the ordi- | 
nary, or even extraordinary caſes, where it could be called into 


exerciſe ? There never was a time at which the Executive Go- 


vernment was ſo ſtrong as at preſent, when Societies were | 
forming in all parts of the country in ſupport of the State, and 


when a numerous and powerful militia was embodied. 


Was not all England in arms, and ready to ſuppreſs any | 
riots, which could ſhew themſelves. in any corner of the Kings 
dominions ? With all theſe ſafeguards, where could this mighty |} 
danger, which was to juſtify the preſent extraordinary and un- 
conſtitutional exertion, exiſt? In his conſcience, he believed 
there Was none; and, under that conviction, he could not 
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agree to the propoſed ſuſpenſion. On the contrary, he was 
determined to vote as he did laſt night, if driven to the neceſ- 


ſity: But he ſtill hoped that miniſters would think better of it, 
| and, by a ſhort delay, enable that Houſe, and the Country, to 


mature their judgments' upon ſo momentous a queſtion. . In 
the courſe of his ſpeech, Mr. Lambton complimented Mr. 


| Jekyll on his conduct and his argument, declaring, that fo far 


from having deſerted the principles of his great anceſtor, they 
had been ſteadily adhered to by his able and learned ſucceſſor 
in name, in talents, and in patriotiſm. _ | 

Sir William Yonge aſſured the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, that if every Member argned as he did, in a manly way, 
he, for one, would be pleaſed to hear him. He ſaid, we had 
to deal with men of dangerous and deſperate characters. 
When Cicero ſupprefſed the conſpiracy of Catiline, he was 
obliged to ſtep beyond the ſtrict letter of the law, as an Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Jekyll) might know, if he would take the 
trouble to read the tranſſation of Cicero's ſpeeches on that bu- 


| fineſs. What had Sir Robert Walpole ſtated in the year 


1722 ? That there was a ſet of men in the country, who had 
formed a deſign of overturning the conſtitution ; that they had 


agreed to go to the Bank, and the Exchequer, and plunder 


them of all the money they might find in thoſe places; and 
that they had held traitorous correſpowdence with France, 
from whom they ſolicited the aſſiſtance of 5000 men. The 
Societies, whoſe ſedition was the cauſe of the preſent meaſure, 
had no doubt been guilty of ſimilar intentions; and it was the 
duty of the Houſe on the preſent occaſion to do as our anceſ- 
tors had done when ſimilar dangers threatened the conſtitu- 
tion. When the enemy had declared againſt us, and was in 


| the field, we knew what we had to dread and to oppoſe ; but 


a ſecret enemy could not be guarded againſt, and was therefore 
the moſt dangerous. Sir William ſaid, there were ſtages in 
treaſon and ſedition ; and the queſtion was, whether perſons 
were to be taken up before they had completed their progreſs 
to an overt act of treaſon, or afterwards ? It clearly appeared 
that a conſpiracy had been formed to ſettle a Convention that 
might ſuperſede the power of the Legiſlature. Upon theſe 
grounds he would vote againſt the motion. | 
Mr. Curauen ſtrenuouſſy ſupported the motion, and declared 
himſelf to be of opinion, that nothing but the moſt urgent and 
preſſing neceſſity could, in any degree; juſtify the preſent mea- 
lure; conſequently, if the miniſter was in poſſeſſion of any 
acts not yet brought forward, which he conceived could in- 
quce the Houſe to give their aſſent, he would do well to pro- 


duce them; as yet not a ſhadow of neceſſity had been exhi- 
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like the preſent, to extend the meaſure. Mr. Lambton de- 
clared, he felt a conſcious rectitude in the vote which he ſhould 
give that night; he courted not popularity by a ſyſtematical 


oppoſition to the meaſures of Adminiſtration : So far from 


it, that, on his coming down to the Houſe the preceding day, 
he felt a kind of pre-determination to ſupport the preſent mea- 
ſure, from an expectation that ſome proofs of a plot would be 
brought forward. Let Gentlemen picture to themſelves his 
diſappointment, when he found nothing but what all the world 
already knew, produced as a ground for ſo ſtrong a meaſure ! 
From his infancy he had been taught to revere the Habeas Cor- 
pus Act as the great palladium of Britiſh liberty; and through 
life he would guard it as ſuch. He had heard it ſaid, that mi- 
niſters would not abuſe this power, if entruſted to them; he 
did not believe they would dare to do ſo groſsly; but in his 
Parliamentary capacity, he felt that a conſtitutional jealouſy 
was a duty impoſed upon every Member: No man could deny, 
that to that jealouſy were owing ſome of the moſt uſeful pre- 
cautions and beneficial laws that this country poſſeſſed. So 
long as the Habeas Corpus Act exiſted, no man could loſe his 
freedom. Certain he was, that the Report, that had been 


made, did not juſtify the ſuſpenſion of that great palladium of 


our liberty. The Hon. Member had ſaid, that he knew no- 
thing of the Societies to which the Report referred : Their pro- 


ccedings met his reprobation. He admitted that there might 


be perfons in thoſe Societies of deſperate fortunes ; perſons 
that had every thing to gain, and nothing to loſe; but when 
he admitted that, did he admit that thoſe perſons were ſo nu- 
merous and reſpeCtable as to endanger the conſtitution ? Was 
the Executive Government ſo weak, as tobe unable to oppoſe 
them, without being - armed with new and: extraordinary 
powers? On the contrary, was it not well known that, without 
conſidering the great extent of power which the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration had been ſo induſtrious in accumulating, the in- 
fluence of the Crown was ſuthciently adequate to all the ordi- 
nary, or even extraordinary caſes, where it could be called into 
exerciſe ? There never was a time at which the Executive Go- 
vernment was ſo ſtrong as at preſent, when Societies were 


forming in all parts of the country in ſupport of the State, and 


when a numerous and powerful militia was embodied. 

Was not all England in arms, and ready to ſuppreſs any 
riots, which could ſhew themſelves. in any corner of the King's 
dominions ? With all theſe ſafeguards, where could this mighty 


danger, which was to juſtify the preſent extraordinary and un- 


conſtitutional exertion, exiſt ? In his conſcience, he believed 
there was none; and, under that conviction, he could not 
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agree to the propoſed ſuſpenſion. On the contrary, he was 


determined to vote as he did laſt night, if driven to the neceſ- 
ſity : But he ſtill hoped that miniſters would think better of it, 
and, by a ſhort delay, enable that Houſe, and the Country, to 
mature their judgments' upon ſo momentous a queſtion. In 
the courſe of his ſpeech, Mr. Lambton complimented Mr. 
Jekyll on his conduct and his argument, declaring, that ſo far 


from having deſerted the principles of his great anceſtor, they 


had been ſteadily adhered to by his able and learned ſucceſſor 
in name, in talents, and in patriotiſm. 1 | 
Sir William Yonge aſſured the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, that if every Member argned as he did, in a manly way, 
he, for one, would be pleaſed to hear him. He ſaid, we had 
to deal with men of dangerous and deſperate characters. 
When Cicero ſupprefſed the conſpiracy of Catiline, he was 


| obliged to ſtep beyond the ſtrict letter of the law, as an Hon. 


Gentleman (Mr. Jekyll) might know, if he would take the 
trouble to read the tranſfation of Cicero's ſpeeches on that bu- 
fineſs, What had Sir Robert Walpole ſtated in the year 
1722 ? That there was a ſet of men in the country, who had 


| formed a deſign of overturning the conſtitution ; that they had 


agreed to go to the Bank, and the Exchequer, and plunder 
them of all the money they might find in thoſe places; and 
that they had held traitorous correſpozdence with France, 
from whom they ſolicited the aſſiſtance of 5000 men. The 
Societies, whoſe ſedition was the cauſe of the preſent meaſure, 
had no doubt been guilty of ſimilar intentions; and it was the 
duty of the Houſe on the preſent occaſion to do as our anceſ- 
tors had done when ſimilar dangers threatened the conſtitu- 
tion. When the enemy had declared againſt us, and was in 
the field, we knew what we had to dread and to oppoſe ; but 
a ſecret enemy could not be guarded againſt, and was therefore 
the moſt dangerous. Sir William faid, there were ſtages in 
treaſon and ſedition; and the queſtion was, whether perſons 
were to be taken up before they had completed their progreſs 
to an overt act of treaſon, or afterwards ? It clearly appeared 
that a conſpiracy had been formed to ſettle a Convention that 
might ſuperſede the power of the Legiſlature. Upon theſe 
grounds he would vote againſt the motion. ET, 
Mr. Curtuen ſtrenuouſſy ſupported the motion, and declared 
himſelf to be of opinion, that nothing but the moſt urgent and 
preſſing neceſſity could, in any degree, juſtify the preſent mea- 
ſure; conſequently, if the miniſter was in poſſeſſion of any 
facts not yet brought forward, which he conceived could in- 
duce the Houſe to give their aſſent, he would do well to pro- 
duce them; as yet not a ſhadow of neceſſity had been exhi- 
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bited. It was alſo, in his conception, highly proper that the 
country at large ſhould be allowed reaſonable time to judge 
of the neceſſity; and he was convinced, if that were the caſe, 
that Houſe would have their table covered with addreſſes 
againſt the meaſure. He had no heſitation in ſaying, that he 
always conceived the miniſter had been deceiving the country 
with falſe and ill-founded alarms, and he had not the leaſt 
doubt upon the ſubject. If, however, it could be prove! that 
there did exiſt any real ground to apprehend danger, and e- 
lay were granted to allow men to judge of that; or i! the 
Bill, inſtead of unlimited duration, was to be paſſed as an 
experiment for a ſhort period; he might in that caſe be in- 
duced to give his aſſent. | N 

Mr. Burdon recalled to the recollection of the Houſe, the 
ill conſequences that might enſue from any delay in che pre- 
ſent proceeding. Without this Bill, there would be no power 
of apprehending perſons on ſuſpicion, however ſtrong. With- 
out the fulleſt proof, the moſt dangerous enemies of the King 
and conſtitution might walk at large, meditate their miſchief, 
and proceed in preparation for its moſt efteEtual execution, 
The Houſe was aware that three or four perſons were in cuſ- 
tody on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices. Gentlemen would 
remember, that while the Habeas Corpus Act remained unſuſ- 
pended, it was impoſſible to keep ſuch perſons in cuſtody for 
any conſiderable time. It might be neceſſary to detain perſons 
of that deſcription z becauſe, if ſufficient evidence was not had 
againſt them at one time, it might be at another. The conſe- 
quence of delay would be the eſcape of thoſe individuals. In 
order therefore to ſtrengthen the hands of miniſters, and enable 
them to avert the threatening danger, he ſhould be for pro- 
ceeding with the Bill with all poſſible expedition. | 

Mr. Baker thought the preſent a meaſure which involved 
the ſafety of the conſtitution; he therefore expreſſed his regret 
at his being under the neceſſity of differing, upon ſo important 
an occaſion, from thoſe with whom, at other times, he felt it 
his happineſs to coincide ; but upon this important criſis he 
could not reſiſt the conviction of the neceſſity of the meaſure 
propoſed. This meaſure, if fit to be purſued at all, ought in his 
judgment to be rendered as effectual as poſſible; thoſe, therefore, 
who thought it ought to be adopted at any time, could not poſ- 
ſibly conſent to an adjournment, Undoubtedly the proceeding 
went to the ſuſpenſion of one of the moſt eſſential Acts in the 
Statute Book; but, were the Report to be properly conſidered, 
it would be found that the ſafety of the country depended 
upon the ſpeedy adoption of the meaſure. Delay was pro- 
poſed for the purpoſe of conſulting the ſenſe of the countfy 
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upon it. Would Gentlemen have meetings called throughout 
the kingdom for that purpoſe? or were ſuch meetings the pro- 
per mode of deciding upon the propriety or neceſſity of mea- 
ſures, which, by the conſtitution of the country, were en- 
truſted in the hands of the Executive Government ? In differ- 
ing, however, on the preſent occaſion from Gentlemen of the 
Oppoſition, he begged not to be ſuppoſed to throw the flighteſt 
imputation either upon their principles or conduct, both of 
which, he was thoroughly convinced, were actuated by the beſt 
and pureſt motives. It had been ſaid, that the Societies, re- 
ferred to in the Report, taken in the whole, were compara- 
tively few in number to the reſt of the country, and therefore 
no danger was to be apprehended from them. Would it be 
denied, that a few men of dangerous and unprincipled deſigns 
were capable of fruſtrating the beſt intentions ? And, in faQ, 
was it not owing to a few men of this very deſcription, who 
had wormed themſelves into theſe Societies, that they had 
fallen into that miſconſtruction and diſrepute that they were 
at that moment labouring under? The preſent Bill was 
founded on the Report of a Secret Committee, appointed by 
ballot from among the Members of that Houſe : He admitted, 
certainly. that it would have been better, and had a greater 
appearance of fairneſs, if, on that ballot, the choice had not 
wholly fallen upon one deſcription of perſons, and that ſome 
of the Gentlemen conſtituting the Oppoſition had been in- 
cluded in it. Such as it was, however, he believed the indi- 
viduals of it to be men of honour z as ſuch he could not but 
give credit to their Report; he could not therefore refuſe to 
concur in the meaſure which that Report ſeemed ſo ſtrongly to 
require. PE . 
Mr. Milbank thought the common law of the land quite 
adequate to the correction of the evils complained of, and on 
that account conſidered the preſent extraordinary meaſure to be 
unneceſſary: He ſhould therefore vote for the adjournment. 
My. Serjeant Watſon ſaid, he was glad the queſtion of pre- 
cedents had been ſtarted, as he conſidered one precedent 
where practice and prudence were clearly united, worth 2 
hundred arguments built on theory. The preſent firuation 
of affairs would be found to juſtify the intended meaſures be- 
yonq former precedents, in two points particularly; the one, 
that the \ conſpirators on former occaſions were, unlike the 
preſent deſcription, men of character, independent of their 
particular offence 3 the other, that their object was not; like 
the preſent, to overturn and annihilate all veſtiges of our con- 
ſtitution, but to ſubſtitute one family in the room of another, 
one particular branch of the Legiſlature. He Poe 
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agreed in the praiſes beſtowed upon our conſtitution z but he 
did not therefore agree that we ſhould never ſuſpend any part 
of the eſſentials of it. On the contrary, he was decidedly of 
opinion, that, when neceſlity called for it, both prudence and 
diſcretion demanded that we ſhould rather ſacrifice a part for 
a time, than riſk the loſs of the whole for ever. Convinced 
that the preſent meaſure, if adopted at all, ſhould be adopted 
with all convenient ſpeed, he gave his negative to the motion 
of adjournment. 555 
The Houſe then divided on the queſtion of adjournment ; 
Fer the adjournment 37 
Againſt it JOE. 
| Majority 124 
BILL VESTING PECULIAR POWERS IN GOVERNMENT, 
The queſtion being put, That this Bill be now read a third 
ce time,” | 4 | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he could not but maintain that the plan 
mentioned in the Report was not accompanied with any proof 
that bore the miniſter out in his concluſion, namely, that the 
Habcas Corpus Act ought to be ſuſpended, in order to check 
thoſe proceedings, and prevent the accompliſhment of the ob- 
ject of the Societies in queſtion, He objected to this mea- 
ſure, becauſe it would exempt miniſters entirely from all re- 
ſponſibility. To allow miniſters to act as they pleaſed ſecretly, 
would be the leaſt of two evils; becauſe then, if they pro- 
eceded to violate the law, without or againſt evidence, they 
would, at leaſt, be acting under the terror of impeachment ; 
but here they were to be permitted to proceed without any 
foundation on evidence, as they ſhould pleaſe, without any 
reſponſibility whatever. The Committee who framed this 
Report had been appointed by ballot 3 the manner in which 
they were choſen did not deſerve the name of a ballot; an 
aſſertion, which he defied the boldeſt Gentleman preſent to 
deny. He differed from the Committee in all their conclu- 
ſions from the evidence they reported; and he doubted whe- 
ther all the evidence that ought to be before the Houſe was 
yet before it: He believed that the Committee were either de- 
© ceived themſelves, or wiſhed to deceive others; and that an 
attempt was now made to make the Houſe parties in the im- 
poſture. Much ſtreſs had been laid upon precedent ; he con- 
feſſed that precedent had little or no weight with him againſt 
principle; but he maintained that the reaſon of the thing, 
even according to precedent,' was againſt the preſent meaſure. 
He compared the precedent of 1722 with the preſent caſe ; a 


precedent which he ſaid was neither ſo dangerous or alarming 
| | ſp 
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as the meaſure then urged for acceptance. On the occaſion of 
Laper's plot, his Majeſty had declared from the throne, that 
the conſpirators had, by their emiffaries, made the ſtrongeſt 
inſtances for aſſiſtance to foreign powers, but being diſap- 
pointed in their expectations in that reſpect, they did not ſtop 
there, but, confiding in their own numbers, and not diſcou- 
raged by their former ill ſucceſs, they reſolved once more upon 
their own ſtrength ro attempt the ſubverſion of the govern- 
ment. For this purpoſe, they provided ſeveral ſums of mo- 
ney, engaged. a great number of foreign officers, received 
large quantities of arms and ammunition from abroad, and 
thought themſelves in ſuch readineſs, that if the plot had not 
been timely diſcovered, it was hard to fay where it would have 
ended. A doubt had been inſinuated on the laſt night, whe- 
ther, if he had lived at that period, he would have been as 
ready to oppoſe that meaſure, as he now was to oppoſe the 
preſent. This, if it meant any thing, was intended to con- 
vey the idea, that he was not ready to aſſiſt in ſtrengthening 
the hands of the Government when needed. To all ſuch in- 
ſinuations he ſhould only anſwer, as he had done on all ſimilar 
occaſions, that, as they merited his contempt, they ſhould 
meet with his filence. The next precedent in point of time 
was that of 1745, but that caſe was alſo very different. A 
rebellion at that time raged in the very heart of the country; a 
_ conſiderable number of men had actually appeared in arms, 
taken ſome holds, and in a few caſes defeated the regular 
troops of the country. Another precedent occurred in 17773 
the proceedings on that occaſion he propoſed to be read by the 
Clerk from their minutes, in order to prevent all doubt upon 


the ſubject. The Houſe would then find that a rebellion - 


raged in America. What was the deliberation of the Houſe 
on that occaſion ? On the 6th of February leave was aſked to 
bring in a Bill to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act. After a 
very warm debare, leave was given; it was brought in on 
the fame day, read a firſt time, and ordered to be printed. 
On the loth of the fame month it was read a ſecond time; 
on the 13th it was committed; on the 14th -the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the city of 


London preſented a petition againſt the ſaid Bill, which did 


great honour to their good ſenſe and patriotiſm ; after which 
the Bill was reported, and ordered to be printed; and on the 
17th of the ſame month it was read a third time. | l 
In the courſe of the debate on this important and alarming 
meaſure, it had been ſaid, that it was highly improper to ap- 
peal to the Public for their ſentiments upon it. Such doctrine 
was not very conſiſtent with the conduct of the miniſter on 
| | former 
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former occaſions. Was that Houſe to be reminded of that 
| . of affectation with which he had, in ſo many inſtances, 


profeſſed to appeal from their deciſions, to what he termed 
« The Public Voice?“ Was it then a right and fitting) thing 


to be done, only when the event was likely to prove advantage- 


ous to himſelf; but when there appeared any danger of the 
Public differing from him, was it to be reprobated as indecent 
and unconſtitutional ? Of that deſcription was his memorable 
appeal in 1784. Of the oe oor was the uſe made 

the ſlave trade, wherein 
it was naturally and fairly ſuppoſed, that Houſe might be in- 


fluenced and quickened by the ſtrong expreſſion of the public 


opinion. Upon a ſimilar Fange did the miniſter act in 
1782, when, upon his defeat on the ſubject of Parliamentary 
Reform, he had recourſe to reſolutions at the Thatched Houſe 
"Tavern in St. James's-ſtreet, in concert with John Horne 


Tooke, and thoſe unfortunate gentlemen who were labouring 


under the ſeverities of conviction, and ſtill ſeverer ſentences, 
only for perſevering in thoſe ſentiments which others had 
abandoned. The 


ight Hon. Gentleman had then reſolved, 
That conſidering it was in vain to look to Parliament for a 
regeneration, originating within itſelf, it be recommended to 
the People throughout the kingdom to aſſemble during the en- 
ſuing ſummer, in diſtricts, for the purpoſe of an application to 
Parliament upon that ſubje&,” Would it be ſaid, that the ob- 


et of thoſe meetings was not to ſuperſede the functions of 
arliament, but to make application for reform ? What then, 


upon the face of their proceedings, as contained in the Report, 
could be attributed to the preſent Societies, but a recommend- 


ation of what they call a Convention, for preciſely the ſelf-ſame 
purpoſes, only that, becauſe the word petition was not expreſsly 
mentioned, the abſurd and iniquitous deſign was imputed to 
them of fuperſeding that Houſe in the exerciſe of their func- 


tions? What was the conduct of the miniſter in the year 1782, 


when his pretended ſincerity for a Parliamentary Reform bad 
been defeated in that Houſe, by a motion for the Order of the 
Day? He had abandoned it for ever. William Pitt, the re- 
former of that day, was William Pitt the proſecutor, aye, and 
perſecutor too, of reformers now. He who thought fit to 
inflame the paſſions of the people, and to inſtigate them to a 
contempt for the Houſe of Commons then, would not at pre- 
ſent allow the people to judge of their own rights and deareſt 
intereſts, but perſecuted, with the real bitterneſs of an apol- 


tate, his own partner in the queſtion of Parliamentary Re- 


form. He had that very day been examining as a priſoner 


John Horne Tooke for perſevering in his ſentiments. This 


ſame 


crimiz 


crimit 


of Coz 


:Vo 


ſame William Pitt, who had once taught tlie Public to believe 
that nothing honeſt was to be expected from the Houſe of 
Commons, and that the poople ſhould do every thing for 

t the people ſhould do nothing for 


ſpeculative 8 to abandon them to the fury of their apo- 
ſtate foe. 
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that he had no hope of reform, but from the people them- 
ſelves; that that Houſe would never reform itſelf, or deſtroy 
the corruption by which it was ſupported, by any other means 
than thoſe of the reſolutions of the people, acting on the pru- 


dence of that Houſe, and on which the people ought to re- 


"ſolve. That point they could only accompliſh by meeting in 
bodies. Such was the language of the miniſter in 17823 but 
he did not know what his ſentiments were now, for who could 
know the ſentiments of an apoſtate, who had no rule for his 
guidance but his own conſcience ? e ee 
An Hon. Member (Mr. Windham) had, upon a former de- 
bate, aſſerted, that the doctrine of univerſal ſuffrage was only 
fitted for the refuſe of the people; it might be ſo, but if it 
were ſo, of that deſcription preciſely were William Pitt and 
the Duke of Richmond. The Duke had been the advocate 
for univerſal ſuffrage, and in ſupport of that doctrine the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had been moſt ſtrenuous. In proof of this 
aſſertion, he quoted the Duke's letter to Colonel Sharman, 
wherein he had laid it down, „That attempts at a partial Re- 
form had been ſo often and ſo vainly made in the Houſe 
of Commons, that nothing more was to be expected from that 
quarter; and that all Reform, if ever it took place, was to be 
looked for from the people alone.“ Theſe were the ſentiments 
of the Duke of Richmond at that time; but he had accom- 
panied theſe ſentiments with a plan, preciſely what the So- 


cieties now recommend, “ univerſal ſuffrage, and annual 


"repreſentation.” What then had theſe perſons done, more 
than the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Duke of Rich- 
mond? And what had thoſe victims, Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer, 
the ſeverity of whoſe puniſhments would force even apathy itſelf 
to exclaim, ſaid or done more than this, to expoſe them to their 
preſent ſufferings? Had the papers of the Duke of Richmond 

| Been ſeized upon that occaſion, and had it been moved thereon 
to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, would it have been borne 
for a moment? And yet the only difference was, that thoſe 
who then ſat on one fide of the Houſe at preſent ſat on the 
other. The Bill under diſcuflion went to a general ſuſpenſion 
of the rights of the ſubject, viz. to give an unlimited con- 
troul to the executive power. And what had been diſcovered 
by examining the fine velvet bag which the miniſter brought 
into the Houſe in ſo ſolemn a manner? Nothing but what 
every body knew twelve years ago, and what theſe Societies 
had thought fit to reprint and publiſh in the year 1794. lt 
Was for this that the Habeas Corpus Act was to be ſuſpended, 
and the perſonal liberty of every individual in the kingdom 
Was to be placed in the hands of the King's miniſter. _ 
e | | agreco, 
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agreed, that in extreme caſes, extreme powers ſhould be given z 
and if the caſe were made out, he was ready to accede to the 
meaſure propoſed ; but was there any ſuch caſe eſtabliſhed ? 


| What was the charge brought againſt thoſe Societies? A deſign 
| to overturn the conſtitution. . They profeſſed only to aim at 


obtaining a reform in the repreſentation of Parliament. He 


did not pretend to be learned in the law; but he always un- 
| derſtood, that nothing but overt acts were legal evidence of 


intention. What was the overt act by which the charge was 


| attempted to be proved againſt them? The propoſing to call 
| an Aſſembly, or, as it was termed, a Convention. This, at the 
| moſt, could be only conſtrued into ſedition, even if it could be 


proved that their deſigns were different from their profeſſions. 
He wiſhed to know, by what conſtruction of law, or of com- 
mon ſenſe, it was, that we were to conclude men intended 
what they did not profeſs ; that when they ſaid, they meant to 
obtain a e eee Reform by conſtitutional means, * 
intended to pull down the conſtitution by force? The law af- 


forded means to puniſh thoſe who acted unjuſtly, and that was 
ſufficient in this caſe. He was ſure, that if this meaſure were 


ſubmitted to the people at large, they would expreſs their ab- 
horrence of it in ſuch a manner, that it would be impoſſible to 
paſs it, even through that Houſe. But ſuppoſing, merely for 
the ſake of argument, that thoſe Societies were dangerous, 
was that Convention, ſo much talked of, likely to aſſemble fo 
ſoon, that Government would be unable to prevent that danger? 
Nothing like it; he verily believed, the real reaſon for this diſ- 
patch was, the conviction of the miniſter, that if he did not 
paſs it by ſtealth, the Public would not ſuffer him to paſs it at 
all. He aſſerted this on the conviction, that, if obſervations 
of this kind were not made, and the public attention called to 
the ſubject, a blow might ſoon be given that would deſtroy our 
liberties for 'ever. This meaſure was part of that ſyſtem of 
alarm which had been adopted to keep the Public from ſeein 
their real ſituation. He had no doubt, that when this buſineſs 
came to be properly examined by the Public, as very ſoon it 
would, the deception would be diſcovered; and thoſe who 
endeavoured to expoſe it, by oppoſing the preſent Bill, would 
be thanked by the Public Gr their exertions. Perhaps the 
miniſter had another trick to play. If he ſhould diſſolve Parlia- 
ment ſoon after this, he might poſſibly derive ſome advantage for 

a time from it. He did not know whether that was his intention 
or not. It might be the remaining trick he had to play; but. 


| he believed it would be the laſt: Be that as it might, Mr. 
| Grey ſaid, he had done his duty in o poſing this. Bill, and he 


Was confident he had laid down ſufficient ground for rejecting 
| | Ss Nr | N 
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it. As a contraſt to the preſent Bill, and the manner by which 
it was attempted to be paſſed, he defired that the proceedings 
on the Journals of the 6th of February 1679, might be read; 
which being done, %%% 

Mr. Canning obſerved, that the Hon. Gentleman who had 
juſt ſat down, appeared to him to have argued the queſtion 
upon grounds not only too narrow in themſelves, but alſo in- 


ere 


ſuch a meaſure, were we not juſtified in wn hank, new and ex- 
-of offences? 


* 
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whereas this plan was- deſigned to hinder one from aſſembling 
in Great Britain; and fince the Houſe had ſeventeen times 
declared their apprehenſions of ſuch an event, it. was. not re- 
quiſite for him to add a ſingle word upon the ſubject. eſpeci- 
ally aſter what had fallen from a reſpectable Member (Mr. 
Baker); who had till this time given his ſupport to the Hon. 
Gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Fox). When precedents made for 
Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houle, they were en- 
forced with the utmoſt energy, animation, and pertinacity z, 
but when they made againſt them, they were ſcouted and re- 
viled. Thus it was during the war; if our traops, or our 
allies,” obtained a victory, it was immediately ſaid, that this 
was no uncommon caſe, and was a thing that even the enemy 
expected; but if any failure happened, it was magnified im- 
mediately into a defeat, and the meaſures of Government, and 
the conduct of our commanders, were implicated without 
the ſmalleſt delicacy or reſerve, He was willing to grant them 
either argument; but he did not think it candid or fair, that, 
to ſerve their own purpoſes, they ſhoald prey upon both. He 
would not argne as to the proof of the danger that induced his 
Majeſty's miniſters to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act; the 
Report of the Secret Committee juſtified the meaſure, and he 
was willing, for his part, to take the word of Government. 
It was obſerved by Gentlemen, that if time were given, peti- 
tions would crowd from all parts of the country, and cover 
the table of the Houſe; and it had been alſo remarked by a 
Learned Serjeant, that ſuch petitions would not flow from the 
people legally aſſembled, but from thoſe very perſons whoſe 
conduct authoriſed the preſent meaſure. Mr. Canning de- 
clared, that he was not to be intimidated by petitions from 
any quarter, as long as he was convinced that he acquitted 
himſelf juſtly as a Repreſentative of the People, for the benefit 
of his country. He Fall himielf, ſo far, in a high and exalted 


 fituation, paramount to any ſuch conſideration; and as long 


fo he exerciſed the authority delegated to him conſiſtent with 
e dictates of his conſcience, he was not to be biaſſed by ay 
inſtructions, let them flow from whatever quarter they might. 
Mr. Canning then adverted to the conduct of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, when he had ſtood forward an advocate for 
Parliamentary Reform; what he thought on that ſubject at 
preſent ſignified but little, He, however, entertained the 

ä ſame opinions with his Right Hon. Friend; he ſupported him 
in thoſe opinions, and he agreed with him, 5 T hat though 
ſuch a Reform might be not improper for diſcuſſion in time of 
peace, yet it was a propoſition that ought not to be agitated in 
imes of tumult and ſtorm.” This was not a PR when 
1 | | entle- 


| 


j 
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Gentlemen ſhould take a partial view of a ſubject; they 
ſhould not look to a part, but the whole. The obſervations 
which had been made on the ſuppoſed political apoſtacy of his 
Right Hon. Friend,.had no relation to the queſtion in debate, 
and were in themſelves ſo weak and futile as to be hardly 
worth attention; though, perhaps, it would become him to 
conſider the advantages which would reſult from this meaſure, 
contraſted with the evils which might ariſe from the loudly 
threatened ſeceſſion of the Hon. Gentleman and his aſſociates. 
He himſelf had no heſitation to declare, that if the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in future ſhould return to his former opinion, it 
was probable that he might again agree with him. If miniſters 
' were to proceed in this buſineſs, they were threatened with the 
vengeance of the people, and Parliament was menaced with the 
_ diminution of its numbers; but he did not perceive the direful 
conſequences that would reſult to the country if ſuch threats 
were carried into execution, He was of opinion, that any ſuch 
ſeceſſion would be counterbalanced by the good that mult ariſe 
to the nation from carrying into effect the judicious meaſure 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Houſe. With regard to 
the people, he had a better opinion of their good ſenſe, tha'e 
thoſe who ſuppoſed that they could not diſtinguiſh their friends; 
they had been put to the proof by the public ſubſcriptions pro- 
poled by miniſters; and however that meaſure was decried, it 
was found that their pulſe beat in perfect uniſon with that of 
Government. Mr. Canning concluded by obſerving, that how- 
ever he, with his friend, might be threatened with ſeceſſions 
in the Houſe; and diſturbances abroad, yet they would never 
be brought to conſider themſelves as the ambaſſadors from fo- 
reign ſtates; but ſhould continue to know and feel their 
own dignity, and wait for the ſubſequent approbation of the 
eople. 7 55 ; 5 Et, 

1 In ordinary times it was the duty of the Houſe to ſee that 
every part of the conſtitution was kept in repair, but now it 
was their duty to protect the whole. He knew that the Mem- 
bers of that Houſe were conſidered as the beſt guardians and 
protectors of the people, with whom every pulſe and artery 
moved in uniſon with thoſe of Parliament. 

_ Mr. Lambton explained, and ſaid, that Sir Robert Walpole | 
had ſtrong grounds to induce us to believe, that the conſpi- 55 
rators, in his day, had applied for 5000 men to foreign po- With 
tentates; but not a word had been advanced to ſhew, nor was muſt ſe 


the leaſt evidence given to prove, that any of the Societies of could r 
the preſent day had applied to France for any number of men; ſurdity 
nor had they proclaimed at Charing Croſs a Republic one and eulogiu 


indiviſible. In 1745; the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act 
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was moved for under circumſtances totally different from the 
preſent. A rebellion exiſted, and the unprincipled Lovat had 
notorious traitors in his houſe, and under his protect ion. 
Arms had been tranſmitted to Scotland to the rebels; and ſo 
cautious was the miniſter of that day, in adopting ſo ſtrong a 


| meaſure, that he did not venture until the rebellion had ac- 


tually broken out. The eaſes therefore were ſo far totally dif- 
tin and diſſimilar. oa to ne Oe IN 
It was, perfectly. conſiſtent 'in Mr. Grey, he thought, to 
argue on precedent, though denying its authority, as it was 
the only argument to which the other fide ſeemed diſpoſed to 
attend. He denied his having admitted that the leaſt degree 
of danger exiſted; all he had ſaid was, that he believed there 
might be men in the country of bad intentions and deſperate 
views. Their number and influence he had thought very in- 
ſignificant. To the Friends of the People he had belonged, 
and ſhould continue' to belong, while they adhered to laudable 
and conſtitutional principles. 2 5 
Mr. Baker declared, that he too had belonged to the Society 
of the Friends of the People (as they called themſelves) as 
long as he could adhere to them with ſafety. | 
| r. Courtenay commenced his ſpeech with an ironical eulo- 
gium on the brilliant abilities of Mr. Canning; he admired 
them, he- ſaid, exceedingly; but he did not know whether 
he moſt admired the arguments he diſplayed, or the ingenuity 
with which he defended his Right Hon. Friend, the Chan- 


| cellor of the Exchequer. An Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Grey) 
had pointed out a fact, and the Hon. Gentleman had con- 


feſſed it, by admitting that the miniſter was an apoſtate; and, 
through complaiſance, had declared, that he himſelf was one 
alſo. He had declared his friend guilty, and taken guilt upon 
his own ſhoulders. He had continued (Mr. Courtenay ob- 
ſerved) by profeſſing, that he participated in his Right Hon. 
Friend's diſgrace, and pleaſed himſelf,” that if he ſhould 
hereafter reſume his former principles, he ſhould incur the 


_ ſame penalty. The Hon. Gentleman ſeemed attached to his 
friend, as neceſſary probably to promote his fortune: 


Thus a light ſtraw, whirb'd round with ev'ry blaſt, * 
Is carried off in ſome dog's tail at laſ]. 


With regard to the arguments which had been adduced, he 


muſt ſay, that he had not heard a ſingle ſyllable uttered, that 


. could make him change his opinion as to the impolicy and ab- 


ſurdity of the meaſure in debate. Aſter beſtowing the higheſt 
eulogium on the Habeas Corpus Act, Monteſquieu, in his 


Spirit of Laws, had pronounced it the palladium of Engliſh 


liberty; 
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liberty; an Act that never ought to be repealed; nor, indeed, 
ſhiould any Engliſhman, Who knew the value of his li- 
berty, fuffer it even to be ſuſpended, however ſhort the time 
Propoſed. Nothing could juſtify the ſuſpenſion, but great 
and imminent danger to the ſtate; and the actual exiſtence of 
rebellion. During the rebellion of 1745, the people were not 
only notoriouſly diſaffected to the family on the throne, but 
religion was mixed with their diſaffection. The exploded 
Aockrines of the divine right of Kings influenced mens minds, 
and every thing dangerous was expected to ariſe from the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe troubleſome times,. When the Act was 
ſuſpended daring the American war, America was voted in a 
Nate of open rebellion; it was coneeived eat that time, that 
ſeveral perſons might come over and influence mens minds; 
Lord North, however, introduced a clauſe, that the penalties 
of the Bill ſhould not attach to any perſon ho had been for a 
limited time out of the kingdom. Mr. Courtenay contended, 
that the Report preſented by the Seeret Committee did not 
ſtate any diſtribution of arms to have taken place, neither did it 
mention that any correſpondenee had been kept up with the 
enemy. He. ſaid, that even Mr. Reeves had not produced 
any evidence on the ſubject; and if a witneſs had been ſub- 
orned merely to ſanction the danger which miniſters pro- 
feſſed to apprehend, he ſhould conceive it nothing more, on 
their part, han a pious fraud.” From conſidering; the cir- 
cumſtances in their preſent point of view, he muſt aver, that 
there were no Juſt or good grounds for the ſuſpenſion of the 
© Habeas Corpus Act; and was free to confeſs, that it was one 
of the artful deluſions which: had been practiſed before, merely 
to agitate and alarm the public mind, to turn it aſide, and di- 
vert it from reflecting on the circumſtances: of the war. It 
was calculated to deſtroy the focial intercourſe between men, 
and to make each perſon afraid to truſt his neighbour. It had, 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, been reported that morning, that the 
Committee had fince diſcovered further matter, and were in 
full poſſeſſion of competent proof of the exiſtence of a danger- 
ous and alarming conſpiracy; but as that proof was not brought 
forward, he Had a right to infer: the direct contrary, that on 
farther examination no ſuch. proof would be found. He de- 
clared himſelf at a loſs to conjecture how his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters could adopt thoſe meaſures which my ſo-much repro- 
" bated in a neighbouring country; for certainly the ſame thing 
had been done in France by Barrere and Robeſpierre. When 
they ſaw. themſelves threatened with danger, they had in- 
ſtantly diſcovered a plot, which they ſubmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, before whoſe abſolute lin 
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victims of their diſlike or diſapprobation were immediately 
ſacrificed. So far the Chancellor of the Exchequer had pre- 
ciſely followed their example, and had proved himſelf per- 
fectiy ſkilled both in ſimulation and diſſimulation A loud 


cry to Onder] | 
Me Speaker ſaid, that the Hon. Member would recollect, 
he muſt refrain from any perſonal reflection, which the de- 
corum of debate had expreſsly forbidden. tt. 
' The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was uncertain whe- 
ther the ſentiments of an individual Member ſhould interfere 
in any caſe with the general orders of the Houſe; but he was 
free to declare, that nothing which fell from the Gentleman 
in queſtion (Mr. Courtenay) could poſſibly be offenſive to 


him. | | | 1.59 5 
Sir George Howard ſaid, he was the oldeſt Member of that 
Houſe, and was of opinion, that all perſonality was irrelevant 
to the ſubject of debate, and that it too often occurred, and 
ought to be diſpenſed with altog ether. 0 
Mr. Courtenay replied, that if the Right Hon. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had waited for him to finiſh his ſentence, he 
ſhould have been ſpared the mortification of hearing his re- 
buke. He intended to have ſaid, if ſuffered to proceed, that 
Lord Bacon remarked, that there could be no great miniſter 
evithout ſimulation and diſſimulation. As to what the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had faid with reſpect to himſelf, he was 
convinced, from his complacency and benignity of counte- 
nance, that he was really ſincere, and ſo far could not charge 
him with diſſimulation. Mr. Courtenay next adverted to a 
hand-bill, which he received coming to the Houſe, and which 
had been circulated with great induitry, and read with no leſs 
avidity. Perhaps it was a ſpecimen of one of the future Re- 
ports of the Secret Committee. It was to the following 
ene G5! | 5 
Treaſon ] treafon ! treaſon! or England's danger and 
deliverance! being a circumſtantial account of the deep and 
deſperate plots lately diſcovered, for delivering up the Duke 
of York, and all the Britiſh and allies, into the hands of the 
French, by Captain W—— to be cut to pieces.—Alfo an 
account of the eſcape of the Hon. A H R from the New 
Priſon, in Dublin, to France, where he carried intelligence 
to the enemy. Together with the apprehenſion of I S—, 
Eſq. and Captain W—, with their examination. To which 
is added, an account of the dreadful inſurrection and revolu- 
tion in Poland, where the King is impriſoned, and in danger 
with great and wonderful news from France“ | 
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It was evident that no proof exiſted of a plot to overturn the 


conſtitution, but the Right Hon. Gentleman knew it from 


what ſurpaſſed all proof—from intuition. . 
Mr. Courtenay next pointed out the danger of arming the 


Executive Government with ſo much diſcretionary power. 


When miniſters became exempt from reſponſibility, their 
conduct was too often regulated by caprice and injuſtice. 
They juſtified every act of oppreſſion on the plea of ſtate ne- 
ceſſity. Much had been ſaid of the clemency of miniſters in 
the buſineſs; but on that ſubject he muſt ſay, that he would 
not truſt much to their humanity. He inſtanced a circum- 
ſtance relating to Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer, gentlemen of re- 
ſpectability, and of as good education as many Gentlemen in 
that Houſe. He had proofs in his poſſeſſion of the humanity 
of miniſters with reſpect to theſe gentlemen. Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, he aſſerted, from a letter which he had copied, had 
been applied to, that theſe gentlemen ſhould not be treated as 
common felons ; but the application, it appeared, had proved 
fruitleſs; and they would actually have been bolted down in 
the hold with common culprits, if they were not ſuffered to 
remain in a damp and confined room, in company with a 
dozen of ſoldiers. This act of humanity proceeded from the 
feelings of a ſerjeant; for a Britiſh ſoldier had ſometimes as 
much feeling as a Britiſh miniſter. In conſequence of theſe, 
and other circumſtances, he did not wiſh to entruſt the King's 
miniſters with the power to take up and confine whom they 
pleaſed. He mentioned the circumſtance to give Mr. Dundas 
an opportunity of contradicting it if he could, and would 
conclude with declaring, that he ſhould give every oppoſition 
in his power to the Bill, becauſe it ſtruck deeply at the very 
exiſtence of the conſtitution, as ſubjecting innocent perſons 
to extreme oppreſſion, and as being introduced by perſons for 
whom, as miniſters, he had the utmoſt contempt. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that with reſpect to the charges 
brought forward againſt Government by the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Courtenay), no imputation whatever could lie. With re- 
gard to the humanity of his own conduct upon the occaſion, he 
ſhould leave that to the judgment of thoſe who knew him in 
public and private life. The information, that he had cauſed 
or commanded theſe perſons to be treated as common felons, 
from whatever quarter the Hon. Member might have received 
it, he muſt ſay, was a direct falſehood; on the contrary, he 
had ſaid to many perſons who had applied to him in behalf of 
theſe unfortunate men, that however he might differ wit.. 
them in the opinion of their guilt, and the juſtice of their ba- 
niſnment, * deſirous 5 paying every attention to an 
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birth and rank in ſociety, which the nature of their ſituation 
could poſſibly admit; and he pledged his veracity as a gentle- 
man, that every order which he ever iſſued with. regard to 
their treatment, had been to that purpoſe. 'That any of thoſe 
gentlemen ever applied to the Crown for mercy he poſitive] 


| denied; for the petitions which were preſented on their behalf, 


one and all of them, begged the interference of the royal 
prerogative upon the ground of the illegality of the ſentence, 
and the injuſtice of the puniſhment, and were therefore not 


| applications to the mercy, but to the judgment, of the Crown. 
There was a-petition preſented from the parents of one of 
| thoſe perſons (Mr. Muir), to permit him to be W e with 


neceſſaries to render his voyage comfortable. He had heard 


of this petition being preſented, and, though convinced of its 


informality, ſuffered it to take its effect, without any inter- 


| ference on his part; but when the friend, who had this peti- 


tion preſented, viſited Mr. Muir in the hulks, and informed 
him of the ſtep that had been taken in his favour, Mr. Muir, 


| inſtead of being grateful for the interceſſion of his friends, 


exprefſed his reſentment that any perſon whatever ſhould trou- 
ble themſelves concerning his affairs; that he defired no 
mercy ; that he gloried in what he had done, and conſidered 
his ſufferings, in the cauſe in which he had engaged, an 
honour, and not a puniſhment. That gentleman would have 
conſidered Mr. Muir wrong in his intellects, had not he told 


| him, that he had been viſited by certain laſtrious perſons, 
| who, perhaps, might have infuſed into his head this wild en- 


thuſiaſtic contempt of puniſhment, and diſdain of mercy. 
Such was the ſtatement of the facts with regard to thoſe con- 
victs; and, admitting the legality of their ſentences, and the 


| Juſtice of their puniſhments, which that Houſe had ſanctioned, 


he did not think there could be any N to the 
ith regard to the 
meaſure immediately before the Houſe, it had been aſſerted 
on a preceding night, that that Bill was unſupported by 0 
cedent, and that miniſters were contending for a repeal of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and the deſtruction of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the ſubject, and the ſubverſion of the conſtitution. 
It ſeemed to be now the faſhion to. feel extremely ſceptical 
with regard to precedents; none were allowed to be in point, 
unleſs To circumſtances which gave riſe to the adoption of 
the former meaſure exactly correſponded with the preſent 
emergency. This coincidence of circumſtances might never 
occur; nay, it was almoſt impoſſible an exact coincidence 
ever mould. It was always ſufficient for the adoption of any 


meaſure, that the preſſure of the moment demanded ſuch an 
EI Es F2 extra- 
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extraordinary interpoſition, and that was the queſtion to be at 
this time diſcuſſed. It might, perhaps, be of ſome import- 
ance to conſider the queſtion of precedents; and, in his opi- 
nion, it would, in this cafe, be ſufficient to. enumerate the 


whole, and from ſuch enumeration to draw an inference that 
would juſtify the propriety of the preſent application to Par- 


liament. Since the Revolution, the Habeas Corpus Act had 
been ſuſpended no leſs than nine times; during the beſt times 
of this country, and under the beſt and wiſeſt miniſters that 
ever governed it. Had it been found that, during any of the 
numerous fuſpenſions of this Act, the dreadful conſequences 
painted in ſuch ſombre colours had ever followed? Had any 
hiſtorian ever faid, had any man ventured to alledge, that the 
rights and privileges of Engliſhmen ſuffered any diminution ? 
Had they not ſurvived theſe calamities, and been amply er- 


joyed by their poſterity? Former Parliaments, on ſimilar oc- 


cafions, had not heſitated to veſt ſuch an authority in the 
Executive Government, without fearing that ſo falutary a 
meaſure, under ſuch circumſtances, would' ſubvert the con- 
ſtitution. For the truth of that aſſertion he appealed to the 
beſt hiſtorians of this country ; they eſtabliſhed the fact ; and 
he was on that account the more ſurpriſed at the grounds on 
which the prefent oppoſition to the meaſure was founded. 
The neceſſity, it might be ſaid, was more apparent on thoſe 
occaſions, and the danger more formidable than on the pre- 
ſent ; but, for his part, he would rather have to contend with 
an open and avowed enemy, than to reſiſt the ſecret poiſon 
that operates unſeen, and againſt which it is therefore morc 
difficult to provide an antidote ! Let no man, however, be fo 
hardy as to fay, that correſpondence with a foreign enemy 
was a thing impoſſible, or that it could not exiſt. Ir had been 
ſaid, that the perſons who were now conſpiring againſt the 
conſtitution, were not men of high rank and property, but 
men without property, without influence, and therefore un- 
worthy notice: In his opinion, that increaſed the neceſſity of 


applying a ſpeedy and effectual remedy to the miſchief ; be- 


cauſe ſuch men had much to gain from anarchy and confuſion, 
nothing to loſe. When men of that deſcription ſet about 
reforming the conſtitution, their aſſociation became a conſpi- 
racy for plunder ; they naturally declared war againſt every 
thing rendered reſpectable by rank and authority, and were 
not retarded by any ſcruples in the means of proſecuting their 
infamous deſigns. It was not a Parliamentary Reform would 

ſatisfy theſe men. The reſolutions of one of their Societies 
expreſsly declared, That ſome things were not to be ſub- 
mitted to either with or without the ſanction of — x 


Prayi1 
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All the Societies certainly did not go ſo far; but at the ſame 
time he had no heſitation in ſaying, that a convention which 
had for its avowed object aniuerſal ſuffrage and annual parlia- 
ments, could only exiſt by ſubverting the Monarchy and the 
Parliament, and on their ruins would introduce anarchy and 
deſolation. © | #254 5 
On, the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, it had become 
faſhionable for reformers to reſort to the conduct of his Right 
Hon. Friend (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) : But would 
any man ſay, that he ever held opinions ſimilar to thoſe pro- 
feſſed by that Right Hon. Gentleman? He was railed at for 
apoſtacy, but there was no ſpecification. of the principles on 
which he ated. The Duke of Richmond was alſo occaſion- 
ally introduced as the friend of ſuch a meaſure, and his ſenti- 
ments quoted with peculiar avidity when they anſwered ther 
purpoſes of certain Gentlemen; but at other times his politi- 
cal opinions were not treated with either much delicacy or 
attention: If the Duke of Richmond ever held thoſe opinions, 
it was but a proof that a wiſe man might adopt a very fooliſh 
theory. It was very true, men might form in their cloſets, 
ſpeculations, theories, and plans of reform, for their amuſe- 
ment, which might be ſuch as could not, or would not, be 
gravely ſtated for the purpoſe of being put in execution. Such 
opinions of his Grace had given riſe to much declamation ; 
but thoſe which did equal honour to his head and heart were 
paſſed over in filence. That propoſition of univerſal ſuffrage 
and annual Parliaments was ſuch a one as neither the Noble 
Duke, nor any other friend to his country, would attempt to 
bring forward at the preſent period, when the only effect of it 
could be to propagate the ſame ſpirit which had deſolated 
France. None of the Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the 
Houſe, however, maintained that doctrine ; though the Hon. 
Gentleman who laſt year brought forward the ſubject of Par- 
hamentary Reform, ſaid that he would prefer univerſal ſuf- 
frage to no reform at all; a very imprudent declaration, which 
he was ſorry to hear from a Gentleman of his character and 
| abilities. It was faſhionable to raiſe the cry againſt his Hon. 
Friend (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), becauſe he had 
changed his opinion on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. 
Had none of thoſe Gentlemen, who called him an apoſtate, 
| ever changed their own opinions on the ſame ſubject? Had 
they not found it neceflary to conſult times and ſeaſons ? 
If not, why had not the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey) who 
preſented the petition from the Friends of the People laſt year; 
Praying a reform in the repreſentation, renewed his motion. 
this year? (Mr, Grey replied acroſs the table, © Becauſe it 
1 | 5 could 
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could not be made with ſafety.“) Then that Hon. Gentle- 


man had. thought it proper to conſult times and ſeaſons, and 
ns and God forbid he ſhould drive him from that ſober. 
way of thinking : He rejoiced that he had adopted it. At the 
time when that Hon. Gentleman had declared himſelf the ad- 


vocate of a Parliamentary Reform, he was warned that the 


queſtion would ſoon get into other hands, who would pay 
very little regard to his views or intentions; he was then ad- 
viſed to reflect how inadequate he would feel himſelf © 20 /t 
in the whirlwind, and direct the eee, Would the Hon. Gen- 
tleman at preſent ſay that theſe predictions are not fulfilled? 
Would he now ſay that perſons, of a very different deſcription 
from thoſe with whom he choſe to act, had not now taken up 
the ſubject? The plain fact was, that Parliamentary Re- 
form was either purſued on the plan of univerſal ſuffrage, and 
annual Parliaments, or it was made a ſtalking-horſe to conceal 


the ambition of individuals, and their infamous deſigns againſt 


the conſtitution. It was true, the Society of the Friends of 


the People had refuſed to co-operate with the Correſponding 


Society. He could wiſh, however, that when they rejected 
their proffered aſſiſtance, they had done it in terms leſs polite, 
and more ſtrongly expreſſive of an abhorrence of the infa- 


mous deſigns of the other Society; for the whole conduct of 


the Correſponding Society plainly ſhewed that they had no- 
thing leſs in view than univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parlia- 
ments; that was, in other words, the total ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution. He begged leave once more to repeat, that he 
meant no reflection whatever on the Hon. Gentleman's con- 
duct, in having declined the renewal of his motion for Parlia- 
mentary Reform this ſeſſion of Parliament; on the contrary, 
he highly applauded his prudence and diſcretion. At a mo- 
ment like the preſent, there was more true courage in keeping 
back, than in an obſtinate perſeverance. With reſpect to the 
obſcurity of thoſe men, that was a circumſtance which parti- 
cularly called for their ſuppreſſion. The moſt obſcure men in 
France were thoſe who contributed moſt to the revolution; 
and he muſt again ſay, he would rather grapple with an avowed 
enemy and open rebellion, than contend with that ſecret and 
ſilently adminiſtered and ſpreading poiſon, againſt the opera- 
tions of which no prudence can guard, no ſagacity effectually 

provide. | : 55 
Mr. Grey roſe to explain. After thanking Mr. Dundas for 
the perſonal reſpect ſhewn him in the courſe of his ſpeech, he 
faid that he had undoubtedly viſited Mr. Muir on board the 
hulks, and had found him exactly as that Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had repreſented him to bez a man animated by ſtrong 
. enthu- 
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enthuſiaſm, who conceived that he had committed nothing 
wrong, and who did not therefore feel his ſentence as an igno- 
miny. To that enthuſiaſm he had not given, nor did he con- 
ceive it was poſſible to give, any additional ſtrength. On his 
application to Mr. Dundas, in favour of theſe unfortunate men, 
he was alſo ready to admit, that the Right Hon. Gentleman. 


had ſhewn every diſpoſition to alleviate their ſufferings, On 
one point of Mr. Dundas's argument he thought it neceſſary 


to ſet him right. When he had mentioned acroſs the table, 
that he had poſtponed his motion for a Parliamentary Reform, 
becauſe it could not be made with ſafety ; what he meant by 
the expreſſion was ſimply, that he did not think it would meet 
with the defired ſucceſs : He did not wiſh to expoſe it to the 
cavil and depreciation of which the enemies of the meaſure 
would avail themſelves. Nothing could be further from his 
thoughts than to ſtate the preſent ſeaſon as unfavourable to the 
meaſure of reform. | | 


Mr. Courtenay ſaid in explanation, that he had not meant to 


reflect on the character of Mr. Dundas perſonally. He had, 
on the contrary, furniſhed him with an opportunity to vindi- 
cate himſelf from a charge, which, when he read, he at the 
ſame time declared that he did not wholly believe. It ap- 
| peared, however, that blame muſt reſt ſomewhere, as thoſe 
unfortunate men were indebted to the lenity of ſerjeants and 
intendants for indulgences which they could not derive from 
the humanity of miniſters. 1 


Ar. Sheridan roſe, and obſerved that he matt do the Secre- 


tary of State the juſtice to ſay, that from him, the perſons who 
applied in behalf of thoſe unfortunate Gentlemen (Muir and 

almer) had experienced every polite attention. That his 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Courtenay) meant no reſſection on the. cha- 


racter of the Right Hon. Gentleman he was well aſſured ; his 


ſole intention was, by a ſtatement of circumſtances of which 


he had been informed, to give the Secretary of State an oppor- 


tunity of vindicating himſelf from the imputation. He cer- 
tainly concurred with his Hon. Friend (Mr. Grey) in paying 
every tribute to the humane attention of that Hon. Gentle- 
man, with feſpect to thoſe perſons, except in the inſtance of 
his not applying to the fountain of mercy to procure a remiſ- 


ſion of their ſentences. It had been aſſerted, that no ſueh ap- 


plication had been made in their behalf; but the fact he be- 
lieved was otherwiſe ; for, at the time of his preſenting a pe- 
tition to that Houſe in their behalf, in which he admitted they 


rather claimed juſtice than prayed for mercy, he had been in- 


ſtructed to ſtate, that its delay was occaſioned by the petition- 
ers waiting the reſult of a petition to the Queen praying for 
„ EE © OG, mercy, 
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mercy: Though the Right Hon. Gentleman was well entitled 


to every compliment due to his politeneſs, attention, aud hu- 
manity, in that tranſaction, he was ſorry to ſay, they did not 
owe ſo much to his candour, when he ſtated to the Houſe the 
circumſtance of * certain illuſtrious viſitors,” as he was 


pleaſed to deem them, having waited on thoſe unhappy men. He 


was not aſhamed to confeſs that he was one of thoſe illuſtrious 


viſitors : Indeed, he ſhould be aſhamed, from a conſideration 


of all the circumſtances, if he had not; for, in his mind, to 
viſit thoſe whom he thought the victims of perſecution, oppreſ- 
ſion, and injuſtice, reflected honour, and not diſgrace, How- 
ever that might be, his advice to them was to plead for mercy ; 
and neither he, nor his Hon. Friend who accompanied him, 


uttered a fingle ſentence that could poſſibly tend to ſtrengthen 


the minds of thoſe men in their contempt of puniſhment, or 
enthuſiaſm in the cauſe in which they had engaged. | 

With regard to the immediate queſtion before the Houſe, 
the arguments which he had that night heard in ſupport of it, 


were, in his opinion, totally irrelevant; unleſs it was admitted 


that calling a Convention, for the purpoſe of effecting a Par- 
liamentary Reform, was a crime little ſhort of high treaſon. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had endeavoured to eſtabliſn 
himſelf upon the ſtrong ground of precedent; and for this 


purpoſe had cited no fewer than ſixteen. [Some 1 


the Treaſury Bench cried out, Nine precedents ; you mean ſixteen 


diviſions ; alluding to the number of the diviſions on the former 


night on the Bill.] If he thought that five hundred diviſions 


would reſcue his country from the impending evil, and pre- 


ſerve the great bulwark of liberty unſapped, he would divide 


the Hoaſe five hundred times upon it. But theſe nine prece- 
dents, the Right Hon. Gentleman, with his uſual prudence, 
had forborne to examine, becauſe he was well aware, the re- 
ſult of ſuch an examination muſt make againſt his argument; 
for if it could be ſhewn, that the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act propoſed, was for a purpoſe totally different from 
the grounds of all thoſe former ſuſpenſions to which he had 


alluded, his precedents, upon which he relied ſo much, muſt 


be totally abandoned: And though the conſtitution might have 
ſurvived theſe nine ſuſpenſions of the Habeas Corpus Act, it 
was poſhble it might not ſurvive the tenth; and he much 
feared that it would not. Immediately after the Revolution, 
when a Prince out of the regular line of ſucceſſion was called 
to the Throne, it was not a matter of ſurpriſe that there ſhould 
exiſt in the country many perſons attached to the old ſucceſ- 
ſion, and diſaffected to the new family, and that thoſe diſaffec- 
tions ſhould break out in open rebellion and revolt: It was 

therefore 
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tution, and the family lately eſtabliſhed on the throne, againſt 
the effects of ſuch rebellion, to veſt in the Executive Govern- 
ment extraordinary powers; and when, at the ſame time, the 
Prince expelled from the throne, : aided by a foreign power, 
was attempting to effect his reſtoration, the greatneſs of the 
danger, on ſuch occaſions, might well juſtify recurring to ſuch: 
a ſtrong meaſure. But would the Right Hon. Gentleman 


| ſay, that he would rather grapple with an avowed enemy, and 


open rebellion, than contend againſt the ſecret poiſon, and 
hidden practices, of thoſe Societies. Was that the character 
of the danger to be apprehended ? Did it wear the moſt remote 
feature of ſecrecy or conſpiracy ? No ſuch thing: It had no- 
thing of the feature or character of conſpiracy ; it was carried 
on in the face of day, in the preſence of all the world. If this 
was to be called a conſpiracy, it was the moſt open, garrulous 
conſpiracy he- had ever heard of. Theſe extraordinary new- 
faſhioned conſpirators met openly in gardens, in fields, in 

ublic-houſes; they announced, nay, even aggravated, their 
intentions in the public newſpapers z every document relative 


to theit redoubted 3 had been publiſned long before 


the pompeus Report of the Secret Committee. The remedy, 
in his opinion, was likely to produce ſomething much more 
like a conſpiracy; for, unleſs all thoſe obnoxious perſons who 
compoſed theſe Societies were cooped up in priſons, they 
would purſue in ſecret the ſame objects they had hitherto pur- 
ſued openly, and thereby aſſume the colour, and probably have 
the effect, of a real conſpiracy: For the meaſure that Houſe 


was about to adopt, did not declare ſuch meetings illegal: It 


did not declare the opinions they held treaſonable; nor did it 
even ſtate that a Convention for the purpoſes they intended 
would be criminal. | | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had cenſured the idea of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage as impracticable; but that was merely matter 
of opinion; for it was not aſſerted that the ſupporting that 
theory would be conſtrued into actual guilt. Would Gentle- 
men, then, propoſe to impriſon and detain all thoſe who ſhall 


hold and avow that opinion? If that was their intention, it 


was a ſeverity which muſt fail of its object; and miniſters 
ſhould be aware of the conſequences. of ſuch a failure, from a 


review of their paſt conduct. Since the commencement of 


the French revolution, they had evinced a ſtrong jealouſy of a 
Parliamentary Reform; and had taken every meaſure to pre- 
vent its ſucceſs ; yet even from their own ſhewing, the reſult 
of their meaſures had been uniformly againſt their purpoſe. 


The proclamation, which was the firſt meaſure they adopted, 
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| was avowedly directed rather againſt “ the Friends of the 


People.” than againſt any of thoſe ſeditious Societies. What 

{ule of that proclamation ? Tumult and inſure 
rection. Their next meaſure was ſpreading abroad a ſet of 
ſpies and informers; but theſe had only ſerved to increaſe the 
general turbulence. Their laſt meaſure had been a ſevere 
iyttem of profecutions ; and the refult of theſe was, accord- 
ing to their own ſtatement, * That a great part of the nation 
was now actually in a ſtate of rebellion” Though, for his 
own part, he had a thorough conviction that none of thoſe 
dangers actually exifted. It was nothing but a trick, or poli- 
tical artifice, of the Committee who made this Report. He 
did not mean to caſt an indiſcriminate cenfure on all the 
Members who compoſed that Committee; it conſiſted of men, 
part of whom deceived, part were deceived ; but every perſon 


muſt ſee ſomething ſuſpicious in its conduct. The manner 


and precipitancy of its proceedings were good grounds of ſuſ- 
picion. It wiſhed to furpriſe Parliament into the ſtrongeſt 
meaſures poſſible ; meaſures by documents produced as no- 
velties, of which every man in the kingdom had been previ- 


_ ouſly in poſſeſſion. Miniſters themſelves had long ſince been 


in poſſeſſion of every fact relative to theſe Societies. Who 
had not long ſince heard of their having Serjeants to drill 
them in back rooms, of their having been arrayed at the Cat 
and Bagpipes and Black Dragon; and why did they not proceed 
upon theſe informations? Becauſe they knew them to be falſe. 
On a ſudden, Mr. Stone was examined before the Privy Coun- 
cil; all theſe plots revived; though it was notorious, Mr. 


Stone had nothing whatever to do with theſe Societies; ſo 
that if he had been engaged in any plot, there muſt neceſfaril; 


have been two plots, as he had no connexion whatever with 
theſe Societies. The concluſion of the Report, which formed 
the only novelty of it, ſtated, that arms had been diſtributed 


. . Ss . . 
to ſome of theſe Societies; but it was not ſtated, whether 


thoſe arms had been furniflied from Sheffield, or from ſome 


other place; or for what purpoſes they had been furniſhed at 


all; whether for the purpoſes of rebellion, or that each man, 
ſearing the exceſſes of a Church and King mob, had deter- 
mined to furniſh his houſe with a muſquet. No evidence of 
that kind was furniſhed by the Committee z and, in point of 
Fact, it was an utter impoſſibility that ſuch an array as was there 


| ſuggeſted, could have been formed without the knowledge of 


miniſters, and without ſuch knowledge having been obtained 
long antecedent to this period. The early induſtry of the 
preſs had been exerciſed in an uncommon degree upon the pre- 


ſent occaſion, to ſecond the ingenious management and dit- 
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patch which had diſtinguiſhed the production of the Report. 
In his hand he held a hand-bill, fimilar to that produced by his 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Courtenay), under the following very cu- 
rious title: The Downfall of Jacobiniſm, or the Plot dif- 
covered; to which is added the glorious Succeſſes of the Duke 
of York, being an Extract from the laſt Extraordinary Ga- 
zette.“ This curious combination of events, however abſurd 
it might ſeem, was nevertheleſs a ſtrong proof of the diligence 
which had been uſed to excite and ſpread abroad the general 


alarm. That paper affected to contain ſome knowledge of 


the grounds of apprehenſion, and the examination of Mr. 
Stone, and the commitment of Mr. Adams to Newgate, &c. 
He would however appeal to every Member in that Houſe, not 
of the Secret Committee, whether, under all the exiſting cir- 
cumſtances, they did not expect to hear, when they came down 
to the Houſe, at leaſt ſomething new, if not to reap a full diſ- 
covery of ſome earneſt and preſſing danger. | f 

In the courſe of the laſt year they were told, that the ſyſtem 
of proſecutions, and the aſſociations of Mr. Reeves (which 
had done him ſuch immortal honour), had totally changed the 
public mind; and in the cloſe of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
an the King's Speech, they were told, that all the attempts 
againſt the conftitution were completely checked; and, on the 
opening of this Seſſion, his Majeſty was again made to rejoice 
on the ſteady loyalty, and firm attachment, of all ranks of 
people to the conſtitution.” But to make aſſurance doubly 
| Foe ſince that time, they had ſtrengthened the hands of Go- 
vernment by paſſing an Alien Bill, a Traiterous Correſpondence 
Bill, the new Levies, &c. &c. and the Houſe was in the pre- 
ſent inſtance called upon to declare that his Majeſty had been 
completely miſtaken; that all thoſe efforts had failed; and 
that nothing leſs would be ſufhcient to preſerve the exiſting 


Government, than an undefined exerciſe of arbitrary power, 


veſted in the Executive Government! It had been aſked, why 
Oppoſition would not take the word of the Secret Committee 
For the exiſting danger? He would anſwer, becauſe they had 
not been required ſo to do. The Report was made in a way 
to take from the Secret Committee, and the miniſters, all re- 
ſponſibility; and if the Commons ſhould be imprudent enough 
to act upon ſuch a Report, the miniſters would not be reſpon- 
ble. It could not, therefore, be faid, that they were aſked to 


give credit which they had improperly refuſed. In ſuch a 


power, obtained in ſuch a manner, he was unwilling to coin- 
cide. What danger was to be apprehended of any improper 
exerciſe of this power? He felt in his mind every rational 
apprehenſion of well-founded fear, It was a power of the 
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moſt extenſive kind, aſked on very frivolous occaſions; and he 
therefore thought it would be exerciſed on pretences equally 
frivolous. But whence had the ſentiments of thoſe Societies 
originally ſprung? From the ſeeds firſt ſown by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Burke, and the Duke of Richmond. 
Was it not ingenious in thoſe men farſt to inſtil theſe prin- 
ciples, and then to perſecute with ſuch unrelenting ſeverity, 
and unabating rigour, the proſelytes to their opinions? Such 
conduct muſt tend to inflame mens minds, fill them with con- 
tempt for all public men, and make them doubt every pro- 
feſſion of patriotiſm, or regard for the country, as inſincere. 
From the writings of thoſe Gentlemen, they could be clearly 
proved the authors of theſe ſentiments, and of the*fermenta- 
tion which at that moment exiſted. Upon an examination of 
the Duke of Richmond's letter to Colonel Sharman, and of a 
Right Hon. Gentleman's letter to his conſtituents at Briſtol, 
and comparing them with thoſe papers on the table ſaid to be 
ſeditious, the Houſe would find no one leading idea in the 
latter, though perhaps expreſſed in leſs elegant language, 
which was not contained in the former. The ſeditious pub- 


lications of 1794 ſaid, * There will be a deſpotiſm:“ Thoſe 


of 1782 ſaid, © Liberty is in danger.” The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Burke) in part of his writings, though he had 
ſince changed his ſentiments, faid, “we loſe the ſpirit of an 


honeſt equality.” Another paſſage in one of their reſolutions 


runs thus; * Wicked contrivances are made to ſeparate us; 
let us unite with the people.“ The queſtion was, what was 
the conduct of thoſe Gentlemen who, in 1782, ſtood forward 
as advocates of a Parliamentary Reform? Exactly the ſame 
as thoſe of the preſent day. What was the difference of the 
times? Nothing, for that was not, any more than the preſent, 
a time of peace and tranquillity. The meaſure was agitated 
at the cloſe of a long, unpopular, and deſtructive war, when 
the minds of the people were rouſed, and money was ſcarce 


and the Parliament itſelf had loſt its reputation, becauſe it was 


ſuppoſed to have acted againſt the public intereſt. Let him 
aſk if a Convention was held for the' purpoſe of obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reform, were the delegates who attended ſuch 
Convention to be taken up and impriſoned during his Majeſty's 


pleaſure? If that was to be the caſe, in his opinion, the wy 


effect would be, that the jails would be filled with men whoſe 


criminality was undefined; and at the ſame time the meaſures 


Would not accompliſh their object, but tend to multiply So- 


cieties for Parliamentary Reform. If that Bill paſſed, as he 


was now apprehenſive it would, and thoſe who oppoſed it 
failed in their attempts to procure its repeal in the next Seſſion 
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of Parliament, it would be for them to conſider whether or 
not they ſhould ever ſet their foot again in that Houſe, where 
all their efforts to preſerve the few remaining liberties of their 


country were ſo obviouſly ineffectual. It had been aſked, 
how much the Houſe would be thinned by their ſeceſſion. 


However inconſiderable they might be point of numbers, the 


toſs of their Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) alone, in the opi- 


nion of many even of thoſe who voted with the miniſter, and 
of the country at large, would be irreparable. He would not 
retend to adviſe his Friend how to act in ſo delicate a point; 
Lot it was too much to be expected, that men ſhould inceſ- 
ſantly toil without the moſt remote hope that the Public would 
benefit from their labours. That ſuch was the opinion formed 
of his Right Hon. Friend, might be deduced from the follows 
ing fact. * | | 
During the laſt election for Weſtminſter, a gentleman of 
great reſpeCtability had again favoured him with his vote and 


Intereſt, which he had for ſome time withdrawn, and promiſed 


to relate to him, at a convenient opportunity, his real reaſons 
for that apparently inconſiſtent conduct. When an oppor- 
tunity offered, he had inquired thoſe reaſons, and the Gen- 


tleman informed him, that he no longer thought Mr. Fox de- 


ſerving of his patronage, after he had condeſcended to accept 
a place in the Exchequer, and conſequently renounced his 
former ſupport; but that ſupport he could no longer refuſe, 
when he found Mr. Fox had returned to his proper poſt, the 


head of Oppoſition. 


Such was the opinion men entertained, that while his 
Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Fox) was in oppoſition to 
miniſters, their meaſures would not only be watched, but 
improved. | 

Mr. Windham obſerved, that though much had been ſaid in 
the courſe of this debate, yet, with the ſingle exception of the 
Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, all that had any bearing or 
application to the ſubject in queſtion, might be compriſed in 
a nut-ſhell. As hackney-coachmen might charge either by 
diſtance or by time, ſo of the Gentlemen on the other fide of 
the queſtion, if judgment were to be formed by the length of 
the debate, it might be ſaid that they had made great progreſs;z 
if by the arguments uſed, they had made little or none. The 


plain queſtion lay between the inconvenience of the meaſure 


on the one hand, and its neceſſity and applicability on the, 
other. The Habeas Corpus Act was a valuable part of the con- 


-ſtitution, and was to be preſerved in common with every other 


part of it. A temporary ſuſpenſion was propoſed, as the beſt 


means of ſecuring the future enjoyment of the bleſſings it 


aftorded. 
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| afforded. That meaſure had been often adopted before that 
day, without any inconveniences reſulting to be put in com- 
petition with its good effects. Much had been ſaid on the 
change that had taken place in a Right Hon. Gentleman's (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer's) mind on the ſubject of Par- 
liamentary Reform, but what had that Right Hon. Gentle- 
man done which he had any reaſon to be athamed of? He 
had only exerciſed the right of private judgment; and it was 
the unqueſtionable privilege of every honourable man to change 
his opinions on all occafions, when he found his opinions er- 
Toneous, or not fitted for the times. Ihe arguments uſed by 


the Gentlemen who opyoſed that meaſure, appeared to him to 


be totally inconſiſtent. They ſuppoſed, that becauſe the 
proofs of a conſpiracy eziſting had been for ſome time in the 
hands of Government, theſe proofs had no validity: But no 
man, who wiſhed to permit his reaſon to guide him, could 
deny that there were complete proofs of a regular ſyſtem to 
overturn the conltitution, when it appeared, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, that the deſigns of theſe Societies were clearly ex- 
preſſed, and their expreſſions were followed up by overt acts, 
tending to the perfection of thoſe deſigns. Two years ſince, 


when theſe matters were ſpoken of, Gentlemen had called for 


diſtinct and particular proofs; but though it might then be 
clear to the apprehenſion and judgment of every man in the 
kingdom, that ſuch things had an exiſtence, yet inſtances were 
not ſo eaſily procured; and though one might even then have 
been brought forward, yet the reply of thoſe Gentlemen 
would have been, © thele are but particular inſtances, and not 
ſufficient ground for a general allegation :” But now, when the 
whole ſyſtem of theſe proceedings was laid open, and the veil, 
which covered that iniquity, was boldly thrown off, they Rill 
affected to doubt its exitence,. and to undervalue the magni- 


tude of the danger. We diſapprove (ſaid they) of your me- 


thod of correcting theſe abuſes, even fuppoſing they do exiſt. 
Severity is not the meaſure which ſhould be adopted, you 
Mould apply lenicut remedies.” He however differed from 
them totally: It was his decided opinion, that if the preſent 
Meaſure ſhould not prove ſufficiently ſtrong, ſomething ſtronger 
; mult be reforted to. The principle adopted by theſe Societies, 
that of univerſal ſuffrage, if once carried into practice, muſt 
put an end to the exiſtence of that Houſe. From that prin- 
ciple had originated the great and tremendous evils which had 
deſolated the great and populous kingdom of France. The 
Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, on a former occafion, that the 
advocates of the preſent meaſure ſhoaid imitate the French 
Convention; but he had no told that Houſe where this re- 
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ſemblance lay. It was ſomething like the reſemblance be- 
tween Macedon and Monmouth; „ There is a river in Ma- 


cedon and a river in Monmouth, and there are ſalmon in both.“ 


But if they ſaid that the, friends of that meaſure were like 
the French Convention in their conduct, they might, with as 
much truth, ſay, that they reſembled the French Jacobin Clubs 
in theirs. 

The ſevere language that bad been uſed with reſpect to the 
Committee of Secrecy, not only on that but on a former night, 
deſeryed ſome comment. It had been termed a credulous or 

impoſing Committee: Mr. Windham ſaid they might call thoſe 
who ſaid fo, an incredulous or impoſing Oppoſition. He did 

not apprehend the fame evil from the adoption of that. mea- 
ſure, which ſeemed to alarm Gentlemen ſo much. The ſui- 
penſion of the Hubeas Corpus Act conveyed no fuch terrors to 
his mind; it was a meaſure . nich had been frequently adopted 
in the beſt times of this country, and he did not recolle& that 
it had ever been attended with any bad conſequences. It was 
not fair to ſay, that. becauſe the former meaſures of Govern- 
ment had not cured the preſent evil, they had therefore done 
no good. Mild remedies mult be uſed firſt, and if theſe 
failed, recourſe muſt be had 'to others more harſh. If the 
meaſure propoſed ſhould prove inſufficient, recourſe mult be 
had to others more effectual. The thing muſt be done; and 
if the exiſting laws were too weak to check the miſchief, laws 


of greater force muſt be made. There had been a plan laid, 


by men deeply read in the human heart, for the ſubverſion of 
every exiſting government, republican as well-as monarchical. 


America had been the object of that ſcheme, as well as other 


countries; and America had been aware of the fact, and 
taken meaſures to prevent the operation. 

Mr. Windham avowed, that he would oppoſe all ſchemes of 
Parliamentary Reform, by conſtitutional means, as long as the 
authors of them thould confine themſelves to conftitutional 
means; and when they departed from thoſe, by every means 
in his power. Theſe Societies acted upon a general principle 


'of depreſſion; they envied every man in the country who haps 
pened to be elevated above them by rank or fortune. There 


mult always, he ſaid, be a relative depreſſion in all countries, 
and frequently the mot numerous part of the community muſt 
be its objects. The leaders of theſe Societies uſed every en- 
deavour to influence the minds of thoſe people, and to draw 
them from the ſttict line of their duty, by miſreprefentation 
and falſe argument: It was therefore highly dangerous that 
the great maſs. of the people, who compoſed the phyſical 


ſtrength: of the State, ſhould be milled by deſigning men, and 
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ſeduced from the right line of their duty. For theſe reaſons 
he ſhould give this meaſure his moſt decided ſupport. _ 
Lord George Cavendiſh ſaid, that his mind was not ſo tainted 
with alarm as to give up all his former opinions, and truſt 
miniſters with extraordinary diſcretionary power, of whoſe ge- 
neral principles and conduct he did not approve. If he 
thought that any conſpiracy exiſted, which the laws were not 
ſufficient to check, he would give miniſters every aid in his 
power; but although, on the preſent occaſion, he ſhould differ 
perhaps from thoſe with whom to differ feemed almoſt like 
differing with himſelf, yet, till ſuch a caſe was made out, he 
could not affent to the Bill. 

Mr. Drake entered into a panegyric on the valour diſplayed 
in the war; and expreſſed his deteſtation of the demoniac pro- 
ceedings in France, and his approbation of the Bill, 

Mr. Fox roſe, and ſaid that h:; ſhould not have troubled the 
Houſe with any further obſervations on the ſubject of the 
Bill, after having given his opinion ſo fully upon it the night 
before, but for the very extraordinary topics which had been 
introduced by his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Windham). If he 
Had expreſſed himſeif warmly on the ſubject of that Bill, he 
begged leave to ſay, after the moſt mature reffection, that he 
did not repent of ſuch warmth. He deſired to be conſidered 


as repeating and confirming every aſſertion : It was a Bill cha- 


racteriſtic of the worſt times, and which he feared predicted 
much calamity to the country, We were hurrying into that 
moſt dangerous and alarming predicament, which would pro- 


duce either the horrors of anarchy and confuſion on the one 


fide, or that deſpotiſm of monarchy, which Mr. Hume called 
© the euthanaſia of the Britiſh conſtitution,” on the other; in 
either of which he ſaw the complete extinction of liberty; 
and he dreaded to think what muſt be the ſhocking alternative 
which he, and other men who loved the true principles of the 
conſtitution, muſt be reduced to in the impending ſtruggle. 
The Bill was characteriſtic of thoſe violent times, when, in- 
ſtead of being guided by reaſon, we were to be put under 
the dominion of wild foe, and when our pretended alarms 
were to be made the pretexts for deſtroying the firſt principles 
of the very ſyſtem which we affected to revere, Every warm 
expreſſion, therefore, which he uſed the night before, upon 
reflection he juſtified and repeated; and even yet, when 2 
moment was left, he deprecated the horror of paſting that Bill 
into a law. He would paſs over all the leſſer topics of the 
ſpeech of his Hon. Friend, in order to come to that moit por- 
tentous part of it which had made an impreſſion upon his 
mind never to be effaced, and which ſoretold the 1 
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of He Britiſh conftitution. It was an argument upon which 
i” the prefeat meaſure was, really founded, that he hoped 
Huld even yet make the Houſe pauſe before they proceeded 
further. He had faid, that to the exifting evil of the Jaco» 
binical doctrines, remedies ought to be applied in gradation. 
From mild remedies he would proceed to remegies leſs mild, 
from leſs mild to ſevere, and through all the degrees of ſeverity. 
What by this argument was he to think of the preſent mea- 
ſure? but that it was only one ſtep in his ladder, and that if 
that mould fail of producing” its effect, he had ſtill remedies 
more fevere- in reſerve. The Hon. Gentleman had tried al- 
ready kis gentle temedies; the Alien Bill was an anodyne; 
the Treafonable Correſpondence Bill was alſo a gentle me- 
dicine; and as theſe remedies had failed of producing the 
proper effect, nay, as by the King's Speech it was ſaid, that, 
notwithſtanding theſe meaſures, the evil ſtill exiſted with in» 
creaſed malignity, he was about to try this ſeverer remedy; 
with the declared intention that if this ſhould alſo fail, he had 
ſtill more violent meaſures to purſue. When the experiment 
ſhould: have been made, and proved, like all the former, to 
have failed of producing the effects expected from it, he de» 
fired to know what muſt be the anſwer to his queſtion, if, 
next year, enough of the conſtitution ſhould remain to enable 
him to put a queſtion to the Hon. Gentleman in his place— 
Would he go beyond that? After ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus 
Act, what would he do more? Would he prohibit all meet- 
ings of the people ſo as to debar them from all diſcuſſions on 
political ſubjects, and prevent all free intercourſe between man 
and man? And when that ſhould be found ineffectual, would 
he give to miniſters the power of making arbitrary impriſon- 
ment perpetual? Would he till further go on in the exact and 
horrid imitation of the men who now held France in anarchy, 
and eſtabliſh a revolutionary tribunal, or what, perhaps, he 
would call an anti-revolutionary tribunal ? Where would he 
ſtop? What limit did he propoſe to make ? Was there no end 
to his plan of ſecurity, until he ſhould accompliſh the end 
of annihilating all doctrines that he might affect to dread, or 
deſtroy all the diſaffected ſpirits which he might pretend ex- 
iſted in the country? It was of conſequence to the Houſe to 
ſee what they were doing. They were told that what they 
had done was not enough; and that even thit might not be 
enough! Good God, what wag to be done after that? Under 
the colour of pretended alarnig, were we to'go on ta an un- 
limited infringement and demolition of all the ſtrangeſt and 
moſt beautiful parts of the conſtitution ? The Hon. Gentle- 
man was offended at the compariſon that had been made be- 
Vol. IV, | H tween 
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tween the conduct of miniſters and their adherents, and the 
conduct of the preſent rulers in France, and he had- with 
great felicity quoted the compariſon of the river in Macedon 
and the river in Monmouth, as there was ſalmon in both. 
With all reſpe& for his wit, the Hon. Gentleman muſt how- 
ever be content to incur the imputation of ſimilarity, when 
his own conduct and that of x rulers of France was ſo 
ſimilar. They had taken great pains to throw odium on the 
pretended deſigns of a Convention, on account of the word 
Convention. Let Gentlemen look at their own conduct, and 
ſee if it was not in ſubſtance the ſame as that of the preſent 
French tyrants, What was the conduct of the preſent rulers 
in France? From day to day they circulated ſtories of alarms, 


and plots, and conſpiracies, and inſurrections among the peo- 


ple, to inflame and agitate their minds, and to ſpread panic _ 
terror over the whole country, that they might take advantage 
of their fear, and obtain unlimited power, to be exerciſed in 
carrving on and confirming that very terror. They inſpired 
the double alarm of danger from conſpiracy, and danger from 
the exerci:e of their own unlimited power, exerted as it every 
day was, in the moſt ſhocking murders, with hardly the aſpect 
or form of judicial trial, What was the conduct of the mi- 
niſters here? Preciſely in the ſame manner they circulated 
ſtories of alarms and conſpiracies, to fill the public mind with 


fear and, to uſe the Jargon of the French, to make terror the 


.order of the day. By ſpreading theſe falſe and idle alarms, 
they ſucceeded in obtaining powers deſtructive of the conſti- 
tution, which, as in France, were to be exerciſed with ſuch 
inhuman rigour, as to keep the country in double awe, and, 
by foſtering indignation and diſcontent, give riſe again to new 
jealouſies, which would afford occaſion for ſtill further ſtretches 
of power. Thus they followed the example ſet them by the 
men whoſe doctrines they pretended to abhor, with the moſt 
ſhocking fidelity. Every part of their conduct was built on 
the French model, and he dreaded that it would be productive 
too certainly of the ſame ęſſects. TEL. | 
The preciſe queſtion for the Houſe, Mr. Fox ſaid, was, to 
compare the danger with the remedy. The pretended danger 
was, as we might collect from the documents that had been 
laid upon the table, documents that every one had ſeen pub- 
liſhed in the newſpapers, that there was in certain Societies 
a tendency to a Conyention. Whether the word Convention 
was a bugbear that was to be held up to terrify their imagi- 
nations, he knew not, but it was of conſequence to inquire a 
little into the nature of the thing, and .not to be ſtartled at 
names. A Convention, he ſuppoſed, meant no other than 2 
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meeting of the people; and if that meeting were ſor the diſs 
cuſſion of any ſubject of general intereſt in a legal and peace- 
able way, there certainly was nothing in ſuch meeting that 
could either call for or juſtify any ſuch meaſure as the preſent. 
To a Convention that had for its 3 to overawe the Le- 
giſlature, and to obtain any object, either of univerſal ſuf- 
rage, or other wild and impracticable theory, he ſhould not 
certainly chuſe to give his countenance. If there was a Con- 
vention either of individuals for themſelves, or of delegates 
of towns and diſtricts, for the purpoſe of ſtriving, by petitions 
and addreſſes to the three branches of the Legiſlature, to put 
an end to the preſent moſt ruinous and unprovoked war, he 
ſhould certainly neither be aſhamed or afraid, at leaſt not until 
after the preſent Bill had paſſed into a law, to attend, and be a 
member of ſuch Convention. What was to he dreaded from 


even the Convention that was threatened, which the laws of 


the country were not of themſelves ſufficient to check? If 
they meant, by their intended Convention, to overawe the 
Government of this country at a moment of ſuch unprece- 
dented ſtrength as the Government now poſſeſſed, he would 
ſay that they were fit for Bedlam, and for Bedlam only. So 
perfectly and entirely was it poſſible for magiſtrates, in every 
part of the kingdom, to execute the laws, that he would ven- 
ture to ſay, that if any man, or men, at ſuch Convention, com- 
mitted any illegal act, he or they might be ſent to priſon, and 
tried for the offence as ſecurely as if no Convention exiſted. 
The danger then called for no ſuch remedy, and it -was not 
becauſe any ſuch remedy was neceſſary that the preſent Bill 
was introduced. It was to keep alive the paſſions of the peo- 
ple; it was to agitate and alarm their minds, to put them 
under the dominion of terror, and take from them. the exer- 
Giſe of their rational faculties. Miniſters knew well the 
dangerous predicament in which they ſtood : They had weakly, 
and, as he thought, wickedly, involved the country in a moſt 
diſaſtrous war; every day plunged them deeper and deeper 
in the fatality which they had brought upon their country ; 
they ſaw no hopes. of extricating the nation from it with ho- 
nour, nor of proceeding in it with ſucceſs, and they dreaded 
all reflection on the ſubject: They knew that they had no 
ſafety but in depriving the people of repoſe; they knew that 
if the alarm ſhould be ſuſpended for a moment, and if men 
were allowed time and leiſure for the exerciſe of their under- 
ſtandings, the war, and the principles on which it was under- 


taken, would be ſcrutinized and diſcuſſed. They dreaded to 


encounter ſo hazardous a trial, and all their meaſures had been 


directed to keep alive an inceſſant commotion, ſo as to ſuſpend 
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every operation of the public intellect, For! hay reaſon-a 
ſubicription had been ſet on ſoot; he ſaid for tar Her, Bie. 
cauſe miniſters had been open enough to acknowledge that 
it was not for money. It was, they had declared, to excite tlie 
zcal of the people. Zeal was one of thoſe fervent emotions 
which would be favourable to their views, and which, while it 
laſted, would keep them from examining the objects of it. 
But the ſubſcription, he ſuppoſed, had not ſucceeded to the 
hoped-for extent; that zeal which they had arouſed was not 
equal, apparently, to the occaſion, and they now ſtrove to 
awaken a more powerful emotion, that of terror | In ſhort, it 
was a Government of paſſion, a Government in which minifte: s 
ſtrove to lull afleep all the ſober operations of the mind, and 
to awaken only the fears and terrors of the heart. Reaſon 
they dreaded, for reaſon was their enemy. It was well ſaid by 
a philoſopher of great character, that all men dreaded reaſon 
who aCted againſt reaſon: And certainly it was natural, and 
in the order of things, that animals, which, by their practice, 
counteracted the natural courfe and dictates of reafon, ſhould 
hrink, and dread as their enemy thoſe who ſeem to be guided 
by its wiſdom. L RET: 

It had been ſaid that the Committee had been ſpoken of in 
terms not the moſt reſpectful. He, for one, certainly could 
not ſpeak of ſome Members of that Committee without ex- 
prefling his high reſpect and regard for them. He was not 
among thoſe who give up their perſonal friendſhips on ac- 
count of differences in political opinion. A Noble Lord near 
him (Lord George Cavendiſh) had in very affecting terms de- 
plored 'the circumſtance, that, in the preſent moment, he 
differed from men ſo near and dear to his heart, as to make 
him feel it like differing from himſelf; ſo he might ſay that 
for ſome of thoſe perfons, though he had not ties of conſan- 
guinity, he felt To fincere a regard, and fo poignant a regret 
at differing from them, as to make it like a parting from him- 
ſelf. His early habits of reſpect, his warm affections, all led 
him to that feeling; but the preſent was not a time to com- 

pliment men, or to withhold from the ſevere duties which 
_ conſcience impoſed, by recollections of tenderneſs and eſteem. 
He mult ſay, then, however highly he regarded ſome indivi- 
duals of that Committee, that it was made up of two cha- 
racters; men who were dupes themſelves, or men who were 
willing to dupe others. Their whole Report was trifling and 
inconſequential; it told nothing which every man did not know 
before; for the laſt affertion about arming, the Hon. Gentle- 
man had ſaid, was merely ſupplemental, and was not to be 
taken as a component part of the Report. Then what did 
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the Report conliſt of? Of a collection of papers, which had 


all been ſeen by the Public, and which, if they did contain 


any danger, was not a danger of that day. It was known by 
every one, and ſteps might have been taken on the ſubject, 
months ago, Their avowed intention was to procure a ſyſtem 
of 5 ſuffrage; and that the Hon. Gentleman ſaid was 
what had deſtroyed France. However ſreely he might be diſ- 
poſed to agree with him, as to the wildneſs and impracticabi- 
lity of univerſal ſuffrage, he muſt doubt of the fact of its hav- 
ing been the cauſe of the deſtruction of France. On the 
contrary, univerſal ſuffrage was to be conſidered rather as the 
eſſect than the cauſes for the book of the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Burke) which had produced ſuch effects (whether 
good or bad, he would not pretend to ſay) in England, had 
charged upon the French, that they had not acted upon their 
own principles, but had narrowed the ſuffrage in a way totally 
inconſiſtent with their own doctrine. Were they to argue 
theoretically or practically from the example of France, which 
the Hon. Gentleman ſo inceſſantly preſented to them? Was 
every man, who had . in his mouth, to be conſidered as 
a traitor, merely becauſe liberty had been abuſed in Franee, 
and had been carried to the moſt ſhocking licentiouſneſs ? He 


would venture to ſay, that if that was to be the conſequence, 


fatal indeed would it be for England. If the love of liberty 
was not to be maintained in England; if the warm admiration 
was not to be eheriſhed in the hearts of the people; if the 


maintenance ef liberty was not to be inculcated as a duty; if 


it was not to be reverenced as our chief good, as our boaſt and 


pride, and richeſt inheritance; what elſe had we worthy of 


our care? Liberty was the eſſence of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
King, Lords, Commons, and Courts of Judicature, were but 
the forms; the baſis of the conſtitution was liberty, that grand 
and beautiful fabric, the firſt principle of which was govern- 
2 by law, and which that day the Houſe were going to 
uſpend. g | 

Mr. Fox then called upon the Hon. Gentleman to fay, whe- 
ther there was any true parallel between this country and the 
old goyernment of France, that we ſhould dread the ſame 


effects from Jacobinical doQrines, which that deſpotic gorern- 


ment bad ſuffered ? France had no Habeas Corpus Act; France 
had no ſyſtem of reſpect for the liberties of the people; it had 
not been becauſe France had held out a mild and equal govern- 
ment by laws, that France had been overcome by the doctrines 
of Jacobiniſm. On the contrary, it was a fair conjecture, 
that if France had had a Habeas Corpus Act, and had not ſuſ- 
pended it, if France had upon every occaſion reſpected the 
0 rights 
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rights and the liberties of the people, the doctrines of Jaco- 
biniſm would not have prevailed over the eſtabliſhed power. 
He ſtated this as not an improbable conjecture, nor did he pre- 
ſume to lay much ſtreſs upon ſuch conjecture, but it was ma- 
terial fo the Hon. Gentleman in ſupporting his argument, to 
prove that the old government of France had been overthrown, 
becauſe there was a want of power; for his argument was, 
that we muſt go on, from meaſure to meaſure, until we ſhould 
arm miniſters with ſufficient power to reſiſt and overcome all 
innovation. The deſpotiſm of Louis XVI. had not been ſuf- 
ficient to ſave France from Jacobin doctrines. Were they to 
go beyond that deſpotiſm to give them 8 ſecurity than 
France poſſeſſed? The doctrines of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man went to the utter extinction of every veſtige of the con- 
ſtitution; and ſuch was the effect of his principle, that it was 
impoffible to limit the progreſs of his remedies; they were all 
to de hot medicines; he did not admit the poſſibility of doing 
any good by the contrary practice. If one hot medicine failed, 
a hotter only was to be tried; and thus he was to proceed, 
through all the race of the moſt powerful ſtimulants, inſtead 
.of trying what the oppoſite courſe. of cooling mixtures and 
gentle anodynes might produce. What the nature of his 
provocatives was he had not condeſcended to ſtate. He had 
alluded to his former opinion, that if the laws of this country 
were not ſufficient for the ſuppreſſion of ſeditious practices, 
the laws of Scotland, not as they really exiſted, but as they 
were ſtated to exiſt, ſhould: be introduced; and ſo he ſup- 
poſed one of his plans was, that juries ſhould decide by a 
majority inſtead of deciding with unanimity z and that men 
ſhould be puniſhed with ſentences more rigorous than imme- 
diate death; that was, ſhould be ſent to die far from all the 
civilized world, merely on account of a political opinion; and 
theſe ſeverities were to be introduced for what? Becauſe any 
great body of people were diſaffected to the ſtate? No, no 
fuch thing! It was the boaſt of miniſters, and their adherents, 
that every part of the country was moſt ſtrictly united in love 
and attachment to the conſtitution. All this then was to be 
introduced, becauſe ſome low perſons, without property, and 
without conſideration, in the country, were found to enter- 
tain opinions about a Parliamentary Reform that were thought 
to be dangerous. How long would it take to eradicate theſe 
opinions from the minds of theſe men? Did they mean to 
keep them all in confinement under this Bill ? They would be 
forward, he ſuppoſed, to diſclaim-any fuch intention. What 
did they mean then to do? To ſuſpend one of the grandeſt 
principles of the conſtitution of Englang, until there ſhould 
: 22 | | be 
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be found no men within the kingdom tinctured with diſcon- 
tent, or who cheriſhed the deſign of Reform. If they meant 
to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus ACt until ſuch time, there was 
an end of it in this country. What did they declare by this 
to all mankind? That there was no period when it would be 
oſſible to reſtore to the country that grand and ineſtimable 
right; that the conſtitution of England was fit only for an 
Utopian ſociety.” where all men lived in perfect concord, 
without one jarring ſentiment, without one diicontented feel- 
ing; but that it was utterly unfit for a world of mortal and 
mixed men, unfit for any ſtate of ſociety that ever did exiſt 
upon the face of the earth, or that was ever likely to exiſt. 
Never, never then, upon this doctrine, was it probable that 
we ſhould again recover that moſt effential part of the Britiſh 
conſtitution ; for it was not the will of Providence that ſocie 

| ſhould be formed ſo perfect and unmixed, ſo free from all 
paſſions, as to meet the ideas upon which it was contended 
that the conſtitution of England could be with ſafety conferred 
upon them. 5 

It had been ſaid, that the example of France threatened not 
only this, but all the countries of the world. Whatever the 
Hon. Gentleman might feel upon this ſubject, there were 

ſeveral countries who thought differently, or which at leaſt 
did not ſeek their protection by ſimilar meaſures. They 
found their ſafer courſe was in being neutral as to the war, 
and in preſerving to their people the bleſſings of peace and 
induſtry. But America even felt alarmed.” If it was true 
that America felt alarmed, it would be wiſe for that Houſe to 
obſerve what had been her conduct in that alarm. Had ſhe 
involved herſelf in a bellum internecinum to exterminate French 
principles? Had ſhe ſuſpended her Habeas Corpus Act? Had 
the paſſed an Alien Bill? A Treaſonable Correſpondence Bill? 
Had ſhe ſhocked every feeling, and every humane and confi- 
derate mind, by the ſcandalous rigour of her legal puniſh- 
nents? Had ſhe plunged her country into a war, and loaded 
her people with new and exceſhve burdens? No; ſhe had 
maintained a ſtrict and perfect neutrality, as to the bellige- 
rent powers; and ſhe had protected herſelf at home, by exhi- 
| biting to her people all the beauties of their own ſyſtem, by 
ſecuring to them all their privileges in their full enjoyment, 
by enlarging rather than abridging their liberties, and by 
ſhewing that, ſo far from dreading compariſon, they placed 
their confidence in leaving to the free judgment of the people 
the moſt ample diſcuſſion of political doctrines, 

With regard to the perſons who compoſed thoſe Societies, 
he certainly knew little of them; ir could not be ſuppoſed 
that he entertained any partial opinion towards them, at _ 

| | | — 


1 
| 
#1 
. 
4 


_ BE I, a 


F _— 


e 7 edt 
— 1 — erm cr en yi ce 
J Wo, 
— 


© A - E * 
Poll 


SLES oo 
ee . 


S 
3 


* 


„%  WoODFAiL's PAREMAMENTARY REPORTS, [Cormons, 


if men were to judge of the opinion they had always delivered 
of him; they had never failed to ſpeak of Oppoſition, and of 
himſelf perſonally, with exactly the ſame expreſſions as they 
kad uſed towards Adminiſtration. The ſame diſtruſt of their 


conduct, the ſame avowed hoſtility appeared in their writings 


to both. They had certainly paid him perfonally a compli- 
ment, in mentioning him at the ſame time with the Right 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite, as far as regarded the ſplendid 
talents of that Right Hon. Gentleman; but it was not equally 
flattering to him to be put on a compariſon with that Right 


Hon. Gentleman, in regard to their right to the confidence of 
the Public. It was not likely, therefore, that he was aCtuated 


by any partial regard to theſe Societies; but he conſidered it 
as an unwiſe and illiberal courſe to take advantage of any odium 
that there might be againſt perſons, in order to ſtigmatize 
meaſures which might otherwiſe be good. IO 
Though there were among thoſe Societies men of low and 
deſperate fortunes, who might be very ready to embrace any 
enterpriſe, however hazardous, and though there might be 
others, whom he believed, from their characters, to poſſe 
wicked intentions, yet ſtill that was no argument with him 
caſting a general obloquy on meaſures which were in then 


| ſelves harmleſs. To deny to the people the right of diſcuſſi: 


becauſe, upon ſome occaſions, that right had been exerct'c: 


by indiſcreet or bad men, was what he could not ſubſcribe to. 
The right of popular diſcuſſion was a ſalutary and an effential 
privilege of the ſubject. He would not anſwer long for the 


conduct of Parliament, if it were not ſubject to the jealouſy 
of the people. They all entertaincd becoming reſpeQ for the 
Executive Government, that was for the chief magiſtrate of 
the kingdom, but their reſpect for the King did not prevent 
the vigilance of Parliament. In his opinion, the beſt ery 
for the due maintenance of the conſtitution, was in the ſtrié 

and inceffant vigilance of the people over Parliament itſelf. 
Meetings of the people, therefore, for the diſcuſſion of public 
objects, were not merely legal, but laudable; and, unleſs it 
was to be contended that there was ſome magic in the word 
Convention, which brought with it diforder, anarchy, and 
ruin, he could perceive no juſt ground for demoliſhing the 
Conſtitution of England, merely becauſe it was intended to 


hold a meeting for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary 


Reform. With reſpe& to their plan, that of univerſal ſuf- 
frage, he never had but one opinion on the ſubject. He 
had conſtantly and uniformly conſidered univerſal ſuf- 
frage as a wild and ridiculous idea. When his Noble Rela- 


tion, the Duke of Richmond, had one day taken pains to 


explain his ideas on this ſubjeR, a learned and ingenious _ 
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of his ſaid to him, with as much truth as Wit; * My Lord, I 
think the beſt part of your Grace's plan is its utter im- 
practicability.Y He had always thought that it was im- 

acticable; and though he could not agree with the opinions 
that rather than continue the preſent ſtate of repreſentation, 
he would incur. all the hazards of univerſal ſuffrage, yet he 


was ready to ſay, that the meaſure of laſt year, the horrid and 


deteſtable proſecutions, the ſcandalous ſentences that had 


been paſſed, and the ſcandalous way in which they had been 


executed, did not tend to make him with leſs than heretofore: 
for ſome reform, that ſnhould protect the country againſt theſe 
violations of good ſenſe, propriety, and juftice,  ' #5055 


If the Habeas Corpus Act were ſuſpended upon ſuch an ar- 


gument as had been advanced that night, and they were to go 
on ſtep by ſtep, as they were threatened, with the introduction of 
the Scots Criminal Code, with the extinction, perhaps, of the 
Trial by Jury, and he ſhould: then be aſłed what was his opi- 
nion, he did not know but he ſhould be ready to prefer any 
change to ſuch a horrid ſituation as the country would be then 
reduced to. He made no ſcruple to own, that the events which 


had lately paſſed in France, had made a moſt powerful impreſſion 


on his mind. He ſhould not do juſtice to himſelf, it he did 


not frankly: confeſs,” that they had ſerved to correct ſeveral 


opinions which he previouſly held; they had ſerved alſo to 
confirm many former opinions. They had convinced his mind 


ol the truth of an obſervation of Cicero, one of the moſt com- 


mon, which was early taught in their grammars, but from 


o 42 Fd , ” 


which, when a boy, his heart revolted. It was this: 


s f : >» ſ : - * — L 1 , : -, Þ * bj ' +; 1 j — N ' * w 
&« Tniquiſimam pacem juſtiſſimo bello antefero.”” - 


He had, in the ardour natural to youth, thought this a moſt 
horrid and degrading ſentiment. What, give up a juſt and 
glorious cauſe, merely on account of the dangers and perhaps 
the miſeries of war! When he came to maturer years, he 
thought the ſentiment at leaſt doubtful, but he was at that 
moment ready to confeſs, that the events of the French revos 
lution had made the wiſdom of the ſentiment clear and mani- 
feſt to his mind. He was ready to ſay, that he could hardly 
frame to himſelf the condition of a people in which he would 
not rather covet to continue, than co adviſe them to fly to 
arms, and ftrive to ſeek redreſs through the unknown miſeries 
of a revolution. Our own glorious revolution had been hap- 
| pily clear of all theſe horrors : That of 1641 had thewn a great 

deal of this kind of calamity; but the French revolution had 
exhibited the ſcene in its moſt ſhocking aſpæct. The more, 
however, that his heart was weaned from ſuch experiments, 
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the more he deteſted and abhorred all acts on the part of any 
government, which tended to uy ge the people, to en- 
gender diſcontent, to alienate: their hearts, and to ſpirit them 
up to reſiſtance, and to the defire of change. The more he 
deprecated reſiſtance, the more he felt bound to oppoſe all 
fooliſh and preſumptuous acts on the part of Government, by 
which they ſhewed diſdain for the feelings of the people, or 
by which they ſtrove to keep down all complaint by inhuman 
ſeverities. II. was convinced that wiſe men, deliberately 


weighing the relative duties of government and people, and 


Judging of human nature as it was, would ſee the wiſdom of 


mutual conceſſions, would recommend inceſſant conciliation, 
and would deplore all meaſures which could exaſperate and 
inflame the minds of the people to wiſh for the horrors of a 


change. Nothing was ſo clear from all the hiſtory of England, 


as that we had never been ſo fortunate as when the Govern- 
ment had conciliated the people; never ſo miſerable as when 
a wretched ſyſtem of perſecution had been unhappily and un- 
wiſely adopted by miniſters. Perſecution had never been ſuc- 
ceſsful in extirpating oppoſition to any ſyſtem either religious 
or civil. It was not merely the divinity of Chriſtianity that 


had made it triumph ; for other religions, certainly not divine, 


but which were founded in impoſture, as well as a number of 
the wildeſt ſects, had thriven and flouriſhed under perſecution, 
on account, as he believed, of that very perſecution. The 
human mind was rouſed by oppreſſion ; and ſo far from yield- 


ing to perſecution, exerted all its energies in conſequence of 


the attacks it had to encounter, Was it believed, that if there 
was a party in this country, who cheriſhed in their hearts the 
defire of reform, the ſentiment could be extirpated by exer- 
ciſing over the individuals legal ſeverities ? Impotent were the 


men who thought that opinions could be ſo encountered. 


There were ſome things that were moſt ſucceſsfully vanquiſhed 


by oy 48 America held out to us the true courſe and the 


wiſe feeling. Let us, like her, demonſtrate to every man the 
bleſſings of our ſyſtem ! Let us ſhew that we not only were 


convinced that it was good, but that it would bear to be exa- 


mined and compared with any other ſyſtem ! Let us make the 
people proud to court compariſon ; and ſtrive rather to add 
new bleſſings to thoſe they enjoyed, than to abridge thoſe which 


they already poſſeſſed! Let us think for a moment what muſt | 


be the joy which this meaſure would produce in France. 
How would it be received in the Convention? Barrere would, 


no doubt, triumphantly hold it forth as a proof that all the 


ſtories which he had tried to propagate in France, of there 
being a party in this country favourable to them, were true. 
| | | At 


quenc 


parted 
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At laſt, he would ſay, it had broken out to ſuch a height, that 


miniſters could no longer think the Government ſafe, and the 
conſtitution was to be ſuſpended in order to protect the ſtate 
againſt the French party., If any accounts of the true ſtate of 
this kingdom had reached France, which told them that we 
were united almoſt as one man againſt all doctrines which led 
to anarchy, Barrere would hold up the preſent meaſure in 
contradiction to that faithful report, and ſay, that it was 
obvious there muſt be a formidable party in England for 


French doctrines, when one of the moſt beautiful branches of 


our boaſted conſtitution was to be lopped from the tree. Nay, 
though he for one had always treated with ſcorn the idea of 
an invaſion, he aſked thoſe who held out that fear to the 


country, if any thing could be more likely to induce the 


Frencli to undertake ſuch an enterpriſe, than by thus giving 
to them the impreſſion that we were threatened with an inſur- 
rection at home! Some words had paſſed, as if he had the 
night before ſaid that he would withdraw his attendance from 
the Houſe. He thought it incumbent upon him to ſay, that 
he ſhould act in this reſpect as upon reflection he felt it to be 
his duty to his conſtituents. But he certainly had not ſaid 


that he ſhould withdraw from the Houſe. [He concluded 


with a ſtrong admonition to the Houſe on the preſent alarming 
meaſure.] e ſaw it was to paſs; that further effort was 


vain; that the precipitation with which it had been hurried 
on, made it idle for him to hope that argument would induce 


them to heſitate ; all that remained for him was to pronounce 
his ſolemn proteſt againſt a meaſure pregnant with conſe- 


quences ſo fatal to the eſtabliſhed order, and ſtrength, and free- 


dom of the country, | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that from the late- 
neſs of the hour, and having but little inclination to go much 
at length into a queſtion which had been already ſo fully diſ- 
cuſſed, it was not his intention to detain the Houſe for any great 
length of time; and, indeed, the very able manner in which 
his Hon, Friends had already argued; it, rendered it unneceſ- 
fary for him to ſay much: The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) commenced, and had concluded, his ſpeech, by holding 
out, as an incontrovertible argument, that the meaſures at 
preſent neceſſarily adopted by Adminiſtration, would impair 
materially, if not totally deſtroy, the conſtitution of this 
country; a mode of reaſoning: that he could never ſuffer to 
_ without a reply. Purſuing that ftrain of argument, the 


on. Gentleman had pronounced, in terms of unrivalled elo- 
quence, a moſt pathetic funeral oration on the ſuppoſed ge- - 


parted liberties of Britiſh ſubjects, which he had ſtated as 
| I 3 | having 
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Having expired with the introduction of the preſent Bill; a 
Bill, in his mind, nothing worſe, or more dangerous in its 
conſequence, than what had been known, from the experience 
and practice of our anceſtors, to be a wiſe and proper meaſure, 
when the exiſting circumſtances of the country demanded ſuch 
A meaſure, and required that the hands of the Executive Go- 
vernment ſhould be ſtrengthened. ' That neceſſity, however 
difficult it might be to convince that Hon. Gentleman of its 
exiſtence, who was not much inclined to be alarmed in any 
Btuation, he truſted, had been fully made out to the Houſe, 
and to all thoſe who had given themſelves. the trouble of be- 
ſtowing the ſlighteſt conſideration on the ſubject; and ſuch 
neceſſity having been proved to exiſt, it came then to be con- 
ſidered, whether the danger was of ſuſhcient magnitude to 
Juſtify the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, which, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, was the only queſtion for conſideration before 
the Houſe. That meaſure, he granted, was of conſiderable 
importance; it was a remedy only to be applied when the 
emergency was ſo great. as really to call for it. The fair 
queſtion, therefore, which Gentlemen were to put to their 
' own minds, was this, Whether the danger with which the 
government and the conſtitution of the country was threat- 
ened by the practices now expoſed, was, or was not, greater 
than any danger which could reſult from putting into the 
hands of the Executive Government, a more than ordinary 
degree of power, for the purpoſe of reſiſting what they conſi- 
dered, and what Parliament conſidered, a very dangerous 
conſpiracy? The Hon. Gentleman had carried his argument 
ſo far as to fay, that if the Bill paſſed, all the rights of the 
people, and all the privileges of Parliament, would be at once 

deftroyed; a doctrine which he could never admit, by what- 
ever ability or eloquence it might be ſupported. On that 
Point it was important for the conſideration of the Houſe, a 
point which had not yet been touched on by any of thoſe who 
had argued the queſtion, that the Bill was limited in its 
duration, was but a temporary meaſure, adapted to a preſent 
exiſting evil, and was to continue in force for little more than 
ſix months; and that it inveſted the Executive Government 
with a temporary diſcretionary power, to impriſon ſuſpected 
Perſons for that limited time, without bringing them to trial; 
all the rights of the people, and all the privileges of Parliament, 
remaining uninterruptedly the Tame, attaching all the time the 
Tame re ſponſibility upon miniſters to which they were liable in 
every other ſituation in which they acted, and equally anſwer- 
able for any abuſe of this power, if they ſhouldiabuſe it, as 
they were lor. the abuſe of any other diſcretionary power which 
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vas veſted in them. Stating the queſtion in that view, which 
was the real and proper ſtate of it, could any Gentleman think 
that all the liberties of the ſubject, and all the privileges of 
Parliament, would be ſo completely annihilated by the Bill, 
as to make it a queſtion, whether a Member of Parliament 
ought, or ought not, to give up his attendance in Parliament; 
or the intereſt of his conſtituents? He would not do thoſe 
Hon, Gentlemen the- injuſtice to ſuppoſe that any of them 
thought ſo for a moment; and it would not be doing juſtice 
to their own characters, were they to make any ſuch declara- 


tion. : 


The Right Hon. Gentleman, and thoſe who argued on the 
ſame fide with him, had contended, that in this, and other 
meaſures of Government, there appeared a ſtrong imitation 
of the French ſyſtem of procedure; upon what grounds they 
knew beſt ; hitherto they had never taken the trouble of ex- 
plaining them to the Houſe. Wherein was the compariſon 
to be found? He begged Gentlemen to attend a little to the 
comparative ſtare of the two countries. Here a cafe had been 
ſtated, and clearly made out, proving that there was a party 
in this country, whoſe avowed ſyſtem aimed at the deſtruc- 
Bon of all civilized order, the annihilation of Parliament, and 


the ſubverſion of the conſtitution itſelf, by the introduction 


of Jacobiniſm, which had already proved ſo fatal to France, and 


at that moment threatened the diſſolution of every eſtabliſhed 


government in Europe] Such being «he caſe in this country, 
it was propoſed to prevent the calamitous effects of this dan- 
gerous conſpiracy, by the adoption of a legal meaſure, limited 
in its duration, and which the experience and wiſdom of our 
anceſtors had approved, and found highly beneficial. What 
then was to be compared to this in the ſituation of France, 
under the influence of the preſent ruling power in that coun- 
try, miſcalled a government? a power which, to ſupport its 
reprobated, deteſtable, and preſumptuous uſurpation, had re- 
courſe to every ſtratagem that fraud, robbery, and injuſtice 


could ſuggeſt. It was therefore unfair to impoſe any ſuch 


compariſons upon that Houſe; for, in the preſent inſtance, 
we were doing no more than reſiſting French crimes, by op- 
poling to them French principles; and between them it would 
not be ſaid, there could be found the leaſt compariſon, ana- 
logy, or imitation. The Right Hon. Gentleman had next 
proceeded, in the climax of his imagination, to augur conſe- 
quences the moſt portentous, ominous, and inauſpicious, 
from the arguments of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Windham) who fat near him; and, taking that to be the firſt 
ſtep of the ladder which he ſuppoſed reared for the deſtrue- 
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tio? of the conſtitution, ſeemed dreadfully afraid about the 
extent to which that reaſoning might be carried; and on that 
point he had produced ſomewhat of an extraordinary kind of 
argument, which was, that becauſe all the meaſures which 
Had yet been taken had proved ineffectual to check the progreſs 
of the evil they had been applied to remedy, Gentlemen were 
not to perſevere in endeavouring to overcome the evil by the 
application of means ſtronger and more efficacious. Here it 
might be aſked, if thoſe meaſures had not been adopted, and 
the vigilance of Government exerted, whether thoſe evils 
would now have been greater than they were? and whether, 
if no ſuch ſteps had been taken during the laſt two years, we 
ſhould not have enjoyed the ſame tranquillity that had pre- 
vailed during that period ? The fact was, if theſe meaſures 
had not been adopted, they ſhould have been hurried much 
faſter to the ſame ſcenes of miſchief which wete opened to 
their view, and from the dreadful conſequences of which they 
had been ſaved by the vigilance of Parliament and the exer- 
tions of Government, aſſiſted by the prevailing opinions of the 
country. He next proceeded to ſay, that if they dreaded all 
that their alarms ſuggeſted, and had found that the meaſures 
adopted laſt year had not ſucceeded in checking thoſe parties, 
they ought not to perſevere in meaſures of ſeverity, when 
there was reaſon to think ſuch meaſures had been of little 
avail, and that meaſures of a more cool and moderate nature 
would be more likely to. be attended with ſueceſs : But to what 
did that Right Hon. Gentleman propoſe to apply thoſe mild 
and moderate remedies? Did he ſuppoſe that the progreſs of 
a Jacobin Convention, were it to be once eſtabliſhed in this 
country, was to be ſtopped, or its conſequences avoided, by 
indulgence and conceſſion? or that indulgence and conceſſion 
were fit to be oppoſed to ſo daring an attempt upon the exiſt- 
ence of the conſtitution? He might wiſh to preſerve the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, but that would be a thing impoſſible, if theſe 
Societies met with indulgence or conceſſion. Their own 
Janguage clearly expreſſed, that they would make no compro- 
miſe; and it muſt be clear that no conceſſion would ſatisfy 
them ſhort of a ſurrender of the Britiſh conſtitution. It muſt 
therefore appear that reſiſtance, and the ſtrongeſt reſiſtance 
that could be made, was abſolutely neceſſary, notwithſtanding 
all that had been augured in ſo prophetic a ſtrain againſt the 
adoption of ſevere meaſures, even in extreme caſes. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, if there were ſuch perfogs, 
to be ſure they could not like them; but let them not imagine 
that perſecution would get the better of their opinions, what- 
ever they might be. It ſuch toleration of opinions ought to 
- | | be 


{ 


be granted to perſons of the deſcription which the members 
of thoſe Societies prove d to be, to what did it amount? It 
amounted, to a toleration. of the worſt ſpecies of anarchy, 
ſedition, and treaſon. In his idea of perſecuting for political 
opinions, the Right Hon. Gentleman need not ſuppoſe that 
there was any particular intention, by that Bill, to go too 
great a at in that way; and, once for all, to anſwer the 
queſtion of -<, where are you to ſtop ?” that it was not proper 
that. the limit of their remedies ſhould be ever declared, or 
that they ſhould pronounce that this was the laſt remedy to 
which they would have recourſe; he would at the ſame time 
ſay, that proſecution, in no inſtance, ought to extend beyond 
what the real neceſlity of the caſe required; and the tempo- 
rary means propoſed 32 the preſent Bill might be ſuppoſed the 
beſt remedy in the preſent caſe. | . 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould next come 
to thoſe points on which the Right Hon. Gentleman ſeemed 
to have argued at a much greater length than he thought ne- 
ceflary, viz. the degree of neceſſity that exiſted, the proofs of 
that neceſſity, and the nature of the remedy applied to the 
caſe. Upon theſe ſeveral ꝓoints, he conceived, the Houſe was 
already perfectly ſatisſied; and he could ſee no reaſon why the 
Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould have introduced into that part 
of his ſpeech, ſo much in favour of the right which the peo- 
ple had to meet for legal purpoſes in a conſtitutional way, or 
their right to petition Parliament for a reform in the Repre- 
ſentation, becauſe theſe were points which had never been diſ- 
puted, and had no connexion whatever with the queſtion be- 
fore the Houſe. With regard to the policy of ſuch an ap» 

- plication to Parliament, when that queition came regularly 
— the Houſe laſt year, he had fully declared his ſentiments 


on that ſubject, and on a Parliamentary Reform, and his opi- 


nions ſtill remained the ſame: But ſurely no perſon would 
E to ſay, that there exiſted the moſt remote analogy 
etween legal Societies for obtaining Reform in Parliament, 
with an intention and deſire legally and conſtitutionally to 


improve the Repreſentation, and that Convention propoſed by 


the Jacobin Societies, whoſe object was the deſtruction of Par» 
lament, and not its improvement. That that was their de- 
ſign, was clearly proved by the authority of their own records; 
The bulk of them did not even pretend that Reform was either 
their view or their with; ſuch a meaſure was neither in their 
mouths, nor in their minds; neither did their actions in any 
ſort correſpond with the actions of men who wiſhed well to 
their country. To give any ſanction to them, under the im- 
preſſion that their object was a legal and conſtitutional Reform, 
| | was 
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was too ridiculous an idea to admit even of a moment's con- | 


fideration ; As well might they talk of giving their ſanction to 
legal conſpiracy and legal aſſaſſination, as imagine that thoſe 
Societies had any legal or virtuous purpoſe whatever in their 


' ſyſtem ! [To corroborate this argument the Chancellor of the 


ſ 
Edlen read various Extracts from the Proceedings of the 


Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Cor- 


reſponding Society.] Theſe Societies were, he ſaid, the main 
ſprings of this deſtructive ſyſtem, which called aloud for ſuch 
immediate and ſuch powerful reſiſtance. What he had read 
from their own books, proved ſufficiently, in his mind, that it 
was through hypocriſy they pretended their objeCt was a Par- 
Jiamentary Reform, and that they uſed it merely as a pretext 
or maſk for their real and miſchievous deſigns; and the papers 
inſerted in their Report were, in his opinion, a full and com- 
plete anſwer to ſuch Gentlemen as endeavoured to confound 
thoſe men with Parliamentary Reformers, and alſo to reſute 
the charge made by thoſe who had inſiſted that the Report 
contained no new matter whatever. In one of their proceed- 
ings they appointed a Committee for the expreſs purpoſe of 


watching over the conduct of Parliament, with a view to con- 


troul any proceeding which might appear to them improper; 
and that they were to effect through the organ of a Conven- 
tion, expreſſing at the ſame time, that as no redreſs of griev- 
ances could be expected from that quarter, it became their duty 
to repel nora by the ſame means by which it was ſup- 
ported. On that point he could not but expreſs his ſurpriſe at 
Fevriog the ſame arguments uſed by that Right Hon. Gen- 
fleman which had been uſed on a former night, reſpecting the 
right 'which exiſted in the people at large to watch over the 


proceedings of Parliament, and to interfere when any meaſure 


was going forward which they might conceive inimical to their 
intereſts. What moſt aſtoniſhed him was, that any argument 
of that ſort ſhould be offered as a palliation for the conduct of 
that Society; fince, after the union with the other in the ſame 
Fern, and for the ſame objects, they avowedly came to re- 
lutions, that they ſhould not appeal to Parliament for re- 
dreſs of their ſuppoſed grievances, but were to proceed to 
acts of authority and controul over the functions of Par- 

liament. | 
With regard to nothing new being contained in the Report, 
it was in itſelf a matter of indifference, whether the inform- 
ation contained in it was old or new, provided it was con- 
fidered to ſubſtantiate the grounds upon which the alarm had 
taken place. However, in point of fact, they were not old 
proofs which it contained; for, until the ſeizure of the pa- 
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pers, the correſpondence with, the Club at Norwich was never 
known; and that was one of the moſt important diſcoveries 
S theſe papers. contained, as it had brought to light the general 
& deſign of aſſembling their Jacobin Convention. As to what 

was known two years ago, could any perſon ſay, that theſe 
tranſactions were unconnected with the ſubſequent and prop 
greſſive proceedings of thoſe Societies and that they did not 

7 a very material link of that chain of conduct which it 
was neceſſary to trace from its firſt, commencement down to 
the preſent moment? One part of the Report. however, 105 
Right Hon. Gentleman had admitted to be new, that which | 
ſtated that theſe Societies were preparing to put arms into. the 

hands of thoſe who were to carry their BET. into execution. 

That article of, the Report had been ſomewhat curiouſly ob- 

jected to, that not being in the body of the Report, but, given 

as, a ſeparate, article, it was therefore leſs authentic. In 
anſwer, to that, he ſhould mention, that that piece of inform- 
ation was, cautiouſly given, , becauſe the Committee, at the 
time their Report was made up, had not been able to make 
ſo full an inquiry into; that matter as the importance of the 
ſubject demanded: They, however, were now convinced, that 
they would very ſoon be in poſſeſſion of ſuch information as 


might lead them to propoſe to Parliament ſome further mea- 
ſures on, that article. Another reaſon they had for making it 
a ſeparate article, was, that the full information contained in 
the Report reſpecting the intended Convention, was in their 
minds ſufficient to warrant the proceedings intended to be 


founded thereon. 7 6 ; 5. $70.1: ; 
As to the propriety of the remedy, without again recurring 
to the arguments uſed. againſt perſecution, for matters of opi- 
nion, he would ſhortly ſay, the remedy amounted to nothing 
elſe than putting a legal reſtraint upon criminal actions: And 
the preſent crime amounted, in his opinion, to a conſpiracy of 
that nature, which was an equal, if not a ſtronger, reaſon for 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, than either the caſes 
of invaſion or rebellion, to which Gentlemen had ſo frequently 
alluded. :, It was, however, ſomething extraordinary, that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould-have aſcribed the ſucceſs of the 
Chriſtian religion to the effect of human action, and not to 
the divinity * its inſtitution; and expreſſed, at the ſame time, 
his apprehenſions that the principles of Jacobiniſm would in 
the ſame manner be eſtabliſhed the ſpirit of perſecution. 
He would readily admit that Jacobiniſm was not more likely 
to ſucceed by the aid of its divinity, than the pure religion of 
Chriſt; but he was quite at a loſs to ſee how, the Hon. Gen- 
tleman's argument could at all Nb. The Right Hon. Gen- 
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tleman ſeemed very much to doubt the good effects of that 
Bill, and that it would never attain the object for which it 
was intended; the opinion of the perſons who compoſed thoſe 
Societies ſeemed to differ eſſentially from his, and they con- 
ſidered it in a different point of view; for they had declared 
the ſuſpenſion. of the Habeas Corpus Act the very meaſure 
which ſhould be the ſignal for them to aſſemble their Conven- 
tion; and on that account it became the 014 >> e 
Parliament to paſs the Bill quickly, to prevent them from taking 
meaſures to evade its operation. e 
With regard to this meaſure being likely to invite the 
French to inyade us, the Right Hon. Gentleman had fpoken 
nobly and boldly, when he Gia, that he did not fear an inva- 
ſion, but would not invite one; and in that ſentiment he per 
fectly concurred ; but the material difference between them 
was, that he believed the effect on the French would be quite 
the reverſe from what he ſuppoſed, for certainly, the ſuppreſ- 
fion of our enemies at home would be no very welcome in- 
telligence to our enemies abroad. But however that might be, 
He thought it but right, with regard to the difaffeQted per- 
ſons in this country; whatever their numbers were, it was 
one the vigilant exertions of Government ſhould equal their 
activity. 0 | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded with an apology 
to the Houſe for having detained them ſo much longer than 


was his firſt intention. 


Mr. Fox in explanation declared, that with regard to what he 
had faid on the ſubject of the Chriſtian religion, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had entirely miſunderſtood and miſtated him, 
which he did not conceive poſſible, as he had taken par- 
ticular pains to make his meaning clear and obvious. What 
he ſaid was, that the Chriſtian religion owed much of its ſuc- 
ceſsto perſecution; not inſinuating from that, that it was de- 
ficient * of divinity; it was a religion of which he al- 

en accuſtomed to ſpeak with reverence, and which 
he had ever profeſſed; and further, to elucidate that point, he 
obſerved, that not only the Chriftian religion, but other ſects, 
which had no juſt claim to divine inſtitution, had flouriſhed 


under perſecution. He repeated his affertion as to the right 
olf the people, and their propriety in keeping a proper degree 


of vigilance over the proceedings of Parliament, and their 
Tight to affociate for legal purpoſes. If (he ſaid) fuch a Bill 
as had that night been alluded to by his Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Windham), or ane for aſſimilating the laws of this country to 
thoſe of 'Scotland, ſhould be brought in, he ſhould think it his 
duty to affociate with delegates from the different towns and 

| | = counties 
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counties of England, and to refiſt it by every conſtitutional 


4 means. With regard to the effe& of that Bill on the opinions 


of the French,. remained in the ſame ſentiments; no 


country was without difaffeQted: perſons; but that Bill held out 


to our cuemies, that they were ſa numerous here, that it re- 
quired the ſtrongeſt efforts of the Executive Government to 


reſtrain. them from | rebellion, 
' The Chancellor of. the Exchequer declared himſelf perfectly 
ſatisfied with the explanation, and affured the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman that what he had ſaid aroſe from miſcon- 


tion. | | 
—- Thempfon ſaid, he roſe not to juſtify any of the. So- 
cieties. If they were criminah, let 28 fall where there 
was guilt. He wiſhed only to explain the correſpondence al- 
luded to in the Report of the Secret Committee, between the 


Correſponding Society, and the Society for Conſtitutional In- 


formation, of which he was a member. The Society ſor Con- 


ſtitutional Information would not agree to the ufe of the word 


Convention, which they thought might give a falſe impreſſion 


of their intentions, and on the Friday following they reſolved 


that they would not fend delegates to any meeting, | 
was not this reſolution mentioned in the Report? No- circular 


letter had been ſent to other Societies by the Society for Con- 
| ſtitutional Information; and he aſked the Chancellor of the | 


Exchequer, as a member of the Secret Committee, whether he 
did not recollect having ſeen the reſolution above mentioned. 
in the Books. If he had not, it muſt have been omitted by the 
Secretary either through negligence or delign, | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted that no circular 


letters had been ſent by the Society for Conſtitutional Inforth- 


ation. The books of the Society appeared to be kept with 
the utmoſt regularity in point of form. He did not recollect 
whether or not they contained any ſych refolution. as the 


Hon. Gentlemen had ſtated, and wiſhed him to mention the 


date. | 

Mr. Thompſon ſaid, he did not recollect the date, but was 
certain as to the fact; and if the reſolution did not appear on 
the books, the Secretary muſt have ſuppreſſed it. 8 


Mr. Grey ſaid, this was a new fact to prove the whole Re- 


port of the Secret Committee a ſcandalous impoſture. A 


| Member of the Houſe had ſtated a reſolutian to which he him- 


ſelf was a witneſs. Could the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
deny that it was upon the books? To fay that he did not know 
was to ſay that the Committee had reported to the Houſe 
on the contents of papers which they themſelves had not ex- 


amined, 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould ' give no 
anſwer to a queſtion put in ſuch a tone. 3 LOT I Th 
Mr. Curawen obſerved on the raſnneſs with which the Houſe 
was proceeding, without aſcertaining facts. He had quitted 
the Society of the Friends of the People on no ſuſpicion that 
the gentlemen who remained in it would ſuffer themſelves 
to be miſſed, and was ſtill the advocate of Parliamentary 
Reform. n , er 
Major Maitland ſaid, the arguments for the Bill, as far as 
they depended on the conduct of one of the Societies, were 
now admitted to be falſe; and the Report of the Secret 
Committee was contradifted on a point of fact by the only 
Member of the Houſe who could ſpeak to it of his own know- 
ledge. COLES is | IG 
. 2 Fekyll contended that the Houſe had been hitherto com- 
pletely miſled, and was going to vote away all that was left to 
diſtinguiſh it from a deſpotic government, upon erroneous 
ſtatements. After the information afforded by Mr. Thomp-' 
ſon, and which there was no attempt to diſprove on the other 
fide of the Houſe, he had a right to aſſume that the papers 
contained in the Report, were not thoſe that belonged to the 
Conſtitutional Society; that their Secretary, or ſome other 
perſon, had been bribed to ſubſtitute falſe papers inſtead of 
thoſe that were genuine; and that the whole was a forgery and 
impoſture of the ſame kind, and with no better object than 
thoſe of Titus Oates. In order to gain time for 'makin 
the neceſſary inquiry, he moved That the debate be ad- 
6 journed.” | ts SER 
On this, the Houſe divided; | 
| _ at RT 
Majority againſt the Adjournment 150* | | 
| = e After 
The following is a Liſteof the Minority who voted for the Ad- 
Journment, to prevent the third Reading of the Bill to ſuſpend ths 
Habeas Corpus Act. A | 


Spencer, Lord Robert 


Fox, R. H C. Te 
Maitland, Hon. F. Byng, George 
Howard, Henry Curwen, J. C. 
Huſſey, William Radon, Hon. John 
Jekyll, Joleph Aubrey, Sr Jehn 
Baring, Sir Francis Church, J. B. 
Wycombe, Earl Weſtern, C. C. 
Harriſon, John Thompſon, Thomas 


North, Dudley 


Bouverie, Edward 
Sturt, Charles 


Vyner, R. 


ed th: 


to the 


Add 


ment t. 


* 
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10 Alfter the diviſon on the queſtion of adjournment moved 

if by Mr. Jekyll, an altercation took place on the re- admiſſion of 

ſe | ftrangers. 

2 The Chancellor of the 3 inte! in the moſt peremp- 

at | tory terms, on the doors being kept ſhut. 

es The diſcuſſion on the miſrepreſentation of the proceedin 

ry iin the Society for Conſtitutional Information, as ſtated by Mr. 170 
Thompſon, was revived. It was ſaid, in ſtrong terms, that "HA 

a8 the Secret Committee had falſified or miſquoted the books of HY 

re the Society. | "Wy 

et Lord Mulgrave and Mr. Nakiaſten returned from a re-exa- f ith 6 

ly mination of the books. +4 

- Ar. Sheridan, Mr. Curwen, and Major Maitland, contend-: 11 
ed that from the ſtatement of the Members of the Secret Com- 1 

n Repor there was an acknowledged error or N in their Hf 

to Report. 12 

us The Chancellor of the Exchequer n ed that there was a iT 

o- miſtake, but denied that it was intentional, or of ſufficient 15 

er conſequence to juſtify poſtponing the paſſing of the B Fl, 

rs Mr. Windham, with great warmth, defended the Secret by 

ae Committee. 94 

or Mr. Grey juſtified his former expreſſions, i in his queſtion 5b 

of to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and retorted with great 135 

d ſeverity. 8 

in He was called to order by General Smith, and the Speaker 

g interpoſed. 1 0 

i" Mr. Fox inſiſted that the detection of this error, if error $2 


| it muſt be called, was a new proof that the Report of the Se- 
ctet Committee was founded on impoſture. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made uſe of ſome warm expreſ- 105 

| ons? ; which Mr. Fox repelled with an equal degree of warmth. 372 

After a debate of the greateſt heat that perhaps ever occurred 8 

in; a Houſe of — — which the Speaker conducted 


ol Antonie, Lee Fletcher, Sir H. 

1. Lambton, Henry Fitzpatrick, General 

16 Tarleton, Colonel Erſkine, Hon. Thos. 

Courtenay, John Milbanke, Ralph 
| Burch, J. K. Hare, James 
St. John, St. Andrew Francis, Philip 
Taylor, M. A. Reuſſell, Lord William 
Milnes, R. S. Jervoiſe, C. J. 
Winnington, Sir Ed. 
TELLERS. 


| Sheridan, R. B. | Grey, Charles 
| Additional Members who voted on the ſecond Diviſion on the Adjourn- 
ment the ſame Day. 
Cavendiſh, Lord G. H. Smith, William | 
"FO John Howell, David . 
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himſelf with the utmoſt candour and propriety, the queſtion 
was put on the motion that the Bill do paſs: 5 


„ 146 
Noes 25 


F„%%%˙* EC Oo OREN 
The Bill was then ordered to the Lords for their con- 
Currence. - | es | 
© The Chancellor Y the Exchequer then moved an Addrefs of 
Thanks for his Majeſty's Meſſage; and that a copy of the 
Report of the Secret Committee be ſent to the Lords, 
Mr. Sheridan moved that the Report be printed *, which, 
after ſome converſation, was agreed to. | vi 
Adjourned at 3 o'clock on Sunday morning. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

121 | Mox DAY, May 19. 

Received from the Commons, the Bill to impower his Ma- 
jeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as he ſhall ſuſpect, &c. 
and alſo the Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the Papers of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, and the London Correſponding Society, &c. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, before he proceeded to the buſineſs ex- 
pected to engage the attention of the Houſe that day, he would 
juſt mention, that in conſequence of the importance of the 
news received that day, by which it appeared that the brave 
officers by fea and land in the Weſt Indies had completed 
their glorious enterpriſes in that quarter of the globe, he ſhould 
take the opportunity to move for that reward which was moſt 
ſatisfactory to Britiſh officers, viz. the applauſe of the Legiſ- 
lature on the firſt open day to Sir Charles Grey, Bart. and 


Sir John Jervis, and to the officers and ſoldiers employed in 


the late glorious conqueſts. | + 

With regard to the ſpecial buſineſs of the day, he ſhould 
move that the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons be referred to the Secret Committee of their 


Lordſhips. 


Earl Stanhope roſe to give his negative to the motion. His 
Lordſhip contended, tlat the papers in the bag were known 
as to their contents, and that as it was notorious that the facts 
ſtated in the Report were to be found in thoſe papers, they 
might as well be refer red to an open Committee in the Houſe, 


as to a ſecret Comraittee in a private chamber. The Earl 


Bo F or a copy of ge printed Report, ſee the Appendix, p. 33. 5 
8 © a ſtated 
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ſtated the detection of an impoſition reſpecting ſome leaves 


produced elſe where, and ſtated to be leaves that had been 
torn out of a book produced as evidence. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
he had held them to the light, and perceived that there were 
no holes through them, which would have been the cafe had 
ever been bound, and made part of a volume. "They 
had, however, been brought up to that Houſe as part of evi- 
dence, and in the night ſome perſon or other cut the backs of 
the ſheets to give them the appearance of having been bound ; 
but it was done in ſo awkward and bungling a manner, that 
they were not cut in the right place, and it was clear they 
could not have been bound. It came out afterwards, upon 
confeſſion, that they never had been part of the original book 
produced. "There were various other reaſons, his Lone 
ſaid, for an open Committee in the Houſe, and not the lea 
important was, that the book laid upon the table, with the 
„ e the Report, was the record or regiſter of the reſo- 
lutions of one of the Societies, who well knew its contents, 
as itwas their own book. His Lordſhip ſaid, having come down 
to the Houſe before their Lordſhips were aſſembled, and having 
nothing to do, he went to the Houſe of Commons, 'and was 
preſent when the Report was firſt brought down and read, 
and he there found that the Report was a mere humbug, the 
mere ſhadow of the papers it referred to, or rather ſcarcely a 
ſemblance of a ſhadow. Tt varied materially from the papers 
on which it was pretended to be founded, and an Hon. and 
independent Member of another Afﬀembly had complained, 
that a particular and material reſolution entered in the book 
of the Society in queſtion was paſſed over, and not the ſmalleſt 
notice taken of it in the Report. As he had before ſtated, 
therefore, the Report was a mere humbug, and for that reaſon 
the Report and the papers ought to be examined in the Houſe, 
chat the variations might be traced and detected. There was 
a good reaſon, his Lordſhip ſaid, why the papers referred to 
the Houſe of Commons, in conſequence of his Majeſty's 
Meffage, ſhould be there ſent to a Secret Committee for exa- 
mination, becauſe at that time their contents were unknown 
to the Houſe. That was not the caſe with their Lordſhips; 
the Papers and the Report had been laid on the table, and 
their Lordſhips might have inſpected that and the papers; 
5 might alſo, if they had choſen it, have gone to the Houſe 
of Commons, and known as much as he did. His Lordſhip 
enlarged on the omitted reſolution, and concluded with re- 
peating, that he ſhould give his negative to the motion, not 


* In Weſtminſter Hall, on the Trial of Warren Haſlings, Eg. 


/ 


in 


— . Pot 
= _— 8 8 


—— Gon — 4 — — 


| : 
LF! * 
5 
. 
'Þ N 
2 
1 
34 
#4 x 
IF 
\ 
, © Y . 
bh 
12 
} 
"2 
* 
* 9 
* 7 
| i4 
o + q 
4 7 ? 
l 1 
* 
l q « 
_ k 
D 
L . ! 1 j 
IS - : 
* 
12 8 ; 
l oF 
TSS. © | 
= 4 
f - 
1 
U y w $Y 
N 1 4 
» . 
_ 7 — 14 
3. i# 
. i 74 
"I 
o * 1 
N 
8 © } 
- 41% 
# 4 * 
+ * : 
. 
. : 3 
TY J N 
141 : i 
1 414 . BS 
on + y 
144 19 
4 
1 4 1 
+ 9 7 '$ 
i N 4 
17 + iy 
' 0 
1 5 75 
1 j q 
LY 
t FM 20 
7 15 
K. i 
t 4-414 
"11 F 
{ 
1 11 , 
" . 
3: l . 
. 
FS! þ7 
> 1 
7 4 
Kan, 
2 11 : 
8 | 
7 . 1 : 
d . 
4 . 
ADELE. 
1 
7 ** if 
19 1 
1H 23 3 
T7 i 
7 5 - 1 
; iN 
'K . iy 
1 „ An 
1K - . 
# 1 6 
19 1% 3 
4 * 
% Ly 
199 tw 
144 T Mo 
» ) n i 
. 
1 N 
11 ; 
s {4% 
» 1 
* 1 
F <Þ 7 
1 ö 
. . 
1 14 
1 
n 
„ 
i 43-4 
#7 
"I © '® | 
1 BF! 
} : 
1 
1 N 
1 : 
33 4 14 
1 4 3 
i" 1 * 9 
* . 
T1 "W '? 
l 3 '3 
1 +1 
o : 
© 4; BY { 
ny + 1 
1 bt 
1 | G bi 
p, [1 4 
11 F Ly " 
7 71 4 
is 1 1 
4 tl l *} 
4 { +! 
4 14 
} * 1 
nn 
1 | 
* 


WEST 
i [ 4 
4 1 97 
1 0 
ann 
o 
4 * 
"ala 
= 
(] 


day, when he had come to the Houſe under the expectation 
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in order to, prevent. inquiry, or put a ſtop to inveſtigation, 
But in order to make way for a motion to refer the Report 
and the papers to the examination of the Houſe 14 (5: 


In the courſe of his ſpeech he ſaid, he had read moſt of the 


* 1 . 


Ms 
Ms | $ - Þ 


| papers in the bag, and referred to in the Report, either ſepa- 


rately or in the newſpapers, as many of them were two years 


old. et of ap god . 67 
+ The Earl of 1 ſaid, though he was ſorry to differ 


from his Noble Friend. yet, whatever he might ſu pect about 
the correctneſs of the Report, Whatever information he might 


have heard, or whatever he might have learnt without doors 


upon the ſubject, he did not think that the fit moment to 
make any comment upon it. He was of opinion that the 
courſe propoſed by the Noble Secretary of State was the 
proper courſe to take, viz. to refer the Report and the papers 
to a Secret Committee of their own, and when they made a 


report upon it, it would be time enough to ſee if there were 


any material variations or not between the original papers and 
the Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 
With regard to the other notice given by the Noble Secretary 
of State, viz. of his intention to move the thanks of the Houſe 
to thoſe brave and ſkiltul officers Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
John Jervis, for their diſtinguiſned conduct and gallant ſer- 


vices, he was heartily glad that ſuch an intention had been 
fignified. It was not only a tribute due to ſingular merit, 


but would convince our enemies, abroad, as well as our ar- 
mies, that the Government at home were attentive to the ſer- 
vices of their officers, and ready to claim the reward of their 
country in their behalf whenever. it was deſerved, and in the 
inſtance in queſtion no man could deny that the praiſe of their 


country had been highly merited. | 


The Marguis of Lanſdown ſaid, he was not in the Houſe 
when the Noble Secretary of State roſe, and fignified his in- 
tentions; but he had heard incidentally that the Noble Lord 
had ſtated two motions, both of which met his opinion com- 


pletely. He was ſincerely glad, come from what quarter it 


might, that delay was, propoſed reſpecting a Bill, which al- 
moſt went to the annihilation of the conſtitution itſelf—that 


conſtitution, which had been echoed through every corner of 
the kingdom as the envy of the world, and the object of 
univerſal reverence, as he had hoped with fincerity, but of 
late he had reaſon greatly to doubt that ſincerity, when he 
faw the people ſu fer, without complaint, ſuch meaſures as 
had lately. been witneſſed. He never, his Lordſhip ſaid, had 


come down to the Houſe with greater apprehenſion than that 
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that he was to be called upon to vote ſo ſerious and ſo im- 


ortant a Bill a firſt, a ſecond, and a third time in one day; 
he repeated it therefore, that he cared not from what quarter 
the delay came, he was ſincerely glad they were to be allowed 


time for calm conſideration, and was willing to give a welcome 


reception to repentance, let it have proceeded from what 


motive it would. | 

With regard to the other notice of the Noble Secretary of 
State, viz. of a motion for the thanks of that Houſe to thoſe 
gallant officers Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, he was 
glad that it had been brought forward ; it was a tribute they 
were highly entitled to; and although he was proud of hav- 
ing paſſed his life in habits of the greateſt intimacy with thoſe 


brave men, he could not be ſaid to be partial in his praiſe of 


their merits, when he took that opportunity of ſpeaking of it, 
which miniſters themſelves had choſen as the fit one 'for their 
culogy. | N | 
The motion for a reference of the Report and papers to x 
Secret Committee of nine Lords was then put. 
_ Earl Stanhope was the ſingle Nor Content. 55 8 
Lord Grenville made the other neceſſary motions; among 


others, that the Committee be balloted for the next day, 
before the Lords went into the Hall. | 


Earl Stanhope complained, that the Noble Secretary of 


State, from ſome defect of voice, and the Noble Lord on the 
Woolſack, ſpoke ſo low, that he could not hear the motions. 


Lord Grenville and the Lord Chancellor therefore ſpoke 


louder, upon the motion next made. N 

Juſt as the queſtion of adjournment was about to be put, 

The Duke of Grafton roſe, and obſerved, that in all his 
Parliamentary experience he never remembered a Meſſage 
being brought down from his Majeſty, without an humble 
Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty for his moft gracious Meſ- 
ſage being voted immediately. He knew not to what cauſe 
that cuſtom had been departed from in reſpect to the Meſſage 
from the King, delivered on Saturday; perhaps miniſters 


had their reaſons for it, but the omiſſion appeared to him ſo 


extraordinary, that he thought it ought to be remedied by an 
immediate motion for an Addreſs, He ſhould be rather glad 
if it came from miniſters; but if not moved by them, he 
ſhould feel it his duty to move it himſelf. ; 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he hoped the Noble Duke did not im- 
pute what he termed an omiſfion to have arifen from any 
negleC of attention or reſpect to his Majeſty on his part. No 
man would wiſh more fincerely than he did to avoid the = 


pearance of either the one or the other. In fact, he thought 
| ; 
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the moving an Addreſs to be a matter unimportant in point of 
time, and that it would be better to move it after they had 
examined by their Committee the papers in queſtion, and 
knew upon what to ground their thanks. If, however, any 
one Noble Lord thought it more proper to move the Addreſs 
to his Majeity without that delay, he would move it imme- 
diately. : : f 5 
The Dube of Grafton repeated it, that in the courſe of his 


Parliamentary experience, he did not recollect a ſingle in- 


ſtance in which it had been omitted to return an immediate 
Addreſs of Thanks in the firſt inſtance on receiving and read- 
ing a Meſſage from the King. ; 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he inferred from what had 
fallen from the Noble Secretary of State, that if the Com- 
mons had not favoured the Houle by ſending up the Report 
of their Secret Committee on the papers, the Noble Secre- 
tary would have himſelf adviſed his Majeſty to refer the 
papers that conſtituted the ground of the Report to the Houle, 


being aware that they ought to ſee them before they pro- 


ceeded with the Bill brought up from the other Houſe. 
Lord Grenville then moved an Addreſs. of Thanks to his 
Majeſty: | 5 | | 
Which was carried nemine diſſentiente. 


Lord Grenville next moved, That their Lordſhips, being de- 
firous oſ keeping up the good underſtanding ſubſiſting between 


both Houſes of Parliament, would return the papers to the 


Commons when they ſhould be wanted; and that a Meſſage 
be ſent to inform the Commons of the ſame 
Both of which motions were carried. 
Adjourned. | BR 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
ER 8  Monvay, May 19. | 
John Smith, Eſq. for Pontefract, and the Hon. Robert 
Stewart, for Tregony, took their oaths and their ſeats. + 
The Election Oaths Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
 $EDITIOUS AND TREASONABLE PAPERS. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That the Books and 
Papers which had been laid before the Houſe by Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, and the Report of the Secret Committee thereon, 
ſhould be ſent to the Houſe of Peers. ER 
This motion was agreed to; and My. Windham was ap- 


pointed to carry the ſame to the Lords. 
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THANKS OF THE HOUSE To SIR CHARLES GREY AND SIR 
IoN IERVIS. | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he ſhould on. ſome future day 
move the thanks df the Houſe to Sir Charles Grey and Sir 
John Jervis, and all the officers and men under their com- 
mand, for their eminent ſervices in the Weſt Indies. As he 
was upon his legs, he wiſhed to know of an Hon. Gentleman 
oppoſite to him (Mr. Sheridan) whether he intended to bring 
forward the motion he had given notice of, that day? If 
he did, and the matter was likely to proceed to much length, 


he ſhould be under the neceſſity of moving an adjournment 


of the Houſe, for it was not in his power to attend that day. 
Mr. Sheridan replied, that his motion would not be ve 
long; and he truſted it would not require much diſcuſſion, for 
he had hopes the Right Hon. Gentleman would agree to it; 
at the ſame time, as the Right Hon. Gentleman could not at- 
tend that day, he ſhould defer it.—Adjourned. 
| : F — — F : 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
4 _ TuzsDar, May 20. 3 

The Lords proceeded to ballot for a Secret Committee of 

Nine, and the following Noble Peers were choſen: 


The Lord Chancellor, | Earl of Carliſle, 
Lord Privy Seal, | Earl of Caernarvon, 
Duke of Leeds, Earl of Chatham, 
Duke of Portland, Earl of Mansfield. 
Earl of Hardwicke, 3 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. TUESDAY, May 20. | 
Mr. Windham reported at the Bar, that he had delivered in 
the Houſe of Lords, the books and papers of certain Societies, 
together with the Report of the Committee of Secrecy, as 
ordered by the Houſe. 2 
A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 
Lordſhips, being deſirous at all times to keep up a good under- 
ſtanding and correſpondence with the Houſe of Commons, 
which was never more neceſſary than at preſent, had received 
from the Commons certain books and papers, which they 
would examine and faithfully return. | | 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the firſt part of this Meſſage 
appeared to be a little extraordinary. He did not know what 
reply the Meſſage of the Houſe of Commons required. It 
TCC | ſeemed 


N 
9 * 


— 8 
* 
r bi © 
6 . ORE RG I . 
— 


Sr 


N 


3 N 
— 
- 


— Va. 


. - . 

” 2 

A — . 

WIT 

8 2 
1 


IA +. "o — 
n | Om Ic (nds 
ob net — LA J : 


N Fa LET 
Fug f PS. 4 * 7 3 EEG 


Pg” * 1 
W - 


fore, that thoſe extraneoũs topics v ight have been ſpared. He 
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ſeemed to convey but little information, in ſtating that the 
Lords had received certain papers, and would return them, 
and that they were deſirous of keeping up a good underſtand- 
ing and correſpondence with that Houſe. He could not help 
ſaying, it appeared to him to be ſomewhat fingular, that a 


Bill, which was thought by another aſſembly to require delay, 


ſhould have been hurried through the Houfe of Commons with 
ſuch indecent precipitancy. The converſation was purſued 
no farther. 1 12 
THANKS TO SIR CHARLES GREY AND SIR JOHN JERVIS. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas changed the ſubject by rifing to take 
notice of our Weſt India poſſeſſions. He adverted to the ſtate 
they were in at the concluſion of the laſt peace, and obſerved, 


that the advantage of our late acquiſitions muſt be very great 


in a commercial as well as in various other points of view; 
the whole of the ſugar trade of the world would ſoon, he ex- 
pected, be in our hands: For much of that advantage, under 
the will of Heaven, we were indebted to the glorious exertions 
of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, and the officers and 
men under their command, to all of whom he paid the warmeſt 


compliments for their patriotiſm, their exertions, and their 


courage. He begged to take to himſelf no other ſhare in the 
merit, than that of having had the good fortune to ſelect and 
recommend to his Majeſty's ſervice, men who had gained to 
their country ſuch ſignal advantages, and to themſelves im- 
mortal honour. Having ſpecified the merits of the officers 
and men, he concluded with moving,“ That the Thanks of 
« the Houſe be given to Sir Charles Grey, Knight of the 
6 Bath, for his noble, gallant, and meritorious conduct in 
* the Weſt Indies. The ſame to Sir John Jervis; and alſo 
© to all the officers under the command of both, to be tranſ- 
< mitted to them from the Speaker of that Houſe. The ap- 
« probation alſo of the Houſe of the conduct of all the non- 
« commiſſtoned officers; alſo of all the men employed; to be 
« tranſmitted to them by their different captains.” 
Mr. Sheridan did not oppoſe, but highly applauded theſe 
motions z he remarked, however, that the Secretary of State, 
at the time he beſtowed on theſe gallant commanders, officers, 
and men, laurels which they fo well merited, took care to re- 
ſerve to himfelf a pretty buſhy twig of the tree, at the very 
moment he would ſeem to decline accepting it. He had hinted 
alſo at the advantage we had gained fince the conclufion of the 
peace, ſeeming to inſinuate that the peace was improvidently 
concluded. He ſhould have been a little more tender on his 
own connexions; for a Right Hon. Friend of his was in admi- 
niſtration at the concluſion of that peace. He thought, there 
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knew not with what view they were introduced, unleſs by a 
way of a ſet-off to what had perhaps happened in the Mediter- 
ranean. Having ſaid this, he muſt again repeat that he ap- 
proved highly of all the motions themſelves, and the more ſo, 
as they included the common men, who had as much claim to 
our approbation as their ſuperiors in Ration. He felt himſelf 
not a little pleafed in reflecting, that moſt of the common 
failors in that affair were Iriſhmen ; they had behaved bravely, 
and excited our admiration; and that, hz hoped, proved there 
was no danger to the public cauſe, in putting arms in the 
hands of Roman Catholics. | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas declared, that he did not, in any 
thing he had ſaid; mean to detract from the merit of any of 
the officers or men. 

Mr. Sheridan admitted that he had not ſo detracted; he 
only ſeemed a little eager to ſhare the laurels; and, by an 
alluſion to the former peace, and that we had gained great 
advantages fince, he might poſſibly convey to our allies in 
this war an idea, that they too might have ſome intereſted 
motives, independent of the great, good, and glorious com- 
mon cauſe of reſtoring to the world order, morality, and 
religion. | 8 5 

Major Maitland ſuggeſted the propriety of ſending to all in- 
ferior officers.the thanks of the Houſe by the Speaker, inſtead 
of making any diſtinction; for which he quoted inſtances, 
Ar. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the diſtinction was not in- 
tended to convey any difference of eſteem, with regard to any 
of the parties, but was merely in compliance with form. 
Had the officers acted ſeparately, the thanks would have been 
as the Hon. Gentleman mentioned, but that was the regular 
form when they acted together. | | 

The motions were put, and carried um. con. | 
The Bill for the better regulating of Dover Harbour was 
read a third time, and paſſed. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ WEDnesDaY, May 21. 

The firſt part of the Report“ of their Hhrdſhips* Secret Com- 
mittee, on the papers communicated by the Commons, having 
been preſented by the Lord Privy Seal, a ſhort converſation 
enſued. | 3 
De Marquis of Stafford, Chairman of the Committee, aſked 
for further powers for the Committee, in conſequence of in- 
formation tranſmitted to them, ſtating the grounds on which 


For a printed copy of the Repo, ſee the Appendix to this regs” 
28 1 


75 WOODFALE'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lox #s, 


he made the requiſition, viz. That they might be inſtructed to ob- 


tain ſuch further information as might be communicated to them 
by his Majeſty's Secretarics of State, their original powers 
being limited to the papers referred to their examination. 

The Earl of Derby obſerved, that the Lord Privy Seal, as 
Chairman of the Secret Committee, ought not to have deli- 
vered any verbal report which could not be put upon the Jour- 
nals, and that the only way to make it regular was to make it 
his own, and move ſomething upon it. 

The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that the Noble Earl had en- 
tirely miſtaken the communication made by the Noble Marquis 
(Stafford), who was directed by the Committee to inform the 
Houſe of a circumſtance, which, not being referred to them, 
they could not report any thing upon. No report verbal or 
written was made of the matter which that circumſtance might 
have furniſhed. He ſaid, that the motion which naturally 
followed from the verbal communication, was for further 
power; but as that was propoſed by the Report, it appeared 
the moſt regular and proper way to make that propoſition to- 
morrow, when the Report was to be conſidered; but if the 
Noble Earl wiſhed it to be made at preſent, as grounded on 
the Chairman's verbal communication, it was a point not 
worth objecting to. 1 e 

Lord Grenville moved, That the Report be taken into con- 
ſideration on the 22d, and that the Lords be ſummoned. 

' The Earl of Lauderdale coming into the Houſe after the re- 
ſolution was paſſed, complained of it as irregular, and aſſigned 
| his reaſons for objecting to the Report. | 

The Earl of Caernar von ſaid, that the thing was perfectly 
regular; but, if it was not, it was done to put an end to a 
difficulty in a Noble Earl's (Lord Derby's) mind: That the 
Noble Earl's (Lauderdale's) obſervations aroſe from not know- 
Ing the ſtate of the proceedings; that he had neither heard the 
Report of the Committee read, nor read it himſelf ;. or he 
would have ſeen that the Committee have received no inform- 
ation in the ſenſe in which he conſtrued the word in the mo- 
tion juſt made, nor reported any matter on ſuch information. 
If he had read the Report he would have ſeen that the Com- 
mittee agreed with him ſo entirely, that they could not take 
any thing into conſideration as a Committee, but what was 
referred to them! That having received information, or, if 
the Noble Lord liked the phraſe better, had information ten- 
dered to them, which related to the matter before them, 
they ſtated to the Houſe, in their Report, that they had no 
ſuch powers to deliberate and report upon the matter which 
had come to their knowledge, and therefore deſired larger 

| | | powers. 
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powers. The Chairman could not avoid both receiving and read, 
ing any letter ſent to him; but that did not imply the enter- 
taining it as a ſubject of deliberation. If a murder had been 
committed in the Committee, the Chairman would have 
reported it verbally to the Houſe, though not referred to them. 
| The buſineſs was quite regular; for not only the Chairman, 


- | but any Noble Lord who had heard a fact which had any 


t relation to the matter which the Houſe had referred to the 
Committee, might, if he thought fit, have moved that it 

- ſhould be referred to the Committee; or, that further powers 

O might be given, which would comprehend that ſpecies of 

e information. 3 5 1 

„ Lord Grenville's motion was agreed to, and the Houſe ad- 

r journed. 

t | 3 

7 . HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

T | | 

F WEDNESDAY, May 21. 

% A meſſage was received from the Lords, that they would 

e proceed farther in the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. the 23d. 

n Adjourned. 

t | | LY | 

| 9 HOUSE OF LORDS. 

5 TuuoxspAr, May 22. 

5 Rokr OF THE SECRET COMMITTEE. 

d Lord Grenwille moved the Order of the Day. 


The Report of the Secret Committee, printed and ſent up 
ly 0 their Lordſhips from the Houſe of Commons, by order of 
4 the Houſe, was read by the Clerk at the table; after which, 
le Lord Grenville moved, That the Report of the Committee 
1 of Nine of their Lordſhips be read, which was likewiſe done. 
he lt ſtated, that the Committee of their Lordſhips had met, had 
ne compared the Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
n- {Wnmons with the papers which were ſent with it, and had come 
o- Wto a reſolution, that they were ſatisfied, from looking at thoſe 
n-. {Wpapers, that a treaſonable conſpiracy had been formed and 
n- {Wacted upon in purſuance thereof, in different parts of the 
ke kingdom, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſuperſeding the functions 
as and authority of Parliament, for the ſubverſion of the 
if eſtabliſned laws and conſtitution of the kingdom, and for the 
n- introduction of that anarchy and confuſion which ſo fatally 
m, {Wprevailed in France: That meaſures have been taken for pro- 
no riding arms, of the moſt pernicious ſort, for various perſons, 
ch or carrying on the purpoſes for which they have conſpired. 
zer The Committee had directed a further examination into theſe 
s. JJ 9 cCircum- 
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circumſtances, and they ſubmitted whether it would be proper 
that they ſhou'd peruſe theſe books and papers further imme- 
diately, by a Committee of Secrecy, or leave it to the zeal of 
their Lordſhips to come to an immediate meaſure, in order to 
avert the calamities in which the further progreſs of ſuch a 
-onfpiracy might involve the nation. 
y The Earl + Lauderdale ſpoke to order. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
he had ſome doubts as to the order of their Lordſhips* proceed- 
ings; how far this Report was correCt and regulaz, and ſuch 
as they could properly receive. 'The Report merely ſtated an 
opinion of the Committee on certain points; but it did not 
contain any facts on which they grounded their opinion, nor 
did any thing appear on the face of the Report of their Lord- 
mips' Committee, that. could furniſh their Lordſhips with that 
ample and ſatisfactory information which the Houſe had a 
Tight to expect from a Committee entruſted with ſuch a vari- 
ety of papers, and veited with ſuch extenſive powers, as that 
Committee poſſeſſed. The papers brought up by the Com- 
mons were to be returned, and their Lordſhips could have 
recourſe to them. He muſt maintain that their. Lordſhips' 
Committee had no power to report their own dry opinion to 
the Houſe; they ſhould have related facts, and have left the 
Houſe to form its own opinion upon thoſe facts. f 

The Biſhop of Rocheſter hinted that this was not ſpeaking to 
order. | | | 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, if the Learned Prelate thought 
he could put him out by ſuch an interruption, he was mil- 
taken; he was not to be diſcompoled by the muttering of any 
man in that Houſe : He believed that he was ſpeaking ſtrictly 
in order, becauſe he was ſtating that the Report which their 
Lordſhips had juſt heard read, was an irregular Report; and 
he believed it would require at leaft all the eloquence of the 
Learned Prelate, to prove that he was out of order, or that 
the Report was regular, and ſuch as the Committee was 
charged to make. He would ſay again, that the Committee 
ihould have reported facts to the Houſe, and not merely their 
dry opinion on facts. The order by which the Committee 
was conſtituted, was not expreſſed, as in ſome caſes, ** 'That 
they ſhould report the ſame, together awith their opinion thereon, 
to the Houſe ;” but that they ſhould compare the Report of 
the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, and the 
papers referred to them, and report thereupon, 6 

The Bijop of Roche/ter ſpoke to order: He ſaid that the 
Report of the Committee was regularly before the Houle; 
fknce it was made, the Houſe had founded proceedings upon 


it, and voted ſcyeral reſolutions; it was, therefore, 1 
order 


[Los ps, 


MAY 22 
| 


order 
| entries 
done, 
The 
was in 
objecti⸗ 
1udge © 
Ft Rh 
for whi 
Secreta: 
That 
he was 
was bro 
F ſentime! 
when it 
| tions ap 
adoption 
Jof the of 
were foi 
Lordſhip 
and he n 
that this 
cred by t 
containec 
Lord ( 
nature, x 
ſuffered t. 
far as he | 


rupt him, 


had bette! 
tended; _ 
convenien 
the Noble 
contrary, 
not only ſ 
had diſcha 
ad report 
their Lord 
to that wh 
tor their ] 
of what th 
he gave the 
they ough 
poſſible EX] 
Bill broug 
enable his 
Vor. IV 


Mar 28. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 97 
order to object to the Report. His Lordſhip deſired that the 


er entries on the Journals might be read; which having been 

88 VVV i f | 2 

of The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he was perfectly convinced he 

0 was in order, this was the very ſtage for him to make' his 

* objection; having made it, he left it to their Lordſhips to 
judge of it, and for them to ſee whether they would be guilty 

G of ſuch a diſreſpect to themſelves, as to proceed in a manner 


| for which there was no precedent on their Journals. The Noble 
ch Secretary of State would have been regular, if he had moved, 
an WF That this Report be re-conſidered. His Lordſhip ſaid that 
0: he was not in the Houſe the preceding day, when the Report 
or was brought up. Even if he had, he ſhould have reſerved his 
d- WF ſentiments to the proper ſeaſon, which he deemed the preſent, 


at when it was about to be taken into conſideration. His objec- 

4 tions applied to the conſtruction of the Report, the implicit 

Th adoption of the comments and ſentiments of the Committee 

dat of the other Houſe, and alſo the inſertion of ſentences which 1 

m- were founded on ſuſpicion, conjecture, and ſurmiſe. His | hg 

ve WF Lordſhip therefore wiſhed a reviſe of the whole proceedings; 15 

Ps and he muſt again ſay, let who would attempt to refute him, be 

to that this Report was not ſuch as the Commitree were empow- 5 

he WW cred by the Houſe to make; it ſhould have related facts, but it 4 
contained nothing but matter of dry opinion. | 5 

to Lord Grenville began a very able ſpeech, which, from its 


nature, was elaborate, with declaring, that he had rather have 11 
ht ſuffered the Noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, to proceed as 118 
far as he pleaſed on the point of order in this caſe, than inter- 9 
ny rupt him, becauſe he was perſuaded that points of that kind Wh 
tly had better be allowed to paſs by, than to be ſtrenuouſly con- 
cir tended: He ſaid this merely with reference to the general [ 
nd convenience of the Houſe, and not from any conviction that 1 
the the Noble Earl was right on the queſtion of order; on the | 3 
hat Wi contrary, he was convinced the Report was ſtrictly regular; | 
vas not only ſo, but he was clearly of opinion that the Committee j 
tee had diſcharged their duty in an able manner, and that they 4 
cir had reported an opinion on theſe papers, in which he truſted by 
tee their Lordſhips would coincide. He would proceed, however, 
hat WF to that which appeared to him to be the moſt important matter 
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, for their Lordſhips' conſideration. He roſe in conſequence 1 | 
ol of what their Lordſhips had firſt heard read, and of the notice 4 
the he gave the preceding day, to call on them to conſider whether 15 


they ought not, without further delay, to proceed with all 
the poſſible expedition in the meaſure before them, which was a 
ſc; Bill brought up to them from the Houſe of Commons, to 
pon enable his Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as he 
; of Vol. IV, X {hall 
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ſhall ſuſpe& to be conſpiring againſt his perſon and govern- 
ment. It had been communicated to their Lordſhips, firſt by 
the meſſage from the King; ſecondly, from the Houfe of 
Commons; and, laſtly, by a Committee of their own; that 
there was a dangerous conſpiracy, a treaſonable and alarming 
conſpiracy, formed for the ſubverſion of the laws, conſtitu- 
tion, and government of the country, It was moreoyer aſcer- 
tained, he truſted, to the ſatisfaction of their Lordſhips, that 
arms had been furniſhed, to carry into effect the wicked 
machinations of the Societies to which the Report adverted. 
In ſuch a ſituation, the two branches of the Legiſlature had 
ſhewn precedents, where the hands of the Executive Govern- 
ment were ſtrengthened for the purpoſe of defeating thoſe 
who conſpired againſt the laws and the conſtitution. Was he 
to cloſe his ſpeeca here, he was convinced, after their Lord- 
ſhips had heard the Report, that it were unneceſſary for him 
to ſay more to induce them to agree to the motion which he 
would have the honour of ſubmitting to their conſideration, 
The ſole queſtion, in his mind, was, whether their Lordſhips 
would agree to a meaſure that tended to enable the Executive 
Government to ſecure to this country the bleſſings of the con- 
ſtitution and its laws, which were attacked; for that purpoſe, 
he would recommend to their Lordſhips to paſs the Bill before 
them; in doing which, they were doing nothing more than 
their anceſtors did, and that at the beſt periods of our conſti- 
tution, at an æra when liberty was beſt underſtood and prac- 
tically defined. At the time of the glorious Revolution itſelf, 
that Houſe had adopted the meaſure now propoſed on lighter 
examination than that which had been the foundation; this 
would be apparent to their Lordſhips on reference to their 
Journals; it would appear that ſuch a Bill as this had paſſed on 
a ſimple communication from the Crown, without ſtating any 
thing but a mere fact of there being a conſpiracy, and without 
waiting for any proof it; but although that was the caſe, he 
felt in this inſtance a deſire to enter a little into the detail of 
facts by way of information to the Houſe, and as reaſons for 
adopting this meaſure. The aſſertion of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in which their Lordſhips' Committee had unanimouſly 
concurred, was, that they were ſatisfied there was a defign 
entertained, openly profeſſed, and acted upon, which aimed 
at nothing leſs than what was ſtated in his Majeſty's meſſage, 
a traiterous conſpiracy ſor the ſubverfion of the eſtabliſhed 
laws and conſtitution of the kingdom, and to introduce 
ſyſtem of anarchy and confuſion, which had fatally prevailed 
in France; and * was ſorry to ſay that this had not been dif 
couraged; on the contrary, it had been encouraged in many 
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inſtances, and that at a time when we were at war for the 


ſupport and maintenance of every thing that was dear to us, 
and to every civilized nation in the world; and after both 
Houſes of Parliament had repeatedly expreſſed. their decided 
opinions on the juſtneſs and neceſſity of that war. From the 
firſt moment that thoſe who brought on the revolution in 
France found themſelves ſtrongenough to avow their real prin- 
ciples and deſigns, their miſchievous ſyſtem commenced, and 
they began to diſturb this and other countries under the name 
of reform; they had proceeded wiſely, if wiſdom was an ap- 
plicable epithet, and could be ſaid eyer to attend iniquity; they 
had proceeded to obtain the aſſiſtance of the people of different 


countries, well knowing that their ſyſtem could not be eſta- 


bliſhed in their own without ſuch aſſiſtance; and they found, 
as naturally wy expected to find, men of profligate morals 


and deſperate fortunes in many places ready to join them. 


Accordingly, in the beginning of the year 1792, it appeared, 
that a correſpondence was eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of diſſe- 
minating principles that were utterly inconſiſtent with the 
exiſtence of the conſtitution of this country: He would 
ſay more, inconſiſtent with the exiſtence of any conſti- 
tution, or any form of government in this world, where 
there was either law, morality, religion, or order. In this 
ſituation, his Majeſty had been adviſed to warn his ſubjects of 
the pernicious tendency of ſuch principles, and the diſſemina- 


tion of them; accordingly, we found that his Majeſty iſſued 


his proclamation in May 1792, on which the two Houſes 
of Parliament addreſſed his Majeſty in becoming terms of affec- 
tion to his perſon and family, and profeſſed inviolable attach- 


ment to the conſtitution ;z this was neceſſary for them and the 


good part of the community, for the preſervation of their pro- 
perty and their lives: Preciſely at this period it was, when 
theſe Societies came forward for a purpoſe to which it was 
extremely material for their Lordſhips to attend; they began 
by endeavouring to corrupt the minds of the lower claſſes of 
the Public, by diſſeminating pamphlets, containing the whole 
of their ſyſtem; they paſſed a reſolution on the 18th of May 


1792, to diſtribute a cheap edition of a book, intitled, © Rights 


of Man.” The author of that infamous libel announced to 


them his intention of publiſhing'a cheap edition of that work, 


on which they not only reſolved that ſuch a proceeding would 
be highly praiſe-worthy, but that 3000 copies ſhould be pur- 
chaſed at the expence of the Society. Had theſe proceedings 
been confined to one ſpot, poſſibly they might have remained 
unworthy notice; but, by an aſtoniſhing degree of activity 
and perſeverance, which was hardly ever equalled in a good 
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cauſe, they had extended theſe principles in a very great de- 


gree, inſomuch that, by their own papers, it appeared there 
were ſimilar clubs in almoſt every town in Great Britain, with 
whom they held a direct and conſtant correſpondence. Here 
was the foundation of that ſyſtem which had fince ripened into 
treaſonable practices by ſubſequent proceedings, and which 
were followed up with incredible diligence and activity; this 
was increaſed by the ſucceſs of Dumourier in the Low Coun- 
tries, which demonſtrated the views of the parties, as well as 
their avowed concurrence with the National Convention of 
France, which was manifeſted by an addreſs formally preſented 
on behalf of ' theſe Societies to that Convention, and the an- 
ſwer to it by Barrere, the then Preſident of the Convention; 
which was, in ſubſtance, that the National Convention ap- 
plauded the ſpirit of Britiſh republicans, and that they truſted 
the moment was not very diſtant, but was faſt approaching, 
when a National Convention ſhould be eſtabliſhed in England. 
His Lordſhip ſaid he was induced to look at firſt on this as a 
wild, abſurd ſally of infatuation, with which the proceedings 
of that aſſembly ſeemed to teem; but he was compelled to give 
Barrere ſome credit for his foreſight into the future intentions 
of theſe perſons, ſince, on looking at the ſubſequent proceed- 
ings of the Engliſh republicans, he found it was only part of a 
ſettled and ſyſtematic plan for the ſubverſion of the conſtitu- 
tion of this country. The declaration of war, however, ſuſ- 
pended this immediate intercourſe between the Engliſh Socie- 
ties and the French Convention ; but yet the Englith Societies 
continued their aſſiduity. It was in vain that Parliament had 
expreſſed their repeated deteſtation of French principles; it 
Was in vain every method was taken by Government to check 
their proceedings; it was in vain the generality of the king- 
dom expreſſed their determination to ſupport our King and 
Conſtitution ; {till they went on, and increaſed their activity 
in proportion as any little advantage was obtained over the 
allies. This would be as evident to their Lordſhips as it ap- 
N to him, if they looked on the names of the perſons who 
ad been admitted members of theſe Societies afterwards: 
They were members of the Convention, who had by the whole 
of their ſpeeches and conduct, been marked by the moſt de- 
cided evidence of hoſtility to the conſtitution of this country ; 
and they had brought us to the neceſſity of arming againſt 
them im our defence, and almoſt at this very moment; when 
we were arming for our own defence, and in ſupport of our 
conſtitution, theſe Societies made honorary members, and 
entered the ſpeeches of theſe perſons in their books ; the 
ſpeeches of Barrere and St, André: Roland was alſo admitted 
| all 
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an honorary member. It was really with aſtoniſhment that 
he at firſt read the ſpeech of Barrere, in particular where he 
ſtated that it was falfe that the people of England were adverſe 
to the proceedings of the Convention, and eſpecially to the 
murder of- their King; he allowed that ſome individuals in 
this country had expreſſed ſome diſapprobation of that event; 
but inſiſted that it was not, by any means, the general feeling 
of the people of England. This was the ſpeech which the 
members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information were 
pleaſed to applaud. Beſides this, their Lordſhips would per- 
ceive in theſe Societies, a ſtudious imitation of the proceed- 
ings of the National Convention; they adopted all their 
phraſes in ſpeaking, and all their forms in tranſaQting buſi- 
neſs; the more manifeſtly to demonſtrate that their ſentiments 
were ſimilar to thoſe of the National Convention. All this 
proved, to his mind, that their views were to familiarize the 
lower claſſes of the people of this country to theſe proceed- 
ings, in order to prepare them to come to a reſolution for the 
deſtruction of all rank, diſtinction, and order in ſociety z every 
thing was to be ſwallowed up in the Jacobinical term Citi- 
zen. This, among other of their ſervile imitattons, was 
adopted by theſe Societies; and though it might be an inſig- 
nificant circumſtance in itfelf, yet, when coupled with others, 
went fully to develope their real principles and intentions. 
If he were ſpeaking to an aſſembly much leſs enlightened than 
their Lordſhips were, he was confident he ſhould have no dif- 
ficulty in convincing them of the drift of all this; but, what 
was ſtill of more importance, their Lordſhips would fee there 
was not any one of the papers of theſe Societies, contained in 
the Report, which did not contain, not implied but avowed, 
expreſſed approbation of the principles of government main- 
tained in the National Convention of France; principles, 
which their Lordſhips well knew to be utterly ſubverſive 
of all government, and all order in ſociety, and a dire& 
attack on the conſtitution which we at preſent enjoyed: 
The perſons who concurred in theſe ſentiments, diſſeminated | 
them with incredible induſtry among the people of Great 
Britain at large, and with more induſtry among the lower 
orders than any other; every ſpeech that was ſeditious, every 
publication that was -ſeditious, was diſſeminated among men 
who were the molt likely to be led by their paſſions, in hopes 
finally of introducing anarchy and confuſion in the country; 
for this purpoſe their Lordſhips would find that they had car- 
ried on correſpondences in various parts of the kingdom, in 
almoſt every conſiderable manufacturing town, where ſimilar 


reſolutions had been entered into; in ſhort, they had proceeded 


with 
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with fanatical enthuſiaſm in the cauſe of wickedneſs; they 
had at laſt determined to call what they termed a Britiſh Con- 
vention; in October 1793 they took meaſures for this pur- 
poſe, and a Convention actually met in December following, 
when it appeared they were prepared to put their meaſures and 
deſigns into a ſtate of activity; and they then proceeded to ſend 
a delegation to Edinburgh, where they met under the avowed 
title of the Britiſh Convention, and were proceeding to act 

in direct violation of all law, when ry interfered, and 
ſome of them were at this time juſtly ſuffering that puniſhment 
due to their crimes. This, it was hoped, would have had a pro- 

er effect; inſtead of which, the Societies had proceeded 
farther than ever, and, in their reſolutions, had dared to arraign 
the proceedings of the courts which had tried thoſe offenders, 
and to inſult the juſtice of their country. His Lordſhip pro- 


ceeded to read extracts from various pages of the Report, Ne 


maintained that in ſeveral parts of it open reſiſtance to th 
was recommended, and that in no part was there any thing 
evinced like a diſpoſition to apply to Parhament.—In one part 
it was ſtated, © that the law ceaſes to be an object of obedience 
whenever it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion.” Then 
was ſtated, as an inſtance of this oppreſſion, the trials and pu- 
niſhment of the members of the Convention at Edinburgh, 
together with high panegyrics on the virtues of theſe indi- 
viduals ;—couple this with the ſentence “ We ſee with re- 
gret, but we ſee without fear, that the period is faſt approach- 
ing when the liberties of Britons muſt depend, not upon 
reaſon, to which they have long appealed, nor on their powers 
of expreſſing it, but on their firm and undaunted reſolution to 
oppole tyranny by the ſame means by which it is exercifed—" 
he would aſk any honeſt man to lay his hand upon his heart, 
and ſay whether he did not really believe that the true ſpirit of 
this ſentiment was to inculcate the doctrine of diſobedience 
to the exiſting laws, and to repel by force every attempt to 
. enforce ſuch laws. His Lordſhip in his progreſs of animad- 
verſion upon the Report, read the minutes, of the meeting of 
the London Correſponding Society, at the Globe Tavern, on 
the 20th of January 1794, which he cenſured as a piece of 
extravagant licentiouſneſs, declaring that he would not offend 
their Lordſhips by reading the whole of it. Their next ſtep 
was to animadvert on Parliament, and to overawe its conduct; 
this was alſo expreſſed in a ſtrain too indecent for their Lord- 
ſhips to hear repeated; and then they complained of the due 
adminiſtration of juſtice in Scotland and in Ireland. —It was 
ſtated—* If we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged 
| privilege of the people, to meet @r the ſupport and — 
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of their rights and liberties, is attempted, by terrors, to be taken 
away by a late infamous Act of Parliament.“ —In Scotland 
« The wicked hand of power has been impudently exerted, 
without even the wretched formality of an Act of Parlia- 
ment.” Here it was held out in one caſe, that an Act of Par- 
liament was an infamous Act, and in the other, that an Act of 
Parliament, if theſe Societies ſhould diſapprove of it, was to 
be conſidered as a wretched formality ; both tending to one 
oint, namely, that the authority of either was to be reſiſted 
open force:—It was ſtated indeed that they looked for a tis 
Parliamentary Reform by legal means; but was any man ſimple * 
enough to believe that ſuch was their object? on the contrary, HY 
was it not evident that the whole of their plan was to bring if 
Parliament into contempt in the eyes of the Public, and that 
this was meditated long ago? In all the proceedings of theſe 
Societies, they attempted. to hold forth the old thread-bare 
cloak of a Parliamentary Reform ; but this was a flimſy and 
miſerable pretext; for their real intentions, he ſaid, were diſ- 
guiſed to no man. He would aſk their Lordſhips, how did it 
appear that they meant to obtain this object? Not by a legal 
and moderate appeal to Parliament by petition, not by any 
mode preſcribed by the conſtitution, but by illegally aſſembling 
and declaring, in a room in a tavern, that if a Reform were 
denied to them by Parliament, they would have it, or riſque 
their lives. They not only thus manifeſted their trea- 
ſonable intentions, but pronounced Parliament an Aſſembly of 
traitors and thieves. They deſpiſed the three branches of the 
Legiſlature, and announced their deſire of appealing to the 
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Fy people. He charged the authors of theſe proceedings there- 1 
10 fore with nothing leſs than an intention to introduce into bl 
: this country the anarchy of France, and he hefitated not to 1 A 
t, pronounce, that their deſigns were not only criminal, but trea- 1 
. ſonable. Their object was not a Parliamentary Reform, but 


the deſtruction of our monarchy; the deſtruction of that 
to Houſe, and the deſtruction of the Houſe of Commons; the 
ſubverſion of all law, order, rank, diſtinction, property with 
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of nothing leſs than this did he charge the authors of theſe pro- 1 
15 ceedings; and he would ſay again they were treaſonable prac- 0 
of tices. To maintain this aſſertion, he need only to advert to . 
nd ſome paſſages, in which they ſtated, in the moſt inflamed and _ 7 | 
ep treaſonable terms, their views. It was aſked, By what means Wn 
R; ſhall we ſeek redreſs? “ We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of 1 
d- civilized ſociety, are bound to ſeek redreſs of grievances from 1 
ue the laws, as lopg as any redreſs can be obtained by the laws; 
by (then followed a text from Scripture, which he would not pro- 
= phane, and hurt the ears of their Lordſhips by repeating,) o_ 

, 5 the 
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the ion was, © we muſt have redreſs from our own [awvs, 
88 the laws of our plunderers, enemies, and oppreſ- 
fors :? Here the people were told again, that all obligation to 
the laws ceaſed, for the Houſes of Parliament were filled with 
their plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors. — They then * 
ceeded to create themſelves into a Convention to ſet Parlia- 
ment aſide altogether. Theſe were treaſonable acts, and 


. TY E 
ir Lordſhips were no more to believe the profeſſions o 
theſe ot that they only wiſhed for a Parliamentary Reform, 


by legal means, than the defence of a murderer was 
to be admitted in a court of juſtice, if he ſaid his intentions 
were good, and afferted that he would act in a legal and con- 
ſtitutional manner. Such a defence would be a mockery, 


and only ſerve to excite ſentiments of indignation in the 


of a judge or a jury. Such an excuſe was abſurd, 
12 _ 2s of theſe bocieties evidently ſhewed, that 
they meditated an intention of carrying into effect tumult, 
anarchy, and rebellion. His Lordſhip next took notice of a cir- 
cular letter ſent to the different Societies, from thoſe formed in 
the metropolis, requeſting an immediate anſwer, with the 
names of thoſe whom they might pleaſe to delegate to meet in 
a National Convention, with a return alſo of t eir numbers, if 
it could be aſcertained. After reprobating this proceeding in 
very ſtrong terms, he next called their attention to the reſolu- 
tions entered into at a meeting held at Chalk Farm, on which 
he pointedly animadverted, and obſerved, that a little before 
that meeting was held, an opinion had been given in another 
place, in which he concurred entirely, namely, that if the law 
was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs all theſe proceedings, it ought to 
be altered and ſtrengthened, as it muſt be allowed that many 
of theſe proceedings were had in contempt of the exiſting 
laws of the country. He declared, that he had no doubt what- 
ever of theſe being treaſonable practices. He would not, he 
ſaid, diſguſt their Lordſhips, by reading the whole of the reſo- 
lutions entered into at Chalk Farm, as they had heard them 
read by the Clerk at the table, which ſhewed the violence and 
intention of this Society. From theſe it was manifeſt, that 
they, in the moſt undiſguiſed manner, had exhorted the people 
to arm; and that the occaſion of their aſſembling, and the 
cauſe for which they met, was not to be decided by Parlia- 
ment, but by that illegal meeting. This, he contended, was 
calling on the People to riſe in arms againſt Parliament ; it 
was endeavouring to alienate them from their allegiance ; it 
was an avowal of treaſonable purpoſes, as exhorting the people 
to reſiſt the laws. From a view of all theſe facts, and from 


this view of their proccedings, he was convinced, that __ 
| | exiſte 
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exiſted a treaſonable conſpiracy, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſu-, 


perſeding Parliament, annihilating the Legiſlature, and intro- 


ducing guilt, anarchy, and confuſion into the kingdom. This 


was the concluſion drawn by their Lordſhips* reſpectable 
Committee; it was the concluſion which he himſelf drew 


From the circumſtances ; and, if it was concluſive in the minds 
of their Lordſhips, they would proceed with diſpatch in adopt- 


ing ſuch meaſures as would put a ſtop to the ſpreading evil. 
In ſome of the Societies, he remarked, that propoſals had been 
made for providing arms for the members; and if any thing 
was wanting to carry complete conviction to the minds of the 
moſt incredulous perſons, of their evil and treaſonable inten- 


tions, the circumſtance of their arming their friends muſt be 


ſufficient. When this fact was eſtabliſhed, that they armed to 
effectuate by force, if poſſible, what they could not otherwiſe 
accompliſh (for his Lordſhip could not have a doubt of the 
iſſue of ſuch a trial), it would ſurely be admitted to be a neceſ- 
fary caution to ſtrengthen the Executive Government, and 
enable it to ſuppreſs this growing miſchief, and prevent a far- 
ther progreſs of an evil, which might otherwiſe be ultimately 
productive of a civil war. | ih 

It had, he knew, been intimated, that the meaſure which he 
had to propoſe to their Lordſhips, was ſtrong and harſh ; the 
neceſſity of the caſe, however, required that it ſhould be car- 


ried into execution. If it were argued, that there was incon- 
| gruity in adopting a meaſure that would attach to the whole, 


becauſe a part was criminal, he would argue, without meaning 
any perſonal compliment to thoſe with whom he aCted, that 
their Lordſhips might repoſe with ſafety in the clemency, and 
the exerciſe of any power veſted in the Executive Government, 
That there was, and had for ſome time exiſted, a conſpiracy of 
a treaſonable nature, there could nor be the ſmalleſt doubt, 
He was aware that it had been ſaid, that thoſe individuals who 
could alone be charged with criminal intentions were inſigni- 
ficant in number, in talents, and in character; but in his opi- 


nion it was of little weight to ſay that a conſpiracy was com- 
poſed of a few mean and obſcure individuals; men who had 


nothing to riſk, being bankrupts in fortune as well as charac- 
ter; for he would be bold to ſay, that if all conſpiracies no- 


ticed in hiſtory were ſearched into, they would be found to 


conſiſt of ſuch a deſcription of perſons, whom no one would 
individually truſt, in whom ſcarce any one had individually any 
confidence. If we looked at the hiſtory of the world, from 
the earlieſt times, we ſhould find that the overthrow of all go- 
vernments had been occaſioned, in the firſt inſtance, by ob- 


ſcure individuals, We ſhould find that Oliver Cromwell was 
Vol. IV. N e looked 


. 
LE als an er n IC 2 . — n . - - 
— 8 * 1 8 , © IS T&D — A N * * 
EI : 
S — 
- ei —.— „ 


E 


2 — 
r J 2 
e 
1 — 2 A © Sogn 53<, #9 


4 


- + ge 
F ne 
9 8 * N. n FER"? 2 


= 
oe 
2 * 


rr r 
— 


| WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Ion o. 


90 


looked on in the Houſe of Commons as a man of little conſi- | 


deration, that he was almoſt deſpiſed at firſt, and not thought 
to be capable of ſuch great deſigns as he afterwards proved 
himſelf able to accompliſh . The very revolution of France, 
that had been the on of ſuch mighty miſchief to all Europe, 
was brought about by a few ; he underſtood from the beſt au- 
thority, that of Dumourier (who well knew the private ſprings 
of action that effected the revolution in France), that, juſt 
previous to its happening, there was not one in ten, nay that 
there were not 200 perſons in all France who withed for it; 
znd Robefpierre himſelf was regarded for a time as a mad- 
man in the National Convention. It was want of early cau- 
tion and vigorous meaſures in the Executive Government that 
enabled theſe deſperate characters to ſucceed ; we ſhould 
regard the fate of the Monarchy of France as a ſerious leſſon. 
Having dwelt on this and other topics for a conſiderable time 
with uncommon force of argument, Lord Grenville ſaid, for 
the reaſons he had ſtated, he truſted their Lordſhips wouid 
' concur with him in opinion, that the obſcurity of the individu- 


als was no ſecurity againſt their being able to introduce a ſcene 


o. horror and confuſion, which, though it would doubtleſs be 
eaſily ſubdued, had much better be prevented. He therefore 
concluded with moving, * That the Bill for empowering his 
& Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch perſons as he may ſuſpect 
eto be conſpiring againſt his perſon and government, be now 
« read a firſt time,” It was read, His Lordſhip then moved, 
“ That this Bill be now read a ſecond time.“ | 

Earl Stanhope ſaid, that, differing from the Secretary of 
State in all his conclufions, he muſt oppoſe the meaſure ; he 
conſidered the B Il as neither more nor leſs than the eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſuch a ſyſtem as that which had exiſted in France 
before the Revolution; a ſyſtem: for erecting a Baſtile in this 
country, and for eſtabliſhing Lettres de Cachet, by which any 
man in the kingdom might be impriſoned for any length of 
time, at the will of miniſters, without proof, without reaſon, 
and even without trial, and after all, without redreſs of any 
kind for ſuch impriſonment. He ſhould have expected that 
when ſuch a propoſition was only mentioned in a Britiſh 
Houſe of Parliament, it would have inſtantly excited general 
abhorrence, There was no ſituation in = ſuch a meaſure 
as the preſent ought, in his opinion, to have been attempted, 
much leſs in which it could be juſtified, to the extent to which 
it was propoſed to be. carried. The Report which had been 
preſented by the Committee, did not by any means ſtate ſut- 
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ficient grounds on which ſo ſtrong a meaſure as the preſent 


could be founded. He aſſured their Lordſhips he ſhould en- 


deavour to argue that queſtion fairly, calmly, and diſpaſſion- 
ately, He had attended to the Secretary of State as cloſely 
and as well as he was able, and he hoped their Lordſhips would 
attend to him, for he heſitated not to declare, that, before he 
proceeded to the minuteneſs of inveſtigation, before he entered 
into detail, he required only a few minutes of attention, with- 
out prejudice or prepoſſeſſion, and he truſted he ſhould be able 


| to do away all the grounds laid down in ſupport of this mea- 
ſure, as eaſily as he could diſperſe duſt and feathers, or ſtraws 
| and trifles; their Lordſhips would permit him therefore to 


ſtate what the charge was againſt the members of theſe Soci- 


| eties, and what had been done by them to ground that charge. 
A Convention—a Congreſs—a Meeting—Afembly, or give 


it what name they pleaſed, the name was nothing, the object 
every thing. A Convention had been agreed upon by theſe 
Societies. Two conſiderations preſented themſelves to view 
upon this point—the objeCt of the parties, and the means by 
which that object was to be attained. —If either of theſe were 
legal, no honeſt man would be diſpoſed to cavil about the 
name. He would conſider the charge firſt, and then he would 
take the anſwer to it. The charge was, that the members of 
theſe Societies avowed their intention not to apply to Parlia- 
ment for a Reform; but that they intended to ſuperſede the 
Houſe of Commons, and to take upon themſelves the power 
and function of legiſlation. There appeared to him to be a 
miſerable deficiency of logic in that concluſion; for it was 


certainly poſſible (he did not ſay it was adviſable) for a body 
of men to form a reſolution for obtaining a Parliamentary Re- 
form, and that legally, 
| He ſhould again lay . did not think it adviſable, becauſe the 
parties were not likely to attain their object; but they cer- 


without any application to Parliament. 


tainly meant to do ſo legally, as the words“ legal and conſti- 
tutional means” occurred repeatedly in every one of the papers 
of the Societies ſtated in the Report. He ſpoke the more 
freely upon this point, as he never had belonged to any of theſe 
Societies, and he did not approve of the meeting of a Conven- 
tion, ſuch as theſe Societies propoſed; becauſe, however legal 
their conduct might be, it was not likely to be effectual: It 
had been tried already, and had failed, and was likely to fail 
again. It had been tried in the year 1780 and 1781, and the 
object was not obtained. The probability or the improbability 
of ſucceſs had however nothing to do with the legality of the 
plan. To ſhew the ſucceſs of a plan for bringing about a Par- 
liamentary Reform, without applying to Parliament, he would' 
; | N 2 | put 
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put a caſe which might eaſily happen. Suppoſe; for inſtance 
that all thoſe who at preſent poſſeſſed the right of election 
ſhould determine not to vote at a future election for any per- 
ſon who would not engage and pledge himſelf to agree to a 
given plan for a Parliamentary Reform; and ſuppoſe all thoſe 
who were ſo elected ſhould be faithful to their ent: 
here would be at once a plan for a Parliamentary Reform car- 
ried into effect, without any application to Parliament, and yet 
it would be perfectly legal. It was ſaid that "theſe papers had 
extravagant ideas of Reform“ Annual Parliaments and Uni- 
verſal Suffrage ;”—ſuch ideas were not peculiar to theſe per- 
Tons. He could ſhew to their Lordſhips that there was a per- 
Ton of the name of Richmond, who had held preciſely the 
Tame opinion, had delivered that opinion in Parliament, and 
had agitated it without doors, If therefore the Houſe would 
allow this Richmond to entertain theſe ideas with impunity, 
they muſt at leaſt tolerate the members of theſe Societies in 
following the example. The Secretary of State ſaid, that 
theſe Societies had expreſſed diſapprobation of the Parliament 
of Ircland ; he would ſhew them that the ſame ſort of intem- 
perate expreſſions had been made uſe of with reſpect to the 
arliament of England. Let their Lordſhips recollect a Con- 
greſs, a Meeting, or a Committee, in t'»2 county of Kent, in the 
ear 1780; with many great and reſpectable names in it, ſome 
e of that Houſe, and ſome that were not ſo; the late 
Earl of Camden, the Earl of Jerſey, the Earl of Radnor, and 
among the reſt the Right Han. Tommy Townſhend. | 
Lord Sydney denied that he had ever belonged to a Congreſs 
or a Convention cither in the county of Kent or elſewhere. 
With regard to the name the Noble Earl had choſen to call 
him by, he ſhould never be aſhamed of it. | 3h 
Earl Stanhope proceeded. He ſaid he never aſſerted that his 
Lordſhip was a Member of a Convention ; he ſpoke only of a 
Kentiſh Committee, which he could prove that Noble Lord 
attended. At this meeting were preſent a brother of the Noble 
Secretary of State, Colonel Fitzpatrick, Mr. Fox, Mr. Forteſ- 
cue, and many other high and diſtinguiſhed characters. They 
afterwards met in London and in Weſtminſter, and they ſtated 
ſcveral points for a Reform in Parliament; and the meeting 
entered into ſeveral ſpirited reſolutions, and did not ſpeak of 
Parliament in very ſoft or delicate expreſſions. A Congreſs, 
for ſo he believed it had been called, met in London, and met 
where ? Not in an obſcure place, but in a place of the molt 
public kind, the Common Council Chamber of the Guildhall 
of the City; to which aſſembly Aldermen Wilkes and Saw- 
bridge were ſent as delegates on behalf of the City. A meet- 
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ing was alſo held at the Thatched Houſe Tavern, at which 
ſome Lords that he then ſaw were preſent. At that meeting 


alſo reſolutions were entered into. He did not ſay that all the 


individuals aſſembled agreed to theſe reſolutions, but the Soci- 
ety agreed to them; and no queſtion was ever ſtarted upon 
the legality of the meeting, or of its meaſures. He next took 
notice of the quintuple alliance; which had agreed to call a 
Convention, preciſely as theſe Societies had done. Another 
meeting, upon the ſubject of Reform, had been held in Scot- 
land; and by the expreſs recommendation of the Lord Advc- 
cate, it was called a Convention. 'This he only mentioned 
to prove that there was nothing illegal in the word Conven- 
tion, Their Lordſhips fo well knew what the conduct of Mr. 
Pitt had been upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, that 


it was unneceſſary for him to enter into a diſcuſhon reſpecting 


it. He would therefore next call the attention of the Houſe 


to the great names that had ſupported the "oy doctrines 


avowed by theſe Societies, Mr. Pitt, Sir George Saville, and 
other characters of weight and conſideration in the coun- 
try. He begged their Lordſhips in particular to attend to the 
declaration of Sir George Saville, a character whom every one 
who knew eſteemed. That great and good man had in his 
letter to his conſtituents, publiſned much ſeverer words on the 


Parliament, than theſe Söcieties had done by any of their reſo- 


lutions, and inſtead of being blamed, he was revered for it. 
His Lordſhip read an extract from Sir George Saville's letter. I 
e alſo took notice of the Duke of Richmond's letter to Co- 
lonel Sharman, in which his Grace expreſſes his concern that 
Mr. Pitt's motion had not made one proſelyte, and declares 
that he has no hopes of any reform from Parliament, but that 
the people muſt do every thing for themſelves. In point of 
Juſtice, therefore, if any of the members of theſe Societies 
were to be ſent to priſon for diſreſpectful expreſſions to Par- 
liament, they muſt fend with them, for tie fame offence, Citi- 
zen Richmond. As inſtances of the freedom that had with 
impunity been taken with the character of Parliament, he 
quoted the letter of the Right Hon. Edmund Burke to the inho- 
bitants of Briſtol, and that to Sir Hercules Langriſhe in 1797, 
on the ſubject of the excluſion of the Iriſh Catholics from the 
elective franchiſe, and commented at ſome length on both, 
contending, that he had afforded irrefragable proof that ſuch 
eneetings were not illegal; but he ſaid, he would add one ar- 
gument, which muſt be deemed incontrovertible. Before the 
paſſing of the Convention Bill in Ireland, the law with reſpedk 
to public aſſemblies of the people was the fame in that coun- 
try as in England, In order, therefore, to alter it, a ay 
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been paſſed to declare ſuch aſſemblies illegal, which was a 
clear confeſſion, that that which after the paſſing of the Bill 
was illegal, was ſtrictly legal before the paſſing of the Bill. 
He ridiculed the idea of a conſpiracy being meditated, and car 
ried on by meetings, of which every tranſaction had been 
printed in the public newſpapers, many of them two years 
ago; and maintained that if what was ſtated in the Report was 
illegal, Government ought to have proſecuted them long ſince; 
not to have done which was not only a groſs neglect of duty, 
but amounted in his mind to miſpriſion of treaſon. One part 
of the charge againſt theſe Societies was, that they had circu- 
Jated a cheap edition of the Rights of Man. Upon that point 
he could ſtate a fact, which their Lordthips ought to know, 
although the Secretary of State, he believed, did not know it 
himſelf, but it was extremely material : The Attorney Gene- 
ral of that day, Sir Archibald M*Donald, had indicted Mr. 
Paine, the author of the Rights of Man, for a libel; and that 
book had been declared by a jury a libel on the conſtitution of 
this country. In all the cheap editions of this book, circulated 
by order of thoſe Societies, the parts ſelected by the Attorney- 
General were omitted ; the inference therefore was, that the 
book in that ſtate was a legal publication, for their Lordſhips 
would not preſume that the Attorney-General had ſo much 
neglected his duty as to paſs any part of a public libel by, with- 
out inſerting it in the indictment. His Lordſhip ſaid, the 
addreſs to the Jacobins and Convention, which the Report of 
the orher Houſe curiouſly ſtates ro have been made on the eve 
of a commencement of a war, was legal in his opinion, as long 
as the war was not begun. The aniwer, which the Conven- 
tion returned to that addreſs, was as curiouſly ſtated as a crime, 
without its being known whether the anſwer was approved. or 
even read. This was a courſe of ſtrange and violent preſump- 
. tion, at which the human mind revolted, and which could 
ſcarcely be repeated with gravity. The Report too was as 
defective in fact, as it was in candour. A charge had been 
made againſt one of theſe Societies for having admitted Bar- 
rere and Roland honorary members; there was nothing on 
the face of it illegal, for the ſpreches of theſe perſons were 
not ſtated in the Report, and their Lordſhips had no 
evidence of their unconſtitutional tendency ;z beſides, the 
Secretary of State miſtook the ſituation of Roland; he 
was not a Member of the Convention—it was impoſſible he 
ſhould be ſo, for he was a miniſter, and placemen did not fit 
an Parliament in France as they did here. If, therefore, any 
complaint was to be exhibited againſt the members of theſe 
Societies, for adopting of any part, or applauding theſe 
| ſpeeches 


May 22 


ſpeech 


The 8 
| ſpeech 


Report 
extrem 
eviden 
thoſe t 
able pa 


rules o 


quoted 


Houſe 
gardiec 
the wh 
to the 
an innc 
reſolut 
ot refor 


moted 
| thod o 


arms, | 
firſt ch. 
« The 
at preſe 
ſuitable 
by law. 
Report 
been ci 
ceived ; 
all, had 
London 
other a 


| quoted 


armin g 
ſtance « 
ſtructio 


comple! 


| 400,000 


fear fro 
propoſe 
tees, hi 


| _unwarr: 


be com 


Quixote 


tion fox 
unjuſt 4 


| ſhould b 


Mar 22.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 93 


ſpeeches, we ſhould have evidence of the ſpeeches themſelves. 
The Secretary of State had hinted at ſome parts of theſs 
ſpeeches ; but not a word was ſaid of their contents in the 
Report. Beſides, he maintained, that the Report itſelf was 
extremely unfair, and made up entirely againſt all the rules of 
evidence; parts of the correſpondence of the Societies, and 
thoſe the moſt unfavourable, were ſelected, and the favour- 
able parts omitted; whereas in point of juſtice, and by the 
rules of law, the whole of the books of the Society ſhould be 


| quoted in the Report, and ſet forth at full length, that the 
Houſe might not be called upon to judge from mutilated, 


garbied, and derached paſſages, but fairly and equitably from 
the whole context: And, for aught their Lordſhips could know 
to the contrary, the whole taken together might not only be 
an innocent, but alſo a meritorious work. In one part of the 


reſolutions of theſe Societies they ſtated, * that the friends 
| of reform are the friends of peace; their principles can be pro- 
| moted only by peaceable means; they know of no other me- 


thod of obtaining the object they deſire.” On the ſubject of 
arms, his Lordſhip quoted the authority of Blackſtone, in the 
firſt chapter of the firſt book of his Commentaries, as ſollows: 
“The fifth and laſt auxiliary right of the e that J ſhall 


at preſent mention, is that of having arms for their defence, 


| ſuitable to their condition and degree, and ſuch as are allowed 


by law.” In order to give ſome colour to the ſuggeſtion in the- 
Report, that arms were preparing of a new kind, a ſtory had 
been circulated the preceding day of an innkeeper having re- 
ceived 4000 ſtand of arms, which had been ſeized, and, after 
all, had been proved to have been ſent from Birmingham to 
London for the uſe of Government. He deſired to know what 
other arms had been traced or diſcovered? The Earl alſo 
quoted the opinion of Lord Hawkeſbury, on the propriety of 


arming the people, who had ſaid that there never was an in- 


ſtance of an armed people uſing their power to their own de- 
ſtruction; in which opinion, his Lordſhip ſaid, he coincided 
completely, for he wiſhed that inſtead of 30, ooo, we had 
400,000 militia; were that the caſe there would be nothing tg 
fear from internal commotions. The whole of the meaſure 
propoſed. to be grounded on the Report of the two Commit- 
tees, his Lordſhip ſaid, appeared to him to be unwiſe and 
unwarrantable; and the fear pretended to be felt on it was to 
be compared to nothing ſo aptly as the windmill of Don 
Quixote, Suppoſing, however, that there was any founda- 
tion for fearing the machinations of a few individuals, how 
unjuſt was it that the freedom of all the people of England 
ſhould be thrown at the feet of the miniſter, and readered de- 
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ndent on his will, on account of the miſbehaviour of 2 
mall number. The Earl concluded with deſiring their Lord- 
ſhips for a moment to reflect on the poſſible effect of all this. 
Suppoſe a ſtream of water that had often fertilized a beautiful 
plain had broken its mounds, and for a time had done ſome 
trifling injury to the ſoil—miſerably unwife would that huſ- 
bandman be, who, for no other reaſon, endeavoufed to choak 
up the current, and ſtop the river altogether. Was it not no- 
torious that ſuch an effort would be fruitleſs ? The career of 


, but, Hke the prudent huſbandman, they might with 
its channel into its proper courſe, and ſet all to 
rights againz-by widening its banks, and digging its bed 
deeper. The ſame argument will apply in the preſent in- 
ſtance : © Do juſtice,” ſaid he, © produce meaſures. of mild 
and temperate reform, and give the people peace; by that 
means, my Lords, you may be able to guide their reaſoning, 
and keep it ſafely within its due limits.“ | | 
Earl Spencer ſaid, he felt himſelf called upon by an alluſion 
which the Noble Earl had made, to a mecting held in the 
year 1780. He denied the conduct imputed to him at that 
meeting: He had been preſent it was true, and approved of 
the general purpoſe of the meeting; but if the Noble Earl had 
examined any proper account of what paſſed, he would find 
that he did not go to the full extent that other perſons preſent 
had wiſhed to do; that he differed from ſeveral of the reſo- 
Jutions entered into, and gave his reaſons at the time why he 
fo differed, But that fact out of the queſtion, his Lordſhip 
faid, one thing ſtruck him in examining the Report, viz. that 
in the language of the letter from the Correfponding Societies 
to that denominated the Friends of the People, to whichm any 
molt reſpectable characters belonged, the word Convention was 
not uſed. This he conceived to be a mere blind, to cover and 
maſk their concealed object; and, in like manner, they ufed 
the terms © legal and conſtitutional,” only, in his judgment, 
the better to varniſh over their defigns. The meaſure pro- 
poſed was undoubtedly a ſtrong one, but it was not ftronger 
than the occaſion and the ſituation of the country called for: 
He conceived it to be abſolutely neceſſary, and he gave mi- 
niſters his hearty thanks for having brought it forward. If 
the meaſure wanted juſtification, he would conclude with 
giving it in the werds of Blackſtone as nearly as he e Ie 
D | Colle 
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collect them, via. That it was well worth while to ſur⸗ 
render a part of their liberties for a time, in order to ſecure 
the whole for ever.“ The ſentiments and the proceedings of 
that meeting were very different indeed from what ſeemed to 
actuate thoſe more recent Societies to which the preſent Bill 
applied. | | | | 
1 Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſpoke ſhortly on the ſame ſide, 
and vindicated the meaſure as becoming the wiſdom of Admi- 
niftration, and fit for the occaſion. 48 | 
Lord Boringdon ſaid, when the meetings that had been al- 
luded to were held, and in agitation, he had taken no part on 
the occaſion; neither being a Member of the Legillature at 
the time, nor indeed in the country. But he could not think 
of giving a ſilent vote on the preſent queſtion z and perhaps a 
more momentous one never was a tated within the walls of 
that Houſe. He was ſurpriſed there could be any difference 
of opinion on the Report; that difference of opinion could 
only ariſe on two grounds; either that the facts in that Re- 
port were not fairly ſtated, or, if fairly ſtated, that the lan- 
guage in which they were conveyed did not bear the ſame 
ſſignification in one Noble Lord's mind that they did in the 
mind of another. The exiſtence of a moſt dangerous conſpi- 
racy againſt the government of this country was evident, un- 
leſs it could be ſuppoſed, that the Committee had abuſed the 
confidence repoſed in them; or that the ſame words in the 
Engliſh language were capable of different ſignifications. He 
entertained a very high opinion, individually and collectively, 
of thoſe Members who had compoſed the two Committees to 
hom thoſe papers had been referred; and as ſuch, he could 
not ſuppoſe that they could or would miſtake facts: And as to 
the language, he thought it was ſo plain, that it could not 
admit of two interpretations: Under theſe circumſtances, he 
vas diſpoſed to reſt his confidence on both; and he thought 
the neceſſity ſuch, as to call for the interference of the Legiſ- 
lature. He approved of the meaſure, becauſe, though a 
ſtrong one, he was convinced that the neceſſity of the caſe 
alled for a ſtrong meaſure. When he ſaw many of the moſt 
reſpectable characters in the kingdom, who had long oppoſed 
the preſent Government, go over to the aid of miniſters, then 
It was that he perceived the ſeeds of all the miſchief that-had 
Ince happened, and ſaw it was high time that an effeCtual 
heck ſhould be put to the progreſs of ſuch deſtructive pro- 
eedings. By declaring himſelf an alarmiſt, he meant not 
hat he felt any idle, weak, or unmanly alarms, and was as 
uch for the rights, the fair, pure; equitable rights of man, as 
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became his duty to join in ſtrengthening the hands of Govern. 


ment, when he thought any attack was attempted to be made 
upon the conſtitution of the country. He conſidered the 


' preſent meaſure as a wiſe one, and as a meaſure likely to 
prove efficient. He ſhould, therefore, give his ſanction and 
aſſent to the Bill. res ; 
Lord Thurlow ſaid, that before he entered into the queſtion, 
it was proper to notice the manner in which the Bill had come 
into that Houſe. He conſidered it firſt as founded upon the 
King's Meſſage; and next on the proceedings which had ſince 
taken place upon it in the other Houſe of Parliament, and been 
tranſmitted from thence to their Lordſhips, upon which their 
own Committee had reported. Having thus been enabled to 
ground their judgments on the ſubject matter ſubmitted to 
their conſideration, it became the duty of both Houſes to pro- 
. ceed in the buſineſs as they might ſee cauſe. In his opinion 
the Lords had acted in the wiſeſt way, by taking it up as a 
foundation of a general meaſure in the manner they had done; 
but he could not help ſaying, that the debate upon the Re. 
port of the Houſe of Commons, at leaſt a great part of it, ii 
many inſtances, that night, had gone rather wide of the mark 
The only communication before them, was the Report of 
their own Committee, and the Bill which was founded upon 
that Report. The general principle upon which he conceive! 
the Bill to be founded, was neceſſity; and when. once that 
neceſſity was eſtabliſhed, there was nothing ſo ſtrong in the 
meaſure as ought to create an objeCtion to it. Obedience to 
the laws, he affirmed to be a ducy, which every Legillature 
was bound to enforce, and if it was clear that the proceedings 
which made the Bill neceſſary, tended to produce that anarchy 
in this country which had prevailed in France (and it mult be 
allowed, that anarchy was the moſt cruel of all tyranny), then 
it was neceſſary to adopt this meaſure, which, though it for: 
time ſeemed to infringe upon the principles of the confi 
tution, only took away juſt as much as ſecured the reſt, hic 
certainly was a wile and commendable policy, and under cet 
tain circumſtances abſolutely neceſſary. He reprobated the 
practice of introducing names of perſons, or even alluſions 
to thoſe who were under trial; it was unfair, unjuſt, and ui 
known in the practice of the Engliſh Legiſlature; they ougit 
not to be prejudged or pronounced guilty beforehand. Fron 
what he had ſeen of the Report, it contained many facts that 
amounted to heinous and aggravated ſedition, but he 2 
Sd | ES think 


[Long, 


peared to him to be protection from the laws under which x 
man lived, and being no friend to the modern ſyſtem of France, 
or the introduction of innovating, metaphyſical principles, i 


Ma v 22. 
think t! 
facts ar 
proved 

evidence 
but he t 
head, n. 
before t 
tody, wl 
his Lord 
ſentimer 
Parliame 
conſider: 
the Parl. 
not to bt 


ment, w 


produce 
formers 

whom h 
| who will 
from wi 
ground f 
goes; by 
nion. 7 
of the B 
power to 
tanning fi 
this, nam 


certain ti 


of Govei 
Corpus A 
not, but 
called it, 
ſhips wot 
Bill had 
Bill was 
would re 
Act, mu 
tionate « 
hiſtory, 
of Parlia 
he ſaid, 


Jear 470. 
party. 4 
brought 
place, or 


ey were 


Fd 


"0: ar 22.)  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 99 


ch z think that they amounted to any higher crime. If ſufficient _ 
ice, facts and inferences of their ſubſequent conduct could be 


85 I proved upon thoſe who had acted . ſo ſeditiouſly, undoubtedly 
(5918 evidence of that ſort might carry their offences up to treaſon, 
nade WW but he thought it proper to decline going any farther upon that 
the WW head, not only becauſe there could not be any ſuch evidence 
ly to before the Houſe, but as there were certain perſons in cuſ- 


and tody, who had been committed for treaſon. Much alluſion, 


c his Lordſhip obſerved, had been made to former opinions and 


tion, MW ſentiments entertained by different perſons on the ſubjeCt of 


ome Parliamentary Reform. The conduct of thoſe perſons he 
the conſidered to be highly reprehenſible; they had calumniated 
ſince the Parliament, becauſe a fanciful ſyſtem of theirs happened 


been not to be adopted, and they therefore deſerved condign puniſh» + 
their ment, which puniſhment, if it had been inflifted, might have 


d to i produced the good effect of curbing the violence of thoſe Re- 
ed to formers who had come after them. But though they, to 
pro- whom he alluded, had eſcaped, that was no excuſe for others 
nion who wiſhed to carry their ſchemes farther. He repeated, that 
as 1 from what he had ſeen of the Report, he thought there was 
one; ¶ ground for puniſhment, as far as puniſhment for miſdemeanour 
Re. goes; but he begged leave to decline giving any further opi- 
it, in nion. A groſs miſtake ſeemed to exiſt reſpecting the extent 
nark of the Bill then propoſed, which in fact gave no, additional 


rt of WF power to the Executive Government, as to confining and de- 
upon tasung ſuſpeAed perſons, which they had not before, except 


iel this, namely, that they could be ſo ſecured and detained for a 
that certain time, without being brought to trial but at the inſtance 
1 the of Government: It had been called a ſaſpenſion of the Habeas 


ce u Corpus Act; how that term got into vulgar language, he knew 


tur not, but he was not diſpoled to quarrel with thoſe, who ſo 
ings, called it, as upon a reference to their own Journals, their Lord- 
chr ſhips would find that it was, on every occaſion when ſuch a 
t be Bill had been agitated, ſo deſcribed in the margin. If the 
then Bill was paſſed the next day, the Habeas Corpus Act ſtill 
for would remain in full force, and magiſtrates acting under this 
ft. Act, muſt conſider that to be the caſe, and act with propor- 
ich tionate caution.—He recurred to the different periods in 
cer. hiſtory, when this ſort of Act had been moſt the ſubject 
tte of Parliamentary diſcuſſion. In Charles the Second's time, 
he ſaid, it had been in diſuſe, and was renewed in the 
year 4704, but it had been generally too much tainted with 
party. A Bill of this ſort had been at different times 
brought forward, in caſes where an actual inſurrection took 
place, or where conſpiracies were ſtrongly ſuſpected, although 
they were of ſo hidden a nature that they could not be im- 
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mediately traced ; and in the laſt caſe it became prudent and 
neceſſary to ſecure and detain perſons ſuſpected, till ſuch con- 
ſpiracy could be traced. As, to. the crimes charged in the 
Report, certainly many perſons might be committed under 
this Act, but he thought molt of them could be brought be- 
fore the common courts, whether this act paſſed or not, 
With regard to the manner in which any additional diſcre. 
tionary power put into the hands of miniſters might be uſed, 
he mult ſay, that he ſhould not bave the leaſt heſitation in 
riſking his own individual liberty, his property, and his life, 
in the diſcretion of the Noble Secretary of State, and be- 
lieved he could no where be ſafer. This matter of opinion 
however was not a fair argument when any extraordinary 
power was to he given to the Executive Government. In 
ſuch inſtances, nothing more ought to be truſted in the hands 


of miniſters than the urgency of the caſe abſolutely required: 


to argue that way would be to diſtinguiſh the officer from the 
office, and might put it in the power of a bad man, todo that, 
which a good man never would do if he had the power. In 
all caſes where puniſhment was merited, the beſt remedy to 
prevent ſimilar offences, was to puniſh in an exemplary man- 
ner, He mentioned a pamphlet publiſhed by Debrett which 
had that day been put into his hand, reflecting highly upon 
the Judges, and groſsly calumniating many Members of that 
Houſe; it was difgracetul and indecent, fuch as he thought 
never ought to paſs unpuniſhed. He urged the neceſſity cf 
ſupporting magiſtracy, and ſaid, that viliſying and miſrepre- 
ſenting the conduct of judges and magiſtrates entruſted with 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, and the laws of the country, 
was a crime of a very heinous nature, moſt. deſtructive in its 


conſequences. becauſe it tended to lower them in the opinion 


of thoſe who ought to feel a proper reverence and reſpect for 
their high and important ſituations; and when it was ſtated 
to the wicked and depreved, that their judges and magiſtrates 
were ignorant and corrupt, it tended to leſſen the reſpect of 
the people for the laws, weakened their efficacy, and deſtroyed 
the authority of magiſtrates, inſomuch that if a magiſtrate 
generally held to be ignorant and corrupt ſentenced a ſeditious 
perſon to condign puniſhment, all authority and reſpect for 
ſuch magiſtrate being loſt, the example of the puniſhment was 
at an end. | | 
De Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he roſe with a deſign of ſub- 
mitting to them a motion before he ſat down, which he was 
confident could not be reſiſted by any Noble Lord in that 
Houſe ;' and the effect of which would be to poſtpone for 
the preſent the further diſcuſſion of the meaſure under their 
ITO Lord- 
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Lordſhips' confideration—he meant to conclude with moving 
the queſt ion of Adjournment. Before, however, he proceed- 
ed to ſtate the particular reaſons upon which he ſhould ground 
this motion, he thought it fitting, that he ſhould take ſome- 
what of a general view of the ſubject under diſcuſſion, and 
of ſome of the arguments which had been adduced in ſup- 
port of it.— In doing this, his Lordſhip ſcouted the idea of the 
exiſtence of any real danger actually to be apprehended from 
thoſe conſpiracies with which the country was kept in alarm, 
but which he believed exiſted only in the weak heads, or in- 
ſidious deſigns, of miniſters. He had attended particularly to 
the Report, which had been made to their Lordſhips, but could 
not find out in that, or any circumſtance connected with it, 
the leaſt grounds for the very ſtrong and alarming meaſure, 
which it was intended by the propoſed Bill to introduce; an 
innovation and infringement upon the conſtitution of the 
country, unwarranted by any principle of policy, neceſſity, or 
precedent, that could be mentioned, and coming only as one 
of thoſe extraordinary and unheard-of meaſures, which the 
preſent Adminiſtration had been daily introducing as part of 
their ſettled ſyſtem for the laſt two years. It certainly, though 
the greateſt, was not the only innovation which they had lately 
brought forward; they had begun with an Alien Bill; then a 
Traiterous Correſpondence Bill; the next extraordinary mea- 
ſures heard of had been that of bringing foreign troops into 
the kingdom, and that of raiſing Voluntary Subſcriptions with- 
out the conſent of Parliament, meaſures ſufficiently novel in 
their nature to rouſe the feelings of alarm and diſtruſt in 
Britiſh boſoms; and they were to be followed up by this Bill, 
which, whatever might be the opinion of other Noble Lords, 
he would contend amounted to a ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act; the whole forming a chain of revolutionary mea- 
ſures tending to eſtabliſh in this country a new ſyſtem of re- 
volutionary government. When he thought for a moment 
upon the ſuppoſed dangers to which the Report alluded, or 
even, for argument ſake, allowing them to be as great as the 


alarm of ſome had exaggerated them to be, what danger was to 
be apprehended from the ill- conducted meaſures of a ſet of 
zealots, conſiſting of 200 at the moſt, and compared that with 
the ſtrong meaſure propoſed as a remedy, every well-wiſher to 


his country muſt agree, that the remedy was far more alarming 
than the danger poſſibly could be. Ten years ago, when 


ſchemes of reform, preciſely the ſame as thoſe avowed by the 


Societies whoſe proceedings were made the ſubject of the 
Report on the table, were propoſed, eountenanced, and en- 


couraged by the Duke of Richmond, and others of his Majeſ- | 
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ty's preſent Cabinet, no ſuch thing as a Bill to ſuſpend the 
| Habeas Cerpus Act had ever been thought of. The Noble 
Secretary of State had allowed that the conſpiracies which he 
dreaded ſo much, were only formed of the lower claſs and 
refuſe of the people; he had, however, taken care to ſtate 
alſo, the great miſchiefs that had frequently ariſen from the 
moſt obſcure individuals; and though the numbers were by all 
ſaid to be very inconſiderable, yet their power was rated very 
high, and their proceedings were to be dreaded as moſt im- 
portant, ſo much ſo, that they were to overawe and controul 
the functions of Parliament, and overturn the conſtitution 
itſelf. What was all this, his Lordſhip ſaid, but mere aſſer- 
tion? had a ſingle fact been produced that proved the truth, 
or even the probability of this being well founded ? Not one. 
Who was there that ſuppoſed that Lovet and the 200 madmen 
whom he was ſaid to have collected at Chalk Farm, and they 
certainly were madmen who could have formed ſuch abſurd 
notions of their own ſtrength and power, to carry their wild 
Tidiculous ſchemes into execution; who was there in that 
Houſe, or in the country, who could ſay that any ſerious harm 
was to be dreaded from ſuch men, or who beheved that if he 
was ſo mad as to make the attempt to collect perſons for ſuch 
purpoſes, he would have got twenty to aſſemble? The whole 
contents of the Report were what miniſters, that Houſe, and 
the country at large, had been ſully acquainted with for the 
laſt two years; and if they were proceedings of the alarming 
nature now deſcribed, miniſters were highly culpable, nay 
criminal, in allowing them to paſs ſo long unnoticed. What 
were the materials that proved this dark and hidden conſpiracy ? 
Seditious papers, that had appeared in every newſpaper in the 
country, and treaſonable writings, that had every where been 
handed about, printed, publiſhed, and circulated for the laſt 


fourteen months; nay more, ſo little miſchievous had they 


been thought, that theſe ſeditious and treaſonable proceedings, 
from which alone the conſpiracies were to be proved, had 
been publiſhed in all the newſpapers, paid the duty as adver- 
tiſements at the Stamp- office, and been for a conſiderable time 
back a ſource of revenue to the very Government which they 
were intended to overturn and deſtroy; in ſhort, upon this 
point it was clear that miniſters had long been perfectly ac- 
quainted with the whole proceedings which they now thought 
ſo dangerous, and had been nurſing the conſpiracies till it 
ſuited their own purpoſes to bring them forward, and keep up 
that ſyſtem of alarm and terror which it was ſo much their 
intereſt to do. Miniſters themſelves knew that they had 
brought the country into a deplorable dilemma, out of ow 

they 
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they could tell nothing of the period when we were likely to 
be extricated. Much praiſe and much honour were due to 
the gallant conduct of the brave, Sir Charles Grey, and his 
ſucceſsful army; but however highly they deſerved the pane- 
ic of their country, it was unfortunate to reflect, that thoſe 
meaſures only ſerved as a deluſion to encourage this country to 
go on with a ruinous war, the objects of which had been en- 
tirely changed ſince its commencement ; for what was Marti- 
nico to the projected conqueſt of France, and the forcing of a 
government upon that great country ? Or was it to be ſuppoſed 


only thing that made their meaſures fo little ſurpriſing was, 
that it was a continuance of the ſame ſyſtem, to delude, which 
they had uniformly practiſed fince ever they came into power. 
Looking at the perſons who were fayourers and ſupporters of 
the meaſures of the day, it was extremely eaſy, his Lordſhip 
_ obſerved, to account for their conduct. One deſcription of 
them conſiſted of thoſe who, meaning perhaps very honeſtly, 
and really feeling all thoſe alarms which have been fo artfully 
excited, were ready to concur in any meaſures which might 
be adopted for the purpoſe of affording them ſecurity. The 
other deſcription were thoſe who, for the purpoſes of retaining 
that power which they had gotten into their hads, found it 
neceſſary occaſionally to excite thoſe jealouſies and alarms 
which might ſerve to divert the public attention from their 
conduct, and ſo preſerve their reſpective ftuatiorz. Into this 
principle might be reſolved the ſeveral alarms wich had fol- 
lowed each other. Firſt, they began with the Proclamation 
the effect of which was hardly ſubſided, when the public 
alarm was again excited by the arming of the Militia, and the 
calling together the Parliament at fourteen days notice. This 
was followed up by this third and grand meature of depriving 
the pebple of their birth-right. If theſe Societies were crimi- 


nal, 


that the rulers in France, be they who «they might at the 1 | 
time, would put in compariſon ſuch ſucceſſes on our part with BY: 
their own heads, and relinquiſh their exertions in defence of 1 
their country? Throughout the whole duration of the war ah ; 
there had never been very flattering proſpects for this country, a 4 
and certainly the proſpects at preſent were leſs ſo than ever. Eli, 
We had found already that one of our allies could not go on 1 
unleſs he was paid by this country, and another was under the 17 | 
neceſſity of borrowing money out of it, which was nearly the 1 
ſame. ' All theſe circumſtances, his Lordſhip ſaid, were much. #1208 
more ſerious and important, and much more fit for the conſi- 1 5 
deration of miniſters, for the Houſe, and ſor the People, than bf 4 
thoſe idle and flimſy pretexts which they have conjured up to 15% 
alarm the country, when, in reality, the only purpoſe was to Mi 
blind the people, and bring them into their own views. The 11981 
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nal, certainly the creators of them, and the principles they 
avowed, were much more ſo: He had already mentioned ſome 
of them. The Noble Secretary of State had charged the Cor- 
reſponding Society with an open deſign of ſubverting the con- 
ſtitution, demonſtrable from their adoption of the principles 
contained in Paine's works. What theſe were he would not then 
diſcuſs, but be they what they might, many who were at pre- 
ſent his Majeſty's miniſters, might be conſidered not only as 
the fathers of that Society, but of thoſe principles, although 
the Society had the advantage over thoſe miniſters in being 


at leaſt conſiſtent in their adherence to them, notwithſtand- 


ing the deſertion and threats of thoſe who had deſerted them. 
With reſpect to the violence contained in the works of Mr. 
Paine, he believed they would hardly be found to exceed 
ſome ſentiments contained in that celebrated letter of 
the Duke of Richmond to Colonel Sharman, in which 
the negative prerogative of the Crown was reſiſted in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, as unfit to be truſted in the hands of one 
man; and in every particular, almoſt the ſame in ſubſtance, 
the doctrines laid down in Paine's works on the ſubject of Par- 
liamentary abuſes were aſſerted and maintained. There were 
others of his Majeſty's miniſters, who, in conjunction with 
Mr. Horne Tooke, whom he heard they had committed to 
the Tower, had ſigned reſolutions, and avowed their prin- 
ciples to be the ſame as contained in that letter. He re- 
probated ſuch mean and ſhameful apoſtacy. There was ano- 
ther point in which he conſidered the conduct of miniſters 
highly reprehenſible: In good old times, when the true ſpirit 
and genius of the Britiſh conſtitution was practiſed as well as 
known, it had always been a maxim, that however the public 
- favour might go along with one ſet of men or another, yet 
the neceſſity of encouraging the patriotiſm and exertions of 


thoſe who watched over the conduct of the exiſting Admi- 


niſtration had been always admitted; but it was now become 
the policy of men in power to attempt at eſtabliſhing this 
principle, that no worth or virtue was to be found out of 
Adminiſtration, nor no friends to the people but among their 
rulers. Hence it was eaſy to ſee, that the ſtruggle was not, 
as had formerly been the cafe, between two contending 
parties, but that it was between their own exiſtence in power 
and the exiſtence of the conſtitution itſelf It certainly would 
become them to be more cautious, and leſs inattentive to the 
true principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, than their late and 
preſent conduct ſhewed them to be. By the preſent meaſure, 
which was a greater infringement than had ever been made 
before upon the conſtitution, they ſeemed to diſreſpect and 
. deſpiſe the wiſdom of their anceſtors, and to ſet all precedents 


at defiance. In every former caſe, where a ſuſpenhon of the 
Habeas 
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Habeas Corpus Act took place, it was founded upon ſome open 
overt act, and not upon ſuch ridiculous and untenable grounds 
as the Report on the table held out. Whatever reſpect the 
Noble and Learned Lord, or any other perſon might have, for 
a Secretary of State, he ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſee any 
miniſter veſted with an extraordinary diſcretionary power 
greater than the exigency of the caſe required, let his 8 
ter be ever ſo reſpectable. Noble Lords might recollect what 
happened after 1715, in Sir W. Windham's time, when very 
reſpectable country gentlemen were brought up from Norfolk, 
and other diſtant counties, and confined; which afforded a 
| ſufficient proof how far power might be abuſed. At that time, 
however, there. was an open rebellion in the country. In 
| 1722 the Bill was founded, not upon ſuch papers as thoſe in 
the Report, but on a ſpecific communication to Parliament, 
contained in the King's meſſage. In 1745 the ſituation of the 
country was ſimilar to what it had been deſcribed in 1715 
there was an open and avowed rebellion in the country. All that 
time, till within the laſt twelve years, there had been a Pre- 
tender and a Jacobite party in exiſtence. Members of both 
| Houſes of Parliament had been notoriouſly of that deſcription, 
and numbers were known to be diſaffected in particular coun- 
ties. Other miniſters, however, had never thought of ſuſ- 
pending the Habeas Corpus Act, under ſuch circumſtances as 
the preſent, and it might have been better had it not been at- 
tempted at this day. From this he might conclude, that either 
the Habeas Corpus Act ought never to have exiſted till within 
the laſt twelve years, or that it ought never to exiſt again. 
| His Lordſhip recommended a ſyſtem of moderation and 
wiſdom, as much more likely to produce good effects than 
the preſent conduct of miniſters, and aſked, if after all they 
had done they did not ſucceed, where they might be expected 
to ſtop? Next year they might probably find themſelves in a 
ſimilar, if not in a worſe ſituation ; and they muſt go on with 
ſome further infringemeat upon the conſtitution, - for being 
once embarked in this ſea of innovation, there could be no 
[gueſſing where their revolutionary ſyſtem might end. If m n- 
tion was ever made of the miſchiefs and imperfections wh ch 
had gradually crept into our conſtitution, they were immedi- 
ately told of the danger of innovation, and this by men who 
were conſtantly innovating upon the deareſt and beſt rights of 
the people, crowning all by the preſent Bill; and this without 
one overt a& to juſtify their charge. For his part, he looked 
upon it to be an equal calamity to a country where a ſtruggle 
ſhould take place, whether cauſed by the greedy attempts to 
increaſe power, or the mad ones to introduce anarchy and 
„„ P confu- 
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confuſion : If France exhibited to us a melancholy picture of two let 
the latter, we had alſo an awful warning to avoid the former, ard th. 
in the preſent ſtate of affairs in Poland. The Noble Secretary WF the ſms: 
of State had ſaid, that the members of the Societies in queſtion t ie Nol 
were low men, and that ſuch men were generally the primary was a 8 
agents and inſtruments of treaſonable plots and conſpiracies; honour 
but let him and let the Houſe recollect, that it was neither not me 
with Robeſpierre nor Barrere that the French revolution be- by plac 
gan; they would all recolle& the virtuous Duke de Roche. indirect 
foucault, and the part he took in the firſt ſtages of that tranſ- obloquy 
action, and how far the revolutionary ſyſtem had carried merited 
France from the wiſhes or thoughts of that Nobleman, at firſt imitate 1 
was a ſubject of regret and abhorrence. He dwelt for a conſi- continue 
derable time on the dangerous tendency and conſcquences of means t 
unneceſſary innovation, either in producing anarchy or. deſpot- reprobat 
iſm, both of which, he contended, were equally deſtructive to ters, as 
the real liberties of mankind. He ſpoke pathetically of the conduct 
ſufferings of Poland and of France, from the revolutionary augured 
ſyſtem, particularly the former, which muſt excite the ſympa- from on 
thy and compaſſion of every free and generous people. anſwer t. 
He came next to conſider what had been ſaid about the bold, ani 
real intention of thoſe Societies not being for a reform in Par- of this « 
lament, and quoted ſome paſſages from Mr. Burke's letter to and creat 
his conſtituents at Briſtol, in which that Gentleman emphati- tors, and 
cally ſays, © Other violations may injure. the conſtitution, but the count 
the repeal of the Habeas Corpus Act actually diffolves the com- terror wa 
munity ;” almoſt in the ſame language, and preciſely the ſame France; 
in ſubſtance as the arguments uſed in the papers of thoſe Soci- bert's, ar 
eties; but what might then be thought good and praiſeworthy, and the 
from that grave, orthodox, political divine, at that time, ought influence 
now to be reckoned treaſon from thoſe Societies. | Alien Bil 
He noticed the precedent of 1977, when the Bill ther the ſyſter 
brought into Parliament, only affected a particular deſcription being onl: 
of perſons ſpecified therein, and did not go a ſtep further than miſled th 
the exigency of the caſe required. In the preſent inſtance, 2 ceſſary. 
all the miſchief muſt come from the few hundreds who belong Having 
to thoſe Societies and Clubs, the operation of the Bill ouglt founded 
only to extend to them; this would have been an effectul Standing 
remedy, had their purpoſe been only to meet the real evil will read twice 
an adequate remedy; but that could not have anſwered their like every 


other purpoſes of deluding the people as they had done al unleſs by 
along, reſpecting the war; they never had been able to ſhev I Member x 
any reaſon why it was improper to treat or negociate for: penſed wi 
peace, and therefore it was neceſſary to keep a conſtant alam WW this order, 
in the minds of the people, and by addrefling their paſſions, WF © adjourn 


to lull their reaſon and reflection aſleep, He remarked thit 
h | | two 
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two letters, one to the Society of the Friends of the People, 
ard their anſwer, had been inſerted in the Report; but 
| the ſmalleſt notice of them had been ſtudiouſſy avoided by 
| tie Noble Secretary of State. The Friends of the People 

was a Society to which he and many of his friends had the 
| honour t) belong, which, though the Secretary of State had 
| not mentioned, yet it was clearly the meaning of miniſters, 
by placing the letters he had alluded to in the Report, 
indirectly to throw upon that Society ſome degree of 
obloquy, which they had no probability of proving that they 
merited: A Society which, he would lay, had no diſpoſition to 
imitate their apoſtacy, but would, as long as they were able, 
| continue their endeavours to obtain by legal and conſtitutional 
means the important object for which they affociated. He 
reprobated in very pointed terms the ſyſtem purſued by miniſ- 
| ters, as a ſyſtem of revolutionary innovation, ſimilar to the 
conduct purſued in France, and equally deſtructive; and he 
augured the worſe from the ſudden ſtarts they were making 
from one innovation to another, upon flimſy pretexts, to 
anſwer the worſt of purpoſes. He contended, that an open, 
bold, and manly conduct was beſt ſuited to the conſtitution 
of this country, and that miniſters, by ſpreading falſe alarms 
and creating terror, had abandoned the example of our anceſ- 
tors, and adopted what muſt lead to the diſgrace and ruin of 
the country. He ſtrenuouſly maintained, that the ſyſtem of 
| terror was that by which the rulers of the country had ruined 
France; inſtancing the overthrow of Briffot's party, of He- 
bert's, and of Danton's, the maſſacres of the 1oth of Auguſt, 


and the death of the unfortunate King, as aſcribable to the 


influerice of terror artfully excited. He again mentioned the 
Alien Bill, Traiterous Correſpondence Bill, and the whole of 
the ſyſtem for the laſt two years, as proceeding from terror, 
being only conduCted by creating ſuch a fear in the people as 
mw them to believe thoſe unconſtitutional meaſures ne- 
nk... 8 | 
Having concluded his arguments againſt the Bill, the Earl 
founded the motion he was about to make upon the 26th 
Standing Order of the Houſe, which is, that no Bill can be 
read twice on the ſame day that it has been brought in ; this, 
like every other ſtanding order, cannot be diſpenſed with, 


unleſs by the unanimous concurrence of the Houſe; if any 


Member move that a ſtanding order be read, it cannot be diſ- 
penſed with; this, coupled with the precedent in'1722, on 
this order, induced him to move, © That the Houſe do now 
* adjourn,” He deſired that the ſtanding orders 2gth and 

| | BE ES | 104th 
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104th might be read. The two ſtanding orders were read 
accordingly. + | 

Lord Grenville ſaid, the precedent in 1722 was an anſwer 
to the Noble Lord's obſervation, for it was then ſtated, that it 
being objected to read the Bill a ſecond time, the Houſe, after 
a debate, came to an unanimous reſolution to diſpenſe with 


the ſtanding order, and the Bill was read a ſecond time. 


The Earl of Lauderdale maintained, that the precedent was 


directly and decidedly in his favour, as it did not ſhew that 


the debate had been about diſpenſing with the ſtanding order, 
but that, after a debate upon the ſecond reading of the Bill, it 
had been unanimouſly agreed to diſpenſe with the order. 

The Earl of Abingdon (aid, that in the year 177%, that is, pend- 
ing the American war, he voted, and ſingle-handedly proteſted, 
againſt the Bill that was then brought forward for a ſuſpenſion 


of that great bulwark of the conſtitution, the Habeas Corp: 


Act; in the year 1794, pending the preſent war with France, 
he ſhould vote for its ſuſpention, and would give the Bill, for 
this purpoſe, all the ſupport in his power; and preciſely on 


the ſame ground, and for the ſame reaſons, that he voted 


againſt the other Bill: “ For that war (ſaid his Lordſhip) 
was a war upon our friends and fellow-ſubjects in America; 
whilſt /s is a war, as it were, with “ original fin :“ that is, 
with our ancient and ever-to-remain inveterate enemies; and 
not only our enemies, but the enemies of all mankind. Let 


me add, the enemies of God and nature.” That was a war of 


Cavaliers againſt Round Heads, of High Church upon Liv 


Church, which he then oppoſed : This is a war (by way of rc- 


taliation too) of Round Heads againſt Cavaliers, of Low Church 
upon High Church, in order to No Church : And this he now 
oppoſed, both being equally adverſe to the tolerating ſpirit and 
the free conſtitution of this country. The principles, it is true, 
were the very converſe of each other; but the motives of con- 
duct in him were ſtill the ſame, namely, to preſerve the en- 
tierty of the Britiſh conſtitution. Theſe were his reaſons 


for the vote he ſhould give, and to which he could add mary 


others: But long ſpeeches, like great books. were great evils, 
and if one reaſon will do, as Hudibras ſays, what need of 


two? 


The Earl of Mansfield re marked on the obſcurity of the per. 
ſons who compoſed the Societies, as a circumſtance that would 
render the ſuccets of their intentions more dreadful. He had 
much confidence in the good ſenſe of the people of this coun- 
try, and their attachment to the conſtitution ; but the queſtion 
for their Lordſhips to conſider was, “ Would they wp the 
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ſeeds of anarchy in the bud, or ſuffer them to ripen and be 
blown abroad by every wind? would they extinguiſh the flame 
on its firſt appearance, or only ſmother it, and thence ſuffer it 
hereafter to burſt into a conflagration?“ Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances as the preſent, it was not walls and towns, it was not 
fleets and armies, that conſtituted the defence of a nation, but 
the vigilance of the Executive Government, If we looked to 
the horrors which France preſented to our view, was it terror 
that had occaſioned the commiſſion of the unexampled atroci- 
ties in that unhappy kingdom? Was it terror that provoked 
the murder of their Sovereign ? Was it terror that had juſt in- 
ſtigated them to the murder of a Princeſs (Madame Elizabeth) 
who, to all the ſofter virtues of her ſex, added patience and 
fortitude that would have done honour to the moſt heroic 
times? Our meaſures of precaution were not to be calculated 
on the probability of ultimate ſucceſs, but on 'the magnitude 
of the cvil with which we were threatened. Let their Lord- 
{hips figure to themſelves a Convention, ſuch as the Societies 
propoſed to aſſemble, uſurping an authority paramount to that 
of Parliament. Happy, in ſuch a caſe, would be the lot of 
that man, who ſhould be the firſt to fall by the Engliſh guillo- 
tine, for he would have the confolation of knowing, that he 
fell with the liberties and conſtitution of his country. To 
their Lordſhips it would be irreparable ruin. Notwithſtand- 


ing all that, in ſeaſon or out of ſeaſon, was aſſerted to the 


contrary, he ſtill entertained a confident hope, that we ſhould 
be able to reſtore order and government in France ; but if we 


ſhould not, and confuſion ſhould take place in this country, to 
! To 


whom could their Lordſhips apply for aſſiſtance or relief 

the Jacobins in France? Would they hope for the interpoſi- 
tion of a French hand reeking with blood? The ſecurity of 
other Noble Lords was to him an additional ground of fear; 
for if they were all equally convinced of the danger, they 
would all be equally zealous to guard againſt it. On the 
charge againſt miniſters, ſo often repeated, after the declara- 
tions of both Houſes of Parliament to the contrary, that they 
had wantonly involved the country in a war, he ſhould only 
obſerve, that perſons once high in the eſteem of thoſe who 
made the charge, had claimed the excluſive merit. He put 
the caſe of his being charged with murder, and one of the 
jury who refuſed to find a verdict of Guilty, ſtepping forward 
and faying Ad/um qui feci—here am I, Briſſot, who made the 
war. 

De Farl of Caernarvon ſaid, that this ſubject, which lay 


in a narrow compaſs, had been fo fully debated, that he would 


not add to the fatigue of the Houſe at that late hour, by going 
| | over 
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over any of the grounds which had been already ſo ably 
treated ; but he could not help making a few remarks on what 
a Noble Earl (Lauderdale) had faid. He was very ready to 
agree with the Noble Earl that the ſubject was of the utmoſt 
importance, in whatever way it was conſidered. The danger 
to the conſtitution, which improvident neglect and temerity 
on the one ſide, or nervous and cauſeleſs alarm might produce 


on the other, was obvious to every man Who had turned his 


thoughts to political reatoning. ©* The Noble Earl afferts, that 
thoſe whom he qualities with the name of alarmiſts, have al- 
ready, from their groundleſs apprehenſions, become the ig- 
norant or willing inftruments of increaſing the power of the 
Crown at the expence of the liberty of the ſubject. It is as 
competent to me to afſert, that the Noble Earl, and thoſe few 
who with him have marked a contempt of the danger to which 
the conſtitution is at this time expoſed, have by their blind 
temerity, unwillingly perhaps, fomented and encouraged the 
evil deſigns of the diſaffected, till the miſchief has arrived at 
ſuch a height, as to require the temporary ſuſpenſion of ſome 
of the protecting laws of the land. Which of theſe aſſertions 
is the beſt founded in fact, a ſhort time may poſſibly ſhew. 
It is not, certainly, to unſupported ſtatements of imaginary 


dangers that the beſt barrier againſt deſpotiſm is to be ſurren- 


dered; nor, on the other hand, is liberty to be betrayed into 
inſecurity, and conſequent ruin, by high-flown panegyrics on 
its own merits; or by the delufive praiſes of equality and the 
rights of man. The queſtion before us is ſimple and cleor; 
it amounts to this, Whether the temporary ſuſpenſion of the 
operation of part of the Habeas Corpus Act can be juſtified at 
any time upon any emergency ? If it can, Whether the dan- 
gers of the preſent moment are of a nature and magnitude to 
authoriſe the preſent meaſure ? I did not expect to hear any 
doubt reſpecting the firſt part of this propoſition z but by the 
Noble Earls argument, I think he denies that any circum- 
ſtances of the country would juſtify it. 'The Noble Earl ſeems 
to diflent from this ſtatement of his opinion. I did not, in- 
decd, imagine it could be his real opinion, though his argu- 
ment ſeemed to lead very nearly to that extent; for he has 
blended his objections to the preſent meaſures with his ob- 
jections to the Alien Bill, and to thoſe other meaſures of ne- 
ceſſary precaution which the ſingular exigencies of the preſent 
times have produced; as if this meaſure could not be juſtified 
on the fimple conſideration of its own ſpecific caſe, without 
reference to the other meaſures alluded to; as if a certain 
quantum of the law of the land might be ſuſpended in times 
of difficulty, which, if expended in the Alien Bill, would 

| | leave 
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leave no ſupply for further proviſions of that nature on the 
preſent emergency. In this way of arguing, it would certainly 
be difficult to prove that any ſpecific circumſtances could of 
themſelves, at any time, juſtify the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act. Every emergency, however, certainly muſt have 
its ſeparate conſideration, and its ſeparate remedy. 'The 
Alien Bill had its neceſſity, which induced Parliament to that 
meaſure ; the preſent meaſure muſt be juſtified on its own diſ- 
tinct grounds. The Noble Earl, with all the vehemence of 
his feeling, and ingenuity of his underſtanding, labours to 
prove, that there are no exiſting circumſtances of ſufficient 
importance to juſtify this meaſure; in his opinion, neither 
the Report of the Commons, nor that from your Lordſhips? 
Committee, furniſh any thing ſufficiently defined to ground 
the ſuſpicion of a dangerous conſpiracy; nothing which the 
common proviſions of law could not controul. He argues 
alſo, that moſt of the papers have long ago appeared publicly 
in newſpapers and hand-bills; and he obſerves, that if they 
really had contained all the dangerous matter imputed to them, 
miniſters were criminally ſupine not to apply for this increaſe 
of power ſooner. Certainly if the preſent meaſure was only 
to facilitate the puniſhment of the ſeditious matter in any of 
theſe papers, this meaſure would not be neceſſary; the com- 
mon law would be ſuihcient to bring the authors to ſpeedy 
trial, and-exemplary punithment ; but the increaſed boldneſs 
of theſe Societies, their increaſed numbers, and their manifeſt 
deſigns, make it neceſſary to guard againſt the treaſonable 
effects of theſe libels: It is againſt the trœaſonable acts ſpring- 


ing from theſe libels that this meaſure is directed. The 


Noble Earl amplifies the value of the ſacrifice required, and 
depreciates the danger as trifling or imaginary. That the 
Habeas Corpus Act is the molt valuable hold which liberty 
poſſeſſes is admitted on all hands, and that it ought not on 
flight occaſions to be diſpenſed with. I am willing to go far- 
ther (and that will make the diſtinction between former pro- 
poſed reforms of Parliament, and any now talked of, as a pre- 


tence for a revolution in the form of government), and 1 


aſſert, that no conſtitution is ſafe and free, unleſs, in its or- 
dinary ſtate of health and vigour, great latitude is given even 


to the wild range and fancy of reforming projectors, becauſe 


ſome good may reſult from it, and the eviis flowing from the 
intemperance of individual zeal in common circumſtances, 
may be with ſafety left to the uſual proviſions which law, cir- 
cumſcribed by the jealous ſpirit of liberty, has formed; but 
in diſſicult and ſuſpicious times the ſecret enemies to the conſti- 
tution of the country ought not to be ſuffered to collect and 
| | ripen 
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ripen their poiſon under the warmth and protection of that 
liberty they mean to deſtroy: On this principle alone have all 
the former inſtances of this meaſure been founded. The 
Noble Earl ſays, that the former inſtances have no reſemblance 
to the preſent; and he ſeems to think the inſtances of the year 
1715, and at other periods, were more juſtifiable, becauſe 
they were in times of open rebellion. The Noble Earl's uſual 
logic does not ſupport him in this obſervation; a ſecret con- 
ſpiracy having broken out into an open rebellion, could never 
be. an additional reaſon for employing a power applicable only 


to ſecret enemies; it is not with the artillery of ſuch an Act 


of Parliament that he would meet an open enemy in the field; 
it is only calculated to operate againſt enemies who conceal 
themſelves, of which you have neceſſarily fewer when one- 


- Half are in open war, and out of the reach of ſuch an Act. If 


all had'taken arms, you would have none to apply it to. The 
eve of a rebellion is, therefore, the time when ſuch a power 
muſt neceſſarily have its moſt effectual operation; it is lurk- 
ing conſpiracies of proved exiſtence and danger, but of un- 
known reſources and undefined extent, that call for this re— 


medy, without which the flame might increaſe gradually 
under the cover and protection of law, until it burſt forth 


with irreſiſtible fury. The Noble Earl behind me (Earl 
Stanhope) has told us in ſome of his political cautions, that 
the revolution of France was the event of a moment} it is 
true, it was fo; and the negligence of the government of any 
country, in ſuffering conſpiracies to gain ſtrength, and ſeduce 
the people under falſe pretences, will produce the fame cata- 
ſtrophe. A conſpiracy clearly proved need not be traced diſ- 
tinctly through all its branches and ramifications; its exiſt- 
ence, and the danger to the ſtate from its nature, are ſuſſicient 
to juſtify the temporary ſuſpenſion of that ſecurity for our 
liberty, which by law is our birth-right. But even during 
that ſuſpenſion, Parliament leaves reſponſibility attached to the 
diſcretionary power which it entruſts to miniſters, and remains 
herſelf the watchful and jealous avenger of any injuſtice; nor 
is any individual deprived of his remedy at law for any wanton 
encroachment on his liberty. That there are ſufficient grounds 
to apprehend great danger from lurking conſpiracies in the 
1 has been fo fully and unanſwerably proved 
y the Noble Secretary of State, from the documents con- 
tained in the Reports, that it would be uſeleſs to go over the 
ſame ground; but I will venture to reſt the proof of danger 
ſhort of thoſe arguments, and truſt to the ſtatement and ob- 
fervations of the Noble Lords who oppoſe this meaſure. They 
admit numerous Societies to exiſt, correſponding with each 
| other, 
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other, canyaſling for increaſe of numbers, complaining of the 
government of the country in all its branches, profeſling no 
expectation of any redreſs from the Government which they 
complain of, and profeſſing that they ſhall never apply either 
to the Legiſlature or the Executive Power for redreſs, but ſhall 


Convention of all the People. All this ſome Noble Lords 
ſtate as legal; they will, however, ſcarcely deny that they 
could not go much farther within the bounds of legality ; and 
if they ſhould take the Noble Earl's. (Stanhope's) advice (I do 
not mean-to ſay that he regularly recommended ſuch plan, 
when he told them, that nothing was wanting but pikes and 
reſolution to give the people their ampleſt wiſhes); if, I ſay, 
theſe Societies ſhould make uſe. of this hint, it would be dif- 
ficult to maintain the aſſertion, that the conſtitution of the 


brought, by theſe Societies ſpreading diſcontent where it did 
not previouſly exiſt, into ſo critical a ſituation, that the ſecret 
diſtribution of arms would put the conſtitution of the country 
at their mercy, I ſhould think it was time to take vigorous 
meaſures, to prevent the dangers which threatened. If, under 
theſe circumſtances, the hands of Government ought to be 
ſtrengthened, how much more muſt it appear neceſſary, when 


proceedings of theſe Societies, and when they have antici- 
pated the hint of the Noble Earl, and begun to colle& and ſe- 
cretly diſtribute arms? I therefore feel the neceſſity of ſur- 


in order to enable the miniſters of the country more effectually 
to deal with thoſe who mean to overturn it.“ | 
The Earl of Derby argued againſt the motion for reading the 
Dill a ſecond time; and, in favour of the queſtion of adjourn- 
ment, ſaid, it had never been contended that no caſe could 
exiſt which would juſtify the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
Act, as the Noble Earl who ſpoke laſt had ſuppoſed; but 
only that a caſe had not been made out in the preſent inſtance 
which would juſtify ſuch an encroachment on the rights of 
the ſubject. The Noble Earl ſeemed to think, that the leſs 
the danger the ſtronger muſt be the meaſure of precaution z 
let him recolle& to what an abſurd extreme ſuch an argument 
might be carried. If ſo, every fence of the conſtitution might 
be broken down, and ſhould the fortunate period ever arrive 
when there was no danger whatever, not an atom of it would 
be left. The news of the day from France had been alluded 


to—He could not treat of that melancholy event in terms of 
equal eloquence with the Noble Earl in the green ribband 
Vor. IV, Q- | but 
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depend upon themſelves, and for that purpoſe ſhall ſummon a 


country was in no danger. When the Government was 
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rendering for a time a portion of the ſecurity for my liberty, 


Sous 


7 2 7 > yang mn, we = . — _ 
Wu, — - - — hs X Y 5 
4 v 23 Sh 4 x - 
=> FP a. Cu ion E 
5 Mn wg n 3 
"” * * Aa 4 5 1 8 oy | 
we * * I * * y * - ways Fr” — S, 
* 2 ho. " * 
S cn pegs tae LIBS. — 3 
Yr: $i and RS ne ite — — 2 ** 
LITE — \, 
— — F Fo A an PETIT ——— + Abs oats Ae 
293. 4 CART © ARE 2 
— I — — ye. oo k > © 


—_ A ON TID D 
26. hi FD 8 


— r 
n 


2 
e 
, 3 


r 


F 
8 
— — We — 


— 


=. 


114 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Ion 


| Mar 22. 
but no man could more regret than he did the degradation Marg 
which human nature ſuffered by ſuch acts, but he could not 2 mome 
ſee how the mention of them had any relation to the queſtion in the E 
in debate. A Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow) had faid, to take 
that all the facts ſtated in the Report were highly ſeditious, did not 
but did not amount to treaſon. If they were only ſeditious Public, t 
was not the ordinary power of law ſufficient to puniſh and re. | to prote. 
preſs them? The perſons charged with thoſe acts were nov a civil v 
in cuſtody; where was then the neceſſity of new powers to opinion 
bring them to juſtice, or to prevent them from doing future theſe po! 
miſchief ? This ſurely was a proof that the danger, whatever ſure, wh 
it might have been, was now at an end. The Noble Secre- well ada 
tary of State, for the benefit of his argument, had dwelt on The 1 
the numbers aſſembled at Chalk Farm. Did he mean to ſay, the praCt 
that all the perſons who happened to be preſent were impli- rule of re 
cated in the purpoſes of the meeting ? He could not but knoy examine 
that in the neighbourhood of London, a very few perſons ſtanding 
would ſoon collect a mob of ſeveral hundreds, and ſometimes der whic 
thouſands, merely, from motives of curioſity, to ſee what wa WW proceedir 
going forward. That the Societies were preparing to diſtr- the meaſi 
bute arms, was ſtated even in the Report as a mere preſump- to come | 
tion, unſupported by any ſhadow of proof. For theſe reaſons, poſſible 11 
he deprecated a meaſure which he conſidered as called for by Suppoſe 
no adequate cauſe, and as an attack upon the conſtitution. tion to th 
His inquiries had fully ſatisfied his mind upon the ſubject, and dom that 
whether he acted with the majority or the minority, with ten body? or 
or with twenty, it was the ſame to his conſcience. He feared when it v 
no calumny, for he defied any man to quote an action of hi order to c 
life that was hoſtile to the ſyſtem of liberty protected by lav, premature 
under which we enjoyed ſo many bleſſings. delivering 
The Earl of Carliſle ſaid, the Learned Lord (Thurlow) ba Miniſters: 
gone no farther than to ſay, that the facts ſtated in the Report WW vas ſuſpe 
were ſeditious in the higheſt degreez but whether they laſt year, 
amounted to treaſon or not, he had expreſsly declined to ei- the City; 
plain, on the laudable principle, that as perſons were com- prudence, 
mitted for treaſon, it would be cruel to agitate that matter til on a meaſ 
after their caſes were decided upon by à jury. He entered I from preſe 
into the reaſons that had induced him to give his poor ſupport® caule for 
miniſters, and reminded their Lordſhips of the ſmall beginnings terrible co 
from which very important events had ariſen, particular could not 
calling to their recollection Lord George Gordon's mobs lion; no: 
which, though objects of ridicule at firſt, had grown to ſuck Corpus eve 
a ſerious height, as actually to awe the Legiſlature, and ſu no appeara 
vert government for a week. The Earl defended the Bill, à ir proce 
eſſential to the ſafety of the conſtitution. were brouf 
Zo OS reaſon; an 
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| Marquis Townſhend ſaid, that in his opinion it was ſafer, in 
2 moment of emergency like the preſent, to confide powers 


in the Executive Government, than to leave it to individuals 
| to take meaſures for their own ſecurity. If Adminiſtration 
did not take care effectually to protect the property of the 
Public, they muſt, on principles of ſelf-preſervation, endeavour 
to protect it themſelves, and the miſchievous effect might be 
| civil war. Government, however, ought to be, and in his 
opinion they were, reſponſible for the uſe which they made of 
theſe powers. On this view he rev in the preſent mea- 
| ſure, which he conſidered as juſtified by urgent neceſſity, and 
well adapted to avert the danger in queſtion. | 
The Marquis of Lanſdown began with obſerving, that it was 
the practice of all wiſe men to examine their meaſures by the 
rule of reaſon z and he recommended it to their Lordſhips to 
examine the queſtion of adjournment by that teſt. If ever a 
ſanding order deſerved to be made into a law, it was that or- 
der which had been read, which regulated the courſe of their 
| proceedings, and gave to the people time to ſee and confider of 
| the meaſures paſſing through the Houſe, ſo as to enable them 
to come forward and aſſiſt Parliament with their advice. What 
poſſible inconvenience could there be in the delay of a day? 
Suppoſe that the City of London ſhould come up with a peti- 
tion to their bar, would it not be for the intereſt of the king- 
dom that they ſhould have the opinion of that reſpectable 
body? or would it have a good appearance with the Public, 


when it was known that the City of London meant to meet in 
order to-diſcuſs the meaſure, that they ſhould, by a haſty and 


premature deciſion of their Lordſhips, preclude the City from 
delivering their opinion on the important meaſure in queſtion ? 
Miniſters might png wiſh to get rid of ſuch opinion, as it 


was ſuſpected not to be ſo favourable to their views as it was 


laſt year, for they did not, he believed, ſtand equally well with 
the City; but ſurely Parliament ought, from conſiderations of 
prudence, as well as regard to their own dignity, to deliberate 
on a meaſure of ſuch importance, and not to debar the people 
from preſenting their petitions againſt it. There could be no 
cauſe for precipitation. The principal perſons engaged in the 


terrible conſpiracy, he yo ati were already taken up. They 


could not eſcape z and there had been no tumult on the occa- 
ſion; no attempt had been made to reſcue themz no Habeas 
Corpus ever had been moved for in their behalf, and there was 
no appearance in any part of the country to juſtify the haſte of 
their roceeding.— They ſhould examine the precedents which 


were brought forward as grounds for the preſent meaſure by 


raſon; and he would venture to ſay that there was not one 
| | Q 2 3 | which 
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which would be found to juſtify the act by being in point, 


He wiſhed to know if any rational man could point out any 


diſt inction between theſe Societies, and thoſe which met for the 
purpoſe of Parliamentary Reform in the years 1778 and 17822 


yet upon the proceedings of thoſe Societies the Executive 
Power never expreſſed the ſmalleſt apprehenſion, or took any 
meaſures to ſuppreſs them. Why was not the meaſure adopted 


in the laſt year, when an inſurrection was ſo much appre. 
hended? No ſuch meaſure was even ſuggeſted; and the rea- 
ſon was obvious, becauſe the People were not wound up to the 
proper = for receiving ſuch a meaſure. It was ridiculous 
to ſay that there was a precedent in this reign and in that 
reign, becauſe in this or that the Habeas Corpus Ack had been 


| ſuſpended. As far as precedent-went, he contended, that the 


Noble Lords had completely failed; for all they had ſhewn by 


the precedents quoted was, that ſuch meaſares had been for- 


merly adopted, but ſhewed not the leaſt fimilarity between the 
circumſtances under which ſuch a meaſure had been formerly 
adopted, and the circumſtances which they fay call for it now. 


Upon the ſame principle they might prove the preſent diſaſ- 


trous war juſt and neceſſary : Becauſe wars have been under- 
taken which were juſt and neceſſary, they have nothing more 


to do than omit all compariſon of the grounds vpon which 


they have been undertaken. Such a precedent could not be 


adduced. There was always heretofore a dire and urgent ne- 


ceſſity proved, either of rebellion, inſurrection, or of ſuch real 
abſolute neceſſity, as was made manifeſt to the minds of all 


men. Was this the caſe here ? No ſuch thing. No cauſe had 


been ſtated to juſtify the meaſure; and a Noble and Learned 
Lord had wiſely ſaid, that to ſtrengthen the magiſtracy was all 


that the circumſtances of the country ſeemed to require. 
It had been ſaid that revolutions always ſprung from the | 
people, as an argument for alarm at the preſent inconſiderable 


perſons being engaged in reforms. In his mind the very 


_ contrary was the fact. Our Revolution was brought about by 
a few men of ſuperior ſenſe and underſtandings, who ſaw that 
the thing was abſolutely neceſſary, and effected it againſt the } 


general opimon—and even in France it was by reading men— 
by men of rank and condition, that the Revolution was begun 
by men who ſaw and felt the oppreſſions of the Government 


D of that Government who, indulging terrors, had gone to 


moſt extraordinary lengths of irritation. Was the preſent 
meaſure either juſt or political ? As to its juſtice, it had not. 
at leaſt been made manifeſt. Committees had been appointed 
in both Houſes, and though he had a great perſonal regard for 


moſt of the Members of each, it was obvious and undeniable 


that 
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that both were compoſed of alarmers and alarmiſts. In former 
Committees, impartial men had been placed; here they were 
all of one deſeription, and their Report was full of capital in- 
accuracies. It gave no information what the law could do 
how far it could go to correct the exiſting evil; nor did it 
rove to the ſatisfaction of any thinking man any real cauſe 
for ſuch a meaſure. It talked of Societies; he was ignorant 
of the Societies; he knew nothing of them; but he looked at 
them with an eye of favour, as they ſeemed to be only ſincerely 
deſirous of obtaining a beneficial end, namely, a Reform in 
Parliament. They ſought the ſame object as the Society that 
met at the Thatched Houſe in 1782, and if any reproach at- 
tached to the one body; the ſame, or even greater, attached to 
the other, as the beginners. But what was the fact? The old 
Jacobins were perſecuting the new. There was a vulgar pro- 
verb, which preciſely deſcribed the parties, and applied to 
them; but he would not offend their Lordſhips' ears by ſtart- 
ing ſo coarſe an adage. The purport of it was, that one ſet of 
men were beſt to catch another. A ſmuggler was the beſt 
man to ſet to catch ſmugglers. He would know all their 
tricks. He would ſuſpeCt their practices by a conſciouſneſs of 
what he would have practiſed himſelf, if he had not been ad- 
mitted into a ſnug birth in the Cuſtoms—but though he was 
a proper perſon to catch his old companions, would you inveſt 
him with powers to attack and ruin the fair trader? As to its 
policy, if it was the general opinion of the country that there 
ſhould be a reform, do what they would to prevent it, ſooner 
or later it would be irreſiſtible. If their grievances were real, 
they ought-to be redreſſed; and that they had real grievances 
was certain, for the Commiſſioners of Accounts, appointed by 
Parliament itſelf, had reported on the enormous ſinecures, ex- 
pences, and burthenſome offices of Government. They had 
complained of barracks, and ſurely there had been a time ſince 
the Revolution when the erection of barracks would have given 
univerſal alarm and uneaſineſs to the country. It was not 
htic, nor was it wiſe, to puſh men upon theſe ſubjects. They 
would grow deſperate if miniſters ſhould thus go on ſtep by 
ſtep in encroaching upon their liberties. And what was the 
benefit to be expected? That there ſhould be no meetings for 
the diſcuſſion of popular ſubjects. Was that a ſtate of ſociety 
to be wiſhed for 5 Was it wiſe to break the ſpirit, deſtroy the 
vigilance, and allay in the breaſts of the people all zeal for the 
conſtitution? Emigrations had been too frequent of late; not 
merely of people, but of wealth, induſtry, and talents. They 
would not diminiſh under ſuch meaſures. He could not diſ- 
cover any diſtinction between the Societies of which theſe 


1 alarmiſts were active members, and the Societies which are 


made 
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made the ſubject of the preſent debate; their profeſſed object 
being the tame. The preſent criſis, and the preſent war, were 
without any precedent in hiſtory. The diſcontents of the 
people aroſe from the timidity of the miniſters; and from 
what was coniequent on that timidity, their ill- judged violence 
and oppreſſion. What was, he emphatically aſked, to be the 
end of the preſent buſineſs ? Was it meant to prevent any re- 
monſtrance againſt the preſent war? Were miniſters to ſilence 
the people until they bad no longer men or money to carry it 
on? Were they to continue it until this country, ain 
within and without at every pore, was completely exhauſted! 
A law againſt Conventions, as in Ireland, though a harſh mea- 
ſure, might be conſidered as mere milk and water to this; and 
ſeeing it in this view, he believed that miniſters had other and 
far different from their profeſſed objects in their contempla- 
tion. They wanted to train up herds of informers, as was 
done in the reign of Charles II. and even in that of King Wil- 
liam and Mary, by whom men of another deſcription from 
thoſe now in gaol were to be attacked. What Biſhop Burnet 
ſaid of the informers and forgers of thoſe times, when the 
hands of Peers were ſo dexterouſly imitated as to elude their 
own dEteCtion when ſhewn them in that Houſe, ought to make 
them cautious of a meaſure that might generate the ſame 
tribe. 'Ti:cy ought not, upon mere ſchool language, to give 
up the great ſecurity of Britiſh freemen. For himſelf, he en- 
tered a ſolemn proteſt againſt the meaſure, and as he might 
not be preſent again, againſt any further meaſure they might 
attempt of a ſimilar kind. He deprecated the deluſions they 
were holding out; they knew weil whether there were arms 
hoarded up in the country. No quantity of arms could be 
procured without their knowledge. The trade would know of 
orders to any extent; and they were ſo connected with the 
trade, that they had nothing to do but to ſend up for two or 
three of the principal maſters to have immediate information. 
As to new- ſaſhioned arms, and the dramatic repreſentations of 
pulling out daggers from under their cloaks, it was too con- 
temptible a manceuvre for the good ſenſe of the country. He 
adviſed them to go upon a broader ground of wiſdom, and 
upon a larger line of policy, if they meant to extricate the 
country from the dreadful abyſs into which they had plunged 
it. The motion of adjournment was, he contended, on the 
preſent occaſion, a motion of the greateſt propriety ; nor did 
he conceive how cheir Lordſhips could refuſe their aſſent to 
it, without an open violation of their own rules and ouders. 
The Duke of Lieds began his ſpeech with reading the fol- 
lowing quotation from an anonymous author (one of the 
writers of Sir Robert Walpole), on the meaſure in the year 
1722: 
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beas Corpus Act either to maintain or ſuſpend. | 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he ſhould not have occaſion to go 
at much length into the queſtion, as it had been ſo ably ex- 
plained and diſcuſſed by other Lords, eſpecially by the Noble 
and Learned Lord who ſpoke early in the debate. He would 
ſpeak firſt as to the form and courſe of their proceedings. The 
precedent of 1722 was perfectly in point, only that ſo much 
pains had not been taken at that period in giving to the Houſe 
full information on the ſubject; whereas in the meaſure of the 
preſent day, whatever objection might be made to the meaſure 
itſelf, it could not be alleged that it had not been fully diſcuſſ- 
ed—a great deal of extraneous matter had been introduced, 
but on the real point at iſſue there had been but little argu- 
ment. After clearing away a vulgar error, that it was a ſuſ- 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, and that no action would 
lie for falſe impriſonment, that it was a full indemnity to mi- 
niſters for all acts, and gave them the power of Lettres de 
Cachet, and that it was a Revolutionary meaſure, which had 
been ſo ably and ſo clearly done by the Noble and Learned 
Lord to whom he had before alluded; there had been no 
conteſt about the principle. It had been admitted, that if 
there were a Convention, or a Meeting, called by any other 
name (for the name of the aſſembly did not conſtitute the 
erime), which aimed at giving laws to Parliament and the 
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N 1722: * Since, perſons of fortune and conſideration can. at = 
e « this time of day think it worth their while to aſſiſt the in- THIER 
e 4 tereſts of our late deſperate traitors, by affecting a moſt 1 
N 4 ynreaſonable and ill-timed concern for the - liberties of mt 
e their country, I, who have no advantages to expect from BE, 
c “ public confuſions, need make no apology for appearing on $4 
- te the other fide of the argument, and Endeavouring to prove £4 
te that the preſent meaſures of the Adminiſtration are our only 6 | | 
t “ ſecurity. againſt all thoſe miſchievous diſorders in which the 5 
: e madneſs of diſappointed rebels, and the wild ſpl:en of our A } 
© modern patriots, would involve us*.” Speaking of the preſci t Þ 1 | 
7 meaſure, the Duke ſaid he had heard very little in the ſhape ot 1 4 
1 argument againſt it ; it moſt certainly was a ſerious one, and 1 
would be criminal but for the dire and urgent neceſſity on ü 4 
5 which it was founded. His Grace owned himſelf an alarmiſt WW 
$ of a lang date; ever ſince the month of November 1792. BA 

From what he ſaw then, and what he had ſince ſeen, he enter- +80 

tained a conſiderable degree of apprehenſion ; inaſmuch as * ; 

he wag convinced that if they did not arm Government with 1 
large and ſufficient powers, they would not long have any Ha- 1 | 
1 


The above extract appeared firſt in the Supplement to the St. James's 
Journal of Monday, October 15, 1722, and is reprinted in Beyer's Poli- 
tical State, for the ſame month, vol. xxiv. p. 397. f 
| | 1 Country, 


1 


1% © WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lon 5s 


Country, this meaſure would have been wiſe and ſalutary. 
'The only difference then between them was about the faQt— 
whether theſe Societies did really aim ſo to give laws to the 
country, or merely meant to obtain a Parliamentary Reform 
by legal and conſtitutional means. To prove that in his mind 
they meant nothing ſo little as a Parliamentary Reform (which 
he contended was tried more than once, and ſettled and ex- 
tinguiſhed in 1781 and 1782), he went over the documents in 
the Report, reading extracts to prove that the object of the 
Societies was a * of Government, and ſomething infi- 
nitely beyond a Reform of Parliament, declaring that the aſſer- 
tion that their object was a Parliamentary Reform, no more 
legalized the meeting, than God ſave the King written at the 
bottom of a ſeditious libel, could purge it of its libellous tend- 
ency. He obſerved, that theſe Societies originated at one of 
the worſt periods of the French Revolution—deſcribed the 
late Britiſh Convention in Edinburgh, before it was cruſhed 
by the vigour of- the Magiſtrates, which was altogether on the 
French model, with their primary afſemblies, their delegates, 
their Preſident, their bell, their term of Citizens, &c. &c. all 
which had obviouſly the French Convention in view in their 
proceedings. Their numbers he could not aſcertain. They 
probably exaggerated their number themſelves. He did not 
think them ſo numerous as they pretended, but they were at 
leaſt tenfold the number of thoſe who began the riots in 1780. 
His Lordſhip commented on the reaſoning built on the low 
rank of the members, their little power to do miſchief, &c. 
&c. and ſaid, it was eaſy to treat as imaginary all dangers that 
were checked in the bud. One of the fineſt poets had ſaid, 


6 'Treaſons are never own'd when but deſery'd; 
« Succeſsful crimes alone are juſtify'd.“ | 


He concluded, therefore, with ſaying that he had no doubt 
but the Houſe would ſee the neceſſity of placing the confidence 
in miniſters which this Bill defigned, and that it was a ſeaſon- 
able meaſure of precaution to guard all that was ſacred in the 
country from almoſt immediate danger. | 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion of adjournment: 


Contents Tn Fi 9 
Proxies - 2 —11 
Not- contents — 108 
Proxies — 11—119 


Majority againſt Adjournment— 108 

It was moved that the Bill be read a ſecond time. 

The Earl of Lauderdale expreſſed his hope that at ſo late an 
hour (paſt two o'clock in the morning) they would not 
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puſh this queſtion any further. It had been ſtated that they 


might probably receive a petition to-morrow. The ſtanding 


order againſt reading a Bill twice on one day was not unknown 
to the people; what muſt not that Houſe ſacrifice in chataQter 
and in opinion if they violated their own ſtanding orders, in 
ſo marked a way, obviouſly to prevent the people from exer- 
W ciling their right of petitioning ? Surely they would do more 

| injury than they could obtain good by the hurry ! The Noble 


of Parliamentary Reform was finally ſettled and put to ſleep in 
1782. He denied the fact. He was ſure the Duke of Rich- 
mond would deny the fact. Mr. Wyvill would deny it. It 
vas impoſſible to believe that the men whom miniſters had 
[ſent to the Tower could have entertained the abſurd hope of 
overturning the Government, at a time when Government was 
o remarkably ſtrong. There were among them ſome mer. of 
as brilliant abilities as any men now living (and he wiſhed 
that they had always directed their abilities to good ends)— 
they at leaſt could not be ſuſpected of the folly of a ſcheme ſo 
ridiculous and romantic. 'The Noble and Learned Lord had 
| aid, that this would not prevent an action for falſe impriſon- 


give complete indemnity to the Privy Council for all commit- 
ments - and he feared that this would be found to do the ſame. 
5 them therefore to go no further for that night at 
leaſt. | 1 
The queſtion was put, © That the Bill be now read a ſecond 
* time,” and carried in the affirmative. | DE 
It was then moved, „ That the Bill be committed,” 
which being carried, the Houſe went into a Committee of the 
whole Houle, the Earl of Cathcart in the chair, and went 
through the Bill. | | 5 | 
The Houſe being reſumed, Lord Cathcart reported that they 
had gone through the Bill without amendments. | 
Earl Stanhope then moved, © That the Houſe do adjourn ;” 
and the queſtion being put, it was negatived.. | 
| It was then moved, © That the Bill be now read a third 
5 time, and the Houſe divided: | N 


Contents — 92 
Not-contents 2 7 


Majority 88 
It was then moved, © That the Bill do paſs.” —Ordered. 
That a meſſage be ſent to the Houſe of Commons, ac- 
5 3 them therewith.” Ordered. Ts 
journed at paſt THREE in the morygyig. 
th P Hoo. 
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PROTESTS | 
Againſt the Bill for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act. 


3 Die Jovis, 22do Maii 1794. 

Moved, That the Bill, intituled, An Act to impower his 
& Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch Perſons as his Majeſty 
& ſhall ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt his Perſon and Govern- 
&© ment,” be read a firſt time, | | 

The queſtion was put thereupon. 

It was reſolved in the afhrmative. _ | 
Then the ſaid Bill was read the firſt time. 

DISSEN TIENT, | | 

Becaule I abhor the idea of eftabliſhing a dangerous and 
unconſtitutional ſyſtem of Letters of Cachet in this country, 

-  OTANHOPE, 
Die Jovis, 22do Maii 1794. 
Moved, “ That the Habeas Corpus Suſpenſion Bill be read 
& the third time fo ae 


F - 


Read accordingly. ES | 
The queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs?“ 
| Contents A 95 | 
Not-contents — 1 
Reſolved in the affirmative. 
DISSENTIENT, | 


1k, Becauſe no evidence has been laid before us, that this 
kingdom is at preſznt in thoſe circumſtances of imminent danger 
and imperious neceſſity which alone, in our opinion, would jut- 
_ tity even the temporary ſurrender of that ſacred fundamental 
law which is the ſole guardian of the perſonal liberty and ſe- 
curity of our fellow-ſubjects. None of thoſe circumſtances, 
either of foreign invaſion or of domeſtic inſurrection, or of 


formidable conſpiracy. now exiſt which induced our anceſtors | 
- tv commit their liberties to the perilous guardianſhip of a def 


potical authority. Inſtead of ſuch an unequivocal public dan- 

ger, which filences all deliberations and over-rules all laws, 
we are now required to veſt an arbitrary power in his Majeſ- 

ty's miniſters upon the authority of a detail of the offences ot 

individuals or ſocieties, whoſe ſtrength and numbers are not 

proved to our apprehenſion to be ſuch as would juſtify ſuch 3 

meaſure as the pr-ſent, eſpecially as the ordinary operation of 

the law is ſufficient to check the ſpirit which is ſuppoſed - 

' "i pre vai. 
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prevail. One of the worlt effects of the conduct of theſe 
Sccietie is their having operated as the inſtrument for former 
artificial pan cs, and as a pretext for former meaſures, in our 
opinion the moſt hazardous and pernicious. They continued 
the lame conduct without injury experienced by the Public, 
without acceſſion of ſtrength, without the proof of any change 
in their ſyſtems or deſigns. We cannot,-therefore, without 
betraying the truſt repoſed in us, conſent to reſign the liberties 
of all our felow-ſubjeCts to the diſcretion of the ſervants of 
the Crown, on no better ground than that of a catalogue of 
offences which have been long notorious to the whole king- 
dom. | £2. | | 
2dly, Becauſe even the proof that ſome individuals entet- 
tained thoſe deſperate deſigns which have been aſcribed to 
them would not, in our opinion, form any juſtification of the 
preſent meaſure. From the Revolution to the complete defeat 
| of the pretenſions of the Houſe of Stuart, the wiſdom of our 
anceſtors did not deem the exiſtence of a zealous, powerful, 
and indefatigable Jacobite party a ſufficient reaſon, without 
overt acts of rebellion, or actual exiſting conſpiracy, for ſub- 
jecting the perſonal liberty of the whole kingdom to the will 
of miniſters. Miſerable indeed, and precarious is our condi- 
tion, if, at the pleaſure of a handful of vifionaries and incen- 
diaries (characters which every age produces, and dilguilſes 
which the agents of every Government may aſſume), our 
| liberties are to be laid under a legal interdict, and miniſters 
are to be veſted with an arbitrary power over the perſons of all 
the freemen of this realm. | 5 

3dly, Becauſe, even if the danger had been as real and im- 
minent as is pretended, it might have been provided againſt 
by meaſures far leſs odious than that of depriving the ſubject 
of thoſe rights 'of perſonal ſecurity which diſtinguith the 
Britiſh conſtitution beyond any other free government ancient 
or modern, and changing it for the time from a government 
of law to a government of will. One expedient, compara- 
tively more moderate, is obvious, namely, to put the law re- 
ſpecting bail for miſdemeanours which affect the ſtate for a 
- limited time on the fame footing with bail in caſes of 
ö treaſon. 
; athly, Becauſe this Bill appears to us under a till more 
Wh clancholy. and alarming aſpect when we combine it with 
declarations which have been made by conſiderable perſons 
during the dependence of this Bill. Even this, the utmoſt 
extremity to which our anceſtors were ever driven, by the 
preſure of the greateſt danger, is but the prelude to a 1 
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1 
of meaſures (if poſſible) ſtill more violent and arbitrary. Th 
Theſe menaces too forcibly illuſtrated by ſome paſt meaſures, Debt. 
in our opinion of a rigour equally impolitie and odious, fill us Ad 
with the moſt melancholy apprehenſions that deſigns are enter- | 
tained, by a progreſſive ſeries of encroachments, to annihilate 
all the rights of Engliſhmen, and to extinguiſh all the free 
principles of the Britiſh conſtitution. | 7 5 
sthly, Becauſe the precipitation with which this Bill has Th. 
been hurried through the Houſe is both indecent in itſelf, and public 
directly repugnant to two ſtanding orders of this Houſe; one for ſu 
of the 28th of June 1715, and the other of the 28th of April $2 
1699; ſtanding orders, which inſure to this Houſe the adyan. 
tages of mature deliberation, and to the ſubject the invaluable "OH; 
privilege of petitioning againſt meaſures, which, like the pre. tion te 
ſent, are ſubverſive of his fundamental rights. 2 Eo 
ALBEMARLE, BEDFORD, * 26th 
LAUDERDALE, DERBY. pole. 
| | | | The 
if The following Noble Peers were the minority, in the divi- ſumm 
4 ſion on Thurſday, againſt. the Bill for ſuſpending the Hahea; Adj 
14 Corpus Act: | 
1 The Duke of Bedford Earl Stanhope 
= Marquis of Lanſdown Earl of Egmont 
4 Earl of Derby Earl of Thanet 
p Earl of Lauderdale Lord St. John | 
Earl of Albemarle | The 
R | PROXIES . 1 
| : | The 
| | Duke of Grafton Lord Chedworth Bills, 
+ HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
i Rece 
4 THuRsDAY, May 22. fun 
| The Newſpaper Stamp, Land Revenue, and the French Mr. 
Iſlands Corn Bill, were read a third time, and paſſed. ceſſary 
A new writ was ordered for Huntingdonſhire, vice Mr. vileges. 
Brown, appointed Steward of the Chiltern Hundreds. Houſe, 
Received a meſſage from the Lords, that their Lordſhip proper 1 
had referred the books and papers preſented by the Houſe of The cat 
Commons to a Secret Committee, and that the ſaid Committee eomplai 
was empowered to receive communications from the Commit- the Co: 
tee of the Commons. the caui 
Mr. Welbore Ellis moved, © That it be an inſtruction to | lous ma 
ec the Committee of this Houſe, to communicate with the Mr. I 
Committee appointed by the Lords.” Ordered. larly pu 


The 


ay 23. ]  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 125 


The Houſe in a Committee went through the Inſolvent 
Debtors Bill, when ſeveral new clauſes were introduced. 


Adjourn ed. 0 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

- FRIDAY, May 27. | 

The Royal Aſſent was given, by Commiſſion, to thirty 

ublic and fifty private Bills; among the former was the Bill 
for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act. 

22 | AMERICA, 

Me Marquis of Lanſdown gave notice that it was his inten- 
tion to make a motion on the affairs of America, as relatively 
connected with the intereſts of Great Britain, on Monday tte 
26th, and moved, That the Houſe be ſummoned for that pur- 


pole, | | 
The motion was agreed to, and the Houſe ordered to be 


ſummoned accordingly. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRI DAY, May 23. 


The Houſe in a Committee went through the Slave Carry- 
ing and Penitentiary Houſe Bills. 
The Mariners, Corſe Incloſure, and Briſtol Burial Ground 


Bills, were read a third time and paſſed. 
| TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS. 


Received a meſſage from the Lords, that they would proceed 
further on the Impeachment on Tueſday the 27th. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, that in times like theſe it was certainly ne- 
ceflary to ſupport every part of the conſtitution in its full pri- 
vileges. He had heard a matter which he would ſtate to the 
Houſe, arid then leave to them to ſay, what- ought to be the 
proper meaſures to be taken, if they ſhould reſolve to take any. 
The caſe was thus: A grave perſon in another Houſe had 
complained, that a pamphlet, purporting to be a Report of 
the Committee appointed by the Commons for inquiring into 
the cauſes of the delay in the Impeachment, contained libel- 
lous matter againſt the Judges of England. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, the Reports of that Houſe had been irregu- 
larly publiſhed for upwards of thirty years. Sometimes, it 
Was true, they were not a faithful record of their anos. 

See | but 
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but ſometimes they were. In this caſe, though it was in. 
tended to attack the bookſeller, yet the Managers were indi- 
T2Aly aimed at; and feeling, as he did, the conſtitutional 
ground upon which they had acted, he was ready to meet all 
the learning and wiſdom that could be brought to attack them, 
and tue ſooner the better. 

Adjourned. 


— — — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monnay, May 5. 
AMERICA, AND COPY OF INSTRUC IONS. TO LORD DOR- 
OR CHESIER, 

The Marquis of Lanſd;wn prefaced his motion by. obſerving 
that it had not been his intention to trouble their -Lord{hips 
again this ſeſſion, and he had indeed arranged matters tor 
going out of town that day, 'That intention, however, he 
found it his duty to diſpenſe with, though perhaps his ſilence 
or ſeceſſion might have been expected. And, indeed, though he 
had himſelf not the ſmalleſt deſire to ſecede or abandon his duty 
in any inſtance, ae wandered not that ſuch an idea ſhould be en- 
tertained, confidering what little effect all the arguments uſed 
by Noble Lords, who thought as he did, had produced. He 
had o>!crvea their Lordſhips with equal ſurpriſe and gratituds, 
hitening with great patience to long ſpeeches; and the more, 
as che event generally proved that their minds were pretty well 
made up before-hand, upon the ſubjects in diſcuſſion. He 
felt himſelf particularly obliged to them for their repeated 
attention, having found it neceſſary to trouble them ſo often 
of late. He never, however, had taken the liberty to intrude 
upon them, but when he thought he could add fome new 

natter to the argument, or throw ſome new light on the ſub- 
ject in queſtion. For his preſent intruſion he had only to ey, 
that he wiſhed not to let the ſeſſion flip without once more 
calling the attention of their Lordſhips to the ſtate of affairs at 
home and abroad. Miniſters at home were holding out unex- 
ampled ſeverity to perſons ſuppoſed to be guilty of certain 
plots and treaſons. A ſtrange idea had been held out, that 
new and unheard-of weapons were to be made uſe of to maſ- 
ſacre their Lordſhips. They were not, as of old, to be blown 
up by a gunpowder-vlot, but to be hacked, haſhed to pieces, 
and hewed with pikes, and God knew what. At a former 
period he had taken the liberty of directing the attention 
of their Lord:hips to the. neutral nations, and had pre, 
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the war, and the ſituation of this country, which, though af 
that time treated with light and inconſiderate regard, he was ſorry 
to experience, had unfortunately proved to be too fatal and too 
true. To the ſame objects, in ſome degree, he was reduced again 
to recur, by the extraordinary and impolitic ſyſtems we had ſo 
delufively adopted. Previous to the diſcuſſion of the particu- 
lar ſubject of his motion, he had begged leave to requeſt the 
patience of their Lordſhips to ſome obſervations which might 
be ſaid to be connected with it; therefore, he had ſaid what 
he had already ſtated; and he muſt ſtill further declare, that 
the unqualified ſeverity purſuing by Adminiſtration, was 
in his mind not only wrong in itſelf, but big with ſerious 
danger to the country from its probable conſequences. He 
conceived, that the real object of Adminiſtration ſhould be 
aſcertained, before their Lordſhips ſhould ſubmit to thoſe 
trials which the miniſters wiſhed to carry into effect. With 
reſpe& to the country, he was far from ſtating that it did not 
require ſome meaſures to inſure a continuance of the public 
tranquillity, and the beſt means of effecting it would, be by 
ſome mild, temperate, and neceflary reform, which would, 
he was perſuaded, tranquillize the public mind, and prevent 
thoſe harſh and ſtrong meaſures which miniſters had injudici- 
ouſly adopted. Jo preſerve peace and the public ſecurity, he 
would recommend, as moſt wanting and moſt eſſential, a re- 
form in the municipal government: He wiſhed to ſee the dif- 
ferent corporations conſiſt of independent gentlemen, capable 
of ſupporting their dignity, and acting with juicice- in their 
reſpeCtive ſituations. He would wiſh to ſee the magiſtrates 
men of character, and independent of miniſters. © On the 
preſent occaſion, the Marquis ſaid, he did not much admire 
obſerving his Majeſty's Attorney and Solicitor Generals em- 
ployed as they were at preſent; for a few days ſince he {eut 
bis agent to conſult them on particular buſineſs, but the anſwer 
he received was, that they could not be confuited, as they 
were then occupied in taking the examinations of perſons ſuſ- 
pected of treaſonable and ſeditious practices. He conceived that 
the preſent alarm was a libel on the character of Engliſhmen ; for 
every foreign miniſter with whom he had ever converſed, was 
warm in his panegyrics of ih: people of England, whom they 
pronounced the molt peaceable, and leaſt blood-thirſty, of any 
people on the ſurface of the globe. He was ſurprited and 
aſtoniſhed when he hat heard that the great officers of ſtate 
were employed in inſpecting inſtruments of crueity, calcu 
lated for the purpoſes of afſiuthration. It was, in his opinfon, 
a ſcandalous abuſe of time, which might be much more re- 
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ſpectably employed by miniſters, and with infinitely. more ad- 


vantage to the Public. 


On the ſubject of foreign affairs, the Marquis reminded their 


Lordſhips that he had, at the commencement of the ſeſſion, 
ventured to {tate his opinion to their Lordſhips; and nothing 
had occurred ſince, but what had ſerved to confirm him in his 
former ſentiments, and to preſent in a more forcible and 
ſtriking point of view the calamitous proſpect of affairs, in 
Flanders eſpecially. There were none of their Lordſhips who 
could remain blind to that ſituation. It was publicly 
known, and publicly ſpoken of; and nothing could appear 


invidious in dwelling on a topic that muſt neceſſarily and 


ought to be deeply impreſſed on the minds of their Lordſhips. 
We were engaged in a moſt diſaſtrous war—a war of fix 


Kings againſt a ſingle oppreſſed People, who were fighting 


for their opinions. A victory had that day been talked of, and 
that 12,000 men were ſlain. He mult be a hard-hearted man, 
who did not deeply lament a war pregnant with the ſpilling of 
ſuch oceans of human blood : But we had experienced diſgrace 
and defeat enough, to balance againſt a temporary advantage. 
Who was there, that had not been acquainted with the loſs of 
our artillery ? Who was there, that did not contemplate with 
horror the immenſe effuſion of human blood? It was well 
known that the allies were not. diſpoſed to continue the war; 
and the number of ſick ſince the commencement of the preſent 
campaign, which was little more than 81x WEEKS, exceeded 


in number the whole amount of the fick during the whole of 


THE LAST YEAR! He ſaid it was in vain that miniſters pub- 
liſhed partial Gazettes, or attempted to deceive the people. 
Every poſt came charged with horrible conviction. . Of what 
ſervice was it that our public accounts magnified each caſual 
advantage, or diminiſhed.every defeat? Was it not known, 
univerſally known, that the loſſes of our allies were concealed, 
while our diſplay of our ſucceſſes was made with every orna- 
ment that ingenuity could beſtow ? Did not every private let- 
ter confute theſe accounts? Had not what he had juſt men- 
tioned been made a common topic, viz. that we had loft more 
men during the two firſt months of the preſent campaign than 
in all the preceding one ? TED | 
The Low Countries were again in extreme danger; the in- 


| habirants openly condemned the war, and proclaimed their 


wiſhes for the enemy. The hoſpitals were loaded with ſick 
and wounded; commerce was ſtagnate; and our good friends 
the Dutch murmured at our conqueſts in the Weſt. They 
pretended to diſcover the cauſe of our engagement, and our 

| | | perſever- 
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Lerſeverance in the league, and complained that we had ſe- 
retly and excluſively gained poſſeſſion of the French Atlantic 
olonies, to monopolize the ſugar trade, to the ſevere injury 
of every other European State. | Y 

If the deſperate ſituation of Italy were looked at with re- 
ard to France, there we ſhould alſo find a people who re- 


5 xrobated our perſeverance in the preſent raſh and impolitic 
o Wlſhoftilities. It was the ſame with reſpect to Spain; and he 
ly akked miniſters;-if there were other events neceſſary to ſoften 
ar heir hard hearts, beſides the ſpilling the blood of 12,000 men, 
d vs aſſerted in their laſt diſpatches from Flanders? Theſe were 
8. horrid circumſtances to relate, or to reflect on; and the more 
x ſo, when it muſt be confeſſed, that we were not the nearer 
g our object. | | 

d Speaking of the aſtoniſhing muititudes of French who came 
„ forward in their armies after a ſucceſsful conteſt on the part of 
f the allies, attended with great ſlaughter of the enemy, the 


Marquis ſaid, that circumſtance alone might teach us, how 
utterly impracticable the war was with any hope of ultimate 
ſucceſs; and he could not better illuſtrate his aſſertion, than 
by reminding their Lordſhips of a converſation ſtated to 
have taken place between a Chineſe and Ruſſian miniſter, 
when Ruſſia was at war with the Chineſe. The Ruſſian 
boaſted, that with 1000 men his Court could beat a Chi- 
neſe army conſiſting of 15,000, You may, ſaid the Chineſe, 
but if you bring 2000 men into the field, we ſhall bring 
30,000, and ſo on in proportionate accumulation of immenſe 
armies, till you are wearied and worn out. This doctrine 
applied, he ſaid, ſomewhat cloſely to the preſent war, and 


the awful deſtruction of the human race. In a war, there- 
tore, attended with ſo much cruelty as the preſent war was, 
and with ſuch a waſte of men and money, it behoved mi- 
niſters to reflect deliberately, and with great care, on circum- 
ſtances, before they had the madneſs of increaſing its difficulty, 
and adding to its danger, by provoking a new enemy to enter 
the field againſt us. He had, he ſaid, great apprehenſions 
with regard to neutral nations. Our conduct towards them 
as it heretofore had ſhewn itſelf, had been moſt unjuſtifiable, 
particularly to Genoa and Turin, Sweden and Denmark. 
What had been ſtated reſpecting the conduct of the Britiſh 
| Court towards Tuſcany, a Noble Lord (Auckland) could, he 
truſted, completely confute. He wiſhed the Noble Lord 
would condeſcend to ſtate whether there was an article in the 
ireaty, ſigned by him in his official capacity, and the Grand 
Duke, that had not . cen laid before their Lordſhips: An ar- 
Vor, . 8 ticle, 


might be carried to the extent menaced by the Chineſe, to 
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ticle, which not only inſiſted on that Prince baniſhing emi. 
8 from his country, but ſuch of his e as the 


Britiſn Court thought proper arbitrarily to proſcribe. He 
wiſhed to have this circumſtance diſavowed ; and, therefore, 
he gave his Lordſhip an opportunity of explaining or dil. 
claiming the aſſertion. By our harſh conduct we had forced 
Sweden and Denmark into a treaty, which might produce the 
moſt ſerious conſequences to this country. He declared, he 
felt with concern the opportunity miniſters afforded their ene. 
mies of rejoicing and exulting over their failures at Corſica; 
the loſs of thipping, deſtroyed in a manner unheard of before, 
from whatever negligence it might have proceeded, was a h- 
mentable circumſtance ; and our failures in that quarter were 
looked upon, not only by our enemies, but many of our allies, 
as a diſgrace. | | 

Theſe being the ſtriking circumſtances of the war, common 
ſenſe would have ſuppoſed that miniſters would have acted 
with particular caution in reſpect to other neutral nations 
than thoſe he had mentioned, and not have fooliſhly provoked 
America, whom we ought to conſider as our relation, and to 
keep up, as it were, a family cempact with her, founded in 
friendſhip, in cordiality, and in ſincere good-will. To what 
extent ſuch an amicable conduct had been purſued, it would 
be only neceſſary to revert to the different official proceedings 
that had taken place with reſpect to them, and from thence to 
ſee of which they had any right to complain. He procecded 
to advert to the various grounds of grievance which the con- 
duct of Britiſh miniſters had afforded the Americans for com- 
plaint, and the accumulated cauſes of offence which they had 
given the United States. And, firſt of all, he complained of our 
conduct with reſpect to that part of the Treaty of Peace with the 
United States in 1783, which fixed the boundary and allotted to 


them the Barrier Poſts, of which they had never yet been put | 


in poſſeſſion, and were ſtill uneaſy on that ſcore. That point, 
the Marquis ſaid, had been negotiated and ſettled by thoſe who 
made the peace, after very great conſideration ; it made the 
limits of the United States complete. 
boundary, ferved as a limit to the eaſt, and, what was next 
to a natural boundary, the great lakes ſerved as a limit to the 
north-weſt, and the reſt was ſettled by the line of demarct- 


tion adjuſted and ſtated in the treaty. The neglect on our | 


part to fulfil theſe conditions had irritated the Americans, and 
induced ſuſpicions of our fair intentions towards them, and 
thoſe ſuſpicions and that jealouſy were rather increaſed than 


diminiſhed, by the circumſtance of our having aſſiſted the Por- 


tugueſe to enter into a truce with the Algerines and the States 
[7 | | | 5 
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5 
* of Barbary. That conciliation, he ſaid, was effected in con- 
te ſequence of the conſent of Portugal to join the league againſt 
lc the French. The Portugueſe, antecedent to that truce, had 
„ conſtantly oppoſed the Algerines, and kept a ſquadron of men 
if of war at the mouth of the Straits, for which he had heard 
ec various reaſons aſſigned; ſome attributed it to the old animo- 
he ity between them and the Barbary States; others, that it was 
he upon a ground of policy, Jeſt their marine ſhould fall entirely 
© to decay; and another reaſon was, that the fleet was ſolely 
45 intended as a check upon the Algerine rovers againſt the Ame- 
Y rican trade; and this ſeemed to him moſt likely to be the fact, 
is becauſe Portugal eould barely ſubſiſt without ſupplies from 
re that continent. In this point of view it was that our conduct 
55 ſtood condemned by the Americans, who were not at all re- 
concilable to the truce, as it was averred, on their parts, that 
n the truce was acceded to by the Barbarians, upon the expreſs 
et condition that it ſhould be kept a ſecret for ſix weeks. The 
"3 Wh conſequence of which was, that the fleet and ſhips of the Al- 
ed gerines were let out upon them at once, and perfectly un- 
x awares, greatly to their loſs and detriment, the fallies againſt 
1 American veſſels proving ſucceſsful, and 2 great number of 
y them were actually ſeized near Liſbon, which might have 


been avoided, if their owners had been appriſed of the nego- 
tation privately concerted, carried on, and ſettled between 
the Portugueſe, the Algerines, and this country. | 

| The next cauſe of offence to America, the Marquis ſtated 
to be the Order of Council of June 8, 1793, to ſeize all ſhips 
| (thoſe of Sweden and Denmark except21) laden with corn, to 
carry them into the firſt convenient port, there purchaſe the 
cargo for the uſe of his Majeſty, and paying what might 
be thought ſufficient for the- freight, to diſmiſs them. This 
ſurely was not only ſtrange and inſolent conduct to an inde- 


; We pendent nation, dictating with whom they ſhould trade, and 
o what place they ſhould carry their cargoes, but an act of 
ö ſingular cruelty and injuſtice, It was, indeed, an inſtance of 


cruelty unprecedented in the hiſtory of wars, of hermetically 
ſtarving twenty-ſix millions of people for matter of opinion; 
nor did any of the writers of the laws of nations ſtate it as a 
principle to prevent a neutral power carrying corn into a bel- 
Igerent nation; the reſtriction was only on arms and ammu- 
nition, but not on ſo neceſſary an article as corn, and the 
more important to America, as it was her ſtaple commodity, 
which was almoſt the only return ſhe could make for Euro- 
| pean ſupplies; . | | 

he Marquis here read an extract from a pamphlet, the 
better to enforce his argument. | 


8 2 Miniſters, 
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Miniſters, the Marquis ſaid, might poſſibly conſole them. 
ſelves in the enjoyment at home, of their places and emolu- 
ments; he would not diſturb their happineſs by moving for 
any papers relative to Tuſcany, Sweden, and Denmark; the 
fate of America, however, he truſted, was not to be decided 
by their nods, their ſhrugs, or ſupercilious treatment. He 
expected on this ſubject an explicit anſwer, before the Houſe 
precipitated into a war with that Republic. Miniſters ſhould 
conſider that our' commerce in that quarter. was a matter of 
infinite magnitude. "Theſe were not idle words, nor ſhoule 
they be treated lightly. Mercantile men were anxious to be 
informed, and ought to be informed, what Government meant 
with reſpect to America. Was it the determination to force 
them into the preſent league, or was there a fixed deſign to 
plunge this country into a war with that Republic? | 

The next point the Marquis referred to was the Order of 
Council of November the 6th, for capturing-all veſſels carry- 
ing any ſort of proviſion or ſtores to the French colonies. 
He remarked on the manner in which this order had been en- 


forced, pointing out the great ſingularity of the fact, that not 


one ſhip had been taken in Europe, although ſuch numbers 
had been captured in the Weſt Indies. From the 6th of No- 
vember to the 28th of March, upwards of 600 American 
veſſels were captured, or detained, in the Britiſh ports. This 
detention he greatly reprobated, becauſe it was continued 
after the hope of regular confiſcation was abandoned, becauſe 
the cargoes were damaged, and becauſe the owners, after all, 


received no demurrage, He reprobated the abſurd idea of 


- ſtarving the French, and the ſeizure of all veſſels bound from 
America to France, laden with wheat and flour. He con- 
demned this meaſure as unjuſt, and contrary to the law of 
nations; in fact, we had in this and other inſtances treated 
America more grolsly than any other neutral nation, although 
ſhe was entitled to the moſt favour from us. And at the ſame 
time, he declared, he diſapproved of the non-permiſſion of 
American veſſels to fail from the Britiſh ports in the iſlands, 
unleſs they gave ſecurity for the diſcharge of their cargoes in 
ſome Britiſh or neutral ports. This unprecedented infringe- 
ment of the laws of nations, it was notorious, gave ſerious 
alarm to the American merchants here, who made an imme- 
diate application to Government on the ſubject, determined 
to know on what they might depend, looking on it as a mea- 
| ſure calculated to produce a rupture between the two coun- 
tries. The order, however, was ſoon after revoked, which 
Was a tacit confeſſion on the part of miniſters of the injuſtice 
and illegality of the meaſure, 1 1 
| >" | 13 
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His Lordſhip read a letter from Mr. Jefferſon to Mr. Pink- 
ney, upon the ſubject of a categorical anſwer from the Britiſh 
cabinet, and the various applications to that effect. This letter 
was dated on the 18th of December. It complained of the 
ſilence of the Britiſh miniſters, and conſtrued that ſilence, as 
was natural, into contempt. The imprudence of provoking hoſ- 
tilities with America he demonſtrated by the contiguity of our 
Weſt India iſlands, by our retention of Canada, &c. by the 
quantity of manufacturers employed, by the yearly employment 
alſo of 230,000 ton of ſhipping, and by the danger our com- 
merce to the Weſt Indies would be expoſed to in ſailing along 


the vaſt and extenſive coaſt of North America. Canada, he 


ſaid, muſt fall, if we went to war with America. 

After much able argument, the Marquis proceeded at length 
to that ſubject which immediately cauſed him to trouble their 
Lordſhips that day, wiz. a paper which was publiſhed in the 


New York Journal, under the title of © An Extract from 


Quebec,” ſtating a ſpeech or diſcourſe held by Lord Dor- 
cheſter, in reply to Seven Tribes of Indians on the 1oth of 
February, of the Seven Villages of Lower Canada, as deputies 
from all the nations, except three. He Would read it, that 
their Lordſhips might know its contents. It was as follows: 

By a letter from a Gentleman at Burlington, in Vermont, awe 
are favoured with the following authentic copy of a Reply made by 
Lord DORCHESTER, 0 a deputation from Seven Tribes of In- 
dians, at a Council held at the Caſtle of St, Lewis, in the City 
of Quebec, on the 10th day of February laſt, | 


Reply of his Excellency Lord Dorcheſter to the Indians of the 
Seven Villages of Lower Canada, as Deputies from all the 
Nations who were at the General Council, held at the Miami, 
in the year 1793, except the Chawanoos, Miamis, and Loups. 

„ Children, | | | 
% have well conſidered your words, and am now prepared to reply. 
« Children, 

% You have informed me, that you are deputed by the Seven Villages of 
Lower Canada, and by all the Nations of the Upper Country, which ſent 
deputies to the General Council, held at the Miamis, except the Chawa- 
noos, Miamis, and Loups. | 

& Children, | 

„ You remind me of what paſſed at the Council Fire, held at Quebec, 

juſt before my laſt departure for England, when I promiſed to repreſent 

their ſituation and wiſhes to the King, their father; and expreſſed my hope 
that all the grievances they camplained of on the part of the United States, 
would ſoon be done away by a juſt and laſting peace. 

«© Children, 

“J remember all very well: I remember that they pointed out to me 
the line of ſeparation which they wiſhed for between them and the United 


States, and with which they would be ſatisfied and make peace. | 
5 0p | | « Children, 


134 


e< Children, vs 
J was in expectation of hearing from the people of the United States 
what was required by them; I boped I ſhouid have been able to bring 
you together, and make you friends, | 
c“ Children, | s : I 
% T have waited long, and liſtened with great attention, but I have not 
keard one word from them. h — | | | 
«© Children, | | 
I flatter myſelf with the hope, that the line propoſed in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, to ſeparate vs from the United 
States, which was immediately broken by themſelves as ſoon as the peace 
was figned, would have been minded, or a new one drawn in an amicable 
manner: Bere alſo I have been diſappointed, | 
& Children, | 
c Since my return, I find no appearance of a line remains; and from 
the manner which the people of the States puſh on, and act, and talk on 
this fide, and from what I learn of their conduct towards the fea, I ſhall 
not be ſurpriſed if we are at war with them in the courſe of the preſent year; 
and if we are, a line muſt then be drawn by the warriors, 
& Children, | 
« You aſk for a paſſport to go to New-York; a paſſport is uſeleſs in 
peace; it appears, therefore, that you expect we ſhall be at war with the 
States before you return. You ſhall have a paſſport, that, whether peace 
or war, you ſhall be well received by the King's warriors. 
6 Children, - | 7 
„They have deſtroyed their right of pre-emption, therefore all their 
approaches towards us fince that time, and all the purchaſes made by them, 
I conſider as an infringement on the King's rights; and when a line is 
drawn between us, be it peace or war, they mutt loſe all their improve- 
ment of houſes on our ſide of it. The people muſt all be gone who do not 
obtain leave to become the King's ſubjects. What belongs to the Indians 
will of courſe be confirmed and ſecured to them. 
« Children, 
ce What further can I ſay to you? You are our witneſs, that on our 
part we have acted in the moſt peaceable manner, and borne the language 
of the United States with patience, and I believe our patience is almoſt 
exhauſted. = | | 
« Given under my hand, at the Caſtle of St. Lewis, in the City of 
Quebec, on the 1oth day of February, in the year of our Lord 


1794. 


| (Signed) DORCHESTER. 
By his Excellency's command, 
(Signed) HEMAN WIsSIUS RYLAND,: Secretary.” 


The Marquis argued upon the dangerous conſequence of 
ſuch a paper, if it were authentic. He profeſſed to know 
little of its authenticity, and therefore he called upon miniſters 
to ſay whether there had been any thing in their inſtruc- 
tions to the Noble Lord to authoriſe the holding of ſuch lan- 
guage ? He could not believe that a man ſo reſpectable and 
diſcreet as Lord Dorcheſter would have held ſuch language 
without authority; but a paper of ſo extraordinary a ſort 
having appeared in print, could it, to any reflecting man, be 
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matter of ſurpriſe that the Americans had laid an embargo on 
our ſhips in their ports for thirty days? After all the exaſpe- 
rating circumſtances of our conduct, after condemning ſo many 
of their ſhips, could any Noble Lord, judging from his own 
feelings, wonder that they had been at length rouſed into 
active indignation ? And yet their moderation and forbearance 
had been moſt. exemplary. His pockets, the Marquis ſaid, 
were full of their proceedings, in which with temper, kind- 
- neſs, and regard for this country (the reverſe of what we had 
praiſed towards them), they had come to this meaſure with 
the moſt remarkable reluctance. Fleſh and blood, however, 
could not bear the outrages they had received. What motives 
miniſters could have for their treatment of the American peo- 
ple, what motive for involving this country with its old bre- 
thren, with that people whom it ought to be our deareſt wiſh 
to cheriſh and conciliate, he profeſſed he could not conceive. 
Had it been held by miniſters who oppoſed the peace that was 
made with the Americans, or who had declared they thought 
it a bad, improvident, ill-judged, and fooliſh peace, and that 
opportunities ought to be ſought, and ſeized on, for recovering 
What was then ſurrendered, it might at leaſt be accounted for, 
though not in our preſent circumſtances juſtified ; but the 
miniſters who had acted in this ſtrange way towards America, 
were ſome of them perſons who had aſſiſted in making the 
peace z who were well acquainted with the motives on which 
every part of the conditions of the peace was founded, and 
entirely approved of them; and their motives therefore were 
to him inſcrutable. Their meaſures tended to deſtroy all har- 
mony, all confidence, between this country and America. 
Had they changed their opinions with reſpect to America? 
He declared he was not an enemy to mens changing their 
opinions upon great political queſtions, as men might fee good 
and ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing ; but in ſuch caſes they ought 
with candour to ſtate the grounds upon which they had ſo 
altered their judgment. Did they mean to ſay that they were 
young men when the peace with America was made, that 
they were not experienced in buſineſs, and that they had been 
deceived by a man more experienced in State affairs than 
themſelves, in whom they placed indiſcreet confidence, but 
that they had ſince ſeen cauſe for changing their opinion on 
the ſubject? Undoubtedly they might reaſon in this manner, 
but no ſuch language had ever been uſed, They had never 
given a hint, that they at preſent thought otherwiſe of the 
American peace than they did at a former time. What argu- 
ments there might be againſt the reſtitution of the poſts ſti- 
| | | pulated 
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pulated to be given up by the treaty, he knew not; nor would 
he inquire into the previous circumſtances that occaſioned the 
contention between the two countries, which could not be re- 
curred to without exciting horror in the breaſt of every feeling 
and honourable man. He wiſhed not even to glance at thoſe 


. circumſtances. He wiſhed that the tranſaction with Algiers 


ſhould be totally ſtifled ; for no one part of our conduct would 
redound either to miniſterial or national credit. With great 
ſincerity he aſſured the Houſe, he had no other view in making 
the motion he ſhould conclude with, than to avert danger. It 
was not his wiſh to widen, but to heal, the differences between 
the two countries. His motion could not be attended with any 
miſchievous conſequences, becauſe it afforded miniſters an op- 
portunity of defence, by clearing themſelves from imputations, 
which, if falſe, might produce moſt dreadful conſequences, It 


they were true, it was fit to bring them forward, that the wiſ- 


dom of the Legiſlature might correct the raſhneſs of the Go- 


vernment. He had no hoſtility to miniſters in the affair. In 


private life, if a perſon was vilified, an honourable and candid 
man would fairly tell him what was imputed to him, that he 
might juſtify himſelf if right, or prove his innocence if af- 
perſed. He ſhould be happy to hear that the paper he had 
read, was not a genuine paper; that Lord Dorcheſter had had 
no ſuch communication with the Indians; and that it was a 
mere newſpaper ſtory, unfounded in fact. If this ſhould 
come out, his agitation of the matter could . not fail to do 
good, as it would ſerve only to tranquillize the minds of men, 
and open the way for perfect conciliation, which he moſt de- 
voutly wiſhed. After much ſtrong and general argument, the 
Marquis concluded with moving, © That an addreſs be preſented 
« to the King, praying that his Majeity would give directions, 
ce that there be laid before this Houſe, Copies of ſuch Inftruc- 
tions as have been given or ſent to Lord Dorcheſter, relative 
ce to all differences ſubſiſting between this Country and the 
% United States of America, as well as ſuch communications 
& as he may have made of conferences with the Indian Tribes 
&«& North-weſt of the Ohio, relative thereto.” 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he did not intend to enter into a diſcuſ- 
fon of the extraneous matter introduced into the ſpeech of ile 
Noble Marquis, not that every part of his ſpeech, whether im- 
mediately relative or not, did not appear to him to be moſt ſc- 
riouſly important and worthy of confideration, but he did not 
think his Majeſty's miniſters were in the leaſt indebted to the 
Noble Lord for giving them an opportunity to vindicate them- 
ſelves againſt that which appeared to him to be no 3 
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Thoſe meaſures which the ſervants of the Crown had thought 


it neceſſary to adopt with reſpect to neutral nations, had al- 
ready been diſcuſſed pretty much at large in that Houſe, and 
therefore it was unneceſſary for him to enter upon it at that 
time. With teſpect to what the Noble Marquis had been 
pleaſed to call the unexampled and unqualified ſeverity of our 
Executive Government; and the dangers which he ſuggeſted 
as likely to enſue, both from our conduct to foreign powers, 
and our internal policy, he would anſwer, that the conduct of 


the Executive Government, and that of the Legiſlature like- 


wiſe, had been ſo far from meriting that character, that he was 


confident both would be found, on a fair examination into 


circumſtances, to have been lenient, and perhaps in ſome in- 
ſtances criminally tender, to thoſe who deferved immediate 
puniſhment. | To what Aſſembly could the Noble Marquis 


addreſs ſuch language? Was it to their Lordſhips, who were 


in poſſeſſion of the conduct of thoſe, who, for the two laſt 
ears, aimed at ſubverting the conſtitution of the country? 

he fact waggeniably was, that inſtead of proſecuting for opi- 
nion, as th&Noble Lord had charged them, they had ſuffered 
thoſe opinions to go on for two years, until principles of a 


dangerous nature had been found not only to exiſt, but ready 
to be put in action. Comparing it with the conduct of ano- 


ther nation, who aimed at ſubverting the conſtitution of this 
country, who were ſaid to be at preſent fighting for liberty of 
perſon and opinion, and who on that account ought to be libe- 
ral as well as active, the miniſters of this country had been 
unuſually moderate and forbearing, as he had juſt ſaid, perhaps 
to a degree of criminality The Noble Marquis had talked of 
the intention of ſtarving the poor diſtreſſed country of France. 
Diſtreſſed and poor it was true ſhe was, and was earneſtly de- 
ſirous, from the introduction of her principles, to reduce every 
other country to a ſimilar ſituation. How then could blame 
attach to his Majeſty's miniſters, for having uſed ſuch precau- 
tions as would prevent the confequence of the introduction of 
that ruinous ſyſtem, and preſerve the protection of our laws, 
and the ſecurity offered to us by our conſtitution? There was 
ſcarcely an individual in the country who did not feel that 
England was called upon to go to war againſt the common 


enemy of mankind. The Noble Lord had alſo expreſſed his 


lorrow at the oppreſſions of ſo large a nation as France: That 
they were oppreſſed, ſeverely opprefled, was a lamentable fact; 
but by whom? Not, as the Noble Lord had faid, by the powers 
who had combined for the ſecurity of the peace of Europe, but 
by a ſet of barbarians, who had got into power, and who pre- 
ſerved that power by deluges of human blood. As to a great. 
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part of the ſpeech of the Noble Marquis, the conduct of Par. 
- liament had been a fair refutation of the calumny which it 
| ſeemed intended to convey. The calamities of war he be. 
lieved there was no good individual who did not lament az 
ſeriouſly as himſelf ; calamities, however, which were much 
more likely to be increaſed than diminiſhed by the language the 
Houſe had heard that day ; as it was more calculated to irri- 
tate the paſſions than to appeaſe them. While we were thus 
called upon to lament the calamities of war, it ſhould not be 
forgotten how we got into it. The war was a war that we had 
been conſtrained to enter into, after a long, a patient, and an 
unexampled forbearance of making any return to the many 
inſults and affronts that had been caſt upon us by France. At 
length, when it would have been diſhonourable to forbear any 
longer, we found ourſelves forced into a defenſive war; and 
that war we muſt carry on, let its conſequences be what they 
might. With regard to that part of the Noble Marquis's 
ſpeech which went to lament the calamities of the war, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, it was idle to ſuppoſe that his Majgſty's miniſ- 
ters did not feel, and deeply feel, thoſe events an calamities; 


but- thoſe calamities were aſcribable to the French, who ren- | 


dered the war barbarous by their ſanguinary conduct, and their 


-plundering of every village that fell into their hands. It was 


to be recollected, that if war brought on calamities, the miſ- 
fortune on our part was unavoidable; and the cauſe of it muſt 
be imputed to thoſe who commenced it, and not to us, who 
had no choice between hoſtility and diſhonour, or even de- 
ſtruction. | | | e 

With reſpect to the conduct of this country towards neutral 
nations, Lord Grenville ſaid, he was perſuaded that the more 
it was examined, the more it would appear to be conſonant to 
the ſpirit of the law of nations: He would go further, and 
aſſert, that if this country was blameable at all on that ſubject 
it was for having exerciſed an unuſual degree of lenity and 
forbearance: Let thoſe who entertained any doubts on that 
point, look into all that had been written by the beſt authors 
on the law of nations, under the article of ſelf-defence, and 
they would find that his aſſertions in this reſpect were ſtricti 


true. Much had been ſaid upon the liberality of the Engliſh | 


character; he agreed that it was a liberal character, and he 


hoped it would ever retain that feature; but he knew of no 


right the Executive Government had in exceſs of liberality to 


ſacrifice the intereſts of the country to the views of its ene - 


mies, while we were carrying on a defen6ve war. 
He came at length to a particular obſervation, which he 


thought himſelf called upon to make upon the object of the | 


motioꝝ 


Il on 5. 


Mar 26.] 


motion 0 
himſelf | 


not to CN 


he could 


what the 
and more 
of a Bri 
make a f 


tion: II 


do, was t 


The 1 
country 
reference 
plan whi 
and delib 
ſaid the 
doned, a. 
America 


| regard to 


country b 
pulse 
of the Ui 
enough t 
turn that 


| 1nany m 
peace, nc 


ſuppoſed 
have bee! 
more ady 
and the l. 
moſt adv: 
conyerſec 
who ente 
been nec 
and whet 


fore, be p 


conſidere 


vantage ö 
fulfil the 
other ſhoi 


| ations ſh 


affairs of 
ts part, f] 
eaty to 
28, whil 
vbuld be 


* ' 


Mar 26.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 39 


motion of the Noble Marquis. Whatever he thought, he felt 


himſelf bound in decorum, decency, and reſpect to that Houſe, 
not to exceed the limits of its rules and orders; all, therefore, 


| he could ſay was, that, be the motives of the Noble Marquis 


what they might, with his ſenſe of the duty of an Engliſhman, 
and more particularly with his ſenſe of the duty of a Member 
of a-Britiſh Parliament, - he ſhould not have been induced to 
make a ſpeech ſimilar to that which preceded the preſent mo- 
tion: That ſpeech having been made, all that the Houſe could 


do, was to prevent the effect it might otherwiſe produce. 
The Noble Marquis had ſaid, that the Government of this 


country had conducted itſelf unjuſtly towards America, with 
reference to the plan of our peace with the United States; a 
plan which the Noble Marquis maintained to be a wiſe one, 
and deliberately adopted ſeveral years ago, and which it was 
ſaid the Government of this country diſregarded and aban- 


| doned, and that we were at preſent purſuing meaſures with 


America which tended to involve us in a war with them. With 


| regard to the peace, as it had been adopted, he thought this 


country bound to abide by it. With regard to the line of poſts 
ſtipulated in the treaty of peace with America as the boundary 
of the United States, he had not been in Parliament early 
enough to remember the origin of the American war, or the 
turn that the debates took upon that ſubject; and though not 


| inany miniſterial office at the time, he had voted for the 
| peace, not becauſe he approved all the articles, but becauſe he 


ſuppoſed leſs conceſſions would have been made, if peace could 
have been obtained and concluded on better terms, and terms 
more advantageous to this country. - The fixing the boundaries 
and the line of poſts, he had never conſidered as the article of 
moſt advantage to Great Britain in that treaty, nor had he ever 
conyerſed with any individual who underſtood the ſubject, 
who entertained a different opinion. The article might have 
been neceſſary, as perhaps we could not have had better terms; 
and when concluded, they muſt be binding, and muſt, there- 
fore, be punctually obſerved ; all treaties however were to be 


| conſidered on terms of mutual and reciprocal benefit and ad- 


vantage to both the contracting parties; if one fide did not 
fulfil the conditions ſtipulated, it was an ample reaſon why the 


other ſhould not be over-forward to comply with all the ſtipu- - 
lations ſhe was bound to, fince it would be new, indeed, in the 


iffairs of ſtates, if a nation, making conſiderable ſacrifices on 
ts part, ſhould not expect to obtain alſo the advantages of that 
eaty to itſelf 3 ſuch never had been the conſtruction of trea- 
's, while they were to be interpreted by good ſenſe. It 
duld be jd! 


for him to ſay any thing more on that part of 
| | 0-2 A | the 
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the ſubject. He could have no intereſt, he ſaid it with ſince- 
rity, he had no diſinclination towards America; he had no 
deſire that we ſhould be on any other footing towards them than 
that of perfect amity and good correſpondence. He could ſay 


more; as to his conduct fince he had been charged with that | 
office which he now held, he had delivered it as his opinion, in | 


which he concurred with all public men he knew, that the 
Intereſt of America and Great Britain was to be on terms of 
friendſhip and good-will; and that this was mutual. By that 
principle, he would be bold to ſay, every part of the conduct of 
the Executive Government of this country had been uniformly 
governed, during the whole period fince the concluſion of the 
eace. The Noble Marquis had inſinuated to. the contrary: 
He ſaid that our Government had departed from' the terms : 
He really did not comprehend in what particular. What the 
reaſon for bringing forward the charge might be, he was per- 
fectly ignorant. Still more at a loſs was he to know in what 
this Government had diſgraced itſelf : He hoped that nothing 
of that ſort would be felt by this country. And ſo conſcious 
Was he of their endeavours to act unexceptionably, that he was 
ready to take his ſhare of the reſponſibility which belonged to his 
ſtation, for the advice he gave to his Sdvereign on that ſubject. 


A material cireumſtance, ſtated by the Noble Marquis as a2 


cauſe of offence and jealouſy to America, was our conduct 
with reſpeCt to Algiers ; and he could not refrain from ſaying, 
that if there were in this country any enemies to it and to 
America, defirous of propagating unfounded reports, for the 
purpoſe of alienating America from this country, he hoped 
they would miſs their object. He could have wiſhed that, 
when charges of a ſerious kind were urged againſt Govern- 
ment, they had been firſt examined and aſcertained before they 
were brought forward as matter of debate; it was, he obſerved, 
no light thing to be thrown out by a Noble Lord, who had 
filled the higheſt offices of the State, that this country was 
willing to provoke America to a war. It was not a trifling 
matter to make charges in that Houſe, and to ſtate that cer- 
tain reports had obtained credit: But he hoped and truſted 
they would make no more impreſſion than they ought to 
make. He wiſhed to ſtate briefly and plainly the caſe upon 


this ſubject, and their Lordſhips would fee whether it bore / 


the colour which the ſpeech of the Noble Marquis was calcu 
lated to impreſs. The conduct of the Executive Governmen 
upon this, as upon other ocdaſions, had been directed with 
view to repel Jacobin arms and Jacobin principles; and 
there was guilt in that conduct, he begged leave to ple 
guilty. With regard to the peace effected through his A 
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jeſty's mediation between the Portugueſe and the Algerines, 
could any man have imagined, that when Portugal, our old, 


our faithful ally, at the commencement of a war fo important 


as the preſent, was deſirous of making peace with the Barbary 
States, and ſolicited the King to interpoſe his good offices for 
the purpoſe, that his Majeſty's miniſters, for having taken the 


oper meaſures to atchieve that object, ſhould be accuſed of 


7 
gas acted improperly, or of having done more or leſs than 
their immediate duty? His Lordſhip declared, that he would 
not heſitate in affirming, that this country could not poſſibly 
feel any repugnance on that ſubject. In conſequence of this 
feeling. on the part of Government, orders were ſent to nego- 
ciate a peace between Portugal and the Barbary States. This 
negociation in part failed, a peace was not concluded, and the 
mediation of Great Britain could only procure a truce, 'The 
miniſter, on that occaſion, had conducted himſelf in a manner 
that did him honour; but it was by no means true, that that 
truce, as far as he was informed, was kept a ſecret for any ſiniſ- 
ter purpoſe, or any longer than the nature of the tranſaction 
rendered it neceſſary. Indeed he little expected to have 
heard a charge from the Noble Marquis, either in reference to 
this point or to that which accuſed miniſters of wiſhing to pro- 
yoke a war-with America, which could be conſidered as little 
leſs than a calumniatory libel on his Majefty's Government. 


The Noble Marquis had proceeded to the Order of Govern- 


ment in Council of June 8, and he muſt confeſs that his ob- 


ſervations on this part of the ſubject were extraordinary in- 


deed. He confeſſed he did not expect to hear that it was a 
crime on the part of this country to ſeize, not for condemna- 
tion, but merely to :detain, afterwards to value, and then to 
pay for the cargo of ſhips laden with corn, that were on their 
voyage for the purpoſe of ſupplying our enemy. He thought 


nothing was plainer in the principle of the law of nations, than 


that we had a right to detain ſhips laden with proviſions for 
the enemy, if we paid the full value for them afterwards. 
Indeed, he thought when we ordered theſe ſhips not to be con- 
demned, but to be purchaſed, we did not inſiſt fully on the law 
of nations in our favour, but relaxed even from the ſpirit of 
that law, having granted to America advantages that had not 
been allowed to Sweden and ro Denmark: Miniſters would 
have been juſtified by precedent in proceeding very differently 
againſt America upon this ſubject, but all poſſible care was 
taken to afford the United States all poſſible favour and ad- 
vantage. With reſpect to the charge againſt the Order of 
Council of the 6th of November, he could wiſh their Lord- 
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whole of the objections the Noble Marquis had 
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larity of the circumſtances which occaſioned it. The French, 
feeling themſelves unable to bring their cargoes directly to 
Europe, had gone with the whole produce of their Weſt India 
iſlands to America, and waiting there an opportunity to come 
home with ſafety, to meet this circumſtance the order was 
made, and it ought to be confidered in its true light as a tem- 


porary meaſure, merely adopted with a view to a particular 


object, and when that object was at an end, it was revoked 
and taken off. This revocation, he acknowledged, was partly 
produced by the requiſition of a body of individuals, who 
ſtated, that it might poſſibly be attended with inconveniences 
and injury. But America could take no juſt cauſe of offence 
at the order, iſſued as it had been to meet a caſe of ſudden 
emergency. Thus, then, he conceived, he had "x ee to the 

een pleaſed 
to bring forward, extraneous as they were to the ſubject ; and 
to come at laſt to the real object of the motion, in his opinion 
it had not been ſupported in the ſmalleſt degree. The paper, 
which the Noble Marquis had read from the New-York Ga- 
zette, he could only ſay for himſelf, he knew nothing of; he 


© Had never ſeen it, nor had he heard of it, before the Noble 


Marquis produced and read it. What ſupport then could be 


faid to be given to that motion, which was defended only by 


an extract of a letter inſerted in a newſpaper ? It was impoſ- 


_ Gble for him to argue either its propriety or impropriety upon 


fuch ſtender grounds. It might be falſe, it might be true; but 
he thought a New-York newſpaper was not a ſufficient ground 
for a Parliamentary proceeding. If it was true, it would be 
authentically tranſmitted to Government by the Noble Lord 
whofe name it bore, and it would then be time enough to pro- 
ceed upon it; but it was not proper in reſpect to the charac- 


ter of that Noble Lord, not proper in reſpect to their own 


characters, for their Lordſhips to proceed upon it without ſome 
better authority. He knew this paper only from the New- 
York newſpaper ; he confeſſed he had no. inclination to diſcuſs 
before their Lordſhips the contents of a New-York newſpaper; 
and he could not do ſo much injury to the Noble Lord, who 
was ſuppoſed to have made uſe of thofe expreſſions, as to give 


an opinion upon them. He hoped that nothing would occur 
to occaſion a difference between the two countries; and much 
dependence, he thought, might be ſafely placed on the pru- 


dence, talents, and experience of the Noble Lord who pre- 
fided at Quebec. His opinion therefore was, that the fpeech 


of the Noble Marquis was not conſonant with his motion, nor 


did it go to the extent of eſtabliſhing the propriety of e. 
to this motion. He did not believe that either, w yy 
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might be the intention of their author, would have the effe& 
of producing any advantage to this country. He believed that 


they would produce ſome diſadvantage; and, in his judgment, 


their Lordſhips would increaſe that 3 by lending 
either their countenance; he ſhould, therefore, feel it his duty 
to give the motion a direct negative. „ oo IE 
De Duke of Grafton and Lord Sydney roſe together; but Lord 
Sydney ſitting down, the Duke ſaid, he roſe to give the Noble 
Marquis his hearty ſupport ; he reminded their Lordſhips that he 
had before expatiated on the unfortunate war in which miniſters, 
by their neglect or miſeonduct, had plunged this country; and 
to the laſt moment of his life, he declared, he ſhould attribute 
the calamitous ſituation in which this country was at preſent 


involved, to the erroneous policy adopted by the preſent Ad- 


miniſtration, Their Lordſhips, he ſaid, ſhould not accuſe 
him of treading on grounds that had been trodden before, or 
of uſing arguments that had been ſo frequently uſed; but he 
would contend, that whoever looked at the ſituation of the 
country, not with a deſponding, but with a melancholy eye, 
would be convinced that Great Britain was not prepared to 
endure any new misfortune. His Grace denied the argument 
that either the motion of the Noble Marquis, or his ſpeech, 
could irritate America, or do harm between the two countries: 
Juſt the contrary, All that had that day paſſed in the Houſe, 
would convince America how anxious Noble Lords were to 
prevent any ground for ill-humour, any cauſe for complaint, 
and how ſincerely deſirous they were to maintain that ſort of 


union with America, which the Noble Marquis had ſignificantly _ 


termed a Family Compact. He hoped that it would convince 
them, that in this country there were no dark-laid ſchemes, 
no ambiguous ſyſtem of policy, but that an open and manly 
mode of conduct was adopted. The Noble Secretary of State 
had ſaid he was not anſwerable for any thing that appeared in 
a New-York newſpaper z but there were facts perfectly noto- 
rious which required explanation. We all knew that an em- 
bargo had been laid on the ſhips of America: If there had not, 
he begged to be better informed. He wiſhed that this coun- 


try ſhould afſure America of its determination to act fairly; - 


for if it ſhould come to paſs that this country and America 
mould lift up their arms in hoſtility to each other, then he 


ſhould ſay we ſhould conſider the relative fituations of the two 


countries, and compare them; but he wiſhed them to be con- 
ſidered as really united under a Family Compact; and God 
forbid the day ſhould arrive when they ſhould be- otherwiſe! 
The Noble Secretary of State had declared, that he never ſaw 


the paper produced by the Noble Marquis. That was not 
OE | enough; 
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enough; he wiſhed the Noble Secretary of State to go one 
Rep further, and to tell their Lordſhips whether there was any 


thing in the inſtructions ſent to Lord Dorcheſter, that-war. | 


ranted the ſpeech ſaid to be made by him; or authoriſed him 
to hold ſuch a canverſation with the Indian delegates from 
the Indian tribes : It was a link of the chain which the Ame. 
ricans, whether rightly or wrongly, had conſidered as a pre- 
meditated hoſtility againft- them. What would be the infer- 
ence from filence on this occaſion ? He begged, he implored 
the miniſter to give the Houſe ſome information upon the ſub. 
ject; a ſingle word might avert tremendous evils: His Grace 
remarked upon the importance to America of the Orders of 
Council, as they affected the export of corn, which was the 
ſtaple of the United States. He concluded by declaring, that 
of all wars, a war with America would moſt excite his ab- 
horrence. 5 | OS | 
Lord Sydney began with an apology to the Duke of Grafton, 
and declared that it had been far from his meaning to have in- 
_ terrupted his Grace; but having lived in habits 2 intimacy all 
his life with the Noble Lord alluded to in the courſe of the 
Noble Marquis's ſpeech, he was anxious to do juſtice to his 
character. His Lordſhip then ſpoke in high terms on the 
ability with which Lord Dorcheſter had diſcharged his duty in 
the various capacities in which he had been employed in the 


ſervice of his country ; and after ſome arguments on the man- | 


ner in which the knowledge of Lord Dorcheſter's ſpeech had 
been communicated to the Houſe, contended, that admitting 
the ſpeech that the Noble Marquis had ſaid to have been 


ſpoken by his Lordſhip, it did not contain any application to 


his Majeſty's miniſters; he thought, therefore, ſufficient reli- 


ance might be placed upon the ability of Lord Dorcheſter, to | 


give their Lordſhips aſſurance, that he would not be the cauſe 
of a breach with America; nor did he think any reliance 


ought to reſt on an article which appeared in a newſpaper. 


He ſhould therefore vote againſt the motion. 


The Earl of Lauderdale aſſured the Houſe, that after the able 


| ſpeeches of his Noble Friend and the Noble Duke, he ſhould 
not have conceived it neceſſary to have troubled their Lord- 
ſhips with any obſervations, if ſome remarks. which had fallen 
from the Secretary of State and the Noble Viſcount, had not 
rendered ſuch obſervations indiſpenſibly neceſſary. It had 


lately become a faſhion to talk much of extraneous matter, 
and, in compliance with the faſhion, it had been ſaid by the 


Secretary of State, that a great part of the ſpeech of the Noble 


Marquis was extraneous. For his own part, he had never 
heard arguments leſs extraneous than thoſe that had been ſtated 
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in that ſpeech. The Noble Secretary, while he complained of 
extraneous matter in ſpeeches, had himſelf made a ſpeech the 
moſt extraneous that had been heard that night. 'The Noble 
Marquis, before he made his motion, . alluded to a paper pub- 
liſhed at New-York, and called upon the Secretary of State to 


explain it, as he thought the contents, if true, might involve 


us in a war. The Noble Secretary of State ſaid, he knew 
nothing of the paper, and then proceeded to pronounce a 
panegyric on the conduct of the Executive Government of the 
country; and yet in this way others were to be accuſed of in- 
troducing extraneous matter. It had been ſaid, that events of 
importance had lately occurred in America, which events it 
had been thought neceſſary to diſcuſs, Was there, he would 
aſk, any thing extraneous in ſo doing? Yet, even admitting 
that there was, he would contend, that the example alledged 
to have been ſet by the. Noble Marquis, had been in every 
reſpect imitated by the Secretary of State; for the former had 
not touched upon any ſubject, of which the latter had not 
entered into as deep a diſcuſſion as the ſubject would 
admit. | 5 ; 

His Lordſhip ſaid, the Noble Marquis had naturally been 
led to a view of the ſtate of affairs at home and abroad, becauſe 
| his Lordſhip required it. How far his obſervations reſpecting 
both had been anſwered, he would leave to their Lordſhips 


judgment. With regard to that part of the Secretary of 
State's ſpeech, which related to the lenity of the Executive 


Government, as to our internal affairs, his Lordſhip repro- 
bated it ſeverely. Did the Noble Secretary, he would aſk, ſuppoſe 
that their Lordſhips had loſt all memory upon the ſubject? 
To what part of the hiſtory of this country could men look for 
ſuch 2 of coſfee-hquſe ſpies and informers as were at 
this time encouraged and protected? Had the Noble Seeretaryno 
recolleQtion of ſome recent proſecutions, marked with a pecu- 
liar degree of harſhneſs and ſeverity ? Had he forgotten what 
had paſſed in that and another Houſe of Parliament, on the 
ſubject of ſentences paſſed in a diſtant part of the kingdom? 
He owned he was ſurpriſed to hear miniſters,call for inſtances 
of ſeverity, with ſuch caſes in their minds; And yet the 
Noble Secretary of State had aſſerted, that ſo far from theſe 
proſecutions having been entered into with eagerneſs, Go- 


rernment had waited till the offences to which they applied 


had ripened into action. He had heard, indeed, ſomewhat 


of this ripeneſs; but he contended, that it had alone been | 


attempted to be provoked by declamation, 'The Secretary of 
State ſhould have proved wo any of theſe deſigns had been 
followed up by action; ſo far from having done this, he was 
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unable to prove that there was any probability they ever would 
The Government had, nevertheleſs, proceeded as if the country 
was in a ſtate of actual rebellion; this was the notable proof 
which the miniſter had to give of the criminal tenderneſs of 
the Execative Government. He could not help obſerving, 
that when the Secretary of State talked of the Noble Marquis's 
declamation, he was himſelf adopting the ſame error with 
which he found fault, and was attempting to prove, by decla- 
mation, that the country was in a ſtate of rebellion. The 
Secretary of State having thus finiſhed his obſervations on the 
internal ſtate of the country, and talked of plots, which, if 
they were formidable, miniſters had themſelves foſtered ang 
nurſed till they came to maturity; had proceeded to the ſtate 
of our external affairs, roundly afferting, that Great Britain 
had been forced into the war on defenſive grounds. Without 
travelling over the old arguments, his Lordſhip contended, 


that it was a farce and a mockery to ſay that the country was | 
Granting, however, that it was | 
defenſive at its commencement, no one, he affirmed, would | 


acting now on the defenſive. 


deny that the principle of the war had been changed, and that 
the country was and had been acting offenſively. What! 
engaged in a defenſive war, and ſeize all the French Weſt 
India iſlands! Engaged in a defenſive war; and declare that 
peace ſhall not be made, till the conqueſt of France be com- 
pleted! This was the moſt curious mode of proving a defen- 
five war, that the imagination of man could deviſe. It was a 
mode of proof, which ſet at defiance all the arguments uſed 
dy all authors who had ſaid, that though a war might be purely 

defenſive at its commencement, yet that the manner in which 
that war might be carried on might change it from a defenſive 
to an offenſive war. The Secretary of State had again called 
the war a conteſt for our juſt rights, and for the cauſe of juſ- 


tice, morality, and religion; and this was to be an anſwer to 
a charge of our having diſregarded the faith of our treaty with | 
the Americans. Such was the language of the Noble Secretary 


of State; and yet the Noble Secretary was the perſon who 
accuſed other Naple Lords of introducing a great deal of extra- 
neous matter. It had been alledged againſt the Noble Marquis 


that he had adduced no facts. This allegation was: by no 


means correct; facts had been adduced, and facts of a ſtrong 
nature. Was not the Order of Council of the 6th of 


November a fact? by the revocation of which Order, miniſ- 
ters had, in the moſt forcible manner, condemned their own 
conduct. Was not the condemnation of American ſhips in the 
Weſt Indies a fact? Condemnation which had proceeded on 
the ſuppoſition, that the conveyance of fugar from 1 | 
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Indies to America, was a proof that the ſugar was the,produce 
of the French Weſt India iſlands. - Having completed the dif- 
cuſſion of the Noble Marquis's ſpeech, the Secretary of State had 
thought it decent to difcuſs the motives. which had induced the 
Marquis to make that ſpeech. It would, in his opinion, have 
been more ſatisfactory to have diſcuſſed the ſpeech more ably, 
than to have thus made any obſervations on the motives. Was 
the Noble Lord prepared to ſay, that diſcuſhons even of ſub- 
jects upon which no regular documents were before the Houſe 
were improper ? Had his Lordſhip forgotten the debates on the 
Ruſſian Armament, which debates. had prevented a war, and 
had induced the miniſters to lower their language, and deſcend 
from arrogance to humility? With regard to the conduct of 
Adminiſtration towards neutral powers, his Lordſhip. main- 
tained it to be contrary, in all reſpects, to the law of nations. 
Having: given inſtances of this to illuſtrate his argument, he 
touched upon the motives of the Noble Marquis, who brought 
forward the motion, which he juſtified. Having ſtated that jt 
would be more ſatisfactory to the people, to hear from Go- 
vernment that Lord Dorcheſter's ſpeech had not been author- 
iſed by his inſtructions, his Lord{lip expreſſed his deteſtation 


of a war with America; and he declared, that the preſent 


war with France was viewed by every man in the kingdom as 
the moſt calamitous conteſt in which Great Britain had ever 
the misfortune to be engaged. He concluced with ſaying, that 
he ſhould give his aſſent to the motion. 16 , 0 H 55 
The Earl of Carliſle ſaid, he would detain their Lordſhi 
but a few minutes, with two or three obſervations. The | 
Noble Marquis ſeemed to think a war with America highly 
probable. He hoped not; and, from his private information 
from America, he was inclined to believe the wiſh of the two 
countries for peace to be mutual. It was clearly not the intereſt 
of either country. to differ, and when America ſaw that Great 
Britain had revoked her Order of Council of November laſt, as 
it would evidently. ſhew that this country was inclined to relax, 
he believed the United States would be equally willing to relax. 
He agreed with the laſt Noble Speaker in his opinion reſpeQ- 
ing a war with Americs; at the ſame time, he wiſhed it not 
to go into the world, that any perſon in that Houſe had the 
ſmalleſt inclination to a rupture with the United States. It 
appeared to him, notwithſtanding they had laid an embargo 
upon the veſſels, that they alſo wiſhed to keep upon good 
terms with this country. This might be drawn from the dif- 


ferent debates which their Lordſhips might know had taken 


pron pen the ſubject, in all of which a diſpoſition to avoid 
ſtilities plainly appeared, and it was for the mutual | 
5 | US > 0 
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of Great Britain and America to. continue upon terms of 
friendſhip; for the reaſons he had ſtated, he had no doubt 


«of ſuch being the event. With regard to the extract that had 


been read from à New-York newſpaper, he thought it a very 
inſufficient ground for a Parliamentary proceeding, and there- 
fore he ſhould give his diſſent to the motion. 5 

' The Earl of Coventry reminded the Noble Marquis, that he 
had once ſtood alone in that Houſe againſt the American war, 
and that a few days before the motion was made in the other 
Houſe, that ultimately ended in a concluſion of the war and a 
change of Adminiſtration, he had intended to make a ſimilar 
motion in that Houſe; but on confulting the Noble Marquis 
in an adjoining apartment, he found the Noble Marquis could 
Not concur in tt, and therefore he returned into the Houſe, and 


ſtated that he had changed his mind. With regard to the | 


paper read from the New-York Gazette, to ground a motion 
on it, was to combat a ſhadow, as, in fact, there was nothing 
to conteſt with; and therefore he ſhould give the motion his 
negative. — by "TER | ; | 
The Earl of Radnor thought the ſubject a delicate one, and 
hoped they would be unanimous in rejecting the motion; but 


he could not agree that a newſpaper was not a ſufficient Parlia- | 


mentary ground for calling on miniſters for explanation. Any 
paper whatever, or even a Peer's imagination, of a matter of 


importance, was, in his mind, ſufficient ground for the agi- 
tation of a queſtion upon the ſubject in that Houſe, It reſted 


with their Lordſhips to judge whether the motion ſhould be 
aſſented to; that muſt depend upon the arguments for and 


againſt it. After ſtating his arguments ſtrongly, his Lordſhip con- 


cluded with declaring, that he ſhould vote againſt the queſtion. 
The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that the Noble Marquis had 
not laid any plauſible ground for his motion; and, indeed, 
the extraneous matter which was contained in that part of his 
ſpeech which he heard, was defended in a ſingular manner, 


by obſerving, that the Noble Secretary of State had gone over | 


the ſame ground in his reply. © It may certainly be very proper 
and very neceſſary, not to leave unanſwered that which it 
might have been originally very improper to preſs on the pub- 


lic attention. As far as it appears to the Houſe, the Noble 


Marquis has read, in the American newſpapers, ſomething 
which difpleaſes him in Lord Dorcheſter's ſuppoſed anſwer to 
ſome unſtated meſſage from the Indian tribes, and he thereforc 
deſires that his. Majeſty's miniſters may lay before the Houſc 
all the inftruQtions given to Lord Dorcheſter, relating to thc 


* By General Conway, on the 22d of February 1782. 
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differences between the American States and thoſe Indian 


tribes, and the ſeveral accounts which they may have received 


reſpeRing thoſe differences. The Noble Marquis muſt either 
eſtabliſh that it is conſiſtent with Parliamentary wiſdom to call 
for the production of ſubh inſtructions and accounts reſpeQing 
a negoctation to accommodate the differences between two na- 
tions; matters in their nature of probable ſecrecy 5 and to do 
this upon not the ſlighteſt ground ſtated; for an article of a 
newſpaper which may be falſe or trye, is certainly not autho- 
rity to found a Parliamentary proceeding upon; and the mo- 
tion muſt be equally admiſſible upon no ground, as ſuch 
ground (though not ſubſiſting) may be made for the purpoſe. 
The Noble Marquis may have inſerted the paragraph himſelf; 


I do not impute it to him; but any Noble Lord may make the 


ground of ſuch a motion, if it did not exiſt, by N 
inſerted in the newſpaper. The Noble Duke (Grafton) does 
not go the length of the Noble Mover; but he makes as ſingu- 


lar a propoſal: He intreats the Noble Secretary to ſatisfy his 

curioſity by going one ſtep farther than he had done, and ac- 
' quaint him what inſtructions had been given to Lord Dorcheſ- 
| ter, to make this anfwer to a meflage which they could not 
know would be made; on either or both theſe grounds the 


propoſition was — objectionable.” 8 


The Earl of Mansfield declared, he did not intend to add 


much to the length of the debate; but merely wiſhed to utter 
' a few ſhort ſentences. His Lordſhip firſt took notice of that 


part of the argument of his Noble Friend, the Earl near him 
(Lord Lauderdale), which referred to the trials for ſedition, 


held before the Court of Juſticiary of Scotland, and the judg- 
ments pronounced upon the perſons convicted on thoſe ti ials. 
That queſtion he conſidered as a queſtion decided upon and 
{ufficiently ſettled, as the conduct of the Judges and the Court 
had been placed on the vantage-ground of having been ſanc- 
tioned by their Lordſhips' explicit approbation. All, there- 
fore, that might now be ſaid on that ſubject, might be conſi- 
dered as wanton and uſeleſs declamation; and, however 
ſtrong the arm that threw the javelin of calumny againſt 
miniſters in that reſpect, and in various others touched on by 
the Noble Marquis and thoſe Noble Lords who ſupported his 
motion, he was perfectly ſure it would be found zelum belle 
fine ict. The neceſſity of the war had, he ſaid, been ſo often 
diſcuſſed, that it was at this time pretty generally underſtood. 
e was ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the Noble Earl's reaſoning on 
that point; the Noble Earl had been betrayed into a ſtrange 
confuſion of terms, or he could not have talked as he had 
done of offenſive and defenſive war. The meaning of deſen- 
855 5 ſire 
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ward, 


[Lox oy, 
| five war, univerſally agreed upon, was to repel attacks, and ward, 
to give the enemy as many thruſts as he laid himſelf open to, not mil 
The object of defence was clearly two- fold; to defend with and the 
precaution and ſkill, and to attack the affailant wherever yu]. maintai 
nerable. The Noble Marquis, his Lordſhip ſaid, had aſſerted deſolate 
that ſix Kings were united againſt a ſingle, poor, oppreſſed made it 
country. He would not enter into reaſoning upon that aſſertion; what re 
but he ſcarcely thought the multitudes dragged to the ſcaffold The . 
in Paris died contented, hecauſe they died the death of Kings, the No 
With regard to the corn of America, under the peculiar circum- been re 
ſtances of the war, he thought the meaſure perfectly juſtifia- fo, TI 
ble; and was at a loſs to reconcile to his underſtanding, ſuch there cc 
as it was, how the Americans could be ſtated to be ſufferers, | Lord 
having received the full value of their cargoes ſeized in Britiſh he had 
guineas, inſtead of French aſſignats. It was to be recollected, queſtior 
that Paris had been declared by its rulers to be in a ſtate of to the ſi 
blockade; if ſo, it muſt be-admitted to be warrantable on our Noble I 
wk to intercept all ſupplies. One word or two his Lordſhip be injur 
gged leave to ſay to the particular and immediate ſubjed of cealed ; 
the motion: And firſt, he thought it neceflary to obſerve, that their Lc 
the New-York Gazette. was of no more authority than any never v 
other newſpaper ; miniſters were therefore warrantable in not anſwer | 
anſwering the queſtion of the Noble Duke. Beſides, every Wh ould 
one of their Lordſhips who knew any thing of the nature of their co 
diplomatic concerns, could not be ignorant that it was impoſ- Earl 
fible for miniſters to tie down foreign agents ſo as not to allow Secretar 
them the diſcretion of acting in particular caſes, as the cir- preſſion 
cumſtances of the caſe ſhould require. The lot of the am- Could ne 
baſſador or governor of a foreign power was not to be the ſup) 
envied, if he were denied a proper latitude of diſcretion, or in the D 
his ſecret inſtructions were incautioully to be divulged in com- true. I 
3 with the compromiſe proffered by the Noble Duke. . Seneral 
is Lordſhip ſaid, he ſpoke feelingly, becauſe he had been in 0 collec 
the ſituation. He profeſſed great reſpect for Lord Dorcheſter, tions ma 
as a man, whoſe military and civil character he had always general! 
Heard highly praiſed; he had not the honour to be much per- could nc 
ſonally known to him, but he could not refiſt giving credit to Noble L 
merits which every body allowed that Noble Lord. | Lord 
The Duke of Grafton ſaid, that he meant no compromiſe, b reply 
nor any thing like a compromiſe. The Noble Lord in office reaſonin 
had gone one ſtep in denying that he had ſeen the paper; all he peal to 
wiſhed, therefore, was, that the Noble Lord would go a ſtep fur- what thi 
ther, and as he had explained the Order of November laſt, to Earl 
do the ſame in this inſtance, and not get rid of the queſtion by ſtate wh 
an eluſive anſwer. He thought, and he was till of opinion, The 1 
that when a matter of ſo much conſequence was brought for- had expe 


ward, on the notoriety which this tranſaction had, it would 
not miſbecome miniſters to give ſome ſatisfaction to the Houſe 


and the country on the ſubject. It was not the trueſt way of 


maintaining their dignity z and it would be poor conſolation to 
deſolated mankind, to be told that the forms of the Houſe 
made it inconvenient for them to take into their conſideration 
what regarded the fate of nations. | 


The Marquis Townſhend ſaid, in his mind, the conduct of 


the Noble Secretary had been perfectly fair. A paper had 
been read, of which he knew nothing, and he had fairly ſaid 
fo. They had nothing, therefore, before them, upon which 
there could be a queſtion. | 4 
Lord Grenville denied that he had given an eluſive anſwer 
he had not uſed the ſmalleſt prevarication; he had met the 
queſtion - fairly, and given a direct reply. Feeling it his duty 
to the ſituation he held to be filent upon the propoſition of the 
Noble Duke, he was determined the public intereſt ſhould not 
be injured by his divulging what he knew ought to be con- 
cealed; and therefore it was that he had ſtated he ſhould with 
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their Lordſhips to negative the addreſs for the papers. He 


never wiſhed to elude a queſtion. He was not bound to 
anſwer the interrogatories of individual Peers. If the Houſe 


- ſhould call upon him to anſwer, he knew his duty, and was at 


their command, | 

Earl Stanhope roſe to make a ſingle obſervation. The Noble 
Secretary of State had, in his. firſt ſpeech, made uſe of an ex- 
preſſion which he had taken down at the time, and which he 


could not retract; he had ſtated, that he knew nothing about 


the ſuppoſed reply of Lord Dorcheſter, which had appeared 
in the New-York papers; it might be falſe, or it might be 
true. It might be true, he admitted that he knew of it. A 
general cry of N No!] Then, faid the Noble Earl, we are 
to collect from the Noble Secretary, that it is poſſible inftruc- 


tions may be gone out to ſet on the Indians. [The Lords very 


generally called out Order !] The concluſion was obvious; it 
could not be true, unleſs orders had been ſent out; and the 


Noble Lord had ſaid it might be-true. 
to reply to any other Peer, but ſo 2 a miſtatement of his 
reaſoning coming from the Noble Earl, he roſe merely to ap- 
peal to their Lordſhips, whether he had ſaid any thing like 
what the Noble Earl choſe to repreſent him to have ſaid ? _ 
Earl Stanhope ſaid, the Noble Secretary ought at leaſt to 
ſtate what was the groſs miſrepreſentation. | 
The Marquis of Lanſdown roſe to reply, and confeſſed he 
had expected a very different reception to his motion than the 
GERT. | | ; retort 


On 


Lord Grenville ſaid, it would have been unneceſſary for him | 
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retort of calumny, and fo many perſonalities. As to the pu- 
rity of his motives, in the preſent proceeding, he ſhould cer- 


tainly not condeſcend to take any other notice of the obſerva. 


tions that had been made, than to ſay, that their motives were 
before a higher tribunal than that Houſe, and a tribunal which 
he truly reſpected; they were before the tribunal of the Pub. 
lic. Whoſe motives were pureſt, they and poſterity, would 
rigorouſſy examine; for | himſelf, he would fay, that if the 
purity of his life were to be tried, he ſhould wiſh to have it 
tried by this teſt; for he had no earthly anducement to the 
motion he had made, but to preſerve, if it was yet poſſible, this 
country from the dreadful fate of a war with our old brethren, 
He had: urged the motion with great ſincerity, as a friend to 
what the Noble Duke had been pleaſed to approve, as a friend 
to the preſervation of what be had taken the liberty of terming 
a Family Compact between Ameriea and Great Britain, and 
with a view to convince America, that this country meant 


nothing ſhort of a moſt cordial, fincere, and permanent friend- | 


ſhip with the United States. The ſentiment of the Noble 
Duke near him was worthy of his judgment, his experience, 
and his good ſenſe. With regard to this new mode of Parlia- 
mentary diſcuſſion which miniſters had adopted, that of 
aſcribing motives to others which they could not juſtify, he 
could not conſider it otherwiſe, than an endeavour to evade 
the true point in diſcuſſion. Inſtead of fuch pitiful perſonali- 
ries, he owned he expected to have heard Janguage that ſhould 
have tended to conciliate the people of America, language that 
ſhould have allayed the ferment which their conduct had ex- 
cited. He denied that he had intraduced any extraneous mat- 
ter; ſurely, it was not extraneous to ſtate all the circumſtances 
of our preſent condition, when we were, perhaps, on the eve 
of plunging into a new war, With regard to the line of 
boundary, the Noble Lord had ſaid, that he had been too 
young at the time of the peace to have taken any part reſpect- 
ing it; but that he did not think the line of boundary was an 
article advantageous to this country, 
Tord Grenville begged pardon for interrupting the Noble 
Marquis; but he found it neceflary to declare, that he had 
only ſaid that he had not began public life ſufficiently early to 
mix in the debate reſpecting the origin and conduct of the 
American war; but that he had voted 7 
did not think the article ſtating the American boundary and 
the line of poſts the moſt advantageous to this country. 
The Marquis of Lanſdown thanked the Noble 
having interrupted him, as nothing could be farther from his 
mind than an intention to miſrepreſent him. He would, how: 


ever; 


or the peace, although he 
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ever, tell the Noble Lord, that if it was wrong in miniſters 
who made the peace to concede the boundary in queſtion, and 
gire up the poſts to America, they were highly culpable, and 
ought to be impeached; for he had no heſitation to ſay, that 
they might have kept the poſts if they would, and a ſtill larger 
extent of country than they had ſecured to Great Britain; but 
after very mature conſideration, it was deemed wife and 
roper to concede to ſuch terms as ſhould convince the United 
States, that they were ſincere in their wiſhes to eſtabliſh a cor- 
dial and ſtable reconciliation with America, and to create 
one common intereſt between the two countries. With re- 
card to the idea, that if one contracting party did not fulfil her 
conditions of a treaty of peace, the other party was exonerated 
from diſcharging her agreement faithfully, the doQtrine was per- 
ſectly new ta him. He was in the miniſtry when the Falkland 
Ilands were given up, and no idea then prevailed that they 
ought to be held till the Manilla ranſom was paid. In like 


| manner, when the Treaty of Peace was ſettled at Paris in 


1769, who ever thought of withholding any pur of the terri- 
tory conceded to France, as a ſecurity againſt the great ſums 


| ſhe ſtood indebted to this country for the exchange of priſoners, 
| and on yarious other accounts, which were not paid till long 


aſterwards? If we had kept the poſts, and imitated the French 
in making a peace of mere temporary convenience, with a 
latent intention to keep the territory conceded, or ſeize it af- 
terwards, we ſhould have to ereCt fortrefſes, to have built 
octagons, and ſeptagons, and ſexagons, and quintagons, all 
along the frontier, and maintained garriſons on each at an 
enormous expence. The Noble Lord had ſaid, he ought to 
produce his civil-law authorities for what he had ſaid reſpect- 
ing neutral nations, and the conduct of Adminiſtration during 
the war. The taſk lay on the Noble Lord: He was not to 
prove the negative; and he was bound to ſay, the Noble Lord 
would not find the meaſures juſtihed by the books. Where 
would he find authority for ſtarving a whole nation, for treat- 


| ing twenty-five millions of people like a beſieged fortreſs? 


Where would he find a precedent for making tobacco an ar- 
ticle of proviſion ? Where a precedent for ſaying to an inde- 
pendent ſtate, that they would interrupt its legitimate com- 
merce on the high ſeas, and yet to call it grace, becauſe the 

were pleaſed to ſtop them from going to the markets to which, 


they were deſigned, and to ſet what price they pleaſed upon | 


their ſtaple produce themſelves ? The Marquis ſaid, Lord 
Dorcheſter was one of the moſt diſcreet men in exiſtence ; it 
was not likely, therefore, that he ſhould have aCted without 
authority from miniſters. His Lordſhip concluded with an 

Vor., IV. es : ME. _ earneſt 
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ſt exhortation to their Lordſhips to reflect on the con- 
| Joris ya Fr ſuch conduct further, and declared he 
KT leave his motion to the ent or their Lordſhips, 
who might diſpoſe of it as they thought proper. 


£4.26. ] 
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Tord Grenville roſe to explain. His Lordſhip repeated what 2 
he had ſaid in his Iaſt ſpeech, viz. that he had voted for the * he 4 
peace, but had always thought the article reſpeCting the bonn. mares 
dary of the American States not to be of advantage to this "Yor Hie 
3 Lanſdown declared, that it was the frſt time he had ag 
heard that opinion.. It would have been well if it had been Thy 7 
given before. He lived in habits of ſuch ſtrict and perfect in- 3 
timacy with the Noble Lord's family at that time, oe . Ir Ka 
an opinion, if entertained by any of them, ought to have " =: 
communicated. On the contrary, every one of them expreſſed e 
their entire approbation of the boundary line. „ 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he ſpoke only for himſelf; he ner 1 
meant to inſinuate that he had hinted his opinion to the ** . 
Marquis, or communicated it in any manner whatever to hin WELD 
ly. ERS pets. 
1 8 repeated that neither he, nor any othe Et 5 
member of his family, had at the time, or ſince, in pou ol 3 
private, expreſſed themſelves as he had done that day about A 
the boundary line of the treaty. | a 
The Houſe then divided: 3 
| Contents 9 The 3. 
Non Contents 69 Ts 
3 would rend 
| Majority 60 5 

The Duke of Bedford gave notice, that on Friday the Jo bon ow | 
he ſhould call their Lordſhips' attention to a motion on t Aeris 
fubje& of the War, and he moved that their Lordſhips 3 
ſummoned. Ordered.— Adjourned, | bike altos 
3550 | pontment t 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, In the extr 
MonDar, May 26. | bern the 
INSOLVENT DEBTORS. | a con 2 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Bill for the reli tropoſed by 
of Inſolvent Debtors under certain circumſtances. Bin 6c; 
Mr. Fekyll obſerved, that no reaſon had 3 Pod. Fur 

dating Fo period of the operation of the Bill ſo far bac 0 bree to, 
firſt of January. He thought it would be better, more oY Mr. Hu 
table, and more conſonant to the rules of common W S 

that the operation of the Bill ſhould come up to the 17 


5 7: ught f 
April, which was the day on which the Bill was n 


ny other da 
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i. vd by a Noble and Learned Lord in the other Houſe, He 
he aid, chat he was certain the object of the Bill was to do as 
much good as poſſible, and to make the relief as extenſive as 
the nature of the caſe would permit; avoiding, at the ſame 


04 pe 


Ll 


Ps, 


what 


the te debtors. He ſhould, therefore, propoſe one of two dates, 


on which the Noble and Learned Lord brought it into the 


* other Houſe, or, if the Learned Gentleman thought that 


ſhould propoſe the 12th of February, the firſt day of Hilary 


could have been ſigned, or ſham executions iſſued, between 
the firſt of January and the 17th of April laſt, in contempla- 
tion of benefiting Inſolvent Debtors by this Bill, for they 
could have had but little expeCtation of ſuch a Bill as this, be- 
fore it was brought forward; the general expectation was, 
that of a Bill to regulate the law of debtor and creditor ; this 
was not a meaſure of that nature, nor any thing like it; atall 
events it would be better that a few fraudulent debtors, if 


lic i bere were ſuch, ſhould be diſcharged, than that all the unfor- 


bo nod he alluded to, ſhould be confined; he therefore wiſhed 


he 17th of April to be the date of the Bill, inſtead of the 1ſt 
df January. EY | 
The Maſter of the Rolls declared, that he was extremely 
dfirous that ſome permanent law could be adopted, which 
would render ſuch 25 unneceſſary; for they were a reflection 


eyes ſome fundamental error. The Ac, he eonceived, 
dught to be made as èxtenſive as could be done with ſafety; 
lor he conſidered, that changing the date of its commencement 
night altogether endanger ſo neceſſary a Bill, and the diſap- 
pointment that it would be to many could not but prove cruel 
In the extreme. He obſeryed, that the numbers who had 
tirown themſelves into the King's Bench and Fleet Priſons, 
om a 1 of this Act, bore no proportion to thoſe who 
vere confined by actual creditors, at leaſt from the period 
propoſed by the Learned Gentleman. He himſelf wiſhed that 
the Bill ſhould remain for the iſt of January as it at preſent 
ſtood. Further than the 12th of February, he could not 
porce to. | | | ; | 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he ſaw no good reaſon why the 12th of 
Fedruary, or 1ſt of January, ſhould be adopted, rather than 
y other day. He was at a loſs to conjecture why the Bill 
= Sh © ſhould 


1 th 
pg U 


tine, all opportunity of colluſion and deceit on the part of 


for the Act to take place at; either the 17th of April, the day 


would be venturing too much, as he did not wiſh to propoſe 
any amendment which might cauſe the Bill to be rejected, he : 


Term. He believed that but few, if any, ſham judgments = 


Itunate ones who had been impriſoned in the intermediate pe- 


upon our laws, and proved that they. muſt contain in them- 
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ſhould not commence from the day of the Noble and Learned 
Lord's having brought it forward into the Upper Houſe ; a; 
previous to that no perſon could know any thing of it. . 
The Maſter of the Rolls explained. | mw 
Ihe amendment that the Bill ſhould go to the relief of all 
debtors, confined previous to the 12th of February, whoſe 
debts do not amount to loool. was moved and agreed to. 
The Bill was then ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third 
time. | | 
AMERICA, 
Mr. Sheridan called the attention of the Houſe to what was, 
in his mind, a ſubject of confiderable importance, as, under 
the preſent circumſtances, a rupture with America muſt be 
attended with the moſt ruinous conſequences to this country, 
'The ignorance, inability, and inattention of miniſters, had 
already involved us in one war, and he thought it but right 
that the attention of the country ſhould be directed to prevent 
the ſame inability and indiſcretion from involving us in ano- 
ther. At one period, when miniſters had wiſhed to involve 
the country in a war with Ruſſia, the marked averſion of the 
people to ſuch a meaſure had convinced them, that it was more 
prudent to abandon it, notwithſtanding their ſupport by a 
majority of that Houſe. If there was any expeCtation of a 
rupture with America, he thought it would be wiſe not to 
propogue the Parliament for any conſiderable time, but only 


ſhort adjournments, that, in caſe ſuch an unfortunate charac 
event ſhould rake place, his Majeſty might have the advantage Pente 
of the advice of Parliament. His reaſons for ſuppoſing that convu 
ſuch an event was apprehended, and likely to take place, were witho 
founded on a paper, a copy of which he held in his hand, and had n 
which, by perſons converſant in the affairs of America, was that 2 
held to be authentic; and if it was not ſo, he held it to be the tally 1 
duty of Government to contradict it. It purported to be a utmol 
reply from Lord Dorcheſter to the Delegates of ſeveral Indian an en 
Tribes, dated Fort Louis, February 10th, 1794; from which gaged 
reply it appeared, that his Lordſhip conſidered this country 3 only 1 
on the eye of a war with America. He begged leave to read Sir 
to the Houſe two paragraphs from this reply, to ſhew, that paper 
ſuppoſing it to be an authentic paper, his Lordſhip conſideret | in An 
a war with America as inevitable, their conduct having almoſt all the 
exhauſted the patience of this country. It certainly was not bruar' 
very probable that his Lordſhip would have ventured ſuch at 23 
opinion without inſtructions: He thought it ſomewhat extra- Seu 
ordinary, that when he mentioned, in the courſe of the pre- meaſi 
ſent ſeſſion, the defenceleſs ſtate of Halifax, the Right Hon 3 
Secretary of State ſfiould have ſaid, that there was no dang® the u 


i 
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to be apprehended in that quarter, if, at the ſame time, he 
was conſcious of ſuch inſtructions having been ſent to Lord 
Dorcheſter. - Mr. Sheridan concluded by 2 6 That 
« an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
« would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be 
« Jaid before the Houſe a copy of the anſwer delivered by 
« Lord Dorcheſter, on the 16th of February, to the Indians 
« of Lower Canada, and alſo a copy of the inſtructions ſent 
« to Lord Dorcheſter.” | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas declared, that it was the firſt time he 
had ever heard of the paper in queſtion, which he did not be- 
lieve to be authentic, as no inſtructions whatever had been ſentto 
Lord Dorcheſter to the effect ſpecified by the Hon. Gentleman. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, if the paper was a forgery, it could not be 
too ſoon known to be ſo. It had been publiſhed in America 
as authentic, and had tended much to render the people hoſ- 
tile to this country. If miniſters could affirm that it was not 
authentic, that would be ſuſficient z but if they could only ſay 
they did not believe that Lord Dorcheſter had delivered any 
lach anſwer, although, from all he knew of Lord Dorcheſter, 
he was ready to ſay he did not believe that Lord Dorcheſter 

would have done any thing that was likely to produce a war 
with America, without expreſs orders from home, a formal 
diſavowal of the paper was eſſentially neceflary, _ | 

Mr. Dundas concurred in opinion with Mr. Fox as to the 
character of Lord Dorcheſter, to whoſe prudence and tem- 
perate conduct he was ready to bear teſtimony, being well 
convinced that Noble Lord was incapable of taking ſuch a ſtep 
without expreſs inſtructions from home. He declared that he 
had never even heard of the paper before, and the ſuppoſition 
that any inſtructions to that effect had been given, was to- 
tally unfounded. On the contrary, miniſters had uſed the 
utmoſt endeavours that circumſtances would permit, to put 
an end to hoſtilities in which the American States were en- 

gaged with the Indians. With reſpect to the paper, he could 
only repeat, that he had never heard of it before. 

Sir Francis Baring expreſſed his ſatisfaction at hearing this 
paper thus publicly contradicted ; for having been publiſhed 
in America, and in that country confidered to be true, it had 
all the effects of reality: From the date of it, the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, and the date of the period when the Americans laid 
an embargo on our ſhipping, the 27th of March, he con- 
ceived this paper to have been the cauſe of that injurious 
meaſure. | £5 | Ry | | 

Ar. Wilberforce ſaid, that a war with America would be of 
the utmoſt injury to a great number of his conſtituents, ow 
: : 25 9 8 tore 
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fore he ſhould be averſe to ſuch an event, and he was happy 
that it was not likely to take place. If the paper had been, :; 
the Right Hon. Gentleman ſuppoſed, the ſole cauſe of their 
laying an embargo on our fhipping, it would tend, in his 
opinion, to cement the friendſhip which ſubſiſted between the 
two countries, when the Americans ſhould diſcover it was un- 
founded, and that they had been made the dupes of ſome 
deſigning perſons. FO 
Sir Francis Baring ſaid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. MH. Robinſon hoped, that if it was found that ambaſſa- 
dors exceeded their inſtructions, by uſing language tending to 
create a miſunderſtanding between this country and any other, 

ſuch conduct would not be paſſed over without notice, as 
was lately the cafe with Lord Auckland, who, in a paper 
publiſhed at the Hague, had ufed ſome very harſh expreſſions, 
for which he could not conceive that any authority had been 
given from home. The anſwer in queſtion, if delivered from 
Lord Dorcheſter without expreſs inſtructions, ought not to 
be paſſed over. ON . 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he hoped he underſtood the Right Hon, 

Gentleman to fay diſtinctly, that no inſtructions of a hoſtile 


nature had been given with regard to America; and that if the | 


paper had been a forgery, of which he ſtill entertained doubts, 
miniſters had the wiſdom and diſcretion to avoid a new war. 
One thing made him ſtill think that the paper was authentic, 
which was, that it correſponded with what the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſaid with regard to the endeavour to conciliate a 
peace between the United States and the Indians. He. wiſhed 
to know if the Right Hon. Gentleman knew exactly what the 
paper was? It imported to be a reply from Lord Dorcheſter to 
the delegates of certain Indian Tribes. [Mr. Sheridan here 
read the whole reply*.] It ſet forth, that every means had been 
taken to eſtabliſh a line of diſtinction between the territories 
of the American States and thoſe of the King, according to the 
peace of 1783; that pacific means had hitherto been ineffec- 
tual to attain that object; and, from the conduct of the Ame- 
ricans on the borders, and what he had heard of their conduct 
towards the fea, he conceived it not probable that it would 
now be done. All the buildings and improvements made by 
the Americans beyond their line of demarcation muſt be the 
property of the King, and the preſent poſſeſſors be turned'out, 
unleſs they conſented to become his ſubjects. You wiſh, 
my children, for a paſſport ; a paſſport is not neceſſary in time 
of peace. But as you may expect a war before you return, I 
will grant you one, which will procure you a welcome from the 
warriors of the King your father, whether it he peace or war,“ 


* Vide page 133. 
The 
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The 2 concluded by obſerving, that the Americans had 
nearly exhauſted the patience of this country. Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, that though this paper carried with it the appearance of 
authenticity, and was believed to be authentic by many perſons 
converſant with American affairs, yet, as it had been publicly 
diſavowed, he would beg leave, to withdraw his motion; which 
was agreed to. e | 
MILITARY TESTS. | 


Mr. Sheridan roſe, at the requeſt of miniſters, to make a 


motion which he had been under the neceſlity of deferring 
oftener than he could with ; but he truſted the delay would pro- 
duce one good effect, becaufe the meaſure required but little 
conſideration to obtain aſſent. He could not preſume, from 
any better authority than his own opinion, that it was the caſe; 
but he really could not perceive any poſſible: objection to the 
meaſure, except the quarter whence. it originated. It was a 
meaſure, he muſt acknowledge, that would have come with 
much more propriety from the other fide of the Houſe; and 
he had, for ſome time, a hope that they would have been of the 
ſame way of thinking, and prevented him the neceſſity of 
bringing it forward. That meaſure was, however, more 
likely to be ſucceſsful, as it was totally unconnected with party, 
and had ariſen incidentally from the circumſtance of the Emi- 
grant Corps Bill. | 1 8 
Another circumſtance which he thought in favour of the 
Bill which he ſhould have the honour to propoſe was, that it 
was not founded upon any petition or claim of that body of 
people for whoſe peculiar benefit- it was intended ; for at a 
time like the preſent, when his Majeſty was calling for the aid 
of all deſcriptions of his ſubjects in ſupport of the conſtitution, 


it might, perhaps, be improper in thoſe perſons to petition for 


even what they felt to be no more than juſtice, becauſe ſuch a 
petition might carry on the face of it ſomething like a de- 
mand; and on the other hand, it might be as improper for 
Government to grant a voluntary offer of relief, becauſe ſuch 


an offer at that time might be conſidered as a bribe. 


It was his opinion, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that all thoſe penal 
ſtatutes which make diſtinctions between one claſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects and another, were diſtinctions which every 


man of good ſenſe and humanity muſt wiſh to fee done away 


one time or another, and which he ſhould vote for abolifhing 
at once, whenever any motion was made to that effect; but 
that he could not expect to ſee done at preſent. He was one 
of thoſe men who reſpected the prejudices, as well as the 
rights, of the people, becauſe he conſidered thoſe prejudices as 
originally inſpired and cheriſhed by Government for wiſe and 
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beneficial purpoſes. When we were ſtruggling for our conſti- 
tution and religion againſt a Popiſh Prince, ſupported by 2 
ſtrong party in the country, whoſe religious and political opi- 
nions were equally hoſtile to civil liberty, great pains had been 
taken to create in the minds of the people a dread and abhor- 
rence of truſting Roman Catholics with any ſhare of power or 
authority. When ſuch prejudices had been inſtilled, and after 
Government had reaped the benefit of them, he held that it 


and inſult thoſe'very prejudices it had taken ſo much pains to 
create, and had ſo highly applauded ;z and tell the people at 
once, they ſhould no longer entertain ſuch fooliſh and ridicu- 
lous opinions. They propagated them to oppoſe a temporary 
danger, which no longer exiſted; therefore they muſt at 
this time diſmiſs them. That, however, was not now the 
caſe: The dangers apprehended from the Roman Catho- 
lics, and the prejudices againſt them, had vaniſhed from the 
mind of every rational man. | 

The riots which happened in the year 1780, when a mea- 
ſure for the relief of the Roman Catholics was brought for- 


ward in that Houſe, ought not to deter the Houſe from adopt- WM an objeQtio! 
ing any meaſure in favour of them at this time: Thoſe trou- in England, 
bles did not ariſe from the mere apprehenſion of the relief to WH! ordered it 


be granted to thoſe people, but from an univerſal diſcontent Wi Catholics ſh 
which at that time prevailed againſt the general ſyſtem of the fame pr 
meaſures which were adopted, and from the criminal neglect e that obje 
of thoſe whoſe duty it was to prevent them. In the laſt tour- WW clauſe went 
teen years, the progreſs of the ſpirit of toleration had been y employ 
great; and it was at preſent more generally thought that men Wi lily would 
were rather too inattentive, than too apt to mark the difference Wi *npire thou 
in religious opinions. If, then, the danger and prejudices WWW" vas more 
were both gone, which he believed would on- all fides be ad- England bef 
mitted, it remained only to conſider the inconvenience or ad- ¶ de declarat 
vantage which could ariſe from allowing Roman Catholics in Vith his Ma 


the army or navy in the ſame manner as any other of his Ma. elf juſtified 


jeſty's ſubjects. When we were embodying an army of Wi ®ake, Was ir 
French Catholics, did it not appear prepoſterous to exclude an WW® accidenta 
Engliſh Catholic from ſerving his country in a military capa- Catholics, 
city? Indeed, that conſideration firſt ſuggeſted to him the pe- not ſtand in 
ceſſity of the preſent meaſure. It was prepoſterous in another that reſpect ; 
inſtance to prevent the employing Roman Catholics in the the riſque 0 
army and navy in this country; for, by an Act paſſed the laſt} the offer of 
year in the Iriſh Parliament, Catholics were permitted to ſerie} % which v 
in the army as officers under the rank of the ſtaff. Suppoling i bus a longer 
that any of theſe officers ſhould be ordered upon duty to Eng- le it was 
land, could any thing be more abſurd and prepoſterous, * Vor. 


at 
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that thoſe men ſhould be ſubject to heavy penaltics for bearing 
the King's commiſſion, which they did in ſtrict conformity to 
the laws of their own country? It was in itſelf a circumſtance 


ſo extravagantly ridiculous, that he was perſuaded it would not 


have been ſuffered to exiſt ſo long, had not the attention of his 
Majeſty's miniſters been drawn off to matters more urgent, 
and more ſerioufly important. That that was the caſe, he 
was warranted in * from a review of the proceedings in 
the Iriſh Parliament during the diſcuſſion of that queſtion, to 
which it was ſtrictly in order to refer. The authorities that 
he ſhould quote were of high rank, and men that it might be 
ſuppoſed were made acquainted with the intentions of Govern- 
nent, Mr. Hobart and the Chancellor. When the Bill for the 
relief of the Iriſh Catholics was introduced into the Parliament 
of that kingdom, Mr. Hobart had obſerved, ** that, with 
relpet tothe admiſhon of Catholics into the army or navy, any 
change muſt depend upon England ; that ſuch a meaſure was 
in contemplation in England, and a communication had been 
pade on the ſubject. And in a debate in the Upper Houſe, 


on the clauſe for enabling Roman Catholics to accept of em- 


ployments in the army and navy, Lord Farnham had ſtarted as 
an objection to the clauſe, * that, till a ſimilar law was paſſed 


in England, Catholic officers could not attend their regiments, 
ordered into England upon duty: He wiſhed, therefore, that 


Catholics ſhould not be eligible to military commiſſions, until 
the fame principle ſhould be adopted in England.“ In reply 
to that objeCtion, the Lord Chancellor had ſaid, © That the 
clauſe went merely to enable Roman Catholics to accept mili- 


[tary employments; but it was not to be ſuppoſed that his Ma- 


jelty would appoint men on ſuch poſts, before the laws of the 
empire ſhould qualify them to act in every part of it; and that 
it was more than probable that a ſimilar law would be paſſed in 
lagland before the expiration of two months.” Such were 
tle declarations. of men in habits of official communication 
vith his Majeſty's miniſters; and he therefore thought him- 
{lf juſtified in ſuppoſing that the propoſition he was now to 
make, was intended, and omitted to be done merely through 
a accidental want of leiſure. CCC ee Ei gs, 

Catholics, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it was to be remembered, did 
not ſtand in the ſame ſituation with Proteſtant Difſenters in 
Ut reſpect ; a Proteſtant Diſſenter might, if he choſe to run 
the riſque of incurring the penalties, ferve in the. army, and 
the offer of his ſervice would not be rejected. Beſides, the 
att which was annually paſſed in that Houſe, allowing per- 
long a longer time to qualify, afforded them ſome proteCtion, 
Vlile it was at the Tame time a proof of the injuſtice and in- 

e a | conſiſtency 
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conſiſtency of theſe teſts : But a Roman Catholic would be 
rejected if he made ſuch an offer; and at this moment there 
was a ſtrong inſtance'of the difference made between theſe 
two claſſes of diſſenters. Mr. Weſton, a Catholic Gentleman 
in Surry, of moſt reſpectable character and great influence in 
his neighbourhood, who had been nominated a Lieutenant- Co- 
lonel in one of the new corps, which he himſelf contributed 
largely to raiſe, had been ſuperſeded in his command, miniſ. 
ters not thinking it proper to allow his commiſſion to he 
ſigned. This Gentleman. was ſtrongly attached to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman and his meaſures, in which, to be ſure, he 
differed ſomething from him: But was ir not an extreme hard. 


Mar 26-] 
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ſhip, that the Roman Catholics, who were ſo diſtinguiſhed for Ar. S 
their fidelity, their loyalty, and attachment to the Govern- fentiment 
ment. ſhould be deprived at that time, when his Majeſty had alty and a 
called for the aid of all his ſubjects in perſon as well as in tion, and 
purſe, of one great means of proving that loyalty and fide WA plauſe; E 
lity ? | FOO | nk RANT Houſe, tl 
It was notorious that the Roman Catholics, almoſt to a ſpeech to 
man, had contributed voluntarily to the neceſſities of their difſenters 
country, each according to his ability; and yer thoſe men, who religious 
gave every proof of attachment in their power to give, were to more that 

de refuſed the liberty of uſing arms in defence of their pro- 'often dec 
| pre and their country! But he did not mean to paſs any cen- WM him to de 
ure on Adminiſtration for refuſing commiſſions to theſe men, to be uni 
becauſe they aCted in obedience to the law ; he wiſhed only to ſubject at 
alk them, was it fit that law ſhould remain? Another prepoſ- queſtion « 
terous effect of that law againſt Roman Catholics was this: did not cc 


Suppoſing one of thoſe commands uſually filled by the ſenior} opinion : 


officer became vacant on the Continent during the war, if the which wa 
officer next in command chanced to be a Roman Catholic, to for diſcuſ 
ſucceed to the command he muſt prove himſelf a Frenchman, Ar. F. 
for neither an Iriſh, or, what was more extraordinary, an Eng- of the He 
liſh Catholic would be eligible, whilſt a Frenchman, under th: my reply 
Emigrant Corps Bill, might ſucceed to any command in the} inconſiſte 


army. He purpoſely avoided going into the general queſtion i iſh Cat} 
of teſt acts and diſqualifying laws; he could wiſh to ſee them vio had 


all eraſed from the ſtatute books, to which, in his opinion, they ty with t 
were a foul diſgrace; but he would not attempt more than be ſwer, for 
thought would be likely to be granted, and had therefore con- made bet: 
| ined himſelf to military and naval, leaving all civil employ-1 Right Ho 
ments to remain as they were. He was not either particular, remarks. 
as to the mode of attaining the object, if Gentlemen choſe, tremely h 
rather than repeal military teſts altogether, to repeal them only or were r 
during the war, which might be done by extending the time men, thai 
allowed for qualification, or by framing a new oath to be taken owed mo! 


by 
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ONy, : | 
be y Catholics, ſuch as he ſhould have the honour of including 
ere in the Bill for which he ſhould move, which contained a de- 
ce WF claration of his Majeſty's right to the Crown, an attachment to 
dan WS the conſtitution, and a promiſe to reveal all treaſons. To any 
in of theſe modes he ſhould have no objection; his only wiſh 
o- was, that juſtice ſhould be done to that very meritorious claſs 
ted of his Majeſty's ſubjects. Mr. Sheridan concluded with mov- 
il. ing for leave to bring in a Bill, and reading the form of the 
de propoſed oath—“ I A. B. do ſwear, that I will bear true alle- 
bt giance to his Majeſty, and defend his right to the Crown, the 
h laws, and conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, and the ſucceſſion 
de to the Throne, as by law eſtabliſhed.” „ 
for Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he certainly agreed with the 
n- ſentiments of the Hon, Gentleman with regard to the loy- 
ad alty and attachment of the Roman Catholics to the conſtitu- 
in | tion, and was willing to give them their juſt tribute of ap- 
lc. WTF plauſe; But it would readily occur to every Member of that 
Houſe, that though the Hon. Gentleman had confined his 
a ſpeech to the caſe of the Roman Catholics, his motion included 
ir diſſenters of every deſcription, and went to the repeal of all 
ho religious teſts whatever. That was a ſubje& which had been 


more than once diſcuſſed in this Houſe, and upon which it had 
'often decided ; therefore it was unneceſſary, at that time, for 
him to deliver any opinion on its merits. He begged leave not 
to. be underſtood as giving any opinion whatever upon the 


n 
ſubject at that time, or ſaying how he ſhould vote in caſe the 
. queſtion ever came before ha Houſe again. The preſent he 
g; did not conceive to be a proper time for advancing any ſuch 
or opinion: He ſhould therefore move the previous queſtion, 
ie which was, in his mind, the moſt proper one, when the period 
0 for diſcuſſing the principal queſtion was improper. 

* Mr. Fox ſaid, that he ſhould not take up much of the time 


of the Houſe upon the preſent occaſion; but he had not hear,l 
any reply whatever from the Right Hon. Gentleman to that 


e incon6iſtency Rated by his Hon. Friend, viz. that of keeping 
bim Catholics · ſubject to the ſevereſt penalties in this country, 
who had accepted commiſſions under his Majeſty in conform- 
7 ty with the laws of their own : To this he bad heard no an- 
e ſwer, for he believed it was unanſwerable. The diſtinction. 


made between the Catholics and Proteſtant Diſſenters by that 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he could not paſs over without a few 
remarks. In his opinion, the caſe of this claſs of men was ex- 
| tremely hard indeed. No men leſs merited harſh treatment, 
V or were more juſtly entitled to all the privileges of Engliſh. 
e men, than our e the Diſſenters; for it was to them we 
cowed more than to any other deſcription of men the conſti- 
J | wu 2 | 4 tution 
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tution we enjoyed, and which we fo laviſhly praiſed. They had 
ever ſhewn themſelves ready to ſtand forth in defence of their 
country, when danger had threatened, and totally diſregarded 
all thought of perſonal ſafety 3 and on that account, if on no 
other, he conſidered their ſituation a diſgrace to the nation. In 
1715 they were called on, and they anſwered the call. In 174; 


they were called on, and they anſwered the call; and even in 
the preſent reign their ſervices had been called for, which they 


as liberally granted. What was done after thoſe men uſed 
ſuch exertions for our benefit? An Act of Parliament was 
paſſed. To reward them for their ſervices ? No; but as an 
aCt of prace and pardon for the violation of the exiſting laws, 
which they had committed by taking up arms in fo meritori- 


ous a cauſe as the defence of their King and country! While 
the deluſion of Jacobitiſm prevailed, it was not, perhaps, alto- | 
gether prudent to agitate their claims to national juſtice; but 
at this time, when it no longer exiſted, as the apprehenſion of | 


danger of that kind was no more, the Legiſlature was bound 
in honour to remove the odious diſtinctions with which they 
were branded, more eſpecially thoſe which precluded them 
from ſerving their country in a military capacity. It was the 
duty of every government to preſerve honour and integrity to- 


wards its ſubjects. Let the Country, therefore, draw the 


line: Either admit Diſſenters to equal rights in time of peace, 
or give up their ſervices in times of danger and neceſſity. Let 
them not continue to uſe theſe men in ſeaſons of difficulty and 


d ſtreſs, and deny them a ſhare of their privileges in the ſeaſon } 
of ſecurity and happineſs, As he underſtood the queſtion aty 
_ preſent, there ſeemed no objection in point of principle and 
propriety, but merely to the time of bringing it forward; he 
thould therefore feel leſs regret at its being poſtponed by the 
previous queſtion ; but if not then, at leaſt at ſome early pe- 


riod, let the ſtain be removed which tarniſhed both our national 
honour and our national honeſty. + 


Mr. M. Robinſon diſapproved of the previous queſtion, becauſe 

it ſeemed to countenance the principle of the Hon. Gentle 
man's motion, to which he objected entirely, as an innovation 

dangerous in itſelf, and pregnant with dangerous conſe» 


quences, 


Mr. William Smith ſaid, he ſhould not trouble the Houſe on 
the preſent occaſion, were it not on account of what had 
fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas), reſpect⸗ 
ing the Diſſenters, who, though they might be pleaſed that 
ſuch a Bill ſhould paſs, as tending in a certain degree to fe- 
move ſome portion of odious ſuſpicion under which they at 


preſent ſeemed to live, had never been conſulted on the ſub- 
| | | | je 
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jet by the Hon. Gentleman who brought it forward. He 
merely ſaid this, that it might not be imagined that it had 


been brought forward at their ſuggeſtion, or at the ſuggeſtion of 


any Gentleman of that claſs in the Houſe. The Diſſenters 
certainly would be well pleaſed with free. admiſſion into the 
army and navy, as a proof that their attachment to the conſti- 
tution was not ſuſpected, but they did not deſire to receive as 
a boon, 3 might guilty claim as a right. The Indem- 
nity Bill, which had been paſſed whenever it had been thought 


neceffary to require the ſervices of thoſe men, to ſhield them 
zpainſt the feverity of the law, was a miſerable ſubterfuge of 


Government, and a libel on the laws which rendered ſuch a 


Bill neceſſary: Regardleſs of perſonal ſafety, and in defiance 


of every riſque from the operation of thoſe unjuſt laws, the 
Proteflant Diſſenters had ever been, and always would be, 
ready to ſtand forward in times of public danger and diffi- 
cuky, in defence of their conſtitution and their country. 

Mr. Sheridan (aid, that he underſtood the previous queflion 


in the fame ſenſe with the Hon. Member (Mr. Robinſon), that 


it was not meant as an objection to the principle of the Bill, 
but to the time of its being brought forward, and therefore did 


not feel it incumbent upon him to take the ſenſe of the Houſe 


upon it. He could not be ſo abſurd as to be ignorant that the 
Bill which he propoſed did not include the Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers as well as the Catholics; it was intended for their relief 
only, as they were ſubje to the ſame grievance the Bill 
pranting further time to qualify, as it operated as a check upon 
the Teſt laws, enabled the Difſenters to accept of military and 
naval commiſſions. Were it not for the kindly interference of 
this Bill, we ſhould be deprived of the ſervices of many of the 
countrymen of the Right Hon. Gentleman, who were moſtly 


of the Kirk of Scotland: we ſhould be deprived of the ſervices 


of many deſerving officers now employed on the Continent ;— 
Sir William Erſkine, General Dundas, indeed all the Dun- 
daſſes, were Diſſenters; and we might loſe the benefit of their 
exertions altogether. It ſeemed, however, that there ſtill re- 
mained ſome apprehenſion of danger from granting any in- 
dulgence to Difſenters or Catholics. He begged to be in- 
formed, what bad conſequences had ariſen from the indulgence 
Already granted to the Roman Catholics of this country? What 
evil conſequences had followed the privileges granted the Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland? Let him aſk the Hon. and Learned 


Gentlemen of the long robe, if their profeſſion had received 


an injury from the admiſſion of Catholics to the bar? In none 
of theſe caſes had any bad conſequences followed, nor were 
they to be juſtly feared from the granting any future indul- 

| | gence. 
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gence.' He truſted that miniſters only wiſhed for ſome little 
time to conſider the ſubject fully, and that they would them. 
ſelves bring it forward early in the next Seſſion of Parliament, 
Mr. Fox (aid he would take that opportunity, as the Houſe 
was pretty full, though it was not altogether regular, to give 
notice, that on Friday the zoth he ſhould bring forward ſome 


reſolutions on the ſtate of the country with reſpect to the war, 


and which might be conducive to peace. 

The Maſier of the Rolls profeſſed himſelf happy to be called 
on to expreſs his opinion, which he ſhould not otherwiſe have 
done farther than by a filent vote; he ſhould vote for the pre. 
vious queſtion; and ſhould certainly have voted againſt the 


original motion, as going to an entire repeal of all teſts, and | 


conſequently of the Teſt Act itſelf. 


The previous queſtion was put, and carried without a divi- 


fron. 
_ Adjourned. 


PL 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tut5DaAr, May 27. 


Their Lordſhips returned from the High Court, held in 
Weſtminſter-Hall, to their own Chamber at five o'clock, and | 
after going through ſome private Bills, adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 TutsDayY, May 27. | 


Received a meſſage from the Lords,” that their Lordſhips 
would proceed further in the Trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſd . 


on the 28th. | | 


The Speaker then counted the Houſe, and there being only | 


ſeven Members preſent, they neceſſarily ſeparated. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 28. 


On their Lordſhips' return from Weſtminſter-Hall, the ö 


Judges gave in their opinion on the Writ of Error, Gibſen and 


Fohnſon verſus Hunter, when the further conſideration Was 


deferred until Friday the 3oth.— Adjourned. 
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HobsRE Or COMMONS. 

1 = : WEDNEsDAY,\ May 28. Ps 
The Inſolvent Debtor, the Penitentiary Houſe, and the 
Slave Carrying Bills, were read a third time, and paſſed. | 

Adjourned. | IE i 


WA 


HOUSE. OF LORDS. 
Frrpay, ay 30. 
ey MOTION FOR PEACE. | 
The Order of the Day being read, | 
De Duke. of Bedford called the attention of their Lordſhips 
to the diſcuſſion of the important ſubject on which the Huſe 
had been ſummoned. The Duke, in opening the diſcuſſion, 
entered into a recapitulation of the leading circumſtances of 
the war. It was his deſign, he ſaid, to bring to their Lord- 
ſhips* recollection the ſeveral ſtages of the unfortunate war in 
which we were engaged, fo as to ſhew the views in which it 
had been entertained by Government and the Legiſlature, the 
different aſpects that it had aſſumed at different times, and 
finally to point out the utter impoſſibility at this moment to 
draw any ſpecific coneluſion from the conduct of Adminiſtra- 
tion, of what their real intentions in the war were, or to limit 
the calamity to any object, the attainment of which would fa- 
tisfy their wiſhes. In executing this taſk he ſhould find it 
neceſſary to intreat their Lordſhips to examine the ſituation of 
affairs both at home and abroad, and rigorouſly to inquire 
whether they had any well-founded hopes that the ſyſtem 
which they were purſuing, and the- means which they had 
taken ro accompliſh it, were likely to produce any beneficial 
object whatever to this country, much leſs the object which 
was affected to be that which they had in view. He intended. 
to propoſe ſome reſolutions for their Lordſhips' aſſent, which 
might be offered with propriety, fince both the object and the 
nature of the war were changed. Their Lordſhips would re- 
member that hoſtilities were avowedly commenced to prevent 
the navigation of the Scheldt, and to guarantee our allies, the 
Dutch, from the invaſion of the French. Both theſe purpoſes 
were early completed, and therefore as the moſt diſtant ap- 
prehenſions of danger no longer could attach to either, ſome 
propoſitions for peace on the part of Great Britain might long 
ere this have been expected. Their Lordſhips would be able 
| | to 


A 
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to enter more clearly into the diſcuſſion by hearing the prope. | 
ſitions which he meant to ſubmit to their conſideration ; he 


would therefore read them in his place. The Duke here 


read the reſolutions which he meant to ſubmit to the Houſe; 


and he accompanied them with obſervations on each. That 
our readers may ſee them collected in one point, we here inſert 
2 copy from the Journals: ; 4 

« Reſolved, I. That it appears to this Houſe, that during the ſeveral 
eh-nges which took place in the conſtitution and government of France, 
before the commencement of hoſtilities, and more particulariy after the 


events of the roch of Auguſt 1792, when his Majeſty was adviſed by his 


miviſters to ſuſpend all official communication with France, it was, and 
contiuued to be, the profeſſed principle and policy of his Majeſty's govern- 


ment, carefully to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality, and uniformly to abſtain from 


any interference with reſpect to the internal affairs of France. That when 
his Majeſty was adviſed to make a further augmentation of his forces by ſex 
and land at the beginning of the laſt year, it was for the declared purpoſe 
of oppoſing views of aggrandiſement and ambition on the part of France; 
and that when his Majeity acquainted Parliament, that acts of hoſtility had 
been directed by the Government ef France againſt his'Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and after war had been declared againſt his Majeſty and the United Pro- 
vinces, the then avowed object of proſecuting the war on our part, was to 
oppoie all views of further aggrandiſement imputed to France, and that 
the proſecution of the war on this ground, and for the attainment of this 
object, was approved by both Houſes of Parliament. | 

«© Reſolved, II. That it appears to this Houſe, that at, or before, the end 
of April 1793, the armies of France were obliged to evacuate Holland 
and Flanders, and to retire within their own territory ; and that the Prince 
of Cobourg, Commander in Chief of the Emperor's forces in Flanders, did, 
on the 5th of April, engage and declare that he would join and co-operate 
with General Dumourier, to give to France her conſt'tutional King, and 
the conftitution which foe had formed for berſelf ; and that the Prince of 
Cobourg did alſo then declare, on his word of honour, that if any ſtrong 
places ſhould be delivered over to his troops, he ſhould conſider them no 
otherwiſe than as ſacred depoſits z and that on the gth of the ſame month, 
all che preceding declarations of the Prince of Cobourg were revoked. 


« Reſolved, III. That it appears to this Houſe, that, by the 1 5th article 


of the treaty concluded with the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, on the 10th of 
April 1793, his Majeity's miniſters were of opinion, that the /ituation of 
af airs had then entirely changed its aſpect, in conſequence of which his 
Majeſty might not have occaſion for the Heſſian troops, and might be at 
liberty to relinquiſh their ſervice, on certain conditions of compenſation to 

be made to the Landgrave. 3 
&« Reſolved, IV. That it appears to this Houſe, that, on the 14th of July 
1793, a convention was concluded between his Majeſty and the Fon. of 
15 8 8 Pruſlia, 
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Pruſſia, in which their Majeſties - reciprocaily-promiſetl to continue to em- 
ploy their reſpeRive forces, as far as their tircumſtances would permit, in 
carying.on. a war equally juſt and neceſſary. Hire 
' « Reſolved, V. That it appears to this Houſe; that, on the a zd of Auguſt 
1193; Lord Hood declared to the people of Toulon, that he had no other 
view than that of reſtoring peace to a great nation, upon the moſt juſt, libe- 
ral, and honourable terms. That the inhabitants of Toulon did, in return, 
declare, that it was their unanimous wiſh to adopt a Monarchical Govern- 
ment, ſuch as it was originally formed by the Conſtituent Aſſembly of. 178g z 
and that Lord Hood, by his Proclamation of the 28th. of Auguſt, aocepted 
ef that Declaration, and did then repeat what he had already declared to the 
people of the South of France, that he took poſſeſſion of Toulon, und held 
it in truſt only for Louis the XVIIch “ > | 
| Here, his Grace obſerved, that it was unneceſſary for him 
to remind their Lordſhips, that it was the firſt proof which 
miniſters gave, through their agent, Lord Hood; of their fixed 
intention to interfere with the government of France. That 
Houſe had acceded to that propoſal, which was a declaration in 
farour of monarchy, as explicit and unequivocal as any that 
could be made bY man. The Declaration of Lord Hood, it 
was material to recollect for the honour of the country, de- 
manded that it ſhould be clearly ſeen upon what principles the 
Noble Lord acted, what terms he propoſed, and into what en- 
gagements he entered on behalf of his Majeſty. It was a fact 
recorded in the Noble Lord's own words in the. paper on the 
table, that he accepted of their declaration of a wiſh to adopt 
2 monarchical government, ſuch as it was originally formed 
by the Conſtituent Aſſembly; and that he declared to the 
| people of the South of France, that he ſhould protect thoſe 
who manifeſted their ſentiments, and pledged the faith of the 
Government of England to the honeſt and unequivocal main- 
tenance of the object of their declaration. The invitation 
which he gave to the people of the South of France, to declare 
themſelves, was accepted; the people in conſequence did re- 
pair to the ſtandard which he had erected; and the Noble 
Lord, on the 28th of Auguſt, ſolemnly accepted of their de- 
claration; and thus a ſpecific ground and object of the war 
was held out to the people of France, and the faith of Great 
Britain was pledged to that people for this clear and ſpecific 
object of the war. „%%% OR Foo 

« Reſolved, VI. That it appears to this Houſe, that the conſtitution, to 
which the declaration and acceptance ſtated in the preceding Reſolution are 
applied, was the ſame which his Majeſty's Ambaſſador at the Hague did, in 
a Memorial preſented to the States General of the 25th of January 27933 
deſcribe in the following terms, wiz. It is not quite four years fince 
certain miſcreants, aſſuming the name of philoſophers, haye-preſumed to 


% 
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think themſelves capable of eſtabliſhing a new ſyſtem of civil ſociety ; in fuitable OC 
order to realize this dream, the offspring of vanity, it became neceſſary for Wi brealts3 tl 
them to overturn and deftroy all eſtabliſned notions of ſubordination, of and as a ji 
morals, and of religion;“ and that this deſcription was applied by the faid the means. 
Ambaſſador to a Government with which his Majeſty continued to treat of the war 
and negotiate from its inſtitution in 1789, to its diſſolution in Auguſt It was of 
1792; and that his Majeſty's Ambaſſador was not recalled from Paris | pariſon of 


until that Government was diſſolved. | their Lord 
Their Lordſhips, his Grace remarked, had heard theſe der this C 


words mentioned before, and they were ſuch; he preſumed, back to the 
as muſt excite their warmeſt reprobation. He called upon Wi to ourſelye 
their Lordſhips to figure to themſelves, and conſult their own WW policy we! 
feelings, if ſuch words were uttered by any foreign miniſter « Reſolved 
againſt our own glorious conſtitution; if ſuch calumnies were by his Maj 
indecently levelled againſt that, would they not be received WM © That his 
with univerſal and merited indignation? On this occaſion, we able govern 
"muſt have appeared odious in the eyes of that nation. By principles of 
the Memorial preſented to the States General on the 25th of powers the ac 
January 1793, the perſons: who made the conſtitution which in treating fo 
we pledged ourfelves by Lord Hood's declaration to aſſiſt in WW remnent, ““ 
"re-eſtabliſhing, were deſcribed as miſcreants, aſſuming the tions, not ſu 
name of philoſophers,” and which was reviled as the offspring might juſtify 
of vanity and licentiouſneſs. He was ſurpriſed that this and aged with h 
other declarations of the ſame kind did not produce indigna- Wi formable to h 
tion and abhorrence in every one of their Lordſhips, as a con- The nex 
duct utterly incompatible with the principles of all true and taken, and 
legitimate government, and particularly fo, of a government ef the war. 
founded on the baſis of liberty, and a people who had previ- caration, 
' ouſly exerciſed the right of forming a government for them- ¶ zccord in t] 
ſelves. He was aſtoniſhed that any mind, capable of eſti- WM powers, th: 
mating the bleſſings of independence, did not revolt from the teltoes and 
idea of dictating to another independent people what govern- Wi vurlelves tc 
ment they ſhould chuſe, or of interfering in the ſettlement of but had ſai, 
their internal concerns. If the moſt deſpotic miniſter of the rent was « 
moſt deſpotic Sovereign in Europe had choſen to interfere at would be p 
the time of the happy Revolution of Great Britain, and had gorernmen! 
publiſhed, ſimilar declarations to the preſent, he aſked their vith regard 
: Lordſhips deliberately to conſider what muſt have been the might anſw 
feelings of Engliſhmen on the occafion ? Human nature was Wertures v 
the ſame in fimilar circumſtances every-where. Animated WW government 
with the deſire of delivering themfelves from a ſtate of the moſt people of E 
abject bondage, they would naturally have contemplated the * Reſolved, 
interference of foreign powers, as a violation of their rights, ment of the w: 


| cauſe of gene! 
2 for the cordial 
fy by the ti 


and es an_ outrage not to be forgiven. | If no people could 
endure ſuch inſult, if for the time they might be too weak to 


aſſert and maintain their rights, they would watch = ares 
9 | ; | uitable 
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fitable oceaſion; the memory of the act would rankle in their 
breaſts z they would treaſure it as a ſubject of rooted, enmity, 
and as a juſt cauſe for going to war the inſtant that they had 
the means. The French were ſaid to be the original declarers 
of the war, and it was called upon our parts a defenſive war. 
It was of little concern who were the firſt declarers, in com- 
pariſon of who were the firſt proyokers; and he called upon 
their Lordſhips to ſay, whether the French could truly con- 
ider this country as their friends, and whether we could look. 
back to theſe preliminary ſteps in the war with any ſatisfaction 
to ourſelyes, either as to the right, the moderation, or the 
licy we had exerciſed? ' 3 7 44 A one 
# Reſolved, VII. That it appears to this Houſe, by the Declaration made 
by his Majeſty's miniſters, and dated on the 29th of October 1793, 
„ That his Majeſty demands only of France, that ſome legitimate and 
table government ſhould be eſtabliſhed, founded on the acknowledged 
principles of univerſal juſtice, and capable of maintaining with other 
powers the accuſtomed relations of union and peace; and that his Majefty, 
in treating for the re- eſtabliſnment of general tranquillity with ſuch a Go- 
reroment, © would propoſe none other than equitable and moderate condi- 
tions, not ſuch as the expences, the riſques, and the ſacrifices of the war 
might juſtify 3**- and that his Majeſty hoped to find in the other powers en- 
paged with him in the common, cauſe, ſentiments and views perfectly con- 
formable to his own.”” FF e 
The next Reſolutions referred to the means which we had 
taken, and to the co-operation we had ſecured for the conduct 
of the war. His Majeſty, his Grace ſaid, by the ſeventh de- 
caration, certainly expected to find the other powers at war 
accord in theſe ſentiments; but from the conduct of the other 
| powers, that he was deceived was evident from their mani- 
teſtoes and declarations. By this declaration we did not bind 
ourſelves to continue the war till the reſtoration of monarchy, 
but had ſaid that we could not make peace till a ſtable govern- 
ment was eſtabliſhed, which could give us ſecurity that peace 
vould be permanent. With regard to the ſtability of their 
government, he thought no man could anſwer for it; but, 
vith regard to the permanence of peace, he thought any man 
night anſwer for it. He had not the leaſt doubt that if proper 
orertures were made, the people of France would force their 
government to make peace, and he had as little doubt that the 
people of England deſired it. . 1 1 
* Reſolved, VIII. That it appears to this Houſe, that, at the commence- 
ment of the war, the proſecution of it was. confidered by his Majeſty, as a 
_ ue of general concern, in which his Majeſty had every reaſon to hope 
FT for the cordial co-operation of thoſe powers who were united with his Ma- 
kfiy by the ties of alliance, and who felt an intereſt in the ſame cauſe. 
= | Ne 2 2 e Reſolved, 
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* ReſcIved, IX, That it does not appear to this Houſe, that, in the pro. 


ſerution of the war, conſidered by hie Majeſty as a-canſe of general concery, 


and as a common cauſe, his Majeſty has regeived that cordial co-operating 


which we were led to expect from thoſe powers who were united with him 
by the ties of alliance, and who were ſuppoſed to feel an intereſt in the ſame 
cauſe, | S ; 


= Reſolved, X. That, on a reyiew of the conduſt of che ſeveral powers of 
Europe, from whom, if the gauſe was common, and if the concern was ge. 
neral, ſuch cordial co-operation might have been expected, it appears to | 


this Houſe, that many of thoſe powers have not co-operated with his Ma. 
jeity; that the Empreſs of Ruſſia has not contributed in any ſhape to the 
ſupport of this common cauſe z that the Crowns of Sweden and Denmark 
have united to ſupport their neutrality, and to defend themſelves againſt 


any attempt to force them to take part in this common cauſe; that Poland 


3s neither able nor inclined to take part in it 3 that Switzerland and Venice 


are neutral ; that the King of Sardinia has required and obtained a ſubfidy | 
from Great Britain, to enable him to act even on the defenſive; that the. 


King of the Two Sicilies, profeſſing to make a common cauſe with his Ma. 


jeſty in the war againſt France, is bound to it by nothing but his own | 
judgment, in the courſe of events which may occur, and that he is at liberty 
to abandon the common cauſe whenever he Hall judge that he cannot any | 
longer with juftice and dignity continue the war ; that the efforts of Spain 


and Portugal have bern completely ineffe&tual.” 


Here the Noble Duke ſaid, in ſupport of this Reſolution, it 
was ſcarcely neceſſary for him to call their Lordſhips attention 
to the conduct of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, who had actually en- 


81854 in the alliance, but had rendered no aſſiſtance whatever. 


nate project, ſhe remained a ſilent ſpectator, and without 
8 in a ſingle misfortune. It had been ſaid, that 


England had armed in the common cauſe of all nations; but 
this was a weak poſition, and ſcarcely deſerving of refutation. 
If miniſters would, however, perfiſt in its being a common 


cauſe, he would tell them what they too well knew, that 


America, Sweden, and Denmark, were neutral in the bu } 
 fineſs; Poland could not, nor would even if ſhe could, aſſiſt. 


The King of Naples had a ſaving clauſe in his treaty with this 
country, by which he could withdraw from the war whenever 


he pleaſed, whether it pleaſed us or not. Venice and Genoa | 


would not engage in the conteſt. . The King of Sardinia was 
ſubſidized for preſerving his own dominions from the incur- 


fions of the French; and the aſſiſtance given by Spain and 
Aual. How then could miniſters preſume 
to call that a common cauſe in which many were neutral? 


Moſt were ſorced into the confederacy; and the remaind 


che 


he had promiſed, it was true, a liberal aid; but, after ſhe | 
had encouraged the allies to engage in their preſent unfortu- | 
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he believed, were now completely tired of the bufineſs, If 
my argument were neceffary to enforce this truth, he would 
requeſt their Lordſhips to look to the conduct of the King of 
Pruſha. He was the firſt to declare war againſt France, and, 
by the convention of 1793, he bound himſelf to purſue the 
war as 4 principal, which he did, until his famous declaration 
of a 1794, when his Britannic Majeſty was obliged to 
grant him an exorbitant ſubſidy, the moſt exorbitant the coun- 
try ever experienced, to induce him to act even as an auxiliary, 
in that cauſe in which he was the firſt to embark. The ſub- 
fidy which we had been drawn in to give him, nearly double 
of what was ever oo to any foreign power, therefore was 
evidently extorted from us by ſomething like a threat upon his 
part of - withdrawing from the war. As the war had been 
ronounced the common' cauſe of all civilized ſtates, was not, 
aſked, the Emperor as much bound as this kingdom to con- 
tribute to the expence, the ſalvation of whoſe country, it had 
been afſerted, depended on the deſtruction of France? Pre- 
vious to the ſubſidizing of Pruſſia, we had heard the Court of 
Berlin declaim againſt French principles; principles which it 
fad would promote anarchy, and overturn all government. 
The King, however, ſaw the abſurdity of ſuch expreſſions, 
and, regardleſs of the conſequence, he threatened to retire 
from the war, and England became the dupe of his conduct. 
Thus might we in the end be obliged to bear the whole ex- 
pence of the war; and he appealed to their Lordſhips whether 
we were either prepared or able to ſuſtain ſuch a burden? 
Viewing, therefore, the diſcordance, the inequality, exertion, 
and the waſted ſtate of the allies, together with the fruitleſs 
attempts already made, and ſtill making, he thought the object 
of the war both unattainable, and pregnant, in its conſe- 
quences, with the moſt big and awful calamities to this coun- 
try. From theſe reaſons it was, that he thought it his duty 
to endeavour to avert misfortune from his country, by moving 
the reſolutions which he had the honour of ſubmitting to their 
Lordſhips. What muſt people think of a kingdom that can 
att thus abſurdly ? What muſt they ſay? but that we were a 
fooliſh and unthinking nation, ready to purchaſe the aſſiſtance 
of Pruſſia (who had no objection to enliſt as a mercenary in 
this cruſade) at any price, and throw away the treaſures of 
the country on every chimerical occaſion that offered ? How 
could we reconcile the inconſiſtency of our conduct to the 
people of England? a people friendly to liberty, and adverſe 
to oppreſſion.” How could we look on with a degree of unjuf- 
tifiable apathy, and behold a patriotic prince expending his 
freaſures in ſupport. of the liberties of Poland, without ruſh- 
1 . ing 
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ing to his aid, when an inhuman war had been declared 
againſt that loyal and brave people ? Their liberties, while in 


imminent danger, did not excite in the breaſt of his Majeſty'; | 


miniſters any noble ſentiment that might urge them to inter- 


fere in behalf of a cruelly-treated, though high+ſpirited, na- 


tion. How could they, on one. fide, turn their back on 
humanity, and on the other declare, thaf they were hy- 


manely engaged in fighting the common cauſe of all civilized } 


nations? e | 
Inceſſant appeals were made to their Lordſhips' feelings in 


favour of a war that had for its object the preſervation of order, 


of religion, and humanity; it would be well, however, ſor 
their Lordſhips to recolleck, whether, in our very conduct to 


the King of Pruſſia, we did not act upon the contrary princi- 


ple, and pay him a ſubſidy only to enable him to wage the 


moſt cruel and inhuman war that ever was undertaken againſt 


any people. When we had the cry of humanity for ever in 
our mouths, it would be well that we felt its true and genuine 
emotions. While we ſtood by to fee the people of Poland, 
loyal, faithful to their neighbours, reſpectful to the rights of 
nations, and honourable in every part of their conduct, made 
the ſavage prey of our allies; nay, when we granted extrava- 
gant ſubſidies to enable our allies to proſecute their injuſtice 


with effect, to trample upon the necks of this brave and gal- 


lant people, without remorſe and without pity, what preten- 
fion had we to the true feeling of humanity? or how could 
we claim to ourſelves praiſe for honeſt and conſcientious re- 
gards to the well-being of fociety? If we made it a plea, that 
the principles of the French tended to attack the independence 


of nations, and that no neighbouring power was ſafe from 
their reſtleſs ambition and their arrogant tyranny. could we ſhut 


our eyes to the ſame practices in the conduct of thoſe powers 
with whom we were leagued? Did we not aſſiſt thoſe powers 
in aſſailing the independence of their neighbours, in trampling 
down order, in confounding eſtabliſhments, and in ſpreading 
ruin and deſolation over whole countries? It was idle and 
hypocritical to aſſume the pretext of humanity in the one in- 
ſtance, while we laughed it to ſcorn in the other. There was 
no integrity in our proceeding. One part of the war of Eu- 
rope was at variance in its principle with the other. The 
pretended defender of ſocial order, and of national independ- 
ence, in one place, was the affailant and violator of independ- 
ence in another; and while the people of this country were 
taught to believe that it was for virtue, and religion, and hu- 
manity, that we were at war, they were called upon for a ſub- 
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Britiſh Hiſtory, to enable him to carry on an unprovoked 
and —_— War” hr ny 1 8 e and virtuous e _ 


Poland. 95 
0 Reſolved, XI. That, with pech to * powers 77 were principale" in 


the preſent war (viz. the States General, the King of Pruſſla, and the ; 


Emperor), it appears to this Houle, that the States General, having re- 
fuſed to contract for the payment. of their portion of the ſubſidies to be paid 
to the King of Proflia la, beyond the term of the preſent year, have thereby 
reſerved. to thewſzly es a right to withdraw from the ſupport of the war at 
that period, and to throw the whole burden of it upon Great Britain. 
That the King of Pruſſia, being bound by the convention of July 1793, to 
att in the moſt perfeci capeer? and the moſt intimate confidence with his 
Majefty,” upon all the objects relative to the preſent war; and having then 


nmel to' continue to employ bis forces, as far as circumſtances would per- 


mt, in carrying on the cbar; and his Majeſty having fince been obliged, by 
the treaty, of the 19th of April 1794, to grant to the King of Pruſſia an 
enormous ſubſ idy, in order to engage him to continue to co-operate in the 
proſecution of the war, it follows that the King of Pruſſia is no longer a 
principal party, nor even an auxiliary in the ſaid war, but that he baſely 
lends out his troops to this country, in retu n for a moſt profitable pecuni- 
ary compenſation, at our expence; and that Great Britain is, in fact, 
baded'with his proper ſhare of the harden of a war, which is ſaid to be the 
commbn'cauſe of every : civilized ſtate. Finally, that if it were expedient, - 
or neceſſary, to purchaſe the King of Pruſſia's co-operation on ſuch terms, 
the Emperor, whoſe intereſts are more direCtly at ſtake, was full as much 
bound in reaſon and juſtice as his Majeſty, or ithe States General could be, 
to contribute equally to that expence; and that if, at any future period of 
the war, the Emperor's finances ſhould be ſo exhauſted as to make it im- 
peſſible for him to maintain it on his part, at bis own charge, his Imperial 
Majeſty will be invited and encouraged, if not juſtiñed, by the example and 
ſucceſs of the King of Pruſſia, to call upon this country to defray the whole 
expence of whatever army he may continue to employ againſt the French; 
nor does it appear to this Houſe, by what diſtinction in policy or in argu- 
ment, the terms granted to the King of Pruſſia can be refuſed to the Empe- 
tor, whoſe efforts and expences, in the courie of the war, have infinitely 
exceeded thoſe of Pruſſia; or how this country can, in prudence or with 
ſafety, decline a compliance with ſuch demands, if it be true, as has been 
declared, that the deſtruction of the preſent French government is efſential 
to the ſecurity of every thing avhich ts 2 80 dear and valuable to us as a 
nation. 5 

* Reſolved, XII. That it appears to this Houſe, that in 3 of 


the events of the war on the continent and elſewhere, all views of aggran- 


diſement and ambition on the part of France, ſu ppoſing the French to enter- 
tain ſuch views, are evidently unattainable, and muſt be relinquiſhed by 
France; and that, therefore, the object of the war, as it was originally 
proeſed on our part, viz. the reſtoration of pcace on terms of permanent 

ſecu- 
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| ſecurity, is now attainable, and may be ſecured, provided that, on oe -  ;, 
ae, fe French ſhall be content with the poſſeſſion and fafety of their . 1 2 thi 
country, 'and that we, on the other, ſhall adhere-to the principle of juſtc * Co 

Wa” pulicy, ſo often declared by his Majeſty, and avowed by bis miniſters, = — 
of uniformly abſtaining. from any interference with reſpect to the internal a. © a 


fairs of France. | 


« Reſolved; XIII. That it is the duty of his Majeſty's miniſters to avai . 
themſelves of the preſent circumſtances of the war, and to promote a pacif- 9 n 
cation by every means in their power, by propoſing to France equitable and i 2 5 
moderate conditions, and, above all things, by abfaining from any inter. _ 6 

ference in the internal affairs of France. . ig 
© Reſolved, XIV. That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that in every poſſi. renc 2 

ble caſe, it is equally deſirable that his Majeſty ſhould make an explicit de- why: 0 
claration of his views. If it is the intention not to interfere in the internal tonal Ki! 
government of France, nothing can contribute ſo much to advance a nego- of;courfe. 
ciation. with thoſe-who now exerciſe the power of government in that coun- and n 
try, as ſuch a declaration ſolemnly and explicitly made. If, on the other 3 CO! 
hand, it is intended to interfere, it is highly eſſential to make the degree of in conteqt 
interference preciſely known, to induce ſuch parts of the French nation az eme upo 
are diſſatisfied with the preſent government, to unite and exert themſelves and oy 7 
with ſatis faction and ſecurity. 8 tHe. 6/24 1s — is p 

| Theſe Reſolutions, the Duke ſaid, referred to the object of 3 in 
the war as it was originally profeſſed on our fide, namely, the n 
reſtoration of peace on terms of permanent ſecurity, This : 
had been the firſt declared intention of this country in the war. WN 
It ought undoubtedly to be our uniform object; and this, in ade 
his mind, could only be obtained by propoſing to France des wh. 
equitable and moderate conditions, Above all, as the means ee 
of coming to a proper underſtanding, a preciſe and direct _ Rs 
claration fhould be made, ſolemnly and explicitly ſtating the | e 
objects that we had in view, and thus finally to clear away all pon, 5 
the miſunderſtandings to which our former conduct had given Wl te. dead. 
riſe during the war. Their Lordſhips would perceive that | Hood's des 
_ theſe Reſolutions were generally declarations of facts, recorded | Auen, 
on their Journals, h from publie papers, which had Louis X U. 
en laid upon their table. ? | 5 mould 

"Tho thug gone through his ſtring of Reſolutions, his NING] 
Grace called upon their Lordſhips to obſerve, that, drawn A 8 Is 
they were from the official documents on the table, and briefly Cup ach 
recapitulating the declarations that had been made from a 8 
to time, they preſented to the attentive mind various e b fr6s 
contradictions — contradictions with regard to our object, e -:ths 
contradictions with regard to our allies, and to the me WY though the 
which we had for the purſuit of the war. He had faithfully df offence. 
copied them from thoſe documents, and he was miſtaken! herſelf, wi 


they ought not to have a ſerious influence'on their Loring Vor. IV 
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86 to the concluſions 'te be drawn from them. His Grace 
ſewed from the collection of ſtate papers, that the Prince of 
due Cobourg, in April 1793, had joined with Dumourier in 
an avowed attempt to reſtore the conſtitution of 1789, though 
it was that conſtitution againſt which the war had been 
um. The proclamation of Saxe Cobourg was dated on 
the.cth-of April, and, among many other profeſſions, ſtated, 


Af General Dumourier ſhallidefire it, the Prince of Saxe 
Cobourg will join a part of his troops, or all his army, to the 
french army, to co-operate as friends and brothers in arms, 
| worthy: of reci l efteem3 to give to France her conſtitu- 
tional: King, the conſtitution ſhe had formed for herſelf, and 
ofcourſe; to rectify it, if the nation ſhall find it i ect; 
nd to xevive in France, as well as all the reſt of Europe, 
peace, confidence, tranquillity, and happineſs. He declares, 
in confequence, upon hit word of honour alſo, that he will not 
tome upon the French territory to make conqueſts, but ſolely 

This proclamation the Duke oppoſed to that of the ſame 
prince of Saxe Cobourg, dated from his head quarters at 
Mons, in four ſhort days after, vis. on the 9th of April, 
vberein he totally revolet and annuls all that he had antecedently 
delared, by the direction, as it is ſuppoſed, of the Auſtrian 
cabinet, + Though he had thus again declared againſt the con- 
ſtitution of 1789, it did not appear, however, that all the 
dlies zy ho were co· operating with him were of the ſame ſenti- 
ment; for, a ſew months afterwards, Lord Hood conſented 
to ſupport the Touloneſe, in reſtoring monarchy and that very 
conſtitution,” General Wurmſer Sho. on Dumourier's de- 
ection, had called his © the cauſe of the conſtitution of 1789, 
the good cauſe, had again, in a few months after Lord 

's declaration, refuſed not only to contend for that con- 
ſtitution, but had likewiſe refuſed to hold places in Alface for 
Louis XVII. and had inſiſted that his conqueſts on the Rhine 
ſhould be reſtored to the German empire. „ 

With regard, more particularly, to the conduct of Great 
Britain, it had, if poſhble, been more inconſiſtent than that 
of any other of the allies. This was originally profeſſed to be 
a war of defence on our part; but when the French were 
driven from the Auſtrian Netherlands into their own territo- 
nes, the war was ſtill purſued with increaſed eagerneſs, 
though the object of it had changed, and it had become a war 
of offence. We had aſſiſted Auſtria to make conqueſts for 
terſelf, while we had not only taken poſſeſſion of ſome of the 

Vor. IV, ä French 
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French colonies for ourſelves, but had alſo ſhewn a defire af ted on 
gaining ſomething in Europe. | „ den powe 
Hie would not ſay much of the proceedings before we inter de, with 
fered in the war; the riſe of the French revolution had been went on tl 
ſo often a ſubject of diſcuſſion in that Houſe, that it was cer bey laid 
tainly unneceſſary for him to dwell upon it. To whaterer de career 
other cauſes it might be aſſigned, it was chiefly to be aſcribed, nd to the 
in his opinion, to the part which France took in the American blowed. 
war. It originated with the men who were ſent to the conti: de firſt ra 
nent of America to aſſiſt that people in their ſtruggle with us ere pure 
There they imbibed the principles of freedom; there theyMMbleſt ex: 
firſt drank at the delicious fountain of independence; and wuntry fre 
elated with the proſperous ifſue of that ſtruggle, they returned ty to 
burning with an enthuſiaſtic ardour for the deliverance of theiti theſe 1 
native land. Soon after the monarch met his people. By al e think. w 
the accounts that he had ever heard, he was good and benef- n Monſiet 
cent, he was eager for the welfare of his people, and he bum Franc 
honeſtly wiſhed to favour a melioration of their condition. It ing. W 
was not wonderful that men, attached to ancient prejudices, ¶ N auended v 
and bred under the ancient ſyſtem, ſhould be prone to take country, it 
alarm at the reforms which were introduced: In fact, they derved by 
| were too prone, and relinquiſhed their country, rather than gion, orde: 
ſubmit to a temperate reform. Yet the revolution proceeded ef his day 
for ſome time with unexampled quiet: Probably a revolution erer, been 
never had been brought about with ſo little bloodſhed ; and it The treac! 
was a memorable fact, that for a conſiderable time the country duns profe! 
- remained in a ſtate of great order, ſecurity, and peace. Specu- v ſuch a 
lative men afterwards attempted to form a ſyſtem too pure for {WWrentured hi 
the preſent ſtate of ſociety. Still, though its theories were WWriipn, had 
too perfect and fine for the condition of men at this day, yet WWdngged thi 
pee would have ſoftened down thoſe: theories, and would {WWreracity of 
Raye made it one of the moſt extraordinary and grand ſtruc- tation of 
tures that was ever formed by man. This, however, was an {WWretiring th 
idea which he knew would be. fcouted by thoſe who thought iter dung! 
that no man could be happy who did not live by the will of Wt ſome Ar 
another. While employed on this great and important work, lolpital, it 
they certainly manifeited no hoſtility to other nations; they vs thus w 
propagated no doctrines injurious tothe peace or ſafety ol liberty, tha 
other powers; and, unleſs ſome trifling and inſigniſicant di- fad, muſt! 
utes about boundaries, nothing happened that could be faid WM I Fayette? 
juſtly to extite the jealouſy. of other nations. Two of the great WW and ber tra 
powers of Europe, however, the principles of whoſe gorem - lullied, an 
ment were purely deſpotic, affected to fee the progreſs of ti i Were was 
revolution with alarm. They thought it was impoſſible ict Weng K 
4 Wor 4 0 


men to be happy, who governed themſelves by rules of a&tion 


agree, iollible wa 
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They laid the foundation of all that has followed; they begun 
the career into which we and other nations had been brought; 
ud to them ee, will look for all the horrors that have 
followed; . The c 


sbleſt examples of hiſtory 3 they were eager to deliver their 
wuntry from deſpotiſm, but they were actuated by the pureſt 
bjalty to their ſovereign, and reſpect for civil rights. How 


u think whar outrages had been committed on theſe perſons, 
en Monſieur la . 15," pegs particular, who profeſſedly retired 


be dom France becauſe he would not factifice his loyalty to his 
Ing. When he: found his efforts not only ineffectual, but 
ces, ended with great perſonal danger, he fled into a neutral 
acc country, in the full conviction of finding the laws of nations 
hey N cbſerved by thoſe who profeſſed to be warring for rcaſon, reli- 
han e gon, order, equity, and juſtice, and of paſſing the remainder 
led ger his days in tranquillity. The laws of nations had, how- 
108 erer, been openly violated by the powers at war with France. 
Ait The treachery which M. de la Fayette experienced from per- 
try ons profeſſing themſelves engaged in the cauſe of humanity, 
cu. yas fuch as muſt diſguſt every gentleman of feeling. He who 
for WWrentured his exiſtence to fave the life of his unfortunate Sove- 
re rtien, had been arreſted like a common felon, with his friend, and 
ſet N dnoged the Lord knew where. They had no right to diſpute the 
d veracity of Monſieur la Fayette, for his whole life was an illuf- 


tation of truth, diſintereſtedneſs, and honour. Vet though 


n e nctiring the victim of loyalty, he was doomed to dungeon 
bt lter dungeon, and was at length transferred from a Pruſſian 
of to ſome Auſtrian dungeon and hoſpital, Whether dungeon or 
„ oqital, it was, indeed, the fame thing; in his perſon liberty 
nus chus wounded in the moſt outrageous manner. The ſpirit of 
It liderty, that ſtill glowed in every Engliſhman's hreaſt, his Grace 

„dal. muſt reprobate his perſecutors and opprefiors, while M. de 


[lr Fayttte's name would live in the brighteſt page of hiſtory, 
ad de tranſmitted down to the lateſt poſterity, pure and un- 
bullied, and poſterity would do juſtice to his character. That 
there was much to blame in the lyſtem of liberty firſt adopted in 
France, much to correct, much to alter, was certain. What 


Aa2 day! 
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reed on by themſelves z and having the foundations of their 
bun power laid upon undiſputed deſpotiſm, they affected to 
ke; with jealouſy and dread, the:eſtabliſhment of a govern- 
nent on the more rational priagiptes of liberty and freedom. 


| itution of 1789 was formed by men of 
the firſt-rank,; both in diſtinction and talents; their motives - 
xere pure, and their end was laudable; they followed the 


hd theſe men been received in foreign countries? He bluſhed 
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a work, however, was a ſyſtem of government! and how im- 
Plble was it, that human wiſdom could make it perfect in a 
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to which humanity could be ſubjected, had paſſed on the de- 


voted ſcene of France. Their Lordſhips' hearts had been often 


torn with the melancholy recital! Noble Lords thought it ne- 
ceſſary to dwell with emphaſis on the ſhocking events tuat 
crowded on one another, and that filled every boſom with 
horror, indignation, pity, and diſguſt, as the feelings were 
rouſed againſt the tyrants, or turned towards the victims. 
But had not the allied powers urged them on to all theſe 
ſavage acts? Had they not been preſſed on from cruelty to 


cruelty, from murder to murder, goaded, hunted, ſet upon like | 
beaſts of prey, and rendered deſperate in the toils? Had they 


not taught them, that nothing but their extermination would 
ſatisfy the courts of Europe? Had they not made a ſolemn 
declaration againſt their lives, that nothing bur their blood 
could give ſecurity to Europe? And having thus demanded, 
in the face of France, the lives of their leaders, the men who 


the ſweets of liberty, could it be expected that they would 


deliver up their leaders, or ſtand by, and tamely ſee them tom 
From their ſides? How abſurd, he remarked, it was to ſup- 
Pole that people would ſacrifice their leaders, to humour the | 


Caprice of their enemies, when they had no fixed plan, when 
no ſpecific object had been declared! As lang as this was the 
Caſe, there was no proſpect but eternal war. To deſtroy the 

overnment (continued his Grace) you muſt deſtroy the French 
ie. you muſt deſtroy French principles, you muſt deſtroy 

e 
Lor 
from all that was paſſing, ſuch an expectation could be enter- 
tained by any reaſonable man. My Lords (ſaid the Duke), 
let us not deceive ourſelves, let us not be: made the dupes of 
our own declamation; before we bring theſe people to the 


tribunal of juſtice, let us be ſure that our own. hearts are free | 


from the crimes that we affect to abhor; let us be ſure that we 
have not created the fury which has produced theſe horrors ; 
and let us coolly and deliberately, inquire, as friends of that 
humanity whi 


ſelves the right to dictate what ſhould be their government, or 
who ſhould be their governors.” on EY 


«h 4 


_ FLomwny,\ 


day { Subſequent to the King's death, every ſpecies of horror, 


had given to them, however they might at preſent exercile it,. 


peoples and he entreated the impartial opinion of their 
ſhips, whether, judging from all that had paſſed, and 


is fo inceſſantly our theme, if we ſhould not 
better promote the object of reſtoring France to the happinels | 

of order, tranquillity, and government, if, inſtead of render- | 
wg its leaders furious and deſperate; we were to make 2 ſpe⸗ | 
cihc declaration, that we had no deſire of interfering in their 
domeſtic concerns, and did not preſume to arrogate to o 
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It was the friends of deſpotiſm in France, he inſiſted, who 
nid the foundation of every horror that ſucceeded the revolu- 
tion. It was to them that all the maſſacres muſt be attributed, 
that all men muſt deplore. It was they who inſtructed the 
ople to diſtruſt a good and humane King, who, they made 
them believe, was ſo ſhackled by his Nobility, and ſo wrapt in 
- old prejudices, that he could not fulfil what a momentary ex- 
pediency obliged him to grant to his people. The conduct 
ofthe allies conſpired with other cauſes to bring about a ſecond. 
revolution; and the allies excited many ot thoſe horrors 
which their Lordſhips had been in the habit of reprobating. 
The Duke next proceeded to ſpeak of the arguments which 
were urged in favour of the war from the ſtate of things in this 
country. It was ſaid, that we went to war to prevent the in- 
troduction of Jacobin principles into England. How it was 
poſſible to prevent the introduction of principles he could not 
eaſily perceive. That it could be poſſible to prevent the intro- 
duction of Jacobins, was certain. What bars or bolts, what 
engineering or artillery, could prevent the inroad of principles, 
he knew not. This was not a country to be invaded by doc- 
trines contrary to human reaſon: Sentiments favourable to 
liberty, he thanked God, were not new to the een, of Eng- 
land; ſentiments that cheriſhed licentioufneſs would be re- 
ceived by no people who were not under the torture of oppreſ- 
ſion z it was only when the mind was ſuffering from deſpotiſm 
that it was driven to deſperate courſes; the trueſt and moſt 
ſecure barrier againſt licentiouſneſs was a rational ſyſtem of free- 
dom. What had produced all the intemperance of thoſe doc- 
trines which were defined by the term of Jacobiniſm, but the 
ſyſtem of oppreſſion and tyranny under which the people of 
France had formerly been doomed to live? What were the 
means of preventing ſimilar doctrines from taking root in the 
breaſts of Engliſhmen ? The ſecuring to them the enjoyment 
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of the privileges derived from the conſtitution. © Let us then, 1 
my Lords (ſaid the Duke), look at home, inſtead of declaiming 38 
againſt the French; let us take care that we are not, by raſh 4 
reer, on the temper of the people, laying the ſeeds of $1] 
diſcontent- and diforder. It is a melancholy conſideration, „ 


that the alarm whieh has been ſo induſtriouſſy ſpread againſt 
French principles, has been the preface to Pane Vrakek | 
principles ourſelves. We are daily breaking. through thoſe 
ſtrong fenees that give confidence to the minds of Eneliſh- 
men, and that have taught them to be Prong of the ſyſtem 
under which they live; that reverence for the conſtitution, 
which is the ſource both of obedience and energy, is dail 
diminiſhed by the ſtratagems to which reſort has been had = 
L | | a - 33 
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a6d by the raſh and violent meaſures which have been adopted. 


Look at the laws which have been made fince this alarm was 
excited, and ſee if they are calculated to endear Engliſhmen to 


their native land? When laws are made, or when laws are 
repealed, by the three branches of the Legiſlature, they ought 
to be ſo done upon mature deliberation. The neceſſity ought 
to be made manifeſt to the world; there ought not only to be 
no juggling, no trick, no deluſion practiſed, but there ought 


to be no appearance of precipitation; there ought to be none 
of that haſte which can ſtamp a ſtatute with the character of 


raſhneſs. My Lords (added his Grace) I recommend to you 
to reflect on your late acts, and ſubject them to this teſt. In 
the firſt place, Parliament was ſummoned to meet the year 
before laſt on a falſe pretext. Your Lordſhips will always 
recollect, that, in ſpeaking of the acts of Government, I ſpeak 
of them as the acts of miniſters. The law required, to the 


ſummoning of a Parliament on ſuch ſhort notice, that there 


ſhould be either an inſurrection, or a threatened invaſion. 
There was no invaſion, and thus Parliament was fummoned 
together againſt law. There was no inſurrection, for miniſ- 
ters had not found a fingle public or private traitor to bring to 
trial. Here, then, was an act of Government in direct con- 
tradiction of poſitive law; and the more cloſely the matter 
was examined, the more it would be found that miniſters had 
one great lengths. The next breach of law was in a body of 
Fiefian troops being kept in this country.“ [Lord Grenville, 
and other Lords, ſaid the Heſſian troops were gone]. The 
Noble Duke faid it was of no importance to his argument, 
whether theſe foreign troops were {till here, or whether they 
Had been at length withdrawn. Miniſters might be tired of 
infringing the law of the land, but they had infringed it; they 
had brought them here, they had kept them here, againſt the 
known ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitution. PL | 
The next thing that he ſhouid mention might, perhaps, his 
Grace ſaid, be thought trivial by ſome perſons; but every 
man, who obſerved the progreſs of human affairs accurately, 
knew that, from things ſeemingly trivial in themſelves, effects 
often flowed, which led to dreadful conſequences. When 
once a foundation was laid for error, however trivial the firſt 
ſtep might be, the bewildered mind was eafily led on from 
gradation to gradation, and every ſtep was more important 


than the former. The matter to which he alluded: had hap- | 


pened but four days ago. Their Lordſhips, in direct violation 
of a ſtanding order of the Houſe, had proceeded to pats 
through a moſt important Bill jn one day. The wiſdom of 


their anceſtors had laid it down as a laſting rule, that no ſuch 
; g 8 precipi- 
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theſe very wars have brought upon induſtry (paſſion excited 
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recipitation ſhould be practiſed. How eſſential it was to the 
well-being of ſociety, to the dignity as well as to the effect of 


their proceedings, that this rule ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved, he 


needed not to ſay; but becauſe it was found that it had once 
been violated before, their Lordſhips choſe to break it again. 
One breach of order was to juſtify another breach; and thus 
the people at large were taught to believe, that all their boaſted 
reſpe& for principles was affeCtation, and that they had no 
ſcruple-in departing from the moſt eſtabliſhed rules, when it 
happened to accommodate a prefent occaſion. He thought it 
his duty to point out theſe facts to their Lordſhips, as tending 
to implant on the minds of men a feeling unfavourable to that 
order, obedience, reverence ſor the conſtitution, and abhorrence 
of change, which it was ſo much the faſhion to profeſs to pro- 
pagate. Theſe facts were calculated to inculcate in every ob- 
lervant mind the idea, that while we were railing at French 
docttines, we did not diſdain to purſue them; that we held in 
contempt both the voice of reaſon and the voice of the people; 
and that, in utter defiance of all deliberative wiſdom, every 
thing was made to give way to the imperious vote of an over- 
bearing majority. LEED pol „ 

Another meaſure, that had been too ſucceſsfully purſued, 
had tended not leſs to engender diſcontent, animoſity, and diſ- 
order. The aſſociation of placemen and penſioners, which 
bred and foſtered ſwarms of ſpies and informers, was ſo oppo« 


ite to the genuine ſyſtem of the Britiſh Government, ſo de- 


teſtable to-the frank hearts and candid minds of Engliſhmen, 


ſo deſtructive of the openneſs, generoſity, truth, and freedom 


of the national character, that it was a meaſure of the groſſeſt 
impoliey. That men ſhould be appointed to watch over the 
levities of converſation, the unguarded moments of convivia- 
lity, and to treaſure up and give information of perhaps the 
haſty expreſſions of paſſion, excited by the irkſome penalties of 

Landing of 


perhaps by the perſon's having loſt his all), his furniture, his 
tools, perhaps, taken to ſatisfy the taxes brought upon him by 
the increaſing burdens of the State; and for theſe expreſſions 
of momentary paſſion, rung from him by agony, that perſons 
of this kind ſhould be dragged into a court of juſtice, was a 
horror at which the heart of a free man muſt revolt. Thank 
God, the horror went no further. They had been brought 


into oourts of juſtice indeed, but, in general, the proper feel- 


ings of their fellou- citizens had urged them to act as became 
Engliſhmen; they had, in general, acquitted them; and by 
their verdict of Not- guiliy, had given the moſt eg 0 

. . rebuke 
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rebuke to the oppreſſion of ſuch a charge. But what muſt be 
the emotion raiſed in the breaſts of that very jury, when even 
their verdict was not ſufficient to give deliverance to the object 


of perſecution ; and when they found that the priſoner was 
not able to quit the bar without the leave and the reproach. of | 
the Judge ? Theſe things were ſurely not. calculated to pre. | 


ſerve in the minds of men, that admiration of the conſtitution, 
that love and reverence for our laws, that it was ſo deſirable to 
inculcate. 25 


The Duke at length came to the immediate queſtion of the 


War. It was argued, that it was impoſſible to make peace, on 


account of the ſpeeches that had been delivered in the National 


Convention, and from the reports of Barrere, in which it had 


been ſtated, that propoſitions had been made, through our 
miniſter at the Swiſs Cantons, and that they had rejected all 


propoſals of pacification with diſdain. If the reports of Bar- 


rere, and the ſpeeches in the Britiſn Parliament, were to be 


conſidered as the ſentiments of the people, peace would indeed 


be unattainable; but arguments againſt peace, founded on 
vague expreſſions in debate, were not- worthy ſerious regard. 
Their Lordſhips had often heard in that Houſe expreſſions as | 
ill- timed, as contemptuous, as ' virulent againſt. the leaders of 

Tance, as any expreſſions uſed in the Convention at Paris | 
could poſſibly be againſt us. He aſked their Lordſhips, whe- 
ther they thought ſo ill of his Majeſty's miniſters, as to believe | 
that they would refuſe to liſten to equitable terms of peace, | 
becauſe they had been guilty of a number of idle terms of re- 


proach, or of unmeaſured expreſſions of contempt, in their 


ſpeeches in Parliament? He did not believe it poſſible that 
any ſet of men could be governed by motives ſo narrow; and 


as the conduct of the leaders on both ſides had been equal in 


this reſpect, he ſaw no obſtacle to negociation in their mutual 


reproaches. 


The next argument was, how was it poſlible to make a per- | 


manent peace with ſuch people? The word permanent, the 
Noble Duke ſaid, was a new epithet, and one, the force. of 


which he did not perfectly comprehend, as applied to treaties } 


between nations. Hiſtory would not create in their Lord- 


ſhips* minds any elevated reſpect for the term; for hiſtory was 
but a memorial, that no peace had been permanent, when it 
ſuited either the one or both parties to break it. No ſolemnity } 


in the engagement, no proſpect of duration, however plaubble, 


had ever been realized; and why they ſhould now be ſo faſti- 
dious in truſting to theſe people, he profeſſed he could not 
conjecture. He took it, that theſe people, like all others in 
the {ame condition, would act by the rule of intereſt, ang vo , 


at } 
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that only. It was a melancholy recollection, that peace had 
never. been continued by the influence of juſtice; and all the 
unjuſt Wars which had taken place in the world, had never 
made the impreſſion upon rulers and governors of kingdoms to 
kter them from purſuing the ſame courſe. It ſeldom hap- 
ned that an (unjuſt war was undettaken- without involving 
its authors in dreadful conſequences, The moſt unjuſt war 
that had ever been made againſt this country had brought con- 
ſequences on' the head of the King of France that made it 
ſhocking to recollect; the conſequence of his having interfered 
in the internal concerns of this country afforded a memorable 
ſon to other Princes and Powers; the French King had 
gained his end in ſeparating and cutting off a conſiderable part 
of our empire; but what had been the dreadful cataſtrophe to 
himſelf and his family? Miniſters had repeatedly declared, 
that they would never treat with the preſent Government of 
Francez but were they ſo preſuming as to ſay, that if the 
King and the Nation were to declare their deſire for peace, 
they would not think themſelves bound: to acquieſce and treat 
accordingly ? nn Ns „5 5 
The Duke earneſtly entreated their Lordſhips' attention to 
the reſolutions which he had read, and to the whole ſubject as 
it ſtood at this impending criſis. He entreated them to diſ- 
| miſs from their minds all paſſion, which could ſerve only to 
blind the judgment, and to obſcure truth; to look fairly at the 
conduct of our allies ; at the evident change in the ſentiments 
| of a conſiderable part of Europe; and he was confident that 
if they would weigh the queſtion in the impartial ſcales of 
reaſon, they would be perſuaded, that the courſe in which we 
were engaged was neither promiſing, politic, nor ſafe; that 
there was no real foundation for the alarms which we affected 
to entertain; and that viewing the energy with which the 
French waged war for their independence, and feeling corre- 
ſpondent vigour in our own breaſts, we ſhould be convinced 
that we could neither conquer France, nor that France could 
conquer us. He was aware that it had been too much of late 
the practice to impute to perſons, who ventured to ſtem the 
torrent of ruling opinions, motives of a ſiniſter and improper 
lind, and that even Members of the Legiſlature were not 
ſpared from theſe calumnies, if they preſumed, in a conſcien- 
tous diſcharge of their duty, to give their ſentiments freely 
upon theſe topics. It was not the moſt honourable. part of 
the preſent ſyſtem to practiſe fuch arts. He hoped that no 
man would be deterred, on account of them, from purſuing 
vhat he felt to be the honeſt line of duty to his King and Coun- 
ity; and he declared that, for himfelf, he held them in fove« 
You. IV." "=D Þ. _* reign 
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reign contempt. - The Duke concluded with moving his fit 
reſolution. 


The Earl of Darnley and Lord Auckland roſe together, but the 


former giving way, 


Tord Auckland ſaid, that as one of the reſolutions brought 
forward perſonally affected him, he felt ſolicitous to offer what | 
occurred to him reſpecting it. The Noble Duke had been 
pleaſed to conſider one of the declarations preſented by him, 
when ambaſſador to the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, as calumniating certain perſons at the head of another 

Government, towards which his Majeſty had profeſſed to ob- 
ſerve a ſtrict neutrality. It certainly would have been candid 
to have given him notice that ſuch a 8 was meant to be 
that this attention 

had been neglected n inadvertence. The follow. 
ing are the words on which the Noble Duke is pleaſed to 

ground his charge: It is not quite four years ſince certain 

c miſcreants, aſſuming the name of Philoſophers, have pre- 
4 ſumed to think themſelves capable of eſtabliſhing a new 
4 ſyſtem of civil ſociety. In order to realize this dream, the 
« offspring of vanity, it became neceſſary for them to overturn 

and deſtroy all eſtabliſhed notions of ſubordination, of mo- 
« rals, and of religion, which had hitherto conſtituted the ſe- 
“ curity, the happineſs, and the conſolation of mankind.” In 
order to appreciate - theſe expreſſions, he muſt entreat their 
Lordſhips to recollect the date of the paper from which the 
extract is taken. That paper is dated 25th January 1793, 
| ſeveral weeks ſubſequent to the Revolutionary Decree iſſued 
by the Convention for the avowed purpoſe of ſubverting every 
Government in Europe; ſubſequent alſo to the invaſion of the 
territory of Holland, by the forcible entry of French armed 
veſſels into the Scheldt ; four days ſubſequent to the atroci- 
ous murder of the unfortunate King; and fix days prior to 
the declaration of war againſt England and Holland; in order 
to which the moſt perfidious meaſures had already been adopted 
by the French Executive Council. Under ſuch circumſtances } 
he did not think it aan l the time to manage his exprel- 
imſelf called upon to juſtify them. 

He certainly meant to allude to that deſcription of perſons } 
who had principally managed the firſt Conſtituent Aſſembly, 
to whoſe vanity, preſumption, folly, and infernal wickedneſs, 

he had attributed the whole maſs of calamities, crimes, and | 
dangers, which now afflict and appal mankind. He particu | 
larly meant Meſſrs. Briſſot, Condorcet, Syeyes, Pethion, and 


brought forward; he was however ſatisfie 


ſons, nor did he now feel 


their co-operators ; ſome of whom were of a higher rank and 


deſcription. He did not mean to allude to the men of * ; 
| 25 | | _—_ 
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ri WM ho have taken the lead in the preſent Convention: Thoſe 


WF gen (with the fingle exception of Syeyes) have not even the 
the WW pretenfion or the affectation of philoſophy z they never have 

deen an ambition to be conſidered in any other point of view 
ght dan as atheiſts and aſſaſſins; the enemies of God and the 
hat human race: To that deſcription they bad by their deeds ſup- 


cen ported their title. He had no apology to make either to them 


im, er to their predeceſſors for the ſentiments and language which 
ro- be bad fo long maintained reſpecting them. i 
her Having thus diſpoſed of a point on which he had a perſonal 


ob- cim to be heard, he wiſhed next to ſubmit a few remarks on 
did e the general purport of the Noble Duke's reſolutions; and 
be 


though in ſtrict form the diſcuſſion ought to be confined to 

te iſ of thoſe reſolutions, the uſage of debate would allow 

him to conſider the whole together. It was even a point of 

candour and of fairneſs to purſue this line, as he intended to 

conclude with a motion of adjournment; _ i 

I The reſolutions brought forward by the Noble Duke had at 
leaſt one advantage; they precluded an objection which had 


e 6 

he WH lately been often made, and with too much reaſon; they made 
rn it nearly impoſſible to introduce extraneous matter into debate; 
o- they opened the whole circle ef politics, foreign and domeſtic. 


He truſted, however, that their Lordſhips would be litele diſ- 
poſed to diſcuſs thoſe reſolutions ſeriatim; it would be a waſte 
of time. The ſubſtance of each reſolution had already been 


he ably and fully ſpoken to by ſeveral Noble Lords in 3 | 
3. debates z he would therefore confine himſelf to a few general 
remarks: e ors | 


Noble Duke had been pleaſed to ſay, that if any dangerous fer- 
mentations prevail, they have been introduced by the culpable 
ſyſtem of Government, and by the innovation of law and of order. 
And the Noble Duke, adverting to the meaſures lately adopted 
by Parliament for the effectual ſuppreſſion of feditious at- 
tempts, had reprehended thoſe meaſures in terms more re- 
markable for their force, than for their juſtice, prudence, or 
temperance. - Lord Auckland added, that if he knew leſs on 
this ſubject, he ſhould be diſpoſed to ſay more; but having 


an accuſer, and ſhould at any rate feel it objectionable to enter 
into criminal charges, which are now referred to judicial exa- 
mination. He would only remark in general, that, whatever 
was the extent of the danger, it had in great meaſure: ceaſed 
from the moment that the conſpiracy came under cognizatice 
and public inquiry: If however that conſpiracy had been longer 
neglected, it would have become a corroding and fatal cancer 
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And firſt, as to the internal ſituation of the kingdom. The 


acted in it as a magiſtrate, he couid not uſe the language of 
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within the boſom and vitals of the kingdom. And here it 
ſeemed material to remark, that the ſeditious diſpoſition had 


been confined to a low and bankrupt claſs, miſguided and in- 


ſtigated by a few deſperate and wrong-headed individuals. It 
had alſo appeared, that in the great bulk of this country, in the 
people at large, there exiſt a prevalence of good fenſe and of 
| loyalty; a ſtrong attachment to the conſtitution under which 
we enjoy ſuch bleſſings; and a juſt apprehenſion of the delu- 
five notions which have eke upon Franee the cruelic{t 
deſpotiſm ever ſeen in the worſt pages of the hiſtory of man- 
kind; a deſpotiſm under which one half of that unhappy na- 
tion is occupied in the robbery and murder of thę other half. 
The Noble Duke, and others who acted with him, might 
poſſibly conſider theſe ſtatements as exaggerated, and as tending 
to give ill founded alarms, He was not diſpoſed to attribute 
their opinions to bad motives; he could not believe them to 
be other than ſincere z but their opinions differed ſo glaringly 
and fo ſtrikingly from thoſe which he felt, that either he or 
they muſt be under the impreſſion of a moral and intellectual 
blindneſs. If that blindneſs affected him, and thoſe who 
thought as he did, it carried with it at leaſt one conſolation; 
it might give ſuperfluous anxieties, but its whole tendency 
was to do good, and to preſerve mankind from evil. On the 
contrary, it thoſe who laugh at the preſent alarms, ſhou!d 
appear in the reſult ro be ſhutting their eyes againit great and 


real danger, he thanked God molt heartily that they were few | 


in number either in or out of Parliament. Such a biin dueſs, 
if more general, might prove fatal to the whole ſyſtem of civil 
ſociety, and to every conſideration for which life is worth 
preſerving, | 


It remained to ſay a few words on our external ſituation, 
The Noble Duke had attempred to ſhew in ſome detail, that 
the objects of the war had in the courſe of it been contradict- 
ory, and that it was become impoſſible to attain them. He 
fully agreed with the Noble Duke as to the difficulties and 
riſques of the war; he never had ſeen it otherwiſe. than with 
the moſt ſerious uneaſineſs. It might be in the recollection 


of many that he had expreſſed himſelf ſtrongly to this effect 


on the firſt day of the ſeſſion. Nothing had fince happened | 


to leſſen his uneafineſs; on the contrary, it was gaining 


ſtrength. When he ſaw in the people of France a deſperate 


abandonment of all principles of humanity, morality, and re- 
ligion; when they were known to overleap every conſideration 
which muſt reſtrain the exertions of other nations as long 25 
there remains on the earth any regard for life or for property, 
he could not but feel that in this point of view the conteſt it 
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unequal. We certainly have a formidable enemy; but we 
have no alternative; we are in the predicament of a rower 
againſt a torrent, 35 1 
n „ Si brachia forte remiſit ; 

66 Atque illum in prezceps prono rapit alveus amni.“ 

4 N * 2 : ' 


«Owe other hand, he was far from feeling deſpondence. It 


was not to be ſuppoſed that ſo unnatural and ſo monſtrous a 
paroxyſm as that of France could be permanent. His confi- 
dence in the protection of Providence would not allow him to 
believe that the Supreme Being had determined the ſubver- 
ſion of all ſtates, and the general deſtruction of mankind: by 
each other's hands. He hoped therefore, that before the next 
ſeſſion ſhould arrive, the proſpects of Europe would be far leſs 
gloomy than he confeſſed them to be at preſent, and that we 
ſhould be drawing towards a ſafe cloſe of a juſt and unavoid- 
able war. He concluded by a motion of adjournment. 
Lord Darnley ſaid, he had given way with pleaſure to the 
Noble Lord who had juſt ſat down, as the- opportunities of 
that Noble Lord enabled him to give a better and more expli- 
cit reply to certain points touched on by the Noble Duke, than 
he could pretend to do; but he would treſpaſs a feu moments 
upon their Lordſhips' time, as he was eager to ſpeak his ſen- 
timents on the ſituation of affairs at that period of the ſeſſion, 
and to ſtate the reaſons why he could not agree with any of 
the reſolutions propoſed by the Noble Duke. All the argu- 
ments which had been uſed in favour of peace were ſuch as 
had been often urged and often refuted before; nothing new 
had been ſaid, to prove that this country could with ſafety or 
honour make a peace with the preſent Government of France. 
With regard to what had fallen from the Noble Duke reſpect- 
ing the internal ſtate of our affairs, he muſt alſo differ from it; 
becauſe it appeared to him, that every ſtep taken by miniſters 
was called for by the neceſſity of the times, and that they 
would have betrayed their truſt, if they had neglected to fol- 
low thoſe meaſures. He declared, that, although he had been 
ſilent upon the different days this ſubject had been debated in 
that Houſe, he was ſo only becauſe others had preſented them- 
ſelves whom he thought better informed upon the ſubject; 
but he would take the liberty of ſtating, that his Majeſty's 
miniſters had his thanks for the ſpirited manner in which they 
had proceeded. He thought the war had, been fairly and 
juſtly entered into on our parts; nor did he think, although 
there might be ſome little difference in wording the different 


papers alluded to by the Noble Duke, there was the ſmalleſt 


Variation in principle, or contradiction in fact, in any thing 
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that had been ifſued by the different combined powers. Wich 
reſpect to the ſubſidizing the King of Pruſſia, the fair queſtian 
was not, whether he could or could not go on without that 
ſubſidy, but whether we required. his den 3 and, being 


under that neceſſity, whether we could have obtained it upon 
better terms? He conſidered that French principles were | 
making great and rapid ſtrides in this country, and therefore 
he thought that every lover a good order was bound to ap- 


prove of the manner in which Adminiſtration had proceeded 
P | P 


to check them: Had not ſuch meaſures been timely taken, 
we might have experienced the ſame ſcenes of anarchy and 


confuſion as had taken place in France. A great majority in 
Parliament had teſtified their app robation of them, and he was 


ſure as great a majority was to be found among the people at 


large. It was true, a few perſons in that Houte took occaſion 
to cavil at every proceeding that went to che attainment of the 
grand object. We had every thing at ſtake, and therefore he 
could not approve throwing any kind of impediment in the 


way of the Executive Power, who were acting ſo wiſely and 
ſo prudently ; and, on that account, he ſhould moſt certainly } 


give his negative to the reſolutions ſtated by the Noble Duke, 


Earl Fitzwilliam began his ſpeech with ſome ſtrong expreſ- | 


ſions of the reluctance that he felt on finding himſelf bound 
to oppoſe the Noble Duke, for whom he entertained the 


higheſt regard; but on the preſent occaſion he muſt totally } 


differ from him. Peace was molt undoubtedly a deſirable 


_ objec; but, in endeavouring to attain it, we ought not to ſa- 


crifice or endanger the ſecurity of the country. He had heard 
many arguments upon this ſubject ; but he had never heard 
any which proved to him the poſſibility of making peace with 
ſafety. He faid that it was not a ſufficient ground, becauſe 


the matter of moſt of the reſolutions of the Noble Duke was 


to be found on their table, that therefore they ſhould adopt 


the concluſions he had drawn from them. The preciſe queſ- 


tion to be inquired into was, Whether it was conſiſtent with 
the wiſdom of the Country, to come at this time to a ſpeciſic 
declaration of our object in the war or not? In his opinion it 
was not called for by the preſent circumſtances of Europe. 


The object was ſufficiently apparent. The Noble Duke had 


made it a doubtful queſtion who were the authors of the 


war: It ſurely was not dovbiful whether the French had 


made the public profeſſion of doctrines that were inimical to 
this and every civilized country. Had they not alſo made 
direct war on our allies ? How could it then be ſaid, that they 
had not been the provokers as well as the declarers of thc 


war? It ſhouid bs recollccted, that the foundation for the 
| N | preſen 
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ent hoſtilities was laid by France in the famous declara- 
tion that they were ready to proceed to war for the ſubver- 
gon of every exiſting government. Therefore before peace 
could be had, France muſt annul and undo that declaration. 
At preſent he in ſiſted, they were the enemies of mankind, and 
the conſtitution. of every country. We had borne with them 
too long. Could we offer terms of peace to France while 
that declaration remained unrepealed ? Such a propoſal could 
neither be made with any regard to our honour or to our 
fafety.. If ke were inclined at all to blame miniſters, he ſhould 
arraign them only for being tardy in their proceedings. But 
they had his cordial and entire approbation for having at 
length rouſed from their lethargy, and taken ſteps to ſecure 
us againſt the horrors which had deſolated France. | 
It had been urged, that we had no 'right to-interfere in the 
conduQt- of France. He denied the poſition. It became a 
great and magnanimous people to become the defenders of 
mankind. It had been the glorious province of England at 
all times. Our great King William had, in the ſame manner, 
riſen up the defender of mankind againſt the ambition of 
Louis XIV. and had confederated with the other powers to 
ſem the torrent that then threatened to overwhelm the world. 
We had now the fame object; France ſought to over-run 
Europe, though by other means; and whether it was to be by 
arms, or by the more pernicious force of a falſe logic, he 
truſted that this country would never be fo ſupine as either to 
become a vile province: of France, or to deſert the cauſe of 
mankind in general. Had not France attacked the independ- 
ence of thoſe ſtates whoſe weakneſs preſented them to ker 
ambition as an eaſy prey? What was the ſtate of Savoy, and at 
that inſtant of Piedmont ? Surely in ſuch a criſis England 
ſhould purſue its ancient and dignified ſyſtem of protecting the 
weak, and of preſerving the order and fafety of mankind. Yet 
we had been arraigned for affiſting the King of Sardinia to 
defend himſelf. Such had been the policy of England in its 
moſt glerious æras. Such had been our ſyſtem during the 
Whig Adminiſtratica of Queen Anne, and it had brought diſ- 
tinckion and honour on England. When rhe Tory Adminiſ- 
tration, that followed, changed that ſyſlem, deſerted our allies, 
and abandoned the cauſe of the weak, what were not the cala- 
mities and the diſgrace that enſued? He therefore maintain; g 
that the interference of England was proper and dirnified. 
We had a right to interfere in the internal affairs of France, 
until thoſe internal affairs ſhould be fo regulated as to give 
ſecurity to mankind. He declared, that he ſhould withdraw 
his feeble ſupport from miniſters if thev were to abandon that 
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rinciple. Nor had he any heſitation in acknowledging, that 
bh was an advocate for the re-eſtabliſhment of Monarchy in 
France, becauſe that was an intelligible means of reſtori 
order. He did not mean to be underſtood that he would not 
make peace with France while ſhe retained her republican 
form of government, though he confeſſed he ſhould rather ſee 
a monarchy in that country; but if there was a regular go- 


vernment, that could be treated with, once eſtabliſhed, he for 


one would be willing to make peace with it. He had no ob- 
jection to republics; on the contrary, he admired the ſimple 


and beautiful ſuperſtructure of America. The Americans had 


exerted the pureſt wiſdom in the formation of their govern- 
ment. All he wanted was ſecurity and ſtability. He wiſhed 
to have ſomething ſolid to repoſe upon for the peace and hap. 
pineſs of mankind. By the reſtoration of monarchy every 
thing would fall again into its place. 


madneſs of her principles, rather partook of the moſt deſpotic 
of governments in the worſt of times. Did ever America 


ſuggeſt wild and extravagant principles? When Congreſs | 


threw off the ſovereignty of. this country, and declared the 
States independent, did they reſolve any thing that was to diſ- 
turb the peace of other countries ? Did they declare themſelves 
the enemies of all other forms of government ? Did, they make 
any declarations in favour of what was called the rights of 


man ? 'No; the firſt thing they did was to frame good and | 
proper laws for their own internal government, and never in- 
terfered by word or deed with that of any other. The French, 


on the other hand, he maintained to have no law; and al- 
though they might pretend to be republicans, he affirmed that 
they were ſlaves to the moſt rigid deſpotiſm upon earth; for 
although their monarch (Robeſpierre) had renounced the baſe 
trappings, he retained the ſolid ſupport of royalty, for lie was 
conſtantly attended by a body guard. | e 


He denied that the King of Pruſſia and the Emperor had 


been the authors of the war. On the contrary, Briſſot him- 


ſelf had owned that they had made the rupture with the ex- 
preſs deſign of overturning the monarchy of France, and they | 


had too ſucceſsfully gained their end. He was firmly per- 
ſuaded that it was neceſſary to precipitate the Bill for the ſuſ- 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act through the Houſe ; the 


country approved of the haſty manner in which it had pafled, | 


as abſolutely neceſſary to cruſh the evil, which it is intended 


to deſtroy. The Noble Duke had rather unfortunately ſaid, 
that men might be guilty of expreſſions againſt the Government | 


in the heat of paſſion, from the burdens of the increaſed. mw | 
| | ariſing | 


[Commont. 


At preſent France was | 
a republic only in name; the conduct of her rulers, and the 
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tance,” becauſe as yet he did not believe a ſingle ſhilling of 
new taxes had been paid by any individual. Sure he was, 
that the public feeling was in favour of the war. That there 
bad exiſted, and perhaps did yet exiſt, in this country, a con- 
ſpiracy againſt its government, was a fact, in his opinion, 
beyond contradiction; but he was happy to ſay, he believed 
the evil was not extenſive. He had an opportunity, only a 
ey days ſince, of obſerving the general opinion of the people 
in a very important part of the county of York, and he could 
aſure ho Houſe that the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire was una- 
nimous in its ſentiments on the occaſion; ſatisfied with the 


for the ſteps that had been taken to preſerve us from the con- 


ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus and other Acts, were in uniſon 
vith the opinion of the country. They ſaw that this courſe 
was conſiſtent with the true policy of the nation, which de- 
pended for its trade and commerce not only on its own peace, 
but on the tranquillity and ſafety of other nations. Our trade 
could only be beneficial 3 the ſecurity and opulence of 


judge of England as it appeared on the map, a little, miſera- 
ble, accidental ſpeck, but as a moſt magnificent empire, con- 
tributing to the wants, and ſecuring the proſperity of all the 
rations of the earth. He concluded with ſaying, that he 
ſhould cheerfully give his vote for the motion of adjourn- 
ment, | ag f £5] 7 
The Duke of Grafton began his ſpeech with taking notice of 
that part of the Duke of Bedford's ſpeech, which related to 
the calumnies induſtriouſly circulated againſt the members of 
Oppoſition; he lamented 7 hs inſinuations ſhould be thrown out 
in that Houſe againſt the propriety of the conduct of any man; 
but he truſted that ſuch inſinuations would not deter one indi- 
ndual from purſuing what he thought to be his duty; let 
viatever would be ſaid, in theſe times of party ſpirit, it was 


vould do juſtice- to the few, and hand their conduct down 
with honour to Ty and record the names of thoſe, 


lowever ſmall their num 
deayour to check the torrent which threatened to deprive us of 


it was true, might have to regret the conſequences of this 
hſtem; but it would be ſome conſolation to find, that thoſe 
bleſſings our fathers had ſtruggled to obtain for us, had not 
been loſt at this time, without a ſtruggle to hand them down 

Vol, IV. | : Cc | , to 


xiing from the preſent war. He was unfortunate in the in- 


meaſures of Government in regard to the war, and rateful 


taminiation- of Jacobin doctrines. The rigorous. meaſures of 


the nations with whom it was carried on. We were not to 


ſome ſatisfaction to recollect, that the fair page of hiſtory 


er, who had honeſty enough to en- 


Ur liberties, and overturn the conſtitution. Our ſucceſſors, 


* 
: Ts: 
ek j 
1 5 
53 4 
4: 
' of 4 
4 
1 
1 
F C > 
7 
- * 1 
\ 1 if 
* 
7 
ry tt 
= 1 
. Paz 
# 
7 x 
9 * 
* 1 
. * 
4 & 3) 
= £ 
E 
1 Si # 
i 
7 
1 Ru 
bY 4 * 
5 1 7 
S, 4 $4 
; 0 
ds bu 4 
- 4 
4 
4 b 23 
J *- 
$ 7 
1 Go 
3 
* Ul 
* 4 '. 
7 + 
oo 44 
_ = 
* ir 
; | f 
MEE - 
. . x 
3 ANTS: 
. «34.3; 
. Eq 7,879) 
# 
5 > ' 
mg 10 
». B 59 
4 {/ 75 . 
We i! 
+ tr 
Fe 
AF 
© WE! 
* a 
1 7 
4 
i ' 75 4 
A 20 
1 
WT 0-1, 
3 W335 
- 7 OE. 4 "4 
we 14 
1 Is 
4 15 
52 1 
1 iq 
114 8 1 
3 13 
CH * 14 
1 4 : 
3 4.2: 
png 
. 1 
1 J 
1 
1 
KY! 
TRENTO 
iin 
"ns W659 
5 [i FR 
WINE 
q 1444 
2 91 
br: 0 
mT 
- $6 j 
85 41 
DD 
» Mi 
+ 
A ' 
£3 
| LiF 
: AF. 1 
a" 61% 491 
iP [4 14 x 
in bit og; 7 
1: 14 
p * 7 1 
It 
3. INIT 
"+ 1 bil * 
1 
[7 1 
I 
2 * 
43 
7 * 
bs 0% 4 
\ - 
7 
F 8 2 
14 
" 
Aa? 
+: i 
+ bf Vi - 
WS: if 
18 4 
i 
. Ty 43 
It : 
1 1 
[A 
2 1 1 
1 + 
* ' 1 
1 14 
} + '#. 
1 7 
7-358 
4 FIM28 * 
1 14 1 
q 1 1 
1 1 
. 1 
i 
5 7 rh 
£3 l 
ii 
' £ " Vi 
en 
RAN 
1 1 # 
y bi i 
no l 
F108 if > 
* 13 V+ 
+. 18 N 
141 75 * 
1 : 
. 1001 1 
A 1 
13 WW ? 8 
wh 7 
1 71 
7 4 i L > 
x: 5 4 4 
- N 8 4! 
1 
. 4 1 
„ K" 
"1: 9 LY 
* Rs. 7 
4. 3-48 
- y 
þ 1 8 5 
Rr os; 44 J 
+» RG 
2 1 * r G 
"ALI 
7 1+ 1515 7 
h 
. * 
It 1 e 
g 1 
e's 
ln 
$ 4 
Fl 


— a IE Fr 1 
Fran — —— Tn ND nn ne ES Ts = 
„„ — — = 
— = 2 
Ha 9 — — 
— tn 


r ˖ . AS ͤ i Moab —˖ ˖——0 
* 


© 
| 
] 
' 
: 


294 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Ions 


Ve 0 Fd AS ts OO OE OO REIT I um 1 0 


„ 30. 


to our children. He congratulated his country on the great NN way d 


and important acquiſition they had "rene in the talents of the Miſa mediator 
Noble Duke who had opened the buſineſs of that day. The Wikre refuſ 


weight of his abilities, and the importance of his character, Wheedlelsly 
would carry the preſent diſcuſſion Lowe to the confideration WMprile that 
of every pore of the country, whatever might be its fate in ad been 
that Houſe, It could not fail to produce the beneficial conſe. What the fa 
quence which alone was wanting to our falvation, namely, Wit would 
that the people ſhould take courage, manfully and ſeriouſly to MWtather wall 
examine the dreadful and momentous object in which they] carry on: 
were engaged; and he was ſure that the perſpicuous and for- eople, ſt 
e ble manner in which the Noble Duke had treated the ſubjeQ, Fo his tar 
would bring conviction to the underſtanding of every impar. Wiſtertainly te 
tial man. A Fol | | tained in! 
The Noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, had gone into a WW ſhould we 
thee variety of matter, to prove that the propoſitions of the ome reaſo 
oble Duke were objectionable, without ſcarcely touching MWigorous e. 


upon any one point thole propoſitions referred to. He had, WWparenitly b 
indeed, given them one piece of information, and no unin-Milfillltance | 
portant one, ſince the ſeſſion muſt be ſuppoſed to be near a totally inc: 
concluſion, aid their Lordſhips would have to retire into the s rightl 
country, with the conſolation, that our object was not only wrantages 
to overturn the ſyſtem of government at preſent exiſting i tuned. | 
France, but that we were not to ſtop ſhort of the eſtabliſh but, in ſoi 
ment of monarchy. It was not his intention, his Grace aid, | way of ine 
becauſe he conſidered it to be ſuperfluous, to retrace the. vai jurious, p! 
riety of foreign matter introduced by the Noble Lord who ſpoke nle of th 
ſecond in this debate. He would however, before he enterediſ "1 the pre 
further on this ſubject, give his ſtrongeſt negative to the pio: ntkance, \ 
poſition of our continuing the war until the reſtoration of no- iantage 
narchy in France, as he conſidered that every nation had Nin; it 
right to eſtabliſh the ſorm of government beſt ſuited to te "can conte 
majority of the people, and that the majority had an undoubted Wons wer 
Tight to chuſe its own peculiar form of government. | This ſame 
Lord Fitzwilham explained, that he had only meant, thaty from a Ru 
in his opinion, a diſpoſition in them to reſtore monarchy © pteſerve 
would be a proof of their returning to order. Lurope, tl 
The Dube of Grafton declared, that he was happy to hre bered all tl 
heard this explanation, becauſe it gave him hopes that thy * the Poi 
ſtrange cruſade was not to be carried to that wild extent h 42 only, 
had feared was intended. He was then, and had always been eanſir in 
of opinion, that the war was unneceſſarily entered into on out (cen prize 


parts. He did not mean to deny, that he believed ſome 284 rance; 1 
greſſion had been given by France to its neighbours, though averſe to 
poſſibly, not without ſufficient provocation. Was it thereforg thing in h. 
neceſſary that we ſhould ruſh into a war? Would it have bee propoſal v 


any 
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rear any way derogatory to out character to have ſtood forward as 


the Wk mediator? Would either Auſtria or France, at that time, 


The Ware refuſed to take us as an arbitrator ? Having thus run 
Jer, beedleſsly into the war, it was not ſo much a matter of ſur- 


priſe that the principals had become our ſubſidiaries. Pruſſia 
e in ad been defended upon, the, ground of incapacity, but was 
ne- at the fack? Would any Noble Lord undertake to ſay, that 
t would not hereafter turn out, that the King of Pruſſia 
v to rather wiſhed to ſave expences in this grand combination, to 
carry on a war in 2 2 quarter, againſt a brave and loyal 
hts, and liberties? 


9 


eople, ſtruggling for juſtice, their ri 
ec, Nobis „ and withholding his forces, were 
par- ertainly to be attributed the advantages the French had ob- 

tained in Weſt Flanders. Another of our allies, the Emperor, 
o 1 WM hould-we be obliged: to go into another campaign, there was 
the WW fome reaſon to fear, would not be enabled to make the moſt 
ing WM 1igorous exertions. A third, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, had ap- 
2d, WF parefitly but very little inclination to the buſineſs, and much 


afiltarice was not to be expected from her. Spain ſeemed- 
totally incapable of defending hetſelf on that fide; for, if he 
ws rightly informed, the French were conſtantly obtaining 
adyantages;z and it appeared his Sardinian Majeſty was nearly 
tuined; He did not delight in drawing melancholy pictures; 
but, in ſome caſes, it might not be improper to ftate facts, by 
pay of inducing miniſters to abandon a favourite, though in- 
jurious, plan of purſuit. How long did they ſuppoſe the good 
lenſe of the people of this country would ſuffer them to go on 
in the preſent manner? He could remember more than one 
ſtance, where that good ſenſe had been exerted with great 
advantage to the country, and he hoped to ſee it ſo exerted 
gain; it had been the means of putting an end to the Ame- 
fican conteſt, during which ſomething like the preſent inſinu- 
ations were uſed againſt thoſe who oppoſed its continuance. 
This ſame good ſenſe had alſo again interfered, and ſaved us 
rom a Ruſſian war; for ſo partial were the preſent miniſters 
to preſerve what they ſuppoled to be the balance of power in 
lurope, that they would not have heſitated to have encoun- 
(red all the expences of a war, to determine whether Ruſha 
or the Porte ſhould be in poſſeſſion of Oczakow. Four years 
0 only, the Duke faid, Government was acting the Draw- 
eanſir in defence of the liberties of Europe; and now was 
len prize-fighting for the re- eſtabliſhment of deſpotiſm in 
rance ; in purſuance of which plan, every thing that was 

adverſe to France was undertaken with alacrity, and every 
thing in her favour rejected. He particularly adverted to the 
Propoſal which had been made by France to the King of Eng- 
| 5 | Ce 2 land, 
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land, to undertake the office of mediator between them and 


Auſtria; with which requiſition had Adminiſtration adviſeg | 


the King to comply, that country, and all Europe, might 
this day | Da been in a happy ſtate of peace, and this country 
have avoided all the misfortunes attendant upon the war, 

_ A Noble Earl had faid, no complaint ought as yet to he 
made of the expences, becauſe none were paid ; but was it 
not matter of complaint to · ſee the burden that muſt inevitably 
follow, and to behold the whole 3 nes of the country laid 
out, as it were, upon mortgage! e circulation of French 
principles ſeemed to be a full anſwer for every extraordinary 
proceeding, and with that as an excuſe, every part of our 
conſtitution was to be invaded with impunity. This had been 
fo ably deſcribed to their Lordſhips by the Noble Duke who 
had come forward on this occaſion, that it was unneceſſary for 
him to dwell upon it; to the abilities he diſplayed on this oc- 
caſion he ſhould ſay little, becauſe perſonal praiſe was not 
often entitled to be conſidered as ſincere, and was rather to be 


regarded as an offering of flattery than a tribute of juſtice. | 


Thus much, however, he would aſſert, that it muſt be 2 
pleaſing circumſtance to his countrymen to find appear in the 
political liſts, as a champion for their liberties, the lineal de- 
ſcendant of him who cheerfully yielded his life in defence of 
their conſtitution. | 


Having urged at conſiderable length the neceſlity of our 


concluding a peace with France, his Grace took notice of the 
alarm at-preſent artfully raiſed, in order to give an opportunity 
of carrying meaſures the moſt unconſtitutional, and which he 
feared miniſters would repent. He did not ſuppoſe the pro- 


poſitions urged by the Noble Duke would be carried that | 


night; but as in all probability it was the laſt motion of the 


kind that would come forward that ſeſſion, he earneſtly en- 
. treated their Lordſhips to conſider the matter well before the | 
next meeting of Parliament; and if they could judge unbiaſſed WW 


and impartially, he was certain they would, ere that period, 
confeſs the neceſſity of them; ſhould they not ſo apply ſome 


part of their leiſure, he was convinced that this good at lealt | 


muſt refult—the people at large, with a veneration for the 


high character who had given riſe to the debate, would them- 
ſelves well weigh the ſituation in which their country ſtood, } 


and by petition, or other means, ſo inſtruct their repreſenta- 


tives, that peace would be the unanimous cry; and that as 


long as the ſacred word Liberty ſhould be taught the infant 
babe, it would be learnt to liſp, at the ſame time, the reſpect- 
able name of William Lord Ruſſel. 


The 


| May 40.) 


The E 
(Bedford 
brought 
meaſures 
that Hou 
impoſſibl 
the leaſt 


| but was 


from tho 
ſupport. 

Houſe a 
heard in 


man law 


expreſho! 
to make 
what pur 
reſolutio! 
manded, 
and the f 
ſay, they 
French C 
had ſo « 
Lordſhip: 
tween thi 
fell fron 
might 

a very li 
4124 a 
out the c 


enemy? 


would co 
(Grafton 
of his ſpe: 
was as mi 
ever urg 
gretted t 
from a ] 
ſtate, H 
as to att, 
Noble D. 


were wel 


precariou 
attack he 
the debat 
meaſures 
diſpoſitioi 


* 


Mar 46.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 797 

Die Earl of Mansfield highly complimented the Noble Duke 
Bedford) on the great ability and eloquence with which he had 
brought forward his motion, but ſaid, that when he heard 
meaſures, which had ſo repeatedly received the fanction of 
that Houſe, accuſed of entailing miſchief on poſterity,” it was 
impoſſible for him to ſit filent. - He declared, he was not in 
the leaſt defirous to ſhrink ſrom his ſhare of the imputation, 
| but was ready to take his part of the cenſure that might ariſe 
from thoſe meaſures, and continue to give them his ſtrongeſt 
ſupport. He begged leave to call to the recolleCtion of the 
Houſe a phraſe which ſome of their Lordſhips had that day 
W heard in another place (Weſtminſter Hall) of a certain Ro- 

| man lawyer, who, from his frequent repetition of a particular 
expreſſion, was nick-named Cui Bono. He would take leave 
to make uſe of this idea, and aſk the Noble Duke (Bedford) 
what purpoſe could be anſwered by Parliament adopting ſuch 
reſolutions as he had propoſed? Had their Lordſhips, he de- 
manded, forgotten the principles of the Britiſh conſticution, 
and the ſpirit that diſtinguiſhed Britiſh councils, ſo far as to 
ſay, they were ready to proſtrate themſelves at the feet of the 
French Convention, and aſk forgiveneſs for the meaſures they 
| had ſo often and ſo ſolemnly approved? He beſought their 
Lordſhips to recollect, that there was a great difference be- 
tween the effect of ſolemn reſolutions of Parliament and what 
fell from individual Peers in occaſional debate: The latter 


might poſſibly make ſome impreſſion on foreign powers, but 


a very flight impreſſion compared with that of the other. He 
defired their Lordſhips to confider, whether they would, with- 
out the conſent of our allies, ſend and offer to treat with the 
enemy? And if they were prepared to go that length, who 
would conſent to be the ambaſſador? Would the Noble Duke 
(Grafton) undertake the office? The Noble Duke in the courſe 
of his ſpeech had ſaid, that this country was mortgaged z which 
was as much as to ſay, that it was in nocaſe whatſoever, or how- 
ever urgent the neceſlity, able to maintain a war. He re- 
gretted that ſuch language and ſuch reaſoning ſhould come 
from a Noble Lord who had filled the higheſt offices of the 
ſtate, He would not trifle ſo far with the time of the Houſe 
| 35 to attempt proving a point ſo plain as the reverſe of the 
Noble Duke's ſuggeſtian, becauſe, if his Grace's propoſition 
were well founded, Great Britain held her exiſtence on the 
precarious tenure of the will of any other nation who choſe to 
attack her. It had been ſaid by the Noble Duke who opened 
| the debate, that it was much to be feared we were proſecuting 
meaſures in this country that tended to four and irritate the 
diſpoſitions of the people. He: was of a contrary opinion; 

| becauſe, 
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becauſe, he believed; the general ſentiment of the nation waz W taining a ſec 
an utter abhorrence of the daily conſequences of the di ether terms 
ſyſtem of miſrule that now opprefled France; and he truſted WY the war. 

that the character of Engliſhmen would never be ſtained by | He utter] 
the atrocious cruelties that had been exerciſed in that un- the cauſe, c 


bappy country. £ : „„ 25 openly decla 
With regard to the aſſertion, that miniſters had forced France x force as W 
into a war, he would anſwer it from a publication that he held Wt fulfil all 


in his hand, which never yet had been alluded to in any ar- kis continge 
gument in that Houſe, but which could not but have great and the quota Fe 
deciſive weight, when put into the ſcale, even againſt the tin. This 
eloquence of the Noble Duke. This paper was the letter of new Princip 
the Abbe Syeyes to Monſieur Neckar, in which he made uſe broached; t 
of theſe words: I ſhall regret all my life that France provoked which it wa 
war, and fet Europe againſt her.” After ſuch a declaration nin had nc 


from ſuch authority, he owned he was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to enemy, or i 
find Noble Lords ſtill continue to throw the odium of having He declared 
inſtigated the French to war on us, and to accuſe Great Bri- a doctrine, 


ſhould not b 


tain of being the aggreſſor. On this point he thought it 
or could fin; 


almoſt ſuperfluous to remind the Houſe, that it had been no- 


toriouſly a matter of conteſt in the Convention, which of the led it was 
parties in that aſſembly occaſioned the war; the Girondiſts we were to 
accuſed the Jacobins, and the Jacobins the Girondiſts, of means in o. 
being the authors of the war: All, however, agreed in the might it be { 
great ſubſtantial point, that it was not any foreign power that ing himſelf 
provoked or began it. | CO On WF 8 parry, and 
Wich reſpect to the laying an embargo on corn, being « Wi * favourable 


nage his de 


part of the ſuppoſed provocation, to refreſh their Lordſhips' | 
ſubdued, ar 


memory, he would remind them that Briſſot had given orders | 


to prepare a fleet with all poſſible diſpatch, and to purchaſe WI Jult ſo it 
up all the proviſions that could be got for that purpoſe. Had Wi poſing them 
not miniſters thereupon taken 1 to prevent as much as upon the d 
poſſible thoſe purchaſes being effected, they would have been enemy by e 
guilty of a criminal dereliction of their duty; and thoſe very | length be 
Peers, who now made that act the ſubject of animadverſion, Lordſhip fa! 
would probably have been the firſt to ſtand forth in that caſe, into the ene 
and accuſe miniſters (with juſtice too) of having betrayed the cumſtances 
intereſt of their country. ID | the French 
If he had been immediately connected with Adminiſtration, I other Hou 
the Earl ſaid, he ſhould have adviſed every ftep that had been what ſingul 
taken. The war with France was, as it had been repeatedly n their bel 
declared in that Houſe, both juſt and neceſſary z nor, with the or becomin; 
proſpect of any ſecurity to this country, could it poſſibly have WWW bot whatey 
been avoided. Having been engaged in it, all neceſſary ex- minds of E 
pences ought to be cheerfully and liberally allowed for carry- feelings, he 
ing it on with vigour, until ſome means were procured of ob- } livez and þ 


taining | 
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nining a ſecure and permanent peace; for a peace upon any 
other terms would be infinitely worſe than a continuance of 
e War. r= 71 . 5 8 | 
1 utterly denied that the King of Pruſſia had abandoned 
the cauſe, or deſerted the confederacy. That monarch had 
openly declared, that he was unable to maintain ſo very large 
i force as was expected from him in the field; but was ready 
to fulfil all his engagements by treaty, by not only furniſhing 
his contingent 'as a member of the Germanic body, but alſo 
the quota reſerved by his treaties with Holland and Great Bri- 
uin. This was by no means a deſertion of the alliance. A 
ney! principle, his Lordſhip obſerves, had that night been 
broached ; the war was clearly a defenſive war; in anſwer to 
which it was ſaid, that if it were a defenſive war, Great Bri- 
tain had no right to carry on offenſive hoſtilities againſt the 
enemy, or interfere with the internal concerns of the French. 
He declared, it was the firſt time he had heard it laid down as 
2 doctrine, that becauſe a war was defenſive, the aſſailant 
ſhould not be attacked in turn. In nothing that he had known 
or could find in hiſtory, was ſuch a doctrine to be found; in- 
deed it was abſurd in the extreme to contend, that, becauſe 
we were to act on the defenſive, we were not to weaken by any 
means in our power the ſtrength of our enemy. As well 
might it be ſaid that a man, with his back againſt a wall; defend- 
ing himſelf from the attacks of an antagoniſt, ought only to. 
parry, and never to puſh againſt that antagoniſt, even though 
a favourable ppportunity offered; for a man attacked to ma- 
nage his defence ſo idly, would inevitably end in his being 
ſubdued, and contradict every principle of the art of defence. 
Juſt ſo it would be found with any two powers, even ſup- 
poling them to be equally matched; if that power who acted 
upon the defenſive ſyſtem did not endeavour to conquer the 
enemy by every means in its power, it muſt undoubtedly at 
length be itſelf conquered. In his humble judgment, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, the belt mode of defence was to carry the war 
into the enemy's country, as far as from the nature and cir- 
cumſtances of the war it ſhould be practicable. The care of 
the French, that was ſo officiouſly affected in that and the 
other Hoyſe of Parliament, the Earl remarked, was ſome» 
what ſingular. In former wars with France, no ſuch anxiety 
in their behalf had been manifeſted, or even thought ſcemly 
or becoming. He was at a loſs to what cauſe to aſcribe it; 
but whatever motive produced ſo ſtrange a phenomenon in the 
minds of Engliſhmen, whatever might be the origin of thoſe 
feelings, he thanked Gad their influence was not very exten- 


| five and he was ſure, that as the maſs of the people of this 


country 


10 
+ 
Wt 
ay 
0 
x; 
91 10 
1 
$ 
+ 
f ! 
14 
| 1 
2% 
4% 
1: 
N 
1 
128 7 
(be 
14M 
6. 
y Tin 
1 
” 
p 


—— — 
— 
* nad 


— — SnRY 
. * 


_ 2 I oy 
— — =, —— 8 - : — — — — — 8 5 7 — 2 
2 — : r — Bs EST —— 5 5 * < ad be anni or % — 5 LE 2 8 — 4 2 

— FUR 5 — — 25 — J 7 Pen: . 8 2 2 > er 5 as r. Fa 
0 N 3 4 — 0 0 9% 5” * - 2 — hy — oy 4 £ . = - . — Sta by KR - * 
. r e 3 = — 1 G 2 EET = — G5 "Few a 
— — — — — — 12 $6 W 4 — . ee n — _ — * . 5 . — 2 — r - _— _y apc ant 
EE RS —EOCIUIEI JE pe ty F 3 5 * 2 hw 22 — > . * n ö * 0 — 2 r 
— £ ER ; - 2 — Rep — 8 * — — — — Lf res wh 2 r S nN ez * 
Sn oo” r — woes. = I — S 2 or * wn gm —.— * : br” — W PISS 4 K Le + er ED 
= — Py — EE I — . — = * 1 A 8 . i , _ * 2 - » £ - — 
- 7 a . - 5 2 > a. 4 5 8 8 


= 4 

* 3 ez 

Ray's er 
3 


2 2 7 << Rn > — PIGS FI 4 2 _—_ 
JI mA - Y BE — br : 
HKÄ—ůʃ§Ü„ũ»—ẽq— n gon ASSET EET no EE ES = 
8 8 $4 : 1 2 r- 2 * ——ä— — = ER 
7 , © IEF potty IE Th on r 4 r D N * 
2 1 


%% —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Ine, 


country unequivocally approved of the conduct of miniſterz, 
ſo the meaſures adopted by them, on the ſubject in queſtion, 
would be handed down to poſterity with applauſe and honour, 
De Duke o Grafton deſired to explain. He perſiſted in his 
aſſertion, that the finances of this country were in danger, 
and that any man acquainted with the ſubject muſt perceive 
and lament that the reſources of Great Britain were proceed. 
| ing towards exhauſtment with an alarming rapidity. He ſaid, 
that, at the time when he left the fituation which he had held 
in Adminiſtration, the public debt of the country amounted to 
one hundred and thirty-two millions. That enormous debt had 
been doubled in about twelve years. This circumſtance, 
had there been no other, warranted all that he had ſaid about 
the reſources of the country, and the ſtate to which they had 
been reduced by wars, and which, he might add, had made 
wars feem neceſſary. The Duke declared, he was one of thoſe 
who had always diſapproved of the funding ſyſtem : His opi- 
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nion was, that we ought to raiſe the whole amount of our | TOE 
ſupplies within the year, and not aſſume a right which did not, . wa x 
by any means, belong to us, viz. to indulge ſpeculations to _ 10 
gratify our own paſſions and prejudices, and mortgage over | *. 8 
and over again for poſterity. With a large family at his back, _— 3 | 
he would have no objection to contribute to the expences of vow _ 
the ſtate in a manner proportionable to the property he poſ- 4 9 9 
ſeſſed; in public as in private life, he thought that man never hich, «< 
could be reckoned a good character, who, for his own tem- Child 
porary purpoſes, indulged in extravagance, merely becauſe Wi 0 Okt 
he could, to avoid the immediate inconyenience, and would bye Pa ic 
be beyond the reach of conſequences, transfer them to his ſuc- | 1 The 
a ceſſor, whom he knew it muſt ruin, > 0 5 
Lord Albemarle began a ſhort ſpeech with adverting to what 1 . 
had fallen from a Noble Lord in the early part of the debate, 1 th R 17 
viz. that it was neceſſary for every one to avow his ſenti- * = 
ments; coinciding, as he did, with that Noble Lord in his 1 - 
opinion, he ſaid, he could not give a filent vote upon the Re- . 15 
ſolutions. He entreated the Houſe to conſider the magnitude Citi £2, 
of the ſubje& before them; and reflect, that the bloody con- a. Za 
teſt carrying on at this time on the continent, could not but « And 
be viewed by individuals with the utmoſt deteſtation. It was 4 
eaſy to mention the loſs of twelve thouſand men in one en- ehe 
gagement with ſome what like apathy and indifference; but al C ur ſe 
the horror that muſt follow upon reflection, could better be with all 
conceived than deſcribed. It was not his intention to bring e de Sr 
thoſe gloomy objects before their Lordſhips under the artifice | The 25 
of high colouring; the fact of itſelf was ſufficiently pregnant a6 
with unpleaſant ſenſations; the impreſſion it had made an nee 
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hi his mind could, not be eaſily eradicated; and other Noble Pe 
” felt he did, the lamentable effe 14 
a Lords, doubtleſs, felt as deeply as he. did, the lamentable effect FE 
15 of war, which this ſingle inſtance We moſt ſeriouſly. Fl 
- He declared ſolemnly, that he faw no cauſe or reaſon. for 1 
bs alarm in this country, nor any thing that could warrant the 1 
"2 late unconſtitutional proceedings; he firmly believed a peace, Bk 
1 a permanent peace, might be made with the French; that the | | 95 
0 preſent war was unneceſſary and unjuſt; and that the objects 1 
i of it had ceaſed to exiſt, the nature of it having been totallß * 
199 changed. The Earl ſaid, he was convinced that it was im- 1 
5 poſſible for us to obtain final ſucceſs, and he would always 1 
4 oppoſe a war which was likely to tarniſh the. honour of the 1 
1 | Britiſh name, where ſucceſs was a poſſible, and failure 5 1 
: certain, He concluded with ſaying, that the arguments al» 1 
. ready adduced by his Noble Friends were ſufficiently ſtrang to 0 1 
5 induce him to give his ſupport to the Reſolutions „ 
: The Earl of . addreſſed the Houſe in theſe terms: My 7 
Lords; a new ſpecies of oratory having been lately introduced . 
; into this Houſe from one ſavage people, in. order, I preſume. 18401 
WH 2» accuſtow our ears to another diglect intended ſoon for 1770 N it 
adoption from another ſayage nation, I will, my Lords, with "1285 
your Lordſhips' leave, in delivering the little T have to fay on 1 
| this motion, give the Houſe a ſmall ſpecimen of each q : ö 1 
| Children — I was in hopes, Children, that the dangers. to . 1 


Children, from this ſavage war, Children, would have made 


Aae dale js th: ff ape eee 
Citizen —It being my fixed determination, Citizens, ag 
in the National Convention, Citizens, never to go, Citizens, 
to the Mountain ſide of this Houſe, Citizens, it is with pecu- 
lar pleaſure, Citizens, I ſee, Citizens, the Mountain ſide of 
the Houſe, Citizens, is coming over to me, Citizens; the 


conſequence of which, Citizens, is, that thi Mountain, 


Zens. | 


all our fouls, with all our minds, with all our hearts, and 


motion.“ | 5 9 

The Far / of Lauderdale began with aſſuring their Lordſhips, 

that he had no intention to detain the Houſe but for a very 

ſhort time. He conſidexed it to be his duty to offer the tribute 
„ 0 - wh 


of 


which, Children, you ſeem, Children, ſo. much expoſed, -- 
80 Children, lay aſide, Children, theſe child motions, 


Citizens, will at length, Citizens, produce a mouſe, Citi⸗ | 


© And now one word on the motion itſelf, The beſt road 
to peace, my Lords, is war, and that in the manner we are 
taught to worſhip our Creator, namely, by garrying it on with 


vith all our ſtrength; and ſo, my Lords, I am againſt this - 
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of praiſe and thinks to his Noble Friend for the motion whid 
he had brought forward, and much more particularly for thy 
able, manly, and eloquent manner in which he had ſupporte 
it, by arguments, which; from the turn the debate had raken 
appeared not eafy to be refuted, as no ſatisfactory anſwer hat 
75 been given to any one of them. To compliment the Nohl 

Duke in adequate terms, however merited, and however { 
cerely they might come from him, was a taſk that, were hy 
equal to it, the delicacy arifing from the Noble Duke's being 
preſent, muſt preyerit him from attempting. There was ont 
at Acts! which be could not omit to mention, ant 

thought it his duty to come forward with reſolutions, ſo well 

-adapted* to the intereſts of his country, that ſingle fact muſt 

give che lie direct to all thoſe' inſinuations he was forry to hear 


within, and all thoſe mifrepreſentations without doors, by 
which an attempt was made to hold out to the people, that al 


thoſe Who were not friends to the war, and the deſtruQtive 
ſyſtem purſutd by the reſent miniſters, were enemies to the 


country. and men who* wiſhed to ſubvert the conſtitution, 


ald overturn al yr in the government, religion, and pro- 
Perty öf Great Britain. Surely, ſuch a groſs calumny could 
not be caſt" on his Noble Friend, or the other Noble Duke] 
o hat rig fupport of the motion, without incurring] 


the chargé of luriacy on the part of thoſe who ſhould attempt] 
{0 abſurd a thing; as to/hinr even thar the Noble Duke, or ay 


of his friends, were enemies to that conſtitution, which pro- 
vided ſuch ample ſecurity for private property. Fortunately,] 
neither infinuation nor perſecution could attach to the illuftri-} 
23 Who that evening brought forward his propo- 
tions. 
.equally ſuperior to the petty attacks of malevolence, or the] 
mean allurements of ambition. Deſcended from one of the 
nobleſt families in this country, in fortune unequalled, of er- 
alted* connexions, great in the qualities of nature, and {till} 


greater by the improvement of ſcience and of art, he could 


not be accuſed of endeavouring to ſubvert the conſtitution, or 

of having conſpired with the enemies of his country. From 

him, therefore, reiolutions of this complexion came with z 

peculiar grace, fince, in the time of inſurrection, he had ſo | 
ſe 


much to loſe; and, in the moment of alarm, ſo much to en- 


deavour to preſerve. It had been often: ſaid, that Oppoſition | 
had brought forward nothing new. | 5 — 
A Noble Lord that day, in his comments on the ſpeech of 
his Noble Friend, obſerved, that he had urged nothing new. 
New What novelty did the Noble Lord expect? What by 
3 5 vel 


He was as elevated in rank as in idea; and 
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rely would be deſire? Did not every Gazette gratify his 


krter fram Flanders, bring 175 acgounts of expenditure, and 
new accounts of bloodſhed? Theſe were arguments, and 
hong ones, againſt the war. Every day, new proofs of the 
"creaſe. of our expenditure, and new. returns of the loſs gf the 
yes of our foldiers, were received: New and unexampled de- 
ſtation of life and property was the offspring of every hour, 


ſom the continent. It was, thereſqre, the duty of every 
boneſt man to watch the riſing events if the campaign, and to 
propoſe, without intermiſſion. ſame remedy for, the evils, that 
hereaſed with each revolving day. In bis mind, every man 
tht was killed, and every pound that the war coſt, was 2 
new, an additional, and a weighty reaſon for putting a ſtop 
C . e en e, I 
Wich regard to the poſſibility of making peace, and the 
terms ee it N be negociated, he ſawenone of 
thoſe difficulties which ſome people were afraid of; and ſuch 
dificulties as there were, he believed were created hy thoſe 
who were ready to repeat the common- place queſtion, of mi- 
niſters, Who can you treat with? A. 
| aparticular deſcription of men from 


Tee precluded 
ing in any, ſituation-· to 


to the concluſion of the waer. 5 
The Earl replied to what Lord Auckland had ſaid about the 
yording of his memorial, as not being intended, for the ruling 
party in France, but for a few individuals; .and contended, 
that almoſt the whole of the conduct of miniſters during the 


the idea that this country ſhould never make peace till the an- 


cient monarchy of France was re-eſtabliſhed, and every man 
he put in his former place; an idea, in his contemplation, equally 
xe abſurd and impracticable. With regard to the opinion of a 
il majority of the people in that country being for monarchy, he 
d had been in it, and, from the beſt information he could obtain 
r 1 there, or had been able to learn ſince, he never had heard that 


it was the reſtoration of monarchy which was their.wiſh, how- 


the time. - | | 3 | RES 
Much had been ſaid, his Lordſhip obſerved, about the un- 


warrantable diſcontents of this country, which now notori- 


was ſoz when oppreſſions multiphed, complaints would 
abound; and if no remedies were applied to ſuch ulcers, the 
blame lay at the door of thoſe that had the power of healing, 


ager curioſity ? Did not every. Gazette, and every private 


ach the ſybjeA of each diſtin communication of intelligence 


make peace with, and of courſe ſet up an inſurmountable har 


erer much they might be diſpleaſed with the ruling party at 
oully exiſted, and were daily growing worſe; no wonder it 


Dd2 and 


war had been a violation of the law of nations. He reprobated 
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and would not ſuffer. the obvious remedy to be appli 
not at the door of thoſe who ſmarted dt the Ate * 
U 42 the people complained, they ought, in ſome meaſure, t5 
de forgiven for doing ſo; and that ſyſtem of proſecution 
whereby ſpies and informers were employed to provoke and 
iürritate mens minds, that, when they had excited an involun- 
tary expreſſion, in the heat of paſſion, the might ground an 
accuſation, was; in his conception, moſt candalous and dil. 
raceful to Government. Many induſtrious manufacturers, 
y no means plotting againſt the ſtate or conſtitution, might, 
in a heavy moment of calamity, give vent to ſome unhappy 
i” exclamation, which ſhould be ſuffered' to die and be forgotten; 
How many families were reduced, by the increaſing poor- 
rates, the accumulation of taxes, and ths decay of trade, to 
the moſt abject ſtate of penury and wretchedneſs? And, 
furely, if with a heart-burſting ſigh they poured out a ſen- 
tence of complaint; if, when not only in want of ſubſiſtence, 
they were deprived of the very tools in their trade, for gaining 
it, if they ſhould venture to murmur, the cauſe of their grief | 
| mould be confidered, and the matter be buried in oblivion. 
lis Lordſhip took a view of the armies abroad, and branded 
the returns in the Gazette, after every action, with duplicity and 
deluſion; which, he faid, were obviouſly uſed to conceal the | 
true ſtatement from the people, and deceive them with miſ- 
taken notions of ſucceſs; To ſupport this aſſertion, he ſtated | 
what he conlidered as an unwatrantable inftance of the fact, | 
vix. the wilful ſuppreſſion of the names of officers; howerer | 
brave and active, by any means related to or connected with | 
_ perſons of oppolite opinions to the miniſter in this country. | 
He named one in particular, Colonel Fox, an officer who had 
ſignaliſed himſelf in repeated-engagements; and eſpecially on 
a late occaſion, when his ſervices were highly meritorious; | 
though his name was not mentioned in the London Gazette, 
the foreign papers had done him juſtice. | | 
, The other artifices the Earl mentioned were the delay in the 
account of 4 defeat, and the acceleration in the report of 2 
victory; the immediate return of the killed and wounded of 
the enemy whenever unſucceſsful, and vice verſa, the ſum 
total of the enemy, with the loſs of the Engliſh only, whereby | 
the ignorant, the credulous, and ſuperficial, were induced to 
believe, that the Britiſh forces were ſo ttanſcendant to the } 
French. He read the returns of the 22d, by way of illuſtra. 
tion, and contraſted it with that of the Pere Ducheſye, and 
the Bulletin of the mperor. The Bulletin ſtates the loſs 
| motions French at twelve theuſand and the allies at fix thou- 
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In our naval, as in our land forces, the ſame artifices were 
open to detection, as might be proved by reference to various 
maritime events. With regard to the argument of a Noble 
| Earl, that not a ſhilling of the new taxes had yet come out 
the pockets of the people, he was aware that the money for the 
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niſned his Lordſhip with a ground for a variety of remarks. 


ſublidies would be paid out of the ſums raiſed at a former pe- 7 
nod for the preſervation of trade; but ſtill there were other #1 
ſums to be accounted for, and other loſſes, which no Noble 14 
Lord could deny muſt ultimately be ſuſtained by the people. 4 
The loan for the Emperor alſo, and the four hundred thouſand = 
pounds, ſtipulated in the treaty with the King of Pruſſia to be 788 
paid by the Dutch, as the quota of the Pruſſian ſubſidy, fur- 7 ö 


— 
r 


The Earl contended, that it was highly impolitic for us, as 1 
a commercial nation, to continue the war with France, ſince, $8 
at the commencement of it, we had ſo long diſclaimed all in- £704 
terference, and PETER approved ſo much of their proceed- e 
ings, that many perſons had, in conſequence, laid out monex 
toa large amount, upon the church lands and demeſnes of the —_ 
Nobleſſe, which money had become forfeited, in conſequence LR 4. 
of ſubſequent decrees of the Convention, and could never bs 11 
recovered: He deſcribed the deplorable ſituation of our allies 448 | 


in general, the interruption of manufactures and com- 
merce, and the riſe of inſurance at home. Even admitting 
the reſources of the country to be in the moſt favourable ſtate, HH 
it certainly required prudence to manage them. He dwelt 1H 
upon the reliance which miniſters had always entertained, that, 1 
by well-diſciplined troops, they were to conquer France. 
Every man, who knew what had happened, muſt give up that 
idea, and acknowledge, as all military men did, that two 
' campaigns of hard fighting was the beſt leſſon for making 
good ſoldiers, © Upon what grounds did miniſters found their 
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rope, aſſured us that they were ſuppreſſed, vanquiſhed, and 
deltroyed. Notwithſtanding that the French nation was ſtated 
by ſome Noble Lords to be hoſtile to the ruling powers, and 
that their ſoldiers were ready to yield their arms to the allies, 
fatal experience had but too well proved, that they would 
never yield the palm of victory, unleſs on ſuch occaſions when 
they are out-generaled or overpowered by numbers. Their 
1 condition was worthy of remark: The whole nation 
as heen trained to arms for the laſt three years. Their vete- 
EEE N | ranyy 


hopes of ſucceſs? Were they more likely to obtain their object 1 
this year than the laſt, when a very large body of inſurgents {00 
in La Vendee were in the ſame tune with the miniſters in this „ 1 
country? Where were thoſe Royaliſts at preſent? The recent + 
accounts from France, conveyed by every newſpaper in Eu- Ws 


- 
0 
8 


4 
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ans, and thoſe of the allies. let it be ſuppoſed, had periſhed in 


the war, or died of age or diſeaſe ; when the raw recruits of 


this country (gallant and valorous as Britons ever prove them. | 
ſelves) were brought to oppoſe them, it was more than can | 


be expected, that their native courage ſhould evail over dil. 
cipline and experience. It was much to be 1 * ed, that the 
ahenation of the church lands, and the eſtates of the emi ants, 
had given to the maſs of the people an inzereſt in the uppart 


cf the preſent rulers, that could not be eaſily ſhaken by foreign | 


armies. If, however, their whole fyſtem could be overturned, 
and we were to ſucceed in placing a monarch upon the throne, 


we ought to calculate the expence of maintaining him in his 


fituation, contrary to the wiſhes of the majority of the nation. 
His Lordſhip took a general review of the American war, 


dur conduct in the purſuit of which, in N. wg: meaſure, he 


maintained, coincided with our preſent: The ſame language 
had been uſed to their leaders, which was applied to thoſe in 
wer in France: We had offered a reward for the head of 


aſhington, calling him traitor, &c. but, in 5 288, we were | 
| £ eneral: He 
dou much if we ſhould not be under a fimilar neceſſity. } 


obliged to treat with that able and diſtinguiſhed 


again: At all events, it would be politic not to continue the 
war, as the ſubſidies we had entered into were as much as we 


could well bear. Laſt year we found it neceſſary to aid the | 


commerce of this country with Exchequer-Bills to the amount 


of five millions: This ſum was likely to be drawn from the | 


country by the loan of the Emperor. The ſubſidy to the King 
of Pruſſia would likewiſe take two millions from England, not 
to mention the ſubſidy to the Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, the 
Elector of Hanover, and the King of Sardinia; and he much 
doubted, that, inſtead of a loan « 6 next year to the Emperor, 
a ſubſidy would be demanded. Thus were we likely to bear 
the burden of the war, the object of which has been changed 
fince laſt year, and might be again changed before the next. 
Peace, for reaſons which had been repeatedly mentioned in 
that Houſe, was the moſt deſirable thing for the nation at large, 
and therefore deſerved the concurrence of every Noble Lord 
who wiſhed well to the proſperity of his country. 


The Noble Earl (Fitzwilliam), »his - Lordſhip obſerved, had 


ſaid, that the monarchy of France muſt be eſtabliſhed before 
peace could be reſtored. It was the firſt time he had heard 
that language from his Lordſhip, and he fincerely truſted it 

would be the laſt. | „ | 
He contemplated the ſubſcriptions in this country, which 
he compared. to the forced loan adopted by Barrere and the 
Committee of Safety. In every point of view, he mult ſup- 
| R | pon 
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-the propoſitions, which, for the happineſs of the country» = 


| hped would be carried. 90 | 7 

Lord Lauderdale concluded by declaring, that it was ſome 
conſolation: to him, amidſt theſe proceedings, that his name 
would-go down to poſterity on the Journals of that Houſe with 
the Noble Duke who propoſed theſe Reſolutions. i! 
Earl Fitzwilliam, in explanation, (aid, that the Earl of 


Lauderdale bad miſconceived his argument, when he had 
ſtated it as going to the re-eſtabliſhment of the ancient deſpot- 
iſm of F rance, which had not been the driſt of it, nor in che 


ſmalleſt degree within his meaning. His Lordſhip faid, that 
he had ſtated, and he was fill of opinion, that a government 
of the monarchic form was the moſt likely, indeed the only, 
one; that could be looked up to as permanently founded, and 
ſrom which could be rationally expected a remedy for the evil 
that afflicted France, and with a communication of which other 
nations were threatened. At the ſame time his Lordſhip did 
not pretend to define what were the modifications to which 
lingy government ſhould be ſubject in France; that, he ſaid, 
ought to be left to the adjuſtment of the French themſelves. 

Lord Hawkeſbury (who had riſen once before to ſpeak, but 
gare way to another Noble Lord) ſaid, that if he was to an- 
fwer all that had been advanced by Noble Lords in the courſe 
of the debate, he ſhould be obliged to anſwer every thing that 
had been ſaid on that fide for the whole ſeſhon ; for every thing 
that had been ſaid on every motion which had been made in 
that Houſe for the whole ſeſſion, had been collected into their 
arguments-of that night: He would not, therefore, waſte their 
time with ſuch a dull repetition, but proceed to thoſe few 
points which had any pretenſions to novelty. He profeſſed 
that he entertained a high reſpe& for the Noble Duke who 
brought forward the Reſolutions, for his rank, for his property, 
and for his talents; but he had heard from a Noble Peer (Fitz- 
william) a ſpecies of eloquence of the beſt and nobleſt kind, 
the voice of à large, populous, trading, and manufacturing 
county. He would ſet the authority of the one againſt the 


authority of the other, and had little doubt which would pre- 


ponderate in the minds of the Houſe He reminded 
their Lordſhips; that there was no ſtep which they ſhould be 


ſo cautious in taking as that of interfering with the royal 


prerogative, more particularly in any thing reſpecting peace 
or war. The enemy might infer from it, that the legiſlative 
part of the Government was adverſe to the executive, and 


make peace doubly difficult of attainment. It would blow the 


ſparks of diſſention, too, among our allies; and from that 
moment the enemy would rear his creſt with more re 
= 1 N | bol 
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| boldneſs. His Lordſhip ſaid, that this country was the ſoul of nd conſe: 
the confederacy againſt France. If our allies ſhould ſee that a | idands had 
branch of the Government was averſe to the continuance of early. W 
_ this object, they would become diſpirited, mutual diſtruſt was a bene 
would enſue, and the conſequence would be fatal to Europe en milhor 
in giving to the French a decided advantage over their enemies the phole « 
His Lordſhip proceeded to obſerve, that for two or three years ſaturers 
antecedent to the commencement of the war, Governinent had veath o 
declined interfering with the concerns of France; and in re- conſtantly 
turn for his friendly quieſcence, the republicans had affailed The Ma 
our allies, fomented ſedition and diſcontent in the bowels of handlome 
our country, to overturn our government, and finally attacked troduced I 
us 1n openly avowed hoſtility. Not having — — with ſeveral bn 
them, his Lordſhip contended that France ſhould not have in- ben ſubn 
terfered with us; and their making war upon us unprovoked, | wich him 
he faid, undoubtedly gave us new rights ; no man who knew entertain 
the law of nations could queſtion the propriety of our attack. night by h 
ing them in every way that could conduce to our ultimate ſuc- 8 , 
ceſs, after they had provoked us to reſiſtance on principles of te body 
felf-defence. And he relied upon it, that no permanent beser of 
peace could be hoped for with France, while the government be ſumm 
there was acting on their preſent ſyſtem; that is to ſay, inter- which we 
fering with all other governments. If, therefore, he were grounds © 
aſked, what was the moſt ſpeedy method of procuring peace, he die term! 
would ſay, it was a change in that government; and he was WW Marquis 
perſuaded, that a people of twenty-five millions could not, by porerned 
any pofhbility, be held under a republican form of govern- | lalutary e 
ment : A proof of this was, that England, a nation of fewer wakenin 
people, and poſſeſſing for centuries a government which con- ot be o 
tained a portion of republicaniſm in its compoſition, found it had any 1 
impoſlible to ſink into a form totally republican; and, after a ſurreCtio1 
lapſe of fourteen years, gladly returned (at the Reſtoration) ta | the flight 
the monarchical form of government, 8 us Maje 
With regard to an obſervation which had fallen from a Noble they wer 
Duke, that, inſtead of adding to the national debt, we ought the Cabi 
to raiſe the whole money wanted each year by taxes; the pro- Keſoluti 
ee. he contended, was a moſt viſionary one. No man be ſaid t 
ad ventured to go greater or bolder lengths that way, than his could po 
Right Hon, Friend at the head of the Treaſury had done already to be ſux 
in the caſe of the Spaniſh armament; in the preſent caſe he ſtill } Duke of 
had done much, by pledging himſelf, andthe Parliament, to ap- } held the 
ply a million yearly to the ſinking fund. Money, his Lordſhip for ſo lo 
added, never was ſo plentifully in circulation as at preſent: retired t 
The conqueſt of the Weſt India iſlands. was a new and. extra- m Arie! 
ordinary ſource of wealth, and it would ſoon be found to be thoſe, w. 
an aſtoniſhing means of increaſing the national commerce, 1 5 
5 | Ms. Vor. 
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ind conſequently increaſing the national revenue. Thoſe 
lands had, to his knowledge, produced to France ten millions 
early. We had already got two-thirds of them; ſo that there 
was a benefit accruing from the war of at leaſt two-thirds of 
ten millions yearly ; and he hoped ſhortly it would amount to 
the whole of that annual ſum. This was not all; our manu- 
ſacturers would be employed ift increaſing numbers, and 
wealth would by that means be daily flowing in upon us, in a 
conſtantly and uniformly increaſing proportion. 5 

The Marquis of Lanſ/down paid the Duke of Bedford ſome 
handſome compliments on the ability with which he had in- 
troduced his Reſolutions ; but ſaid, that after the fate of the 
ſeveral propoſitions which had, in the courſe of the ſeſſion, 
been fabmitted to the Houſe by the Noble Lords who agreed 
vith him on political ſubjects, and by himſelf, he could not 
entertain the hope that even the Reſolutions propoſed. that 
night by his Noble Friend, would be agreed to; he hoped and 
believed, however, that the diſcuſſion would induce the mode- 
nte body of the people at large, which conſtituted the real 
power of the ſtate, to aſſemble in a legal manner in the courſe of 
the ſummer, and expreſs their decided opinion on the evils under 
which we laboured in proſecuting a war, the motives and 
grounds of which-had been ſo often changed by miniſters, and 
the termination of which appeared to be ſo diſtant. The 
Marquis ſaid, he was convinced that the ſtrong voice of the 
gorerned would ultimately produce upon the governing the 


ſalutary effect which it muſt always be attended with, that of 


awakening them to the true intereſts of the people. It could 
not be objected to the Noble Lords in Oppoſition, that they 
had any motive to induce them to wiſh for diſcontents or in- 
ſurrections among the people. Would it not be found, upon 
the lighteſt view, that they had as great a property at ſtake as 
his Majeſty's preſent miniſters? Would it not appear, that 
they were not inferior in ability or integrity to the members of 
the Cabinet? The Noble Duke, who brought forward the 
Reſolutions that day, Fas an eminent inſtance; it would not 


be ſaid that he, who had the largeſt property in the country, 


could poſſibly wiſh for the introduction of anarchy. Was it 


to be ſuppoſed, that the Noble Duke in the Blue Ribbon (the : 


Duke of Grafton), who had, with ſo much honour to himſelf, 


held the moſt exalted ſituations in the ſtate, aud ſuperintended 


tor ſo long time the Treaſury of this country, who had fo long 
retired to benefit his country in another way, by improvements 
in agriculture, came from his retirement for ſuch purpoſes as 
thoſe, which the enemies of the country were ſaid to purſue, and 
had any inducemento confound all order? Or that the Noble 
Vor. IV. | „ Earl 
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Earl near him (Derby), who poſſeſſed ſo many good things, and 
no man knew better the proper uſe of them, ſhould have it in 
his contemplation to incite his neighbours of Preſton, and the 


adjacent towns, to rapine and plunder? 


It had been ſaid, with ſomewhat like triumph, that the 
ſmallneſs of their numbers was no proof of the weakneſs of 


their arguments ; ſmall as their numbers were, he believed the 
preſent nine would ſoon increaſe to ninety ; At any rate, ſmall 
as the minority appeared, it was as numerous as his Majeſty's 
cabinet; and in reſpe& to character, riches, property, and 
abilities, he would leave it to the Country to determine, which 
had the pre-eminence. ' He truſted miniſters would no longer 
level theſe calumnies at the Minority; the Country would 
judge to whom they were moſt applicable, the levellers, or 
_ thoſe at whom they were levelled. There were in the coun- 
try two other deſcriptions of men, alarmers and alarmiſts; he 
need not ſtate which were in fact the worſt z if the latter 
meant yell, in their effects, at leaſt, they were as dangerous as 
the others, | | e + 
The ſentiments of the Minority would, ſooner or later, have 
their fair force, and, by timely attention to their advice, the 
miſeries already incurred, and which he had anticipated, might 
have been averted. 8 | | 


The preſent was a period in which every man ſhould per- 


haps repreſs the ſpirit of prophecy z ſo extraordinary had been 
the events of the preſent war, that the wiſeſt ſpeculations had 
been baffled. He could not, therefore, furmiſe what might be 
the future ſyſtem of government in France ; but were he to 
offer before that Houſe his private opinion, he ſhould think a 
federal union of the departments would be a ſyſtem belt 
adapted for the happineſs of that country, and the advantage 
of this. It was chimerical to look for the reſtoration of Mo- 
narchy in France. Thoſe who thought a coronation the cure 
for all political evil, likened the ſtate of that country to our 
own previous to the Reſtoration. He ſaw not the moſt 
diſtant points of ſimilarity. © Cromwell had but little alienated 
property. The great bulk of the fortunes of this country 
ſtood unimpaired and unſequeſtered. The kingly power was 


therefore neceſſary ; it was the centre of union, and the con- 


ſolidation of intereſts. But no ſober man could imagine for a 
moment, if France were brought to-morrow to accept a 80. 


vereign of our dictation, that any thing like reſtoration and 


_ reſtitution of property could ever be made. The whole body 


of wealth had ſo totally paſſed away from its original poſſeſſors, | 
that nothing like that ſort of recompence could ever be e- 
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It had been ſtated, that no man was now ſuffered to poſſeſs 
more than two hundred à year: This the Noble Marquis de- 


nied. He ſaid; that, from very reſpectable information, 


he was affured, that ſeveral large fortunes were ſtill ſuffered to 
appertain to individuals untouched by the Executive Govern- 
ment. r e | 
His Lordſhip adverted-to the fituation of the allied armies 
on the Continent, which, he maintained, were unable to ſub- 
jugate France, it having appeared, by experience, that the ve- 


teran troops of Auſtria and Pruſſia; conducted by the ableſt 


generals of the age, had been inadequate to tlie attempt of 
conquering men who were inſpired with an enthuſiaſtic love 
of the welfare of their country. With regard to the Engliſh 
troops on the Continent, the devaſtation among them might 
be conceived, from the fact, that boys of ſixteen years of age 
were captains of cavalry ; that, to replace the fineſt body of 
troops of that deſcription, which perhaps the world ever ſaw, 
were ſent out, horſes which had never been ridden, and men 
that had never rode. . The Marquis ſaid, he would not at'that 
late hour of the night intrude longer on their Lordſhips' 


time, but content himſelf with declaring, that from the moſt . 


mature and diſpaſhonate conſideration he could give the con- 
duct of miniſters, he thought it of ſuch a raſh and unjuſtifiable 
nature, that if he had any perſonal animoſity to them, he 
ſhould not wiſh them to adopt different meaſures, as they 
mult terminate in the confuſion of their abettors and pro- 
moters z and happy would it be for the country; if they only 
were likely to ſuffer for this miſconduct j but if the ſame pro- 


digality they purſued ſhould be perſiſted in, ſo that the re- 


ſources of the country ſhould be exhauſted, which was not 
unlikely, the ruin would be general, and every individual muit 
ſuffer; He ardently hoped that hoſtilities, which deſtroyed 
our beſt intereſts, would be purſued no longer, and that the 
preſent perilous experiment would be the laſc.—Before he ſat 
down, the Marquis ſaid the motion of adjournment was the 
moſt odious-mode of negativing the Reſolutions of his Noble 
1 (the Duke of Bedford) that could have been reſorted 
85 | | | | 


Lord Grenville felt it unneceſſary to enter much upon a 
ſubje& which, though ably and eloquently introduced by the 


Noble Duke who made the motion, wanted at leaft the grace of 


novelty. The various arguments adduced in ſupport of the 


motion, their Lordſhips would recollect had been again and 
again urged in the courſe of the ſeſſion, and as often repelled 


by reply on the part of individual Lords, and by the general 


decifion of the Houſe. He thought it right, however, on the 
preſent occaſion, to counteract any impreſſion which the de- 
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ſponding ſpeeches of ſome Noble Lords might poſſibly make 
upon the hopes and expectation of the Public. For this pur- 
poſe, he would curſorily take the queſtion in three points of 
view: Firſt, as it regarded our comparative ſituation with the 
enemy in the progreſs of the war. Secondly, our reſources 


in wealth and commerce, to continue it while neceffary. And 


thirdly, the internal ftrength of this 'country contraſted with 
that of its adverfary. | | Fo, 
Not to dwell for the preſent upon the objects of the war, 
which muſt ever depend upon circumſtances, and change with 
them, the leading object at every time muſt be the attainment 
of a ſecure and permanent peace. This was an object which 
the government of France, ever fince the commencement of 
hoſtilities, had conſtantly put it out of our power to obtain, 
If we had entered into any negociation with the perſons who 
laſt year exerciſed the powers of government in France, the 
execution of Briflot and his confederates would ſhew us how 
deluſive and vain ſuch an attempt muſt have proved. And 
from a late proceeding of the Convention, it was manifeſt, 
the preſent government was as precarious and unſubſtantial as 
that of its predeceſſors; Barrere, in his report of the conſpi- 
racy of his former colleague Danton, having declared, that if 
his arreſt and execution had been ſuſpended for a ſingle day, 
the lives of the Committee of Public Safety, as well as thoſe 
of the Convention, would indubitably have been the immedi- 
ate and inevitable ſacrifice. It had been argued, that the ſpe- 
cific object of the war ought to be ſtated, that it might be 
known what were our proſpects of peace. In no former war 
had miniſters been called upon to make ſuch a declaration. 
There was but one juſtifiable object in war; viz. peace; 3 
ſecure, ſolid, and advantageous peace. But how was this to 


be effected? The Noble Duke had failed, where every perſon 4 


on his fide of the Houſe had failed, in ſtating with whom we 
could treat for peace, When, at the beginning of the preſent 
ſeſſion, he had himſelf ſaid, that there were no perſons in 


France with whom we could treat, and that the authority of } 


thoſe in power was built on no {table foundation, he was an- 


ſwered, Is not there a ſecond Conſtitution juſt eſtabliſhed ? 3 


there not an Executive Council? Are there not ſeven miniſters 


of ſtate? How ſtood the matter? The laſt miſerable remnant {1 
of this miſerable ſhadow of a Conſtitution was no more, the } 
Executive Council was no longer in exiſtence, the miniſters of I 
ſtate had been all diſplaced, and the Convention itſelf was no 


more. One half of its members had been guillotined, and 


now that Robeſpierre and Barrere, to preſerve their authority, | 


had even facrificed their old friend and help-mate Danton, 


they had the reſt of that body, it was true, entirely at their 
, | diſpoſal; 4 
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diſpoſal 3 but they would continue ſo only until ſome new de- 
magogue, more dexterous than themſelves, ſhould eſtabliſh his 
new deſpotiſm on the downfal of that of the preſent tyrants of 
France. Miniſters were accuſed of having varied in their ob- 
jet. Before we were engaged in war, we had certainly pro- 
feſſed and obſerved the ſtricteſt neutrality, and promiſed not 
to interfere in their internal concerns; being at war, were we 
to be bound by the profeſſions made in time of peace? We 
were forced into a war by a moſt wanton aggreſhon on the 
part of France on ourſelves and our allies ; we continued in 
that war becauſe we could obtain no ſecurity that a ſimilar 


aggreſſion might not be renewed. Peace, he had already ſaid, 


2 ſecure, an honourable and advantageous peace, was the only 
juſt object of war; and to obtain this object, he did not ſee 
why we ſhould not interfere with their internal concerns. He 
would go further, and would agree with a NobleEarl; that 
the only ſecurity we could obtain for a permanent peace, was, 
in reſtoring the monarchy and royalty of France. This was 
not reſtoring its ancient deſpotiſm; the abuſes of the mo- 
narchy alone were deſpotic ; the monarchy itſelf was not 
„ e 2 | 
Independent of the radical imperfection of ſuch a govern- 
ment as obtained in France at this time, the preſent rulers 
ſhewed ſo inveterate a malignity to this country, that it would 
be folly to rely on the ſincerity of their intentions, if indeed 
England had not too much at ſtake to admit of any compro- 
mats When the Noble Marquis ſaid, that the Peers of Oppo- 
fition were not likely to ſacrifice their property to the wild 
plans of Revolution, the Noble Marquis might have afked him- 


ſelf, whether the Government, and the great body of Parlia- 


ment, might not alſo have ſome feelings of the ſame kind? 
Whether they had not ſome little abilities too ? And whether 
there were not among them ſome entitled to the character of 

integrity? | „„ i 
He would not unneceſſarily detain the Houſe with any re- 
marks on our comparative ſituation in the progreſs of the war. 
The ſlighteſt view would ſhew, that our advances were ſuch 
as had never been exceeded in any firſt campaign with which 
our hiſtory was acquainted. He was anxious, however, to 
come to a circumſtance mentioned in the courſe. of dEbate, 
which was certainly of a nature that he little expected to hear; 
he meant the induſtry which was ſuppoſed to be uſed by his 
Majeſty's ſervants to keep back the name of General Fox, or 
ſuppreſs that good opinion which his country ought to enter- 
tain of his ſervices. He profeſſed himſelf totally uninformed 
reſpecting thoſe papers which the Noble Earl (Lauderdale) 
referred to: In the authentic accounts ſent over by the illut- 
| | trious 
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trious commander in chief, under whom General 'Fox ſerved, 
he was mentioned with that eulogy which his gallant conduct 


called for; and there was nothing which the miniſters of his | 
Majeſty would more deſpiſe, than the meanneſs of under- 


rating the General's ſervices on account of the political differ- 


ences they might have with any of his connextons at home. | 


He was a brave and gallant officer, and had, by his merito- 


+  rious ſervices, every juſt claim to the good opinion and grati- 


tude of his country. In the conduct of every war, a nation 


muſt reaſonably expect to meet with ſome of its viciſſitudes; 


and, with only that abatement, we might rely with confidence 
on the ſuperiority of ſkill and diſcipline in our foldiers and 
officers, which could ſcarcely fail of producing a ſucceſsful 
Hue to the conteſt.— It had been ſaid, that we had no pro- 


ſpect of ſucceſs. He would challenge any Noble Lord to point 
out a page in hiſtory, where, after twelve years war, our ſuc- } 


ceſſes had been ſtated to have been equal to thoſe of the laſt 
twelve months. If we looked to foreign acquiſitions, our ad- 
vantages were unbounded. In the Weſt Indies we had con- 
quered almoſt all that the enemy poſſeſſed in thoſe quarters, 
and which formerly furniſhed: them with great reſources for 
war. In the Eaſt, we muſt perceive, that not x place was left 
which France could call her own ; and this was a ſufficient 
argument to ſhew our maritime and commercial ſuperiority, 
The trade of thoſe diſtant dependencies would pour new 
ftreams of wealth into the lap of Great Britain; and ſuch was 
at this moment the flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce and our 
credit, however expenſive and unavoidable the continuance of 
the war, the nation hitherto had felt little inconvenience from 
its preſſure. He was not afraid to meet the Noble Duke as to 
the fucceſſes in Flanders, although he ſeemed to lay ſo much 
ſtreſs upon our loſſes there. If the Noble Duke would conſider 
the ſituation of the French at preſent, and compare it with 
their ſituation when firſt we engaged in the war, he would find 
that our ſucceſſes had been brilliant indeed. „ 

In contraſt with this picture, he placed the miſerable condi- 
tion of France, its deſperate reſources, annihilated commerce, 
and its ruined revenues. All property in that country was 
perfectly deſtroyed. A decree of the Convention would ſhew 
that no man in France could poſſeſs a property of more than 
200l. annual income; nor was there any reaſon to doubt that 
2 decree of that nature would be executed with all the rigour 
and injuſtice in which it originated. With- reſpect to the 
extent and numbers of the diſaffection which prevailed in 
France to the exiſting government, he was willing to own 
that it muſt be viewed ſpeculatively, and conſidered only as 


matter of opinion. To men who had any feeling, and felt the 
| advantages 
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advantages and comforts of any ſocial order, it would, how- 
ever, be a fair inference that the diſaffection muſt be ex- 
V TT : 

It might not be eaſy to know whether there were any pow- 
erful bodies of men in arms, againſt the Convention; but the 
letters of its own Commiſſioners would explain, that, in all 
| the north-weſt provinces, there was ſcarcely an individual man 
vho owned any obedience to the preſent oppreſſors. 55 

If the feelings of the Houſe could bear the recitals, even 
ſuch as thoſe were which had reached us of the horrid carnage 
every day committed at Lyons, Toulon, and other provinces 
of France, it would not admit of a doubt, but the majority of 
the people felt their ſhocking ſituation, and were only pre- 
rented, by their fears of immediate puniſhment and death, 
from uniting to overthrow a tyranny which, in the nature of 
things, muſt be of ſhort duration. Thus circumſtanced, it 
was of courſe to be expected, that the cauſe of the allies would 
be greatly aſſiſted in the interior of France; and that num- 
hers who naw were ſubmiſſive under the influence of terror, 
would readily co-operate with us, whenever they had a pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs, Flattering as this proſpect of affairs was, he 
was ready to admit, that if the view was totally reverſed, and 
dur circumſtances. as bad as any man could paint them, he 
would ſtill perſevere in trying the effect of war, and rely upon 
the ſpirit of Britons, to hazard a laſt effort, and bravely periſh in 
arms, rather than reſign at the feet of their aſſailants the ineſ- 
timable advantages of order and civilization. Finding, on the 
other hand, that we had every thing in our favour to inſpire 
confidence of ſucceſs, he would reſiſt any motion like that 
brought forward by the Noble Duke, which could have no 
other effect than depreſſing the courage of the people, ſwelling 
the pride of our enemies, and inſinuating a ſpirit of diſtruſt 
ind diſunion amongſt our allies. Be” ra . 5 
When the Chancellor was putting the queſtion, Lord Aucl- 
land roſe to remark, that if his motion ſhould paſs as a mere 
queſtion of adjournment, it would ſubject their Lordſhips to 
the inconvenience of meeting on the following day (Saturday); 
he therefore amended his motion, to ad journ to Monday, He 
took the occaſion to obſerve, on what had been ſaid by the 
Noble Marquis (Lord Lanſdown), who had given to the mo- 
tion the epithet * odious,” and had treated it as the moſt ex- 
ceptionable form of negativing the propoſitions that day. Far 
rom being odious, it was the only proper motion, unleſs their 
Lordſhips were diſpoſed (which he truſted they were not) to 
enter into ſeparate debates on the ſeveral Reſolutions, in order 

o negative ſome, and to put the previous queſtion on others. 

BB | | | He 
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He did not, however, object to the motion being conſidered by fle alſo 
the Noble Marquis as odious: He differed from him ſo eſſen- of the g 
_ tially as to the principles and objects of the war, and as to the ſor our! 
whole ſubſtance of the preſent diſcuſſion, that he was neither 8 int 
ſurpriſed nor mortified to find that they differed as to Parlia. rhe 
mentary forms. 22 * | „ | Themot 
The Duke of Bedford declared himſelf unwilling to occupy WM which 
much of their Lordihips time in reply at fo late an hour, and | Lordſhip 
particularly as he ſaw, from the tendency of the, ſpeeches rich the 
againſt his motion, that no proſpect opened for a termination | He co 

of the war. He had liſtened with the greateſt attention, and the war 
hoped, but in vain, that the Noble Secretary of State, or ſome from eh, 
of his friends, would have ſtated that, from the ſucceſſes and 4 ag 
advantages already gained by our armies and fleets, or from weeds" | 
ſome other cauſe, there was a probability of the bleſſings of bein * 
peace being reſtored to this country; but not one word on that Wl wer ode K 
point had been uttered. It might be true, that, at preſent, the 3 to the 
people felt not the preſſure of thoſe burdens which the nation rere u 
was incurring; but it muſt alſo be obſerved, that the time of him 2s 
would come, when theſe feelings would inevitably be excited, | promiſed 
and when their indignation againſt the miniſters, who were nde uc 
the cauſe of the calamity, might unfortunately ſtretch itſelf to Salt 0 
the general confuſion of the country. There were many of E hower 
the meaſures of Adminiſtration for which he allowed them leaſt diſgr 
every merit, nor would he now impugn the motives altogether } gument w 
of their conduct; but he wiſhed them to reflect ſeriouſly upon ters of thi 
. thoſe dangers to which they were expoſing their country, The | hai been | 
proſpect of peace was, he ſaid, diſmal and diſtant indeed, if down, wh 
we were only to look for it in the iſſue of a war which was to Jided ; for 


exterminate twenty ive millions of people. He ſcouted the 
idea of deriving ſecurity from any particular form of govern- | 
ment in any particular ſet of men. Give a great nation ſuch } 
a peace as a great nation has a right to expect and receive, } 
and that would be the beſt ſecurity for its permanent conti- 
Nuance. = | 5 

From the language held by miniſters and their ſupporters | Li of che 
that day, the Duke ſaid it appeared to him that France was to Wi | 


conſider that it was to have no peace with this country at all, Dyke 
without conforming to our dictates of the ſort of government on 

it ought to adopt. He would not diſpute but our troops * Marg, 
might be much ſuperior to the enemy in diſcipline, and our Carl 


generals in ſkill, but he diſtruſted their final ſucceſs againſt a 
foe whoſe numbers almoſt exceeded calculation. He beſtowed | 
a very high panegyric upon the illuſtrious Prince who led the | 
Britiſh forces, and was ſure, that if ſucceſs was to be attained, } 
the fame of that illuſtrious Perſonage would make it — 1 


vos, y 


being anſwerable for the ſucceſs of his propoſitions, he would 


Mir 30.  - WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY 
He alſo allowed that our foreign' conqueſts, in different parts 
of the globe, reflected honoyr on our arms, and obtained glory 
for our commanders ; but he, could perceiye no ſolid advan- 
tage in thoſe acquiſitions, other than as they might be made the 
jnltruments of procuring the ſovereign obſect, a Gefieral Peace, 


| Themotive which he had in giving to his Reſolutions the ſhape 


in which he had propoſed them, was, not to offend any of their 
Lordſhips by what might he deemed an improper interference 
wich che eee. 
He conſidered the ſenſe of the manufacturers to be againſt 
the war 3. he could foreſee no advantages that would accrue 
From its continyatice, and wiſhed to prevent thoſe conſequences! 
which might reſylt from its impoſing new taxes upon a people 


already burthened as much as they could bear. Without, 


conſole himſelf with the reflection of 2 5 done his duty. 
As to the charge made againſt him, of treating the name of 


Batrere with too little reſpect, N he ſpoke 


of him as he felt. He approved the firſt” Revolution, which 
promiſed to reſtore liberty to France: The circumſtances that 
fince ſucceeded it, excited his utmoſt abhorrence; and he 
could not eſteem a man who was a leader in ſuch tranſactions. 
If, however, he paid Barrere no compliment, he did not at 
leaſt diſgrace him, hen he placed him in the ſame line of ar- 
pument which he thought it neceſfary ta apply to the miniſ- 
ters of this country. Having briefly, but ably, combated what 
bad been faid againſt his ſtring of Reſolutions, his Grace ſat 
down, when the queſtion was called for, and the Houſe di- 
Ned; for the adjournmant, 


Content | 
Proxies 5 31— 113 

Met. content . 
/ : N LM 


736 Polk | | Majority 101 5 
kit of the Minority in the Houſe of Lords on the Duke of Begs 


| | ford's Motion, 
Dykes of Bedford, Ear]s of Thanet,. 


Norfolk, and Albemarle, 
1 _ Grafton, Egmont, and 
Marg. of Lanſdown, Stanhope, © 
Fa of Guildford, = Lords Chedworth, and 


| Lauderdaley St. Johy, 
Herby, . 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRI ůDAVY, May 30. 


The French Property Bill, after ſome objections ſtated by | 


Sir Francis Baring, and replied to by the Solicitor General, was 
read a third time and paſſed. | 5 


MOTION FOR PEACE. 


Mr. Fax roſe and ſaid, that it had occurred to him that it | 
was the duty of a perſon thinking as he had thought of the 
preſent lamentable and diſaſtrous war, to afford the Houſe an, 


opportunity of reviewing the ſituation of public affairs, and of 


drawing thoſe inferences which paſt tranſactions might war. | 


rant. He was ſenſible that, on a ſubject ſo often diſcuſſed as 


the preſent, no new obſervations could be made, no new lights | 


thrown out ; but it was his with to fix the attention of, the 


Houſe upon ſome recent events that had taken place, and to | 

deduce lach concluſions from thoſe events, as, in the judgment 
of every diſpaſſionate man, muſt be obvious and incontrovert. 
ible. Firſt, with reſpect to the origin of the war; It was not 
his intention to offer any remarks on the fact of aggreſſion, or 
to endeavour to decide whether that aggreſſion had been com- 
mitted by the French or by the allies. It had appeared to 
him, that one of the greateſt advantages of a free conſtitution | 
_ conſiſted in the publicity with which all its: affairs were tranſ- 
ated. He had for that reaſon hoped that it was impoſlible | 
for us to be plunged into a war upon. falſe pretences, for one 
thing to be held up to the people as the cauſe, and another to 
be purſued by miniſters as the end. Here, however, his hopes | 
had deceived him; that uſual publicity had not been practiſed 
in the preſent war; the real principles on which it was com- 
menced, and had been continued, had been concealed ; he was 
therefore entitled to aſſert, that the people of Great Britain 


have never given their conſent to the war. 


At the commencement of the laſt ſeſſion, the ſpeech deli- } 
vered by his Majeſty, inſiſted on the ſtrict neutralivy which his 
Majeſty had obſerved ; and the addreſs, returned in couiſe to 
that ſpeech, ſanctioned the ſyſtem which had been adopted. 
Mr. Fox obſerved, that it-was not only at the commencement of 
the French Revolution that this ſyſtem had been practiſed, but 
that ſubſequent even to the deſtruction of the Monarchy of 
France, in 1792, and after many of thoſe atrocities had been 
committed, at the view of which every feeling mind ſhrunk 1 
with horror, it was ſtill held forth to the view of the people. } 
His Majeſty thought at that time, and wiſely thought, in his | 


opinion, 


wav 30.) N 
opinion, 
in the dor 


ing the Ft 


erected a 
that vec! 
tied in t 
deen dont 
they were 
tion, neut 
and neutr 
Majeſty. 

an ynpro! 
zoorand1: 


E ficult to 


muſt tak. 
ſuade the 
the Schel 
however 

treated as 
of the H 
inſiſted u 
recomme 
to adopt 


nilters tl 


They hac 
hand and 
honeſtly, 
miniſters 
reſuſing 
ing had : 
it ineffec 
to purſu 
cordingl 
period, 

deſtroye 
principle 
On the « 
that the 


| 'of thoſe 


objectio 
mode o. 
the laſt 
claratio! 
conſiſte! 
tion fro 


When | 


n, 30%  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, =a19 
opinion, that it was not the duty of this country to interfere 
in the domeſtic government of another. 'Thus, notwithſtand- 

| ing the French had overthrown one form of government, and 
MM ercted another; notwithſtanding all the calamitous events 
by that becarred in France; notwithſtanding all the horrors prac- 

"ou tiſed in that country; notwithſtanding that many acts had 

deen done in France, of which it was difficult to ſay whether 
they were more calculated to move pity or to excite indigna- 

75 non, neutrality was ſtill the word in the mouths of miniſters, 


Ay WS :nd neutrality ſtill continued to influence the conduct of his 
an, Majeſty. Miniſters faid fairly, that if the French ſhould make 
of nm unprovoked attack on any of our allies, or purſue plans of 
1 zerandizement, which, if accompliſhed, would render it dif- 
a WY ficult to oppoſe any attack they might afterwards make, we 
a muſt take part in the war. Great pains were taken to per- 
* ſuade the Houſe, that their attempt to open the navigation of 


the Scheldt was an aggreſſion upon our allies the Dutch; and 


D however ludicrouſly or contemptuouſly that had been fince 
t. MT ticated as the cauſe of the war, he appealed to the recollection 
of of the Houſe, whether it was not at firſt the point principally 


infiſted upon. To ſettle the difpute upon this point, he had 


or | | lett 
a recommended negociation to the Houſe, and the Houſe refuſed 

8 w * . . f . 

a WT to adopt it. But although the Houſe decided againſt it, mi- 
5 niſters thought it convenient to follow his recommendation. 


They had recourſe not to an open and manly, but to an under- 
hand and equivocal mode of negociation, which, even if meant 
honeſtly, could hardly fail of defeating its own purpoſe. But 
miniſters, in their negociation, by their inimical conduct, by 
refuſing to acknowledge that thoſe with whom they were treat- 
ing had any power to treat, took the ſure courſe of rendering 
it ineffectual. Their object was to pretend a negociation, and 
to purſue ſuch means as muſt make it fail. It failed ac- 
cordingly. The war was then commenced; but even at that 
period, when the influence of a ſyſtem of neutrality was 
deſtroyed and gone, even at that period, he never heard the 
principles of interfering in the government of France avowed. 
On the contrary, he heard it explicitly and repeatedly aſſerted, 
| that the continuance even of the power of France in the hands 
of thoſe perſons who then poſſefled it, was not a fundamental 
objection to peace. Such had been the ſtatement, ſuch the 
mode of conduct which ſeemed to actuate the Government in 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. During the receſs, ſeveral de- 
clarations were made in his Majeſty's name, which, though in- 
conſiſtent in themſelves, evinced the departure of Adminiſtra- 
tion from that line of action which they had hitherto purſued. 
When Dumourier declared againſt the Convention, and pro- 
gt Ff 2 Ss poſed 
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poſed marching to Paris, the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, in the 
name of the Emperor, publiſhed a proclantatioh, in which he 


rance the conſtitution of t78g ; and that all the towns taken 


y his Imperial Majeſty; ſhould be taken poſſeſſio 
name of Louis the 9 


all who were parties in it (and 


ſmalleſt degree of countenance. 


He called upon the Houſe next to turn their attention to the 
terms propoſed by the Touloneſe to Lord Hood, and to the 
declaration made by his Lordſhip. In conſequence of that de- 
claration, by which he bound himſelf to ſupport the conſtitu- 
tion of 1789, and pledged himſelf to protect all Frenchmen 
who ſhould repair to that ſtandard, he had been admitted into f 
the town, Subſequent, indeed, to that period, another decla- | 
ration appeared, verboſe, obſcure, and equivocal, materially | 
differing from the former: In that ſecond declaration, not- | 
withſtanding the long phraſes with which it abounded, for the 
purpoſe of preventing the communication of any diſtinCt idea 
to the mind by the peruſal, notwithſtanding the rubbiſh with 
which it was loaded, they might collect from it, that it was not 
the intention of Great Britain to make peace with the preſent | 


French Government. 


Thus did our avowed objects progreſſively change. It had 
been argued that, ſubſequent to the commencement of a war, | 
it might be proper to change the nature of that war. Be it io; | 
for the ſake of argument, he allowed that poſition ; but he 
contended, that thoſe who maintained it, did not do well to 
uſe that declaration, by which they ſought to lead the 15 


Frans that it Was the intention of his maſter to reftore to 


| n of in the 
eventeenth, and held in truſt for him till 
that conſtitation ſhould be reftored. True it was, that the 
proclamation was in a few days retracted, to the diſgrace of 
he could not fee how we could 

avoid incurring a ſhare of the diſgrace and infamy of that 
tranſaction); we ſaw the Emperor; as dead to all ſenſe of ſhame | 
as unfeeling with reſpect to every principle of juſtice; within 
five days after it had been iſſued, annul that declaration, and 
aſſert, that it had not produced any effect upon France. What 
could be found to match this, even in the conduct of thoſe who 
governed France? It appeared to have been done as if the 
aer had feared that the King of Pruſſia's perfidy to Po- 
land might ſtand unparalleled, and he himſelf could not be 
conſidered as a fit member of the confederacy, till he had done 
ſomething ſufficiently infamous to keep his ally in counte- 
nance. In a cauſe, which we were ſo often told was the cauſe | 
of morality, virtue, and religion, he truſted that his Majeſty, | 
for his own and the national honour, would not only diſclaim | 
all participation in ſuch acts, but deny that he gave them the 
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to their ruin, and attempted to perſuade them that this was 
the cauſe of religion, morality, and of the rights of all civilized 
ſociety. If the aggreſſion on Holland, which had been aſſerted 
to be the real cauſe of the war, had not taken place, religion, 
morality, and the cauſe of all civilized ſociety, might have been 
left by Great Britain either to other defenders, or to take care 
of themſelves. Miniſters having thus, according to their own 
ſtatement, commenced the war on a principle of policy alone, 
he maintained, that they had no right to boaſt of the ſupport 
which they had aftorded to thoſe principles which were at pre- 
ſent the conſtant ſubject of their declamation. Let Gentle. 
men ſee why it was more neceſſary on principles of policy to 
interfere in the government of France this year than it had 
been at the commencement of the war ? Had the neceſlity 
ariſen from our ſacceſſes at Toulon ? or from that ſyſtem of 
enetrating into France with a force which, conſidering the 
Far of Moira's army as that force, had not yet left our ſhores? 
It certainly had not. We had diſclaimed peace with the pre- 
ſent rulers, and we had diſclaimed interfering in the internal 
government of France, But how had we diſelaimed inter- 
fering? We were at the preſent time actually interfering, and 
our interference was of the moſt objectionable kind. | 
It had been ſaid in that Houſe, by perſons of high autho- 
rity, that we were not at war for the purpoſe of reſtoring this 
or that conſtitution. We were then at war, not for building, 
but for pulling down; not for producing any partial alteration 
in any ſyſtem, but for effecting the total deſtruction of that 
ſyſtem. Let Gentlemen try that mode of conduct by prin- 
eiples of policy. Suppoſe we ſucceeded in overthtowing the 
preſent government of France, what were we then to do? 
Having deſtroyed one tyranny, we had ſet up another. We 
had ſaid to the people of France, © Do you, of whoſe mode- 
ration, of whoſe wiſdom and juſtice, of whoſe temperance 
and humanity, we have had ſo many inſtances for theſe 
aſt five years, do you afſemble again; again recur to firſt 
principles ns you did in 1789 erect any R government 
you think proper, a monarchy or a republic, only do not ſet 
up a Jacobin government.” In that wild manner were we 
producing, ee a continuation of that miſery, horror, and 
devaſtation, which we had fo often deplored.“ Shew me (ſaid 
Mr. Fox) the policy of ſuch a ſyſtem, and I will prove it to be 
faithleſs; I will prove that it will lead you to deceit and per- 
tidy. You may, by the adoption of it, be betraying the ſup- 
porter of the ancient monarchy, the ſupporter of republican- 
iſm, and the man who ſteers a middle courſe between theſe 
wo extremes. You may be ſurrendering the middle man to 
„ | os the 
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the rage of the two furious parties; you may be reducing him 
to the neceſſity of cogtending with both, of ſtruggling without 


receiving any aſſurance of ſupport from you, or without bein 


cheered with a hope, that you mean to afliſt in the eſtabliſh. | 


ment of any form of government. So much for the interfer. 


ence you profeſs, and which can only gain you friends whom 
you muſt betray.” Was this, he aſked, mere theory ? Had they | 
not heard it declared by a Noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave), ina 
ſpeech (which, though it was not regular to allude to ſpeeches ! 
ſpoken in that Houſe, might be adverted to with more propri- | 
ety than any other, becauſe it was rather a hiſtory than a | 
ſpeech), had they not heard it declared by that Noble Lord, 
though ſome of the inhabitants of Toulon were adverſe to the 
old government, ſome to the new, yet that theſe enmitics | 
would again break out with all their wonted fury, when | 
the Britiſh arms were withdrawn? What, therefore, he moſt | 
particularly contended was, that when we entered into the 
war, we entered into it on defenſive principles, and that, ac- 
.cording to the miniſter's own ſtatement, we ſhould not have | 
been drawn into it, if France had reſpected the neutrality of 
our ally; that, nothing having occurred to change the princi- | 
ples on which the war was commenced, they were at that | 
time called upon to continue it on another principle, and that 
the people had been deluded by falſe pretences, to ſpend their 
money and their blood, for purpoſes to which, if fairly ſtated 9 
to them in the firſt inſtance, they would not have conſented, | 
and had thus been induced to ſupport the war on a motive 


which was not the real motive. 


With reſpect to the mode in which the war had been carried 
on, he owned he had often altered his ſpeculations. He would 
ſtate to the Houſe a ſtrong fact, which ſtruck his mind on re- 
viewing the operations of the laſt campaign. When he looked 
at theſe operations for the purpoſe of collecting the intention 
of the king's minifters, he aſked himſelf this queſtion;“ Are 
they abiding by the declaration of the Prince of Saxe Co- 
bourg? and he reſolved the queſtion in the affirmative. | 
When the laſt campaign commenced there was a civil war in 
France. When he obſerved that in that campaign we had 


gained only two important ſucceſſes, that Valenciennes us 


taken by the Duke of York, and Mentz by the King of Pruſſia, } 
he looked to the articles of capitulation, to ſee whether we 
acted merely as a power engaged in a foreign war, or whether 


we meant to interfere in the civil conteſts in France. In theſe 


articles he ſaw that the garriſons were forbidden to carry arms | 


during the war againſt Auſtria, Pruſſia, Great Britain, and 


802 again 


the other allied powers; but they were not forbidden to fig } 
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inſt the inſurgents in La Vendée. If he had the honour of 
ariſing his Majeſty, on this ſubject, perhaps he ſhould not 
hae imitated their mode of conduct; but he thought that 
miniſters, however unwilling to adopt it, had adopted it for 
the purpoſe of refuting the calumnies of thofe, who contended - 
that Adminiſtration meant to interfere in the government of 
France, and of proving, that, ſo far from entertaining any 
ſuch intentions, they had even reſolved to ſend the garrifons 
of Mentz and Valenciennes into France, for the purpoſe of 
hearing arms againſt the inſurgents. In the ſubſequent part, 
however, of the campaign, that conduct was effaced ; but not 
in another; becauſe, if there were any crime or reproach in it, 
al the crime and reproach remained; and all the inferences 
in favour of the preceding declaration were effaced ; and it 
would naturally be aſked, by what? By Lord Hood's declara- 
ton to the Touloneſe, by his Majeſty's ſubfequent declaration, 


nting with thoſe very Royaliſts. | | 
Having thus ſhewn the inconſiſtent mode of conduct which 
miniſters had adopted with reſpect to the war, he would pro- 
ceed to another view of the ſubject. Miniſters and their ſup- 
ers had formerly contended, that if we ſuffered France to 
agerandize herſelf at the expence of the Emperor and the King 
of Sardinia, we might have to contend againſt her increaſed 
power when our. preſent allies, offended at our neutrality, - 
would not aſſiſt us; and that the opportunity of oppoſ- 
ing and crippling the power of France was a fair one, and 
ought not to be neglected. He did not ſee the force of that 
argument at the time it was uſed, becauſe he predicted that 


then afraid of diſguſting the Emperor? If the Emperor had 
concluded a peace with France, it muſt have been productive 
of advantages to this country, and been fortunate for Europe; 
and the barrier of the Netherlands, which the miſtaken policy 
of a former reign had demoliſhed, might have been reſtored. 
Were we afraid of diſguſting our ally the King of Pruſſia? 
Might we not have waited till that diſguſt took place, before 
we ſubſidized him? We had entered into various conventions 
with other powers. One of theſe, the convention with his 
pardinian Majeſty, had been ſo fully diſcuſſed already, that it 
was unneceſſary to enlarge upon it again; one obſervation, 
however, he muſt beg leave to make: In that convention, 
Great Britain agreed not to lay down her arms till ſhe had re- 
conquered all that territory which had been wreſted from her; 
and that agreement, he faid, had been entered into without an 
equivalent advantage on the part of Great Britain. It was re- 
| plied 
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plied to him, that we had adopted the ſame» conduct in the 


_ war of the ſucceſſion, and in the wat which was terminated | 


by the peace of Aix la Chapelle. It was urged, that his Sar. 


dinian Majeſty might be an active ally of France, if he were | 


not ſubſidized by the powers combined againſt France. It 
was inſiſted, that the moſt powerful diverſion might be made 
by the King of Sardinia. Let Gentlemen look at the ſtate of 


the war. What diverſion had his Sardinian Majeſty pro- 


duced? Would the incurſion of the French into Piedmont be 
a favourable circumſtance to the allies? Might it not be pro- 
Auctive of the moſt alarming conſequences? Did miniſterg 

_ think that the power of Sardinia would be alone ſufficient to 
fave Italy? 'They could not think ſo ; they muſt be convinced, 
that if Italy were in danger from the power of the French, 
that danger could alone be averted by a large body of Auſtrian 


troops. He was not aſking what might be the ſtate of Italy | 


then; miniſters on that head muſt be better informed than he 


was; bur if the accounts he heard were true, they preſented | 
to the view the moſt gloomy aſpect. He heard of ſomething | 
infinitely more alarming than all the ſucceſſes of the French, | 


which was, that the lower orders of the people in Italy enters 
tained an opinion, that any change which. might tend to over- 
throw the preſent Auſtrian government would be for the bet- 
ter. What was the ſtate of the war in Italy? The French had 

entered Piedmont in two places; and, it the accounts in the 

;blic papers were true, at that moment threatened Turin. 
It had been reported, that a large body of Auſtrians was on its 


march from the Milaneſe to relieve Piedmont. He hoped the | 


report might be true; but in whoſe favour would'the diverſion 
in Italy operate? In favour of the French undoubtedly, by 


rendering the diverſion of a. large body of Auſtrians in Italy 


abſolutely neceſſary, and thus weakening the Emperor's exer- 


tions in Flanders. oF 
Another obſervation he would offer on the ſubject of the 
convention was, that we had entered into conventions with 
Ruſſia, Pruſſia, Auſtria, and other powers; and ir all theſe 
gonve#tions there was this general clauſe, That Great Britain 
would not Jay down her arms till each nation had recovered 
thoſe dominians which might have been conquered from her. 
That clauſe, as far as it related to Ruſſia, was ridiculous. 
With reſpect to Pruſſia and Auſtria, the bargain might be a 
fair onez but it was of importance to conſider that that guar 
rantee extended to all the other belligerent powers. Did they 
extend the ſame guarantee to this country ? Pruſſia had already 
aid down her arms without taking notice of it, Had the, 
*mperor made the guarantee? They were told that he - 
| — yg 7) 
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not. It appeared, therefore, that Great Britain was the only 
nation chat had extended this guarantee to all the other powers, 
and that thoſe powers had not extended it to her, and thus we 
alone were bound to continue a war, now declared to be a war 
ad internecionem, and conſequently of incalculable duration. 

There were, he knew, in the treaty, proper words, expreſſive 
of the & perfect confidence and amity” which were to ſubſiſt 
between the two countries. Did thoſe words mean any thing? 

| Or were they mere words of courſe? Was the King of Pruſſia 
to carry on the war on the ſame principles, and for the ſame 
objects, as we did? Yes, ſaid his Pruſſian Majeſty in 1792. 
But what was his language in. 1793? * That circumſtances 
would not permit him to proſecute the war.” Did he ſay that 
any unexpected events had occurred? Had he been forced into 
1 war with Sweden and Denmark! What then were thoſe 
circumſtances ? The exhauſted ſtate of his finances? Had his 
Pruſhan Majeſty ſuſtained loſſes, had he experienced any great 
defeats? No; we were told that the laſt campaign had been 
ſocceſsful beyond the moſt ſanguine expectations. Was then 
the exhauſted ſtate of his finances an unforeſeen occurrence? 
No; but his Pruſſian Majeſty had at length found out that war 

| was expenſive, that it tended to exhauſt his finances, and that 
his victories would coſt him ſomething. He muſt, therefore, 
have known theſe things would happen; it was clear, that the 
words, ( as far as circumſtances will permit,“ were. fraudu- 
lent, inaſmuch as they could only mean to the end of the cam 
paign, when his Pruſſian Majeſty knew that his treaſury would 
be exhauſted. It had been ſtated, that the war was the com- 
mon cauſe of the civilized world, and Europe, we had been 
atured, would join in it. A great confederacy, indeed, had 
been formed 3 but many of the powers of Europe had not 
joined us, and it was reaſonable to conclude, that they had 
not the ſame apprehenſions of danger; but if the war was 
really a general concern, why was it made to ſome powers a 
particular one? Auſtria, he acknowledged, had furniſhed + 
large reſources z and, by the valour and diſcipline of her troops 
too, gained great military fame. But was that all the aſſiſt- 
ance which his Imperial Majeſty was to afford? Was he to 

| bear no ſhare in the expence? It was well known that Pruſſia, 

- beeriouſly to her application to this country, had applied 

w Auſtria for aſſiſtance, who refuſed to accede to her de- 
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It was known that the Emperor, whoſe dominions extended 

oer ſuch an enlarged ſcale of territory, who poſſeſſed dominions 

900 various in their productions, and part of which dominions was 
1 particularly fertile; that that Emperor, who was allo ſovereign 
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of that unhappy territory which was now the ſeat of war, and 


the wealth of whoſe inhabitants was ſcarce exceeded by that of 
the merchants of London and Amſterdam; it was known, he 
ſaid; that he was unable to raiſe his loan in Brabant or Hol- 
land, and that he had been forced to come to this country. 
He underſtood. that miniſters had neither given their explicit 
approbation or difapprobation to this loan. But that circum- 
ſtance ſhewed, that the Emperor had no reſource but in Great 
Britain. It was poſſible that the Englith might think any ſe- 
curity which he might offer ſuſpicious; and if tliey ſhould en- 


tertain ſuch ſentiments, where would he be able to fill another 


loan? He muſt then apply to Government, in the ſame man- 
ner as the King of Pruſſia had done. With ſuch high-flown 
principles as were entertained by miniſters; how were we to 
refuſe him? Auſtria, if it be neceſſary to deſtroy the Jacobin 
government of France, muſt be conſidered, not merely as a 
neceſſary ally, but as the very ſoul of the alliance. Thus 
would this country be carried on from expence to expence, 
from ſubſidy to ſubſidy. 
Under ſuch views. and entertaining theſe ſentiments, he 
' conceived it to be his duty to propoſe ſome rational means by 
which peace might be procured. - This effect was, in his opi- 
nion, to be procured only by two modes; either by treating 
with France, or by purtuing our conqueſts in ſuch a manner 
as to force our adverſary to make peace. Between theſe two 


modes, there might indeed be an intermediate one. In an- 


ſwer to the firſt of theſe propoſitions, it might be ſajd, that 


the exiſtence of ſuch a government as the preſent one of 
France, muſt ſubvert all other governments. To that argu- | 


ment he ſhould reply, that the Houſe had never ſanctioned 


that dangerous ſpeculation, and that experience proved it to 
be the will of Providence, that monarchies, oligarchies, ari- 
tocracies, republics, might exiſt in all their ſeveral varieties in 
different parts of the world, and that governments whoſe | 
principles were directly adverſe to each other, might not only 
exiſt without injury to each other, but might exiſt in friend- 
ſhip and alliance. Let us make, therefore, a trial; propoic | 
peace to France; and if we ſhould afterwards be deceived, we 
could then recur to war. It would be much more eaſy to 
proceed from peace to war, than from a ruinous war to an 
advantageous peace. If it were true, as had often been al- } 


ſerted, that we could not be ſafe without the deſtruction of 


the French government, melancholy, indeed, was tlie truth. 
The government of France had already ſtood two years; the 
firſt campaign was particularly diſaſtrous: the ſecond bad 
been ſtated to be molt brilliant and ſucceſsſul ; be it fo, but. 
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would · not be denied, that the government of France was more 
powerful at. that 3 than it had been at any period ſince 
the revolution. What inference was to be drawn from that 


| circumſtance ? An inference maſt diſcouraging indeed to thoſe 


who were advocates for the proſecution of the war. We tound 
that a celebrated commander (the Duke of Brunſwick) in the 
firſt campaign had been compelled to retreat from France with 
precipitation and diſgrace. We found that the ſecond cam- 
paign was brilliant and ſucceſsful ; but that brilliancy, and that 
ſucceſs, .praduced.no advantage to the allied powers; and the 
government of France was no more affected by our ſucceſſes 
than by our diſgraces. He required no other proof than that. 


He then ſaid, that, in carrying on the war ad inlernecionem, 


we were in a moſt dreadful ſituation; ſor we found our enemy 
riſe on defeat, and that in proportion to our ſucceſſes were 
the means of reſiſtance on the part of that enemy multiplied 
and increaſed. Unleſs, therefore, we effected every things 
we ſhould fall ſhort of the object neceſſary to be obtained, 


Nil actum reputant, ſi quid ſupereſſet agendum. 


If we did not deſtroy the government of France, we ſhould 
have done nothing. Such a ſituation, calamitous and melan- 
choly at any time, muſt be particularly ſo at the preſent mo- 


ment, when we conſidered the exhauſted ſtate, and the in abi- 


lity of our allies. If, therefore, miniſters would condeſcend 
to be inſtructed by the wiſdom of former times, if they would 
vouchſafe to purſue the example of their anceſtors, they would 


then be induced to make peace; and the ſuccefſes which had 


attended our arms, would only afford additional reaſons for 
adopting that mode of conduct. In various parts of the world 
victory had attended our operations. In the Weſt Indies we 
had taken Martinique, St. Lucie, Guadaloupe, and a great 
part of St. Domingo. We had alſo driven the French from 
the Eaſt Indies. Theſe advantages would be eminently uſeful 


in making peace; whereas they could not at all conduce to the 


ſucceſs of that ſyſtem by which the government of France was 
attempted to be deſtroyed. They were every thing for nego- 
ciation, and nothing for deſtruction. With reſpect to the 
mode of treating, he never yet heard but one rational objee- 
tion, which was, that France was not in a negociable ſtate; 
and the manner in which that objection had been defended 
was, that there was no man in France who could anſwer for 
the conduct of another. At che time that objection was firſt 
urged, he did not think it valid or ſubſtantial, but he was ſure 
that it was not then ſo; He truſted that no man would think 


him a friend to the F rench government; and he allo hoped 


6g 2 that 


2 . J 
a - > as — . 
+ = . 8 1 
1 * 2 r 
o 1 PF: a * — 
2 v — —_ —— 
- e — 


K N 
Corinna —ů—ç r — —— << 


52 
8 
12 
2 
7 1 
5 
= 
2 
5 
N 
1 
* 
1 
. 
* 
Yue © 
"RM". 

3 "x N 
— 
1 
I 3 
''' 08 
19 
th 
+ 80 3, 
270 * 
6 
obo 

5 13 
"1% 
it : 
1} 4 * 
7 
3 7 
25 0 
. 
Wat 4 
1 
88 fr 
* 4 
, by 
'- 86 
7. 
6 0 
7 
N 
f ' 
LE. 
f 
1 
4 
” Io 
"* 
1 | 
411 
9 
* 
213 3 
#45 
148 
"1 K * 
2 - 
9 
4 
„ 
4 
2 
7 
FS . 
58 
NY 
o 7 
1 
2 
+. ind 
Fs 
s 
1 1 
„ vTY 
7 
19 
. 
5 >, 
3" 
bY 
* 
4 
:1 3 
* nf 
+. 4 
. 
1 7 
e 
4. 1 q 
e 
"LY 7 
F { 
T9 L 


r 
S 
2 


— 2 
> SE SIT 


— 1 
—̃ñ — 
— = R 7 
nn — 
— — RG Fre 


» wo 3 3 — +1 
OE: we EI 
e =o: 2.40 % 


SY 
3 


wt) 5; SES 


; 
3 
By 
: 
; 


1 
$ 
1 
1 
Li 
4 


ns — 
IA 


_  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Conmoxy, 
that he ſhould not be thought willing to pay a compliment to 
tyranny, when he aſſerted that the government of France 


could coerce its ſubjects; and that, if that government wiſhed 


to declare war againſt the Swiſs Cantons, and even againſt 
America, they 'would be obeyed. If, therefore, the French 


government poſſeſſed the power to make war, it muſt alſo poſ- 


ſeſs the power to make peace; and if, as had been ſtated, it 


were neceſſary to uſe force, for the purpoſe of compelling the 


people of France to go to the field and make war, it ſurely 


muſt require leſs force to induce them to make peace. It had | 


ever been the policy of France to maintain a friendly inter- 


courſe with ſome adjacent powers; and, in purſuance of that 
policy, ſhe had been enabled to preſerve her neutrality with | 
ſeveral ſtates, He hoped that we ſhould be able to preſerve 
ours in Europe, and elſewvhere, as well as France had done, | 


He was ready to allow, that it was one thing to propoſe peace, 
and another to obtain it. | 
All caſes of that nature, undoubtedly, were ſubject to great 


_ uncertainty, and with a. nation in a ſtate ſo anomalous as 
that of France, all events muſt be peculiarly doubtful ; but F 
where could be the danger of the propoſition ? Should we loſe | 
our allies by it? No. Beſides, having made the propoſition, | 
the Convention and the committees would be no longer able 


to delude the people, by making them believe that they were 


fighting for their liberties and their moſt valuable rights. 
They might employ terror, but that would then be their only 
reſource. Nor would theſe be all the advantages that would 
reſult from ſuch a mode of conduct. The Houſe would con- 
vince this kingdom of the fir-erity of their wiſhes for peace; 
they would relieve men, who believed that the principles of 
the preſent war were not friendly to the general cauſe of free- | 


dom, from that repugnance which they mult experience. 


The Houſe would indulge him in another obſervation on the 
idea of deſtroying the French government, Some men, of 


warm imaginations and great abilities, had thought the preva- 


lence of French principles muſt, produce a conſiderable effec ] 
in all other countries. He doubted the doctrine when he firſt 
heard it; and the more he examined, the more he diſliked it. 
To ſuch an opinion he always objected, that it was unſound; 
and that it led to that barbarous ſyſtem of intolerance, which 
he had hoped had been baniſhed from the world. Let them 
look to the cauſes and effects of theſe principles. It was gene- 
rally thought that American principles poſſefſed a conſiderable | 
influence in the French revolution; and if we ſought the pa- 
rentage and pedigree of this opinion, we ſhould find that it 


was extremely plauſible. If we traccd the ſource of the Ame- 
| can 
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The Arnericans received not their principles and opinions from 


the wandering Indians, nor from Mexico or Peru—they car- 
lied them with them from England. He ſhould therefore, in- 
deed, pauſe a long time, before he ſtated, that, becauſe ſuch 
principles might lead to anarchy and confuſion, that therefore all 


perſons poſſeſſing ſuch principles ought to be exterminated; 


for if he did make ſuch ſtatement, he muſt alſo be prepared to 


contend, that America and Great Britain muſt be the moſt 


guilty countries in the world; and with reſpect to theſe prin- 


ciples of liberty and equality, which had been ſo much abuſed, 
vhence did we deduce them? from the ancients? No; their 
writings produced merely a general effect in favour of liberty; 
but if we proceeded to an analyfis of their writings, we ſhould 
find that they tended to no given and defined ſyſtem of liberty. 
Did we then derive theſe principles from the Eaft Indies, or 
from the Mogul government? No. From Great Britain alone; 
from a ſyſtem of philoſophy (if that word might now be uſed), 
and from thoſe grand reſervoirs of wiſdom and truth, Locke and 
Sydney. What did he argue from this? that if ſuch principles 
were to be oppoſed by deſpotic powers, the Engliſh qpinions, 
writings of philoſophers, muſt be moſt odious and deteſtable; 
and that if it ſnould ever happen that the defpotic nations of 


Europe ſhould" be at war with us, Great Britain muſt be an 


object of much greater reprobation and abhorrence than France, 
maſmuch as truth was always more dangerous, becauſe more 
powerful than error. The government of Berlin, which muſt 


diſzuſt every man, might then think the true principles of 


juſtice more abominable than we did the preſent French prin- 
ciples. 8 . | | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he had uſed every argument that occurred to 
his mind in favour of ſome Reſolutions which it was his inten- 
tion to ſubmit to the Houſe. As it was, however, probable 
that theſe Reſolutions might not be acceded to, it was his in- 
tention to ſay ſomething in favour of another Reſolution which 
he thouid offer to Gentlemens conſideration; becauie, if it 
was determined, by the rejection of the firit ſet of Reſolutions, 
that it was proper to proceed in the attempt to defroy the 
French government, he thould then contend, that their deter- 
mination ought to be openly and ſolemnly avowed; and that 
we ſhould declare, that we were at war for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining ſome given and explicit order of government in France, 
becaule every emigrant would rhen know for what he was 
lighting. *If we declared that they were contending for the 
reſtoration of the old government, they would then be joined 
by all thoſe who wiſhed the reſtoration of that a” If 

| they 


1 
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rican principles, we ſhould find” that ſource in Great Britain. 
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they ſtated, that it was their intention to reſtore the conſtity. d the 
Te. d is 


tion of 1791, they would then be joined by the ſupp orters of 


that conſtitution. The ſame argument might be uſe), if their 
object ſhould be the eſtabliſhment of a rational republic. In 
that latter caſe, they would not certainly be joined. by emi- 
grants, but by many perſons in France, where, he believed, 


that ſo great was the abhorrence of the ancient deſpottiſm, that 


the name of a republic was popular. If, however, they pro- 
ceeded without ſuch an explicit declaration as he had men- 
tioned, they might be joined by hands, but they would have no 
hearts in their favour. They would have men who might ſuf. 
pect that they meant to betray them. They would be fol- 
Jowed by unhappy victims, who might be fighting for that 


which miniſters did not mean to eſtabliſh. ' He therefore re- 


peated, that he certainly ſhould attempt to procure an explicit 
declaration of the objects of the preſent unfortunate war. 
The Houſe would perceive, that. he had ſtudiouſly avoided 
all obſervations on the military conduct of the war. On that 
ſubject, he had ſtated his opinion before in his ſentiments on 


the manner in which our trade had been protected; which 


ſentiments were by no means altered, when he believed the 
Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him would not have an 


i anna of inſiſting, with ſuch a triumphant tone, on the 
price of inſurance, as an incontrovertible criterion, by which 2 | 
judgment might be formed of the protection afforded to our 
trade. He had looked with that anxiety common to them all } 


on the operations in Flanders. During the preſent campaign 
we had taken a town of conſiderable note. 


alſo taken ſome of our towns. We had deſtroyed many of 


the enemy, and we had, alas! loſt many of our own ſoldiers. | 


He muſt own that he felt ſome curioſity to know the amount 


of the loſs of men ſince the commencement of the preſent | 
War. In looking to the Gazette, he fougd it difficult to gra- 


tify that curioſity, but he believed that it would not be too 


much to compute the loſs of the French alone at. 200,000 | 
men] What then muſt be the power of that country Which 


was able to afford ſuch lofles ? We had reduced Landrecies, 


and what was the conſequence ? Another part of the French, } 
army made ſuch an impreſſion, as to render it neceſiary !or 5. | 
to employ our whole force againſt them. And yet, with all tiat } 


force, with all thoſe energies which we employed, and all thoſe 
laurels which we had won, we had not been able to drive 


them from their poſition. Looking thus at the ſtate of the | 
campaign, ſurveying the frontier of France, and the myriads | 
of men in arms, he muſt conſider the conqueſt of that coun- | 


Let them recollect the | 
| opinion 
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ithion which our allies entertained of the enemy. Let them 


ty read the King of Pruſſia's declaration, and the papers latel 1 
of publiſhed by the Emperor. He had peruſed a paper, in which J 
eir is Imperial Majeſty beſtowed great encomiums on the con- 4 
in duct of the five columns of the allies employed in the action 
a r che: 17th, in which he ſaid that there never was an attack 4 
d, ore admirably concerted, or more bravely conducted. When, f 
wg therefore, he found that that attack failed, was he to impute 3 
ai that feülure to any error in the plan, or in the execution? 9 
ai The E mperor's paper forbade him to entertain ſuch ſentiments. 7 
W Was hee then to impute the ill ſucceſs to the elements? No; 1 
. be was to impute it to the hedges and ditches of Flanders. f 
6 That he wyever was not a circumitance unforeſeen by the Em- 
85 peror. It was not more unforeſeen by his Imperial Majeſty, 
it than the | expences of the war were by the King of Prufha. 
9 The lattei would have proceeded in the war, if war had not 
4 deen atten ded with expence. The five columns of the former 
N would have: been ſucceſsful in Flanders, had not there been 
” an interſect ed country. Since the 17th, a great victory had 


9 1 been gained, in which, from peculiar circumſtances“, he muſt 
* be ſuppoſed to rejoice; but in what had it been ſucceſsful ? 
The only effe ct of that victory was, not to diſlodge the French 
from their poſition in Flanders, but to avert a great danger 
he E : | 8 
from the allied army. What he had hitherto obſerved, related 


2 ou to the army of the North. If, however, we looked to 

11. | the other armies of France, the view would be equally gloomy 

1 and unfortunate, Under all theſe circumſtances, he con- 

| WHY tended, that there was not more reaſon to be ſanguine about 

of the final iſhue of the war, and the deſtruction of the Jacobin 

- government in France, by external force, that there was at 

6 the commen cement of the war. It appeared therefore to him, 

that the preſent was the proper period to recur to that principle 

wh of policy, which was adopted at the commencement of the 1 
| conteit. / ; Þ 

- He had hitherto confined himſelf to Europe; and it was | 

» Wt his intention to make many obſervations with reſpect to 

5 America. We had heard a paper, which might poſſibly be a 
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+» WT forgery; but the facility with which it had obtained general 
„belief, was no Night circumitance, Our fituation with Ame- 


1 rica was critical: They had iſſued an order which we wiſely 
e fccalled; but we had other diſputes, which were not yet ſet- 
o WT ted. That country, governed by a man, the wilt 2nd beſt of 
6, the age in which he lived, would end-avons 2% mich as poſe - 
1; ible to avoid a rupture with Great Britain, > endeavours, 
\. Wh fovever, might fail from the heat of Ameorico, 1nd the intem 
ne * The gallant conduct and ſucceſs of his brother in the 23m, which Was 
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perance of Great Britain. Of the means of. offence, Americy 
it was true, was not poſſeſſed on any large ſcale, but ſhe coull 
find abundant means to haraſs and annoy us; and againſt h 

we could not ſtrike a blow that would not.be as ſeverely [7 
in London as in America. If we commenced another cruſade 
againſt her, we might deſtroy her trade, and check the pro- 
greſs of her agriculture, but we muſt alfo equally injure/ our. 
ſelves. Deſperate, therefore, indeed, muſt be that war in 
which each wound inflicted on our enemy muſt at the ſame 
time inflict a wound upon ourſelves. He truſted that ſuch an 


event as a war with America would not happen; but whether | 


it did or not. he contended that each day afforded ad 
reaſons for negociating a peace with France. 

Mr. Fox concluded by moving the firſt of fourteen 
tions; which were exactly the ſame in ſubſtance 
moved by his Grace the Duke of Bedford in the 


Lords. | 


Mr. Fenkinſon faid, that it was not his intention fo occupy, | 
for any conſiderable length, the time of the Houſe z/ he ſhould | 


confine himſelf to anſwer thoſe parts of the Right/Hon. Gen- 
tleman's ſpeech which ſeemed moſt connected with the ſubject 
of the debate, and not follow him through all the miſcellaneous 
topics he had been pleaſed to advance. The great object of 
his exertions appeared to him to be to prove, that miniſters 
had changed the object of the war, and that, inftead of a war 
undertaken profefſedly for the protection of our allies, and on 
principles of ſelf-defence, it had been changed into an avowed 
intention of interfering in the internal conſtitution of France. 
In oppoſition to that ſtatement, he ſhould beg leave to remind 
the Houſe, that the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt was not 
the ſole cauſe for which we had been obliged to engage in hoi- 
tilities againſt France. He ſhould beg leave to. ſtate once 
more to the Houſe, what were the real grounds of the preſent 
war: The firſt certainly was the protection of our allies from 
invaſion and inſult ; the ſecond cauſe was thoſe views of ag- 
grandizement which the ruling powers of France avowed, and 
their profeſſed determination to propagate their new-fangled 
and deſtructive doctrines, through this and every country in 
Europe, by the ſword ; and the third cauſe of hoſtilities was 
the inſult peculiarly offered to this country by the Frencn 
Convention. Theſe various reaſons, avowed and acted upon 
at the commencemen:, proved inconteſtibly, that the war, in 
its origin, neither was, nor could be ſuppoſed to be purely de- 
fenſive. In order to enable the Houſe to form a correct deci- 
fion upon the preſent queſtion, let him remind Gentlemen 0! 
the preciſe declaration made by his Majeſty's miuiſters upon 4 


former occaſion, when the war had been, as it was that __ 
| Fe the 
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ricy the ſubject of ' diſcuſſion ; in which declaration they openly 
-ould ayowed, and in that avowal met the approbation of thoſe Gen- 
h tlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, that their object was in- 
felt demnity for the paſt, and ſecurity for the time to come. With 
made that acknowledged object in view, he was free to admit, with- 
Pro- out entering into any diſcuſſion upon the ſubject, that if in- 
vers demnity, and future ſecurity, -were attainable, the war ought 
I A [to be brought to the moſt ſpeedy concluſion; but their ob- 
ame 


jets, however defirable, were, in his opinion, under the pre- 
ſent circumſtances, impoſſible to be obtained; and upon this 
point he was ready to meet, and riſque the iſſue of, the pre- 


{ent queſtion, 1 | 
| In the courſe of a former debate he had aſſerted, and he re- 


olu- peated the aſſertion, that, contrary to all former wars in which | 
10ſe that country had been engaged, there was no ſecurity which 
| of we could obtain, that, from any probable appearance of its 


continuance, could induce us to- put an end to the preſent 


P)s war. The peace of Ryſwick, at the time when Louis XIV. 
uld entertained wild and ambitious views of aggrandizement, de- 
eu ſtructive of the balance of power, and dangerous to the gene- 


ral independence of Europe, might be conſidered a wiſe 
meaſure as a temporary expedient, becauſe ſome rational hope 
could be entertained of its- duration for at leaſt ſome time; 


ak and if it laſted but two, three, or four years, yet it was as de- 
285 ſrable for the one ſide as the other, becauſe it enabled each 
85 party to recruit its exhauſted ſtrength, and meet its anta- 
ed goniſt upon more fair and equal terms; and therefore there 
5 exiſted ſome probability of its continuance : Whereas, in the 
nc preſent inſtance, there exiſted no proſpect of ſecurity, nor rea- 
of ſonable ground to hope for the continuance of peace even for 
f- one ſingle hour: The very principles upon which the ruling 
ce powers of France acted and ſupported themſelves, denied a 
vie man even the poſſibility of entertaining ſuch an idea. To 
js prove the truth of that aſſertion, it was only neceſſary to recol- 
„ bea the ſtriking features which marked every change of power 
d in France, and we ſhould find that moderation, the friend of 
4 peace, had been the deſtruction of the power of the various 
— arties which had in their turns ruled that country, What 
6; Fad overthrown the adminiſtration of Neckar? Moderation. 


" WT hat had deſtroyed the Conſtitutionaliſts, the Girondiſts the 
Wo Þriſotines, and all the parties which had ſucceſſively riſen 


7 and ſunk in that agitated hemiſphere ? Moderation | And 
$ what confirmed the power in the wers of the preſent ruling 
p men in France ? The total want of moderation! Should they 
: ever attempt to depart from their uſual ſyſtem of violence, by 


turning their thoughts to ſo humane and 10 temperate a con- 
Vor, W.,. H h ſideration 
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ſideration as peace their downfall would be the ineritable 
. conſequence, in order to make room for tho'e who, to preye 


themſelves worthy of their new ſituation, would inſtantly yig. 
late the faith pledged by their predeceſſors. Hence it wi 
evident, that, unlike all former ſituations, there was no ſecy. 
rity to be l»oked for in peace, ſo long as the preſent ſyſſem 
continued in France: Its deſtructjon was therefore an indiſ. 


penſable preliminary to the attainment of ſo deſirable an 


object. 


It had been afked, what probability there was of attaining 
that object by a continuance of hoſtilities ? He was ready to 


admit that the reduction of a few towns, or the gaining a ſey 
battles, was of little or no avail towards the termination of 
the preſent war ; nor had he any heſitation in ſaying, that the 
object, however deſirable, was attainable only by the deſtruc- 


tion of that ſyſtem of Jacobinifm which ruled Paris, and 


through it the whole kingdom 'of France : He would at the 
ſame time ſay, however dithcult or diſtant the completion of 


ſuch a ſcheme might appear, it was, in his judgment, by no 


He had, Mr. Jenkinſon 


means impoſſible or impracticable. 
ſaid, on a former night, {tated his ſentiments upon that ſub- 


ject, which were, that, in order to effect that very deſirable ob- 
ject, it was abſolutely neceſſary that a ſtrong frontier ſhould be ] 


ſecured, whence the united forces could preſs forward to the 


attainment of their object. And he was the more convinced | 


of the propriety and juſtneſs of theſe ſentiments, and of the 


policy of that ſyſtem of proceeding, by the conſideration, that 
ſhould we even fail in the deſign of taking Paris, we ſhould, at 
all events, ſecure a barrier, which would afford protection and 
ſecurity to our allies, and which, through them, mult ulti« 


mately afford protection and ſecurity to ourſelves. . 


Much had been ſaid of the prevalence of the opinions pro- 
It was true that rheſe opinions were } 
dangerous in proportion to the power, the wealth, and popu- | 
lation of France. to the other nations of Europe; but they 
were {till more dangerous from their nature: The principles 
of Jacobiniſm were principles which went to ſet the poor 
againſt the rich, to encourage thoſe who had nothing to loſe 
againſt the beſt ſupporters of order and good government, and 
which, by cutting aſunder every bond of human ſociety, tended 


pagated by the French. 


to throw every thing into chaos and confuſion. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman had attacked the treaty entered 
into with his Sardinian Majeſty, and argued its inutility from 
the ſucceſſes of the French in that quarter. That the French 
had gained ſome advantages on that ſide was not to be denied; 


but, nevertheleſs, the good effects of the treaty were 1 I 
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{om che diverſions it had cauſed, and the number of troops 
the French had found it neceflary to ſend into that quarter, 
which might otherwiſe have been ſo uſefully and dangerouſly 
employed againſt the allies on the northern frontiers. The 
{ublidy paid to the King of Pruſſia had alſo been a ſubject of | 
ſevere reprebenſion: For his part, he could ſce nothing in that 
nauſaction that could either excite ſurpriſe from being unex- 
-Qed, or reprehenſion from being unneceflary. It ſhould be 
conſidered, that the Pruſhan monarchy was not to be ranked 
anongſt the firſt-rate empires of Europe; it was a power 
merely artificial, and owed its exiſtence to its treaſures ; if 
theſe failed, it muſt inevitably fink into a ſecondary character. 
Conſidering, therefore, that thar monarch had carried on two 
campaigns at an immenſe diſtance from his own territories, 
where he could have no poſſibility of , indemnity from the ex- 
tenſion of territory, it was neither ſurpriſing, nor unreaſonable, 


for him to demand that aſſiſtance which he muſt fo much ſtand 


in need of for the proſecution of the war; and he thought that 
the wiſdom and policy of granting him that afliſtance had been 
aready fully demonſtrated, and the Houſe and the Country 
ſeemed to concur in opinion reſpecting it The events of the 
campaign had alſo been forcibly urged as forming a ſtrong 
ground in favour of the preſent motion; for his part, in the 
events of the preſent campaign, he law nothing which was not 
in the higheſt degree encouraging, and which did not give 
every reaſonable proſpeCt of ſucceſs. The campaign had not 
been fairly commeniced above five or fix weeks; in that ſhort 
period we had taken Landrecy, a town of conſiderable im- 
portance, and formerly conſidered the key of the entrance into 
France; and though we had loſt one or two trifling poſts 
(Menin and Courtray), yet, when we contemplated the deter- 
mined valour, ſpirit, and enterpriſe, which diſtinguiſhed the 
whole of the allied armies, there was every reaſon to look for- 
ward with confidence to ſucceſs and to victory, 

The Right Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Jenkinſon obſerved, had 
propoſed a great number of Reſolutions, which contained an 
abſtract of all the various proceedings and declarations during 
the war, from which he had deduced two practical Reſolutions 
upon the ſirſt of which it was his intention to move the previ- 
ous queſtion 5 and as to the latter of them, it had no ground 


whatever to ſupport it; ſor it wiſhed to bind us down to a 


ſpecific declaration of the form of government we intended to 
titabliſh in France. It Was impoſſible, in the nature of things, 
to bind men down in precife terms to objects of purſuit, be- 
cauie they might change from a variety of cauſes; and what 
might, or might not, be defira5!. ons day, might be the reverſe 
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the next. With regard to the right of interference in the in* 


_ ternal concerns of any government, he had uniformly main” 


tained, that one country, at peace with another, had no right 


whatever to interfere in its internal concerns; but he had a; | 
uniformly maintained the right of internal interference in | 


ſtate of war; becauſe he conceived it juſtifiable to adopt all 
ſuch meaſures as might, by diſtreſſing our enemies, incline 


them to peace. It had been urged, whether, at the time we | 


were fo eager to pull down the preſent government of France, 


we were prepared to erect another in its place: He certainly } 


was not ready to ſay what preciſe form ſhould be ſubſtituted, 


| becauſe that muſt depend entirely upon future circumſtances, } 
after having, at all events, overturned the preſent power of 


the Jacobins, the exiſtence of which was totally incompatible 


with the exiſtence of every regular government and authority | 
For theſe ſeveral reaſons he ſhould move the 
 previcus queſtion upon the Reſolution moved. The queſtion 


in Europe. 


was at this time called for, and about to be put, when 
Mr. Sheridan roſe, and aſſured the Houſe he would not de- 


tain them long. He ſaid he perceived, from the conduct of 


miniſters this evening, that, with theni at leaſt, © Mum wat 


the Order of the Day.” The Hon. Gentleman who had juſt fat | 


down, had ſpoken certainly in the tone of the Right Hon. mi- 


nifter near him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer), if not with |} 
his ability, He had a right, however, to conclude, from the | 
ſilence obſerved by miniſters, that the ſentiments uttered by 
the Hon. Gentleman, allowing for his warmth and confidence 
of aſſertion, were in a great degree their own. The Hon. Y 
Gentleman had on the preſent, as on mdſt occaſions, expreſſed | 


himſelf with a degree of confidence, which impreſſed his 


mind, as it ever had done, with an idea, that though the Hon. | 


Gentleman was not in the cabinet, yet he certainly appeared 


to be ſo much in the ſecrets of miniſtry, that he might be pro- 
perly ſuppoſed to deliver their ſentiments. No other ſuppoſi- 
tion, indeed, could warrant the manner in which that Hon. } 
Gentleman delivered his opinion, unleſs we were to ſuppole } 
that he had an hereditary knowledge of politics, and that a 


deep infight into the ſecrets of cabinets ran in his blood. 
On the 3 occaſion, he could not but think that he h:d 
paſſed the 


Hon. Gentlemen who were his ſupporters, and fat on each 


ſide of him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Secre- | 
tary Dundas); for he could not conceive, however their 
ſilence might juſtify the ſuppoſition, that they were prepared | 
to accompany the Hon, Gentleman in all the lengths he bad | 
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gone that night. Not to follow him through the greater part 
of his arguments, few of which were of much weight, or had 
the ſmalleſt tendency to refute thoſe of his Right Hon. Friend 
(Mr. Fox); he ſhould confine himſelf to take ſome notice of 
one or two Poſitions, which ſeemed to him to meet the queſ- 
tion on a fair and manly ground. The Hon. Gentleman had 
openly and candidly ſtated, that the object of the war was the 
deſtruction of the Jacobin government of France, in order to 
effect which, our views mult neceſſarily be turned to the de- 
| traction of Paris, the only probable means of effecting the 
end in view. Did the Hon. Gentleman, or the Houſe, ſeri- 
ouſly ſuppoſe, that that object was ſo attainable as he aſſerted 
He had relied much on the ſucceſſes of the campaign, a cam» 
paign which had been commenced only a few weeks. Hey 
however, was much afraid, that the calamities of the campaign 
had been much greater than the ſucceſſes, and that we had 
gained little elſe than honour; and certainly. honour of no 
inconſiderable degree had been acquired, eſpecially by the Bri- 
tiſh troops. But, on a fair review, and a balance ſtruck, he 
was grieved to find, that our other advantages had been few, 
if any. In the ſame Gazette in which we were informed that 
Prince Kaunitz had driven the French beyond the Sambre, we 
had received intelligence that the enemy had penetrated into 
Luxembourg, and had forced General Beaulieu to retreat. 
After the aCtion of the 22d, which had been repreſented with 
great triumph in our Gazette as a complete victory (he did not 
mean to impute any wilful miſrepreſentation to thoſe accounts, 
but he well knew that perſons who felt warmly intereſted in 
any cauſe, always put the beſt face on the poſition of affairs), 
the Emperor publiſhed a bulletin, a copy of which he held in 
his hand, which did not convey preciſely the ſame idea of a 
complete victory as we had been led to expect. The paper 
he had no doubt was genuine; and though a great deal had 
lately been ſaid about forgeries, he believed no imputation of 
that ſort could be fairly laid to that paper. It purported to be 
2 bulletin publiſhed at Tournay by the Emperor, and did 
great credit to the heart of that Prince, as a proof of his huma- 
nity and love of his ſubjects. After complimenteig the offi- 
cers and all his troops for their bravery in obtaining the vic- 
tory of the day, it ſtated, that, though Gooo of the enemy 
were ſlain, yet the loſs of the Auſtrians was upwards of 2000. 
I he Emperor profeſſed to be much grieved at the ſlaughter of 
his faithful ſubjeQs z and concluded with ſaying, that the day 
in which 2000 of his faithful ſubjects fell, could not be a day 
of triumph to a huraane Prince. When we read ſuch accounts, 
from ſuch a quarter, of a victory, what ought to be the gene- 
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ral impreſſion ? Surely that, in the opinion of that Prince, 
many, many battles muſt be fought, many, many victories 
eg before the object of the allies could be accompliſhed, 

hey were told, they were not to.give up the conteſt until we 
had completely overturned the preſent Government of France; 
then he would aſk, at what time it was calculated that we 
ſhould give it up? After having noticed, with lamentation, 
the irreſiſtible fury with which the enemy conſtantly attacked 
and ſupported affaults, he manifeſted an inclination to peace 
with ſuch an enemy. Much had been relied on as to the tak. 
ing of Landrecie ; it is true we had taken Landrecie, but it is 
true alſo that we had abandoned the defence of it, and had been 


upon a fair balance, that, initead of the campaign having 

roved ſucceſsful, as had been ſo confidently aſferted by the 
| "oh Gentleman, with re ſpect to the main object of the war 
the reverſe was the fact. Were we going to Paris? for to 
Paris we muſt, it ſeemed, go. We were 70 miles further from 


it, than at the commencement of the campaign; and for this 


we are to exbauſt the laſt guinea and the laſt man to be ſpared 
from England; for by the reaſoning made ule of that night, 
our exiſtence was at ſtake for the deſtruction of the-ſvſtem 
and the power of the Jacobins; and this, it was admitted, 
could not be accompliſhed without proceeding to Paris. Such 
was the language of a perſon, not indeed a cabinet miniſter, 
but one who aſſumed the tone of ſuch a character, and who 
was ſuppoſed to fpeak from equal authoriry.— This he recol- 
lected to have been exactly the language held out on the part of 
the Government of this country during the American war. We 
were then told that our exiſtence was at ſtake in the proſecution 
of that war; that negociation ſhould not be reſorted to, for that 
if we began to negociate, we ſhouid open a field for we knew 
not what ſort of claims, or how many of them : That if we ne- 
gociated with America, we mult ſoon admit of its independ- 
ence, and then would follow the independence, and, to this 
country, the total loſs of Ireland; and that after ſuch mea- 
ſures, the ſun of Great Britain would ſet for ever. This had 
afterwards happened, and we had the pleaſure to find that 


Great Britain had ſurvived it. Something of the ſame kind 


had been advanced of the power of Ruſſia, when the minitter 
had called on us to go to war with that country, on the queſ- 
tion of the taking of Oczakow; and yet after this our Go» 
vernment had been quiet ſpeCtators of that very power taking 
its ſhare of the diviſion of the kingdom of Poland. This he 
mentioned to ſhew how much ſincerity there was in all theſe 
general expreſſions about our very exiſtence being at ere 
| an 
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and to ſhew they were nothing but mere common-place ſtate . 
tricks, to cover the moſt wicked deſigns. He agreed with his 
Right Hon. Friend as to the conqueſts we had made, that they 
were highly honourable to the officers and men who were en- 
gaged in them; but he agreed alſo, that if they were to be con- 
fidered as means for deſtroying the power of the Jacobins in 
Paris, they would be found to be inadequate to their propoſed 
end, and if they were ſent with that view they were all miſap- 
plied, for if our object was to 2 the power of the Jaco- 
bins at Paris, of what uſe were our efforts in the Weſt Indies? 
Of what uſe were the efforts of Lord Hood in the Mediterra- 
nean, who now ſeemed to be beating his head againſt the 
walls of Baſtia ? He maintained, therefore, that the whole of 
our force, if our object was to deſtroy the power of the Jaco- 
bins, was miſemployed ; for by this we held out to. our allies 
a ſpirit of commercial advantage, while we pretended to fight 
difintereſtedly in the good cauſe of order, morality, and reli- 
gion; that in ſhort this was, as almoſt all the wars of Princes 
againſt the People had always been, a war of ambition againſt 
juſtice, to trample on the rights of the multitude for the ag- 
grandizement of a baſe and fordid few : A war in which fine 
and ſplendid pretexts were made uſe of to conceal intentions 
the moſt mean and ſelfiſh, . : 
For a moment let Gentlemen advert to our allies. Pruſſia, 
as the Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, was an artificial power, 
depending on its treaſures, which had turned out, however, 
to be gone, Berlin being alledged to be in a ſtate of avowed 
bankruptcy; and, unfortunately for this country, the reliance 
of that artificial power was found to be on the. treaſury of 
Great Britain. It might be material to inquire, fince ſo much 
ſtreſs had been laid on the vigour with which the troops of 
Pruſſia would co-operate, and the punctuality with which the 
King would act towards us, where thoſe troops actually were, 
and when they would commence their co-operation ? There 
was no doubt the Britiſh money had punctually arrived at 
Berlin; but though that was the caſe, and the troops of 
Pruſſia were to have made a junction with the Britiſh on 
1 24th of May, we had as yet received no intelligence of 
them. . 8 ; PE, 1 
With regard to the Emperor, he bad much reaſon to fear 
that he alſo would become another artificial power, whoſe de- 
pendence would be on the Britiſh treaſury. Already we had 
ſeen the Emperor obliged to have recourſe to a lcan to be ne- 
gociated in this country z and no one would ſay, that this was 
merely a temporary meaſure, or that a continuance of the war 
mult not render his diſtreſs {till greater. On the Og of : 
N | mat 
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4 that loan, there was one circumſtance ſo ſingular, that he felt ally be ſux 
1 compelled to mention it. He held in his hand a paper which ſucceſſes in 
4 contained a letter from Mr. Boyd, the Banker, who was globe, mig! 
if concerned in the tranſaction, requeſting the Chancellor of the bon th 
'Y Exchequer to confirm, in writing, an aſſertion he had made the ande 
1 in a confultation with Mr, Boyd and the German miniſter, There w. 
i reſpecting the loan. Here he could not but remark, that though in by his R 
1 that Right Hon. Gentleman, of all men who ever breathed, or he thought « 
1 ever ſpoke in a public aſſembly, had the fineſt choice of words, need v 
1 and the moſt beautiful arrangement of them, yet, in all his it home. 1 
y dealings with commercial men, he was ſo unfortunate as | irery dang 
never to make himſelf underſtood. That was the caſe in the ders, to jr 

preſent inſtance. Mr. Boyd, who, he had no doubt, was |} AIR 

very accurate man, requeſted Mr, Pitt to ſtate, in writing, WM Adminiſt 

what he had already ſaid in the conference, that. “ the loan nicely exam 

was perfectly legal, and Government wiſhed it all poſſible ſuc- For that pi 

ceſs.” That was what had been underſtood by Mr, Boyd and ſracies, or 

the German miniſter, when the former Gentleman applied to tered conce 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer for information, as he did not Abroad. He 


with to do any thing illegal, or contrary to the wiſhes of GO. 


. 3 df the Secre 
vernment. At the diſtance of a fortnight, during which time | | 


1 credit ti 


: 1 — 2 . 
rr / c fy NS 
. 


no doubt advice had been ſent to the Imperial court of the lr avou 
miniſter's hearty concurrence, the Chancellor of the Exche- tas fed 
quer returned for anſwer, ** That, as far as he could recol- tp his unde! 
left, there was no ſtatute againſt a loan to a power at amity & to-receive 
with this country, and that Government did not wiſh to ob- ¶ nd thoſe co 
ſtruct ſuch a meaſure.? That certainty, then, of the perfect ay thing 111 


legality of the meaſure, turned out to be nothing more than a 
mere floating idea in his mind, that he recollected nothing to ent forwar 
the contrary, and, inſtead of wiſhing it hearty ſucceſs, it was | mer, he ſho 
only not wiſhing to obſtruct it. Might not the Imperial mi- puniſhment, 


expect anotl 


r 


niſter with juſtice complain of deception on the part of the Nahanced- 
miniſter ? The miniſter, perhaps it would be thought, ought We: 
to have wiſhed to obſtruct it, as thoſe perſons who made the He ſaid. h 
loan with him, for the public ſervice, did underſtand that no contrary bo 
other loan was to be negociated, and were in conſequence of papers, of tl 
that ſtep much diſſatisfied. „„ hand, tendli 
Mr. Sheridan ridiculed, in the moſt pointed terms, our inte men nc 
treaty with the Empreſs of Ruſſia; not to lay down our arms de metropol 
againſt France but by mutual conſent. It would be difficult to te had little 
fay the Empreſs of Ruſſia had laid down her arms apainſt the niniſterg. at 
French, for it would be difficult to prove that ſhe had ever es queſt 
taken them up for that purpoſe; her motives were quite of 2 nen a fair K 
different nature. What was the ſober reſiection from all this! boious. It 
Why, that all the powers in this cruſade were either unable or mob ſo far a 


un willing to proceed in it, and that the whole of it mult event fortunate 
; 5 wally F Vol. IV, 


„ 


a weNU 
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ſucceſſes in the Eaſt, | the Weſt Indies, and all the parts of the 
globe, might be, as had been pointedly expreſſed on another 
becallon, that we ſhould at laſt be in the full poſſeſſion of all 
the lands in the world, except Great Britain. 


te thought deſerving the attention of the Houſe, as intimately 
tonnected with the ſubject; that was, the ſtare of the country 
it home. He could not but conſider the war as giving riſe to 


irders, to irritate their paſſions againſt the ſuppoſed enemies 


o Adminiſtration, and to keep the eyes of the Public from too 
nicely examining ſome of the late dangerous proceedings. 


For that purpoſe, fabulous plots, and reports of forged con- 


(ered conceptions of his Majeſty's miniſters, had been ſpread 
abroad. He, perhaps, might be told, that, from the Report 


we credit to the exiſtence of ſuch conſpiracies. He, for one, 
Yank ayowed, that he could form no ſuch concluſion from the 
hats fated in that Report; and he did not chute ſo far to give 
Ip his underſtanding to any individuals, however reſpectable, 
3 to receive the concluſions of men whom he thought deluded, 
nd thoſe concluſions which appeared to him not founded on 
ay thing like proof. It might be ſaid, that the Houſe was to 
ape another Report; if that Report brought matter ſuffi- 
tient forward to prove any traiterous deſigns in any men what- 
ter, he ſhould be among the firſt to vote for their exemplary 
puniſhment, and to retract and apologize for any thing he had 
* That, however, he did not believe would be the 
taſe, 

He ſaid, he could not help mentioning, what appeared to him 
contrary to the firſt principles of juſtice and honour. Many 
papers, of the moſt inflammatory fort, had been put into his 
land, tending to irritate the public mind againſt the unfortu- 


he bad little doubt but he could trace, if not directly to the 
miniſters, at leaſt to their agents, and perſons in their pay. 


| One queſtion he would aſk, did miniſters mean to give theſe 


nen a fair trial? He confeſſed, it appeared to him very ſuſ- 
pcious, It looked very much like an attempt to irritate the 
mob ſo far as to render it dangerous to a jury to acquit theſe 
ufortunate perſons, At any rate, it was an unmanly, an un- 

Vol. IV. e a 1 1 . | fair, 


ully be ſupported by Engliſh treaſ ure; and the reſult of our 


There was one conſideration which had not been touched 
in by his Right Hen. Friend who opened the queſtion, which 


2 


irery dangerous ſyſtem of exciting alarm among the lower 


ol their country, in order to throw more power into the hands 


piracies, originating ſolely in the foul imagination and diſor- 


if the Secret Committee, the Houſe had ſufficient ground to 


late men now in cuſtody, which had been circulated through + 
tie metropolis, and over great part of the country. Theſe 
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fair, and an unjuſt proceeding, thus to excite prejudices againſt 


| pres whole innocence or guilt was not yet determincd, | 


Je muſt advert allo to the unfair methods which had got 

abroad into the world, of calumniating him, and thoſ 
who with him had oppoſed the conduct of Adminiſtra— 
tion. That he ſhould not much rely upon, but would put 


3235 for the Houſe to judge, that they might determine whe. | 


1er or not they thought it decent to have one of their Members 
characters handled ſeverely, contrary to what, he muſt ſay, was 
juſt, Suppoſe a great magiſtrate of the city, robed in the enſigns 
of his office, not lightly over a glaſs of wine, orafter a good din- 
ner, but ſolemnly and gravely in the court with his 236, 


hundred and twenty guineas to fix —would they think that a 


light or trivial matter? and would not Gentlemen ſuppoſe that 


ſuch a magiſtrate, from his known connexion with Adminiſ- 


tration, had ſome authority for ſaying ſo beyond his own ideas} 
as a private man ? It would not be orderly to name the Hon, | 
as in the Houſe, he probably might] 


Magiſtrate, but if h 

be known by a gold chain which he wore. [ere 8 cry of 
Name]] No, there was another reaſon. ” It was, as a poet 
ſomewhere ſais, 5 


« A name that ſounds uncouth to Britiſh ears.“ 


Notwithſtanding every ſuch calumny, in defiance of any] 


threats, and in deſpite of popular obloquy, he ſhould {till con- 
tinue to do what he thought his duty, and would challenge} 
any one to point out any thing in his conduct which cl 
juſtly ſubject him to ſuch an imputation. He concluded with} 
giving his hearty approbation of the original motion, as, in his} 


conception, it tended to promote the true and permanent hap- 
pineſs of the people of Great Britain. | 


The Lord Mayor of London ſaid, he conceived it ſtrange that] 


this matter ſhould be brought before the Houſe, as he had fe- 
| ceived intimation from Mr. Sheridan's ſolicitors (Meſſ. Wallis 
and Troward), that they had orders to commence an action 
againſt him for defamation. One thing only he ſhould ſans 
that the Hon. Gentleman had been miſinformed; what he had} 
ſaid was in a good-humoured way, as a mere laugh of the 
moment, and to a friend of Mr. Sheridan. No man was leis 
given to ſlander than himſelf; and he folemnly declared that 
no man deteſted it more. His Lordſhip diſclaimed all £n0%4 
ledge of any calumniatory papers po individuals; ou dee 

| » --.- >  elazedg 


r alder. 
en, ſhould declare that a Member of Parliament, by name Mr. 
heridan, would be fent to the Tower within two months, 
provided the Habeas Corpus Act were ſuſpended, and ſhould 
back his aſſertion with a bet, and ſo conſiderable a bet as one 
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cared, that had the Hon. Gentleman applied to him, he 


would, he*truſted, have given him fuch ſatisfactory informas 
tion as would have rendered any complaint on the ſubjeCt to- 
tally unneceſſary. ; | | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, upon the preſent oeca- 


fon it was no part of his intention to occupy much of the time 


of the Houſe, which it muſt be deemed unneceffary for him 
to do, when it was conſidered that they were now arguing a 


ſubject which had given riſe to ſuch repeated diſcuſſion, and 


on which ſo many deciſions had already taken place. 'The 
reaſonings by which the affirmative of the preſent motion was 
ſupported, mult be neceſſarily old in their nature, though, 
from the manner in whiely ſome of them had that evening 
been enforced, they were certainly entitled to the praiſe of 
norelty in their application. He had heard, from the higheſt 
authority in that Houſe, that a ſpeech was not out of order 
becauſe 1t was a bad one; it was undoubtedly right, therefore, 
in the Speaker to abſtain from calling Gentlemen on the other 


fide to order; although, in point of fact, the argument of 


moſt of them, and particularly the laſt, might appear to have 
but little connexion with the ſubject of the war, of which 
the motion profeſſed to treat, yet it might, in the mind of 
the Gentleman who delivered it, appear to bear ſome relation 
to the motion, On that account alone the Hon. Gentleman 
was ſecure from interruption ; though it required all his inge- 
nuity, and all his facility in combining ideas, to demonſtrate, 


| that there was any connexion between the plots and conſpira- 


cies whoſe exiſtence he had been pleaſed to ridicule, and the 
queſtion with regard to the continuance or relinquiſhment of 
the preſent war; in order to force that connexion, the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had been compelled to proceed 
upon an aſſumption, not only without the ſhadow of proof or 
probability, but without regarding the obligations of propriety, 
or even the appearance of decency. He had been pleaſed to 
attribute the conſpiracies which had been lately diſcovered, to 


the foul imaginations of his Majeſty's miniſters, anxious of 


. prolonging the deluſion of the country; language, which, 


conſidering the quarter from which it came, thoſe miniſters 
individually might not much regard; but was moſt indecorous 
and diſorderly, when applied to the Report of the Secret 
Committee, on whoſe Report the Legiſlature had already 
paſſed one ſolemn act, and from which another Report of 
equal importance was ſoon expected; and eſpecially when the 
character of the Gentlemen who compoſed that Committee 
Was compared with that of the perſon who made ſuch reflec- 


tions. | | 
11 2 | Ar. 
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Mr. Courtenay called to order, and faid, that, without mak- 


ing any remark on the Right Hon, Gentleman's expreſſions, } 
he. wouid only appeal to the Chair whether they were not diſ. 


orderly. OLE 2 
The Speaker obſerved, that, as it was a general rule of the 


Houle, that all perſonal refle&tions were diſorderly, the Hon. 
Member was right in his correction; though, at the ſame time, 
he conceived that an apology was due from him to rhe Houſe, | 
for. not having interrupted the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheri. | 
dan) who was alſo guilty of a breach of order in the expreſ. 


Hons he had n. ade uſe of. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded, and declared, he 
owed every degree of deference to the Chair; and was 
perfectly diſpoſed to make every apology to the Speaker, and 
to the Houle as a body, for any irregularity into which he 
might have been led. He muſt, however, beg leave to ſay, | 
thar the language of the Hon. Gentleman, whoſe obſervations} 
he was called upon to anſwer, was not within the rules of] 
Parliamentary debate, or Parliamentary decency, When ins | 
terrupted, he was about to ſhew, that the language of the 
Hon. Gentleman was irregular, inaſmuch as it reflected on 
the proceedings of a Committee, whoſe labours that Houſe } 
had made the foundation of a Bill, which had received the 
aſſent of all the branches of the Legiſlature. He had, there- | 
fore, argued upon his own afſumed account of this tranſac- 
tion, in oppoſition not only to the imagination of miniſters, ] 
but to the Report of the Committee, and to the. legiſlative | 
authority of the country. With regard to the papers alluded } 
to by the Hon. Gentleman, he muſt declare, that he knew 
nothing of ſuch papers; though he was now employed in the 
examination of many papers of a different complexion, from 
the ſpeedy inſpection of which the Houſe would have another 
opportunity of judging, whether his conjectures or thoſe of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, with regard to the ſtate of the 


country, were moſt entitled to attention, 


As to the extraneous ſubje& of the bet, alluded to by the | 
Hon. Gentleman, he thought the reaſon aſſigned by the wor- 
thy Magittrate ſuſficient for that Houſe to make no further in- | 


quiry into that ſubject, 


There was, indeed, another view of our internal ſituation, | 


which might be taken, and in which reſpe& he was certainly 
ſomewhat obliged to the Hon. Gentleman for introducing that 
topie of diſcuſſion; and if, in conſequence of examining the f 
ſubject further, it ſhould ar that there did exiſt a conſpi- 

at that conſpiracy had been fo- 


racy in Great Britain, and t 


mented and ſupported by the Jacobin party in France, did | 
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not follow that this was not a war in ſupport of any precarious 
or fluctuating ſyſtem of policy, or of any uncertain balance of 
power, for any commercial advantage, or any colonial or terri- 
torial aggrandizement, but for the future independence, pro- 
ſperity, and peace of Great Britain, and with her of the 
whole European continent,, which had been menaced by a 
tyrannical anarchy, without the deſtructien of which, civil 
ſociety could not exiſt in ſecurity? That opinion the Houſe, 
indeed, appeared to have 8 uniformly entertained; and it 
ſeemed ſomewhat ſingular they ſhould be called upon to 
ater their former ſentiments, at a period when every day was 

reſenting them with new proofs of the juſtice of their appre- 
Wee and the propriety of the preventive meaſures which 
had been adopted. After this preliminary remark, which of 
itſelf ſeemed almoſt to be concluſive on the point before the 
Houſe, it would not be requiſite for him to go at much length 
into the various Reſolutions which the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Fox) had ſubmitted to the Houſe, and which led to 
two concluſions of very oppoſite natures, and on the propri- 
ty of each of which reſpectively he would ſay a few words, 
though the whole motion ſeemed rather calculated to put upon 
the Journals an abſtract of the opinions entertained by Gen- 
temen oppoſite, than for any other purpoſe that he could diſ- 
cover. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſpecified three or 
four different periods of time in the progreſs of the French re- 
yolution ; and from the varying conduct of miniſters at thoſe 
periods, he was deſirous that the inference ſhould follow, that 
their real objects have been changed, and that the war had, 
by thoſe changes, from a defenſive war againſt particular acts of 


aggreſſion, been converted into a war for the purpoſe of ſub- 
rerting the exiſting government of the country we were en- 


paged with. But would it be contended, that we were in no 
cale, and under no circumſtances, to extend the bounds of 
our ſecurity beyond the preciſe grounds of aggreſſion which 


rſt occaſioned a rupture? and were we in no inſtance, but in 


thoſe in which we had been already aggrieved by the evils at- 
tendant upon the French revolution, to endeavour to prevent 
the further extenſion of principles which were ſought to be 
propagated by the ſword over every region of the globe? It 
was certainly ſomewhat ſingular, that the ſame Houſe which 
had thought it right to break off all communication of a regu- 
lar nature with the French republic, even in time of peace, 
on account of the enormities committed by its rulers, ſhould 
now be called upon to renew that communication, when the 
lame ſtate was at open and inveterate hoſtility with us, and 
their crimes were becoming daily more atrocious. 

| | Recur- 
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Recurring to the commencement of the war, the Rigi 
Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, that even at the time when 


18 
ue 


| Majeſty's forces were augmented, no intimation Whatever had The Rig 
been given, that there was a deſign of interfering in the inter ur views | 
nal government of France; but ſo far was that aſſertion fro bo that t 
being well founded, that the Houſe would find, on turning France: H 
back to his Majeſty's meſſage, ſubſequent to the event of thel vr Lord H 
ioth of Auguſt 1792, viz. on the 28th of January 1793, and Srament f 
the addrefles voted in anſwer thereto, on their Journals, that i kbar as he 
was particularly ſtated, and the peculiar danger to Europe wag] res only 
ſpecified to ariſe from inordinate ambition, coupled with prin was follow: 
ciples which tended, in their propagation, to ſubvert all eſtas lis Majeſt 
bliſhed government; and thus the general, as well as the par- A thoſe Fi 
ticular, with and thirſt of power, which, when acquired, wag monarchy ; 
to be employed for the moſt pernicious ends, was ſtated as the to that of 
danger againſt which we were to guard, Such had been the ee þ 


language held at that time, ahd immediately afterwards war as of inte 
was declared by France; and, in ſupport of the ſame princi- nd at this 
tes, ſhe continued to carry it on: Nay more, when the 
Right Hon. Gentleman brought forward a motion ſimilar tog ith our a 
the preſent, at the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſlon of Parliament, he ce ele. 
bad the honour of ſtating to the Houſe, and even of meeting i chat we 0, 
with his concurrence in that ſtatement, that ſuch a degree of plans, and 
interference, as was requiſite for our own ſafety, was all that ee tern. 
he withed for in regard to the interior condition of the miſera- on the oth 


lupplies ha 


ble country in queſtion. The motions of the Right Hon, ſelves in p. 
Gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, went to g resolution 
the length of diſclaiming, at all events, all interference in the ftion they 
internal government of a country with which we were at war; propoſed ; 
a length to which, he would venture to ſay, no country ever Emigrant 
went; tor interference in the internal government of a coun- I longer tak 
try might be one of the means of procuring peace; and the = they alway 
Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould be the laſt man in te that one f. 
world to diſpute this doctrine, for in the affairs of Holland = Houſe had 
ſome years ago, he had obſerved, that we thould uſe our en- iminiſtratic 
deavours for the eſtabliſhment of a form. of government in that 1 objects of 
country the moſt conducive ro Britiſh intereſts. This a port that x 
correct reaſoning in all caſes of war, but moſt of all in this bv afume 
war, unleſs we were determined now to make an exception to conquer F 
the general principle, in favour of the French and againſt e. dor their « 
ſelves, by deſiſting, for the firſt time, from a practice approve be ruin a 
by the authority of ſtateſmen, ſanctioned by the © rg 8 move the 
ages, and conformable to the common ſenſe of mankind. * MW by ſubmit 
far from the Houſe's adopting ſuch an opinion as that of tlie object w 
Right Hon. Gentleman upon this occaſion, if even a contrary aarcby at 


line of conduct was eſtabliſhed, he was well 1 


Warchy and deſpair, and to reſtore France to the rank ſhe once 


— 
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under ſuch circumſtances, it would be deemed more proper to 
break through it, than to deviate from that which we found to 
be to our . „ 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had next proceeded to notice 
dur vie ws by the declaration of Lord Hood at Toulon, and 
fom that to the declaration of his Majeſty to the People of 
france : Here the Right Hon. Gentleman was again miſtaken, 
for Lord Hood ple:lged his Majeſty's name to no form of go- 
rrament for France; he only offered protection to the French 
u far as he ſhould be able to extend it, they pledging them- 
elres only to a monarchical form of government; and that 
was followed in the month of October by a proclamation from 
his Majeſty, proffering the ſame protection and athſtance to 
al thoſe Frenchmen who ſhould declare in favour of hereditary 
monarchy ; and it really muſt require ingenuity ſuperior even 
to that of the Right Hon. Gentleman, to diſcover any diſ- 
cordance between thoſe two tranſactions. The laſt of theſe 
acts of interference had taken place in the month of October; 
and at this time, when the month of June is arrived, when 
ſupplies had been granted to his Majeſty, when engagements 
vith our allies. had been entered into,. and the operations of 
the war arranged, the Right Hon Gentleman thought it right 
that we ſhould relinquiſh” all our treaties, recede from all eur 
pans, and adopt an entire new ſyſtem, agreeable to either of 
the alternatives he has been pleaſed to point out. . Gentlemen 
on the other fide of the Houſe had, indeed, involved them- 
elves in perpetual inconſiſtencies, from the profeſſion of their 
reſolution to ſupport the war, when contraſted with the oppo- 
ltion they had given to almoſt every meaſure which had been 
propoſed in the courſe of it, till it laſt, on the paſſing of the 
Emigrant Corps Bill, they at once had avowed they would no 
longer take to themſelves the credit of aiding meaſures which 
they always impugned ; though it was ſomewhat extraordinary, 
that one ſingle act ſhould have given ſo much offence, when the 
Houſe had voted their approbation of the general conduct of Ad- 
miniſtration. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that the 
objects of the war were impracticable; and, in order to ſup- 
port that poſition, the Right Hon. Gentleman had been pleaſed 
to aſſume, that it was the intention of miniſters to attempt to 
conquer France; but they diſclaimed any ſuch defign : It was 
not their deſign to conquer, but to ſave her; to ſave her from 
the ruin and diſgrace in which ſhe had plunged herſelf; to re- 
move the ſhameful conqueſt they had made of themſelves, 
by ſubmitting to . be governed by a lawleſs banditti; our 
object was to reſtore to them liberty and order, inſtead of 


held 
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held in the number of civilized nations, and in the ſcale of 
human ſociety. The Right Hon. Gentleman had obſerved, 
that, notwithſtanding the efforts of two campaigns, the govern. 
ment of France was as ſtrong as ever; and that, whether ce. 
mented by terror, or any other means, ſtill, if it was of ſuffi. 
cient ſtability to withſtand our exertions for its ſubjugation, it 


would be our wiſeſt way to terminate the conteſt by negocia- 


tion. Inone point of view, it was expedient to conſider the 


principles on Which that government was founded, as from the 


conſideration of that, it would appear, whether it were not 
a conteſt againſt a tyranny which had abuſed the ſacred name 
of freedom, to anſwer the purpoſes of its ambitious abettors, 
and which, by the threats of deſtruction, kept an unhappy 
people in unwilling obedience. | | 


The Hon. Gentleman had deprecated the idea of deſtroying | 


before we had prepared auother edifice in lieu of that which 
we had pulled down; but that argument only poſſeſſed an 


appearance of validity, from being puſhed to the very extreme | 
of abſtract politics; for he would venture to aſſert, without 
the hazard of contradiction, that no ſcheme of government 
which could be ſubſtituted in lieu of the preſent one of France, 
could be ſo pernicious to Great Britain and to Europe in gene- 
ral: And, it was not by inſtituting a compariſon between 
various forms of civil policy, under all of which ſome regard } 
had always been paid to the natural dictates of juſtice and 
humanity, and an anarchy which perverted rulers who were 
appointed for the protection of the many into inſtruments for | 
the deſtruction of the whole, that the Hon. Gentleman can 
hope to ſucceed in convincing us of the propriety of attempt- | 


ing a pacification. It was ſaid, that it would be impolitic for 


us to proceed any further, even ſuppoſing we ſhould ſucceed |} 
in deſtroying the preſent form of government of France, unleſs | 


we made up our mind as to the form of government we ſhould 
wiſh to eſtabliſh. The rgverſe of this appeared to be 
true policy, for by declaring 757 any particular form, we ſhould 
weaken the general confederacy againſt the preſent ; to deſtroy 


which, at all events, was to be done, even ſuppoſing the ſub- 


ſequent form ſhould be left to the operation of chance, for any 
change muſt be for the better. The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man ſaid, we ſhould aim at peace by negociation, and at once 
diſclaim all ideas of intermeddling with the internal govern- 


ment of France. Was there any ſecurity that if we ſhould 
attempt to negociate, they would liſten to us in any propoſal 


of reaſonable terms ? Could we ſuppoſe that the very men 
who were {worn enemies to our conſtitution, who had already 


declared that they would make us depoſe the King before they 


wout 
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would grant us peace; that men who, by their preſent conſti- 
tution, were declared traitors to it, if they negociated with a 
Sovereign—could it be ſuppoſed, he ſaid, that men of this 
deſcription would ever agree to any terms that might ſuit the 
dignity of this country to propoſe ? And what was the reward 
of all his enormous ſacrifice of our dignity ?=the certainty of 
the loſs of our allies, and the weakening of our own efforts, 
pending the negociation. | | | 
The Weſt India iſlands were ſaid to be of no advantage to 
us, if we meant the deſtruCtion of the preſent French power. 
With regard to the importance of thoſe iſlands to this coun- 
try, as conſtituting a proper baſis of negociation, he could only 
ſay, rather let them be for ever loſt to this country, than that 
Jacobin principles ſhould remain unſubdued; as, on their ex- 
termination it muſt depend, not whether we ſhould poſſeſs the 
Weſt India iſlands, but the iſland of Great Britain itſelf ; 
though he muſt remark, that our having obtained poſſeſſion of 


them, would furniſh ample reſources to this nation in the hour 


ef exigency; and the diſtreſs which their loſs muſt have occa- 
ſoned in France, might have a conſiderable tendency in awa- 
kening the infatuated people to a ſenſe of the miſeries of their 
condition, and the wickedneſs of their rulers. 

Laſtly, as to the propriety of our ſpecifically declaring how 


far we intended to interfere in the government of that king- 


dom, and what particular claſs of its natives we meant to ſup- 
port, he could only ſay, that the extent of our interference 
muſt be limited by the events of the war; and that our eſpouſ- 
ing the cauſe of one particular claſs of Frenchmen, would only 
tend to prolong and embitter the diſſenſions which diſunited 
them; for theſe reaſons the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid 
he ſhould vote for the previous queſtion. | 


Mr. Sheridan ſpoke both to order and in explanation. He ſaid, 


no man could be more inclined to ſupport the deciſion of the 
Chair than he was, but he conceived that he had been miſun- 
derſtood. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had been con- 
nicted of being diſorderly by the immediate deciſion of the 
Chair; and in making what he called an apology, had at- 
tempted to intimate, that he excepted the perſon to whom it 
was at leaſt equally due in common with the reſt of the 
Houſe. The apology for being diſorderly, was itſelf a mani- 
felt breach of order. While the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
however, was apologizing for his paſt behaviour, Mr. Sheridan 
lowed him moſt readily to make the diſtinction, for he ſhould 
have received his apology with exactly the ſame ſenſations of 
contempt with which he had heard the provocation from him 
vithout it. He was as ready as any man to bow to the au- 
Vol. IV. K k | thority 
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thority of the Chair, but in his caſe the Speaker had not called 


him to order at that time. It was the right of every Member! 
. to ſtate his own conception of order, as well as the Speaker, 


He had ſaid, that the conſpiracy originated in the foul ima. 
gination of his Majeſty's miniſters, and he muſt perſiſt in (ay. 
ing that he felt no Wy Sas whatever to retraCt one ſyllable 
of that aſſertion 3 ſo far from it, he would repeat his words, 


and his conviction, that theſe plots and conſpiracies had ori 


ginated in the foul imagination of his Majeſty's miniſters; 


and he muſt infiſt, that ſpeaking of them as miniſters, and not 
as individuals, or Members of that Houſe, that language was 
regular and in order. Whether the ſounds were as muſical x 
the miniſters would be pleaſed with hearing, was another quel- 
tion: They certainly were ſtrictly Parliamentary; and if it 


was ever eſtabliſhed otherwiſe, there would be an end of all 


plainneſs of ſpeech and freedom of debate. The Right Hon. 


Gentleman had thought fit to ſay, that the Speaker would not 


interrupt a ſpeech becauſe it was bad or abſurd : There again 


the Speaker ſhould have called the Right Hon. Gentleman to 
order; for it was well known that the Speaker, in his official 
capacity, could not tell any Member of the Houſe that his 
ſpeech was not diſorderly, but bad and abſurd. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had hinted that a refleQion had been caſt on 
the Committee of Secrecy, and, with a cautious magnanimity, 


he contrived to place himſelf in the centre of theſe twenty 
Gentlemen, for the purpoſe of applying to them all what was 
intended to apply to himſelf. "That however was a groſs miſ- 
repreſentation, for he had made no reflection on the Commit-F 
tee: And he begged leave to afſure the Houſe, that no arro- 
| a mandate of that Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould deter him} 


rom delivering his ſentiments freely. He had ſaid that the 


Committee were miſled ; that he underſtood another Report] 


was to come forth ; and if that Report ſhould contain matter} 


to criminate individuals, he ſhould wiſh to ſee them puniſhed 


if guilty, and he ſhould then be ready to retract his opinion; 
but the Report, to produce that conviction, muſt be made of 
very different materials from the other. | 
With reſpect to the weight of character in that Houſe, and! 
an alluſion of the Right Hon. Gentleman, that nothing which] 
fell from certain perſons could give him pain, he could only] 
ſay, that when the miniſter, or any other man, ſhould tax him, 


in or out of that Houſe, with a fingle action which he feared 
to meet or vindicate, he would alla w him, without rebuke, to 


deal in ſuch inſinuaticns, which, by the way he had indilcri4} 
minately applied, a! one time, to all who oppoſed his views. 
He left the Houſe to judge of the manlineſs of a yr 1 

: - | 5 jeltered 
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\ber I geltered himſelf in the ſhade of his ſituation. He ſhould take 
ker, io further notice then of this part of the conduct of the mi- 
ma- Witter ; He dealt in inſinuations which, but for his ſituation, 


ſay. e durſt not make. On ſuch a conduct he ſhould offer no 
able comment, becauſe there were expreſſions of ſcorn and diſdain 
rs, Which he knew the orders of the Houſe would not permit him 
ori. so oſe. 1 | | 

Ts; The Speaker explained the point of order. 

not! Mr. Fox then proceeded to reply. He allowed to the Mem- 
was bers of the Committee of Secrecy all poſſible advantage of 
as (cents: With many of them he had long been intimate, and, 


until lately, had agreed in political opinion: But the differ- 
ences which had happened did not diminiſh his eſteem for 
many of them. Although he ſaid this much of theſe Gentle- 


on, ren, yet he muſt alſo ſay, that not one of them, not one in 
not chat Houſe, or out of it, that he knew, who, for talents and 
ain WY :bilities, for perſeverance, for political conſiſtency, ardour for 
to public principle and attachment to the public welfare, for 
ial erery quality that was honourable to himſelf and uſeful to the 
iis public, had any ſuperiority over his Hon. Friend (Mr. Sheri- 
ht dan), and therefore he hoped, that if Gentlemen were deter- 
on WF mined to be perſonal, they would underſtand the queſtion in 
, that reſpect. With regard to the queſtion before the Houſe, 


the miniſter had blended two things eſſentially diſtinct; the 
nedium by which we were to carry on the war, and the object 


br which it was carried on; and here he muſt ſay, that it 
t- vs not originally expreſſed to be the object of our Executive 
-Covernment; it had never been expreſſed to be the object of 
m that Houſe ; it never ought to be the object of the country, to 


carry on the war for the purpoſe of forming a government for 
France, Surely, if there was any diſtinction to be marked by 
words, means were one thing, the object another. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer inſiſted that he had confounded the 
idea of the alteration of the government of France with the 
conqueſt of France, and that, in reality, the majority of the 
= pcople of France were againſt the preſent Government: Mr. 
For ſaid, he would not inſult the good ſenſe of the Houſe by 
128 ſeeming to agree to that poſition. How ſtood the facts as op- 
boſed to the bare aſſertion of the miniſter ? Look at the expe 
"WJ dition of the Earl of Moira (a nobleman whom he mentioned 
but to honour), an expedition not planned in ſecret, and oyer- 
turned by ſtratagem, but an expedition publicly announced, 
"WF and for fix months endeavoured to be carried into execution, 
Wo ©) afording to this mighty majority of the French an oppor- 
unity of joining us, for the purpoſe of deſtroying a form of 
Government of which they were ſaid to be ſo tired. 
K k 2 8 "Ie 
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If he were, after this, to ſay that the great majority of the] 
people of France were deſirous of joining us to deſtroy their 
reſent Government, he ſhould afterwards be afhamed to ſhey! 
Fi. face any where in Europe. The French were not now de- 
firous of deſtroying their republic. Had they ever been ſo? 
What was the caſe at the deſertion of Dumourier ? He aban- 
doned the cauſe of the French republic. How many followed 
him? A few officers and domeſtics. We took Valenciennes! 
How many repaired to our ſtandard in conſequence ? We! 
took poſſeſſion of Toulon by the agreement of ſome of the in- 
| habitants. We erected there a ſtandard of royalty. How many! 
Frenchmen came to it ? A declaration was made in favour off 
royalty, and the French were called upon to ſhake off their! 
ſanguinary tyrants, and we would protect them. How many 
Frenchmen flocked to us for that protection? Were we not 
compelled to fly, and abandon the town and its inhabitants to 
the fury of their enemies? To all theie facts the miniſter was} 

. to oppoſe a ſpeculation of his own, to -prove that the majority} 
of the French were hoſtile to the pretent Government. No, 
no; whatever the French might think of their Government, 
they would never join the allies to alter it ; they had too clear} 
a ſpecimen of Pruſſian, and Ruſſian, and Auſtrian integrity, to 
remain doubtful of its nature; they ſaw by the partition of 
Poland, that when the allies profeſſed to protect, their object 
was to plunder. It was ſaid to be extraordinary, that Gentle- 
men ſhould- both oppoſe and ſupport the war. He was one of 
thoſe who did ſo; let the ridicule attach to him, if there could 
be any. He would do all in his power to perſuade the people 
of this country to demand peace; but if a headftrong, raſh, 
ignorant, or haughty miniſter ſhould plunge us into a war, 
then we muſt do the beſt in our power to get out of it; and, 
to keep up our reſpectability to the reſt of the world, ſupplies 
muſt be granted. He would not conſent to ruin his country, 
| becauſe a miniſter had been either weak or wicked enough to 
involve us in a great diſhculty. That was called ſupporting 3 
and oppoſing the war; nor was it new to him either in prac- 
tice or in accuſation : He did the ſame thing in the American 
war, after the French had joined in it. He could not conſent 
to receive laws from the French; and he believed they would 
be as unwilling to receive laws from us: That was a diſtinc- 
tion which every man could underſtand, who gave himſelf the 
trouble to comprehend what he heard. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid much on the impropriety of retracting an7 
of the ſentiments of the Houſe; had that Houſe forgotten 


what he ſaid about Oczakoff, how he inſiſted on arming againſt 


Ruſſia? And yet, when he found that perſiſting in his 15 f 
| 5 ; tion 
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fton would endanger his ſituation, it was found that no re- 
traction was too ſtrong for him, no apology too mean, nothing 
that he would not do to oblige the Empreſs of Ruſſia: She 
had but to propoſe her terms, and he was her humble ſervant : 
The pill ſhe offered to the miniſter was pretty bitter, and the 
manner it was adminiſtered pretty coarſe, but the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſwallowed it. Why? Becauſe he muſt either do 
ſo, or be in danger of loſing his place; for at that time the 
eyes of the people were opened to the madneſs of his ſcheme. 
As on that occaſion there was no ſubmiſſion too low, ſo on 
this there is no aſſumption too high for him. Let but the 
ſme reaſon occur, and, after all his arrogance, after all his 
laughtineſs and pride, he would moſt obſequiouſly aſk pardon. 
As to the general argument, that the Houſe had already di- 
nded on many points which were now brought forward, it 
was an anſwer that might be made to cover any error, how- 
ever enormous; it was an anſwer which he had continually 
received during the American war, and which he as continu- 
aly had deſpiſed : It was a mode of anſwering, however, 
which had coſt this country above one hundred millions of 
money, and many, many thouſands of men; it was by this ſort 
of obſtinacy in miniſters, and implicit confidence in the Houſe, 
that this country might be ruined. Thoſe topics were reſorted 
to, and that ſyſtem adopted, by many of the ſame men in this 
and in that war; and the concluſion of the preſent might, 
perhaps, be more calamitous to this country than the conclu- 
fon of that war had been. | | 
The miniſter had ſaid a great deal on what was due to our 
dignity, and that we could rot negociate with the preſent 
rulers of France without diſgracing ourſelves. Had ke for- 
rotten that he himſelf negociated with M. Chauvelin, the mi- 
niſter of theſe very Jacobins ? and that Lord Auckland nego- 
cated with Dumourier, the then agent of theſe very perſons ? 
The miniſter, on all occaſions, dwelt much upon danger at 
home. The Houſe he feared would be often called upon to 
attend to that ſubject. When the militia was called out con- 
trary to law, inſurrections were alledged as the pretext ; but 
tie miniſter was unable to produce a ſingle inſtance of any ſet 
of individuals having gone any length that was er to 
the conſtitution, It had happened, however, that, as far as 
the war had proceeded, Jacobins had increaſed in number in 
Germany and in Italy. War, therefore; had not hitherto 
tended to their extermination. He ſhould not then touch any 
further upon that ſubject, he had formed a very ſtrong opinion 
upon it, and he ſhould be ready to deliver it when proper oc- 
caſion offered. | ” 5 | 
| | He 


| works he would not ſay they were propagated by miniſters, } 
ut he knew it to be by men not unconnected with miniſters : | 
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He meant not, Mr. Fox continued, to have ſaid any thing 


upon the alarm that had gone forth in this country, nor on 


the means made uſe of to increaſe it; whenever the day 
came, he ſhould be ready alſo upon that point. He could not 
diſmiſs the ſubject for the preſent, however, without obſerving, 
that an alarm had been ſpread over this country, and a falſe 
one, for 1 e and thoſe the OR unfair ; the 
charge of conſpiracy had been moſt foully exhibited againſt 
innocent perſons. He knew how Mr. Walker was indicted 


for a conſpiracy : That 2 was infamouſly falſe; it | 


was ſupported by nothing but the moſt groſs and diſguſting 


_ perjury ; and the jury, againſt whom no complaint of attach- 
ment to Jacobiniſm was or could be exhibited, unanimouſly | 


gave a verdict of Not guilty. That proſecution was forwarded 
by whom? He had ſeen hand-bills upon that and ſimilar ſub- 


The ſame trouble had been taken, and by the fame men, in 
this, as in the running down of Paine's book: That he con- 
ſidered as a ſtrong circumſtance of ſuſpicion, as to who were 
the parties in theſe foul deeds, and what were the views to be 


_ anſwered by them. The miaiſter talked of ſuſpicious per- 


ſons: He begged leave to lay himſelf open to the ſuſpicion 


ariſing from what he had juſt ſaid. No man who thought of | 
him with common candour and fairneſs, would think that he 


had wiſhes hoſtile to the conſtitution of this country: Honeſt 
men would think well of him; from men of another deſcrip- 
tion, he knew he ſhould meet with miſrepreſentation and ſlan- 
der. It was a misfortune he muſt ſubmit to; he, therefore, in 
ſpite of popular clamour, would declare it to be his opinion, 
becauſe it was his opinion, that there was that day great cauſe 
for alarm in this country; but the danger was not to be appre- 
hended from low and inconſiderable perſons, who had read 
Paine's book, and who, perhaps, might not underſtand it, but 
from thoſe who made the weak, inſtruments in the hands of 
tie wicked, whoſe purpoſe was that of deſtroying the faireſt, 
the moſt beautiful, the moſt ornamental, and at the ſame time 
the ſoundeſt and beſt part of the conſtitution of England, and 
ſubſtituting the will of the executive authority, for which purpoſe 
it became neceſſary to ſuſpend the authority of our belt laws, 
which were framed for the ſafety of the ſubject. That there 
was in this country, at this day, a party who thought the pre- 
ſent a good opportunity to try to effect their purpoſe, and to 
defeat all the principles of Government that were popular at 
the acceſſion of the Houſe of Brunſwick, who wiſhed to eſta- 
bliſh in this country the deſpotiſm of ſome of the worſt go- 
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yernments of the continent, by which all the freedom of the 
conſtitution of this country, and the bleſſings we had enjoyed 
under it, were to be done away for ever: He knew there was 
ſuch a party in this country; they were active, and not with- 
out hopes of ſucceſs ; but it was his duty to tell that to the 
Public, that they might ſee their danger, know from whence it 
came, and prevent it if they pleaſed. That was the ſame 
party that was triumphant all the reign of Charles the Firſt : 
They had had many appellations. By ſome they had been 

called Jacobites, by ſome High Churchmen, by ſome Tories. 
He knew them to be enemies to the true ſpirit of the conſtitu- 
tion of this country: That ought to excite the alarm of the 
people. He had done his duty in telling the Public fo, for 
which he was ſure he ſhould receive the approbation of his 
conſcience to the laſt moment of his life. | 22 78 

The Houſe then divided; when there appeared, 


For the Previous Quigſtion 208 
Againſt it — — 55 
. Majority 153 
Adjourned. | 1 
Liſt of the Minority who voted for Mr. Fox's Reſolutions. 
Anſon, Thomas _ Milner, Sir W. 
Aubrey, Sir Jehn Milbanke, Ralph 


Antonie, Lee 
Baring, Sir Francis 
Bouveric, Edward 
Burch, J. R 
Bong, George | 
Clayron, Sir Robert 
Courtenay, John 
Church, J. B. 
Crewe, John 
Curwen, J. C. 
Erſkine, Hon. Thos. 


Featherſtone, Sir Henry 


Fitz patrick, General 


Fletcher, Sir H. 
Dr U. 
Francis, Philip 
Harriton, John 
Harcourt, John 
Honey weod, Fiimer 
Howard, Henry 
Huſſey, William 
Jekyll, Joseph 


Jervoiſe, C. J. 

Ludlow, Earl 

Long. Samuel 
Maitland, Hon. F. 


"xl how wfon 


Milnes, R. 8. 


North, Dudley 
Pi-rſe, Henry 
Plumer, William 
Powlett, Pe wlett 


 Rawdon, Hon. John 
ERuſſeil, Lord William 


Sheridan, R. B. 
Shaw, Cunliffe 


Sm th, William 


Spencer, Lord Robert 
S:. John, st. Andrew 
Sturr, Charles 

Ta lor, M. A 
1arietun, Colonel 

i homas | 
Townſh nd, Lord John 
Vyner Rohert 
Walwin, James 
Wel ern, C. C. | 
Wh: br ad Sam. Junx. 
Wh:itmor John 
Winnington, Sir Ed. 
Wilorahan, R. 
Wharton, John 


| TELLERS. 
Lambton, W. Henry 


Grey, Charles 
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man, which he might deny to another; and therefore he ſhould } 


put, which, with ſeveral other amendments by the ſame Noble 
Lord, were all negatived without a diviſion, and the Bill paſſech 
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HOUSE | OF LORDS. 
Monpar, June 2. 


GIBSON AND JOHNSON'S BILLS OF EXCHANGE, 

The Judges delivered their opinion ſeriatim. There were fx} 
for reverſing the decree of the courts below, and fix for affirm. 
ing. The caſting vote lay with the Chancellor, and he decided! 
for aſhrming the decree. This bufineſs, which has fo long 
occupied all the learning of the law courts, is therefore at lafd 
finally decided. Lord Kenyon and Lord Thurlow were of! 
different opinions : The former was for affirming, the latter] 
againſt it. 

Several Bills were brought from the Commons, and rad, ad 
Adjourned. | 


' HOUSE. OF. COMMONS. 
MonpDar, June 2. 


Lord 4 Yohn Cavendiſh and Lord Malden took the oaths andl 
their ſeats; the firſt for Derya and the laſt for the county 
of Hereford. 

Meſſage from the Lords, that they had agreed to fee 
Bills ſent them by the Commons, without any amendment.— , 
Adjourned. | 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, June 3. 
STATUTE LABOUR BILL. 


On the Bill being read a third time, ; 

Ear Stanhope objected to the power which it gave to juſtice| 
of the peace; which power he called an arbitrary one, inaſ. 
much as it allowed the magiſtrate to ſhew that lenity to one 


move an amendment to alter that part of the Bill. f 

A ſhort converſation enſued, in which the truth of that aſſer- 

tion of Earl Stanhope was denied by Earl Spencer, Lord Aucl. 
land, and the Lord Chancellor. 

Earl Stanhope, notwithſtanding, inſiſted on his motion being 


and was ordered to the eee eee. 
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' HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
TUESDAY, June 3. | 
The Houſe took into conſideration the amendments made 


by the Lords to the Briſtol Church Bill, and the fame being 
read, were agreed to.— Adjourned. N 25 


| HOUSE' OF LORDS. 
4 „Inn de, 6. | 3 
The Duke of Clarence preſented a petition from the Weſt 
India Merchants, praying to be heard by counſel againſt «a 
dauſe in the Slave Carrying Bill; which was agreed to; and 


counſe] were called in and heard againſt the ſaid clauſe in the 
Committee. A long converſation then enſued between the 


Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Clarence, the Earl of. Mansfield, 
Lord Auckland, and the Biſhop of Rochefter, and an amendment 
was agreed to, purporting, that in caſes of aggreſſion of the 
maſters of the ſhips, their owners ſhould not be entitled to 
recover their inſurance if laſs enſued. —Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, June 5. 


Received a Meſſage from the Lords, that they would pro- 
ceed further in the Trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. on Satur- 
day the 7th. / | 

After which, as there were but 14 Members preſent, they 
neceſſarily ſeparated, 5 


. —— a 
HOUSE OF LORDS. ' 
FriDay, June 6, 
FRENCH PROPERTY BILL. 
The French Property Bill was read a third time, and paſſed, 
Earl Hardavicke preſented a petition from Mr. Haſtings to 
tie Lords, of which the following is a copy: | 
That it is with the greateſt reluctance and concern that 
your Petitioner feels himſelf obliged once more to addreſs 
your Lordſhips on the ſubject of this long-depending trial. 
© Your Petitioner begs leave to lay before your Lordſhips, 
bis well-founded apprehenſions, excited by the manner in 
which the general reply on the part of the Managers is · now 


Vor, IV. L] | evidently 
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[Lon ve, 
evidently conducted, that ſuch reply is meant to be extended 
beyond the probable limits of the preſent ſeſſions of Parlia- 
ment. = 
« Your Petitioner hopes he may be allowed to bring to 

your Lordſhips' recollection, that the reply was at the inſtance 

of the Managers adjourned over from the laſt year, under the 
-afſurance of an accelerated and early termination of it, and that 


the whole of the preſent ſeſſions, except a ſmall interruption oc- | 


caſioned by the examination of the Marquis Cornwallis, has 
been employed by the Hon. Managers. Notwithſtanding 
that, your Petitioner has, for the purpoſe of diſpatch, in addi. 
tion to the ſacrifices made for a ſimilar purpoſe in the laſt year, 
waved his right to obſerve by his pred? 2 on the new evidence 
adduced in reply. 8 | 

tt Your Petitioner begs leave again to ſuggeſt to your Lordſhips 
the unexampled duration of his trial, the indefinite period to 
which it may be ſtill further protracted, and the extreme vex- 
ation and injury to which he would be ſubjected, if the inten- 
2 _ the part of his proſecutors ſhould be ſuffered to have 
EITECT. | 

« He implores, therefore, of your Lordſhips' humanity and 
Juſtice, that ſuch meaſures may be adopted on the part of your 
Lordſhips, as may aſſure to your Petitioner the ſpeedy termi- 
nation of this painful and unparalleled proceeding ; and fur- 
ther, if need ſhould be, that your Lordſhips will graciouſly 
condeſcend, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom and dignity of 
your Lordſhips may ſeem meet, to become ſuitors to his Ma- 
jeſty's goodneſs in his behalf, that the preſent ſeſſions of Par- 
lament may be permitted to continue till the reply on the part 
of the Hon. Managers for the Houſe of Commons ſhall be fully 
and finally cloſed. . : 

Weftminſter-hall, 

gt June 1794. 

Adjourned, 


(Signed) WaRREN HasTIXGs.” 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| FRIDAY, June 6. 
REPORT OF THE SECRET COMMITTEE. 

Te Chancellor of the Exchequer preſented the ſecond part of 
the Report of the Secret Committee *. It was then moved, and 
agreed to, That the Report be received; that it do lie on 
&« the table; that copies thereof be printed; and that it be 
taken into conſideration on Friday the 13th.—Adjourned. 


* For the printed copy of this Second Report, ſee the Appendix to this 
volume, p. 33. : Its 
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4 HOUSE OF LORDS. 
SATURDAY, une 7. | 5 

2 Lord Privy Seal (the Marquis of Stafford) brought up the 


* gecond Report of the Committee of Secrecy *. The title being 
rad, the Marguis of Stafford moved that the Report be printed. 


> | Carried nem. con. 

1 Adjourned. 

4 HOUSE OF coMMONS. 

5 :  SATURD Ar, June 7. | | 
"2 The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Appendix to 


the Report of the Committee of Secrecy, which was ordered 
to be printed. ax : 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the Report 
«aken into conſideration on Friday the 13th. g 
Agreed to the Lords* amendments in the Highways Statute 
Labour Bill. 
Rucker's Naturalization Bill was brought from the Lords, 
and read a firſt time. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

3 WEDNESDAY, June 11. 

The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to a number of 
public and private Bills; among the former was the Bill for 
the Relief of Inſolvent Debtors. The commiſſioners were the 
es Chancellor, Marquis of Stafford, and Archbiſhop of Canter- 
ury. Th | 
Lord Grenville gave notice that he ſhonld, on Friday the 
13th, move a vote of thanks to Earl Howe, for his late glori- 


dus victory + over the French. His Lordſhip alſo ſaid, o_ 


* See the Appendix to this volume, p. 207. 
＋ As the engagement which ended in this victory was one of the 
molt cloſe-fought and bloody actions, the moſt brilliant and ſplendid in 
its conduct and contequences to the Commander in Chiet, the "Fears, and 
amen, as well as the moſt eſſential in point of advantage to the country, 
that ever djgnified the page of our naval hiftory, we think it neceſſary to 
ſubjoin Lord Howe's firſt account of it, as communicated t; the Public in 
the LoxrpoNn GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY of June 1oth, 1794: 
46 SIR, 
Thinking it may not be neceſſary to make a more particular report of 
my nroceedings l for the 4 pa information of the _— Com- 
1 Liz | | muUnoners 
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the Second Report of the Secret Committee ſhould be taken 


into conſideration on the ſame day. 


miſſiohers of the Admiralty, I confine my communications chiefly, in this 
diſpatch, to the occurrences when in preſence of the enemy yeſterday. 


ie Finding, on my return off Breſt on the 19th palt, that the French fleet | 


had, a few days before, put to ſea; and receiving, on the ſame evening, 


advices from Rear- Admiral Montague, I deemed it , e to endeavour 


to form a junction with the Rear- Admiral as ſoon as poſſible, and proceeded 


immediately for the ſtation on which he meant to wait for the return of the | 


Venus. 


“ But, having gained very credible intelligence, on the 21ſt of the ſame | 


month, whereby I had reaſon to ſuppoſe the French fleet was then but a few 


Jeagues farther to the weſtward, the courſe before ſteered was altered ac. | 


cordingly. 
On the morning of the 28th the enemy were diſcovered far to windward, 


and partial actions were engaged with them that evening and the next |} 


day. 


mentioned day, and the fleet being in a ſituation for bringing the enemy to 
cloſe action the iſt inſtant, the ſhips bore up together for that purpoſe, be- 
tween ſt ven and eight o'clock in the morning. | | 

„The French, their force conſiſting of twenty-ſix ſhips of the line, op- 
poſed to his Mzjeſty's fleet of twenty five (the Audacious having parted 
company with the ſternmoſt ſhip of the enemy's line, captured in the night 
of the 28th) waited for the action, and ſuſtained the attack with their cuſ- 
tomary reſolution, | 

In leſs than an hour after the cloſe action commenced in the centre, the 
French Admiral, engaged by the Queen Charlotte, crowded off, and was 
followed by moſt of the ſhips of his van in condition to carry fail after him, 
leaving with us about ten or twelve of his crippled or totally diſmaſted ſhips, 
excluſive of one ſunk in the engagement. The Queen Charlotte had then lot 
her fore topmaſt, and the main topmaſt fell over the fide very ſoon after. 

The greater number of the other ſhips of the Britiſh fleet were, at this 
time, ſo much diſabled or widely ſeparated, and under ſuch circumſtances 
with reſpect to thoſe ſhips of the enemy in a ſtate for action, and with which 
the firing was ſtill continued, that two or three even of their diſmantled 
ſhips, attempting to get away under a ſpritſail ſingly, or ſmaller fail raiſed 
on the ſtump of the foremaſt, could not be detained. i 

“ Seven remained in our poſſeſſion, one of which, however, ſunk befor? 
the adequate aſſiſtance could be given to her crew; but many were ſaved. 

% The Brunſwick, having loſt her mizen maſt in the action, and drifted 
to leeward of the French retreating ſhips, was obliged to put away large 
to the northward of them. Not ſeeing her chaſed by the enemy, in that 
predicament, I flatier myſelf ſhe may arrive in ſafety at Plymouth. All the 
other twenty-four ſhips of his Majeſty's fleet re- aſſembled later in the day; 
and I am preparir.g to return with them, as ſoon as the captured ſhips ot 
the epemy are ſecured, for Spiihcad, 

« The material i jury to his Majeſty's ſhips, I underſtand, is confined 
er to their maſts and yards, which I conclude will be ſpeedily re- 

accd, | | 
n 6 T have not been yet able to collect regular accounts of the killed and 
wounded in the different ſhips. Captain Montague is the only officer of his 
rank who fell in the action. The numbers of both deſcriptions, 1 nope 
WI 
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6 The weather-gage having been obtained, in the progreſs of the F. 
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The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, as there might probably ariſe a 
debate on both thoſe ſubjects, he ſhould adviſe the Noble Lord 
to appoint ſeparate days for the diſcuſſion of each. 

Lord Grenville could not conceive how it was poſſible for 
any Noble Lord to have an objection to thank our naval com- 
mander, and his gallant officers, for their moſt ſplendid vic- 
tory aver the enemy, or what ſpecies of argument could call 
ſuch a propoſition into debate; and, as he could have no idea 
of a diſſent to what he ſhould propoſe, he ſhould not follow 
the Noble Earl's advice. 


The Earl of Lauderdale (aid, he wiſhed the Houſe would not 


ſeparate with a wrong impreſſion of what he had ſaid; it was very 


will prove fmall, the nature of the ſervice conſidered; but I have the concern 
of being to add, on the ſame ſubject, that Admiral Graves has received à 
wound in the arm, and that Rear- Admirals Bowyer and Paſley, and Cap- 
tain Hutt, of the Queen, have each had a leg taken off; they are, however 
(I have the fatisfaftion to hear), in a favourable ſtate under thoſe misſor- 
tunes. In the captured ſhips the numbers of killed and wounded appear to 
be very conſiderable, 2 ; 

« Though I ſhail have, on the ſubject of theſe different actions with the 
enemy, diſtinguiſhed examples hereafter to report, I preſume the determined 
bravery of the ſeveral ranks of officers and the ſhips* companies employed 
under my authority, will have been already ſufficiently denoted by the effe& 
of their ſpirited exertions ; and, I truſt, I ſhall be excuſed for poſtponing 
the more detailed narrative of the other tranſactions of the fleet thereon, for 
deing communicated. at a future opportunity; more elpecially as my firft 
Captain, Sir Roger Curtis, who is charged with this diſpatch, will be able 
to give the farther information the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
may at this time require. It is incumbent on me, nevertheleſs, now to 
add, that T am greatly indebred to him for his councils as well as conduct in 
every branch of my official duties: And I have fimitar aſſiſtance, in the late 
g to acknowledge of my ſecond. Captain, Sir Andrew Dou- 
glas. 7 | | 
I am, with great conſideration, 

SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 20 
HOWE. 


P. 8. The names and force of the captured French ſhips with the fleet in 


tranſmitted herewith, | 
Lift of French ſhips captured on the 1/t day of June 1794. 


La Juſte =» * | 80 guns. 
Sans Pareille «= = - = = — 80 
: 8 

I' Achille - - - *.- 7+ 
Northumberland - - — 74 
L'Impetneux = < = 8 
Vengeur 3 54 funk almoſt 

immediately upon being taken poſſeſſion- of. 

N. B. The ſhip ſtated to have been captured on the evening of the 28th 
of laſt month, is ſaid by the prifoners to be the Revolutionaire, of 120 
Buns, | 
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far from his intention, and he believed from the intention of 
every Member of the Houſe, to make any oppoſition to the | 


vote of thanks to Earl Howe, &c.; it was undoubredly well 


merited, and would ariſe from the gratitude every man of | 
this country mult be impreſſed with for their great ſervices; | 
but it was equally neceſſary to expect, that ſome Members of 


the Houſe might take that opportunity to comment on the 


events of the war, which might poſſibly bring on a debate, on 
which account he wiſhed a day might be appointed for that 


purpoſe alone. 


Lord Grenville replied, that the vote of thanks was not con- 


nected with the merits of the war. 
| The Lord Chancellor put the queſtion to adjourn. 


—— 


HOUSE OF COM MONS. 
WEDNESDAY, June 11. 


The conſideration of the Report of the Secret Committee | 
- was deferred, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, | 


to Monday the 16th. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas gave notice, that on the firſt full day, } 
which would probably be Monday the 16th, he ſhould move | 
the thanks of the Houſe to thoſe gallant officers and men 
whoſe courage and abilities had contributed to the late ſucceſs | 


of his Majeſty's arms at ſea. 
Adjourned. . 5 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, June 12. 


This day the Lords went in the uſual ſtate to Weſtminſter- | 


hall, to proceed in the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and 


when returned from the Hall, a meſſage was ſent to the Houſe } 
of Commons, acquainting them, that this Houſe would further } 
proceed in the ſaid trial on Saturday the 14th. g 
There being no other buſineſs before the Houſe, they ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. a 
THURSBAY, June 12. 
| | LONDON MILITIA. 
Sir Watkin Lewes gave notice, that on the firſt open day, be 
would move for leave to bring in a Bill, appointing certain re- 
Zulations for the London Militia, . 
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There being but ſive or ſix Members preſent, they neceſſa- 


\ 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Fainar, June 13. 
1 EARL HOWE, Ws 
Lird Grenville roſe, he ſaid, in conſequence of the notice 
which he had the honour of giving their Lordſhips on Wed- 
neſday, of his intention of moving the thanks of their Lord- 


ſhips to Earl Howe, and all the officers and men engaged in 


the action in which the late ſignal victory over the French 
ſect was gained. This was 2 ſubject upon which he was 
ſure ſuch perfect unanimity muſt prevail, that any attempt on 
his part to expatiate upon the circumſtances attending the late 
lorious victory obtained by his Majeſty's fleet under the com- 
mand of that able and gallant Admiral would be perfectly un- 
neceſſary. It would, indeed, be injuſtice in him to attempt to 
teſcribe the merits of a victory, the molt brilliant in manner, 
and the moſt important in effect, of any victory recorded to have 
been obtained in the hiſtory of naval engagements. Excluſive 
of that determined courage which has always characteriſed the 
Engliſh ſeamen, there was a degree of ſkill, and ſcience diſ- 
payed by the Noble Lord that never was exceeded upon any 
former occaſion, Thus much his feelings had prompted him 
to ſay; and he need not ſpeak or deſcribe the feelings, the joy, 
and the ſatisfaction of the Public, on the occaſion ; they were 
evident and undeniable throughout the metropolis, and he had 
no doubt that they would be manifeſted with equal ardour 
throughout the Britiſh dominions, as ſoon as the news ſhould 
be generally known. He would, therefore, not detain their 
Lordſhips any longer, but would move, | 

© That the thanks of the Houſe be given to Admiral Earl 
Howe, for the important ſervices rendered to his country 
* by his able and gallant conduct in the victory obtained by 
the fleet under his command, over the French fleet, on the 
* 1ſt of June 1794: | | 

© That the thanks of the Houſe be given to Rear Admirals 
* Hood, Graves, Cornwall, Paſley, Bowyer, and Sir R, 
“ Curtis, and to all the captains and officers of the fleet, for 
their brave and gallant behaviour during that engagement: 

That the Houſe does highly approve of the conduct of the 
4 ſeamen, ſoldiers, and marines, on board the fleet; and that 
the officers of their reſpective ſhips do communicate the 


" fame to them: And, | 
Ra ths (s That 
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| © That the Lord Chancellor do communicate the thank of 
* the Houſe to Earl Howe.” . 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that, with reſpect to this laſt motion. 
he wiſhed to obſerve, that it certainly would be more gratifying 
to the Houſe to have an opportunity of declaring their ſent. | 


ments to the Noble Admiral perſonally jn his place, but the 


preſent ſituation of affairs would render his abſence from the | 
Meet extremely inconvenient; and therefore he thought it 
would be better to have the thanks of the Houſe tranſmitted 


by the Lord Chancellor. 


The Duke of Grafton ſaid, he knew that the orders of the | 
Houſe did not require that any motion ſhould be ſeconded; if 
they did, he ſhould have.been zealous to have the honour of | 
ſtanding forward upon this o caſion. He could not, however, | 
avoid ſaying a few words upon the ſubject. He had the honour of 
having lived in habitsof the greateſt intimacyand friendſhip with | 
the Noble Admiral for a period of above thirty-five years; and | 
during that whole time, he never had entertained but one opi- | 
nion of him, which was, that, excluſive of his valuable quali- 
ties as a man, he was moſt eminently diſtinguiſhed for con- 
ſummate bravery and {kill as an officer, found judgment and 
policy as a ſtateſman, and the greateſt profeſſional knowledge 
and ability as a ſeaman. If he were to attempt, upon this } 
occaſion, to call to the recollection of the Houſe the various 
important ſervices performed by the Noble Lord for his coun- 
try, his want of abilities to deſcribe them might perhaps take 
from the luſtre which belonged to them; he knew he was uy- | 
equal to the taſk of tracing the facts that conſtituted the fame 
of that gallant Admiral: He could not, however, avoid juſt | 
artempting to bring to the recollection of their Lordſhips a2 
few of the many glorious exploits performed by the Noble 
Earl, which muſt for ever inſure to him the gratitude of his 
country. The ſkill and bravery diſplayed by him in the war 
before the laſt, and the manner in which, when a Captain, 


he brought up the Magnauime, which he then commanded, 


cioſe to a fort on the Iſle of Rke (which had previouſly greatly | 
damaged our fleet), and filenced it, was an act which, at that 
time, excited the admiration of the fleet itſelf, and of the whole | 
kingdom. Whenafterwards he acted, together with the late Ad- 
miral Keppel, as a ſecond under the celebrated Lord Hawke, in } 
the engagement on the coaſt of France with Montieur de Cen- 
flans, he conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner as to receive from 
Lord Hawke the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of approbation ; that 
Noble Lord, in his letter 1.9me, ſpoke in the moſt handſome |} 
terms of his {econds, and the ſupport they afforded him, 
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rome to the period when Lord Howe had a command in 
america laſt war; and here he would venture to ſay, that if 
his conduct on that fervice was tried by the teſts of truth and 
candour, the reſult would be highly to his honour. He came 
next to a circumſtance, which excited the aſtoniſhment and 
admiration of all Europe, and was alone ſufficient to rank him 
among the firſt ſeamen this country ever produced; he meant 
the relief of Gibraltar, in the face of a much ſuperior fleet, 
viz, the combined fleets of France and Spain, which were at 
that time more in number by one third than his own. The 
impreſſion that ſplendid action had made on the great Frederick, 
the late King of Pruſſia, was a memorable circumſtance; as 
that wiſe man and valiant hero paid his tribute of approbation to 
Lord Howe, in a letter which he ſent to him through the 
medium of his miniſter at this court. If any more was neceſ- 
ſary to eſtabliſh the character of this gallant Admiral, it only re- 
| mained to mention his late victory, moſt gloriousto the character 
of the country, moſt advantageous to the intereſts of the nation, 
l- and moſt honourable to himſelf ; ſince, through that ſplendid 
victory, the naval ſuperiority of England was clearly aſcertained. 
His Grace ſaid, he was ſure there was not one Noble Lord 
in that Houſe, nay more, that there was not one true Briton 
who did not feel the utmoſt gratitude to rhe Noble Lord for 
his important ſervices ; and if it could be ſaid of any man, it 
might be ſaid of him, * He may read his hiſtory in a nation's 
eyes.“ ou | . Fe | 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he concurred with the Noble 
Duke in all he had ſtated to their Lordſhips, and he congratu- 
lated the Noble Earl who was the immediate and the leacing 
object of the motion before the Houſe ; he congratulated their 
Lordſhips; he congratulated the nation at large, on the great, 
the glorious victory we had lately gained. The ſkill of Lord 
Howe was unrivalled ; and his late ſplendid ſervices exceeded 
tie moſt ſanguine expectation. He truſted that this event 
would prove. a fortunate event to the French themſelves, and 
to all Europe. He was happy to find that we preſerved our 
ſuperiority at ſea, and hoped it would convince France, how 
abſurd that opinion they had entertained was, that this country 
could be conquered He truſted it had taught their Lordſhips 
too not to think of ſending Engliſh troops to Flanders, for 
there was an end now of all idea of danger to this country from 
the French. In ſhort, he was confident that this event might 
be the happy means of accelerating peace; as, he flattered 
himſelf, there was ſtill reaſon enough in the minds of thoſe 
who at preſent governed France to be glad to make peace if we 
would give it to them. | 1 ; 
VoL. IV, Mm Lord 
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Lord Viſcount Sydney 2 in every thing that 

faid to the honour of the character 1 the Noble Eu 2 
ſubject of the preſent motion. He rejoiced as much 2s. ang 
man at this great and important victory, for the ſame — . ; 
that had been ſtated by the Noble Duke (Bedford), viz. he 
thought it would anſwer the purpoſe to which victory ought| 
always to be applied—the acceleration of peace. No e. | 
were ſo likely to produce and accelerate that deſirable object 
as beating the French. Indeed it was the only means of el. 
feCting it. He agreed with the Noble Duke who had ſpoken} 
firſt, that Lord Howe's life had been a continued ſeries of 
great and gallant actions; but great and glorious as the late 
victory was, he muſt conſider the relief of Gibraltar, in the 
face of a ſuperior force, as the moſt glorious of any the Noble} 
Earl had atchieved. He had, his Lordſhip ſaid, been the man to 
whom the Pruſſian miniſter firſt mentioned or communicated # 
the feelings of the King, his maſter, on that occaſion; and | 
ſtated the degree of gratitude that Monarch felt to be due to | 
the Noble Admiral. His Lordſhip ſaid, it was not in his 
power ſufficiently to extol, or even do juſtice to the merit of 
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the Noble Earl, ſo deſervedly an ornament to that Houſe, and | mitting 
an honour to his country. | 5 3 while w. 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that he felt himſelf bound to ſuch ufc 
ſay a few words, to prevent any miſconception of what had f would 
fallen from him when the Noble Secretary of State gave notice lage. 
of this motion, He believed it was underſtood by miniſters | The 1 
that the motion would be oppoſed, but there was not a man in had ſtat 
the country, he was ſure, who did not ſincerely rejoice at ſo f the gen 
glorious an event, as the late victory at ſea. The conduct of man dic 
the Noble Lord who was the ſubject of the preſent motion, ö might « 
had been ſuch as to render it impoſlible for an idea of that t applaud 
kind to enter into the contemplation of any individual in that fore, fe 
Houſe, or in the kingdom. So far from oppoſing, he wiſhed | ned 
to be among the foremoſt in congratulating the country, in ö Howe, 
congratulating the Noble Admiral, upon the glorious event. boped! 
Whether, conſidering the ſervice upon which Lord Howe was ſerving 
ſent, and the immenſe importance it was of to this country, | occaho 
an adequate and ſufficient force had been allowed him, was a equa) t 
point which he would not then diſcuſs; even if the force | ee 
were inſufficient, however blame might attach elſewhere, it ibaa 
muſt tend to increaſe the glory obtained by the Noble Lord, ; which 
He entertained the ſame ſentiments as the Noble Duke had Confl: 
delivered upon this occaſion; he was perfectly ready to thank , the m 
the Noble Earl, and all the officers and men, by * 75 exer- } Frenc] 
tions this great and glorious victory had been gained. He : which 
ſublcribed entirely to the vote of thanks; but he begged to be ao 


under- 
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underſtood as expreſſing a hope that good uſe would be made 
if the victory we had gained, which was that of procuring 
ace, He maintained, tliat the idea of conquering France, 
fr the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a form of government, was not 
| then more rational than it had been at any other period, and we 
owght to take leave of it for, ever. The people of this coun- 
try had never had any ſuch extravagant deſires; they wiſhed to 
fe our ſuperiority kept up at ſea; but as to any conqueſts of 
qurs over the French by land, they affected the people but 
| ſightly. Nothing could demonſtrate this more clearly, than 
the different feeling of the Public manifeſted on the ſurrender 
of Valenciennes, or the ſeizure of Toulon; but when the 
news of the victory of our grand fleet arrived, every heart beat 
with rapture, and every countenance ſparkled with joy; this 
was a clear proof, that the Public felt our ſtrength was well 
employed, when employed at ſea, and not {o when exerted on 
the continent. He was confident they all felt that this 
country was entirely out of danger, therefore an attempt at 
conquering France would be unneceſſary and fooliſh, even ad- 
mitting it to be poſſible. For thoſe reaſons he hoped, that 
while we were thanking brave men as they juſtly merited, 
ſuch uſes would be made of the victory they had gained, as 
would be of benefit and advantage to this country at 
large. | wo ' 
The Duke of Clarence ſaid, that, after ſo many Noble Lords 
had ſtated their ſentiments upon this ſubject, he muſt join in 
the general joy on the occaſion. He believed every Engliſh- 
man did the fame; a ſtrong proof, that, let men differ as they 
might on political queſtions, all parties were unanimous in 
applauding gallant viCtories at ſea: The Houfe would, there- 
fore, forgive him if he treſpaſſed a few. moments upon their 
attention. By the late glorious victory obtained by Lord 
Howe, the ſuperiority of the Engliſh was eſtabliſhed, and he 
hoped would remain fo . for ever. He could not avoid ob- 
ſerving, that in the two laſt wars, as well as upon the preſent 
occaſion, when the fleets of England and France met upon 
equal terms, 'the ſuperior {kill and ſteadineſs of the Engliſh 
were always manifeſted : This aſſertion was proved by three 
great naval victories: The firſt in the war before the laſt, 
when Lord Hawke gained ſo glorious a victory over M. de 
Conflans; the ſecond in the laſt war, when Lord Rodney, on 
the memorable 12th of April, ſo completely defeated the 
French in the Weſt Indies; and the third was the inſtance 
which they were then celebrating. He conſidered this action 
as one of the greateſt which the annals of this country could 
doaſt of; the circumſtances of it, and the conduct, bravery, 
EY | M m 2 + and 
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and ſkill, manifeſted by Lord Howe during the action, did 


him the higheſt honour; the gallantry of his officers and ſea. | 


men, alſo, deſerved every poſſible praiſe; he congratulated 
the country at large on it moſt ſincerely ; it proved that ſtil 
this country had as great ſuperiority as ever at ſea, and that 


this country was not to be conquered by France. Whatever | 
apprehenſions of an invaſion, therefore, might have been en. | 
tertained, all ideas of an invaſion muſt now be at an end. He | 
concluded by ſaying, that he would not at preſent make any | 


obſervation on what had been ſaid by a Noble Earl, reſpecting 


the internal government of a neighbouring country, but he | 
conceived that moderation and reaſon were the beſt modes of 


governing France. | 


The queſtion was put on the motions of Lord Grenville, | 


which were carried nem. diſſentiente. 


SECOND REPORT OF THE SECRET COMMITTEE. 


The Order of the Day, for the reading the Second Report | 


of the Secret Committee, being read, 

Tord Grenville ſaid, he did not think it neceTary that the 
whole of the Report ſhould be read to their Lordſhips, becauſe 
he was ſure that every Noble Lord had read it over with that 
attention which a ſubje& of ſuch magnitude and importance 
required. He hoped, that, having read it, he ſhould find but 
ond opinion in the Houſe with reſpect to the meaſure which 
he ſhould feel it his duty to propoſe. It would not be neceſ- 
fary for him to occupy much of their Lordſhips' time in ſub- 


mitting his reaſons for propoſing, at this juncture, to carry an- 
addreſs to the foot of the Throne, to aſſure Ih Maieſty of J 


their ſteady and loyal ſupport, becauſe the Report itſelf con- 
tained the ſtrongeſt arguments that could poſſibly be offered 
upon the ſubject. Their Lordſhips would perceive, by the 
tenor of the Report, that the concluſions drawn in the former 
Report were confirmed and eſtabliſhed. It could ſurely be no 
longer contended, that there did not exiſt in this country a 
conſpiracy, the object of which was, under the ſpecious name 
of a reform, to ſubyert its government, laws, and religion. 
Fortunately the conſpiracy was diſcovered in time, their plans 
developed, and their intentions fruſtrated. This conſpiracy 
was the more dangerous, becauſe it was not the effuſion of 
temporary diſcontent; it was not the unpremeditated fury of 
a thoughtleſs mob; it was a cool, deliherate, ſyſtematic plan 
to deſtroy the conſtitution of Fngland, and to ſubſtitute in its 
place the tyranny of France. From a peruſal of the Report, i: 
would appear that this plan had been carrying on by perlons in 
this country, in conjunction with others abroad, for more than 
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two years; and they thought they had brought it to a ftate 
nearly ready to be carried into execution, -when the whole was 


happily diſcovered. | Their Lordſhips would find, that, foon 


after the deſtruction of the monarchy in France, a ſyſtem of 
correſpondence was eſtabliſhed between certain clubs in this 
country and the new government in that. In November 1792, 
formal addreſſes were ſent from certain Societies here to the 
Convention of France, and regular anſwers received. Theſe 
Societies, covering their real deſigns under the ſpecious pre- 
text of a reform in Parliament, took upon themſelves to declare 
to the French government, that the people of England were 
anxious to ſhake off the yoke which oppreſſed them, and to adopt 
the new ſyſtem of liberty; they told them, that, however they 
might be kept from declaring their ſentiments, the majority of 


the Engliſh were againſt the Government. Theſe aſſemblies 


had been acted upon by certain artful perſons, and they were 
conſequently aſſiduous in their endeavours to diſſeminate the 
forms and principles which have been adopted in France, the 
avowed enemy not only of this country, but of all order, law, 
liberty, and juſtice. 'They had, by their writings and exer- 
tions, done every thing in their power to create a partiality 
for French phraſes among the people, and for French doc- 
trines and principles. 'They had formed a plan to carry into 
effect the conqueſt of this country by France: Not by her 
armies; nat by her fleets; but by creating an internal com- 
motion in this kingdom. The artifices uſed, and the ſeditious 
publications which had been induſtriouſly diſtributed, by thoſe 
Societies, were noticed in the firſt Report, and ſtood con- 
firmed by the ſecond Report, ſubmitted to the peruſal of their 
Lordſhips. He would not, he faid, pay ſo ill a compliment 
to the loyalty of the people, as to ſtate, that the numbers of 
thoſe aſſociations were not ſmall; they were, it was true, few 
in number; but they expected to accompliſh, by coaleſcence, 


_ zeal, artifice, and activity, what they could not hope to attain 


by the power of numbers. In 1793, they artfully diſſeminated 
a quantity of ſeditious papers; in which they expretsly ap- 
proved of the conduct of thoſe who had been convicted and 
puniſhed for illegally aſſembling in Scotland under the name 
of the Britiſh Convention. They had even dared, in their 
writings, to queſtion the authority and the ſentence of the 
Criminal Judicature of Scotland, And it appeared, by the 
Report on their Lordſhips' table, that they had formed Com- 
mittees of Secrecy and Emergency; and followed up their 


plans with increaſed activity, ſince the conviction of thoſe _ 


perſons to whom he had adverted. It appeared, that'there 
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*: x ; ; Py | tho 
was a ſyſtematic plan to go on, ſtep by ſtep, to enforce 


fimilar proceedings, and the Britiſh Convention was to have 


1 October. | 

| eir Lordſhips would perceive, that the Commi 
e that Society, which, by way of cup 
nence, Was called the London Correſponding Society, Thi. 
Society ſeemed to have been formed of, or at leaſt to Vs 


been conducted by, perſons in a higher ſphere of life, and of 


more cultivated talents, than moſt of the other Societi | 
was throngh the medium of this Society that 3 X 
was kept up between the other Societies in different parts of 
the kingdom, and thoſe infamous and deſtructive princip] 
circulated, which tend to the deſtruction of all regular . 
ment. Although the war between his Majeſty and France 
interrupted the direct correſpondence which before exiſted 
between the Societies here and thoſe in France, it did no 
ent the former from continuing to feel a ſtrong intereſt 5 
the cauſe of the French, nor from endeavouring, as much as 
they could, to juſtify every one of their meaſures, however 
hoſtile to this country. Having diſſeminated their pernicious 
principles to a conſiderable degree, and drawn many unthink- 
ing perſons to join them, it became neceſſary to bring their 
princi les into action, in order the better to enable them to 
reap the fruits of their labours. For this purpoſe they men- 
tioned the propriety, and even neceſſity, of adopting the ex- 


ample of France, and calling a General Convention, for the re- 


dreſs of grievances, and the reformation of abuſes. In pur- 
ſuance of this plan, that meeting, which took the title of the 


Britiſh Convention, aſſembled at Edinburgh in October 1793. 


His Lordſhip ſaid, it would be altogeth i 

pf altogether unneceſſary for h 
trace the whole of the proceedings of this 19565304 e. 
They were not ſatisfied with adopting the deſtructive princi- 


ples which have plunged France into deſolation and ruin, but 


they followed, as far as they could, the manner, and uſed the 
language, of the French Convention. All the eloquence and 
talents of the members of this Convention could never have 
enabled them to carry into effect their infamous deſigns; 
ſomething more effectual was wanting, and that was arms. 
Their Loxdſhips would ſee traced out in the Report, the 
means adopted for the procuring of arms, and the nature of 
thoſe arms. Proofs unanſwerable would there be found, that 
arms of an extraordinary kind were in preparation. Indeed, 
conſiderable quantities of them were prepared, and would 


probably ſoon have been brought into uſe, if it had not been 


for the providential diſcovery made of their deſigns, and the 
meaſures taken to prevent them, His Lordſhip wiſhed to 
| remark 
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remark to the Houſe, the deliberate and determined ſyſtem 
with which theſe perſons purſued their infamous project. It 
would be natural to ſuppoſe, that when ſome of the members 
of the Convention were taken up and puniſhed with tranſport 
ation, when they knew they had offended againſt the laws of 
their country, they would have been deterred by the examples, 
and have renounced. ſuch ſeditious intentions; but the reverſe 
was the caſe; they did not abandon the object of their Con- 
vention, but continued it in the face of a trial, conviction 
condemnation, and puniſhment ! When the Convention wag 
diſperſed, their Committee of Emergency immediately began 
to fit, and to communicate with all the Societies eſtabliſhed in 
different parts of the kingdom. He made this obſervation to 
ſhew, that the danger ought not to be treated as light, nor the 
conſpirators with contempt, becauſe it appeared, that what 
they wanted in numbers and importance, they made up by 
perſeverance and boldneſs. | 5 
Under all theſe circumſtances, he hoped to find but one | 
opinion among their Lordſhips. He was ſure every one of 
them would ſtand forward in defence of the conſtitution of 
this country; and he was convinced, that, having peruſed the 
Report, there could be no doubt entertained of the exiſtence 
of the conſpiracy. He therefore hoped, that the addreſs 
| which he meant to propoſe, would meet with the univerſal 
approbation of the Houſe. _ | 

His Lordſhip concluded by moving, That an humble ad- 

« dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty from the Lords Spiritual 
« and 'Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, informing his Ma- 
© jeſty, that they have taken into conſideration his moſt gra- 
« cious communication, relative to certain papers and tranſ- 
actions, militating againſt the public ſafety, and that they 
© conceived it their bounden duty to lay before his Majeſty 
« their ſentiments, that they have ſeen with concern a traitor- 
« ous and ſeditious conſpiracy againſt the authority of Parlia- 
* ment, and againſt their happy and glorious conſtitution, 
« And that they have beheld ſyſtematic plans, and wicked and 
< deteſtable deſigns, leading to all the horrors of anarchy, with 
© a firm conviction that they were avowed, and on the point 
< of being executed. — | 1 
“That their Lordſhips felt their gratitude for his Majeſty's 

« paternal care to bring to exemplary puniſhment the authors 
* and abettors of all ſuch plans as are repugnant to the exilt- 
© ing Government, and that they wiſh to veſt additional 
« powers in the Executive Government, to provide for the 
public tranquillity, relying on his Majeſty for the ſuppreſ- 
* fon legally of ſuch crimes; and that they were ready to 
| « give 
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cc give energy and vigour to that law by which they are pro- 


< tected, and by which they enjoy their liberties, and the pre- 
K ſervation of good order.” SE 


I this addreſs ſhould meet the concurrence of their Lord. 
ſhips, Lord Grenville ſaid, he ſhould propoſe, that it be ſent 


to the Commons for their approbation, iu order that it ſhould | 


be preſented to his Majeſty as the joint addreſs of. the two 


- Houſes of Parliament. 


The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, Your Lordſhips' Report from 
the Secret Committee having referred to projects of the moſt 


deſperate and flagitious nature, reſpecting the members of 


both Houſes of Parliament, I have, as a ſpecimen of this, in 
my hand, a letter addreſſed to me from the town of Glaſgow, 
incloſing a ſpeech of a Noble Lord of this Houſe, which was 
rinted, and in many thouſands, as it is ſaid, circulated there. 
he ſpeech is intitled, © A Copy of that moſt extraordinary 
Speech, delivered in the Houſe of Lords by the Right Hon. the 
Earl Stanhope, on Thurſday the 23d of January 17994, for the 


_ reſtoration of Peace, and acknowledging the French Repub- 


lic.” And the letter is as follows: © This moſt excellent 
ſpeech has been reprinted at Glaſgow; many thouſands of it 
are now in circulation. Your © Þor/ſe-laugh” is marked, and 
will be properly attended to.” Your Lordſhips may remem- 


ber, that when this ſpeech was made, I ſaid that the beſt ar- 


gument in anſwer to it was, © a good loud herſe-laugh.” It is 
for this anſwer then, that I am, thank God! a marked man; 
for who of your Lordſhips, calling himſelf an Engliſbman, that 
would not be proud of ſuch a mark ? but I mention this now, 


not in addreſs to thoſe of your Lordſhips who have any reſpect 


for your own honour and dignity, but in admonition to thoſe 
Sans-Culottes Lords of this Houſe, who, in carrying on their 
intrigues, and forming their parties within theſe walls, are as 
forgetful of themſelves as they are dead to the miſchief which 
they are ſo reſpon/ibly the occaſion of without theſe walls. And 
this, my Lords, I fay in concern, as well as in admonition.” 
Lord Lauderdale obſerved, that the addreſs ſuppoſed no 
ground of complaint againſt his Majeſty's miniſters, though it 
had been accurately ſtated to their Lordſhips, that they had 
been in poſſeſſion of the circumſtances contained in the Report 
for ſeveral months paſt. This being manifeſtly the caſe, he 
argued, that it was the bounden duty of the Secretary of State 
to have cruſhed the conſpiracy, if ſuch exiſted, in the bud. 


He never before heard of a government remaining inactive on 
ſuch an occaſion, and, by their ſupineneſs, nurſing the trea- 


ſon till they thought it ripe for puniſhment ; he wiſhed, how- 


ever, to conſider the buſineſs in quite a different point of 1 5 
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He had paid as much attention as poſſible to the R ,- and 
to the ſpeech of the Noble Secretary of State. He had ex- 
rected ſomething like proofs of the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, 
which would have fully warranted the propriety of 1 
up to the Throne the addreſs which had juſt been propoſed. 
From all, however, that he had heard or ſeen, he drew a dif- 
ferent coneluſion from that inſiſted on by the Noble Secretary 
of State. He did not think that more reſpect was due to 4 
S letter from one miniſter to another, than to the letter of any 
other individual. He ſaw nothing like proofs of a conſpiracy, 
ſufficient to juſtify a proceeding that pledged that Houſe in a 
great degree. The Houſe ſhould conſider, that the meaſure 
muſt tend eſſentially. to ebene and prejudge their fellow- 
ſubje&s who were in contin t; and who would ſoon come 
to trial, on charges affecting their lives. If any individual, in 
2 public newſpaper, was guilty of a ſimilar proceeding, it 
| would be looked upon as a very unjuſtiſiable and iniquitous 
ting. In this point of view he entreated their Lordſhips to 
auler the queſtion with due attention, to conſider the 
dignity of their characters as members of a court of judicature, 
which ought to prevent them from coming to any reſolution 
that could poſſibly influence juries, or affe the intereſts of 
| thoſe unfortunate perſons, now in confinement, when their 
trials came on; more eſpecially as they might afterwards come 
| by appeal, or writ of error, before that Houſe for a final deci- 
fon, On theſe conſiderations, the Earl ſaid, he thought their 
Lordſhips bound by principles of juſtice and humanity to ne- 
tive * propoſition offered to the Houſe by the Secretary of 
tate. One conſequence perhaps not dreamt of by miniſters 
would probably follow this trial; it would lead the rulers of 
France to imagine that there did exiſt a conſpiracy in this 
country, ſo dangerous in its nature, as to demand the utmoſt 
ſtrength being given to the Executive Government; and that 
ſuch conſpiracy was favourable to the deſigns of the French 
aainſt Great Britain. There was no evidence, he inſiſted; 
zainſt the perſons confined, to ſhew that they wiſhed to over= 
awe the Government, and he denied that there was any proof 
of the arms, After the riots of 1780, he aſked, if any indivi- 
dual that ſuffered was charged with a conſpiracy to overawe 
the Government? and yet there was a greater pretext at that 
period than at preſent, for miniſters to introduce harſh and 
riolent meaſures. As to the Correſponding Society attempt- 
ing to overawe Government, the idea was ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd. Such men as Hardy and Adams could not have effected 
any ſuch thing: In fact, they had dane nothing more than 
follow the footſteps of men of the firſt conſequence in the 
Vox. V. VN n country. 


avowed purpoſe of electing delegates and appointing meet- 
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country. Their Lordſhips muſt recollect the Societies that exiſted 
at a diſtant period, the committees that had been then formed, 
and the reſolutions which they had adopted, founded on the 
memorable vote of the Houſe of Commons, That the influ. 
< ence of the Crown was increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to 
ec be diminiſhed z” reſolutions that pointed out the ſhameful ex. 
penditure of the public money, and the neceſſity of an aboli. 


tion of ſinecure places. They ſhould recollect, that a ſociety had 


exiſted, conſiſting of one hundred and three, for the exprets and 


. Ings, to take into conſideration certain grievances, to propoſe 

remedies, and, in every ſenſe of the words, to overawe the 
Parliament. Theſe meetings had diſtributed their refolutions 
throughout the kingdom. To corroborate his obſervations on 
this point, he read the minutes and reſolutions entered into at 
that time, and called the attention of the Houſe to the names of 
thoſe who were preſent at ſuch meetings; it would be found 
that they were not men of a deſcription jJow and inconſiderable, 


but ſome of the firſt characters in the kingdom: In the liſt of | 


the members were the names of the Dukes of Portland and 
Richmond, the Marquis of Rockingham, the Earls of Derby, 
Egremont, and Coventry, Mr. Burke, Mr. Thomas Grenville, 
and the Hon. Thomas 'Townſhend, who was as eager in the pur- 
ſuit of the object as others. Theſe were characters whoſe rank, 
influence, and weight in the country, was more to be dreaded | 
than thoſe of the perſons to whom he had adverted. Their | 


addreſſes had been ſent to Hereford, and were objected to 


there, as tending to overturn. the Legiſlature, and to produce 
meaſures ſubverſive of the conſtitution. es” 
© Theſe proceedings, at that time, were far more violent than 
thoſe of any of the Societies of the preſent day; and the | 
avowed purpoſe of them was to. overawe the conduct of Par- 
liament in a much more determined and effectual manner; 
yet the Legiſlature had not thought fit to take any notice of 
them at all. Notwithſtanding the forbearance of the Execu- 
tive Government at that time, it had not been known that 
any harm reſulted from theſe proceedings; on the contrary, 
the country had never experienced a more unexampled and 
peaceable ſtate of proſperity than it did for a conſiderable time 
afterwards. _ DE | | 
He next adverted to the proceedings of the Common Coun- 
cil of London and the city of York, which refolved, that the 
introduction of the Contractors Bill was a clear proof of his 
Majeſty's miniſters to perſevere in extending to the Crown au 


- unconſtitutional influence. On this occaſion, he ſaid, that the | 
| Habeas Corpus Act had not been ſuſpended ; and he atked, of 


What 


gon t 14] 


what gre 
to which 
the Rep 


' Convent! 


yourite 1 
the Hou 
high trea 
Hamiito! 
duced to 


| kingdom 


ſtitution 
was well 

His Lc 
appearec 
and ſtate 


He conf 
| had beer 


It was f 
practice: 
tiſn Cor 
lar ſtreſ 
Edinbur 


Commit 


2s the C 
It wa 
to unde 
Great B 
gard t. 
nag 
addreſs. 
had no 
cretary 
France 


means. 
Conven 
fore, of 


day ſup 


Lord 
Mansft 
Viſcou! 
ſion th; 
perſons 


/ 


rr 53.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS, 275 


what greater crime were Hardy and Adams charged, than that 
to which he had alluded? The moſt marked thing, he ſaid, in 
the Report was, that theſe Societies intended to aſſemble a 
Convention in October next. This was one of the moſt fa- 
vourite impreſſions which che Committee wiſhed to make on 
the Houſe; but how this could be conſtrued into a crime of 
high treaſon, was what he could not explain. The names of 
Hamilton Rowan and the Hon. Simon Butler had been intro- 
duced to prove, that there was a ſyſtematic plan in the three 
kingdoms, to overawe the Government, and ſubvert the con- 
ſtitution; but the viſit of thoſe gentlemen to Edinburgh, it 
was well known, was of quite a different nature. 5 


His Lordſhip contraſted and pointed out the inconſiſtency that 
appeared between the Reports of the two Houſes of Parliament, 
and ſtated in hat particulars the contradictions were to be traced: 
He confeſſed he was rather inclined to think, that moſt attention 
had been paid to the drawing up of the Report in the other Houſe. 
It was ſtated by the one, that the firſt appearanee of thoſe 
practices at Edinburgh, commenced at a meeting of the Bri- 
tin Convention, in 1793; whereas the other laid particu- 
lar ſtreſs upon two former meetings, which took place at 
Edinburgh in 1792, of which the Reports of their Lordſhips* 
Committee took not the leaſt notice, though of the ſame kind 
as the Convention held in 1793. | . 
It was, he ſaid, a little whimſical for miniſters, of all men, 
to undertake to prove that there was à republican party in 
Great Britain, and a Royzliſt party in France; for ſuch, with 
repatd to their arguments, had apparently been their object of 
late. This in his mind would 4 a worſe effect than any 
addreſs that could be preſented by Froſt or Barlow; and he 
bad no doubt, Robeſpierre would found a report on the Se- 
cretary of State's ſpeeeh and propoſition, that would make 
France exult in the weakneſs of the miniſter's ſupport in this 
country. He ſhould therefore give his diſſent to the motion. 

Me Earl of Coventry roſe to juſtify his conduct in 1780. 
The object had at that time been ſolely reform of Parliament; 

m object purſued by peaceable, legal, and conſtitutional 

means. There had at that time been no attempt to call a 

Convention, or to procure arms. Without being guilty, there- 

fore, of the ſmalleſt inconſiſtency, the Earl ſaid, he ſhould that 
day ſupport the motion for the addreſs.  : | T% 

Lord Sydney apologized for delaying the Noble Earl Lor. 
Mansfield, who had riſen at the Give time with the Noble 
Viſcount]. He roſe, he aid, in conſequence of the perſonal allu- 
ſion that had been made to him, along with other reſpeRable 
perſons z he declared he was proud of having his name mens 
. ET "N23 © We tioned | 
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ment +, that had appeared in the papers 


June 32th, 1794. | 


#76 WOODFALL'S FARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lox 
tioned with that of the Duke of Portland; the fact was, tha 
he had never attended thoſe meetings more than once or 
twice, and for the plaineſt reaſon, - he differed in a great de 

from them upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform; bo 
ing conſented to join the meetings unwillingly, on condition 
that they went no farther than the ſu dding a certain 


number of Knights for Shires. His Lordſhip faid, he found 
the ſchemes of thoſe who met ſo wild and various, that he 


could not concur but with yery few of them. One party pro, 
poſed the additional number of Knights of Shires, and ano. 


ther ſaid it was only adding an increaſe to the ariſtocracy, An 


Inſtance he recollected that was peculiarly ſingular: Among 


other extravagant propoſitions, it was objected that any Mem- 
ber of Parliament was pure enough to he of the Committee 


for managing the purpoſes of the meeting, and therefore they 


rejected all the Members of Parliament preſent, and choſe a | 


perſon “ who had been convicted of bribery at an election, and 
*was juſt come out of the 3 Bench priſon, as one of the 
members. Poſſibly, his Lordfhip ſaid, he might be deemed an 
ariſtacrat fox what he had ſaid that day. He did not know 
preciſely what an ariftecrat was, In Engliſh the word had no 
correct meaning. 
faſhion, as other words had been of late, and he ſuppoſed it 
meant, that one man called another ariſfacrat, whom 4 
to have aſſaſſinated or murdered, Pe aps a ſtrange adyertiſe- 
at day, was to be un- 
derſtood as giving a direct definition of it, and that it meanta 
man riding in a carriage: If not, he really knew not what its 
meaning was. In the averſion, which he had always enter- 
tained to innovation and reform, he had the good fortune to 
concur with ſome of the moſt reſpectable perſons, ſuch as the 
133 of Portland, and the late Marquis of Rocking · 
am; names which it was impoſſible to mention without 
higheſt veneration and reſpold. 
the meeting ſo incongruous as he had ſtated, he attended one 
Mr. Brand Hollis, SEP | | 


+ The following, we prefume, was the adyeptiſement alluded to by tit | 


«©, Whereas an hired hand of ruffians attacked my houſe in Mansfield- 
ſtreet, in the dead of the night between the 21th and 12th of June ipftant, | 
gentleman's carriage paſſ- 


and ſet it on ſire at different times; and whereas a 
ed ſeveral times to and fra in front of my houſe, and the ariſtocrat or other 
perſon who was in the ſaĩd carriage, gave money to the people in the 


to encourage them; this is to requeſt the friends of liberty and good ordes | 


to ſend me any authentic information they can procure, reſpecting the name 


and place of abode of the ſaid ariſtocrat or other perſon who was in the cal | 


riage above-mentioned; in order that he may be made amenable to the law. 


s * 


n France it was a word of abuſe much in 
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Finding the proceeding of 
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or two meetings only, and never again went near them. But 


even admitting, for the ſake of argument, what he might ſeri- 
ouſly deny, that he had been as eager as the reſt, could it be 
charged againſt that meeting, that they aimed at overawi 
Parliament, or had recourſe to arms, to be privately provided 


Was there any among them at that perjod who entertained or 


were ſuſpected of any deſigns of overturning the conſtitution ? 
They knew too well how much eaſier it was to throw down 
than to build up; nor were they ſo wild as to think of ſubſti- 
| tuting vain fancies and untried ſpeculation, for the ſolid ad- 
rantages of experience and wiſdom. With reſpect to the pre- 
os ation of affairs, he was ſo convinced of the dange 
which had been impending over our heads, that he cordially 
afſented to the propriety of the Report made, and of courſe 
would ſupport the addreſs then moved. by 

The Earl of Lauderdale explained, by declaring, that the Noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt had totally miſunderſtood the arguments he 
| had uſed. He had not thrown any imputation upon that Society 
of which the Noble Lord had been a member; but had aſſerted 
sa fact, that the ſame imputations of diſaffection and diſloyalty, 
| ſo liberally beſtowed in the preſent day upon certain Societies, 
vere equally liberally ſcattered at that period upon that So- 


Yb Earl of Mansfield declared, that he felt more than or- 
dinary anxiety upon the preſent occaſion, as he was about to 
deliver, not merely his own ſentiments upon the Report before 
their Lordſhips, but thoſe with which he had been charged by 


2 Noble Friend (the Duke of Portland), then ſuffering under 


the ſeyereſt mjsfortune that could wring the heart of man, 
who yet ſo far remembered his public duties, amidſt his pri- 
rate woes, as to commiſſion him thus publicly to declare his 
_ probation of, and acquieſcence in, the Report made 
R 


ir Committee, and the meaſure now founded upon that 


eport, The Committee might therefore be conſidered as 
been unanimous in their agreement- to the Report. 


Thus far, the Earl ſaid, he had ſpoken for another; the reſt 


that he ſhould ſay was to be regarded as his own private fenti- 
ments upon the ſubject. The Noble Earl (Lauderdale) had 
attempted to undervalue the danger to be apprehended from 
the preſent Societies, from the ſuppoſed inſignificance both of 
their numbers and their conſequence. With reſpect to the 
former of ' thoſe, ſuppoſing their numbers as low as they 

leaſed,” as few as 200, yet there was not a ſchool- boy but 
knew that the ſervile way which ſhook the Roman republic to 
its very foundation was, at its commencement, carried on by 


mo more than ſeventy ſlaves, who made their eſcape, _— | 
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ſelf-defence, turned upon their purſuers. He ſtated the great 
danger that Edinburgh had eſcaped, in conſequence of the 
ſtop that had been effectually put · to any farther meeting of the 
Britiſh Convention in that city, and the juſt and exemplary 
puniſhment of ſuch of its — as had been convicted of 
ſedition. With regard to the overt acts which had been com- 
mitted, he referred the Houſe to the Appendix of the Com- 
mittee; it was evident from their plan, that the members of 
the Britiſh Convention meant to profit by what had happened 


in London in the fad huſineſs of the riots of the year 1780. 


The Bank was then left as the laſt object of the rioters; 
whereas the Scotch Convention meant to make it one of their 
firſt; Their deſign was to make a fire in the town, and 


dra the attention of the ſoldiery to it, in order to induce 
them to quit the Caſtle and bring them to it, and then to ſeize 
che Banks and the Caſtle at once, having previouſly armed their 


adherents to enable them to make a formidable reſiſtance to 


the. military. He therefore conſidered the city of Edinburgh | 


us having had a moſt fortunate eſcape,” and it ought to be a 


leſſon to their Lordſhips to take early and effectual meaſures | 


by way of precaution, and in order to prevent the poſſibility 
of a ſimilar danger coming nearer to their own doors. He 
appealed to the Noble Lord, fo ſkilled in Italian poetry, whes 


ther it did not remind bim of a 'paſſage, which, by a free 


tranſlation of the poet *, might be rendered thus: Hav- 


ing reached the ſhore, after the utmoſt danger from the 
* warring elements, he looked back with horror and tremula- 
tion on the ſtorm that he had eſcaped.” In like manner, 


no doubt, had the object of the Engliſh- Societies been 


Juffered to come within the reach of thoſe who aimed at it, 


they would have acted, and ſeized upon the perſons of the 
magiſtrates and judges, and then, after having opened the 


priſons to increaſe their forces, proceeded to Parliament, 


armed with their pikes, to preſent their petitions for reform 
at the point of them, which they might conceive would have a 


more graceful appearance than if done in any other manner. | 
With reſpe& to the rank and conſequence of thoſe concerned 


in the preſent conſpiracies, he had no heſitation in declaring 
it as his opinion, that the Societies who appeared to ſtand for- 
ward in the buſineſs, were but the tools and inſtruments in the 
hands of others more intelligent and more powerful, who art- 
fully kept themſelves behind the curtain, and, themſelves con- 
cealed, played off their,puppets upon the Public. His Lord- 
ſhip juſtiſied the conduct of the meetings held in the year 1759 
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| from any imputation of treaſon and diſloyalty, and denied char 


they bore reſemblance either in their object or their means of 


| attaining it, to thoſe meetings made the ſubject of the preſent 


Report. Though never at one of them himſelf, and but little 
acquainted with them, he could lay down that poſition. No 


man at any of thoſe meetings held the ſtrong language that 
had been held in the more modern Societies, as ſtated ih their 


own papers printed in the Report then under conſideration. 
No man talked of reſorting to arms, or relying upon them= 
ſelves and their own rules, with utter contempt of the autho- 


rity of Parliament and the moſt ſolemn acts of the Legiſla- 


ture. With regard to the argument of the Noble Earl, thar 


danger was to be apprehended from the, publication of thoſe 
plots, by means of the propoſed Addreſs, he denied the argu- 
ment altogether. There might indeed have been ſome danger 


on one of the grounds ſtated by the Noble Earl, if the Addreſs 
had been in any degree perſonal, but there could be none, 
worded as the Addreſs was, in a general manner alluding to 
notorious facts, but ſtudiouſly avoiding to allude to perſons 
now under progreſs to trial. Neither could it terid to inſpire 
the French with an idea that a ſtrong party in their favour 


exiſted in this country, and to ſhew how much he differed 


from his Noble Friend in his conception of the effect of the 
conduct of Government in this meaſure, he would endeavour 
to make a ſpeech for Barrere upon the principle ſtated by the 
Noble Earl. Barrere, in his opinion, would addreſs the Na- 


tional Convention and his auguſt and bare-breeched hearers in 


ſome what like the following terms: This is a molt unfortu- 
« nate diſcovery in England, unfortunate in point of time, 
and equally unfortunate in its probable conſequences; our 
4 friends are ſtopped in their career, and the reſult is to us 


diſaſtrous in the extreme, ſince it proves that ninety-nine 


out of a hundred are decidedly in favour of the Govern- 
ment and Conſtitution of their country.” Fg | 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe again to explain. He faid he 
had lived too long, ſhort as was his political experience, to 
look for any thing like political conſiſtency in almoſt any cha- 
racter living. He read an extract from the Duke of Rich- 
mond's letter to Colonel Sharman, to prove that men no lower 
in rank, in conſequence, than his Grace, had, on the ſubject 
of Parliamentary Reform, uſed as ſtrong language as any that 
had been uſed in the circulatory letters of the Correſponding 
Societies. The ſame obloquy that had been caſt on theſe So- 
dieties, had been caſt during the American war on thofe who 
then ventured to oppoſe the meaſures of Government, as 
would be gecollected by ſome of their Lordſfips; fimitar 


charges 
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charges in particular had been been ſtated of their carrying on 
a correſpondence with the enemy. 


| The Lord Chancellor drew the diſtinction which he con- | 


ceived clearly marked the extreme difference between the meet. 
ings in 1780, and thoſe of the preſent day. Had the latter, 
like the former, contented themſelves with mere words, and not 
proceeded to ſomething more, to overt acts of treaſon, it was not 
to be conceived that the Executive Government would not in one 
inſtance as in the other, have paſſed them by in ſilence but 
when the con was known to every man, not only from 
the Report, but from the general and public notoriety of the 


fact, ſurely Government was not to be accuſed of tardineſs, 


who had uniformly applied the remedy as the diſeaſe appeared, 


and who had only delayed the laſt decifive meaſures, until fur- 


ther heſitation might have involved them in the dangerous 
ſituation of having actual inſurreQion to reſiſt. With reſpect 
to the Report itſelf, there were one or two points only to 
which he intended to allude. It had been aſſerted, by the 


Noble Earl, that the treaſonable deſigns were artfully coupled 


with the meeting of the Britiſh Convention in Edinburgh, by 


Rating that this was the firſt ee of them. And he had 


argued againſt the falſity of this poſition, by reminding them 


of the meeting of the Convention of 1792. That Conven- 


tion was by no means ſimilar in proceeding to that held in 


1793. It did not wait for Delegates from other Societies; it 
did not avow an intention to overawe the Legiſlature; and, 


what was moſt material of all, it did not prepare arms and 
avow a deſign to ſubvert and overturn the Government. His 
Lordſhip defended the Report as conſiſtent, grounded in the 


faQts it ſtated, and both proper and juſtifiable according to the | 
Report of the Houſe of Com- 
had not ſeen it, but he ſhould imagine 


evidence. With regard to 


mons, he declared, 
it was pretty much the ſame as that of their own, unleſs the 


Committee of the other Houſe had before them evidence adduced } 
which had not been brought before their Lordſhips' Committee. 


With regard to the other point, that of Mr. Hamilton Rowan 
and Mr. Simon Butler, as coming over from Ireland to Scot- 


land, as Delegates from the Society of United Iriſhmen, for | 
the purpoſe of attending the Britiſh Convention, the Com- 


mittee, equally ignorant of what might have been the motives 
or intentions of thoſe Gentlemen in viſiting Edinburgh, had 
guardedly ſtated, that they appeared inthe Convention. If there 
were other perſons who had better ſources of information, he was 
ſorry it was not known to the Committee; he for one would 
only ſay, that had he been aware that the Noble Earl, from his 


Formation, 
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ſormation, and throwing particular light upon the buſineſs, as 
he ſeemed to be from his ſpeech, he would have adviſed the 


Committee to have intreated the Noble Earl's attendance and 


aſſiſtance. In like manner too, if they had thought the Noble 
Lord could have given them better information on this ſub- 
et, they ſhould, certainly have deſired him to amend their 
Report-- CAN PAULA e x6 Ws | 

7 he Earl of Lauderdale ſpoke: once more in explanation ; he 


SJ - 


| id, he certainly ſhould perſiſt in maintaining, that imperfect 


and vague charges againſt perſons under accuſation, and 
ſanctioned by that Houſe, were much more prejudicial to them 
than a fair and complete ſtatement of their ſuppoſed offences; 
becauſe if the latter was given, every man could make up his 
mind impartially on the ſubject, whereas he could not do ſo 
from” partial inſinuations, ſuch as the Report contained. 
With regard to infinuations of another ſort, which the Noble 
and Learned Lord had thrown out againſt him perſonally, 
about his ſources of information and connexions with thoſe 
Societies; Tt was well known how totally groundleſs and falſe 
they were; the Noble and Learned Lord knew that to be the 
caſe; and as often as he choſe to indulge himſelf in bringing 
them forward, he would treat them with the ridicule and con- 
tempt they deſerved. There was not an action of his life he 
would not gladly have known to every one of their Lordſhips; 
and his character and conduct were too well known to the 
Honſe and to the country, and too firmly eſtabliſhed, to be 
ſhaken by any inſinuation that could fall from the Learned 
Lord, who, when he contended with him upon law, treated 
him with wit; when upon matter of fact, with inſinuation. 
The whole of his knowledge reſpecting Mr. Rowan and Mr. 
Butler's vifit to Edinburgh, was drawn from the Reports of 
both Houſes, and from the general notoriety of what eyery 
man in Scotland knew as well as himſelf. Bk 

© The Lord Chancellor, in explanation, declared, that he meant 
no inſinuation whatever with reſpeCt to the Noble Earl; nor 
could he conceive any reafon why, upon the mention of the 
names of Mr. Hamilton Rowan and Mr. Simon Butler, 
the motives of whoſe journey to Scotland the Noble Earl 
ſeemed to be aware of, he ſhould imagine that he meant 
any thing like a perſonal or offenſive alluſion. Though the 
cauſe of thoſe Gentlemen's viſit might be known to every per- 
to him. n 12 ; 1 | 

The queſtion on the Addrefs was put and carried without a 
qiriſion; and ordered to be ſent to the Houſe of Commons for 
their concurrence. ff 35 Ol 


Vol. IV. 0 0 wes Lard 


lon. in Scotland, he aſſured the Noble Earl it was not known 


7 i 
2 ” A 2 > * 
ne SG 1 * 9 — 
* — > —— 8 
as 34 anda to a IN 
* * _—— Hue k we” * * * 8 wo — 
1 = - 


r ered 
Jo 
2 


ane <1 


—— — 
* 


r 
of „N he = . 
n R ee oi 0 n ———— 8 — — . - 
IIS 8 - E "EO + ä ST II ESE Og ts . . . 5 — 
——— . IZED — ns —o.. . Ce TT OE: r 
— + Kev, = r — S fs : 
. : pF = — _ * * ee os © ke ** * PR 


hk l 
$8 
4 
1 
mn 
WNT». 
4K 4 
vo 
* 
* 


% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: [Connony, 
Lord Grenville gave notice, That he would on Tueſday the 
17th, move the Th 


vices in the Mediterranean, —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIPAY, June 13, 


| There being only fifteen Members preſent, they neceſſuily | 


ſeparated, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
SATURDAY June 14. 


Sent a Meſſage to the Commons, that their Lordſhips would 


further proceed in the Trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. on 
Monday the 16th. 
The Penitentiary Houſe 


and ordered back to the Commons. —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, June 14. 


Received a Meſſage from the Lords, that their Lordſhips } 


would proceed further on the. Trial of Warren Haſtings, Eiq. on 


Monday the 16th. „ 
There being only three Members preſent, they ſeparated. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Monpay, June 16. 


After their Lordſhips' return from the Trial of Mr.Haſtings | 
it was moved, That their Lordftups be ſummoned to attend 


their duty in the Houſe on the 17th —Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| MonDar, June 16. 


An Addreſs was ordered to be preſented to the King, u 


make ſome proviſion for the Chaplain of the Houſe. 


The printing of the Journals was ordered, and 12001, for the | 


expencè, and alſo for the expence of printing Reports, Bills 
and Papers for the Houſe. | 


Ar. Secretary Dundas preſented the Militia returns, which 
ADDRESS | 


were ordered to be laid on the Table. 


hanks of the Houſe to Admiral Lord Hood, 
and the Officers and Men under his command, for their ſer. | 


ill was read a third time, and | 
ſome amendments propoſed by the Lord Chancellor, paſled, | 
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Two of the Judges brought up an Addreſs from the Lords 
to his Majeſty, upon the Second Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee, to which they defired the concurrence of the Com- 


mons. Weg 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after the reading of the Ad- 
ireſs, propoſed, that it ſhould be conſidered in the Order of 


mw IMPEACHMENT OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer Fave notice, that, as the 
charges againſt Warren Haſtin ſq. for High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanours, were now cloſed, he ſhould to-morrow make 


azpers for their conduct of the Impeachment. 
SECOND REPORT OF 'THE SECRET COMMITTEE. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer e = up various 7 wake 
by way of Supplement“ to the Second Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, which were read. They contained a letter 
from Charles Grey, Eſq. Member of that Houſe, to the Right 
Hon, William Pitt, incloſing others, figned by Mr. Daniel 
Stuart. The purport of this communication from Mr. Grey 
to the Miniſter was, to ſhew there had not been any commu- 
| MF nication between the Society of the Friends of the People, 
1ps of which Mr. Grey was a Member, and that Convention 
on which was held at Edinburgh, after the proceedings of that 
8 Convention bore the appearance of violent intentions, ſuch as 
» HF ififting on Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, &c. 
me Report of the Committee ſtated the propriety of commu- 


nicating the 3 s to the Houſe. 

Ar. Grey ſaid, that he bad received a letter from Mr. Skir- 
ning, on the ſubje& of a Parliamentary Reform; that letter 
te had ſhewn to one or two friends, but as the Society could 


required for an anſwer, he ſent one from himſelf, ſtating, that 
a Member of the Society, the Earl of Lauderdale, was then 
in Edinburgh, with whom the Secretary to the Scottiſh Con- 
rention might communicate. Mr. Grey defended the Society 
from correſponding with the Secretary of the Britiſh Con- 
vention, and thought it extremely ſtrange that this letter, in 
Saran of the others, did not appear on the face of the 
eport. 8 | 1 1k : 
Ar. Sberidan ſaid, though he well knew when the Order of 
So gi ſhould be moved, 127 the purpoſe of taking the Second 
art o 


the Report of the Secret Committee into conſidera- 


(* Vide the Appendix to this volume, p. 184. ; 
J 4 - tion, 


a motion, that the Thanks of that Houfe be given to the Ma- 
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tion, that there would be an opportunity of diſcuſſing the 
contents of the papers juſt read, yet he could hot omit that 


opportunity of ſaying a few words, which naturally ſuggeſted 
themſelves on hearing the Supplement read. Having the ho- 


nour of being a Member of the Society of the Friends of the 


People, he might, he believed, without the imputation of 


vanity, fairly ſay, that he was no ſtranger to that truly re- 


ſpectable body: Feeling himſelf warranted in this aſſertion, 


he could not help declaring, that the part of the Supplement 


which related to that Society, was of a nature the moſt un- 
candid; to ſay the beſt of it, it was done in a careleſs manner. 
In the firſt place, it contained three letters, ſigned by Mr. 
Stuart; the firſt written in May, the ſecond in the middle of. | 
October following, and the third in the latter end of the ſame | 
month, and all in the year 1793. If. Gentlemen would only | 
attend a little, they would find, on the ſlighteſt examination, 
that theſe three letters were written by Mr. Stuart in his indi- 
It was eaſy to ſee, 
from the tranſactions of that Society, and from a letter in 
that very Supplement, that when Mr. Stuart acted in his offi- | 


vidual, and not in his official capacity. 


cial capacity, he always ſaid, © Signed by order of the Com- 


mittee,” Dan, Stuart, Secretary to the Friends of the People. 
Independent of this, the language of thoſe three letters, 


which he had juſt mentioned, was of itſelf ſufficient to con- 


vince the Committee, that it was the language of a perſon 
acting from himſelf. He maintained, that there appeared in 
the Report ſomething like an intention to inſinuate, that there 
exiſted between the Society of the Friends of the People, and 
that of the Convention at Edinburgh, a connexion from be- 
ginning to end; whereas it appeared that no ſuch connexion 


7 


had exiſted further than while that, Convention profeſſed ta } 
Bo ah This was 

evident from the whole tenour of the letters of Mr. Stuart, 
the Secretary to the Society of the Friends of the People, 
ſigned by him, and written by him as a private gentleman, 
and not in his official capacity, directed to Mr. Skirving at 
Edinburgh. No correſpondence was continued after April 
1793. A vote of thanks was, indeed, ſent in May, to the 
Delegates of the Scotch Convention ſor their collateral endea- | 
vours to procure à Parliamentary Reform ; but the vote 
of thanks was ſent in common with others, to the ſeveral 50 
cieties inſtituted for that purpoſe. The Scotch Convention 
was compoſed of Gentlemen eſteemed both for their rank, | 
qualities, and education; but when it changed its title, 
and admitted other people, all intercourſe ceaſed. He con- 
tended, that it was not fair to charge the Society with the w_ | 
Fs | tents 


have nothing in view. but a Reſorm in. 
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tents of a letter; expreſſing the ſentimens of a private gentle- 


man; but at the ſame time he muſt ſay, that, from the letters 
themſelves, there was not to be extracted a ſentiment which 
any man of honour need be aſhamed: of; and from what he 
knew of Mr. Stuart, he would ſay, it was not likely that he 
ſhould be engaged in any thing that could call for the ſuſpicion, 
of the Committee, or the cenſure of that Houſe. If minif- 


ters had any doubts on this ſubject, he wiſhed to know Why 


they did not ſend for, and examine Mr. Stuart: If they had 
done ſo, every doubt and ſuſpicion would have been cleared up 
at once. He did not think that any part of this buſineſs merited 
much attention, further than that it proved the inattention 
of the Committee who formed the Report, without making the 
diſtinction between the formal ſignature of Mr. Stuart, as Se- 
cretary. tot the Society, and that of his name as a private 
gentleman, to a letter expreſſive of his on ſentiments in the 
abſence of the Society. From this inaccuracy in the Report 
in one part, he could not think favourably of the whole of it; 
but he muſt again ſay, he ſaw in the letter nothing that any 
well⸗wiſner to the Conſtitution of this country ought to be 
aſhamed to avow. The inference then to be drawn was, that 
it convinced: him more and more of the caution with which 
the whole of the Report ſhould be received; for if the Com- 
mittee ventured to place ſuch a paper as the prefent before the 
Houſe, which certainly called upon every Gentleman in it, 
who belonged to the Society to which it referred, and who, 


however unimportant the matter, muſt feel themſelves called 


upon to detect every error that preſented itſelf, what muſt it 
be with reſpect to the other parts of the Report? He was 
ſorry for having troubled the Houſe ſo long on a point that 


was ſcarcely worthy of notice; but he thought he could not, 


in juſtice to the Houſe, ſay leſs. There was another letter 
written by Mr. Stuart, which he hoped the Committee had not 


ſound, becauſe, if they had found it, the Committee muſt be 


convinced, that Mr. Stuart ated merely as an individual; 
ſince in that very letter to which he alluded, the writer openly 
acknowledges, that he acted from himſelt alone in that cor- 


reſpondence with Mr. Skirving. If the Committee had 


rere A. he was certain they ſhould have givea it a place with 
the ref, 22 TE” | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer entered into a defence of the 
Pecret: Committee, and- inſiſted that they could not have ated 


otherwiſe than they did,  confiſtent with their duty. Thoſe 
letters ſigned by Mr. Stuart, were found upon Skirving when 


be was apprehended. The Hon. Member (Mr. Sheridan) had 


charged the Committee with careleſſneſs; if the Hon. Mem- 
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ber would reflect a little, he would find that the epithet was 


very improperly applied. When the Supplement was drawing 
up, he was ready to confeſs, that the Committee entertained 
ſome doubts as to thoſe letters; for they did obſerve, that 
ſome were ſigned by Mr. Stuart, with the addition of “ Se. 
cretary to the way of the Friends of the People, and that 
others were not. ow did the Committee act on that occa- 


fion? In the moſt candid and commendable manner in his 


opinion. Thoſe which ſeemed to be written by Mr. Stuart in 
his individual capacity, they inſerted merely without any com- 


mentz and yet, when they compared the language of thoſe | 
letters with that of the official ones, the reſemblance was fo 


ſtrong, that it was difficult to ſay what line of diſtinction 
thould be dran; eſpecially when it was conſidered, that they 


came from the pen of a Secretary, who was high in the con- 


dence of the Society. 
The Hoh. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had mentioned a letter 


written by Mr. Stuart to Skirving, which that Hon. Gentleman | 


ſaid, he hoped the Committee had not found: He ſaid ſo, per- 
haps, becaufe he was pretty certain the Committee had found 
it, but they did not think proper to infert it. That letter was 
written in anſwer to a letter which Mr. Stuart had received 


froia Mr. Skirving in October laſt, immediately previous to 
the meeting of the Britiſh Convention in Scotland; the latter | 


had expreſſed a very earneſt wiſh, that the Society of the 
Friends of the People in London would ſend a Delegate to the 
Britiſh Convention. Mr. Stuart, in reply, informs him, in 
the firſt place, that the notice was too ſhort; that moſt of the 


Members of the Society were out of town; that it would 
be neceſſary to call a Committee, in order to call a General | 
Meeting; that ſuch a thing was not in his power; he only | 


acted as Secretary, and that his correſpondence with Mr. 
Skirving was merely that of an individual. He had, at the 


ſame time, ſpoken to ſome of the Members, and that one of | 
them, a Noble Lord (Lauderdale), was at that time in Edin- | 


burgh ; he did not doubt, however, if Mr. Skirving conſulted 


his Lordſhip, that he would receive him with all that politeneſs | 
which belonged to his character. The Chancellor of the E- 


chequer ſaid, he could not conclude without making one ob- 
ſervation, that Mr. Stuart; in one of thoſe very letters, ſup- 
poſed to be written by him in his official capacity, defires Mr. 


Skirving to tranſmit to him the Edinburgh Gazetteer, a paper 
which contained the debates and proceedings of the Britiſh 


Convention, and to charge it to the account of the Society of 
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Mr. Sheridan declared, that his objections to the ſuppreſſion 


of that letter were not removed. Mr. Stuart, in his correſpond. 
| ence, whenever he wrote vain, 


1 
the People, but he did not 

appear in that character 71 reſpect to the letter in queſtion. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he could not help obſerving, that even dates 
were perverted for the avowed purpoſe of involving facts that 


ſigned himſelf © Secretary 
to the Society of the Friends o 


| had not the leaſt relation to each other. He challenged the 


Right Hon. Gentleman, and all thoſe who acted with him, to 
produce a ſingle inſtance in which the Society of the Friends 
of the People in London had held any communication with 


the Scotch Convention, or under whatever name it afterwards 


aſſumed, ſave and except once, and once only, and that was 
in 1792, when a number of Gentlemen, amongſt whom were 
to be found characters of the firſt reſpeQability in that part of 
the en aſſembled at Edinburgh, for the NN of ob» 
taining a Reform in Parliament. The views of thoſe Gentle. 
men were limited to that object only, and did not extend to 


| Paiverſal Suffrage, or Annual Parliaments. They tranſmitted 
| to the Society to which he had the honour of belonging, a 


copy of Reſolutions that had received their concurrence, the 
receipt of which was acknowledged by the Society of the 


| Friends of the People aſſembled at Freemaſons' Tavern. It 


was true, that in May 1793, ſhortly after he had the 
bonour of making a motion in that Houſe for a Parliamentary 


Reform, the Society of the Friends of the Drople, in conſe- 


quence of the failure of that motion, addreſſed the different 
Societies embarked in the ſame cauſe, and encouraged them to 
perſevere in the object of their purſuit till it was attained. 
This addreſs was of a general nature, and directed to all. Why 
then wreſt it from its true character, and apply it to the Britiſh 


| Convention alone ? It was by no means candid ſo to ſtrain the 


nature and meaning of that letter; nor did he expect that it 
would have been ee but it was eaſy to fee for what pur- 
poſe theſe alarms were caleulated. | 


Mr. Grey next called the attention of the. Houſe to the 
| em in order to ſhe that the Committee, at the very 


view, could not but be convinced, that the three letters, 
ligned by Mr, Stuart, without any addition to his name, were 
written in his individual capacity; and, that if they even 
ſhould be ſo far miſtaken at the firſt view, as to ſuppoſe th 
were written in his official capacity, that the letter to which 


bis Hon, Friend (Mr. Sheridan) had alluded, and which the 


Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledged to be 


in poſſeſſion of, the Committee would have ſet them right. 
He wiſhed to know what was the meaning of the RO | 
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a8 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; [Common 
that letter. At the ſame time he did not wiſh, by any means, 


to have it underſtood, that he was anxious to draw the diſ- 
tinction between Mr. Stuart in his official and individual ca- 


pacity; if theſe unauthoriſed letters from Mr. Stuart contained 


nothing more than what he had juſt heard read, he declared he 
was ready to ayow every ſentiment which they contained. 

Mr. Lambton ſaid, when the Firft Part of the Report was 
brought up, he read it with all the attention in his power; he 
felt himſelf upon that ground authoriſed to ſay, that he was 
not induced to pay the moſt implicit faith to the contents of it 
In many inſtances he found the facts, ſtated as they were in the 


| Report, did not lead to the deduCtions of the Committee; but 


in the preſent inſtance, witli reſpect to the Society of the Friend: 
of the People, it was plain to what a dilemma the Committee 
were driven: And again, if the letters written by Mr. Stuart, 
in his individual capacity, were written in his official, what did 
they contain? Did they encourage the Britiſh Convention to 
go to the lengths they went? By no means; on the contrary, 
they breathed the language of moderation IK 
Major Maitland declared that he ſhould not have ſpoken is 
the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, were it not for an alluſion 
that had been made to a noble relation of his in one of Mr. 
Stuart's letters. There was no perſon who had the honour of 


being admitted to the acquaintance of that Noble Lord 
(Lauderdale) who would venture, he preſumed, to take any 


Improper liberties with his name, as that Noble Lord had not 
Jent his name to any wild plan of Parliamentary Reform, ſuch 
as annual Parliaments, univerfal ſuffrage, &c. he admitted only 
thoſe to his confidence that he found worthy of it. He affured 


the Houſe, that his noble relation had not any confidential in⸗ 


formation what the intentions of the Britiſh Convention were, 
nor had he any communication with its Members. He was 


applied to by Mr. Skirving, and refuſed his countenance, ob- 


ſerving, that he feared from the character of certain perſons 
admitted as members from London, ſome violent meaſure might 
be introduced; the Noble Lord conjured the Convention there- 


fore to be cautious, preſcribing, at the ſame time, a perſeverance | 
in their efforts to effect a Parliamentary Reform on conſtitu- 


tional grounds, but entreating them alſo to perſevere with 
temper and moderation, as well as firmneſs, and not aim at 
objects, which even if attained, might lead to extremes, which 
every conſiderate man muſt wiſh to avoid. ? 
Mr. Francis wiſhed that Mr. Stuart's letter to Mr. Skirvings 
which the Committee had omitted, ſhould be read, as he under- 
ſtood it was a ſhort one, and as the Committee were in pole 
fion of it. The letter was accordingly read. Mr. Francis 
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commented on it, in order to ſhew, that if it had been inſerted, 
it would have ſaved the Houſe much time in diſcuſſion, as it 
would at once ſeparate thoſe articles which the Committee 
{eemed- anxious to confound, LET 

Mr. Sheridan roſe to explain. He pointed out ſeveral arti- 
cles which appeared to be confounded with reſpect to dates, and 
ſaid that as ſo many miſtakes in the Report had been detected, 
the Houſe: had a right to diſbelieve the whole, and thus the 
Report was of no value. He could not adviſe Mr. Grey to 
practiſe caudour, becauſe, judging from the implications and in- 
inuations-made in their Report, he could not promiſe him a 


return of candour from the Committee. For his part, he 


could diſcover no impropriety in either of Mr. Stuart's letters; 
nor ſhould he, were they written under his direction, be afraid 
of any conſequences, or aſhamed to diſavow them. He ſaid 
there were three untruths in the Report, which conſiſted in 
the account of the meeting of the Society, and the letters writ- 
ten by Mr. Stuart on the 23d of July and the 29th of October. 
He was ſorry the Committee had ſeen the letter which ex- 
plained the innocence of the Society, becauſe it betrayed the 
malice or the negligence of the Committee; and therefore, for 
their honour, he wiſhed it had been never ſeen. The reafon 
for the intentional omiſſion of this letter was aſcribed to a de- 
licate regard for the reputation of a Nobleman incorporated in 
that Society. [The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he was 

miſrepreſented. ] He had really ſo underitood the Right 

Honourable Gentleman; and if he was deceived, requeſted 
lome cogent reaſon to be aſſigned for the omiſſion of the 

letter in queſtion. The ſuppreſſion of it was certainly remark- 

able; for if any doubts were entertained of the Society's collu- 

lon, it would have been but honourable to have examined the 
Secretary. The Secretary, however, not having been exa- 


mined, and parts of the Report being ſo inaccurate, he declared 


he had but a bad opinion of the reſt of the batch. 
The Attorney General roſe to notice certain inadvertencies 


which dropped from Mr. Sheridan in his ſpeech; after having 


touched on each, he ſaid in reply to Mr. Francis, that if that 
Honourable Gentleman knew nothing of the proceedings of 
the Britiſh Convention, he ought not to give his vote that 
evening, and that in regard to him the Committee had miſpent 
their time, He commented on Mr. Stuart's letters, for the 
purpoſe of ſhewing, that the language of thoſe letters would 
amount almoſt to a proof, that they were not written by Mr, 
Stuart in his individual capacity” © ; 
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Mr. Francis explained: He ſaid, he ſhould certainly give 


his vote, and that the Learned Gentleman had not anſwered | 


his charge. | 
The Speaker informed him, that if the Learned Gentleman 
had not expreſſed his opinions with preciſion, he ought to be 
called on to explain. 5 Ky 8 
Mr. Whitbread, jun. ought the Learned Gentleman had 
not ſucceeded. He noticed th 
ture of the perſonal and the official letters, adverted again to 
the miſtatement of the Committee, and again demanded why 
they did not proceed to an examination of Mr, Stuart, which 
would have illuſtrated the whole affair? If they had been in. 


clined to exculpate the Society, or even to deal candidly with | 


it, the familiarity of the ſtyle of Mr. Stuart's unauthoriſed 
letters alone would have been confidered a ſufficient elucidation, 
Mr. Dundas diſclaimed all idea of going into diſcuſſion of 


the Report; he therefore congratulated the Houſe, the Country, | 


and Magiſtrates of Scotland, on the converſation which had 
taken place that night. "The reſult of that converſation afforded 
a full anſwer to all the calumny, which had been ſo induſtri- 
ouſly circulated againſt the Court of Juſticiary for their lauda- 
ble diſcharge of their duty, ſince it manifeſted that . thoſe very 
Gentlemen, who had been moſt forward in cenſuring the 


Magiſtracy of Scotland for their conduct with reſpect to the | 


Britiſh Convention, ſeemed now to be anxious only to fly from 


any implication-with the members of that Britiſh'Convention. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he retained, in their full force, all the ſenti- | 
ments he had expreſſed on the conduct of the Magiſtrates of } 


Edinburgh upon this ſubject; and he wiſhed to know by what 


authority the papers of Mr. Skirying had been ſeized. he being 
clear it was illegal to ſeize them at all, if- the perſon poſſeſſing 
them was not charged with High Treaſon : He hoped ſome in- 


formation would be given on that ſubject at a future day. He 


Mould not, Mr. Fox ſoid, have troubled the Houſe at all on 
the topic under diſcuſſion, had it not been for the ſentiments | 
expreſſed by the Secretary of State; by what he had ſaid he | 
had conveyed an. idea, that no Society ſhould be allowed } 


to exiſt, if its'principles were difavowed by all parties in that 


Houſe; that was a doctrine to which he never could ſubſcribe. | 
There had been many Societies to which he ſhould be ſorry to 
belong, and whoſe principles and profeſſions he could not afſent | 
to, yet whoſe exiſtence was ſtrictly legal and conſtitutional: | 


He was an enemy to the idea of thus blaming any Society in 


the lump; it was a conduct that was not warranted by the 
The 


ſpirit of our Conſtitution. 
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The Supplement to the Report was then ordered to be laid 


on the Table; and to be printed. EE 
2 THANKS TO LORD HOWE. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid he ſhould not have occaſion to 


trouble the Houſe with many words upon the ſubject of which 
he had given notice ſome days ago. What he alluded to, was 


| the event of the engagement in which Lord Howe had gained 


ſo glorious a victory over the enemy: The general joy and 
tranſport in the minds, and expreſſed in the actions, of the pco- 
ple, made it unneceſſary for him to dwell on the general 
grounds of the motion with which he intended to conclude 
every man felt enough in his own breaſt upon that occaſion. 


He could not, however, help faying, that the victory he had 


mentioned, was as complete as any which the annals of our 
hiſtory could boaſt, if not more ſo. The victory was the more 
ſignal, as the enemy had no pretence to fay that they were 
overpowered by ſuperior force; it was well known, that, in 
conſequence of the ſquadron detached from the grand fleet, 


it was rendered inferior to that of the French. It was there- 


fore owing to the coolneſs, intrepidity, and naval ſkill of 
Lord Howe, that this decided advantage was gained over the 


| enemy, The two fleets had, in fact, contended for ſeveral 


days; and the victory was the reſult of ſkill, united with 


courage. It was the ſkill of the Noble Earl that enabled 


him to make the formidable attack which he did upon the 
enemy, which gave him the advantage, and which termi- 
nated ſo gloriouſfly to this country. It commenced on the 
28th of May, and ended on the iſt of June. In many other 
engagements there had been officers who could not have a 
ſhare in the triumph ariſing from the victory of the day, the 
officers and commanders not perhaps agreeing as well as could 
be wiſhed ; but here was to be ſeen only one heart and one 
affection; one uniform ſcene of valour in commander, officers 
and men; not one blamed the conduct of the other; all joined 


in one career of glory, and the loweſt man in the fleet thought 


himſelf the conqueror of the enemy. There was another cir- 


cumſtance connected with this ſubject, which he could not 


help adverting to; it was honourable to the national character 
of Britain; it was deſcriptive of its humanity : In the hour of 
conqueſt, and when the fury, which was engendered by the 
natural heat of fo violent an action, was ſcarcely over, among 
the firſt of the exertions of the Noble Lord, and thaſe who 


| fought under him, he .manifeſted an anxious care to ſave the - 
crew. of a ſinking enemy's ſhip, perhaps on the very day and 


moment that the National Convention of France were paſſing 
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a decree to give their enemies no quarter. Thus Great Zr; 
ſtood particularly illuſtrious and contra-diſtinguiſhed from 

ſanguinary foes: 'Theſe were points ſo clear, that he ſound it 
unneceſſary to dwell upon them; they had made, they mut 
make, a deep impreſſion on that Houſe and on the Public. 
Perhaps he might be permitted to ſay one word more upon the 
character of the Noble Earl who had thus ſignalized himfclf, 
He was witneſs to the converſation Which was held between 
Miniſters and this Noble Lord, when he took the command of 
the fleet, and then the ardour he expreſſed by his words, looks, 
and geſtures, for a man at his time of life, were extraordinary, 


—'The keenneſs of his diſpoſition, the fond hope he expreſſed | 


of meeting the enemy, and the confidence he had of bein 
victorious, were ſuch as made it no matter of ſurpriſe when 
the account came of the reſult of the engagement : He was 


therefore happy in that opportunity of bearing teſtimony to 


the nautical character of Lord Howe, who took the command 
of the fleet with all the fire of youth, and who had miſſed no 
opportunity of bringing the enemy to action. He flattered 
himſelf, therefore, that if any who heard him, or any who 
might hear what then paſſed in that Houſe, had been led t 
harbour ſuſpicions on the conduct of the Noble Earl, or hal 
expreſſed any thing that might be ſuppoſed to proceed from 
doubts of his charaQer, they would candidly allow that they 
had erred in judgment, and learn to be: cautious in ſpeaking 
{lightly of the character of a great commander. It was eaſy to 


cenſure the commander of our grand fleet for not beating the 


enemy, but a commander could not be always ſure of meeting 
that enemy. He muſt, however, impute this diſpoſition to ſe- 
vere criticiſm to the national character; we teſtified a general 
impatience if, after the commencement of a war, we had been 
any conſiderable time without manifeſting our ſuperiority at ſea, 


At no dne period of our hiſtory had we, he ſaid, been in ſo 


iavourable « ſituation as at preſent, with regard to the itrengti 
of our naval force; nor at any time had we in ſo ſhort a ſpace 
of time taken ſo much from the enemy. He entered into 


tome detail of the captures we had made of French armed 


veſſels, amounting in all to 118; 25 of which were ſhips ct the 
line, that we had burnt and deſtroyed. He concluded with 
moving, „That the thanks of the Houle be given to Admiral 
% Earl Howe, for his able and gallant conduct in obtaining 2 
< dritliant and decifive victory over the French fleet, on the 
« -firit of June inſtant.” 8 85 

Mr. Fox roſe to give his hearty aſſent to the motion before 
the Houſe. He declared, he had no doubt of the ſpirit, acti- 


vity, kill, talents, or patriotiſm, of the Noble Earl: However 
in 
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in political queſtiotis he might have the misfortune to differ 
from him, there was not a man in that Houſe, or in the 
country, who had given higher ſatisfaction in all his profeſ- 
ſional life than the Noble Lord had; he therefore never heard 
a motion which had his approbation more decidedly than the 
preſent. He had uniformly believed, that if the Noble Earl 
ſhouid not engage the French fleet, it would only be becauſe 
he had no opportunity of doing ſo. That Noble Lord had, to 
his knowledge, been engaged in the ſervice of his country at a 
time when faction was extremely high, and, under all the 
difficulties that naturally aroſe under ſuch circumſtances, he 
maintained his character for ſpirit; ſkill, and talents, fo as to 
make it impoſlible for any rational manto ſuppoſe that he would 
not meet an equal force of the enemy at any time. Having 
ſaid this in mere juſtice to the character of the Nobleman who 
was the deſeryed object of our admiration, he muſt then ſay, 
he could have: wiſhed that the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
brought the buſineſs forward, had not brought extraneous 
matters before the Houſe, under the convoy of this victorious 
fleet, and that he had not blended points on which opinions 
were divided with thoſe on which there was, as there ought 
to be, perfect unanimicy : Such conduct, on the part of the 
miniſters, would, on any. other occaſion, call for his animad- 
verſion, but on this he ſhould not ſay any thing that might, by 
the moſt perverſe conſtruction, be ſuppoſed to diminiſh the 
glorious unanimity of the day. With regard to the brilliancy 
of the victory, he ſubſcribed to every word that had been ſaid 
in praiſe of it; nor were the obſervations that were made on 
the humanity diſplayed on the occaſion at all miſplaced. This 
added to the numerous proofs we found in the hiſtory of bat- 
tles, that true valour and humanity were nearly allied; and 
he hoped to God they would for ever remain inſeparable 
compamons 1n every Briton's breaſt. Of this victory he ſhould 
lay nothing more, than that he rejoiced in it as much as any 
man in England could rejoice in it; and that, conſidering it 
in a defenſive view, it was extremely important to this coun- 
try, as well as glorious. He could not, however, help ſay- 
ing, that if, at an early period of the war, any man had ſaid 
that this was a matter then ſo doubtful, that on its happening 
it would be conſidered as a matter of great triumph, and to be 
rejoiced at as an event not to be expected, ſuch a perſon would 
have been confidered as making ute of a very delponding ob- 
lervation. He rejoiced in this victory, not on account of its 
being beyond his hopes in the beginning, but on account of 
the comfortable reflection ariſing out of it, for it had ſaved us 
SEL = from, 
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from the poſſibility, and removed our apprehenſions, of an 
invaſion from the French; and if it was made proper uſe of by 
Adminiſtration, for the wiſe and rr purpoſes of pro- 
curing peace, it would then be indeed a bleſſing to this coun- 
try. Ik turned to the purpoſes of peace, then we ſhould have 

reaſon to rejoice, then it would be as ſolidly uſeful as it was 
unqueſtionably brilliant; more ſo, perhaps, than this coun- 
try ever knew at any period of its hiſtory. If, on the con- 
trary, it was made uſe of for the impracticable object of de- 
ſtroying the government of France, though its brilliancy 
ſhould remain, its utility would ceaſe. ſhould ſay no 
more upon this ſubject; he ſhould not touch on the points 
which he could have wiſhed the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
paſſed over, becauſe he was extremely deſirous there ſhould 
not only be an unanimity in the vote, but in the language alſo 
of that Houſe on this occaſion; he verily believed that would 
have a good effect on the Public; he ſhould, therefore, only 
ſay, he never gave a vote in his life with more complete and 
heartfelt ſatisfaction than the preſent; firſt, as to the Noble 
Earl under whoſe command the victory was gained; next, as 
to all the officers and men who acted under him, for he pre- 
ſumed it was to be extended to them all: A vote, he believed, 
never paſſed that Houſe, that was followed with more general 
and cordial concurrence throughout this country. 

Mr. Stanley approved highly of the motion, which was put 

and carried with loud applauſe. | | 
Ordered, that the Speaker do communicate the ſame to 
Admiral Earl Howe. 9 | 

Mr. Secretary Lundas then moved, That the thanks of the 
Houſe be given to the reſt of the officers, ſeamen, marines, 
and ſoldiers. 2 . 

Agreed to nem. con. | — 

Mr. Secretary Dundas alſo moved, That an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give directions that a monument be raiſed to the 
memory of Captain Montague, in the collegiate church of 
St. Peter, Weſtminſter, and that the Houſe would make 
good the ſame. Agreed to nem. con. | | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas then gave notice, that on Thurſday 
the 19th, he ſhould move the thanks of the Houſe to another 
Admiral. 155 | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he ſuppoſed the Right Hon. Gentleman 
alluded to Lord Hood ; and if that was the caſe, on that day 
he ſhould think it his duty to advance his reaſons why he 


ſhould oppoſe that vote. 
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HE SECOND REPORT OF THE SECRET COMMITTEE, 


The Order of the Day being read, for taking into conſidera» 
tion the Second Report of the Secret Committe, | 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That the Houſe do 
agree with the Houſe of Lords in their Addreſs to his Majeſty. 

The Addreſs being read a ſecond time, _— 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, after the full con- 
ſideration which had been given to the former Report of the 
Secret Committee, and the additional information contained 
in that upon the table, it would be unneceſſary for him to go 
into any detail of particulars which had been already diſcuſſed, 
or to detain the Houſe any longer than to make a few obſerva- 
tions upon what the Houſe had juſt heard read in the Supple- 
ment to the Second Report. The Committee, before making 
up their Report, had taken every opportunity in their power 
to obtain the beſt and moſt ample information that they poſ- 
ſibly could obtain, and had ſpared no pains in endeavouring to 
arrive at the truth, by which means they had been able to pro- 
duce ſuch a chain of informatjon and proof, as would not fail 
to convince all who choſe to give attention to the ſubject, that 
what the Report contained was an accurate and fair ſtatement 
of facts, well founded, and of the greateſt importance. The 
materials on which the Committee had grounded their Report 
of an exiſting conſpiracy in this country againſt its conſtitution 
and government, were partly collected from verbal evidence, 
and partly from the books and papers of thoſe Societies which 
had 1 moſt active and induſtrious in maintaining and pro- 
pagating thoſe deſtructive doctrines, ſo much and fo juſtly re- 
8 by every Engliſhman and every friend to his country. 

eſe materials had furniſned them with ample means of 
proving not only the exiſtence of a conſpiracy againſt the State, 
but of its having exiſted for a conſiderable time back. 

From its firſt origin, to the period when it was fortunately 
at once diſcovered and fruſtrated, an uniform ſyſtem had been 
purſued; and the evidence contained in the Report clearly 
ſhewed, that whatever difference of expreſſion, or difference 
of appearance, it might aſſume at different times, the object 
was to overturn the conſtituted authorities of the country, and 
to overawe and take poſſeſſion of the functions of Parliament, 
and completely to deſtroy the conſtitution in all its branches. 
All this, as would appear evidently by the Report, was to be 
done through the means of a Convention formed, and to be 
conducted, upon principles ſimilar to thoſe of the National 
Convention of France, and as certainly calculated to produce 
in this country all the atrocities and ruin which the French 
Convention had produced in that. This Convention was to 
i | have 
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have poſſeſſed what was called the collected will of the peo 
and was to be the organ of the public will, which, as the {oy 
reign will of the people at large, was declared. to bee 
foundation of the Government, and, as they were pleated + 
ſay, of every Government. To illuſtrate this intention 

forming a National Convention upon the plan of +4 

Franee, it was only neceſſary to look at the Report, » 
to the proceedings of thoſe Societies, particularly to 2: 12h 
which contained Barrere's Reports to the National Con cs 
of France. They had recommended to the peruſal o 
followers an elaborate treatiſe of Barrere's, recommen 
the exerciſe of the power of the people, and that ſy{i-:; 
which denied the authority of lawful legillation, and the in 
olability of the ſovereign. At different periods, though tis 
main deſign was never departed from, different pretences lat 
been aſſumed by thoſe Societies, and amongſt the laſt, and 
that which they had thought the moſt plauſible, was that of 
Parliamentary Reform. This, they had ſaid, they were to 
obtain by petitions to Parliament; but if that mode failed, 
they had likewiſe reſolved, and pre-determined, that other 
and ſtronger meaſures were. to be adopted to effect it; and 
thus, in caſe of a failure in their pretended object, after 
having petitioned, they had made every neceſſary preparation 
for aſſembling a National Convention, which was to have ſuch 
efficient force and authority as would totally annihilate every 
other exiſting power in this country. From the proceedings of 
what was called the Britiſh Convention at Edinburgh, and the 
connexion and correſpondence between that Society and thoſe 
in London, it was clear beyond diſpute, that the whole ſyſtem 
was an uniform adoption and imitation of French princip!:s, 
an endeavour to introduce them into this country, with the 


hopes of producing ſimilar effects, and an avowed declaration, 
that univerſal repreſentation, and every revolutionary mode of 


fubverting the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of this country, was the 
grand and only object of their conſpiracy and plots. That 


their intention was to overawe the Parliament was evident 


from the time they had pointed out as the fitteſt for aſſembling 
their Convention. It appeared by the Report. that if Parlin- 
ment paſſed certain acts, which they had ſome dread might 
happen, then they were to meet in Convention, and take by 
force what redreſs they might think proper by this organ of 
the public will, which they themſelves had created. In ar- 
ranging and carrying through their plans, they could be traced 
from one ſtep to another, all along proceeding upon the fame 
iyſtematic imitation of French principles and French meaſures, 
till at laſt they had the audacious preſumption to enter into 3 
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correſpondence all over the country, for the purpoſe of conſi- 
dering of the moſt proper place to appoint for this Convention 
to aſſemble at. Various objections had been made, in the 
courſe of this correſpondence, to different places -propoſed z 
but, by a minute attention to the Report, it would be found, 
that all the diſpute had been about the place, not about the 
purpoſe for which this. Convention was to be called together. 
Early in the proceedings of the Convention, the Houſe, 
by the Report of the Committee, ſaw that they had 
France for a model, and the Convention was conſtructed 
accordingly. It next became enlarged in its views; and as it 
diſcloſed them, the Houſe ſaw that they imitated the ſubdivi- 
fon of France, the Committee of Finance of France, and the 
honours of the fitting. "The foundation, the ſyſtem of this 
Convention, demonſtrated that the members hoped to lay 
down a model and rule for future Conventions; and had no- 
thing leſs in view than ſomething that ſhould repreſent every 
corner of the kingdom. They had alſo Committees of Emer- 
ency, and Committees of Obſervation; and when diſperſed 
bythe laws of Scotland, they appointed Committees of Obſerv- 
ance to watch over the acts of the Legiſlature, and had pro- 
feſſed a deſign for aſſembling another Convention. When 
| ſome of the Societies agreed to co-operate, Gentlemen ſaw, 
by the Report, the moſt violent diſputes about terms; and 
that one Society ſhrunk with horror dee the proceedings of 
the other. Circular letters had been written and received, 
and a Convention agreed upon, at the ſame time that Secret 
Committees acted in both Scotland and this country; but the 
place of meeting was concealed until the Secret Committee 
ſhould find it prudent to give notice to the delegates. It ap- 
peared that circular letters had been ſent all over the kingdom, 
to the moſt remote places, and that the ſame mad project had 
been cheriſhed equally, wherever that connexion was kept up 
with thoſe Societies in the metropolis. h 

Having gone over many of his arguments on the former de- 
bates on this ſubject, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, if, 
after all that had appeared in the Firſt Report, all that had 
come out fince, and after the ſtrong and incontrovertible evi- 
dence that this conſpiracy had exiſted, and was ſyſtematically 
carried on for a length of time, and that its objects were, the 
ſubverſion of Government, the annihilation of the authority. 
and functions of Parliament, and the complete deſtruction of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, any further proofs were wanting, he 
would only deſire Gentlemen to look into the two or three laſt 
pages of the Report, where all theſe points were ſo decidedly 
and clearly ſet forth, as to baniſh every doubt that could poſſi- 
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bly have been entertained on the ſubjet. There was ſtill one 
thing more upon which it was neceſſary to ſay a few words, 


and that was, that all this could not have been done, nor any 


of their plans carried into execution, without force; and that 
it was their intention to have uſed force, no man could doubt, 
who read the papers contained in the Report, which not only 
proved the intention, but the aCtual ſtate of preparation in 
which they were on this head, as well as how much their 
activity in planning their meaſures was exceeded by the extent 
of their execution of the means for carrying them into effect. 
There had been ſome Hon. Gentlemen, who, when the 
temporary ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus ACt was propoſed, 
had doubted theſe fats; they had, however, at the ſame time 
allowed, that if they had ſufficient proofs of their exiſtence, 
they would be as ready to agree to the meaſure then debated, 
as they were to oppoſe it at that time. This, he thought, was 
the time when they ought, and, he truſted, would retra& 
what they had ſaid of their former doubts; of this he was 
ſure, that if the Report on the table could not produce from 
them that acknowledgment, nothing that he could ſay would 
have any effect. Having obſerved that the proceedings of thoſe 


Societies were ſo much reprobated, and particularly by all the 


real friends to reform, and every one being at more pains 
than another to diſclaim all connexion with them, he could 
not imagine that a difference of opinion exiſted in that 
Houſe reſpecting their objects, or the means by which they 
had intended to obtain them, and therefore he truſted, there 
would be an unanimous vote for the addreſs to the Throne, 


teſtifying their abhorrence and dread of the proceedings which 


had been going forward; and likewiſe their ſteady attachment 
to the conſtitution, and determination to give every aſſiſtance, 
and uſe their utmoſt exertion to preſerve it inviolate from the 
deſperate attacks that had been made upon it. He concluded 


by moving, That the Houſe do agree to the Addreſs voted | 


« by the Houſe of Lords.“ | 

Mr. Lambton deſired the attention of the Houſe, conceiving 
himſelf alluded to in an obſervation which had fallen from the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid, that he expected ſupport from thoſe who 
had declared their readineſs to afford that ſupport, provided 
they had any proof of the collecting of arms. He had not, 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, ever promiſed his ſupport upon thoſe 
terms preciſely; but had declared, that he was ready to give 


his ſupport if they could produce the collection of arms to any 


dangerous amount; and that promiſe he was ready to fulfil, 


whenever ſuch a fact ſhould be clearly made out. He my 
| 101 
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for his own part, a warm friend to inveſtigation, as leading to 
the diſcovery of the truth. For this reaton it was, that laſt 
ear he had ſeconded the motion made for the appointment of 
2 committee to inquire into the exiſtence and cauſes of thoſe 
riots and diſcontents, which were ſuppoſed to have exiſted 
throughout the country, apd which were made the pretext 
of calling out the militia, He could not, however, but dif- 
fer greatly in opinion from the Right Hon. Gentleman on the 
reſent occaſion, becauſe he ſaw nothing in the Report, nei- 
ther had he heard any thing in the debate on the ſubject, that 
warranted the meaſures which his Majeſty's miniſters had 
taken, and ſeemed till inclined to purſue. When the firſt 
Report, brought up from the Secret Committee, was pre- 
ſented, he oppoſed the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act 
grounded thereon, becauſe he conceived the Report did not 
juſtify ſo ſtrong and violent a meaſure. He was ſorry to ſay, 
that in like manner he felt himſelf equally under the neceſſity 
of oppoſing the addreſs propoſed, becauſe he could not con- 
ceive that the Second Report, any more than the Firſt, could 
juſtify the proceedings. He was certainly ready to admit, 

that in the Second Report there was ſomething like an a 
pearance of ſedition; nay, there were ſome acts ſtated, which, 
if true, approached very nearly to what might be termed trea- 
ſonable. But he could not be brought to approve of the mode 
in which theſe , ſeveral ſtatements were printed. He repro- 
bated, and he ſaid he ever ſhould do, the mode of ſelecting 
partial extracts from letters of individuals, and books of Socie- 
ties, and making them charges and accuſations againſt particu- 
lar perſons, as it implied a doubt of the effect; nor could he 
think the mode of printing certain words and paſſages in capi- 
tals and italics altogether fair, as if doubtful oy a fair appeal to 
cool and unbiaſſed judgment in its deciſion, but endeavouring to 
influence the paſſions, by pointing out partial views, on which 
they were to examine the ſubject. Upon a ſimilar mode of 
proceeding it was that Algernon Sydney replied to the infa- 
mous judge before whom he was tried, * That if quota- 
tions were ſuffered to-be ſo mangled and diſguiſed to anſwer 
party purpoſes, he would prove, from the Bible itſelf, that 
there was no God.” Thus it was in the preſent inſtance 
this method of partial printing might tend to influence the 
minds, if not of that Houſe, perhaps of thoſe courts of juſtice 
before whom the preſent objects of perſecution were about to 
appear, Partial extracts, unaccompanied with any overt af, 
Mr. Lambton contended, would not be admitted as criminat- 
ng evidence in any court of juſtice, and were inadequate to 
ſubſtantiate any charge of treaſon; what, therefore, would 
"43 | not 
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not be admiſſible evidence in any court of juſtice, ought not, 


conſiſtently with the principle of juſtice, to be admitted in that 
Houſe. When he looked at the preſent Report, garbled as it 
Was, Mr. Lambton confefſed, he could not but feel an incli. 


nat on to ſee how a Report thus conducted would appear, of 


the proceedings of a Society, in which the Right Hon. Gentle. 
man oppoſite to him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had 
taken ſo active a part; or another Society, the York Aſſocia- 
tion, of which his friend, the Rev. Mr. Wyvil, was ſo conſpi- 
cuous a member; or he ſhould like to ſee the letter written by 


his Grace the Duke of Richmond ſo garbled; and he had no | 


doubt but that in them would be found expreſſions, at leaſt 


equally ſtrong, if not as treaſonable, as thoſe of the preſent | 
day. There was likewiſe another publication which he had 


by aczident laid his hands upon; he meant the Addreſs to the 


People of England, by Mr. Northcote, in which he read pal- | 


fages that alluded to three or four royal robbers, who conſi- 


dered blows as ſometimes better than words, and others ofa |} 
like tendency. In the late adminiſtration of Lord North, ſuch. 


a garbling of teſtimony upon any ſubject would neither hare 
been attempted nor borne ; and to ſupport this aſſertion, Mr. 


Lambton read ſome extracts from a publication of the Rey, | 


Mr. Locke, ſtating, that the fortreſs of corruption was not to 


be ſubdued by a war of tropes and figures, but by hardy blows. } 


This, according to modern interpretation, might have been 


conſtrued into an excitement to take up arms; yet Lord 


North, though ſtruggling with the torrent of popular diſappro- 


bation, occaſioned by the calamities brought on by the Ame- 


rican war, had no recourſe to meaſures ſo violent as thoſe 


which have characteriſed the adminiſtration of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman. Mr. Lambton ſaid, Lord North knew he had to | 
deal with men framed of © ſterner ſtuff;” ſuch men as Saville } 
and Rockingham were not to be ſo treated. With reſpect to 
the facts themſelves, as ſtated in the Report, upon which the 
preſent motion was grounded, he could not avoid a few com- 
ments. In the very beginning of the Report, the circum- } 
ſtances attending the ſuppoſed conſpiracy were ſtated to be 
extravagant. If, by this term, it was meant to ſtate them 
abſurd and impoſſible, how could the miniſter juſtify the ſuſ- 


- 


call them wild and extravagant, whence aroſe the pains taken 


throughout the whole of the Report, to prove them regular | 


and ſyſtematical ? 


Another circumſtance was worthy remark ; while the Com- 


mittee profeſſed to trace the origin of theſe conſpiracies, how 
C VVV e BEL I 3. © 1 
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penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act upon the ſuppoſition of 
danger? if, on the other hand, by the term it was meant to 
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was it that they proceeded to ſtate facts which were of a recent 
date? or why were they thus forced in, out of their natural order 
of time and place? The certain fact was, that it was ſuppoſed 
that few or none would have patience, or perſeverance, to 
wade through the whole of the voluminous Report: It was 


therefore thought adviſable to drag a few ſtrong facts for- 


wards, out of their natural order of time and place, in order 
that they might ſatisfy ſuch as were too indolent to read the 


whole through. 


In the third page of the Report, the plan for providing | 


arms for the purpoſe of enforcing the deſigns of the Societies, 
was termed a general idea; yet directly afterwards it was 
ſtared, that the matter was diſcuſſed only by a few, and that 
only when the general meetings were broken up, and a few 
ſelect members only left behind. Upon the ſubject of procur- 
ing arms much had been ſaid, and what were thoſe arms? 
Not eighteen thouſand, as might have been ſuppoſed, but 
eighteen pike-heads, ten battle-axes, and twenty blades, un- 
finiſhed. This was the mighty force that was to overthrow 
the conſtitution, to annihilate the Parliament, to deſtroy his 
Majeſty! Meetings were ſaid to have been held at Paiſley for 
the purpoſe of practiſing arms; yet at Paiſley no arms had 
been diſcovered. Why, he aſked, did not the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſuppreſs this formidable conſpiracy when he firſt 
knew of its exiſtence? What merit was due to a man, who 
could wink at a petty miſdemeanour till it grew up to a felony ? 
who would ſay, that ſuch an individual could be acting upon 
the principles of juſtice? The Right Hon. Gentleman, with- 
out having ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus Act, without this ex- 
traordinary addreſs to his Majeſty, had it in his power at any 
time to have cruſhed this formidable conſpiracy; two regi- 
ments would have deſtroyed it even in its gigantic maturity z 
but that would not have anſwered the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man's purpoſes; in ſuch caſe, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
would not have obtained the petty tribute of popularity which 
was the ſole object of his aim. The circumſtance of coupling 
the Society of the Friends of the People with the other Socie- 
ties, deſerved the ſevereſt reprehenſion, and could only be 
done with the infidious deſign of defaming them, and leſſen- 
Ing them in the eyes of their countrymen. What charge was 
there attempted to be exhibited againſt them ? Or of what uſe 
could they be poſſibly made in eſtabliſhing the treaſons ſupe. 
poſed to exiſt? If it was ſaid that thoſe letters were found 
upon Mr. Skirving, then he deſired to know why the whole 
of them were not publiſhed, and why they were thus ſcandal- 
oully garbled to anſwer a particular purpoſe ? If rebellion were 
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the body with ſores; he was confident, however, there was 
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to rear its head to-morrow, where could it be ſuppoſed the | 
other members of that Society would rally but round the con- 
ſtitution? It might be ſaid that a ſlight ſcratch might cover 


ox? 16. 
to give ev 
which it 1 
of the arn 


no danger to be apprehended from the inoculation in the Sir N. 
Engliſh, with the pernicious pur of French principles. The mind upo 
fituation of the two countries was entirely diſſimilar: In niſter, uni 
France, the ariſtocracy oppreſſed the poor; in England it was decret Cc 
not ſo. If the ariſtocracy of this country were to join the | dong wit! 
Crown for the purpoſe of oppreſſing the poor, there might what ſurp 
then perhaps be ſome danger; but the people of this country | ſteps ſoon 
were too well attached to the conſtitution to ſuffer it to be be repret 
overturned by ſuch. wild and extravagant ſchemes as thoſe Wl 191 an 
ftated in the Report. No man would be more forward than ther foreg 
he to take up arms in defence of the conſtitution. He had quences o 
pledged himſelf to accord with the meaſures of Adminiſtra- | Ar. 4 
tion, provided they brought forward any evidence to prove | ſpirit of | 
that the conſtitution was in danger. It was his duty, he ſaid, WW Þ-ncemer 
to ſtate that he ſaw no danger whatever, and, notwithſtanding | chiefs wh 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, however unfaſhiona- WM £19 of 
ble the language he might make uſe of, he ſhould, without ſde of the 
apprehenſion, diſcharge his duty according to his conſcience, } Mr. M. 
and in ſuch a manner as he conceived to be moſt conſonant to nleges of 
the intereſt cf thoſe who had ſent him to repreſent them in themſelves 
rhat Houſe. For theſe reaſons; he diſapproved of the addre!s, Wl bon. 
and ſhould give it his negativgee. BJ pitch whic 
Serjeant Watſon roſe to vindicate the courts of juſtice from owe rer E 
the miſrepreſentations of the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke lait. WM env tt 
Courts of juſtice, the Learned Serjeant ſaid, he had no doubt Wi ſeſſion ind 
would diſcharge their duty correctly and faithfully ; they would law nothin 
reaſon upon the inuendoes; they would take into conſidera- ranted any 
tion the whole of ſuch ſeditious papers as ſhould be ſubmitted perſons hac 
to their judgment, and decide according to the nature and U caſe th 
tendency of the documents before them. Why then ſhould any oth 
that Houſe proceed in a different manner from that which 2 | mon. 
court of juſtice would follow? The Learned Serjeant ridi- mi Bur 
culed Mr. Lambton's idea of waiting till the arms had been } erg it 
increaſed and diſtributed, and the conſpiracy had acquired a } ound as ey 
ſtrength and confiſtency too firm to be reſiſted. He alluded to the conſtitt 
the riots in 1780, adverted to the alarming conſequences | pikes had b 
which might reſult from want of timely prevention, applauded | tent that or 
the wiſdom of the Committee, and concluded with giving his en _ 


hearty aſſent to the motion. | i 
Mr. Robinſon confeſſed himſelf an alarmiſt, yet declared he 3 he was 
thought it unfair that inſtances to prove the diſaffection of ore feelin 


England ſhould be brought from Scotland. He was willing 8 the 
e = | | to eme ſtrony 
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to give every degree of credit to the Report of the Committee 
which it merited, but he really did not think that the buſineſs 
of the arms had been at all clearly made out. 

Sir Wathin Lewes declared, that he had never made up his 
mind upon the propriety of the ' meaſures purſued by the mi- 
niſter, until after having catefully read the laſt Report of the 
Secret Committee; but that was ſo ſtrong as to render him, 
dong with others, an alarmiſt, and that read, he was ſome- 
what ſurpriſed that Adminiſtration had not taken thoſe ſtrong 
eps ſooner. He owned himſelf to be a friend to a reform in 1 
the reprefentation of the people; but when he found that 3 L108 
reform and revolution were ſynonimous terms, he would ra- FILE 
ther forego his wiſhes for the former, than riſk the conſe- 
quences of the latter. | . | 

Mr. Alderman Newnham congratulated himſelf upon the 
ſpirit of prophecy with which he had ſpoken at the com- 
mencement of the ſeſſion. He had early foreſeen the miſ- 
chiefs which had taken place in the country ; and ſpoke his 
opinion of them, without any expectation from party on either 
ide of the Houſe. | | 

Mr. Martin conceived it to be one of the conſtitutional pri- 
nleges of this country, that Britiſh ſubjects might provide 
themſelves with arms, particularly for their defence in caſe of 
mafon. He hoped, he ſaid, we were not yet come to that 
pitch which precluded us from expreſſing our ſentiments, 
however erroneous thoſe ſentiments might be. He did not 
conceive that the mere fact of a man's having arms in his poſ- 
| ſeſſion indicated any act hoſtile to the conſtitution; and he 
law nothing in the Report, on the ſubject of arms, that war- ; 
ranted any further inference or deduction, than that ſome 
perſons had provided themſelves with arms for their defence, 
in caſe their rights, property, or lives, might be attacked 
by any others. He might be miſtaken; but that was his opi- 
nion. | | | 

Mr. Burdon obſerved, that, from the conduct of our brave 
ſeamen, it was clear that the heart of this country was as 
ſound as ever: If the intent of theſe Clubs were not hoſtile to 
the conſtitution, he could not aſſign any reaſon why 4000 
pikes had been ordered, and he wiſhed to know to what ex- 
tent that order might be carried? Mr. Burdon applauded the 
wiſdom of the Report, and the manner in which it was 
worded. He was, for his part, no orator, and he lamented 
that he was not ſo, that he might expreſs his ſentiments with 
more feeling on the occaſion. He had been in hopes, after 
hearing the Firſt Report, and ſtill more after the Second, that 
lome ſtronger meaſure would have been adopted by his Ma- 
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jeſty's miniſters, particularly at that period of the ſeſſion, or 
that Parliament would have been kept together in caſe of any 
thing dangerous happening during the time for which he now | 
found they were to be prorogued. He hoped, as this was 
the laſt debate that probably would take place, that ſome 
means would be provided to enable miniſters at a ſhort notice 
to call the Houſe together to give their advice in caſe of emer. 


gency. 


Mr. Far faid, he ſhould have been happy; if he could have | 


given his vote in favour of this addreſs. . Various aſſociations 


had certainly been formed ; ſome of them for laudable pur. | 
poſes, and others for purpoſes perhaps not ſo laudable. He 
fhould have conſidered the addreſs with more ſatisfaction, if 
he had been perſuaded that the effects of it on the perſons | 
who were its declared objects, would be ſuch as Gentlemen | 
who ſupported it ſeemed to expect. With regard to the per- 
ſons who had formed themſelves into aſſociations with views 
more or leſs laudable, as far as their views were to be judged | 
of from their original profeſſions, it could not be ſuſpected | 
that he had any partiality to influence his opinion. Partiality | 
could be derived only from a general concurrence of ſentiment, | 
favour ſhewn, or ſupport received. 'Thoſe perſons, however, 
among many other important inſtances of ſignalizing them- | 
- ſelves, had always been diſtinguiſhed as his perſonal and poli- 
tical enemies. They were alſo, the greater part of them, the 
very perſons who had ſupported that ſyſtem of power againſt } 
which he had always contended; they were the perſons who | 
ere lately, ſupported the preſent miniſ- 

ter; who had lent their utmoſt aid to bring him into power; 
and who, by their preſent conduct in oppoſition to him, con- 
tributed more to promote his meaſures than by their former 
ſupport. In the diſcuſſion of public queſtions, much as he 
regretted when it was his misfortune to differ from thoſe witl 
whom he had the happineſs of mos long lived in habits of 
itutional principles, he 

| was not to be governed by perſonal feelings or political kindneſs. | 
He was not then to debate whether or not there were ſome } 
perſons who entertained principles and favoured deſigns hoſtile 
to the eſtabliſned Government of the country. At all times 
there had been ſuch perſons, and ever would be under any } 
poſſible ſyſtem. Was it not notorious, that, during the reigns | 
of the two firſt Princes of the Houſe of Brunſwick, there ex- } 
iſted, not a few inconfiderable perfons, but a party of great 


had at all times, ti 


intimacy, or generally agreed on con 


weight and influence from numbers, rank, property, and 


character, not merely entertaining, but actively proſecuting, 
deſigns hoſtile to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion as eſtabliſhed in 


that 
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that Houſe? But had the beſt bulwarks of the conſtitution, 
and the moſt valuable defences of our rights, been ſuſpended 
on that account? No; the good ſenſe of the people at large, 
and their obvious and avowed attachment to a ſyſtem, the 
tactical effect of which they felt to be the promotion of their 
Eppineſt rendered fruitleſs the ſyſtematic hoſtility of that party. 
On the decline of that party, by whatever name it might be 
called, other diſaffected perſons, with the ſame, or perhaps other, 
views, naturally aroſe. How this new party acted in 1784, 
it was unneceſſary for him to mention. Gentlemen could not 
but know, that the ſyſtem of vilifying Parliament, ſo ſucceſſ- 
fully purſued at that period, muſt have produced a very great 
elfect, and perhaps been the immediate cauſe of all thoſe pro- 
ceedings which they were called upon to repreſs by ſuch extra- 
ordinary meaſures as were ſuggeſted at preſent. The queſtion 
to be debated was naf the exiſtence of diſaffected perſons, but 
whether what they did was ſufficient to call for or warrant a 
departure from the ordinary courſe of adminiſtering the Go- 
rvernment. Were not the laws againſt ſeditious or treaſonable 


practices in full force? and was not the general diſpoſition of 


the people loyal and zealous to ſupport the conſtitution ? What 


more was neceſſary 1 
The French, by their abuſe of liberty, had brought libe 


| itſelf into diſrepute; he therefore warned the Houſe again 


the fatal error of bringing the conſtitution into contempt with 
the people, 'by teaching them, that it was of itſelf inadequate 
to any emergency, that it poſſeſſed not vigour to oppoſe the 
leaſt attack, that it held forth the ſemblance, and not the ſub- 
ſtance, of protection. In diſcuſſing queſtions of war or alli- 
ances, they were told, that it was the prerogative of the Crown 
to declare war and conclude treaties, and that Parliament was 
not to interfere with the exerciſe of that prerogative, but to 
puniſh miniſters in caſe they abuſed it. Was it not equally 
the prerogative and the duty of the Crown to puniſh all 
attempts againſt the conſtitution by the regular courſe of law, 


and the province of Parliament to animadvert on miniſters if 


they negleted or betrayed that duty? No reaſon could be 
alledged for deviating from the ordinary mode in the one caſe 
more than in. the other. Why then were they called upon to 


| fake the lead, and give a previous ſanction to meaſures, which 


it was their duty only to ſuperintend, to controul, and to 
check, if they appeared.to be inexpedient or e e What, 
after all, was expected from their addreſs? Profeſfions of loy- 
alty, Surely, ſurely, the Houſe of Commons had better 
means of manifeſting their loyalty than by profeſſions. Pro- 
felſions they kad already given in abundance, and they were 

Vor, Iv. | Rr not 
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not in this inſtance to give. material advice; they were onl 


called upon to witneſs facts, to affirm their belief of the exiſt. 
ence of a conſpiracy, which were already in iffue an the trial 
of the perſons committed as accomplices in that conſpiracy. } 
Was it for the purpoſe of expreſling their loyalty that that ad. 
dreſs was to be voted ? Certainly not! Was it for the purpoſe | 
of advice? No ſuch thing! It was a re-conveyance from that 


Houſe to the Crown, whereby the Houſe was made to volun. 


teer as a witneſs of their own accuſation! The Secret Com- 
mittee were to repreſent their belief of the facts, and were 

brought by that means to give evidence upon theſe facts, upon 
grounds as infamous, perhaps, as thoſe which influenced | 
the trial of Mr. Walker of Mancheſter. Thus was that 


Houſe ſounding the trumpet of alarm throughout the coun- 


try louder than was ever done in any former inſtance, at 
any former period. 'The papers in the Report on which the | 
addreſs was founded, were many of them the compoſition of 
miniſters : Of the authenticity of ſuch papers, neither the Houſe | 
nor the Secret Committee had any knowledge of their own. 
The effect of the addreſs could only be to publiſh the opinion 


of the Houſe, that the conſtitution was in danger. 


He had flattered himſelf, that the day on which they had 
voted thanks for a great and glorious victory, atchieved by the | 
united zeal and valour of every officer and ſeaman in our fleet, 
would not have been choſen as the day to ſound alarm. That 
victory, he truſted, would have baniſhed every idea of inva- - 
ſion from the enemy, the only circumſtance that could give | 
colour to danger from diſaffected perſons at home; and he 
had hoped that Lord Howe had not only conquered the French 
fleet, but re-conquered the Habeas Corpus Act. Although the 
cauſe of alarm was gone, the effect, however, ſtill remained. 
What were the numbers of thoſe perſons from whom ſo much 
was dreaded, and what their quantity of arms, even as ſtated | 
in the Report? Too inſignificant ſurely to act by open force. | 
But they talked of a Convention. What was the magical in- } 
fluence of that word, that, if any ſet of people were to meet, 
and call themſelves a Convention, the whole nation muſt be 
undone? Were they to form their Convention, and atterapt | 
to exerciſe any authority contrary to law, the neareſt juſtice } 
of peace, he was fully convinced, as he had ſtated in a former 
debate, might eaſily diſperſe them. Their converſations about } 
arms too it appeared were all private. They were not held in 
their public meetings, but by a few perſons after the other 
members were gone. They did not venture to truſt the ſecret | 

þ thoſe whom they expected to uſe ; 
them. The people, he believed, who had thus aſſociated, 
Fl 22 1 | 
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were not diſcontented in general with the Government of this 
country, but with the adminiſtration of that Government. 
Yet it had been miſrepreſented, as if, inſtead of preferring a 
better to a worſe adminiſtration of Government, their diſcon- 
tents had been levelled againſt all governors whatever. Who 
were thoſe men againſt whorh theſe extraordinary efforts were 
directed? Were they formidable from their numbers, their 
property, ar their eng, It evidently appeared, that 
they had no connexion with France, nor had been aided by 
French money: It was equally clear, that they were not con- 
nected with any party in this country. 5 

Between the former ſtate of France, ſaid Mr. Fox, and the 
ſtate of this country, there was as little reſemblance as be- 
tween what had happened there and what was apprehended 
here. There was not in this country that wide ſeparation of 
rich and poor, without any intermediate claſs, which too ge- 
nerally prevailed in France. The revolution in France was 
not begun by the lower and inconſiderable orders of the peo- 
ple. It was an aſſembly, uniting in it much of the rank and 
property, and perhaps the greater part of the talents, of the 
kingdom, that commenced the French revolution, and over- 
turned the ancient government. Such men as compoſed ſome 
of the dreaded Societies in this country, had riſen to power in 
the progreſs of that revolution, but they were utterly incapable 
of beginning it. He was glad to find that more ſtreſs was laid in 
the Report on what had been diſcovered in Scotland, than on 
the diſcoveries made in England; both on account of the na- 


tural predilection which every man felt for the part of the 


country in which he was born, and becauſe it was a complete 
anſwer to the deſperate propoſition with which the Houſe had 
been threatened, of introducing the Scots laws into England. 
Under the mild ſyſtem of Engliſh law, ſo effectual had expe- 
rience proved it to be, thar proofs of ſedition were hardly to be 
found; under the rigorous ſyſtem of Scots law, ftill exiſting 
in full force, ſedition had grown up, and ripened into rebel- 
lion, Such was the fair inference from the Report; and the 
converſe of the argument might be alſo true. The rigour of 
the Scots law might bave tended to raiſe ſedition. Might not 
there be many men in Scotland who, like himſelf, would feel 
but little intereſted in preſerving a ſyſtem of government under 
which they ſhould be expoſed to ſuch treatment as appeared in 
the caſes of Muir and Palmer ? In ſuch diſcuſſions as were 
neceſſarily occaſioned by the late proceedings in Parliament 
there might be much miſchief. In attachment to the conſti- 
tution, he would not yield to any man; he was however ats- 
tached to the ſubſtance and vital ſpirit, not merely to the 
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form. The ſubſtance and vital ſpirit was political freedom. 4 


Convention, and reſiſtance to the form in favour of the ſpirit | 


of the conſtitution, had reſcued our anceſtors from impending 


ſlavery, and ſeated the Houſe of Brunſwick on the throne, It 


was the right of the people to meet; it was their right to dif. 


cuſs their private or political affairs. "Theſe rights were. f- 
cred, and eſſential to freedom. If they were invaded and ſup.. } 
preſſed, the conſtitution might be reduced, without a ſtruggle, 
to a level with thoſe of other countries, which, perhaps, once 
reſembled our own, and of which the forms had not long ſar. } 
vived the ſubſtance. He was therefore ſorry when he ſaw the | 
people called from that attention which they ought always to 
pay to the Adminiſtration of the Government, to alarms for 
the exiſtence of the Government itſelf: And he believed 
the old faction he had mentioned in a former debate, by | 
whatever name deſcribed, had uniformly purſued the ſame | 
plan of throwing all power into the hands of the Crown, and 
fpreading a falſe alarm of danger from one quarter to cover a } 


real danger from another. 


Of Conventions, as a general term, Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould } 
only obſerve, that they might be innocent; they might be eren 
meritorious. It was the ſacred and undoubted right of the 
people of this country to aſſemble, and to give their opinion 
on grievances properly alledged. If that right was withheld } 
or denied, the conſtitution of this country might gradually | 
fink into ruin, without one blow being ſtruck. He was ſorry | 
that ground ſo general was taken in the preſent debate, and 
that the attention of the Houſe and the People ſhould be di- } 
verted from topics, if not more important, at leaſt more imme- | 
diate. It was, in his opinion, the work of the old Tory fac- | 
tion in this country to raiſe an alarm, and to exhibit, as 4 
weapon of danger, the only conſtitutional means which could 
be reſorted to in caſes of extremity. A caſe might be ſup- | 


bad be means of prevention; and the true anſwer to all that 
ad been ſaid about ſuffering the miſchief to grow to a 2 


won in which it would be the duty of the people, aſſembled } 
y their delegates in Convention, to call upon Parliament to 
do what Parliament would not do of itſelf, Was it not then 
the height of madneſs to blunt the weapons, and diſcredit the | 
means, to which Parliament muſt reſort in ſuch an emer- | 

EG He would not quote the reſiſtance made to King 
James, as an example to prove that the Prince on the throne | 
might at any time be refiſted. How then, it would be aſked, | 
was the obedience of the diſaffected to be ſecured ? The la- 
had provided for the puniſhment of the diſaffected, whenever 
diſaffection ſhewed itſelf in any of their acts. That was the 
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To put the law in force, was it neceſſary for the Houſe to de- 
clare that they believed in the exiſtence of a conſpiracy againſt. 
the Government on evidence which they ſhould have been 
aſhamed: to liſten to? At the Lancaſter aſſizes, Mr. Walker, 


and other perſons, were charged with a conſpiracy, which, if 


true, would have amounted to treaſon. The evidence, it was 
feared, would not be ſufficient to make out the charge of trea- 
ſon; but on the principle adopted under ſome of the Stuarts, 
it was thought that it might be ſufficient for a charge of a leſs 
heinous nature, and they were indicted for ſedition. The _ 
witneſs, when he came to be examined, was ſuch a witneſs 
that the counſel for the proſecution themſelves were aſhamed 
of him; they confeſſed their own feelings on the occaſion, and 
the defendants were honourably acquitted. Had Parliament 
before that trial declared their belief in the conſpiracy with 
which thoſe gentlemen were charged, a jury, prejudiced and 
miſled by ſuch a declaration, might have found a verdict of 
Guilty, on the teſtimony of a witneſs, who, in the common 
courſe of law, was held to be unworthy of any credit. Much 
horror and remorſe, he conceived, mult thoſe who adviſed the 
proſecution have felt in ſuch a caſe; and although they might 
have obtained a remiſſion of the ſentence, they could not have 
repaired the injury done to the defendants. For theſe reaſons 
he objected to that part of the addreſs which declared the 
belief of the Houſe in the conſpiracy, and ſhould move to leave 
it out. He objected alſo to the declarations of loyalty as un- 
neceſſary, but ſhould not vote againſt them. | 
An argument had been urged to which he ſhould not at- 
tempt an anſwer, v:z. that the Second Report from the Secret 
Committee being ſtronger than the firſt, the ſecond, by the 
rule of three, would juſtify a ſtronger meaſure ; and the ſuſ- 
7880 of the Habeas Corpus Act having been voted on the 
rſt, there could be no objection to voting an addreſs, ſome- 
thing not ſo ſtrong, upon the ſecond. This mode of reaſon- 


7 


ing, though very diſputable in logic, was concluſive in num- 


bers, and therefore he ſhould not divide the Houſe on the 
amendment which he meant to propoſe. The party who go- 
verned France at preſent had uſurped their power, and ſtill 
maintained it, by the alarm of numerous royaliſts exiſting in 
that country, an alarm as falſe as the alarm of numerous re- 
4 in England. The principle in both caſes was the 
lame. By propagating the alarm of republicans here, miniſters 
obtained powers that would not have been granted, and drew 
around them the ſupport of perſons who would not have voted 
for their meaſures under any other circumſtances. He ſhould 


got caſt any blame on the preſent proſecutions, nor againſt any 
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other that may be found neceſſary. He wiſhed the miniſter 


deſperate ſpirit of republicaniſm, from a recollection of the 
oppreſſion ſuffered under deſpotiſm. h 
| Miniſters, to gain ſupporters in carrying on the war, wiſhed 


to reverſe the picture, and make the Houſe believe that France 
was full of royaliſts, and England of republicans. If that 


alarm were not kept up, the people would attend to the policy 


and the conduct of the war; they might even think that the | 
war ought not to be perſiſted in; or, if we could not get out 


of it, that it ought to be directed by abler hands. From all 
theſe conſiderations, it was the obvious intereſt of miniſters to 
divert them as long as poſſible. Were there among the per- 
fons, from whom danger was apprehended, any conſiderable 
number of men of ma. or property? Was it pretended, in the 
Report, that they had ſince the war any correſpondence with 
the French? Were they connected with any faction in the 
ſtate ? If they were to burſt into the Houſe of Common, it 
would be indifferent to them, whether they turned to the right 
or to the left, whether Miniſters or Oppoſition were their firſt 
victims. Such men might poſſibly rife in a revolution, but 
could never create one. In the advice he then gave, he mult 
be admitted to be difintereſted, for it would hardly be imagined 
that he ſhould wiſh to go to the guillotine merely for the fake 
of being accompanied by the Gentlemen over againſt him. 


The proſecutions ought to proceed, becauſe they had com- 


menced ; but it was not therefore neceſſary that Parliament, 
as had been ſuggeſted, ſhould be kept ſitting, to echo back the 
information received from the Privy Council. Raſh, and even 
ſeditious, converſation, he ſuppoſed, would be proved; but he 
truſted no man would be found ſo far to have forgotten his 
duty to his country as to have embarked in treaſon. At all 
events, the trials would be conducted, and the puniſhments 
awarded, with the dignity and humanity of Britiſh juſtice; 
and the examples, in his opinion, ſtrike with greater force 
without any previous declaration by Parliament. In countries 
where the act of taking off a few individuals might tend to 
overturn the government, a few individuals, however obſcure, 
might effect a revolution; but in ſuch a country as this, where 
the revolution muſt be popular to have the moſt diſtant chance 
of ſucceſs, nothing could be more irrational than the attempt. 
Suppoſe ſuch perſons mad enough to attempt it, the danger 
would be contemptible to all but themſelves, and they * 
| | | 2 
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in theſe caſes to v/e the law, but not to abuſe it. He ſaw things 
in-both countries with vulgar optics; in England, a general 
and ſteady fpirit of royalty, from a ſenſe of the bleſſings de. | 
rived from a limited monarchy; and in France, a general and 
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de pronounced fitter for Bedlam than Newgate, This argu- 
ment, however, applied only to the preſent time : For if mi- 
niſters were to perſiſt in this ruinous war; if the exploded 
maxims of divine right were to be revived ; if the deareſt parts 
of the conſtitution were to give way one after another to the 


convenience or caprice of the government of the day; if the 


very name of Liberty was to be degraded in this country; if 
the people ſhould be driven into ſuch a ſituation, as to be of 
opinion, that no change could place them in a worſe ſituation; 
a conſpiracy would then wear indeed a ſerious aſpect. In that 
caſe meaſures like the preſent muſt prove decidedly ineffectual. 
What then did he recommend? to ſtudy the peace and pro- 
ſperity of the people; to hold out to them, not the unſubſtan- 
tial theory, but the practical benefits of the conſtitution; to 
ſhew that the firſt wiſh of the Government was the real hap- 
pineſs of the people; to put an end to the war, and to inſpire 
them with a love for the conſtitution, by exhibiting it in its 
native purity. 'To ſhew them rhat liberty was as conſiſtent 
with order, as order with liberty ; and that the conſtitution, 
with all its reſtrictions on the Executive Power. the molt valu- 
able part of it, in his opinion, was ſufficient for all the purpoſes 
of juſt ſubordination. This he might be told would be a de- 
gradation, and a compromiſe with a ſet of low and deſperate 
men. In his opinion, it would not be a compromiſe, but a 
defeat. With diſaffected perſons he propoſed no compromiſe. 
He was not ſo wild a ſpeculatiſt, as to believe that any govern- 
ment could ſatisfy every one of thoſe who lived under it; his 
advice was only to render the number of the diſcontented as 
{mall as poſſible, by removing as many as poitible of the cauſes 
of diſcontent. Let all civil diſtinctions on account of religious 
opinion be aboliſhed. Let diſſenters find equal protection and 
equal encouragement, Let the rights of neutral nations alſo 
be reſpected, more eſpecially the rights of Arerica, ſo inti- 
mately connected with us by common language and common 
intereſt. If at ameris amabilis eto were a ſound maxim in phi- 
loſophy, though uſed on a ſlight occafion—it the great body of 
men, who were ſuppoſed to be adverſe to the conſtitution, 
ſhould be made to experience an equal protection from the 
laws, and an equal intereſt in the welfare of the country; then 
the ſmall body of men who might wiſh for a revolution in this 
realm, would ſtand at once inſulated and diſavowed. They 


might be confined if their efforts were thought dangerous; if 


not, they would be ſcouted from ſociety.— Such were, in his 
opinion, the means, and che only means, to ſecure li erty and 
happineſs to this country. Mr. Fox concluded with moving, as 
au amendment, to leave out all the part of the addreſs which 
wed a | declared 
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addreſs had been ſent from the Commons to the Lords, the 
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declared the belief of the Houſe in a conſpiracy againſt the 


conſtitution. 1 . 
Sir William Dolben ſaid, that if the amendment, propoſed by 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, was adopted, the whole proceed- 
ings of the Houſe and the Committee would be rendered truly 
ridiculous; that the omiſſion he propoſed would leave out the 
marrow and cream of the Report. Sir William declared him. 
ſelf to be of opinion, that the proſecutions againſt the Revolu | 
tioniſts would be carried on with more propriety and effect by 
both Houſes of Parliament, than by the Executive Government. 
How any individual in that Houſe could call in queſtion the 
exiſtence of a conſpiracy againſt the conſtitution, after the 
incontrovertible evidence that had been produced, was to hin 
matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment. He expreſſed his fears 
and apprehenſions, that thoſe who did not fear in common 
with the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects, muſt have ſomething to 
hope which they did not hope in common with him. If an 
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Houſe of Lords would not, he was perſuaded, inſult them by tefſiags v 


propoſing ſuch an omiſſion. If, therefore, the Commons WM..j.:: 51 ? 
proceeded in a different manner, and altered the. addreſs pro- 4 1 85 { 
poſed in the other Houſe, we ſhould have a paſſive obedient N "Ge 4 
N non: reſiſting Lords, and a rampant republican Houſe of * 5110 
Commons. 36 the gl 
The Attorney General replied to Mr. Fox. He contended, | x 4 85 
that the arguments of the Right Hon. Gentleman could not 0 bot 
be defended upon legal or conſtitutional grounds, and | 2 65 
that the Report contained ſufficient evidence to juſtiſy and 6 ” 
require .the ſteps that had been taken by the Executive | i rw 
Government. He expreſſed his ſatisfaction at having heard 4 AGF 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite did not intend to } Ee 1 
take the ſenſe of the Houſe on his motion for an amendment, vir ane 
In replying to the ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman, he n 
ſaid, he ſhould confine himſelf to a very few of the many wiſhed to 
topics he had introduced argumenti gratia, He had aſſerted, . 
that the object of theſe reiterated diſcuſſions was more to f he A 
make the Houſe act as à witneſs, and give evidence to preju- y the 80 
dice the trials of the unfortunate men at that time under pro- | _ ol 
ſecution, than for the attainment of any ſubſtantial good. Was Wi 52m 
the Houſe then to be deterred from the exerciſe of its legiti- | an 
mate functions, in a caſe which originated with the Legilla- 1. ſor 
ture, and which came peculiarly under its cognizance ? It 8 ed on 
ought not; and he was confident, that when the perſons in ctter of t 
confinement were put upon their trial, they would experience | tion, and 
that juſtice, moderation, and humanity, which the benign laws | 15 A 
of this country had long been in the habit of imparting to the E 
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xccuſed. The Right Hon. Gentleman had alſo been pleaſed 
to ſay, that the diſcontent which pervaded the country was im- 


d by putable to the ſeverity of Crown profecutions. By a reference 
ee. io the Report he would find, that it was the offspring of a foul 
ruly mmſpiracy for the ſubverſion of all order and government. As to 
the ſentences inflicted on Mr. Muir and others, o much in- 
um- eeighed againſt, he declared, that if any Society in England 
plu had acted in a manner fimilar to the Briath Convention in 
borland, upon the evidence exhibited in thoſe papers, he 
ent. aduld have thought it his duty to have made the members of 
the it amenable to the laws for high treaſon. The ſuſpenſion of 
the the Habeas Corpus Act, which had been inſiſted upon as a vio- 
1 ation of the conſtitution, extended only to perſons ſuſpected 
_ ir accuſed of treaſonable practices. The reſt of the ſubjects 
11 of the country had the benefit of that ſtatute to the fulleſt 


to ctent. The Right Hon. Gentleman had expreſſed his aſto- 


4: mhment that ſo much of magic ſhould attach on the word 
he Convention z and aſked, if Gentlemen had forgotten the 
by bleſings we derived from a Convention at the æra of the Re- 
= jolution ? No perſon, the Attorney General contended, could 
” put the aſſemblies of the preſent times in competition with 
” the Convention held in 1688, without affixing a groſs libel on 
of the glorious Revolution. The preſent Convention had for 
1 is object the annihilation of that conſtitution which at that 
' WH ectiod was not indeed invented, but ratified and eſtabliſhed by 
: Td! ny regulations and enforcements; and he called 
| F upon Gentlemen on the other ſide to point out a fingle inſtance 


of a ſimilarity in principles, that had been adopted in common 
by thoſe who conducted the Revolution and the modern re- 
formers. The one was anxious to preſerve the conſtitution, 
to fix and limit the prerogatives of the Crown, and to aſſert 
and maintain the privileges of the people—while the other 
wiſhed to ſubvert the conſtitution, to deſtroy the Monarchy 
and under the name of Liberty to tyrannize over the people. 
The Attorney General next commented on the proceedings 
of the Society of the Friends of the People, and that of the 
Liberty of the Preſs ; both of which he conſidered of a very 
dangerous tendency, on account of the perſons of rank and 
influence that compoſed them. The former, he ſaid, had 
ſhewn ſome ſymptoms of affiliating with the others, but pro- 
feſſed only to go to a certain length, as appeared from the 
letter of the Correſponding Society, ſoliciting their co-opera- 
tion, and the ſentiments of the Friends of the People in re- 


though there were many very honourable characters in it, yet 
he owned he diſapproved of tiat Society entirely; and though 
Yor. IV. = Ff. 
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been ſuggeſted, and as he was convinced of their urgent neceſ· 
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they ſaid that they had explicitly made known their views and! 


intentions, he mult ſay it was not eaſy to find out what they Mr. Fo; 
were. The Society of the Liberty of the Preſs had been more WM Nifznters 
audacious, and, by applauding the patriotic ſentiments of WM others, by 
counſel, and the conduct of perſons after conviction, attempted Wii ſpeech 3 a 
to palſy the hand of the public accuſer. MM carcd, tha 
With regard to the Diſſenters, he ſaid, that he was con- ldely by a 
vinced every moderate and honeſt man amongſt them would WM good of hi 
diſapprove of the conduct of theſe Societies, and ſupport and WM ence him 1 
approve of the conduct of Adminiſtration, as neceſſary to the] Mr. T5 
ſecurity and protection of their lives, liberties, and properties for Conſtit 
as to thoſe of every other claſs of his Majeſty's ſubjects. Wich that Socie: 
reſpect to the ſubject of Lord Howe's victory, he profeſſed nd called 
himſelf ſo ſtupid as not to perceive its application to the que {dition o 
tion before the Houſe. That becauſe Lord Howe had been tom mini 
' victorious, we ſhould diſcontinue the. war, and ergo omit fo Wl ordered to 
much of the addreſs, ſeemed to be the argument uſed by the de origin? 
Hon. Gentleman, which to him did not appear to be a very « Mr. Fre 
logical one. The part the Right Hon. Gentleman had pro- tand-writi 
poled to omit, contained the very ſubſtance and eſſence of the WM the ſtrong! 
addreſs; without it the addreſs meant nothing. With regard cated his « 
to the Houſe being a witneſs on theſe affairs, he conceived it proceeding 
would be no more a witneſs than was conſiſtent with pro- Mr. De 
priety; it was no uncommon thing to ſee that Houſe call for tional Inf 
the proſecution of an individual. He deprecated the mode in line of wh 
which the law officers of the Crown were conſtantly treated ible libel ; 
with regard to criminal proſecutions. If they forbore to pro- dat Houſ 
ſecute, they were accuſed of neglecting their duty; if they Mr. Lo 
proſecuted, Societies, particularly that for the Freedom of the proceedin, 
Preſs, voted thanks to thoſe who oppoſed them, and gave them emiſſaries. 
every ſupport. He concluded by obſerving, that prevention country v 
was preferable to cure. To illuſtrate this poſition, he called} who had | 
to the recollection of the Houſe the enormities that were hand-bills, 
committed in 1780, and defired to know, whether it would being in 
not have contributed more to the public ſafety and tranqui-W King's bir 
lity, had the then exiftiog government prevented the aſſem- to drink h. 
bling of 40,000 men, than to have remained in a ſtate of ſname- aid, point 
ful inactivity, till the metropolis was threatened with deſtruc- there, —T 
tion, till riot and diſorder had aRuilly taken place, and the a waiter a 
Government was in the moſt imminent danger? By the ſea- Mr. T. 
ſorable interpoſition of the magiſtracy, the ſtreets would not Crown an 
have been drenched with blood, and fo many of our fellow- Conſtituti 
ſubjects would not have made a ſad and ſolemn exit on the Reeveg's ! 
gallows. To prevent a repetition of thoſe enormities, had the WW the waite; 
meaſures of which the propoſed addreſs was an eſſential one at as an. 
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and n its original ſtate. 


they Mr. Fox explained, and difewowed having ſaid that the 


nore i Digenters were more connected with thoſe Societies than 
of athers, by repeating the words he had uſed in his former 
"cd e peech; and, in anſwer to an Hon. Baronet's inſinuation, de- 
MT (:r-d, that, in his public and private conduct, he was actuated 


blely by affection for the conſtitution, and that zeal for the 
d pod of his country, which neither hope nor fear ſhould influ- 
and WW ence him to ſuppreſs. | 85 | | 
the! Mr. Thompſon defended the general conduct of the Society 
ice bor Conſtitutional Information, infiſted that the proceedings of 
ich at Society had been unfairly repreſented by the Committee, 
fed 2nd called upon any perſon preſent to point out any thing like 
el. {edition or treaſon in their proceedings. He wiſhed to know 
cen tom miniſters, with regard to a letter Mr. Froſt had been 
fo ordered to draw up by the Society, if they were in poſſeſſion of 
the e original; or if they had not produced, as the hand-writing 
er; of Mr. Froſt, the mutilated extract of a mutilated copy, as the 
o- hand-writing and original of Mr. Froſt, which he denied in 
the the ſtrongeſt terms before the Privy Council. He fully vindi- 
a oy cated his own conduct with regard to the Society in all its 
t proceedings. 5 | 
0-1 Mr. Dent quoted the addreſs of the Society for Conſtitu- 
or Ui tional Information to the National Aſſembly, every ſecond 
11 2 line of which he contended to be a ſeditious, if not a treaſon- 
ed ible libel ; and he expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that any Member of 
0-8 tat Houſe would avow himſelf a member of ſuch a body. 


Mr, Loveden ſtated, that he was conſcious very improper 
proceedings were practiſed by the London Societies and their 
emiſſaries. He had juſt come from a diſtant part of the 
country where there was a camp; one of thoſe emiflaries, 
ho had been diſtributing very improper and inflammatory 
tand-bills, ſaid he knew very well how far he could go without 
being in danger, for he had been inſtructed ; and, on the 


1 King's birth-day, declared, it was the laſt time they would have 
bo drink his health in that way; and ſhewing a piece of coin, 
-d, pointing to the King's head, that it would not long be 
T blere.— The man he alluded to, Mr. Loveden ſaid, had been 


a waiter at the Crown and Anchor. 


Crown and Anchor, did not connect him with the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information. It was to be recollected that Mr. 


IF Reeves's Aſſociation was held at the Crown and Anchor, and 
dhe waiter might as juſtly be ſuppoſed to be connected with 
WF {at as any other Society. | | | 

9 8 8 2 Mr, 
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ſty, the Attorney General ſaid he would vote for the addreſs 
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Mr. Lambton deſired to know, whether the Hon, Member 
had taken up. this man for ſedition? but no anſwer was 


given. | CO | 
Mr. Wharton roſe to give his aſſent to the motion, becau 
g | ) le, 


from what he had ſeen in the Report, he thought the proceed. | 
ings of thoſe Societies warranted the meaſures that had been 


taken. He had belonged to one of thoſe Societies himſelf, 
and it was therefore with reluQtance hitherto that he could 
condemn its proceedings, becauſe he had never known them 
to be improper. He had been at only one meeting. and there 
he was ſure nothing wrong nor unconſtitutional had appeared 
in their proceedings, otherwiſe he would have objected to it at 


the time. He now had ſeen enough to convince him that it | 
was his duty to come forward with a declaration that he to- 
tally diſapproved their conduct, and therefore he could not 
give his negative to the preſent motion. — 

The queſtion was put upon Mr. Fox's amendment, which 
was negatived without a diviſion.— The addreſs was then put 


and carried. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, June 17. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the addreſs of f 
their Lordſhips, in which the Commons had concurred, and ; 


preſented it at the bar of the Houſe. 
| ATTORNIES. 


The Earl of Abingden roſe, and ſaid, My Lords, having 
ſome matter of much importance to ſtate to the Houſe, and 
underſtanding that this is the laſt day of buſineſs before the 
ſeſſion is to be at an end, I hope your Lordſhips will, for this 
reaſon, and becauſe I wiſh to be perfectly accurate in my | 


{tatement, indulge me with having recourſe to my papers. 


Et being my intention to bring forward, in the courſe of 
the next ſeſſion of Parliament, ſome Reſolutions, I truſt, for 
the adoption of this Houſe, I now riſe to give your Lorditups 
notice of this; I do ſo for the reaſon, that, by ſtating briefly f 
what the objects of thoſe reſolutions are, your Lordſhips' atten- 
tion may, during the receſs of Parliament, be drawn to the 


weight and importance of the ſubject. 


% Enemy as I am, my Lords, and no one has been, or is 
more ſo, to thoſe theories of reform, which quixotiſm, ambi- 
tion, party ſpirit, or any ſpirit but true public ſpirit, have co. 
trived to puzzle and miſlead the people with; there 15 one 

| | pecics 
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ſpecies of prafical Reform, which, in profeſſing myſelf to be 
the friend of, it is under the circumſtance of knowing that 
there is, within theſe walls, as well as without them, but one 
mind and one ſentiment upon the occaſion. It is a Reform, 
my Lords, which the Judges of the land, of that heavenly attri- 
bute of juſtice which ſo ornamentally and conſpicuouſly belongs 
to them, have all called out for, and are ſo much to their 
dignity and honour lending their aſſiſtance to obtain. It is a 
Reform which Parliament itſelf has already begun to look to. 
It is a Reform which the liberty and property of the ſubject 
cry out for, demand, and muſt have. | | 

« And having ſaid this, I dare ſay your Lordſhips already 
anticipate me in knowing that the Reform I allude to, is that 
of thoſe locuſts in the law, the pettifogging attornies of this 
country; who, like the /ocu/?s in Africa (and, as it is ſaid of 
them), fall like a cloud-upon the earth, and eat up every 
thing they meet with.” : 

« This is the Reform in which I take pride to myſelf in the 
appellation of a Reformer, in which I aſſume credit to myſelf, 
as being not what is ſo called, but what is truly ſo, The 
Friend of the People; and in which, ſuffering as I have 
done, under the inordinate ſanction of theſe abſorbing animals, 
I am, perhaps, as well qualified for the taſk of this Reform as 
any one can be, | | | | 

My Lords, this is a grave and weighty ſubjeCt ; it is a 
ſubject that comes home to the feelings, becauſe it comes 
home to the very doors of every one of your Lordſhips; for 
which of your Lordſhips is it, that is a ſtranger to its effects? 
The greater, the higher, the richer you are, the more prone are 
ycu to its conſequences, and the ſurer of becoming, ſooner or 
later, the victims of its all-devouring avarice. What many of 
your Lordſhips are, I was; what I am, without timely inter- 
ference, your Lordſhips may, your Lordſhips will be. It is a 
ſubject therefore, not only for your Lordſhips' own ſakes, and 
for the ſake of the community at large, but becauſe it is a ſub- 
ject under the preſſure of which I now ſtand in your Lordſhips? 
preſence, that I, as a Member of this Houſe, am led to invoke 
the aid, and to excite the endeavours of your Lordſhips, in 
alſiſting me to ſtop the progreſs of this growing evil; the evil 
of all others, perhaps the very only one in the State, moſt 
aſſuredly the moſt crying evil in the State, that calls for and 
requires reform. | | : 

My Lords, my caſe is a hard one indeed; and I will ſtate 
it in a few words to your Lordſhips, becauſe I am made to 
ſuffer the injury without being able to obtain either remedy or 
| - 1 N | redreſs, 
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| redreſs, which ſurely does not belong to the juſtice of this 


99 
0 


country | | | 

[We forbear to inſert the remainder of the Earl's ſpeech, as 
criminal proceedings have been inſtituted in the Court of 
King's Bench againſt his Lordſhip on the ground of his having 


authoriſed the publication of a libel. ] | 


Mr. Harris, the ſurgeon attending upon the conſtable who 
was run over in Palace-yard, was examined at the bar, and 
ſtated, that his. patient's life was out of all danger. | 

The Earl of Lauderdale moved,“ That a Committee he 
« appointed ro examine the buildings, &c. contiguous to the 
« Houſe, for the purpoſe of giving directions to render the 


« Houſe more commodious to its Members.“ —Ordered. 


THANKS TO LORD HOOD. 


The order of the day being read, | | 
Lord Grenville roſe, according to the notice he had a few 
days ſince had the honodr. of giving to their Lordſhips, to 
move the Thanks of the Houſe to Lord Hood, for the diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervices he had rendered to his country. His Lordſhip 


ſaid, it was a circumſtance highly gratifying to his feelings, 


and mult afford equal pleaſure to every Lord in the Houle, 
that he ſhould have been called to diſcharge the pleaſing duty 
of moving the thanks of the Houſe ro the ſeveral admirals 
upon the three great ſtations, viz. the Channel, the Welt In- 


dies, and the, Mediterranean. In the courſe of his addreſs to 


the Houſe, his Lordſhip obſerved, it would be unneceſſary for 
him to enter into any general detail of the conduct of thc 
Noble Lord who was the object of his motion, becauſe, down 
to a late period of it, the ſenſe of the Houſe had been expreſſed 


on that ſubject in their addreſs to the Throne. There were 


three general heads under which the conduct of the Noble 


Admiral might be preſented to their Lordſhips' view, in all oi ö 


which he was entitled to the higheſt praiſe: In the Weſt In. 
dies, at Toulon, and in the Mediterranean. On each o: 


theſe his Lordſhip {lightly touched; and after beſtowing warm 
culogiums on them ſeparately, highly praiſing the capture 0: } 


Baſtia, and other parts of Corſica, he ſaid, that, for valour, for 


ſkill, judgment, and for attachment to the ſucceſs of his Ma- 


jeſty's arms, Lord Hood was highly eminent. He had no 
doubt their Lordſhips were imprefled with the ſame ſentiments, 
and therefore he conceived they would concur with him in 
thinking it proper, to render their proceedings more complete, 
that the Houſe ſhould expreſs their approbation of the conduct 


of the commander of the naval department in the Mediterra- 
nean, 
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nean, as they had previouſly done to the ſeveral commanders 
on the other ſtations. Upon that confideration, he ſhould 
conclude by making a motion, in which he hoped to meet with 
the unanimous conſent of their Lordſhips, which was, That 
« the thanks of the Houſe be given to Admiral Lord Hood, 
& for his gallant conduct in the expedition to the iſland of 
« Corſica.” After which he ſhould move, That the Hoaſe 
« does highly approve of- and acknowledge the behaviour of 
« the officers, ſeamen and marines ſerving under Lord Hood; 
« and that the Chancellor do communicate the thanks to 

« Admiral Lord Hood.” | | 
The Earl of Lauderdale declared he roſe with concern to 
oppoſe a motion of that nature. It was extremely unpleaſant 
to him to. ſay any thing in oppoſition to a motion for 
thanking any officers in the ſervice of his Majeſty ; but the 
high eſteem he had for the ſervice, and the value he thought 
every officer in it ought to have for the thanks of the Houſe, 
compelled him to oppoſe the preſent propoſition. He believed 
it to be the firſt inſtance, and ſorry he was to find himſelf com- 
pelled to object to the vote of thanks propoſed, as it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily appear to convey reflection on the perſon deſigned to 
be made the ſubject of the motion. Notwithſtanding the 
dilemma, however, to which he was reduced, he ſhould perſiſt 
in his attempt to preſerve that propriety which it concerned 
the Houſe to maintain ; although he perſevered in that at- 
tempt, he begged leave, however, to diſclaim every motive of 
a perſonal nature, Phe thanks of the two Houſes were the 
only honour that the Houſes of Parliament could beſtow, and 
therefore ought not to be given but on good grounds, and 
ater undeniable proof of great and highly meritorious ſer- 
vices. He could not refrain from noticing the extreme cau- 
tion and reſerve with which the motion was offered to their 
Lordſhips, as it demonſtrated the doubts which the miniſters 
mult have themſelves entertained of its propriety. They had 
taken ſpecial care not to enter into any detail, and ſolely con- 
tented themſelves with expreſſing a deſire to return thanks to 
all the officers in the naval department before the ſeſſion cloſed. 
He had not heard any thing advanced by the Noble Secretary 
of State, that tended in the leaſt degree to ſupport his motion. 
Toulon had been glanced at, as a ſubject on which the Noble 
Admiral might be ſaid to have ated in a manner that did him 
honour. So much to the contrary did that point appear to 
him, that, throughout the whole of that tranſaction, he could 
not perceive that any credit accrued to this country from the 
conduCt of the Noble Admiral. His Lordſhip entered into a 
ſummary of the circumſtances of the taking of the town, _ 
tae 
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the manner of abandoning it to the fury of its enemies, all of 
which, he maintained, were unfavourable to the Britiſh name; 
and therefore the Noble Admiral ſhould not be thanked on 
that account. The laſt man in that Honſe who ought to 
thank Lord Hood for his conduct at Toulon, was the Noble 
Secretary of State, for the conduct of that Noble Admiral had 
been a contradiction to the late language of the Noble Secre- 
tary. In talking of the object of the preſent war, the Noble 
Admiral had declared' ro the inhabitants of Toulon, that he 
intended to ſecure to them the conſtitution of 1789; the lan- 
guage of the Noble Secretary of State was, that the object of 
the war at preſent was, that of reſtoring the old government of 
France ; therefore the motion came very improperly from the 
Noble Secretary of State. His Lordſhip maintained, that if 
any praiſe was due to the Noble Admiral, he ought long ago to 
have received it; and the bringing this point forward looked as 
if miniſters thought the recent merit of the Noble Admiral 
much too flight to deſerve their Lordſhips' thanks without the 
aid of other ſervices. His Lordſhip maintained that there was 
no ground whatever for the motion. He declared he felt 
himſelf the more inclined to make theſe obſervations, when he 
conſidered the nature of their Lordſhips' thanks ;= they were, 
as he had before hinted, the higheſt praiſe any officer could 
have, and being to, they ſhould be chaſtely and rarely be- 
jtowed ;—reſerved for the moſt important occafions, and not 
thrown away upon trifles, for that would diminiſh their value, 
The thanks of the Houſe had been rightly voted to Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jervis for their capture of the Welt India 
;flands, and fo were the thanks rightly voted to Lord Howe the 
other day, for his ſignal victory; a victory ſo glorious to the 
country. Lord Hood's ſervices were not to be compared to ei- 
ther. What were his ſervices Hehad taken Toulon under con- 
ditions, and been guilty of a breach of his promiſe; at Corſica 
they all knew there had been a violent difunion between the 
land and the ſea ſervice, and his long labours there had ended 
in the capture of Baſtia. The Noble Secretary of State had 
mentioned Toulon, but he had not much relied on it. There 
was good reaſon why; he knew it to be an inglorious tranſac- 
rion in the eyes of Engliſhmen, and that it would not bear out 
his motion. With regard to the affair at Corſica, Lord Hood 
had attacked a windmill with great injury to two feventy- 
fours, although the uſeleſſneſs of the object was notorious: 
After this, how could Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis 
eſtimate the thanks which they had received for their diſtin- 


guiſhed ſervices ? or what could that Noble Earl, to whom 


they were ſo unanimouſly voted on a former day, e 
nen 
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when this laſt and greateſt honour awaited ſuch a trifling at- 
chievement as that of Baſtia ? If Lord Hood was thanked for 
his conduct at Baſtia, the thanks of their Lordſhips would be 
leſs favourably felt by Lord Howe; and he wiſhed to know 
what man in the kingdom would be diſpoſed to conſider theſe 
two admirals entitled to the ſame reward, the ſame diſtinction, 
the fame honour from that Houſe, and the ſame gratitude 
from the Public? and yet this would be the effect of paſſing 
the preſent motion. He felr himſelf, under all the points of 
view in which he ſaw this ſubjeQ, bound in duty to the ſervice 
in general, and to Lord Howe in particular, to that Houſe and 
to the Public, to diſſent from the preſent motion. | 
Lord Grenville declared himſelf to be both ſorry and ſurpriſed 
at the Noble Earl's oppoſition to the motion which he had the 
honour to offer to their Lordſhips on the preſent occaſion. 
He had indeed heard it was to be oppoſed, but he could not 
conceive on what ground. He would not go into the affair of 
Toulon, as it had been ſpoken of by his Majeſty in his ſpeech 
from the throne. The Noble Earl well knew that it had been 
fully diſcuſſed on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, he choſe however 
to bring it up once more before the ſeſſion ended. He ſhould 
ſtill maintain that Lord Hood's ſervices in the Mediterranean 
were of great importance. The French, from their geogra- 
phical ſituation, had 'two harbours of infinite conſideration, as 
ports and places of equipment during a war, Toulon and Breſt. 
It therefore neceſſarily became the policy of this country to 
prevent their having recourſe to that advantage; and Lord 
Hood had done it effectually with regard to Toulon. With 
reſpect to the capitulation, he had always underſtood that the 
conditions of a treaty were to be made good, as far as the 
contracting parties had it in their power to make them good, 
farther it was not in poſſibility to go. His Lordſhip men- 
tioned the great uſe of Corſica as a fit place for carrying French 
priſoners to. If they had been ſent home to Great Britain, it 
would have coſt the country a large expence, and we had al- 
ready'as man y priſoners as we could admit with convenience, 
or provide accommodation for. He ſaid, it gave him concern to 
hear of any difference that might have prevailed between the 
two ſervices, rendered a ſubject of diſcuſſion in that Houſe 
and that was the firſt time it had ever been attempted by 
any Noble Lord. It could do no good, and might widen the 
breach, and produce miſchievous conſequences. Sure he was 
that officers in general thought too juſtiy to be meanly jea- 
lous of other officers individually receiving the thanks of 
P alament, and that they were not extremely prone to draw 
a diſtinction between the nature of their ſervices, or the degree 
Vor. IV, Tx. "rl 
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of eſtimation differently due to each. In an extenſive war the 
| ſervices of different officers muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably | 
be different in their meaſure and degree ; but when each were | 
obviouſly important and the reſult of zeal, talents, and bravery, | 
they deſerved the thanks of that Houſe, which the Earl had well 
ſaid was the only honour and the only inſtance of gratitude 1 
that Houſe could beſtow. For theſe reaſons it was impoſſible 
to make any diſtinction. With reſpect to that part of the 
obſervations of the Noble Earl which related to the object of 
the preſent war, he muſt ſay a few words. The Noble Earl | 
conceived that it was the object of his Majeſty's miniſters to 
reſtore the ancient government of France, and this he ſeemed | 
to think their ſole object. He had uniformly ſtated, notwith- 1 
ſtanding a great deal of induſtry had been employed to impreſs 3 
a contrary idea, that the object of the war was what he con- 
ſidered ought to be the object of every war—peace—honourable, | 
ſecure, permanent peace, which could only be obtained by con- 
quering the enemy, and reſtoring the government of France to 
a ſyſtem of law, order, religion, and morality, without which 
there could be no ſecurity for this country. We might, indeed, 
without this, have the name of peace; but in reality we ſhould WM 
have a war the moſt expenſive and deſtructive in which this 


country ever was engaged. 


Lord Grenville declared he was obliged to ſay a few more } 
words. The Noble Earl had ſaid, we were embarraſſed with } 
French priſoners. Had he forgot the nature of the war? In 
all former wars with civilized nations, cartels for exchange of 
priſoners were ſettled from time to time; whereas no cartels } 
were agreed to in the preſent war; and upon the principles on 
which the French choſe to carry on the war, they were not 
likely to be obtained. Colonel Villette, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
was undeniably a meritorious officer; but he had acted under 
Lord Hood as a part of his force, and conſequently was 

' thanked in the general thanks to officers. His Lordfhip | 
enlarged on the good effect of Lord Hood's ſervice in 
the Mediterranean, and anſwered the Earls tcomplaint that ö 
he was not in junction with Earl Howe in the Channel, by 
ſhewing, that in that caſe our commerce in the Mediterrancan 
and the adjacent ſeas would have been moſt dangerouſly ex- | 
poſed to the enemy. In reply to the obſervations made on 
the Corſican capitulation, he informed the Noble Lord, that | 
no other expedient could be ſuggeſted than that of landing the | 
garriſon at Toulon. To retain them in Corſica would be e. 
tremely dangerous—to ſend them to Italy was impoſſible and 


to bring them home would only aggravate that expence and ] 
incon- 
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jnconvenience already complained of, on account of the 


multiplicity of priſoners, and the want of fit accommoda- 


tion. | | 5 oy 

The Earl of Derby thought he could put the argument upon 
ſuch a footing, as would reſcue it from perſonality, or reflec- 
tion on an abſent man, which-no one of their Lordſhips liked 
to deal in leſs than he did. He conſidered the preſent motion 
not ſo much a motion to thank Lord Hood, as a motion from 
miniſters to thank themſelves. Upon that ground, he muſt 
object to it without imputation of perſonality; and indeed he 
could not entertain any prejudice againſt the Noble Lord, as he 
had never nouriſhed any pique againſt the Noble Admiral, with 
whom he was not perſonally acquainted; nor was he influ- 
enced by any partiality z but he could not agree to the motion 
before their Lordſhips, on the reaſons that had been urged for 
it by the Noble Secretary of State; he ſeemed to put the claim 
of the Noble Admiral to the thanks of the Houſe chiefly on 
his merit in taking Baſtia. If the taking of this place had 
| indeed been ſo great a thing for this country, in the opinion 
of the Noble Secretary of State, why not make an Extraordi- 
nary Gazette of it? The Public were not informed of it till 
two days had elapſed after Government had received the in- 
formation; inſtead of which, the Noble Secretary of State 
ae notice of this motion in a thin Houſe, after the motion 
11 thanks to Lord Howe for his glorious victory, and alter a 
debate of conſiderable length on the addreſs to his Majeſty, 
and when many Noble Lords had withdrawn from the Houſe; 
| and the attendance that day proved that the ſubject was not 
deemed very intereſting. He came forward to oppoſe the 
motion, becauſe, by his conſtruction, it was deſigned not ſo 
much for a compliment to the Noble Admiral himſelf, as to 
the plans of that cabinet under whoſe auſpices he had acted. It 
was ſaid that the conduct of Lord Hood at Toulon merited 


praiſe; that he deſtroyed fifteen ſhips of the line of the French 


there; if that conduct merited the thanks of the Houſe, why 
vas he not thanked on the arrival of the news? Why thank him 
for his conduct at Toulon on the taking of Baſtia? It ſeemed 
to him, that after the thanks which were ſo gloriouſly deſerved 
by Lord Howe were given to him, miniſters wiſhed to ſhew 
that all the officers employed had acted alike, and that they 


would not leave the ſmalleſt ſpeck on the glory of the cam- 


paign; or elſe it appeared to be a dexterous manceuvre of mi- 
mſters to keep up their patronage to their favourites. The 
evacuation of oulon he could never regard without regret. 
Lord Hood's conduct in that affair, whether directed by any 
other authority he knew not, ſo far from being meritorious, 

| S223 | appeared. 
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appeared to him to have been reprehenſible in the extreme, It 
had tarniſhed the luſtre of our other conqueſts, and diminiſhed | 
our reputation. Toulon was delivered by treaty, every article 
of which it behoved us to obſerve. How had we obſeryeq | 
them? We had violated our faith, both the promiſe we had 
made of reſtoring the conſtitution of 1789, and the promiſe | 
to guarantee the fleet. After a few more obſervations in re- 
ſpect to that affair, the Earl concluded with moving the previ. | 
grs queſtion; which would ſave him from agreeing to a motion 
that he did not approve, and allo from oppoſing a motion of 


thanks to any man. 


The Duke of _ Bedford agreed with his Noble Friends (the | 
Earls of Lauderdale and Derby) in their arguments on the ſub- 
ject of the motion, and approved of the motion of his Noble 
Friend for the previous gueſtron. The reaſoning, however, 
adopted by the Noble Secretary of State upon this ſubj: ct dd 
not at all ſatisfy his mind. The Noble Lord had obſerved, 
that as Lord Hood had in reality his conduct approved of at b 
Toulon, on the addreſs of that Houſe in anfwer to the King's | 
ſpeech, it would be unneceſfary to dwell on that point. This 
was not, in his conception, a fair way of putting the point; 
for it was well known, that it was a rule to give as little ppo- 1 
ſition as poſſible to an addreſs moved in anſwer to the King's 
ſpeech on the firſt day of the ſeſſion. The conduct of Lord 

Hood incidentally made part of the ſubject- matter of that 
Speech, and it was on that account, and not from the ſenſe 
their Lordſhips entertained of the merits of Lord Hood, that 
the addreſs of the Houſe had been voted and carried to the ſoot 
of the Throne; but ſurely that was very different from a ſepa- 
rate vote of thanks. Lord Hood's conduct at Toulon, there- 
fore, could hardly be ſaid to have been diſcuſſed at all on the 
firſt day of the ſeſſion. He had heard, his Grace ſaid, of the 
merit of Lord Hood at Toulon, and the advantage derived to 
this country by that event. Upon that event he would peak 
plainly; he conſidered Lord Hood's conduct at Toulon as} 
diſgraceful to the honour of the country, and as tarnifhing] 
the luſtre of the national character; on theſe grounds, he bad! 
often thought it a fit object for inquiry, and he truſted it 
would be inquired into, and if any of the blame belong 10 
our allies in that buſineſs, that ought to be made public. Hs 
Grace mentioned the breach of the conditions with the Tou- 
loneſe, in reſpect to taking the French to Corſica, as it was 
not ſtipulated by them, when the town was ſurrendered, that 
they ſhould be taken there; the affair at Toulon was alle in 


other ieſpeCts diſgraceful, | | 
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When the Noble Secretary commended the zeal and activity 
with which Lord Hood had ACted, he ſeemed to forget that 
St. Fiorenzo, a ſmall place unfortified, was taken early in the 
car, in February. In May they heard of the capture of 
haſtia and with the loſs of a very few men; ſo that three 
months had elapſed, and then the place was taken at little 
riſque; a clear proof, that if the ſervices had not quarrelled, 
- Baſtia would have been taken much earlier. In the mean time, 


too, the Commander in Chief of the ſame forces (Sir Robert 
Dundas) had returned to England; upon what account he 


knew not, though evidently not upon any charge of miſcon- 
duct, fince he had been promoted to a command upon the 
continent. From the general diſpoſition of the Corſicans, 
much more might have been expected; and he. did not doubt, 
but if that cordiality had prevailed which had prevailed elſe- 
where, much more might have been done. When the Noble 
Secretary enlarged upon the importance of the conqueſt, and 
the difficulty of attaining it, he was at a loſs what to deter- 
minez for, according to the Gazette (and he was obliged to 
quote Gazette authority for facts, as he had no other inform- 
ation to rely upon), there were only ſeven men killed and 
thirteen wounded; it was evident, therefore, that but very 
little force was uſed, His oppoſition to the preſent meaſure, 
the Duke ſaid, gave him concern, on account of the novelty of 
it in the procecdings of the Houſe; he did not know that a 
motion for thanks was ever oppoſed before; he muſt. not- 
withitanding, do his duty; and he begged leave to {ay, he had 
no partiality for perſons; he would not give his thanks in that 
Houte to any man, until he was convinced that thanks were 
due. This, he confefſed, appeared to him to be a ſort of 
panegyric which miniſters intended on themſelves, to ſhew 


the wiſdom of their choice. There was no ground for thanks - 


ing Lord Hood, there was nothing extraordinary in his con- 

duct; and were he in the ſitu tion of Lord Hood, he ſhould 

conſider the motion for thanking him for his conduct rather 

as an inſult than a panegyric, and that he ſhould be left to 

gin ſomething worthy of thanks before he received them. 
is Grace ſaid he ſhould vote for the previous quęſtion. 

Lerd Hawkeſbury rote to ſay a few words in reply to the 
Noble Duke. He duclared he was aſtoniſhed at the oppoſition 
attempted againſt ſuch a motion. It was altogether unprece- 
| dented, The Noble Duke had mentioned three grounds of 
objection: Firit, that the tranſactions at Toulon were diſho- 
nourable to the national, character. He thought of them in a 
widely different manner. He conſidered what had paſſed at 
Toulon as highly ſerviceable to the country, and that the 
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evacuation of that port had been attended with circumſtances 
extremely advantageous to us as a marine power. 'The Noble 
Duke's next objection was, that the thanks to Lord Hood 
ſhould have been voted earlier; and the third, that he took 
Baſtia with the loſs of ten men only. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
regarded theſe matters in a very different way from that in 
which the Noble Duke had viewed them ; it was. the firſt time 
he had ever heard it made a ſubject of complaint againſt an 
officer, that he had obtained poſſeſſion of an important town 
without much loſs of blood, or riſque of the lives of his men, 
He ſhould have thought it a matter highly to the credit of the 
officers, and to the comfort of every feeling individual. He 
thought no practice could be more improper than that of 
weighing exactly the value of every piece of ſervice, or of 
comparing the ſervices of one officer with thoſe of another. 
The Houſe had but one way of marking its approbation, and 
that was by voting its thanks; and the only point for their 
Lordſhips to conſider was, whether the ſervice performed was 
of magnitude enough to deſerve them? If it was, it was no 
argument againſt giving them, to ſay, that a more ſplendid, a 
more important victory had been obtained elſewhere. The 
Noble Admiral to whom the thanks of the Houſe had that day 
been propoſed to be voted, was well known to poſſeſs great 
zeal and great ability; his long ſervices in the Mediterranean, 
and the importance of them, eſpecially in the iſland of Corlica, 
of which the ſingle poſt of Calvi only remained to be ſubdued, 
amply entitled him, in his judgment, to the thanks of their 
Lordſhips and to the gratitude of his country ; he ſhould there- 
fore vote for the original motion, 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to notice what had fallen from 
the Noble Secretary of State. That the oppoſition to ſuch a 
motion was ſingular in itſelf and unprecedented, was true, and 
a clear proof that ſuch a motion ought to have been made. If 
the capitulation of Baſtia was ſuppoſed to expedite the reſtora- 
tion of that government in France, which he ſuſpected our 
Adminiſtration propoſed, there was the ſtrangeſt inconſiſtency 
and miſconduct he ever witneſſed, and conſequently the 
thanks of that Houſe were not due. When Toulon was ſur- 
rendered to Lord Hood by treaty, he accepted it upon the pro- 
miſe of reſtoring the conſtitution of 1789; whereas it was 
now diſcovered that nothing leſs than the complete regenera- 
tion of the old monarchy could ſatisfy us, or ſecure a perma- 
nent and happy peace. At Corſica, the ſame inconſiſtency 
was apparentz for why did Lord Hood agree to ſend back 
that garriſon to France, which could only ſerve to re- invigo- 


rate our enemy, and render the obſtacles to our purſuit _ 
| . | | irreſiſt-⸗ 
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irreſiſtible? The whole of the conduct in the Mediterranean 
was of the fame tenor, and it was in vain the Noble Secretary 
endeavoured to make it palatable. When Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis had conquered Martinico, there was no 
motion of thanks, though Martinico was one of the moſt im- 
portant conqueſts of the campaign; nor was any motion of 
that nature made until they bad nearly reduced the whole of 

the Weſt India iſlands. La 
If Lord Hood deſerved the honour which the miniſters pro- 
poſed, why did they not bring forward the motion immedi- 
ately on the receipt of the intelligence? 'They had been 
informed of his ſucceſs prior to the victory of Earl Howe, and 
yet they ſuffered that to intervene, and now took advantage of 
the diſpoſition of mens minds, which the glorious atchieve- 
ments of the latter had occaſioned, to ſhare their praiſe with 
every naval ſtation. It was, he ſaid, a ſtrange confeſſion, 
that one of the conſequences of the war was, that we were 
embarraſſed with the number of priſoners, and had already as 
many as were convenient, or could be accommodated. That, 
then, was one of the evils of the extenſive and wide-ſpread war 
into which miniſters had plunged the country. Why, he aſked, 
had the difference between the land and the ſea-ſervice at 
Corſica been kept a ſecret, and the land-officer promoted as 
ſoon as he came home? It afforded clear evidence, that if the 
ſame cordiality had exiſted as in Lord Howe's fleet, Baſtia 
would have been taken ſooner. The Earl defended that part 
of the Duke of Bedford's argument reſpecting the ſmall loſs of 
men in the capture. The Noble Duke, he ſaid, meant obvi- 
oully, that if there had not been any diſſenſion between the 
two ſervices, the ſucceſs would have been greater. He conſi- 
dered Baſtia as a trifling acquiſition, and thought if Lord 
Hood's. ſquadron had been employed elſewhere, and united 
with Lord Howe's fleet, our late victory over the French, 
glorious and ſucceſsful as it was, would have been much more 
glorious, The Noble Secretary had ſaid, the Houſe had but 
one way of ſhewing its approbation, which was by giving their 
thanks, and that they ſhould be given when the ſervice was 
important enough. If the importance of the victory was upon 
every occaſion to be conſidered, there were other important 
victories, received with much more general joy and tranſport, 
which had never been noticed with more than uſual commend- 
ation. Was not the ſurrender of Valenciennes effected by the 
Duke of York, and was not that ſurrender of more importance 
than Baſtia ? yet the thanks of that Houſe were never com- 
municated to his Royal Highneſs, though he had diſplayed 
ſuch ſignal valour. Was the conduct of the ſon of the King 
or on 
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on that occaſion leſs meritorious than the conduct of Lord 
Hood in taking this famous Baſtia ? and yet there had been 
no ſhew of their boaſted loyalty, in coming forward to thank terly1 
the gallant Prince. As the whole iſland of Corſica was ſoon the B 
expected to become ſubject to our dominion, why did not the their 
Adminiſtration wait till the whole iſland was reduced? | | 


| Jovr | 
Prince 


guiſh 


| | the 

To give additional aid, the ſubject of Toulon was quoted; by evi 

yet the evacuation of Toulon, with the burning of the fleet, "ad 
Was only mentioned in his Majeſty's Speech, at the beginning Houſe 
of the ſeſſion, and in the debate, which is always conſidered | Mediti 


as an anſwer, without any further honour. If that was de- 
ſerving the thanks of the Houſe, the Noble Secretary ſhould more f 
have made a motion at that time, when the Houſe was wel! 3 
attended, and when their Lordſhips were prepared to diſcuſs ae 


to thi: 


appeal, 
oppoſir 
countr 


It. a »” : | 
De Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was extremely concerned and 
aſtoniſhed to hear the Noble Earl oppoſe a motion of thanks to 


an abſent and deſerving officer, and till more ſo, to hear him 1 
do it on ſuch grounds. The Noble Earl (Lauderdale) had }! 15 
ſpoken very truly, when he ſaid it was an invidious taſk to op- 10 
poſe ſuch a motion. During the courſe of a long Parliament- Due 


ary life, he never knew an inſtance of it; and the grounds, part he 
upon which it was now attempted, 1 7 to him to be ex- hat eve 
tremely ill- founded. He declared, for his part, he thought | had giv 
more highly of Britiſh officers than to imagine they would be bad fois 
jealous of thanks voted to each other, by that or the other 
Houſe of Parliament. Lord Howe's breaſt, he was ſatisfied, 
would glow with warmer ardour, when he heard that a branch princip] 
of that fleet over which, ſo much to his honour, he preſided, | Fans 
had acquitted themſelves ſo honourably and ſo advantageouſ from gl 
for their country. He had never imagined that any accidental on 
difference of opinion between the two ſervices would hare paſs, th 
been brought under diſcuſſion in Parliament; he knew of no Re 
inſtance of ſuch conduct, and he conſidered it as uncommonly 4 
cruel and uncandid, in any Noble Lord, to take an opportu- 


ment tc 
by mak 


| ) were ne 
nity of introducing ſuch a topic, with a view to comment extend 
upon it and do miſchief. With regard to the capture of mander 
Valenciennes, and the illuſtrious perſonage concerned in ta- for the f 


ing it, the mention was equally unfair. Every Engliſhman's | The 
breaſt, no doubt, was filled with the moſt grateful and ſatiſ- 1 

factory feelings towards his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Yorks 
for his noble, ipirited, and gallant conduct, during the whole 
of the war. But why thank him for the capture of Valen- 
ciennes? For what were the Houſe to thank him ? Becauſe a 
Britiſh Prince, at the head of a part of a Britiſh army, acting 


in concert with allied forces, under the command of _ 
z 


The L. 
Original 1 
he was ir 

Ver, 
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prince, did his duty very eminently; and in a very diſtin- 
iſhed manner, no doubt, had aſſiſted in an able and maſ- 
terly mode of obtaining poſſeſſion of a place, not a conqueſt of 
the Britiſh nation, nor kept for them when conquered, or in 
their behalf. No man could be more ready than he was, to 
do the Duke of York every poſſible juſtice. He deſerved it 
for every part of his conduct; but it was not a parallel caſe; it 
did not ſtand upon the ground that called for the thanks of the 
Houſe. The whole- of the conduct of Lord Hood in the 
Mediterranean, his Lordſhip ſaid, had been highly beneficial 
to this country, as well as highly honourable to himſelf, but 
more particularly his conqueſt of Baſtia; and. if the ſuppoſed 
diſunion between the commanders had actually exiſted, it only 
added to the luſtre of the Noble Lord's achiovament.® He 
appealed, therefore, to their Lordſhips upon the hardſhip of 
oppoling a motion of thanks to any Noble Lord, ſerving his 
country at a diſtance with acknowledged zeal and ability, and 
in a manner ſo effectual, that no man could deny his merit. 
The Earl of Lauderdale again roſe, and contended, that if 
Lord Hood were to be thanked for the capture of Baſtia, the 
Duke. of York ought to have been thanked for the glorious 


part he took in the conqueſt of Valenciennes. He maintained, 


that even under the explanation the Noble Secretary of State 
had given of the object of the war, namely, peace, which he 
had faid could not be effected without reſtoring ſuch a govern- 
ment to France, as ſhould offer ſecurity to the reſt of Europe; 
by making order, law, religion, and morality, its foundation 


principles, the ſubverſion of the exiſting government of 
France was the avowed object, which was a different object 
from that actually pretended. to be the object. He enlarged. 


on his former argument, and ſaid, that if the motion were to 
paſs, the officers ought tobe thanked as well as thoſe. m the 
ſea-ſervice z and therefore, if the motion of the previous queſ- 


tin, which his Hon. Friend, the Noble Earl, had moved, 


were not carried, he ſhould move, as an amendment, to 
extend the thanks to Lieutenant- Colonel Villette, the com- 


mander of the land-forces. His Lordſhip quoted the Gazette 


for the proof of Colonel Villette's merit. | 
The Houſe then divided: 75 
Contents (for the previous queſtion) 5 
Not- centents (againſt it) 31 


= . 8 g Majority 2 . 

The Lord Chancellor then proceeded to read Lord Grenville's 
original motion of thanks, and was putting the queſtion, when 
he was interrupted by 5 — . 
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The Earl of Lauderdale, who inſiſted that he had a right firſt 


to propoſe a motion of thanks to Colonel Villette, for his 
meritorious ſervices at Corſica, Colonel Villette being equally 
entitled to them as Lord Hood. | | 2 

This interpoſition of the Noble Earl being contrary to all the 
eſtabliſhed rules of Parliament, he was called to order by the 
whole Houſe. | 
_ The Noble Earl, however, perſiſted in what he called his 
right. | | 1 

bee he Lord Chancellor ſtood up and ſaid, he ſpoke to order 
from the woolſack. EST: . 

The Earl of Lauderdale, notwithſtanding this, attempted to 
proceed, though the cry of“ The Chair,” „The Chair,” 
echoed from all ſides. | 1 5 

Lord Hawkeſbury deſired to be heard on the point of order. 
He declared he had ſat thirty-five years in Parliament, and 
never witneſſed ſuch unruly and diſorderly behaviour in any 
member. He had never known a Speaker oppoſed, when 
laying down the order as a Speaker. He called upon their 
Lordſhips to ſupport the Chair, or all that was decent and or- 
derly in the Senate would be annihilated. | 
The Earl of Lauderdale never fat down the whole time; and 
as ſoon as Lord Hawkeſbury finiſhed, again attempted to inter- 


rupt the Chancellor (who was allo on his legs), and complained | 


with great warmth of Lord Hawkeſbury having been heard 
before him, although he was up firſt. | 
The Houſe at length prevailed ; and the united voice of 
their Lordſhips, in a peremptory manner, compelled the Noble 
Lord to deſiſt. | | | 
Type Lord Chancellor then was heard on the point of order, 
and declared, that when he was laſt interrupted, he had been 
on his legs appealing to the Houſe, and aſking leave to ſtate 
from the woolſack the order of their proceedings; he meant 


merely to ſtate what he conceived to be his duty with regard to 


order, which he would then do.. He explained the order ac- 
cordingly, ſhewing, that no motion could be allowed to pre- 
cede thoſe of which the Houſe were already in poſſeſſion. 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to order. His Lordſhip com- 
plained of the tumultuous oppoſition that had been made to 
Fim; he ſaid, he would leave it to the judgment of their 
Lordſhips, in their cooler moments, to decide upon. He had 
loſt nothing, however, by the temporary triumph, if it were 
thought a triumph; becauſe, by a motion of amendment, he 
could be let in to move all that he wiſhed. 5 

T he Biſhop of Rochefler declared himſelf conſcious of having 


# joined in the 7umultuous oppoſition to the Noble Earl, if fo b 
3 . coul: 


Jone 17 
could | 
blame, 


ſhip th 


queſtion 
was Cal 
conduC 
always 
The. 
aroſe fr 
ſack, v 
. 
why he 
The 
Noble J 
The 4 
perſpic1 
cellor w 
order, | 
down. 
Lord d 
ſpaken 
was not 
The 1 
every p 
warrant 
daily pr 
The 1 
ought tc 
as well 
to inſert 
Admira 


amendm 


® Lord 
theory, is 


of practice 


queitions, 


doing mor 


17] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 237 


could be deemed; and therefore roſe to take his ſhare of the 
blame, and ftate the principles on which he acted. His Lord- 
ſhip then traced the fact of the proceeding upon the previous 
queſtion, when the words, „ that the queſtion be now put,” 
was carried, therefore the Lord Chancellor was correct in his 


conduct; and, for his, own part, the Biſhop declared, he 


always would ſupport the. Chair. | 

The Earl of Derby replied, and ſtated the diſtinction that 
aroſe from the queſtion having been only read from the Wool- 
ack, without Lord Grenville's having formally moved it“. 

The Lord Chancellor left the Woolfack, and gave his reaſons 
why he differed from the Noble Earl. | ; 

The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid a few words in ſupport of the 
Noble Lord on the Woolſack. Oh 

The Earl 4 Mansfield declared, in a ſhort but moſt able and 
perſpicuous ſpeech on the point of order, that the Lord Chan- 
cellor was to be conſidered as Speaker, and when he laid down 
order, being pre-eminent, every other Peer was bound to fit 
down, He ſhould have thought the Noble and Learned 
Lord diſorderly, but not ſtated him to be ſo, had he 
ſpoken of any thing but order from the Woolſack; it clearly 
was not ſo in this inſtance, but correctly right. 

The Earl of Lauderdale concurred with the Noble Earl in 
every point he had ſtated; but contended, that he had been 
warranted in what he had ſaid, and juſtified it, by.reference to 


daily practicſe. | | 
The Duke of Bedford thought what was order for one Peer 
ought to be order for another. Why not thank the Admirals 
as well as Lord Hood ? He ſhould-move, as an amendment, 
to inſert thanks to Admiral Sir Francis Goodall, and other 
Admirals on board Lord Hood's fleet. | 53 
The Earl of Lauderdale was again on his legs, and ſtated, that 
the Lord Chancellor's mode of addreſs to intreat that he might 
ſpeak from the Woolſack was a clear and ſufficient proof that he 
meant to ſay ſomething diſorderly. | | 
The Lord Chancellor once more explained, and proved, that 
the mode he had adopted was out of reſpect to the Houſe, 
and not diſorderly. . 5 
The Earl f Lauderdale moved an amendment to Lord Gren- 
ville's motion, which he maintained he had a rizht to do. This 
amendment was to introduce the name of Colonel Villette. 


Lord Derby was correctly right in this point of order, which, in ftrit 
theory, is aid down as his Lordſhip ſtated it to be; but, trom the looſeneſs 
of practice, a habit had obtained of putting the remainder of any ſtring of 
queltions, which have; been opened and read to the Houſe, without the mover 


doing more than hand them to the Spe. ker. 
| | - Lord 
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Lord Sydney ſpoke of the uſeleſſneſs of ſuch an amendment; 
they might as well thank a marine officer as Lieutenant-Colonel 
Villette. His Lordſhip ſaid, he knew the Colonel a little; he 
was a young oſſicer, but a meritorious one, he believed: He 
had ſenſe and judgment to know the nature of the preſent 
attempt, and to ſee its drift; and he believed he would not 
conſider ſuch a ſingling out as any great honour ; if his name 
Vas introduced, ſo mult all of the ſame rank in Corſica. The 


officers were all in the motion before the Houſe, and that was 


perfectly ſufficient. | 
The queſtion was put on the amendment, and negatived. 
The Duke of Bedford then moved,“ That the Admirals who 
«& acted under Lord Hood be named in the thanks with Lord 
„ | 
The motion was put and negatived. RES 
The remaining motion of acknowledgment to the men, &c. 
under Lord Hood in the expedition at Baſtia, was put and car- 
ried ; after which the Houſe adjourned. : 


* 


- PROTEST 
Against the Vote of Thanks to Lord Hood. 
Diſſentient, 0 18 


I. Becauſe it has not been the practice of this Houſe to vote 
thanks to officers commanding his Majeſty's forces by fea or 
land, except on occaſions where they have eminently advanced 
the honour, and promoted the intereſts, of their country, by 
the moſt important and acknowledged ſervices. ; 

2. Becauſe, by voting the thanks of this Houſe, except in 
ſuch inſtances, we diminiſh*the value of the moſt honourable 
reward we have it in our power to confer, and leſſen one of the 
beſt incitements to future ſervice. 
3. Becauſe the reduction of Baſtiq does not in itſelf appear 
to us to be ſuch a ſervice as calls upon this Houſe for any ex- 
traordiaary mark of approbation or applauſe. 

4. Becauſe, whatever the merit of that ſervice may be, the 
other Admirals of the fleet, and the Commanding Officers of 
his Majeſty's land-forces, muſt have had their ſhare in it, and 
to refuſe thanking them, as had been uſual on ſimilar occa- 
ſions, appears to us to juſtify an opinion, that the vote of 
thanks to Lord Hood originated from ſome motive of a private 


* 


and perſonal nature, which it is improper for this Houſe to 
countenance. {Ed het Ne hit ag TY Sn 
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q. Becauſe even miniſters themſelves do not ſeem, in the 
frit inſtance, to have conſidered that ſervice as entitled to ſuch 
a mark of approbation; for, though accounts had been received 
of the reduction of Baſtia, previous to thoſe of the victory ob- 
tained by the fleet under the command of Farl Howe, no in- * 
tention was announced 6f moving a vote of thanks to Lord 
Hood, till this Houſe had paid the juſt tribute of gratitude and 
honour for that moſt important and ſplendid victory. | 
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An account of the negociable notes iſſued at Liverpoo] was 
preſented, and laid upon the table. 5 | 

The Houſe agreed to the amendments made by the Lords in 
the Slave Trade Bill, and the Penitentiary Houſes Bill, 

John Campbell, Eig. for the borough of Irwine, & took the 
oaths and his ſeat. „ 9 1 | 

Sir Watkin Lewes (one of the Repreſentatives for London), 
purſuant to notice, moved for leave to bring in a. Bill for 
* the better Regulation of the City Militia.” He ſtated that 
the preſent manner in which the militia of the metropolis was 
regulated, was attended with many- diſadvantages. and that 
they were not adequate to the defence of the city. He wiſhed, 
therefore, that they ſhould be put upon the ſame footing, and 
conduCted on the ſame plan, with the militia of the other parts 
of the kingdom. One regiment was to be conſtantly employed 
in the ciry; and the other ſhould be liable to any removal 
which might be thought proper. He hoped that the import- 
ance of the matter would impreſs the Houſe with the neceſſity 
of its exigency; and, as he underſtood that the Houſe would 
continue to fit for ſome time longer than was expected, he 
hoped that the Bill would pafs this ſeſſion. Leave was granted 
to bring in the Bill, and Sir Watkin Lewes, Mr. Alderman 
Anderfon, and Mr. Alderman Newnham, were ordered to pre- 
pare and bring in the ſame. wy | | 
Sir Watkin Lewes then brought in the Bill, which was read 
a firſt time. Upon the order for a ſecond reading, 

Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know, from the worthy, Alderman, 
emp preſſing neceſſity exiſted for bringing in ſuch a Bill at fo 
late a period of the ſeſſion, when there was very little pro- 

5 e e : bability 
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bability of its paſſing into a law before the prorogation of Par-. 


liament would take place? The city, he had obſerved, had 
been well protected under its preſent military eſtabliſhment ; 
nor did he conceive there was any defire. on their part of 
making a change in that eſtabliſhment, as no petition had been 
preſented from the City to that effect ; beſides, at the preſent 


time, he thought danger was leſs to be feared than at a former 
period it might have been; ſo that at all events the Bill was 


* 


miſ- timed. | 

Sir Watkin Lewes ſaid, that he had explained the nature and 
neceſſity of the Bill before the Hon. Member came into the 
Houſe, and he was egnvinced, when he examined the Bill, he 
would not give it any oppoſition. | | 

Alderman Newnham ſupported the Bill, on the ground of 
the propriety of regulating che militia, which were under the 
preſent regulations inadequate to the defence of the metropo- 
lis; beſides, in times like the preſent, he thought the City 


right in ſhewing their zeal in ſupport of the common cauſe. 


Mr. Sheridan did not mean to oppoſe a Bill, the contents of 
which he did not know; but he thought it rather an ill-timed 
expreſſion of zeal, to. come forward when the danger was 
paſſed, if any had ever exiſted. _ 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon moved to have the Bill printed, in 
which motion: Mr. Sheridan concurred. . | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer carried up the addreſs to his ö 


Majeſty, to the Lords, to acquaint them with the concurrence 
of the Commons therein. | | | 
THANKS TO THE MANAGERS: OF THE IMPEACHMENT. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he intended that day to 
have moved the thanks of the Houſe to the Managers of the 


Impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings, for their excellent conduct | 


in a laborious ſervice, but underſtanding that the motion was 

to undergo ſome diſcuſſion, and as he did not wiſh it to be in 

ſo thin a Houſe, he ſhould poſtpone it to Thurſday the 19th. 
Mr. Sumner was proceeding to ſtate the difficulty the Houſe 


would have in making up its opinion on a trial which had 


laſted for many years - when pg | ; 
The Speaker obſerved, that if the Hon, Member did not in- 
tend to conclude with a motion, it was not in order to hear him 
upon a notice. Fo | 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
5 WEDNESDAY, June 18. 

Met, and adjourned to Friday the 20th. 5 | A 

The Lord Chancellor, attended by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, Lord Grenville, the Earl of Mansfield, Lord Hawkeſ- 
bury, and ſeveral other Peers, and the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, accompanied by ſeveral of its Members, proceeded 
to St. James's, and preſented the following 


ADDRESS TO THE KING, 


FOUNDED ON THE REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES OF BOTH HOUSES, 

UPON THE PAPERS OF A SEDITIOUS AND TREASONABLE NATURE, 

WITH WHICH HIS MAJESTY HAD ACCOMPANIED HIS ROYAL 
| MESSAGE OF MAY 12. = 
„ Mot Gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
aſembled, having taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the 
communications which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make 
to us, reſpecting deſigns againſt the public peace and ſafety, 
carried on within this realm, think it our bounden duty, at 
this period, humbly to lay before your Majeſty thoſe ſenti- 
ments to which we are led by the reſult of that examination. 

« We have ſeen, with the utmoſt concern and indignation, 
that there has exiſted within this realm a ſeditious and traiter- 
ous conſpiracy, directed to the ſubverſion of the authority of 
your Majeſty and your Parliament, and to the utter deſtruction 
of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution and government of -theſe your 
Majeſty's kingdoms ; and that, for the execution of thoſe 
wicked and deteſtable deſigns, means of open violence were 
preparing, and acts meditated, teading to all the horrors of in- 
ſurrection, anarchy, and rebellion. | 
„That, with the fulleſt conviction. of theſe deſigns, thus 
deliberately entertained, openly avowecl, and on the very point 
of being attempted to be executed, we | eel ourſelves bound to 
expreſs to your Majeſty our gratitud:: for the paternal care 
which your Majeſty has ſhewn for the deareſt intereſts of your 
people, in having taken ſuch meaſures; as might beſt tend to 
defeat all ſuch purpoſes, and to bring the authors abd abettors 
of them to public juſtice, | = 

* We have, on our part, proceeded 1 vithout delay, after the 
example of our anceſtors, and under tl ie juſt impreſſion of the 
exigeney of ſuch a ſituation, to veſt tn your Majeſty, by law, 
ſuch additional powers as ſeem belt calculated to grovide 5 

| tne 


© 


36 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 


joyment of property, of liberty, and of life itſelf. 


« And we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that, as we are 
determined to defend with reſolution and vigour, again{t our 
foreign enemies, the rights of your Majeſty's Crown, the ſafety | 
and welfare of our country, and the exiſtence of good order 
and civil ſociety, fo we will, on every occaſion, afford to your 
Majeſty the fulleſt ſupport and aſſiſtance in maintaining invi- } 
olate the free conſtitution of theſe realms, in preſerving inter- 
pal peace and tranquillity, and in reſiſting the deſperate pur- | 
poſes of thoſe who would introduce among us the miſeries 
which now prevail in France; ſuch being the conduct which 
we feel to be due from us, as faithful and affectionate ſubjects, 
and as men deeply impreſſed with the value of the bleilings Þ 


which we enjoy.” LENT 
The following is his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer: 


cc My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« I receive, with great ſatisfaction, this dutiful and loyal 


& addreſs. | 


© could not doubt of the concern and indignation-with Þ 
«& which you would ſee, from the communications which 1 
directed to be made to you, the nature and extent of the 
c treaſonable confpiracy which has been carried on in this 
& kingdom, and directed to the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed con- 
ce ſtitution and government. You may be aſſured, that nothing 
& thall be wanting, on my part, to give due energy and vigour to 
© the execution of the laws, in order to maintain our internal ; 
« peace and tranquillity, and to preſerve to my ſubjects the Þ 


Your uniform conduct 


La 
* 


bleſſings of liberty and order. 


©. affords me the ſureſt pledge that I ſhall, on all occaſions, re- j 


tc ceive from you that aſſiſtance and ſupport which may belt 


contribute to theſe points, ſo eſſential to the deareſt intereſts 
« of my people, whoſe happineſs muſt ever be the firſt object | 


of my wiſhes,” 


HOUSE | 


[Lor ps, 

the public peace and tranquillity, And we rely with confi. } 
dence on your Majeity's employing all legal and conſtitutional. } 
means for the puniſhment of ſuch crimes z for the ſuppreſſion | 
of the firſt appearance of any tumult or diſorder connected 
with them; and generally, for the giving, as the circumſtances 1 
manifeſtly require, full energy and vigour to the execution of | 
the laws by which all your Majeſty's ſubjeQs are equally pro- 
tected, and from which alone they can derive the ſecure en- 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. | 
| We pNESDAY, June 8. 
' The Chancellor of the Exchequer, and other Members of the 
Privy Council, proceeded with the addreſs to the King on the 
Report of the Committee of Secrecy. EF: 
Adjourned. | 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| TruRsdayY, Fune 19. 
| The Speaker counted the Houſe at four o'clock ; and there 
being only twenty-ſix Members preſent, they neceſſarily ſepa- 
tec. | | ; 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRI DAV, June 20. 

De Lord Chancellor informed the Houſe, that they had 
waited upon his Majeſty with their addreſs, to which he was 
pleaſed to return a moſt gracious anſwer. _ 

The Lord Chancellor then read to the Houſe the following 
anſwer from Admiral Earl Howe, to the vote of thanks tranſ- 
mitted by him to the Earl, purſuant to order of the Houſe. 


LETTER FROM EARL HOWE. 
« My Lord, | 

% Acknowledging my obligations in reſpect of the very 
lattering terms in which your Lordſhip has been pleaſed to 
make known to me the highly eſteemed honour conferred upon 
me by the unanimous reſolution of thanks of the Houſe of 
Lords, ſignified in your letter of the 14th inſtant, I am to in- 
treat that you will have the further goodneſs to aſſure their 
Lordſhips of the deep impreſſion I ſhall ever retain of their 
condeicending notice. 3 

“The merit I would aſſume on this occaſion, conſiſts in my 
good fortune; inaſmuch as I held the chief command, when ſo 
many reſolute principal and ſubordinate officers, as well as 
nave men, ſerving under their orders, were employed at that 
ime in the fleet. And I muſt add, that if there is cauſe for 


mumph of the Britiſh ſailors, whoſe animated and perſevering 
courage, I believe, has in no inſtance ever been exceeded. I 
[tall therefore have a great inoreaſe of happineſs in obeying 

Vol. IV. X x the 
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triumph in the late defeat of the enemy at ſea, it is truly the 
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the commands of the Houſe of Lords, by communicating to 
thoſe ſeveral deſcriptions of perſons, the ſenſe their Lordſhips 
have deigned to expreſs of their good conduct. 
I have the honour to remain, 
&« With the greateſt reſpect, 
My Lord, 
«& Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
„ HOWE.” 
The Queen Charlotte, at Spithead, 
the 18th day of June 1794. 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


FRIDAY, June 20. 


The Houſe in a Committee, Mr. Hobart in the chair, wen: | 
through the City Militia Bill, and made ſome amendments 


thereto. 


Mr. Hobart preſented the report, which was reccived, and | 


the ſeveral amendments agreed to by the Houſe. 


Upon the queſtion that this Bill, with the amendments, be 


now engrofled, | 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he ſhould certainly have given ſome 
oppoſition to the Bill, had he been in the Houſe when the Bill } 
had been in its former ſtages. He did not perceive any in- 


mediate neceſſity for hurrying the Bill through the Houſe in 


ſuch a manner, as not even to give the citizens of London time 
to conſider its effects. With regard to the particular clauſes } 


of it, he thought them highly objectionable, and ſuch as the 


preamble did not warrant, which carried on the very face f 


the proceeding, ſomething like deceit. It ſet forth, that there 


were ſome defects in the preſent militia eftabliſhment ; and, 
in order to remedy ſuch defects, the Bill entirely deſtroyed the | 
ancient conſtitutional force of the city. Their preſent force | 
conſiſted of ooo men, which, if properly managed, would be 


an effectual protection for the city; in the place of this force, 


it was propoſed that there ſhould be ſubſtituted two regiments ö 


of militia, which were to be under the controul of the King, 
and to add to the influence of the Crown, conſiſting but of 


600 men each, which did not appear to him to be any im- 


provement of its military force. For theſe reaſons, Mr. 


Sheridan ſaid, he felt it his duty to move, that the engroſſing of Þ 
this Bill be poſtponed to Monday ſe*nnight. Should it then 
be thought expedient to perſevere in the meaſure, Gentlemen 


would at leaſt have the benefit, of the interyal to weigh the 


matter 
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matter thoroughly in their minds before they aſſented to a Bill | 


of ſo miſchievous a tendency. | 

Sir James Sanderſon defended the meaſure ; he ſaid, that all 
poſſib e means were uſed to render the defence of the city, by 
raiſing a militia by the former law, praCticable, but without 
effect; and he ſtated, that it was the Kale of the City at large, 
a8 well as his own firm conviction, that the city was ſafer with 
an actual defence of 1200 diſciplined men, than it could be 


with the armed multitude alluded to by the Hon. Gentleman, 


under all the diſadvantages and difficulties of raiſing them 
under the old regulation, if they could be raiſed at all, which 
he thought was not very likely. He contended that the old 
force of the city was of no uſe whatever, nor ever had been. 

Alderman Curtis followed him on the ſame grounds, as did 
allo Sir Wathin Leaves. : 

Mr. Francis oppoſed the Bill, on the ground of its being a 
meaſure to increaſe the Executive Power, without any neceſſity 
for ſuch increaſe. At all events, from the importance of it, 
it ought to have time allowed for a fair conſideration. 

Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſupported the Bill. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he regarded it as a Bill of pains and pe- 
nalties againſt the City, for their having refuſed ro enter into 
the late ſubſcriptions ſo earneſtly ſolicited, by Government. 
The meaſure was ſo fraught with miſchief, ſo repugnant to 
the ſpirit of freedom that had ever diſtinguiſhed the metropo- 
lis, that he eould not believe the inhabitants had been conſulted 
upon the ſubject. If they had, in fact, conſented to it, they 
acceded to a puſillanimous abandonment of their moſt valuable 
nghts and privileges. They were to give up the power they 


had long enjoyed by charter, of defending themſelves by a force 


lelected out of their own body, ſubject only to their own laws. 
If that body was defective in ſome particular, as perhaps it 
was, the defect ought to be removed, but the whole ſyſtem of 
the City force ſhould not be deſtroyed at once, which by this 
Bill paſſing into a law, he muſt contend, would be the caſe. 
He was confident that the citizens of London did not tho- 
roughly underſtand the full extent of the Bill ; if they did, 
they would not have inſtructed their Repreſentatives to ſup- 
port it; and if their Repreſentatives did ſupport it after their 
conſtituents had proper information on the ſubject, he believed 
thoſe Gentlemen would never have an opportunity of preſent- 
ing any thing on the part of the city of London again. Inſtead 
of amending the exiſting laws, as it profeſſed to do, it went to 
diſarm the City of their preſent power, and to veſt it in the 
nds of the Crown. It was a link of that chain of innovation 
2 2 ; | on 
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on the rights of the people which characterized the preſent 
Adminiſtration ; and another attempt to convert the govern- 
ment of the country into an abſolute monarchy. He thought 


this meaſure one of the moſt. daring which had been brought | 


forward during this ſeſſion, and that it was a continuation of the 


ſyſtem of miniſters to introduce a military government into 
the country, in place of its natural and conſtitutional force. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, the meaſure had originated with | 
the city of London, who had on this, as on every other occa- | 
fion, diſtinguiſhed themſelves for their loyalty and attachment 
to the government of the country. They had ſtepped forward 
with alacrity in ſupport of good order, and for internal defence. 
The Bill, ſo far from being a Bill of pains and penaltics, was 
directly the reverſe. It was a ſubſtitute for the Bill propoſed } 
by Parliament, from the letter of which, the City, no doubt, 
for wiſe reaſons, thought proper to diſſent. Still retaining the 
ſpirit of it, however, their conduct furniſhed a ſtriking inſtance 1 
of firmneſs and independence on the one hand, and of loyalty | 
and attachment to the Executive Government on the other. Mr. 
Dundas did not believe that the citizens of London were ſo unin- 3 
formed on this ſubject as the Hon. Gentleman who firſt ſpoke 
againſt the Bill would infinuate : The truth was, that the citi- 
zens of London had conſidered the Bill maturely, and they 
knew it to be a proper meaſure : They underſtood their inte- 
reſts too well to need the warning voice of the Hon. Gentle- 
man, to call them to the ſtandard to aſſert their rights. Ther 
knew the value of the bleſſings they enjoyed, and they had too 
much good ſenſe ever to abandon them but with their lives. 
He then took a general review of the militia laws, and of the 
Volunteer Corps Bill, and pointed out the variation that was 


ſolicited by the preſent Bill. 


Mr. Alderman Neaunham declared, that the meaſure did ori- 
ginate with the City, who had well conſidered the ſubject; the 
Alderman further ſaid, he obſerved ſeveral Gentlemen of the 
Committee in the gallery, who, if they were permitted to 
ſpeak, would demonſtrate the alacrity with which the propo- 


fition was adopted by all ranks of perſons eaſt of 'Temple-bar. 


Mr. Sheridan inſiſted, that, if the city of London was in- 
duced to concur in this meaſure, it muſt have been taken by 
ſurpriſe, and not have had ſufficient explanation. He was 
aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch diſparagement of the old city eſtabliſ- 
ment, eſpecially from Sir Watkin Lewes, under whoſe martial 
eye they were formed; he ſurely ought not to ridicule a mil- 
tary eſtabliſhment, of which he himſelf was a conſiderable Þ 
commander. [A loud laugh.) He did not ſpeak 1 f 
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i 
The Hon. Gentleman bore a very reſpectable military reputa- 
tion, though perhaps not ſo high as the Prince of Cobourg, the 
late King of Pruſſia, or Colonel Mack. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, 
he was ſurpriſed to hear from the Hon. Gentleman that 
the preſent militia was of no ſervice, nor that it ever had 
been : He had forgot the, ſervices they had rendered the coun- 
tryin the times of Charles the Firſt, particularly at the ſiege 
of Glouceſter. The worthy magiſtrate (Sir James Sander- 
ſon) was alſo a great military commander, and had on a former 
occaſion received thanks for his conduct. It was true, he 
might want the military air of his Hon. Friend near him (Co- 
jonel Cawthorne), but he might nevertheleſs poſſeſs talents 
ſufficient to improve the preſent force of the city, and not lend 
his aid to deſtroy it. The occaſions on which this militia was 
to be called out, were notoriouſly vague. One of them was 
imminent danger of rebellion. The Habeas Corpus Act had 
already been ſuſpended, the militia called out, and the Parlia- 
ment ſuddenly aſſembled, on account of intended invaſions 
and apprehended inſurrection. The city force was now at the 
diſpoſal of the City; if this force were ſuperſeded, the new 
militia would be entirely at the diſpoſal of the Crown. Why 
had not the Hon. Gentlemen come earlier to Parliament, if 
they knew ſo well the inefficacy of the city militia? Was it 
only within a few days, or a few weeks, that they had diſco- 


vered it to be uſeleſs and burdenſome ? The ſurrender of the 


charter appeared to him extraordinary, and the baſe and pufil- 
lanimous manner in which it was done {till more fo, He did 
not think that the conſent of the citizens was ſufficient to in- 
duce the Houſe to paſs a Bill of this nature ; and being confi- 
dent too, that the citizens did not underſtand the extent of the 
Bill, he ſhould perſiſt in moving that the debate on the Bill be 
adjourned till Monday the 23d, to give ſome ſhort time to the 
inhabitants of London to conſider of the meaſure. | 
Upon this motion the Houſe divided : 


For the Adjournment — 12 
Againſt it | — — 70 


| | Majority 58 _ 
THANKS TO THE MANAGERS OF THE IMPEACHMENT OF 
1 | MR, HASTINGS. = 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he conceived it to 
be the immemorially eſtabliſhed uſage of that Houſe, when it 
ſelected any of its Members for the diſcharge of extraordinary 
duties, or for the direction and execution of extraordinary 
truſts, as ſoon as thoſe duties were diſcharged, and thoſe truſts 


fulfilled, 
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fulfilled, to render them that ſatisfaction to which their labours 
and fidelity entitled them. Having premiſed thus much, ang 


_ aſcertained it by reference to the conduct of the Houſe in the 


caſes of impeachment on its records, he ſaid, that he expected 
to have the opinion of moſt of the Hon..Members preſent with 
him, that if this uſage was, on former at u conſi- 
dered as neceſſarily reſulting from the juſtice of the Houſe, 
the preſent caſe came before them with a claim equal, if not 
ſuperior, to any that ſtood upon their Journals; for it was 2 
taſk of great length, labour, and difficulty, and had been per- 
ſormed by the Hon. Managers with indefatigable induſtry, un- 
paralleled patient aſſiduity, and laudable obedience to the de- 
ſires of that Houſe; and, ſtill more, with ſuch unexampled 


ability, that he knew not what reward was adequate to their 


ſervices. That which alone the Houſe had it in their power 
to beſtow, he ſaid, it was their bounden duty to give — lle 
meant, their thanks and approbation. 

Contemplating it rather as a matter of juſtice than of 
mere favour, when he had propoſed to move the Houſe 
to this effect, he thought that it would have been unne- 
ceſſary for him to have made a ſingle obſervation on the ſub- 
ject, further than to ſtate the facts pro forma, as a ground for 
the motion : He really thought a debt ſo obviouſly due, would 
be diſcharged by unanimous conſent ; he did not ſuppoſe it 
pollible that he ſhould have met with any oppoſition. He did 
not think that Gentlemen could, if they regarded Parliament- 
ary propriety, refuſe to the Managers the tribute of the thanks 
of the Houſe, whatever might have been their early opinions 
with regard to the propriety. of the impeachment itſelf. The 
right of impeachment. was a moſt valuable part of the Britiſh 
conſtitution, and perhaps as important, when exerciſed to pro- 
tect our diſtant provinces from oppreſſion, and to controul the 
ſeverity of Oriental deſpotiſm, as when enforced to correct of- 
fences committed againſt our own laws and conſtitution at 
home. Finding that an oppoſition was intended, he had taken 
ſome pains to conſider, and to conjecture, what rational 
objections could poſſibly be made to it: Such as he had 
been able to conceive, he would anſwer, he ſaid, by anticipa- 
tion, reſerving to himſelf a right of replying to any others that 


might have eſcaped the ſearch of his imagination; in which 


ſearch he had not only ranged through the wide field of objec- 
tion that ingenuity might, by its moſt overſtrained efforts, raiſe 
againſt his propoſition, and examined them with all the atten- 


tion in his power, but he had taken into conſideration what that 


claſs of men were, from whom ſuch objections could come 
conſiſtently 
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conſiſtently with their former conduct on voting the impeach- 
ment, or canvaſſing the propriety of conduct of a Member of 
that Houſe in the diſcharge of his Parliamentary functions. 

The uſage of the Houſe on ſuch occaſions being undeni- 
able, he ſaid the queſtion muſt neceſſarily reſolve itſelf into 
this,“ Was there any thing peculiarly belonging to this caſe, 
to make it an exception to the general practice?“ as to the 
expediency or inexpediency, the juſtice or the hardſhip, of the 
impeachment, each was quite foreign to the preſent queſtion. 
The impeachment itſelf had been voted, not only under the 
conviction of the guilt of the party impeached, but as a terror 
to thoſe placed in a ſimilar fituation in the government of our 
diſtant provinces; and whatever the ultimate decifion might 
be, he was confident that the example of Mr. Haſtings would 
deter other governors from a repetition of the practices which 
marked his adminiſtration : And ſecuring the properties of the 
natives, by ſalutary regulations, would temper every Oriental 
deſpotiſm. 

The managers who conducted all former impeachments 
had been rewarded with the only reward which they could 
receive for their labours, the approbation of the Houſe of 
Commons. He had examined with ſome care, whether there 
were any circumſtances that diſtinguiſhed this from every other 
impeachment, in ſuch a manner as to make it improper or 
unneceſſary to paſs a vote of thanks to thoſe Members who 
had conducted it; and, after an accurate and minute inveſtiga- 
tion, he was of opinion, that it was diſtinguiſhed from all other 
trials of a ſimilar nature, by circumſtances of unuſual partiality 
in favour of thoſe Gentlemen. They had been placed in a 
grand and ftriking fituation, when the Houſe had committed 
the accuſation of Mr. Haſtings to their charge; and when he 
conſidered the comprehenſive inquiries, the patience of mind, 
and the perſpicacity of judgment which they were called upon 
to exert, and which they had ſo amply diſplayed in the per- 
formance of this duty, he thought them highly entitled to the 
thanks of the Houſe. The Houſe, by voting it, had at leaſt 
declared their ſenſe that it ſhould operate as an example to 
regulate the conduct of future governors, and point out to 
them the neceſſity of maintaining good government, and diſ- 
penſing with a faithful hand the diſtributions of equal law and 
juſtice to the moſt remote corners of the realm. If thoſe 
Gentlemen who meant to oppoſe his propoſition, would them- 
{elves look with the unbiaſſed eye of candour to the proceed- 
ings, they would find in them ſomething more important and 
more glorious than the merely vindicating the rights of Great 
Britain at home; they would find them vindicating people 
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and nations in the moſt diſtant regions we poſſeſs, and, with 


an outſtretched and mighty arm, ſhielding them from oppreſ- 
fion : Great though the Commons of Great Britain were in 
power, and glorious in the exerciſe of that power, he would 
maintain, that they never appeared more majeſtic than when 
extending protection to diſtant nations. ; 

He demonſtrated to the Houſe the merits of the Managers 
in the conduct of the impeachment. He ſaid, that when they 
conſidered the long and almoſt unremitted labour, the magni- 
tude of the object, the weight of the charge, the almoſt un- 
bounded extent of the proofs, documents, and other materials, 
the Managers had indeed a Herculean taſk to perform ; and the 
perſeverance and perſpicacity required and diſplayed by the 
Managers in the exerciſe of the taſk aſſigned to them, were ſo 
many evidences in their favour, and ſufficient not only to ex- 
tort the warmeſt applauſe from the Houſe, but even to cover, 
or rather annihilate, any error, if errors there ſhould be ſtated 


_ againſt them. Excluſive of thoſe reaſons, however, he would 


ſtill maintain, that it was a right conferred by cuſtom, and 
that the Houſe could not make this caſe an exception to the 
uſual conduct of Parliament, unleſs it appeared to them that 
there was a failure or miſcarriage ariſing from the miſconduct 
of the Managers. | 


In conſidering the objections that might poſſibly be ſtarted, 


the firſt that ſtruck him, as a general ground, was the length of 
the time. In this objection, however, on a general view, he 
was by no means inclined to concur: it was at beſt but mere 
preſumption; for he would put it to any man of candour and 
ſound ſenſe, to conſider the length of the proceedings, the na- 
ture of the charges brought by the Commons, and the nature 
of the evidence neceflary to ſupport thoſe. charges; and to 
declare, whether any imputation, on the ſcore of the duration 
of the impeachment, could at all attach on the managers : 
The very nature of impeachment, he ſaid, carried with it 2 
cure for that objection, as it implied a caſe of great length, 
and beyond the ſcope of an ordinary court of judicature; and, 
therefore, to make it a preſumptive objeCtion, was to make a 
preſumption againſt the very nature of impeachment itſelf. To 
examine the nature of that objection on other grounds, and 


_ conſider the general impreſſion that had been endeavoured to 
be made of the length of the trial, he reminded the Houſe of 


the mode in which juſtice directed that it ſhould be conſidered. 
The duration of the impeachment, he ſaid, was to be eſtimated, 
not by the years elapſed ſince its commencement, but by the 
days and hours actually allotted by the Court for the purpoſe: 


'The Houſe was to recolle& what number of days the _ 
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fat at all, and of each of thoſe days how many hours were 
| ziven to the buſineſs in hand; and they were then to conſider 
what portion of that was conſumed by the Managers, and 
what by the defendant : And ſtill further, what additional de- 
ay given by the latter, by inereaſi "g unwearied objeCtions, 
| taken on his part to every thing almoſt offered on the part of 
the proſecution. To prove this diſpoſition to objecting to 
evidence, Gentlemen had but to look to the Report made by 
their Committee on the cauſes of delay, and they would find 
it fully proved: They would find that the counſel for the 
defence indicated ſuch a diſpoſition to cavil and to object to 
evidence, that the imputation of delay originated with the 
party himſelf. Their earneſtneſs in endeavouring to get evi- 
dence ſuppreſſed, was a ſtrong preſumption that the Managers 
| propoſed none that was irrelevant to the charge; but the 
forms of the Court obliged the Lords to reject, in many in- 
ſtances, what had been procured by great induſtry and perſe- 
rerance: And again, of the portion conſumed by the Mana- 
gers, how much was loſt in conſequence of replying to trivial 
and vexatious obſtructions propoſed by the defendant's coun- 
{el, as barriers to the progreſs of the impeachment ; in which 
objections the defendant's counſel were generally fortunate 
| and ſucceſsful. The Managers had to diſcuſs queſtion after 
queſtion; and in theſe diſcuſhons it frequently fell to their 
lot to defend points more important even than the impeach- 
ment, and which they could not have given up without aban- 
doning ſome of the beſt privileges of our anceſtors. Gentle- 
men were bound in candour to refrain from oppoſing this mo- 
tion, unleſs they had minutely examined the whole queſtion. 
Were there any Members in that Houſe who could ſtand up 
and ſay, that they could have brought the trial to a concluſion 
in leſs time than the Committee of Managers had taken? He 
ad not think that any Hon. Member had reaſon to complain of 
them for dilatorineſs; but if they even had, he was afraid their 
complaint would at that time come too late. They ſhould 
have made it when the cauſe had occurred, and-when the evil 
might have been remedied. To delay it till the trial was over, 
Was an injuſtice both to the Managers and the accuſed. It 
looked, he ſaid, as if they connived at thoſe things, in order'to 
bring them forward in injury to.the Managers. | vs, 
Under theſe circumſtances, he ſaid, he could not ſee who 
could object to the vote of thanks, Thoſe who were originally 
friends of the impeachment, and thought that there was grave 
cauſe for inquiry, could not vote againſt it; had they changed 
their opinion of the impeachment, they ſhould have arreſted 
jhe progreſs of it, rather than have treaſured up their opinion 
Vol. IV. 7 to 
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to be brought forth at that unſeaſonable time. Another claſs 


of perſons who might object to the vote of thanks, were thoſe 
who had been averſe to the impeachment ab origine. To ſuch 
he would make this general obſervation, that their voices being 
abſorbed by the majority, they were as much bound by ſubſe- 


quent reſolutions, as if they had given their aſſent to them, | 
They were, however, at liberty to retain their opinions on the 
propriety of the meaſures; they could not add any thing to the | 


eclat of the managers, by joining in the vote of thanks; on 


the contrary, their difſent would prove it not a buſineſs of } 
courſe, but of diſcrimination, and the rules of the Houſe 1 


would preclude them from animadverting on the argumeats 


that led to that diſcuſſion. The Chancellor of the Exchequer | 
ſaid, he felt himſelf impelled by a ſenſe of duty to enter into | 


thoſe particulars, and to anticipate the objeCtions that might 
be 333 againſt the meaſure. : 


them by their country. Ph 


He, however, acknowledged he yet entertained a wiſh, that } 
the vote'of thanks might be unanimous on that occaſion, as he 
truſted it would in the ſubſequent motion, for a ſimilar max 
of national gratitude to Lord Hood, &c. and ſhew to the coun- 
try that thoſe who exerciſed the functions of good citizens at 
home, and thoſe who defended their country abroad, were 


equally the objects of eſteem and veneration, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded by moving, | 
“ That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Members | 


«© who were appointed Managers of the impeachment againll 


« Warren Haſtings, for their faithful management in dil- g 
charge of the truſt repoſed in them by the Commons.” 


Hr. Dundas ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Sumner ſaid, he could not avoid expreſſing his ſurpriſe, 
chat a motion ſuch as that he had juſt heard read, ſhould be 


conſidered 


e did not wiſh to be underſtood to caſt any perſonal reflec- | 
tion on the Gentlemen who were friends to Mr. Haſtings; } 
their motives he did not think it neceſſary to ſcan or to diſ- 
cuſs. The queſtion was, whether the vote of thanks ſhould | 
paſs unanimouſly, or receive the aſſent of thoſe only who were 
friends to the impeachment ? And he wiſhed thoſe Gentlemen 
who had ſhewn themſelves hoſtile to the impeachment, and 
were rivetted in their attachment to Mr. Haſtings, to reflect 
ſeriouſly before they gave a negative to the motion; for he | 

doubted much whether an unanimous vote of that Houſe I 
(honourable though it was) would be ſo honourable to the 
Managers, as a vote of thanks marked with the diſcriminating } 
negative of thoſe who felt themſelves irritated and ſtung by | 
the faithful and admirable diſcharge of the taſk impoſed upon } 


Jon? 20. 


conſidere 
conſidera 
made by 
rally his £ 
had ſuppc 
influence 
ee of ca 
poſed the 
ſcription « 
infinite pr 
ner ſaid, b 
Mr. Haſti 
of regard 
tion arof 
Haſtings. 
Haſtings 
motion th 
was befor 
evidence. 
of thanks 
Managers 
Hoyſe to 
years had 


cumſtance 


preſent m 
point of p 
of thanks. 
In revertii 
were not 1 
of the cot 
pear that 


ferred pri 


[The $; 
verdict, an 
ment, the 


then infor 
give judg 


day to det 
Lord Mac 


| proceedin: 
in the inte 


nouncing 


It was t 
had been 


chair, befi 
until the \ 


Joxz 20.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 34 


conſidered as a matter of courſe. He ſaid, that he roſe with 
conſiderable diffidence to 'oppoſe a motion which had been 
made by the Right Hon. Gentleman, with whom it was gene- 
nally his good fortune to agree. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
had ſupported the motion with all his talents and with all his 


influence, but he muſt add, he had not diſplayed any great de- | 


gree of candour in the courſe of his ſpeech, when he preſup- 
poſed the objeCtions which would be made from-a certain de- 
{cription of Gentlemen in that Houſe, one of whom he had 
mfinite pride and pleaſure in declaring himſelf to be. Mr. Sum- 
ner ſaid, he was happy to avow himſelf a very great admirer of 
Mr. Haſtings; that he looked up to him with every ſentiment 
of regard and affection; but his objeCtions to the preſent mo- 
| tion aroſe from circumſtances utterly independent of Mr. 
Haſtings. The Right Hon. Gentleman had faid, that Mr. 
Haſtings could not in any ſhape be affected now by any 
motion that could be made in that Houſe ;—that the deciſion 
was before a- competent court, which could only determine by 
evidence. Admitting this to be the fact, as he did, {till a vote 
of thanks was, in a certain degree, a vote of approbation of the 
Managers conduct. Surely the period was too ſhort for the 
Hoyſe to determine upon the conduct of their Managers. Seven 
| years had the trial laſted, and it had been attended with cir- 

cumſtances new and moſt extraordinary. It was faid, that the 
preſent motion was in conformity to precedent, but even in 
point of precedent, this was not the ſeaſon to propoſe a vote 
of thanks. It was not juſtified by the uſage of Parliament. 
In reverting to the Journals, the Hon. Member ſaid, inſtances 
were not wanting, where no vote at all was propoſed in behalf 
of the conductors of an impeachment, but in none did it ap- 
pear that the acknowledgments of the Houſe had been con- 
ferred prior to judgment being pronounced. 

[The Speaker obſerved, that the Hon. Member muſt mean 
verdiF, and not judgment. According to the uſage of Parlia- 


ment, the Lords give the verdict in their own chamber. They 


then inform the Commons, that they are ready to proceed to 
give judgment. The Cemmons, in anſwer, appoint a future 
day to demand judgment. In the caſes of Dr. Sacheverel and 
Lord Macclesfield (which Mr. Sumner, when interrupted, was 
Proceeding to inſtance), the Commons carried a vote of thanks 
in the interval between the giving of the verdict and the pro- 
nouncing of the judgment openly in the court. ] | 

It was true; Mr. Sumner ſaid, that on former occaſions thanks 
had been voted, and as the Speaker had informed him from the 
Chair, before the judgment was pronounced, but certainly not 


until the verdict was known. In this inſtance the thanks would 
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be voted many months before the judgment, and though any 


thing that could be conſtrued into an approbation of the Com- 
mons, would not affect the judgment, there was, an indecency. | 


in the proceedings which led him to oppoſe it in the firſt in- 
ſtance hy the previous queſtion. , 5 


- Mr. Sumner ſaid, that if the time were not improper, he | 


certainly would not oppoſe a vote of thanks to the Managers, 


one excepted, who had faithfully diſcharged the truſt impoſed on 
them, by ſupporting the ſpecific charges voted by the laſt | 
Hceule of Commons. Mr. Sumner ſaid, that he retained the 
ſame opinion which he had ſo often profeſſed of the charges, 


which he thought to be ill- ſounded; but jt was the duty of the 


Managers to ſupport them, and he never would be ſo illiberal | 
as to object to their receiving the thanks of that Houſe at 2 | 
proper time, provided they could be given without their 
eſtowing their thanks at the ſame time on the leading | 
Manager, who, he contended, had by his conduct diſgraced | 


and degraded the Houſe of Commons, and had dared, in their 


name, to vilify every Gentleman who had had the honour and 
good fortune to ſerve his country in India; including in his 
abuſe, all their connexions of every deſcription, and applying j 
the odious epithet gang to this body of men. [The Speaker 
calling to Order /] Mr. Sumner ſaid, that if he could find more 
meaſured exprefſions to convey to the Houſe his ſenſe of the 1 
miſconduct of Mr. Burke, and of the diſgrace he had brought 
upon the Houſe, he would uſe them; but he would proceed 
to explain of what nature the Manager's conduct had been, in 
the hope that it would be as much reprobated by the Houſe, MW 
as he knew it was by all deſcriptions of perſons out of doors, The 
facts that he ſhould detail, the Members in general were igno- 
rant of, for "oy few indeed had attended; and of all Mem- 
bers of the Houſe, the Right Hon. Gentleman below him was 
the laſt man who was competent to decide on the conduct of 
the Managers, his various avocations making his abſence from 
the trial an aCt of neceſſity. He had too high an opinion of 
the miniſter to think it poible for him to have made the motion 
before them, had he ever heard the leading Manager in Well- } 
minſter-hall. Mr. Sumner ſaid, in the light he viewed a vote 
of thanks, he could not poſſibly aſſent to it. Did the Houſe | 
know that Mr. Burke had ſolemaly affirmed, that Captain 
Williams had murdered Raja Muſtapha Cawn with his own | 
hands? He would aſk, what authority had the Houle given } 
Mr. Burke to make fuch a charge? Was it decent or honoura- | 
ble in the Houſe to ſuffer ſuch language to be uttered againſt 

any Gentleman, and yet deny to him the means. of defending 
himſelf? All that man could do was done by pron Ms 
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liams to bring this outrageous calumny to a fair trial; he petiti- 
oned the Houſe upon it five years ago, the Houſe would not 
bring a charge that he could reply to; and is the Manager to 
receive thanks for daring to charge an Engliſh Gentleman with 
murder in a ſpeech, and there toleave it? Is this Britiſh juſtice ? 

The laſt Houſe voted twenty articles of impeachment againft 
Mr. Haſtings; three were gone through in the laſt Parliament, 
Benares, the Begum, and the Preſents. - This Houſe, by a 
formal vote , precluded the Managers from going into any 
other articles except the Contracts; and the profecution was 
finally cloſed in the firſt ſeſſion of this Parliament. Does the 
Houſe know, that in contempt and defiance of this reſolution, 
the Manager inſiſted on his right to go into the other articles, 
and expreſsly told the Lords, that the Commons had not 
abandoned them, nor ever would abandon any one of them? 
Will the Houſe thank the Manager for this contempt of their 
authority ? Does the Houſe know, that the language uſed by 
the leading Manager to the Court was in the higheſt degree 
diſgraceful? That he had the preſumption to tell the Court, 
whether with a view to intimidation, or from the wildneſs of 
the moment, that the Commons had not only proſecuted, but 
they had found Mr. Haſtings guilty when they impeached 
him; that the Lords could not acquit him without proving the 
Legiſlature a liar? Is ſuch language to be borne ? Is this 
Britiſh juſtice ? Will an Engliſh Houſe of Commons approve 
of ſuch ſentiments? What 1s a ſolemn trial by impeachment 
but a mockery, a farce, if ſuch language is not ſcouted by 
every man who hears it? The leading Manager finding the 
general ſentiments of Gentlemen who have ſerved in India to 
be ſtrongly in favour of Mr. Hattings, and in order to inva- 
lidate tha teſtimony of the witneſſes, has attempted to blacken 
and to blaſt the character of every Gentleman who has breathed 
the air of Aſia. Was this univerſal abuſe neceſſary in order to 
convict Mr. Haſtings? Is the character and fame of every 


The vote alluded to by Mr. Sumner, which precluded the Managers 
from going into any further articles except Controcts, paſſed the 14th Febru- 
ay 1791, and is in the following words: | 

That in eonſideration of the length of time which has already elapſed 
* lince carrying up the impeachment now depending againſt Warren Haſt- 
* ings, Eſq. it appears to this 2 to be proper, for the purpoſe of obtain- 
ing ſubſtantial juſtice, 4v:th as little further delay as poſſible, to proceed to 
% 20 other parts of the ſaid impeachment than thoſe on which the Managers 


* 


* have already cloſed their evidence, excepting only ſuch parts as relate to 


contracts, penſions, and allowances.” 3 
Upon this motion a diviſion took place, Mr. Ryder propoſing, that the 
_ Proſecution ſhould be izflantly cloſed; the numbers were 161 to 79, ſo that 
it was carried to go on as far as Contracts, but no further. & 
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man to be torn in pieces without a hearing ? Is this to be done 
by the authority of the Houſe of Commons ? Are they pre. 
pared to adopt at once the extravagant and indecorous ſubſti- 
tution of the ſlang of Billingſgate, for the ſtrong energetic 
language of truth and mare Would they ſanction the 
Manager's calling Mr. 

< Judge of Hell?” Will they confer on Mr. Haſtings, by 
this vote, the minor titles of ſwindler, thief, rogue, ſharper, 
cheat, or the more daring deſcriptions, tyrant, oppreſſor, and 
murderer? © I charge him,” ſaid the Manager, as a zyran;, 
< oppreſſor, and murderer in the largeſt ſenſe of the word. Does 
the Houſe know, that though Mr. Burke was reprimanded for 
accuſing Mr. Haſtings of murder, he repeated the charge on 
the very next day, and again repeated it a few days ago, as he 


fays himſelf, in the largeſt ſenſe of the word? Inſtead of thanks, 


does he not deſerve the reſentment and the reprobation of the 
Houſe ? Has the Houſe ever charged Mr. Haſtings with mur- 
der? On the contrary, has it not reprimanded the Manager for 
uſing ſuch foul en . ? In his laſt and cloſing ſpeech he has 
dared to ſay, that he charged Mr. Haſtings with murder in the 
largeſt ſenſe of the word, and this is at a period when he could 
make no new charge of any kind without a poſitive diſobedi- 
ence of the orders of the Houſe. Shall we return him thanks 
for abuſing ſo groſsly the confidence which the Houſe repoſed 
in him ? 2 55 | 
Did the Houſe mean to impeach every man who had ſerved 

his country in India, when they put Mr. Haſtings on his trial? 
The violence of the Manager had ſpared neither the dead nor 
the living. Hear, ſaid Mr. Sumner, what he ſays in his cloſing 
ſpeech : e of BYE, i 

Fi This cruel tyrant, Hannay, a ſubſtitute for a ſtill more 
« crue] and bloody tyrant, Warren Haſtings—Haſtings ſays 
* to Hannay, you have ſucked blood enough for yourſelt, now 
« ſuck blood for your neighbours.” . _ 


Does this Houſe authoriſe ſuch language? Colonel Hannay | 


is dead. No part of his conduct is implicated in the articles 
on which the cauſe reſts. | 
Speaking of another Gentleman, the Manager ſays, This 


4 Balfour, the writer of this extraordinary letter, one of the 


, military farmers general employed under Hannay in deſo- 


« lating the country.“ Is ſuch language to be countenanced 
or endured? What is there in the charge that applies in the 
Fmalleſt degree to Major Balfour? | 7 
Speaking of Major Oſborne, the Manager ſaid, © Major 
* Oſborne had been diſmiſſed. A court-martial removed 
« him, juſtiy or unjuſtly I care not, from his _ 


aſtings, Spider of Hell,” and 
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« There he ſits in that box. Who ſent him to Oude, to ſuck 
« the blood the military had ſpared ? _ | 4 
What is there, ſaid Mr. Sumner, in the articles on which (8, 
the Commons reſt their caſe, that applies to Major Oſborne ? * 
The Houſe is degraded and diſgraced by the miſconduct of the 
Manager. - 9 
5 Ml f is ſupple, worn- down, beaten, cowed, and I am afraid, 
« bribed colleague, Mr. Wheeler.“ Is this juſtifiable lan- 
_ guage to be applied to a man who is no more, when there is 
no evidence that can warrant ſuch, an inſinuation? In any 
ſtage of the trial, ſaid Mr. Sumner, ſuch language would be 
highly improper 3 but in the laſt ſtage of it, after evidence 
was cloſed on both ſides, to make ſuch remarks was, in fact, 
to betray the cauſe entruſted to him; for he excited no ſenti- 
ments but thoſe of indignation and contempt, either in the 
Court. or in the audience, by ſuch general and illiberal 
abuſe, | a | 
In the ſame indecent terms that the Manager had mentioned 
every Gentleman almoſt who had given evidence on the trial, 
did he addreſs the Court. Does the Houſe know, that in 
offering a piece of evidence which the Court unanimouſly 
rejected, the Manager told them that he was addreſſing an 
afſembly of Nobles, that they would not do ſo foul a thing as 
to reject the evidence he offered; for if they did, they would 
act like thieves in a night-cellar? | 
Mr. Sumner ſaid, he could continue to quote paſſages from 
the laſt ſpeech of the Manager ſo very offenſive to decency, ſo 
degrading to the character of the Houſe of Commons, ag 
would ſhock the ears of every Gentleman who reflected, that 
as a Member he ſhared in the diſgrace brought upon them all 
by the Manager but he truſted he had laid ſufficient grounds 
for the motion which he meant to conclude with, and would 
therefore move the previous queſtion. | 5 
Mr. Wigley ſaid, he roſe to ſecond the motion, and very 
fully concurred in all the obſervations of his Hon. Friend. 
But there was another reaſon which alſo weighed moſt forcibly 
with him : The Houſe was ſenſible of the clamour which had 
been raiſed out of doors, and juſtly raiſed, on account of the 
unprecedented duration of this trial. The Houſe felt it, and 
had ordered a Committee to report the cauſes of the duration 
of it. The Houſe had good reaſons, he preſumed, though 
they did not occur to him, for appointing the Managers to be 
the members of that Committee. It ſtruck him, that they were 
made judges in their own cauſe, for the fault muſt be with the 
Managers, the counſel of Mr. Haſtings, or the Lords. In = 
"a | | cloſe 
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cloſe of that Report another was promiſed. Was it decent to 
thank the Managers before any motion was even made upon 
the firſt, or before the ſecond Report, though promiſed ſo long 
ago, was delivered? No precedent of former thanks applied in 
any degree to this caſe. The trial had laſted ſeven years, and 
would not be finally terminated until the next ſeſſion. Let 
Gentlemen conſider the nature of their Managers' conduct 
before they came forward with a vote of approbation. If the 
trial had been fniſhed in the firſt year, the Houſe would have 
been competent to ſorm an opinion, but the Members had de- 
ſerted the Hall, and even of the Managers very few had lately 
attended. At all events, Mr. Wigley conceived the preſent to 
be a very improper time to vote thanks to the Managers. 

Mr. Robinſon ſaid, he had been preſent in Weſtminſter-hall 
when the leading Manager had, in his opinion, treated the 
Court with very great indecency. The ſecurity of the conſti- 
tution depended upon each branch of the Legiſlature being kept 
perfectly diſtin, and on its being treated with every degree 
of reſpect. As the leading Manager had not acted towards the 
Court in a manner that became him to act, he ſhould certainly 
oppoſe his receiving the thanks of the Houſe. 

Mr. Windham, after complimenting the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the maſterly manner in which he had antici-. 
ated and anſwered the objections to the motion, ſaid, that 
although at firſt intending not to fpeak, as being in ſome de- 
gree a party in the queſtion, yet he felt himſelf relieved from 
this, by the diſtinction taken between Mr. Burke and the 
other Managers; although he was convinced there was not 
one of them but would be proud to be connected with him in 
the fame and honour of the tranſaction. Declaring himſelf as 
competent to decide upon what had paſſed at the trial as any 
other perſon whatever, from his conſtant attendance, he at- 
firmed, that in every inſtance quoted by the Member who 
oppoſed the motion, he had been completely miſtaken; in 
many inſtances attributing to Mr. Burke words never uttered 
by him, and in others the expreſſions were ſo garbled and ſe- 
parated from the context, as not to be underſtood. He ſaid 
that he was at a loſs to know by what vocabulary of politeneſs, 
what academy of compliments, courts of criminal judicature 
were to be directed in the choice of language, and in the 
ſelection of i ſoft polite words, to expreſs the criminality of 
culprits. Thoughts, he ſaid, were only to be conveyed by ſuite 
able expreſſions; and the indignation of a virtuous man againſt 
a perſon whom he ſuppoſed to be a criminal, could not be ex- 


prefled in very polite terms. He, for one, had never — 
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ceived, that in ſpeaking upon what the Managers looked upon - | 
to be crimes of the deepeſt dye, they were to obſerve the 14 
courtly language bf a drawing: room gs 1 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that his intention in addreſſing the Houſe | 
on the preſent occaſion, was to give his teſtimony as a witneſs | | 
to certain points of fact? That having attended the trial with | . g 
the greateſt diligence, and more conſtantly, he believed, than 1 4 
any other Member of the Houſe, he was at leaſt a competent | 
witneſs upon every thing that paſſed, and that he did not 
mean to aſſume any other character in this debate: That, 
without queſtioning the Hen. Gentleman's veracity, he did 
and muſt diſpute the exactneſs of his recollection on many 
points; and that even the Hon. Gentleman himſelf had not 
truſted entirely to his own memory, having been obliged to 
refreſh it by recurring to a newſpaper, to which Mr. Francis 
well knew that no confidence ought to be given : That he 
thought the Hon. Gentleman had greatly overſtated, and given 
a very harſh and ſtrained conſtruction, in every inſtance, to 
the language uſed in the pleadings by his Right Hon. Friend 
but that, in ſome very material particulars, he took upon him 
to affirm, that the Hon. Gentleman had been groſsly miſtaken 
or miſinformed. For example, the expreſſion of Spider of 
Hell was never applied by his Right Hon. Friend to Mr. 
Haſtingsz it was a quotation from a ſpeech of Sir Edward 
Coke againſt Sir Walter Raleigh, and Mr. Burke, when he 
mentioned it, had ſpoken of it as a weak and fooliſh expreſs 
hon z that the words, a Judge of Hell, were nothing but a 
quotation from Virgil, 506 


Caſtigatque auditque dolos, ſubigitque fateri, 


which the Hon. Gentleman had thought fit to tranſlate into 
very vulgar Engliſh, and then fixed his own Engliſh words 
upon Mr, Burke. There was another inſtance, more material 
than all the reſt, on which he could aver with poſitive cer- 
tainty, and would be ready to do ſo in a court of juſtice, if it 
were neceſſary, on which the Hon. Gentleman was moſt com- 
pletely. miſtaken; namely, when he afferted that his Right 
Hon, Friend had treated a vote of the Houſe (in which ſome 
expreſhon he had uſed relative to Sir Elijah Impey had been 
diſavowed and diſapproved of) with levity and diſreſpect. 
This charge, Mr. Francis affirmed, was not true, and that 
there was not the ſmalleſt ground. or pretence for it: That, 
on the contrary, when his Right Hon. Friend mentioned this 
vote in Weſtminſter-hall, he did it in terms of the greateſt - 
deference and reſpect, and with a moſt ſingular choice and 
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propriety of: language 3 for the truth of which Mr. Francis 's Ma 
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appealed to Mr. Fox. 255 | t 
"Mr. Francis then obſerved, that Gentlemen who laid ſuch _ 
mighty ſtreſs on caſual expreſſions, or othet little eireumſtances 17 with 
not effentiab to the conduct of fo heavy and ſo laborious a buſi- Ink” j 
nefs as the impeachment, ſhould have been particularly cau- | oriſed ti 
tious in ſtating the facts with the utmoſt accuracy; and finally, ſeend td 
that even if it had been true, that any inconſiderate or even Mr. Lav 
paſſionate expreſſion had efcaped any of the Managers, which | trial,” an 
Fe was far from admitting, it would be no objection to the bis grea 
vote of thanks then propoſed. This vote expreſſed nothing | Te 
but to thank the pee pee faithful management in their nc 0. 
diſcharge of the truſt 2 217 in them, and neither did nor could be, he v 
be ſuppoſed to bind the Houſe to adopt every individual word knee) h. 
uſed by the Managers in their pleadings; and that therefore, ind a5 f 
unleſs it could be ſtated and proved, that their management ne 
had been unfaithful, which had not been attempted, nor even jnquitits 

| pretended, the Houſe could not juſtly refuſe their aſſent to the | dice ad 
reſolution as it ſtood propoſed. _ : BE Public, 2 
Mr. Fox, contrary to his intention, found himſelf obliged | dy a vote 
to ſay a few words. He diſclaimed all ſeparation between the bad Rear 
reſt of the Managers and the Right Hon. Member, ſo emi- | laſted nin 
nently qualified, not only by nature, but likewiſe by his parti- WW be was c 
cular ſtudy and attention, to be, as he was termed, their leader ers eat 
In this buſin#fs, and with whom it was their boaſt and glory of being 
to be identified. As to the imputation of uſing harſh terms, | thin his 3 
he did not conceive, that the Managers were choſen for their | ener 
capabilities in courtly phraſes; and as to perſiſting to think dt 
the fate of Nundcomar a murder, if there was any blame in it, | door-keep 
it was his, for it was he, and not Mr. Burke, who had ſo ex- men 00 
preſſed himſelf before the Lords, ſubſequent to the cenſure the en 
paſſed upon Mr. Burke by the Houle; and he was yet to learn, obſerved t 
— any vote of that, or any other Houſe, however it might | only made 
controui his words or actions, was to ſhackle his thoughts or dal eres 
opinions. SES 1 5 2 [ the truth ( 
My. Law roſe after Mr. Fox, and ſaid, that it was unne- } of an old e 
ceſſary for him to ſay much more than to confirm the ſtztement vere uſed 
of his two Hon. Friends, Mr. Sumner and Mr. Wigley, which context in 
he did moſt completely; nor could he ſuppreſs his ſurpriſe and iliberality 
aſtoniſhment at the conduct of Gentlemen of character, whoſe WW and (can L 
talents he revered, in attempting to excuſe the leading Mana- | libels thou 


ger, by afferting that, in ſome inſtances, his expreſſions had 


not in qu 
been miſrepreſented. Mr. Law ſolemnly affirmed that they ö Wente 
were not; that the Engliſh language did not afford pee ; the Manag 
more groſs, violent, abuſive, and indecent, than thoſe 9 * 4 intim e fr. 
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the Manager had uſed. If any paſſage in his ſpeech could be 
called ſublime and beautiful, it was at beſt but ſublime and 
beautiful nonſenſe; at other times his expreſſions were ſo vul- 
gar and illiberal, that the loweſt blackguard in a bear- garden 
would have been aſhamed to utter them. He was indeed ſur- 
priſed that a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) ſhould conde- 
ſeend to mix his character. with that of the leading Manager. 
Mr. Law ſaid, he had been a very conſtant attendant upon the 
trial, and he had often ſeen the Right Hon. Gentleman exert 
his great abilities in ſupport of the cauſe aſſigned to him, and 
a often excited in order to correct the follies and intempe- 
rance of the leading Manager. Whatever his abilities might 
be, he was totally unfit to conduct a public trial. His vio- 
lence, his paſſion, and his obſtinacy, were unconquerable; 
and as for his ſuppoſed information, he was really aſtoniſſied 
that a man Who had been twenty-two years employed in Indian 
inquiries ſhould {till be ſo very ignorant of India. His preju- 
dices had totally warped his judgment. The feeling of the 
Public, Mr. Law ſaid, would not, and could not, be changed 
by a vote of that Houſe. Many thouſand perſons of both ſexes 
had heard the cloſing ſpeech of the Hon. Manager, which had 
laſted nine days. His expreſſions could not be miſtaken; and 
be was confident that if the minutes of the ſhort-hand writers 
were called for, it would appear that the terms he uſed, inſtead 
of being leſs, were more illiberal, outrageous, and offenſive, 
thin his Hon. Friends had repreſented them to be. They were 
univerſally reprobated from the firſt characters amongſt the nu- 
merous audience chat had heard them, down to the meſſengers, 
door-keepers, and guards. In that Houſe, Mr. Law ſaid, Gentle- 
men would not ſpeak out; but he knew that they condemned 
the conduct of the leading Manager as much as he did; but 
obſerved that he was not to be controuled, and that oppoſition 
only made him the more violent. Mr. Law ſaid, the Manager 
had treated the Court as ill as he had done Mr. Haſtings. To 
the truth of the various quotations, one excepted, which was 
| Of an old date, he bore the fulleſt teſtimony. The expreſſions 
were uſed in this year, and all of them within a month. The 
context in no inſtance could take away from the groſſneſs or 
illiberality of the expreſſions, It was diſgraceful to the Houſe, 
and ſcandalous to the cauſe of juſtice, that the moſt atrocious 
libels ſhould be uttered againſt Gentlemen whoſe conduct was 
| Not in queſtion, and who, conlequently, could not defend 
themſelves. Amongſt the Gentlemen with whole characters 
the Manager had made ſo free, there was one very old and 
intim e friend of his own, Major Oſborne, a Gentleman of 
is fair and honourable a character as any in England, and a 1 
Do” 222 man j M 
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man who knew how to defend himſelf, It was highly unjuſt 
in the Houſe, and highly impolitic, to afford their ſanction in 
the ſlighteſt degree to any of the abominable calumnies that 


were uttered, It involved them in injuſtice, inconſiſtency, | 
and abſurdity. It degraded the national character moſt un- 
juſtly throughout Europe. Barrere. in the National Conven- 


tion had the other day detailed as fact, an infamous falſehood, 
which party malice had invented many years ago; he meant 
the accuſation that the Engliſh were the authors of the dread- 


fu] famine that raged ſo fatally in Bengal in the ur 1770, | 


At that time. Mr. Law ſaid, he was in Bengal, and he affirmed 
moſt ſolemnly that every exertion was made by the Britiſh go- 
vernment to leſſen the ſhocking miſeries which the people 
ſuſtained, not from any miſmanagement of the government, 
which was then in the hands of Mahomed Reza Cawn, but 


from a failure in the periodical rains; that every civil ſervant of | 
the Company, every Britiſh officer at every military ſtation, | 
and every Engliſhman throughout Bengal, exerted himſelf to | 
alleviate the diſtreſſes of the people, The moſt liberal ſub- ! 
ſcriptions were entered into, and every perſonal exertion uſed, | 
to procure grain wherever it could be found; yet ſome modern 
hiſtorians had repreſented the Engliſh as the cauſe of that 
famine, and as inſenſible of the miſeries it brought upon the 


ople. 5 


In the ſame ſtyle of miſrepreſentation did the leading Mara- 

ger, in the firſt year of this trial, introduce a ſtory, which 
reſounded through Europe, to the diſgrace and ſcandal of this 
nation; he meant the ſtory of Deby Sing. Mr. Law ſaid, | 
that on its being told, he aſfirmed that it could not be true. 
He knew that cruelty was no part of an Engliſhman's charac- 
ter in any country, and as little ſo in India as any part of the } 
world. This juſtice he was ſure the Noble Marquis would do 
to his countrymen; for he was too high and too honourable | 


character to conceal the truth, becauſe men of great conſidera- 


tion in this country had been miſled. The Noble Marquis had | 
ſewn: himſelf to be ſuperior: to thoſe follies and prejudices | 


which had diſtinguiſhed ſo many perſons in England. 


The leading Manager had implicated a very intimate friend 
of his in the ſtory of Deby Sing; he meant Sir John Shore, | 
whom the miniſter had ſeſected to govern Bengal. He had | 


deſcribed that Gentleman as an accomplice in the crimes of 


Mr. Haſtings, and had gone ſo far in folly as to remonſtrate to 


the Directors an their appointing him Governor-General of 
Bengal. | : 


Mr. Law ſaid, that when he heard the Manager tel! this 
ftory with ſo much confidence in Weſtminſter-hall, he was 


ſure 


Jux 20. 
ſure fro 
could ne 
zeal for 
ſineſs to 
through 


ſion alſc 


of the 


either u 
they hai 
diſtrict 
Deby Si 
man hac 
much eſ 

The f 
there we 
the colle 
by Mr.! 
Deby Sir 
expoſe h 
ſeverity | 
complair 
has hear! 
travagan 
publicly 


that his 1 


Mr. Haſ 
was mol 
to puniſ] 
Mr. P 
had rece 
practiſed 
peated. 


abſent, 2 


ny's ſer\ 
the Man: 
Commiſ 
upon oat 


Mr. Haſt 


aminatio 


never w. 
were exe 
liſh Gent 
of the ca 
that the | 
dictment 
Shore, E 


han 20 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 357 


ſure from his own knowledge of the country that the ſto! 

could not be true; but his regard for Sir John Shore, and his 
zeal for the honour of his country. induced him to ſift the bu- 
fineſs to the bottom. He went moſt carefully and attentive! 

through all thoſe volumes which the Manager had in his poſſe 
fon alſo, and he boldly challenged the moſt inventive malice 
olf the moſt malicious man that ever exiſted to affix blame 
either upon Mr. Haſtings or Sir John Shore for any concern 
they had in that tranſaction. The fact was ſhortly this; a 


diſtrict was rented for two years to a man of the name of 


Deby Sing, and let out again by him to under farmers. This 
man had been for years employed in the revenue line, and was 
much eſteemed both by Sir John Shore and Mr. Anderſon. 

The firſt year the rents were regularly paid; in the ſecond 
there were complaints of great ſeverities having been uſed in 
the collection ot the revenue, The firſt and the only act done 
by Mr. Haſtings throughout the whole buſineſs, was to order 
Deby Sing to be removed, and that in ſo haſty a manner, as to 
expoſe himſelf to the charge of having acted with too much 
ſeverity to him. A Gentleman was deputed to receive the 
complaints of the natives, Mr. Paterſon, of whom the world 
has heard ſo much, and who was ſo little pleaſed with the ex- 
travagant eucomiums of the leading Manager, that he has 
publicly diſavowed them, and has publicly expreſſed concern 
that his reports ſhould have been tortured into evidence againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, who had no ſort of concern in the buſineſs; but 
was molt anxious to detect the enormities of Deby Sing, and 
to puniſh him. 1 „„ 

Mr. Paterſon tranſmitted to Calcutta all the complaints he 
had received, and amongſt them were ſtatements of cruelties 


practiſed upon certain of the natives, too ſhocking to be re- 


peated. Theſe complaints arrived when Mr. Haſtings was 
abſent, and the Board appointed a committee of the pa- 
ny's ſervants (all ſenior to Mr. Paterſon, and not junior, as 
the Manager ſtated) to ſift this buſineſs to the bottom. The 
Commiſſioners were ſworn, and the examinations were taken 


upon oath. Their commiſſion did not terminate until long after 


Mr. Haſtings was in England; and the reſult of the fulleſt ex- 
mination was, that the moſt dreadful of the cruelties charged 
never were committed at all, and that for ſuch ſeverities as 
were exerciſed, no poſſible blame could attach upon any Eng- 
liſh Gentleman. Such, Mr. Law affirmed, was the true ſtate 
of the caſe; and it was a diſgrace to the Houſe of Commons 
that the leading Manager ſhould have travelled out of his in- 
dictment, in order to utter his calumnies againſt Sir John 
Shore, and the public ſervants employed in the revenue ow 
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Mr. Law lamented exceedingly that ſo ſuperior a man a8 
Mr. Fox, ſince he had accepted the office of a Manager, had 
not condeſcended to examine and to judge for himſelf before 
he ſpoke. Had he ever himſelf looked into the hiſtory of Deb 
Sing, he never could have juſtified for a moment the condud 
of the leading Manager. . | 

Nor was this, ſaid Mr. Law, the only inſtance in which 
the leading Manager had quitted the articles entruſted to him, 
in order to indulge the malignity of his own diſpoſition. He 
bad lately deſcribed Mr. Haſtings as a man of low, vulgar, 
and obſcure origin, whoſe occupations had been baſe, mean, 
and ſordid. If it were of any conſequence in this free coun- 
try, and at this period, for a man to value himſelf upon the 
accidental circumſtance of family, Mr. Haſtings might have 
as fair grounds to boaſt of his family as any gentleman in the 
Houſe. Such topics were ridiculous; but that from ſuch a man 
as the Manager a word ſhould be uttered on the ſubject of 
low, mean, and obſcure origin, was indeed moſt extraordi- 
nary ; the Manager, of all men living, ought to have avoided 


ſuch a topic, Mr. Haſtings, the Manager ſaid, had been a 


fraudulent bullock contractor in the year 1761. This was 
downright calumny. Where was the charge voted by the Houſe, 
or where the evidence, that entitled him to make ſuch an aſ- 
ſertion ? Indeed, ſaid Mr. Law, the Manager, in his cloſin 

ſpeech of nine days, waſted five of them upon points that ha 
not the moſt diſtant relation to the cauſe entruſted to him by 
the Houſe; and the more he conſidered his conduct, the more 
was he convinced, that from 1788 to this day, he had ſyſtem- 
atically, for ſome purpoſe or other, delayed the cloſe of the 
trial to as late a period as he poſſibly could, to the abuſe of 
public juſtice, at a moſt enormous expence to the nation, and 
to the manifeſt inconvenience of all ranks of people. Every 
thing he had done was for the purpoſe of delay. The Houle 
collectively had not attended, and therefore could not judge; 
but ſuch Gentlemen as had heard the Manager examining 
witneſſes, keeping ſome of them four days together, aſking 
queſtions that had no relation to the points in iſſue, or putting 
the ſame queſtions over and over again, muſt be convinced 
that delay, and delay alone, was his object. No words, Mr. 
Law ſaid, could convey to Gentlemen who had not heard his 
cloſing ſpeech an adequate idea of it—it laſted nine days 
two were employed in going through the Benares, and two in 
going over the Begum article: A moſt indecent proceeding, 
Mr. Law ſaid, in his opinion, and a very poor compliment to 
the Managers, who had well and ably performed their duties; 


2 proceeding that could have no other effect than to 2 8 
| | 5 
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the force of their obſervations. Such was the univerſat re- 
mark. Another day was waſted in part by remarks on that 
article, which the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had en- 
forced by every argument that talents, eloquence, and inge 


nuity could bring forward, and which weil merited the moſt 


ſerious: attention of every man. Mr. Law ſaid, though Re 
differed in opinion with Mr. Fox, yet he muſt do him the 
juſtice to ſay, that all that man could do to ſupport the cauſe 

had done. But here again the' leading Manager muſt in- 
terfere 3- he muſt deſtroy as far as he could the effect produced 
by Mr. Fox's ſpeech: He went over the ground again, until 
liſtleſſneſs, fatigue, and agen, were apparent in every coun 
tenance, The remaining 


upon in a ſpeech in reply, which ought to be confined to re- 
marks upon evidence before the Court, in the higheſt degree 
indecent and irregular. Part of the time was waſted in read- 
ing papers that were not in evidence, and in blackening the 
characters of Gentlemen who could not defend themſelves, 
What then could the Manager mean, but to ſcatter his calum- 
nies as wide as he could, and to continue the trial to the 
lateſt poſſible moment? Mr. Law faid, and it was well 
known, that he had no ſort of connexion with Mr. Haſtings, 
and that he had in India diſapproved of ſome of his political 
meaſures; beyond this he had never gone, as an Hon. Mem- 
ber (Mr. Francis) well knew. On political ſubjects he had 
differed with Mr. Haſtings, but never upon any one of the four 
points on which the impeachment reſted. On thoſe points he 
never had but one opinion; and he believed the mind of every 
fair and impartial man in the kingdom was made up as to Mr. 
Haſtings. He was confident that Mr. Haſtings in no one act 
of his public life had been warped by intereſted or by mali- 


cious motives. One good effect this trial would have—it 


would convince his countrymen how groſsly they had been 


i poſed upon, and they would be lefs liable to impoſition in 


future, | | | 
Mr. Law concluded by ſaying, that as he thought the con- 
duct of the leading Manager throughout the trial had entailed 


ſhame and diſgrace upon the Houſe» of Commons, he ſhould 


vote moſt: heartily for-the previous: queſtion. 
Mr. Fox, in explanation, declared, that what he had ſaid on 


the topic alluded to, was the reſult of a full conſideration of 


the ſubject, and not from the hearſay of any perſon what- 
ever; and what, were the ſame occaſions to occur, her ſhould 
not heſitate to ſay; again: But if it was from hearſay only that 
be had his information, he wondered how the Hon. Member 

e | came 


our days were waſted by the Ma- 
nager upon points that had no ſort of relation to the charge, 
improper at any time to have been J but when dwelt 
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came to know that circumſtance; but he could tell him, the | 


fact was quite the reverſe. 


Mr. Anftruther ſupported the conduct of Mr. Burke, and 


ſaid, that though the leading Manager originally had told the 
| Rory of Deby Sing, yet it was another Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) and himſelf who propoſed to give evidence upon it, 
thinking they might make Mr. Haſtings reſponſible for the 
acts of Deby Sing. It was true, the court had unanimouſly 
rejected the evidence; but he ſtill retained his own opinion on 
that, and on other points of evidence, which had been rejected. 

Mr. Sumner ſpoke in explanation; he wiſhed, if any one 


Gentleman doubted his veracity, to refer co the minutes of 


the ſhort-hand writer, as the only criterion by which they 
could determine who was right in the ſtatement of the lan- 
guage uſed by the Right Hon. Manager; and upon this point, 
he declared himfelf willing to meet any of thoſe. Gentlemen 
who conſidered it in a different point of view from him. 

Mr. Sheridan ſupported the conduct of Mr. Burke; he 
aid, that if the queſtion was merely whether the Managers 
merited the thanks of 'the Houſe or not, he ſhould not 
vote on the occaſion ; but the mation for the previous queſtion 
on the ground on which it was moved, viz. for the purpoſe 
of throwing a reflection on the conduct of one of the Com- 
mittee, changed its nature entirely, and he therefore ſhould 
55 it his duty to remain in the Houſe with thoſe who op- 
poſed it. | Ws hb LS | a nel 
Pe The queſtion was then put, and on the diviſion the num- 
bers were, UE 3 


For the previous queſtion, A * 
Noes, >: 4 NW 
Majority 34 


The queſtion of thanks was then put, when the numbers on 
the diviſion were, FD | 
| # Ayes i 50 
Noes - AT - 


Bo Majority | 


The uſual motion, that the Speaker do give the thanks of |} 


the Houſe to the Managers in their places, was then put and 
carried; and the Speaker addreſſed the Managers in the fol- 
lowing ſpeech: | . 

« Gentlemen, S: 35 | 3 
e Tt is my duty to communicate to you the thanks of this 
« Houſe, for the manner in which you have diſcharged a molt 
& arduous truſt, on an occahon highly intereſting to the 
« honour and juſticg of the nation. ; 8 


| ec The | 
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« The ſubject, to which your attention has been dire gd, 
« was intricate and extenſive beyond example: You tave 
* proved, that it was well ſuited to your induftry 214 gl. _ 
« quence, the exertions of which have conferred honour, not Wt: 
« on yourſelyes only, but on this Houſe, whole credit is ft 
“ mately connected with your own. A forcible admonition 
© has, been given, on this occaſion, to all perſons in ſituations 
& of high and important national truſt, that they can neither 
r be removed by diſtance, or ſheltered by power, from the 
« yigilance and authority of this Houſe, which is poſſeſſed of 
« no privilege more important, than that by which it is en- 
« abled to bring public delinquents to the bar of public juſtice; 
« and thus to preſerve, or reſcue from diſhonour, the Britifh 
name and character. | ED „„ 

“But in addreſſing you on this occaſion, and in conſider- 
« ing the beneficial conſequences to be expected from this 
4 proceeding it is impoſſible not to advert to the increaſed 
« ſecurity which the conſtitution has derived in the courſe of 
« it, from the recognition and full confirmation of the prin- 
« ciple, that an impeachment is not diſcontinued by a diffolu- 
tion of Parliament; a principle eſſential to the privileges of 
this Houſe, and to the independent and effectual admini- 
« {tration of public juſtice. , _ : | r 
&©& Under theſe impreſſions, ſuggeſted by the nature and 


- * 


4 importance of your truſt, and by the manner in which you 
© have diſcharged it, I obey, with the utmoſt ſatisfaCtion, the 
3 of this Houſe, by ſtating. to you their reſo- 

PFW. 3-195 25 . | 
That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Members 
* who were appointed the Managers of the Impeachment 
© againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq: for their faithful manage- 
© ment in their diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in them. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Speaker do 
print his ſpeech. „ e 

Mr. Barke ſaid, that by the orders of the Houſe, when the 
thanks were given, he and his brother Managers were tongue- 
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on the occaſion. They had laboured to diſcharge theif duty, 


— 


tyed, and had no means whereby to expreſs their gratitude | 

but by their ſubmiſſion to thoſe orders. But he thought he { 

ſhould be wanting in gratitude if he did not, the moment the 18 

penalty of Glence was removed, ſeize the firſt opportunity to 8 

expreſs his own ſatisfaction, and that of his fellow Managers, 1 
9 
i 


they had completed the taſk, and they were paid by the 
thanks of that Houſe, the firſt reward men could receive: 
Next to the thanks he muſt notice the very dignified and ele- 
kent manner in which the Speaker had diſcharged that taſk; in 
Vor. IV. 2A which 
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which he conſulted not only the grandeur and dignity of that 
Houſe, but at the ſame time politeneſs and attention to them. 
He then entered into a ſhort defence of the conduct of the 
impeachment. He aſſured the Houſe, that no aſperity of re- 


mark ſhould provoke him to ſay a word, that prejudices ariſmg 


from perſonal friendſhip, or from a ſenſe of perſonal obliga- 
tions, were too laudable for him to be diſcompoſed at: He 
would only aſſure the Houſe, that he had thrown no general 


reflections on the Company's ſervants, having merely repeated 


what Mr. Haſtings himſelf had ſaid of the troops ſerving in 
Oude; and it would be found by referring to the 12th and 
13th articles, that the Houſe had marked their opinion of the 
officers ſerving in Oude, in the very terms that he had uſed; 


and as for the other expreſſions; they had been very much 


miſrepreſented. 0 

Mr. Law, in reply to Mr. Burke, ſaid, that he deſired not 
to be included amongſt thoſe Gentlemen, if any ſuch there 
were, which he did not believe, who acted either from early 
prejudices, or from a ſenſe of favours received; he was as in- 
dependent of Mr. Haſtings as of the two Right Hon. Gentle- 
men who were united upon the preſent queſtion ;| and he gave 


his vote from the firmeſt conviction that he was right, and 
that inſtead of thanks, the leading Manager merited the re- 
probation of every man who had the honour of the Houſe and 


of the country at heart: He was, indeed, ſorry to ſee the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox), whom he much reſpected, 
acting in the preſent inſtance under ſuch a leader. He knew 
what the ſenſe of the country was, and no vote of that Houſe, 


though ſupported by all the influence both of the Miniſter and 


of the Oppoſition, could change the public mind, or convince 


the people of the propriety of the conduct of the leading Ma- 
nager. With regard to his having miſrepreſented any one 


expreſſion uſed by the leading Manager in Weſtminſter Hall, 
he was confident he had not, and that if the minutes of the 


ſhort-hand writer were referred to, it would be found, that 
he had been infinitely more abuſive and violent than he had 


been repreſented in the quotations that were made. Mr. Law 
repeated, that no contradiction, let it come from what quarter 
it would, could have the ſlighteſt effect in this caſe ; it was 
impoſlible to miſtate what ſo many thouſands had heard, what 
ſo many thouſands had reprobated, and which, as he ſais 


before, excited no other ſentiments than thoſe of contempt and 


indignation in the minds of the auditors, from perſons of the 
tigheſt rank down to the door-keepers, guards, and portcr>» 
attending in aud about Weſtminfter Hall. | 
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LORD HOOD. 5 
Mr. Secretary Dundas called the attention of the Houſe to 
the notice which he had given, of moving the thanks of that 
Houſe to Lord Hood, for the important ſervices he had ren- 
dered the country by the capture of Baſtia. An Hon. Mem- 
ber (Mr. Sheridan), when he had given his notice, had inti- 
mated an intention to oppoſe it; but as he had ſince then had 
ſuſſicient time for inquiry into the real merits of the caſe, he 
hoped that he ſhould hear him retract that opinion, and forego 
his intended oppoſition. At all events, he ſhould not enter 
into the particular ſtatement of the advantages obtained, unleſs 
he ſhould feel it neceſſary from any obſervations or oppaſition 
which might be offered. He was not aware of the oppoſition 
to be offered, and therefore he ſhould content himſelf for the 
preſent with barely making his motion. If any material ob- 
{ervations ſhould be made .againſt it, he hoped the Houſe 
would indulge him with a hearing. He then moved, “ That 
« the thanks of the Houſe be given to Lord Hood for the im- 
portant ſervices he has rendered to his country by his able 
and gallant conduct in the expedition to Corſica. “ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeconded the motion. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he did not conceive what right the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had to aſſume that he had changed his 
opinion with reſpect to Lord Hood. If juſtice were to be 
done to him, he believed he ſhould be found to be one of thoſe 
that were very cautious in throwing out a pledge or promiſe one 
| day, and ſhrinking from it the next. He wiſhed, from all his 
heart, that, on the preſent occaſion, he had ſubſtzntial reaſons 
for changing his opinion; and he really thought, from the 
notice which he had given as often as Lord Hood's name was 
mentioned, that the Right Hon. Gentleman would have thought 
it worth his while to have introduced his motion with a few 
arguments which might have induced him, if not entirely to 
change his opinion, at leaſt to think more favourably of Lord 
Hood; but the Right Hon. Gentleman had not ſtated any 
ground whatever, upon which he moyed ſor the thanks to the 
Noble Admiral. Probably the fame of his victories, and the 
general approbation with which they were received by the 
Public at large, had rendered any ſtatement to the Houſe ſu- 
perfluous; or, perhaps, it might be conſidered a kind of inſulr 
do enter into a detail of facts ſo notorious as the ſplendid and 
valuable ſucceſſes of his Lordſhip. When the thanks of that 
Houſe were to be voted to Lord Howe, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman felt it incumbent upon him to make ſome ſhort 


ſtatement of the ſervices performed by that Noble Lord, 
| 3 A 2 though 
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though no man could be a ſtranger to the fact, that he had 
rendered his country the moſt eſſential ſervices, and made he: 
prouder in her ſecurity. With regard to Sir Charles Grey 
and Sir John Jervis, the Right Hon. Gentleman had alto 
found it neceſſary to give ſome ſhort account of their ſplendid 
ſervices, which followed one fo quick upon the heels of ano- 
ther, as to aſtoniſh the moſt experienced and ſanguine com- 
mander; the value of the conqueſts made by thoſe gallant 


officers was not to be eſtimated by their value in any other 


war than the preſent. In this he could not conſider them of 
equal eſtimation. When he came to Lord Hood, as if his 
ſervices were ſo conſpicuous that they precluded every intro- 
duCtion of the kind, the Right Hon. Gentleman ſimply moved 
for the thanks of the Houſe, adding, however, that he would 
_ reſerve himſelf for any argument that could be advanced in op- 
32 to his motion, as if it were impoſſible to adduce any. 
e ſincerely regretted, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he had no 
reaſon to change his opinion; ſo far from it, that he ſhould 
feel it neceſſary to oppoſe the motion of thanks to the Noble 
Admiral, to whoſe gallant and able conduct, upon many other 
occaſions, he was ready to bear teſtimony: But as thanks 
were the ſole reward that Houſe had it in its power to beſtow, 
and were at the ſame time the moſt ample and moſt honourable 
reward any man could receive, he thought it fitting that due 
regard ſhould be had to preferve their value and importance, and 
not to diminiſh and fritter them away by beſtowing them upon 


trifling occaſions, or upon perſons who had not really merited } 


them. Thecircumſtanceof his havinghimſelf received thethanks 
of the Houſe that night, might be perhaps conſidered as ſome 
reaſon why he ſhould not oppoſe the ſame favour being be- 
ſtowed on another; but it was to be recollected, that he was 
one of many appointed to perform a taſk which they had exe- 
cuted to the extent of their ability; that they had gone 
through their labour, and received their reward, which, as 
long as its valye is preſerved by never granting it but on great 
and neceſſary occaſions, is certainly the greateſt and moſt 
honourable reward that man can receive; that the Houſe had 
2 conſtant eye over their conduct and behaviour on the occa- 
ſton, and were competent to judge of their merit or demerit; 
but it was ſomething different with regard to admirals and 
1 employed upon foreign ſervice, whoſe conduct his 

ajeſty, through his miniſters, might know, but of which, 


except by information alſo from them, the Houſe could form 
no judgment whatever. There was another circumſtance, 0 
which it was hardly neceſſary for him to remind Gentlemen, 
that, in giving a vote of thanks, that Houſe was only the obe 
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of the public voice, it only echoed back the public wiſh: This 
was plain in the caſe of Lord Howe: As ſoon as the ſucceſs 
of that gallant commander was known, it could be read in 
every countenance z it was lighted up in the public eye; every 
heart beat in uniſon on the thought of our ſucceſs on our na- 
tive element; and it was eaſy to foreſee, that a vote of thanks 
would be the immediate reſult. Was this the caſe with Lord 
Hood? He took Toulon: Did the people rejoice ? He was 
beat out of Toulon, in a manner the moſt diſgraceful to the 
Britiſh name. He took Fiorenzo: Did the people rejoice He 
then took Baſtia: Did the people rejoice? Nay, did his Ma- 
jeſty s miniſters expect ir when they received an account of the 
reduction of Baſtia? He was fully perſuaded, that his Ma- 
jeſty s miniſters never entertained the leaſt idea of moving the 
thanks of that Houſe to Lord Hood, if Lord Howe's victory 
had not taken place. The moment that was announced, his 
Majeſty's miniſters immediately began to contrive how Lord 
Hood's little cock-boat, his Baſtia, might be taken into the 
wake of Lord Howe's fleet, and by that means purſue the tri- 
umph, and partake the pale of that illuſtrious commander. 
Lord Hood had failed with one of the fineſt fleets that ever left 
our ſhore, and what he had done within this laſt twelvemonth 
he ſhould be glad to know. He would aſk, why was not the 
preſent meaſure adopted ſooner ? Why not at the time of the 
news of the capture of Baſtia having arrived? It ſeemed to 
him as if miniſters intended to leſſen the rewards conferred on 
thoſe who had done great and important ſervices, by giving 
the ſame to officers who had not performed any. He was not 
at all apprehenſive that Lord Howe, and the other officers, 
would feel any envy at theſe thanks being given to Lord Hood, 
becauſe they were conſcious of meriting all that could be be- 
ſtowed on them, ſuppoſing the thanks to be ever ſo valuable; 
and if theſe thanks ſhould become ſo common as to be of no 
value, they could not have any envy on account of beſtowing 
on others that which they themſelves thought worth nothing. 
There could not, therefore, be any ſenſation of envy felt by 


Lord Howe, or Sir John Jervis, or Sir Charles Grey, on 


thanks being given to Lord Hood. But the caſe was not quite 
ſo clear on the queſtion of envy, by Lord Hood, on hearing 
that thanks were given to them : On the contrary, he believed 
that theſe thanks were now propoſed to avoid the envy of 
Lord Hood; and he believed that had it not been for the 
thanks to Lord Howe, which were indeed due for a brilliant 
action, we ſhould have heard nothing about thanks to Lord 
Hood, He called on miniſters to declare whether they had 

any 
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any idea of thanking Lord Hood, before the general voice de-. 


manded thanks to Lord Howe? ee ee 
From the manner in which the motion was worded, he per- 
ceived that the vote was entirely confined to that Noble Lord's 
expedition to Corſica; not a word of Toulon. Miniſters had 
1 thrown a veil over that infamous tranſaction: But 
e hoped the time was not very remote, when that veil would 
be removed, and the whole of that buſineſs exhibited in its 
native deformity. Rumour had ſaid much on the ſubject; 
nay, it went fo ſar as to ſtate, that Lord Hood was informed 
by officers of the firſt military ſkill, that Toulon was not te- 
nable, at the very time that he was promiſing and pledging 
himſelf to this country that it was; and that, if all the reſt of 
the town ſhould be taken, he was certain Fort Malgue could 
not. What was the reſult? a precipitate retreat in the 
night; and the firſt notice the poor inhabitants, who had placed 
themſelves under the protection of the Britiſh flag, had of it, 
was from the fire of one of the ſhips in the harbour of Tou- 
fon. What words could deſcribe their amazement ? Deſerted 
by thofe in whom they placed their moſt implicit confidence, 
they were leſt in the midſt of night to ſcramble for their ſaſety 
at the diftance of five miles. Mr. Sheridan dwelt very particu- 
tarly on theſe points, and hinted, that it was his intention to 
move an inquiry into the trauſaction on a future day, declar- 
ing, that every one of the enemy's ſhips which Lord Hood leſt 
behind, was in itſelf a charge againſt him, as he promiſed to 
take thoſe ſhips in truſt for the young King of France, or to 
deſtroy them. Lord Hood had not only been ſent into the 
Mediterranean with the beit appointed fleet that ever ſailed 
from the Britiſh ſhore, but he had alſo the aſſiſtance of the 
Spaniſh fleet, or ſhould have had it ; or if he had it not, Ad- 
miniſtration were reprehenſible in forming alliances with 
powers who did not adhere to the terms of the treaties in 
which they engaged: He had employed a whole year, and had 
not yet effected his object; for if the reduction of Corlica 
was his object, it had not been effected. Even as to Baſtia, 
what had the Noble Lord done? Look at the articles of capi- 
tulation; they ſeemed to have been acceded to with a degrec 
of precipitation, as if his Lordſhip was afraid that any of our 
allies ſhould ſhare in the glory of the reduction of that place. 
Something yet remained to be done by Lord Hood, before his 
preſent acquiſitions could be ſaid to be of any value. Calvi 
was yet to be taken; and when that event took place, it 
womld be time enough to give him the thanks of that Houle. 


He 


. 8 


fox? 20.] 
Mr. 8h 
dered by. 
Charles C 
performe: 
naval and 
officers 0! 
much mil 
e, 
int. 
5 aſſi 
of capitul 
retard the 
advantage 
the garriſ 


| cur ally t 


and we 1h 
in the wa 
bim. 
He in! 
of 1789 t 
tion giver 
the Britiſl 
Lordſhip” 
what grou 
him to ha! 


n the ſeſſ 


quiry into 

Lord H 
val comm 
liſhed his 
iuriguing 
another or 
him to ha 
manly ch; 
and deep 
with a pl 
what he 
ſwer to h 


ſtrange. 


comes hor 
Mr. Sh. 
ſent; he 
any man i 
to defer tl 
he could 


lould be 


foxe 1% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 767 


Mr. Sheridan drew a compariſon between the ſervices ren- 
dered by Lord Hood, and thoſe performed by Lcr1 Howe, Sir 
Charles Grey, and Sir John Jervis, who had in ſo. ſhort a time 
performed ſo much. The cordiality which ſubſiſted between the 
naval and military forces, had been made in the thanks to thoſe 
officers one ground of the motion; but if he had not been 
much miſinformed, the reverſe was the caſe at Baſtia; and he 


inſtanced the ſituation of Colonel Lumſden to prove this 


point. Seven thouſand land forces had arrived to his Lord- 
hip's aſſiſtance at the time that he was entering into articles 
of eapitulation for the ſurrender of the place; but this did not 
xctard the negociation; and he entered into articles highly diſ- 
acrantageous and reprehenſible, for he conſented to land alt 
the garriſon at Toulon, that they might be employed againſt 
cur ally. the King of Sardinia, or aſſiſt at the fiege of Turin; 
and we ſhould recollect, that we were bound by treaty to perſiſt 
in the war until all that Prince's territories ſhall be reſtored to 
bim. | 

He in ſtrong terms reprobated the offer of the conſtitution 
of 1789 to the people of Toulon, and the vain offer of protec- 
tion given them. He contended that the faith and honour of 
the Britiſh nation received an irreparable ſtroke through his 
Lordſhip's conduct at Toulon. He could not conceive upon 
what ground the Right Hon. Gentleman could have ſuppoſed 
him to have retracted his opinion upon this ſubject, when early 
in the ſeſſion he had intimated his intention of moving an in- 
quiry into his Lordſhip's conduct on that occaſion. _ 

Lord Hood was alſo a great politician as well as a great na- 
al commander; he had his Commiſſioners at Toulon, pub- 
liſhed his proclamation, &c. He did not like thoſe kind of 
iuriguing amphibious admirals, with one foot on land, and 
another on ſea; when they turned po.iticians, they appeared to 
bim to have got out of their element. He liked the fine, open, 
manly character of a Britiſh tar, that delighted in hard knocks 
and deep water. He recollected ſome time fince to have met 
with a plain, honeſt elector of Weſtminſter, who aſked him 
hat he thought of Lord Hood's conduct at Toulon? In ar- 
ſwer to his queſtion, he told him, that he thought it very 

 lirange, „ Yes, yes, ſaid the elector, when his Lordſhip 
comes home, I think we ought to demand a ſcrutiny.” 

Mr. Sheridan proteſted, that he wiſhed Lord Hood was pre- 
ſent; he really did think it a very unpleaſant taſk to cenſure 
any man in his abſence. He therefore called upon miniſters 
o defer the queſtion till the arrival of the Noble Lord, and if 

| he could explain his conduct in a ſatisfactory manner, he 
livuld be the firſt to join in a vote of thanks to him. Upon 
"iN 5 | the 
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the whole, though he felt himſelf bound to oppo this motion, 
yet he wiſhed' to do it in the leaſt diſreſpectful manner to 
the Noble Admiral; therefore he ſhould move the previous 
queſtion. e e e 
Biſon Fox ſeconded the motion. He aid, his ſituation was 
3 delicate in oppoſing the thanks of the Houſe to the 
Joble Lord, as he had been engaged in political conteſts with 
him, and thoſe of a nature the moſt likely to produce acrimony 


and ill- blood for the time; but every perſon who knew hin 


would do him the juſtice to ſay, that his conduct on the pre- 
ſent occaſion could not be inſſuenced b 
than by a zealous wiſh to diſcharge what 
duty to the Public. He had had the honour, upon a former occa- 
ſion, to vote the thanks of that Houſe to the Noble Lord, when 


he had acted in conjunction with Lord Rodney in the Weſt 


Indies. His duty, however, called upon him at this time to 
vote for the previous queſtion. He thought miniſters ought 
to have ſtated preciſely what it was they were about to thank 
the Noble Lord for: If it was the conqueſt of Corſica, cer- 
tainly the taking of Baſtia did not complete that; and while 
any part of that enterpriſe remained uncompleted, it would 
have been as well to refrain from voting the thanks of that 
Houſe, which had always been conſidered the higheſt mark of 
honour which could be conferred upon any perſon to whom 
they were given. The thanks which had been voted a few 


nights before, he was ſure, proceeded from the moſt unani- 


mous and general ſenſe both of that Houſe and the Country at 
large; ſo much fo, that every body would have been aſtoniſhed 
had it been omitted to bring the motion forward upon the very 


firſt opportunity. The thanks moved this day, if they wers 


any ways merited, he thought, ought to have been moved for 
long before, becauſe all that had been done by the Noble Lord 
was known and publiſhed long before the glorious victory of 
Earl Howe took place. He obſerved, that when Martinique, 
in the Weſt Indies, was taken, no mention was made of thanks 
to the officers who commanded; and when other places of as 


much conſequence as Baſtia had been taken, Valenciennes and. 


Conde, the illuſtrious General was not thanked ; and there- 
fore he conſidered there muſt be ſomething perſonal in the bu- 
ſineſs. It could not be ſaid that the Duke of York was not 
| thanked from any conſideration of his rank, becauſe many of 


the Royal family had been thanked by that Houſe for public | 


fervices, and felt themſelves exalted by the honour. He was 
inclined to think that, in the whole of the buſineſs that day, 
there was ſomething rather of a political than military nature. 


He adverted to the tranſactions at Toulon, which he deemed 
| | Rr as 
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as diſgraceful as unfortunate. With regard to the importance 
of Baſtia, with reſpect to Corſica, to which the queſtion at 


preſent entirely related, it did not to him appear to juſtify 
the preſent meaſures. © He adverted to the capitulation, which 
did not tend to add any laurels to his ſucceſs. With reſpe& 
to the Noble Lord in queſtion, he knew him to be poſſeſſed of 

eat courage and ſkill, and capable of conducting the moſt 
difficult enterpriſes with honour to himſelf and advantage to 
his country; and he entertained that opinion of that gallant 
officer, that he was ſure he would feel much diſſatisfaction at 
being thanked for a ſervice fo comparatively ſmall. Having thus 


given his reaſons, Mr. Fox ſaid, he wiſhed that the previous 


queſtion might be carried. | | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas objected to the mode of oppoſition 
which was given to the preſent queſtion, as proceeding more 
from a wiſh to embarraſs it, than upon any other grounds. 
He acknowledged, that, in propofing the thanks of the Houſe 
to Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, he had made a ſhort 
preface to his motion; but, by a peculiar mode of reaſoning, 


the Hon. Gentleman had cenſured him as ſeverely for that 


mode of conduct, as he did now for making the motion with- 
out any preface at all, ſo that it was utterly impoſſible for him 
to pleaſe that Gentleman. 'The: Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Sheridan) had charged him with endeavouring to depreciate 
the merit of one gallant officer by propoſing to give thanks 
to another. He ſaid, that, until the Hon. Gentleman gave 
notice of his intention to oppoſe this vote, he never hat 
' imagined that there could be two opinions upon the ſubject. 


He had ſince, indeed, ſeen the Hon. Gentleman's opinions 


ſtated, and he would allow very ably, in the Morning Chro- 


nicle; though he muſt differ very widely from the arguments 


uſed there, He had too high an opinion of Britiſh ſeamen; 
their hearts were caſt in too good a mould to feel any thing 
like envy at the ſucceſſes and victories of another. | 

The Hon. Gentleman had made ſome alluſions to Toulon, 


which he was not called upon to anſwer, becauſe the Houſe | 


had already given a decided opinion upon that event, which 
opinion was expreſſed in the Addreſs to his Majeſty at the 


commencement of the Seffion; and, therefore, until ſome 


proofs could be brought in ſupport of the allegations which 
had been made upon this ſubject, he ſhould not enter into an 
mveſtigation of it. The Hon. Gentleman had alluded to a 


ſerutiny; then of courſe he would allow the retgrn to take 


place before the ſcrutiny was commenced ; he would allow the 
vote of thanks for one branch of ſervice, beſore he commenced 


his inveſtigation of another. Miniſters had been alſo accuſed 
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o poſtponing their vote of thanks to Lord Hood until the 


news of Lord Howe's victory arrived; in anſwer to which he 
begged leave to ſay, that he had taken the very firſt oppor- 
tunity which occurred of giving notice upon this point; for 
Gentlemen would recollect, that he was prevented by an ad- 


journment from coming forwards as ſoon as his wiſhes wopld 


have led him upon this ſubject. To come however to the 


conduct of the Noble Admiral, which had been ſo ſeverely 


attacked, it appeared to him in a point of view very different 
ſrom that of deſerving cenſure. When he firſt went into the 
Mediterranean, his object was to preſerve the trade of this 
country, which he did in the moſt effectual manner; after 
that he blocked up the whole French fleet in the harbour of 
Toulon, though 3 ſuperior to him in point of number. 


When he afterwards undertook the ſiege of Baſtia, it was 


againſt the advice of military officers, who thought the place 
too ſtrong for their attacks, the garriſon conſiſting of near 
3000 men, and the whole Jand force that could be brought 
againſt it being only 1100 men. Lord Hood undertook the 
whole at his own riſque, and ſucceeded : If he had failed, he 
would have been the object of cenſure for his raſhneſs and 
precipitancy, by thoſe very perſons who now accuſed him of 
not having performed any ſervice. Mr. Dundas ſaid, he 
would nor enter into any. deſcription of the value and im- 
portance of Corſica, but he was ſure that the liberation of 
200,000 ſouls from the tyranny. of France was an act worthy 
of praiſe. | | | | | 
The Hon. Gentleman had alluded to the Noble Lord's 
being a politician. -** This (ſaid Mr. Dundas) calls to my re- 
membrance what paſſed between a gentleman and me when 
the Hon. Gentleman intimated an intention of oppoſing this 
motion: I ſaid to a gentleman, What can Sheridan mean 
by oppoſing this meaſure ?? He anſwered, ** Why, don't 
bo know they can never forget the Weftminfler Election?“ 
r. Dundas concluded with ſaying, that it had fallen to his 
lot to propoſe thanks to many gallant officers with ſucceſs, 
and hoped that upon this occaſion he ſhould be equally 
ſortunate. 7 HER | „ | 
Mr. Addington ſaid, it had been ſtated by an Hon. Member 
(Mr. Sheridan) that Lord Hood was beating his head againſt 
the barren rocks of Corſica, but he believed he had beat it to 
ſome purpoſe. Mr. Addington dwelt ſome time on the im- 
portant ſexrices of Lord Hood, and was ſurpriſed that an op- 
poſition ſhould be given to the vote. 85 : 
Mr. Robinſon and Mr, Law ſpoke in favour of it. 
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Mr. S»rjeant Watſon ſaid, that an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Sheridan) had * let the cat out of tlie bag,” when he came 
to the concluſion of his ſpeech. He could not avoid making 
an allufion to the Weſtminſter election; and thus ſhewed that 
his oppoſition aroſe from the paltry conſideration of political 
oppolition and party animoſity. With reſpect to this buſineſs, 
he ſaid, that he had the horiour of an acquaintance with his 
Lordſhip at that time, whoſe generolity he applauded; and no 
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inſinuation that could be made againſt him would lead him = |. 
to diſapprove of thoſe ſervices, for which he would give his #31 
moſt hearty thanks and approbation. = = | 
The motion of thanks to Lord Hood was put and carried. 4 L . 
Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved the acknowledgments 1 
of the Houſe to the ſeveral officers and men that were em- 1 
ployed under Lord Hood in his ſucceſsful expedition againſt 1 
Baſtia. . | 1 
Mr. Sheridan, in reply to Serjeant Watſon, ſaid, that the 40:0 


charge of letting the cat out of the bag” might be retorted 
on that Learned Gentleman, who had been Lord Hood's 
counſel at the election, and probably filled his purſe pretty 
well by the buſineſs. He ſaid, he then roſe to move an amend- 
ment to the motion juſt put, becauſe he conceived it neceſſary 
that the officers who had ated under Lord Hood thould have 
a ſhare in the praiſe; He would move, “ That the thanks 
* of the Houſe be given to Admirals Peyton, Hotham, Goodall, 
4 Sir Hyde Parker, and Croſby, and alſo to Lieutenant-Colonel 
“ Villette, and other officers ferving under them.“ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that there was a ſtrange 
particularity in the amendment, as it went to over-load-a 
motion of. thanks for ſervices, which the Hon. Gentleman 
kad diſputed. The motion made by his Right Hon. Friend 
included eyery officer under Lord Hood. The amendment 
went into all the particularities without a poſſibility of know- 
ing whether theſe officers were employed in the reduction 
of Baſtia or not. As for Admiral Peyton, he. was at preſent 
hoiſting his flag in the Downs. The Hon. Gentleman, but 
a ſhort time before, had ſaid, that nothing had been done 
in the Mediterranean. It ſeemed however that he had changed 
his opinion, and at preſent thought the magnitude of the 
ſervice ſo great, that he added a catalogue of names belonging 
to perſons who were not there at all. OB "WM 

Mr. Sheridan replied, that he was concerned that there were 1 
not more miſtakes in the buſineſs, as being more congenial to | x; 
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the propoſition. In the caſe of Lord Howe, the Admirals „ 
were individually mentioned; but in the preſent inſtance, = 
Alters thought fit to deviate from their former practice, 3 
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-becauſe they knew that there was a want of harmony and 


union between the officers employed in the reduction of Baſtia. 
As to the error into which he had fallen, it was ſuch as the 
firſt Lord of the Admiralty had made in another Houſe. But 
he thought Colonel Villette deſerved the thanks of the Houſe, 
as Baſtia had been reduced by ſtarvation ; and he was active in 
his fituation, with others, in cutting off the ſupplies. He was 


of opinion, however, that it was a duty incumbent on mi- 
niſters to correct the error, and ſpecify by name the parties | 


4 . 


concerned. 


Ar. burke obſerved, that the preſent buſineſs was very like | 
what might be agitated by perſons living on the other fide of | 


the Iriſh Channel; where it might be ſaid, | 


OtRourke's noble feaſt ſhall ne er be forgot 
By thoſe who were there, or thoſe who were not. 


He could not ſee what analogy the Weſtminſter election had 
to the ſubject of the motion, or gueſs: why it had been intro- 
duced, except to let on one fide the cat, and on the other the 
brief, out of the bag. The alluſion to the election reminded | 


him of a fiction in law, which made Baſtia in the city 


of Weſtminſter, in the pariſh of Covent Garden, and ſo 
forth,” juſt as Gentlemen found it convenient to change the 
Venue. | 
I )he importance of Baſtia, Mr. Burke ſaid, was great, as it 
ſecured to this country a good harbour for the protection of 
our trade, and would be a means of preſerving the liberties of | 
Italy againſt the ſavage tyranny of France. x | 
Mr. Sheridan then left out the name of Admiral Peyton, } 


and put in that of Brigadier-General Duban. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was not a command- | 


ing officer at the reduction of St. Fiorenzo. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, miniſters ſhould have ſpared his Hon. Friend 
the trouble of mentioning names, by including them perſonally | 
in the motion. He wondered that miniſters would not make 
known the commanders of places, and that they wiſhed to } 


place the name of Lord Hood alone. 


Ar. Secretary Dundas replied, that he would before that 
time have given every information, did he not conceive that 
the amendments were intended to embarraſs the buſineſs before 
the Houſe; and he would therefore oppoſe them all, becauſe 


the officers were all thanked together. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, they ought not to go all in a lump in that 
manner, fo contrary to former uſage, He would put in the 


name of Major-General Dundas, 
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Ar. Rolle, General Smith, and Mr. Smith, ſpoke againſt the 
amendments. 

The amendments were all put and negatived without a divi- 
on. 
The queſtion was then put, and tcl unanimouſly. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, that the ſeveral reſolutions be 


e Fo Lord Hood dy letter.—Ordered. . 


5 PHO.  GUERNSEY. 


Die Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That an Kawabits's ad- 
dreſs be prefented to his Majeſty, praying that his Majeſty 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that rewards be 
iven to commiſſioners appointed ta inquire into the civil ſtate 
of the iſland of 8 and for Which that Houſe would 


make proviſion. —Ordered. 
JERSEY. 


The Chancellor” of the Exchequer made a ſimilar motion with 
regard to the iſland of Jerſey ; - which was alſo carried. - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved © That the Houſe da 
© at its riſing adjourn till Monday ſe'nnight.“ 

Mr. Sheridan wiſhed toknow it there Souls be an opportu- 
nity of entering into any further buſineſs before the ſeſſion was 
put an end to. 

The Chancellor of the 8 foie, that Parliament . 
probably be rogues about the middle c or the end of the week 


after next, } 
HALIFAX,” 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, there was a A upon which rhe Jate- 

neſs of the period only prevented him from making a motion. 
He wiſhed particularly to call the attention of miniſters to the 
ſituation of Halifax. The Right Hon. Secretary of State muſt 
by that time be convinced, by information which he could not 
diſtruſt, that what he had ſtated early in the ſeſſion, reſpecting 
the unprotected ſtate in which that valuable colony had been 
leſt, was ſtrictly true, and that the accounts upon which mi- 
niſters had relied were raſh and unfounded- He wiſhed to 
know, whether miniſters had lately received any diſpatches 
from that quarter. 
« Mr. Secretary Lundas (aid, he had received no ſuch inform- 
ation as the Hon, Gentleman alluded to. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, ſuch information had been tranſmitted 
by a numerous body of the inhabitants of Halifax, and it was 
the duty of thoſe to whom it was tranſmitted to have commu- 


Ss it to miniſters, He would take care that it ſhould be 
commu- 
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communicated, and miniſters would find that his repreſenta- 
tions were ſtrictly true; that they had been received at Halifax 
with applauſe and thanks; and the anſwer made to them by 
the Secretary of State, with ſurpriſe not unmixed with indig- 
nation: The Right Hon. Gentleman had treated Lord Dor. 
cheſter's anſwer to the Indians of Lower Canada, when firſt 
mentioned in the Houſe, as a thing he had never heard of, and 


yet it turned out to be authentic. So would be found the in- 


formation which he then gave him. 5 
The London Militia Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
Adjourned. PS bets | 9 8 0 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, June 23. 
CITY MILITIA BILL. ny 
Sir Wathin Lewes and others brought up from the Com- 
2 the Bill for regulating the Militia of the City of Lon- 
on. | ; | | | 
The Bill was read a firſt and ſecond time; the queſtion put 
for committing it, which paſſed in the negative, and the Bill 
was ordered to be read a third time on Monday next, to which 


day their Lordſhips adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpar, Fune 30. 


The City Militia Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
The Duke of Leeds, Chairman uf the Lords* Committee, ap- 


pointed to inſpect the buildings and avenues adjoining, and to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of the Houſe, and to ſuggeit 


ſuch plans as were neceſſary to make the ſame more commodi- 


ous for the Meinbers, gave in their Report, and the ſame being 
agreed to, it was moved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 


< ſented to his Majeſty to give orders accordingly ;” which 
palied mem. df. 


Lord Sydncy then moved, That the Houſe do adjourn to 


« Monday the 7th of July.” 


- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

3 | ' Mowpay, June 30. 
De Speaker reported the anſwer of Earl Howe to the thanks 
of that H..uſe tranſmitted to him cn the 16th inſtant, for the 
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glorious victory obtained over the French fleet on the 1ſt o 
the preſent month; which was as follows: | 


« SIR, Queen Charlotte, at Spithead, 2d Fune. 


% Fayoured with your letter of the 17th, and the communica- 
tion of the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, on the happy 
event of the late actions between his Majeſty's ſhips under my 

| command and the Breſt fleet, I am to requeſt you will have: 
the goodneſs to aſſure the Houſe of the moſt ſenſible impreſ- 
fon I ſhall ever retain of the honour thereby conferred upon 
me. From which conviction that earneſt endeavours may 
thus in the indulgent ſentiments of the Houſe obtain the ap- 
huſe due to eminent ſervices, great encouragement will 
naturally reſult for exciting future naval commanders to merit 

ſuch teſtimonies of approbation. . 

« The appointment of the Houſe to make thoſe reſolutions 
known which regard the commendable exertions of the Admi- 
rals, Captains, and inferior officers, ſeamen, and ſoldiers, of 
the fleet, will be conformed to without delay. 

_ « am further to intreat that you, Sir, will be pleaſed to ac- 
cept of my very 2 ul thanks for the obliging terms in which 
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you have ſigni thoſe declarations of the Houſe to me, 1 1 
and. that you will be perſuaded of the great reſpect with 11 
T have the honour to remain, | 1 

FEA SIR, | 4 135 
Pour moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 1 0 1 
To the Right Hon. „ HOWE.“ WE 
the Sealer of the Houſe of Commons. 1 
A new writ was ordered to be iſſued for the borough of 1 
Orford, in the room of the Earl of Yarmouth, now called to 1 

the Houſe of Peers. . | | 1 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer reported, That his Majeſty il wa” | 
had been waited upon with certain addreſſes of that Houſe, i| 1 
and that he had been graciouſly pleaſed to ſay he ſhould give 1 
directions accordingly. | 1 03 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, © That the papers 1 
* preſented, ſealed up, by Mr. Secretary Dundas, and re- 1 
* ferred by that Houſe to the Committee of Secrecy, be re- | HER 1 
turned to the office of the Secretary of State.” Ordered. ll. 8b N 
The Houſe then adjourned to Monday, July 7. : | 1 14 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monvar, . July 7. 

Lord Amherſt moved, That the further conſideration of 
ce the Trial of Warren Haſtings ſhould be poſtponed to the 
<©< ſecond Tueſday in the next ſeſſion of Parliament ;” which 
being put, was carried. . 

Lord Ariberſt moved, That the Houſe do adjourn to Fri- 
et „ K 500. 5 

The Earl of Lauderdale obſerved, that the preſent ſituation 
of affairs required that ſome propofition ſhould be offered to 
their Lordſhips for conſideration, previous to the prorogation 
of Parliament, and therefore he ſubmitted to the Houf: the 


* 


propriety of meeting a day earlier than that of the intended 


prorogation, which of courſe was Thurſday next, as he had no 


reaſon to apprehend that Parliament would be allowed to ſit 
after Friday next. He then moved, by way of amendment, 


that Thurſday be inſerted in the motion inſtead of Friday. 


The amendment being put and negatived, and the Lord 
Chancellor having put the queſtion on the original motion for 


Friday, 


Tbe Duke of Nerfoll entered the Houfe. His Grace ſaid, be 


ſhould be happy to underſtand from any of his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, that it was not intended to adviſe the Crown to pro- 


rogue the Parliament before an opportunity ſhould be had for } 
coming to ſome reſolutions on our preſent continental affairs. 
Some time ago we had an agreeable view of our conteſt with | 
the enemy; he meant the victory obtained over them by our 
ficet, but ſince that time the proſpect of the war had become a 
very gloomy one; he did not mean to ſay that that part of the | 
allied powers, officers and men, that came under the denomi- | 

nation of Britiſh, would not do their duty; on the contrary, } 
he was confident they would; but there were others whoſe | 
duty it was to be as eagcr at leaſt as ourſelyes, of whoſe ſince- ; 
rity, in the preſent conjuncture, he doubted. He believed it | 
was not now to be regarded as a ſecret that the King of Pruſſia 
abandoned altogether not only the ſpirit, but alſo the very | 
terms, of the laſt treaty between him and this country. 
Their Lordſhips would recollect, that a ſubſidy, to an im- 
menſe amount, was agreed to be paid to that monarch; part 
of which he had actually received, and now he was to 
withdraw himfelf entirely from the conteſt. . All this money |} 
muit hereafter be raiſed by taxes, and taken out of the pockets 


of the people of this country; and for which, as it now ap- 
| peared, } 
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eared, no ſervice whatever was to be rendered. This being 
the ſituation of our affairs, he thought it the duty of that 
Houſe to addreſs his Majeſty, praying that he may be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to allow them to continue ſitting for ſome further 


time, in order that they may be enabled to deliberate on im- 


portant affairs. The only thing that he could now do, was 


that of giving notice, that on Friday next he ſhould. bring for- 


ward a ere to the effect he had already alluded to, 
unleſs he ſhould in the interim receive ſuch information from 
any of his Majeſty's miniſters as ſhould render his intended 


motion unneceſſary; for indeed it appeared to him to be highly 


unworthy the juſtice and diſcretion of that Houſe to prefer the 
eaſe and pleaſure of its Members, to the exerciſe of its duty on 
important public affairs ; and that too at a time when many of 
the brave officers and ſailors, who fought for us 'ſo nobly, and 
ſo gloriouſly conquered on the firſt of June, were languiſhing 


under their bleeding wounds, and ſome of them dying, for 


this, to them, was an inclement ſeaſon. It would be diſgrace- 


ful, his Grace thought, for that Houſe to neglect its duty at 


ſuch a criſis; he therefore begged it to be underſtood, that he 
ſhould have a motion to make on Friday, for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, to.continue the fitting of Parliament, &c. 

The Earl of Lauderdale moved, by way of amendment to the 
motion before the Houſe, * That this Houſe do at its riſing 
« adjourn to Friday next.” He did this, the Noble Earl ſaid, 
to afford the Noble Duke an opportunity, by continuing the 
ſitting of the Houſe, to open more fully, if his Grace pleaſed, 
the ſubje& of his motion, and the particular circumſtances 
which made it neceſſary. | | 

This amendment was put and negatived. WF 

The Earl of Lauderdale then reprobated, in ſevere terms, this 
ſort of precipitancy in carrying on, or rather paſſing by, the 
proper buſineſs of the Houſe ; he thought the preſent an alarm- 
ing criſis to this country from the aſpect of its continental 
affairs. He thought the Public would be but little ſatisfied 
vith-ſuch conduct as the preſent, and he truſted, that if cer- 


— 


tain Noble Lords had any particle left of that regard to order 


and decorum which always -ought to diſtinguiſh that Houſe, 
and conſtantly to attend its proceedings, they would agree to 


the amendment which he was about to move; otherwiſe, 


perhaps, the whole diſcuſſion intended to be brought forward 
by the Noble Duke on Friday, might be entirely prevented. 
He therefore moved, that to the motion for adjournment to 
Friday next be added, “ and that the Lords be ſummoned.” 
The Lord Chancellor obſerved, that the complaint of the 
Noble Earl, as to the precipitancy of miniſters upon this occa- 
Vat. IV. e | ſion, 


———ů—ů̃ÜůSC̃ PE ITN A 
— 0 P 9p heading — 


— : - * — oc - 
: . — 7. . . Ar A — — 
r - En > r yn ena n 6 as —— <> — * 8 6 j » * 
— — — - 7 F - - a — 8 2 ; 
0 2 2 "UI - > » 22 * - - — ©. — — _— — _ a2 k - 
— 


— — — 
| —— r = * AS ay ey 2 A £25 Fs N ** EIT. — — ve. 2” nr Nee 
— ä F - , — ©" = CD p . : 
. — * GP. bs * 2 a, 5 "2" — — — * 2 = I DIG N $5. Bas rr = de — — 1 — 
s . * * I 
n a4 pe 6 : 4 


e 


4 


— 


— 1 . me . 9 
8 — Tt Sono 
BEE ICI I IARC OR we 
— 
„ 


74 
. 
1 
17 
7 
34 
1% 4 
: d 
| $44 
} 6 
1 


—  <a y  rR T" 
2 n 


rr rr. 


20 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS. [Co 


fion, was premature, for that in propoſing his amendment 
he had not ſpecified any thing that was intended to be moved. 
The Noble Duke indeed had ſtated. a propoſition, which was 
clear and intelligible, and he dared ſay their Lordſhips would 
attend to hear it on the day named. 

The Duke of Norfolk expreſſed himſelf fatisfied with a gene- 
rat underſtanding that their Lordſhips would attend on Fri- 
day. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mopar, July 7. 
Six public Bills and one private received the Royal Aſſent 


by commiſſion. ; ER 

The Speaker iſſued his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown for 
two new writs; one for the borough of Caſtle Rifing, in the 
room of Henry Drummond, Eſq. deceaſed; and the other for 
the city of Norwich, in the room of the Right Hon. William 
Windham, who has accepted of the Chiltern Hundreds. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. Long moved, that the Houſe do adjourn till Friday the 
11th. 5 | 

When the Speater put the queſtion on that motion, 


Mr. Sberidan ſaid, he did not underſtand what his Majeſty's } 
miniſters meant by adjourning the Houſe in that manner from 


day to day. It might have been expected that in ſuch a ſitua- 


tion of the country as the preſent, miniſters would have thought 
it no derogation from their dignity to attend their duty in the | 
Houſe on the laft day of the ſeſſion in which it was likely an 
buſineſs could be done. There were many points reſpecting 
which Members of that Houſe were bound to aſk for informa- } 
tion; information which their conſtituents in the ſeveral } 
parts of the country would have a right to demand. If there 
had been any perſon prefent to have aſſured him that Parlia- | 
ment was not to be prorogued on Friday, he ſhould not have } 
5ppoſed the adjournment till that day; but there being no one 

in the Houſe who could give him that aflurance, he felt it to 


be his duty to move an amendment to the motion, by leaving 


out the word Friday, and ſubſtituting Thurſday in its place. 
His reaſon for moving this amendment, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, 
was, in order to bring forward a propoſition, which, from the 


late events that had taken place on the continent, he conceived 
©] | = to 


The Eurlef Lauderdale's amendment was then negatived, and 
their Lordſhips adjourned to Friday next. 1 5 
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to be of conſiderable importance to the country; he therefore 
moved that the Houſe do adjourn till Thurſday the 10th 

Mr. Jekyll ſeconded this motion, and expreſſed his aſtoniſh- 
ment at the abſence of all the King's miniſters. He thought 
it reaſonable to expect to find them in their places to explain 
ſome late events which were extremely curious and fingular in 
their nature. He wiſhed thoſe Gentlemen had been preſent 
to give an account to the Houſe of the money that had been 
ſent to the King of Pruſſia, and of the reaſon which prevented 
that Potentare from fulfilling his engagements. 'There was 
alſo another circumſtance which he could not help mention- 
ing : It had been formerly ſtated by his Hon. Friend in that 
Houſe, that Lord Dorcheſter had written a letter to the In- 


dians of Lower Canada, I v. this country being about to 
e 


be involved in a war with the American States. The authen- 
ticity of that letter was flatly denied in that Houſe; and when 


the ſame ſubject was brought forward by a Noble Friend of his 


in another place, the letter was treated as a groſs forgery; but 


now it had turned out, from the letters of Mr. Hammond, our 


diplomatic agent with the United States, that what his Hon. 
Friend had faid with regard to that letter was correctly true; 
or it perhaps had laid the foundation of a war with Ame- 


ca. 


+ 4 41'S 


Speaker had been put into the chair by the Black Rod's ſum- 
mons to attend the Royal Aſſent being given by commiſſion to 
Bills in the Houſe of Peers; about twenty Members only were 
preſent.] N | | | 

Mr. Grey could not poſſibly account for the abſence of all 
his Majeſty's miniſters on that occaſion, but by ſuppoſing it to 
be a part of that ſyſtem which had uniformly governed their 


conduct from the commencement of their adminiſtration. The 


miniſters of the Crown had conſtantly and uniformly conſi- 


dered the Houſe of Commons as ſubordinate to themſelves ; _ 


and if they would not attend their places voluntarily, that 
Houſe had a right to demand their attendance. There were 
many points, reſpecting which the Houſe of Commons was 
bound to enquire before the cloſe of the ſeſſion: Among 
others, they had a right to aſk them the reafon of the non- 
performance of the treaty with the King of Pruſſia. It was 
now more than two months ſmce the Pruſſians were to have 
been in the field, and they had not yet begun to march, 
thopgh the ſubſidy we had paid for their aſſiſtance was enor- 
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mous beyond all precedent in the hiſtory of the country. He 


thought the King's miniſters would have been better employed 
in attending their duty in Parliament, than in ſettling new ar- 
rangements in the cabinet. | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it would have been more decent for the 
Hon. Gentleman who moved to adjourn till Friday, to give any 


reaſon for agreeing to the amendment, rather than confeſs 


that attention to the intereſts of their conſtituents in the Houſe 
of Commons, was only a ſecondary object in their contempla- 
tion, He muſt perfiſt in the amendment; and pive notice to 
the few Members preſent, that on 'Thurſday next he ſhould 
make a motion on the ſtate of the country with reſpect to the 
War. 5 | OILS: | | 
The amendment was put and carried, and the Houſe ad- 
journed till Thurſday. 5 : 2 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, July 10. 


A new writ was moved for the election of a Member for the 
borough of Honiton, in the room of Sir George Yonge, Bart. 
who has accepted of the office of Maſter and Worker of his 
Majeſty's Mint; a writ for New Malton, in the room of 7he 
Right Hon. Edmund Burke, who had accepted the office of Stew- 


ard of the Chiltern Hundreds, and another for Biſhop's Caſtle. 


MONEY PAID ON ACCOUNT OF SUBSIDY TO THE KING OF 
PRUSSIA, AND HIS CONDUCT IN CONSEQUENCE. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he rejoiced that the attendance of Mem- 


bers had put the Speaker in the chair; it had enabled him to 


deliver a few parting words. He rejoiced that miniſters had 


*at length condeſcended to think that the Houſe of Commons 


merited ſome attention, and to ſuppoſe that it might be poſſi- 
ble that ſome Gentlemen might feel an inclination to make 
a few obſervations on the Ee ii ſituation of affairs previouſſy 
to the prorogation of Parliament. He rejoiced alſo at the attend - 
ance of the Members that day, becauſe it had afforded a Gentle- 


man oppoſite him an opportunity to make a motion, which would 


enable the Public to avail themſelves of the abilities of a Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham) and of another Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke), whoſe ſeceſſion was the object of 
the other motion. That Right Hon. Gentleman had ſerved 
the Public many years; and though he had recently differed 
from him in material points, yet he ſhould have been happy 


to have heard that he had vacated his ſear for the purpoſe of 


taking poſſeſſion of an office equally profitable with * 
. e ö Nr, 
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Mr. Windham. Another reaſon of his rejoicing was, that 
the attendance of Members would enable the Right Hon. 
Gentleman oppoſite to him to make a motion, which he had 
heard was to be made, for the erection of a monument to the 
memory of Captain Harvey and Captain Hutt; as a teſtimony 
of public gratitude to the memory of thoſe two gallant officers, 
who died in conſequence of the wounds they had received in 
the late engagement, which terminated ſo gloriouſly for their 

country. 1 | 
8 which it was his intention to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, did not go in 
the firſt inſtance to do that which he thought to be the moſt 
roper in the preſent ſituation of affairs, to adviſe his Majeſty 
not to prorogue the Parliament, although in one event it might 
be followed up by ſuch a motion; for nothing, in his opinion, 
was more neceſſary at that moment, than that the Houſe, his 
Majeſty's national, conſtitutional, and beſt adviſers, ſhould 
continue ſitting to deliberate on important public affairs at this 
awful hour. He ſhould firſt, however, make ſome obſerva- 
tions for the purpoſe of obtaining information; and the effect 
of thoſe obſervations would determine whether he ſhould not 
move an addreſs to his Majeſty to continue the fitting of Par- 
lament. If they were at an earlier period of the ſeſſion, and 
if the events which had lately taken place had taken place in 
February, or March, or April, he believed there was no 
man who would not have thought that a motion for enquiring 
into the cauſes of thoſe events was abſolutely neceſſary. Six 
weeks only had elapſed ſince the object of the war was expli- 
citly announced. Scarcely more than that period had paſſed 
away ſince an Hon. Gentleman had avowed that the war had 
for its object the extermination of the government at Paris; 
and it was added, by way of ſhewing the ſincerity of that 
avowal, that we ought to employ the laſt man, and the laſt 
guinea, for the purpoſe of deſtroying the French republic. 
In the ſame ſhort period of ſix weeks, did he ſay too much, 
when he afſerted, that events had happened which had proved 
that the object of the war was wholly impractieable and chi- 
merical? Did he ſay too much, when he affirmed that he had 
a right to aſæ, Whether the object of the war was {till the 
ſame? Had miniſters ever held out a hope in which they had 
not failed? Had they ever held out one expectation which 
was not followed almoſt with immediate diſappointment ? Not 
one! They who acted with him differed with miniſters on the 
principles and object of the war, but they did not deny them a 
man or a guinea. Application was made for powers more ex- 
tenſive than had ever been granted before, and they were given. 
| | Miniſters 
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Miniſters told the Houſe, and they told the Public, they had 
the moſt ſanguine expectations of ſucceſs, if proper reſource; 
were granted to them. They were not deſerted by the Houſe. 

They had been furniſhed with the moſt ample reſources, |} 
They applied for a ſubſidy to the King of Pruſſia, to an unpre- 
cedented, to an enormous amount. They had it. They ap. | 


plied for a long ſubſidy to the King of Sardinia. It was voted, 


They applied for unlimited powers with regard to employing | 
French emigrants in the King's ſervice. The powers were 

iven them. What had been the confequence of all this? 
Difzrace, defeat, diſaſter, beyond what were ever experienced 
in any former war. Since then all theſe hopes and expecta. 
tions had been diſappointed, ſhould they not enquire the 
cauſe? Were the imbecility and incapacity of the miniſters to 
exempt them from animadverſions? Were they to practiſe | 
deluſions and deceit, and were they ſtill to be filent? Mr. 
Sheridan ſaid, he ſhould like to hear what excuſe they could 
offer? He ſhould be glad to know what they had to ſay on the 
favourite plan of marching to Paris? On what ground they | 
maintained the praCticability of that deciſive ſtroke ? Would 
they ſay that they had been diſappointed by the King of Pruf- } 
ſia ? If they did, it would not be aſking too much, to enquire 
whether that Monarch had received his ſubſidy, and what 
troops he had furniſhed in conſequence of it. On that ſubjet 1 
he ſhould indeed think it ſcandalous if the Houſe were to ſepa- 
rate without requiring or receiving ſome information. He 
would not ſuppoſe that the miniſter would aſſert that the King 
of Pruſſia was aſſiſting the alliance againſt France by beſieging 
Cracow, and by maſlacring the Poles. If the miniſter was to 


ſay he did not imagine that the King of Pruſſia would have 


acted as he had done, he ſhould anſwer, it was his buſineſs to 


have ſo imagined, for he was warned of it in the courſe of the 


debates on the granting the ſubſidy, and he might have been 


taught to expect it from experience of the conduct of that 


Monarch. He was warned alſo of what might be the conduct 


of the Emperor and all the allies in this war; what had been 
predicted on theſe points had actually happened, and that fo 
clearly and plainly, that to ſay they were events which might 
not have been expected, was a ſubterſuge unworthy of 3 
Britiſh miniſter, ul: worthy of any man who had any value of 


his character for judgment or integrity. If it were repreſente 
to them that the numbers of the French were ſo great, he 


ſhould anſwer in reply, that the miniſter muſt have been aware 
of the French ſyſtem of riſing in a maſs, and that he knew 


they would on any emergency ariſe, as he had himſelf ſaid, 


an armed nation.” He ſhould be glad to know why, _ 
| | v7 | thele 
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theſe adverſe events occurred: in Flanders, the troops were 
ſuffered to hover on the coaſt of Hampſhire, and were not 
employed in ſtrengthentng our force in Flanders? Upon mili- 
| tary tactics, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not mean to enter, 


becauſe he did not profeſs to underſtand them, but the general 


principle, that the object of the war had totally failed, was 
known to every perſon. It was known to every perſon, that 
| the avowed end of the war was unattainable; that the allies 
had been driven out of Flanders, and that they had been forced 
to act on the defenſive on the frontiers of Holland. In that 
view of our affairs, he could not think it unreaſonable for that 
Houſe to call on miniſters, to ſay explicitly whether Govern- 
ment till perſevered in their declared object of the war? And 
in aſking that queſtion, he obſerved, he ſhould have much 
more ſatisfaction, if the Right Hon. Gentleman who was at 
that time repoſing in the cool ſhades. of the Chiltern Hundreds 
| vere preſent; but on account of the Public, he muſt demand 
and was fure he was entitled to an anſwer, On the ſentiments 
which had been expreſſed by that Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Windham) who was at that time qualifying himſelf for 


war miniſter, he ſhould ſay little; if he were preſent, he 


ſhould fax much. It was, however, on account of fome new 


political alliances which had been formed, that the caufe of 


the war ſhould be explicitly declared. 'Though he ſhould ima- 
gine, that as the times were ſo different, it would be abſurd. to 
proceed on the ſame individual principles; yet, as he ſuſpected 
that as the members of this new alliance in office were placed in 
important ſituations, a deeper and more ſtubborn principle for 
proſecuting the war had been adopted, and that theſe new ap- 
pointments hoiſted the bloody flag, to declare that war was to 
be carried on till either the government of France was extermi- 
nated, or till England fell in the attempt. When he conſidered 
thoſe inſuperable bars which once prevented any communica- 
tion with the miniſter 5 when he recollected the ſolemn decla- 
ntion in 1784, that a temporary dereliction of one office, on 
the part of the mini er, was a ſacrifice abſolutely neceſſary to 
the inſulted dignity of the Houſe of Commons; when he re- 
membered that thoſe declarations, though long made, were 
long adhered to, and even repeated in the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment; when he confidered thefe circumſtances, and reflected 
2 little on the unpopularity of former coalitions ; when he re- 
fiefted on the diſintereſtedneſs of the characters in queſtion, 


muſt think that nothing buy a paramount and imperious 


neceſſity had induced them to adopt their preſent® mode of 
conduct. Had they acted in conſequence. of any admiration 
& the great talents of the miniſter, and had that admiration 

WT | ſwept 


bleſſings of peace. But whatever difference of opinion there 
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ſwept away all their former oppoſition ? Were they to believe, 


on the other ſide, that the union was founded on the confeſſed 
 Imbecility of miniſters, who were to throw the management 


of the war into other hands? He could not ſuppoſe that this waz 
the caſe; becauſe, however rational and well founded their 
opinion of the imbecility and incapacity of the miniſters might 
be, yet he knew that the minifter poſſeſſed too good an opi- 
nion of his own abilities, either to acknowledge his own in- 
Capacity, or to give up the management of the war, from a 


_ conviction of his own inability. The preſent mode of con- 


duct therefore of thoſe Gentlemen, could only ariſe from an 


idea of the dangerous ſituation of the country, from a know- | 
ledge of the failure of every project adopted by the miniſter, 


from a conviction that all petty conſiderations ſhould give 
way, and that the caſe was ſo urgent, as to render the honour 


of the Houſe of Commons a circumſtance of no importance, 


Such muſt be the cauſe of their forgetfulneſs of all their for- 
mer declarations, of all their former pledges. If therefore 


he was right in the motives which he had ſuppoſed muſt have 


influenced their conduct, they ought at leaſt to give the Houſe 
of Commons credit for being willing to remain on their poſts 


in a period of ſuch extreme difficulty and danger. For theſe . 


reaſons, he was entitled to call for an explicit declaration of 
the object of the war, as the Houſe had a right to know, 


whether the cauſe of the war remained the ſame or not. He 
believed that, unleſs the wild project to which he had alluded 


was given up, no perſon would ſupport the war with vigour, 
and he particularly felt it to be his duty to preſs an inquiry 
as to the ſituation of this country and the King of Pruſſia. A 


large ſum of money had been voted to that Prince; and it 


did not appear that he had done any thing towards perform- 
ing his part of the engagement; on that account alone the 
Houſe was entitled to an explanation; and the Public, through 
their medium, expected to be ſatisfied in that reſpect. 
Explanation, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, was alſo neceſſary on the 
ſubject of our difference with America. It was a known and 
mcontrovertible fact, that the preſent Adminiſtration was 
deteſted in every part of America. As, however, the mi- 
niſter and his colleagues had, on a former occaſion, evinced 
ſuch an ignorance of American affairs, it was not too much 
to ſuppoſe that they were alſo ignorant of that fact. America, 


it was true, was divided into two parties: The one violent 


and raſh, favourers of the principles of the French in their 
moſt blameable exceſs; the other wiſe and moderate, an 
willing to ſacrifice a great deal for the ſake of preſerving the 
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might be between theſe two parties on political ſubjects, in 
this they were all agreed, that the conduct of the adminiſtra- 


tion of Great Britain, for the laſt ten years, had been devoid | 
of every principle of juſtice; and even of commgn'ſenſe.” In 919 
this point of view, he had a right to aſſert, that they might 15 
be ignorant of this fact; and let it be remembered, that when 1 


he read a paper ſome time ago, relative to Lord Dorcheſter's 151798 
ſpeech to the Indians of Lower Canada, the authenticity of it ö it 
was generally denied, and it was deemed a forgery by the ö 
Secretary of State, though miniſters might have ſuppoſed that 


A 1 Y 

3 n <. —— 
' 2 
r 


Lord Dorcheſter might be guilty of 48 groſs follf as them Tt 
ſelves. In another place, to which he could not, conſiſtently RTE 
with Parliamentary order, allude. the ! ſpeech; was treated in #18 
ſuch a manner, that the Noble Lord who read it, Was almoſt f fl | 

accuſed of reading it only for the purpoſe of fowing diſſen- — 1 
fon between the two countries. He. wiſhed chere fore tio — 
know what authority was given to Lord Doͤrcheſter for mak- 1 
ing ſuch a ſpeech, and whether any ſteps had been taken by 15 "1 


Government in conſequence of it. If in anſwer, he was id, 
that the negotiation with Mr: Jay (the American miniſter) 
was in ſuch a train that it would be dangerous to reveal any 0 
ſecrets, he ſhould certainly preſs the ſubject no further. But 15 
he felt it his duty to mention it, that miniſters might 4" 

avail themſelves, if they thought fit, of an opportunity of ſa- 
tisfying the Public upon that very important ſubject. Per- 
haps, indeed, the Americans relied on the character of the 
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adminiſtration of this country, and having witneſſed the petty 
miſerable expedients of annual Commercial Bills they had ; 
adopted, thought they would retract any thing they had ad- {Rh 
vanced, and for that purpoſe had given Mr. Jay full power 55 
and diſtinct directions · to negotiatè; but as nothing that could i 
be done by Adminiftration could poſſibly ſatisfy the Americans [i 
without the expreſs recognition of Parliament, he thought 4 
that of itſelf a very good reaſon why Parliament ſhould not 11 
at this time be prorogued. Upon this head he ſhould onl. 1 
ſubmit to the miniſter the propriety of his giving ſome fatif- 9 
faction to the Public. If the miniſter ſhould be inclined to 4 


give the Houſe any information with reſpect to America —if 
he was inclined to give any explanation with regard to the 
money paid in part of the Pruſſian ſubſidy, and the ſubſequent | 
conduct of the King of Pruſſia if he was willing to give the | 
Houſe, in ſhort, any explanation, with regard to the preſent 
war, as to the true object of Government in carrying it on, 
or to afford the Public any light on our preſent ſituation, then, 1 
Mr. Sheridan. ſaid, he ſhould follow up his firſt motion with _ bl i { | 
+ 

N 

| 

| 


another, to addreſs. his Majeſty not to prorogue Parliament 1 
5 or. V. 8 3 N | ; until #8 1 
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until an opportunity ſhould be had of receiving ſuch informa. 


tion; but if, on the contrary, no ſuch information was to be 


given, the fubſequent motions would be ufeleſs, and therefore 


ſhouldnot attempt to make the. 
It was neceſfary alſo to recur to the ſituation and ſentiments 
of our allies. They were told that they could not make 


Peace; not becauſe they diſlike a republican form of govern. | 


ment, but becauſe they muſt have ſecurity for the future, and 
the Freneh had not 2 gonernment to be depended on. Of 
all the 2 mockerics that ever tired the patience of men, 
this was the molt inſulting. We faw that we were the dupes 
of all Europe, and that none of our allies were to be de- 
pended upom; and yet we jinſiſted upon having from the 
French government r e the future. What had the 
meaneſt of our allies, the King of Sardinia, done? Nothing, 
but receive his money. What had Spain done? Had ſhe co- 
operated with us in the Mediterranean Had ſhe kept twenty 
ſeil of the line in Cadiz harbous, as ſhe was bound to keep? 
Did ſhe ſend ont any force to intercept that great American 


fleet, of whoſe ſailing ſhe received ſuch timely notice? No. 1 


Was then the Spaniſh. government te be depended upon? 
What had the Dutch done, who have been ſtyled a maritime 
power, and had not furniſhed one ſhip? Was the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia to be | 

_ rouble? Had Auſtria brought half the number of men which 
ſhe promiſed ? Was the King of Pruſſia to, be depended upon? 
Had he not only deluded, but defrauded: us? When we 


looked to the ſtate of our own nation, was the Britiſh Government 


to be depended upon? What promiſe had miniſters fulfilled ? 
What was our conduct at Toulon? And how had we kept 


our promiſes to the royaliſts? In ſhort, what he would aſk was, 


what had been done by any of ourallies, ſeparately taken, or all 
of them vr that was to be depended on, and how long were 
the people of this country to be the dupes of all the other 
powers of Europe in this mad cruſade? Could there be any 
argument, then, more prepoſterous and abſurd, than that 
— aught not to make peace, without having ſecurity for the 
The only power in 2 „which had been faithful to its 

3 ſhe had 
pended upon; and yet we treated her as if ſhe had no ſubor- 
dination, and as if her inhabitants were only an undiſciplined 
rabble and mere banditti. She had not fulfilled her promiſes 
to her allies, becauſe ſhe had no allies; but ſhe had been ter- 
ribly punctual in her threats. She ſaid that ſhe would ſingle- 
handed fight all the deſpots of Europe, and ſhe kept her . 
i 4 C fe 8 e 
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She declared that ſhe would drive us from Toulon, and ſhe 
kept her word. She affirmed that ſhe would chaſe the 


| Pruſſans to the other fide of the Rhine, and ſhe kept her 


word. She afferted, that ſhe would beat the allies out of 


Flanders, and ſhe kept her words Why therefore was France 


to be called the only power in Europe on whoſe promiſe no 
reliance can be xe, Only becauſe ſhe was the only power 
in Europe that had been faithful to its promiſe ! The miniſter 
thought himſelf ſtrengthened by this grand alliance of po- 
| litical characters at home. He thought, on the contrary, \ wt 
the ſentiments of the perſons who compoſed that lee 

would be fatal to the country. He hoped that thoſe Gen- 
tlemen having attached to themſelves a degree of reſpon- 
kbility, would re-confider their declarations. He truſted that, 
when they knew that their opinions might turn the fate of the 
war, they would reviſe thoſe opinions. They would, he 
hoped, recollect the wiſdom of his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Fox), whoſe abſence he regretted, and take the firft oppor- 
unity of making peace with the reprobated republic of 
France. He was yet/ſanguine enough to entertain ſuch 3 
| hope. If however, deriding all demonſtration and experience, 
this ruinous and mad cruſade was really to be perſevered in; 
if this infatuated adminiſtration had gained nothing by their 
new alliance, but an additional infuſion of raſhneſs and ob- 
' ſtinacy; he was confident the hour was not far off, when the 

duped and deluded people of this country would loſe at once 
their credylity and their patience; when a ſolemn hour of 
account would come; an hour which. their having feduced 
| Others to ſhare the peril of, would neither ward off nor pro- 
tract; when the eyes, the hopes, the hearts of the nation 
would be turned to one man>=to his Right Hon. Friend; a 


man in whoſe mind, however its generous nature might be 


wounded by a ſeparation from long · formed and dearly-cheriſh- 


ed connexions, he · was confident, there would ever be found 


. paramount attachment to the ſafety, the proſperity the in- 
dependence of his country, and to the liberty and happineſs 
of man in general; a man who, at that very moment, did 
not to the public eye appear 1% for being more alane; on the 
- contrary, who ſeemed to ſtand on higher ground from being 
leſs ſurrounded. To him, in the ſtowmy. hour, the nation 
would, he knew, turn at laſt; and they would find him, 
Like a great ſea- mark, ſtanding ev'ry flaw, 
And faving thoſe that eye him. 8 | 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that in all points in which he could 
view our preſent ſituation, he ſaw abundant reaſon for Par- 
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lament entering into an examination of it, and coming to 
ſome determination for the ſatisfaQtion of the Public. He 
concluded with moving, “ That there be laid before the 
* Houſe an account of the money iſſued for the King of Pruſſia, 
„in purſuance of the treaty between his Majeſty and the 
«« King of Pruſſia, in conſequence of a treaty ſigned at the 
Hague, in April laſt, together with an account of the troops 


L employed by him in concert with his Majeſty's troops, in 


& purſuance of that treaty.” _ | 
Mr. Grey ſeconded the motion. on 
T he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, before he entered 


into the three great points which the Hon. Gentleman had 


made the chief topics of diſcuſſion, he would apply himſelf to 
_ thoſe inferior matters which had been urged as preliminary to 
them. The Hon. Gentleman ſeemed to exprefs ſome ſatisfac- 
tion that he had at laſt had an opportunity of ſaying a few part- 
ing words, and of ſtating ſome obſervations ; and at the ſame 


time inſinuated ſomething blameable in his Majeſty's miniſters, | 
on account of their ſuppoſed inattention to the Houſe, and ! 


to their public duty; as they were not found in the Houſe, at 


its laſt meeting, diſcharging that part of their public duty. | 


He begged only to remind the Houſe, that it was very ge- 
nerally underſtood, that all public buſineſs was cloſed. It was 


_ undoubtedly true the Houſe was not prorogued ; it was only | 

adjourned, on account of ſome neceflary arrangements made 
for the better conducting the affairs of the Executive Go- | 
vernment, and in fact, for reaſons in themſelves pretty ob- 
vious, and which had been pretty well mixed up with the diſ- 


cuſſions they had juſt heard from the Hon. Gentleman. Unleſs, 


therefore, they themſelves had felt, from the fituation of at- | 


fairs, that ſome new. meaſure was neceſſary to be adopted, 


which they did not, as they thought that, in their view of the 


ſubject, it would rather tend to embarraſs than to improve the 
country, they could not very well conceive that any other per- 


ſon had any thing to propoſe. They did not imagine, till 
they heard of the Hon. Gentleman's notice, that it was very | 
likely that he wanted to diſcuſs again any of thoſe ſubjects 
td which he had juſt directed their attention. He thought 


this was enough to ſay for himſelf. As ta ſome Gentlemen 
who were abſent, * their ſeats were vacant, and their ſitua- 
tions, as ſervanis of the Crown, had not yet commenced, 


oy, had ſufficient excuſe at preſent, His Hon. Friend | 
(Mr. 


(Mr. Dandas); they all knew, was abſent by reaſon of a ſevere 
domeſtic misfortune, which he was ſure the Hon. Gentleman 
regretted equally with him. 
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J | | 
Having thus explained the reaſon of the abſence of miniſters 
on a former day, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he 
ſhould very ſhortly advert to the three diſtinct points to which 
the Hon. Gentleman had alluded; and he ſhould do it the 
more | conciſely; becauſe, with regard to two of them, he 
thought it would be obvious to every Gentleman in that Houſe, 
that it was impoſſible for him, without the greateſt indiſcre- 
tion, and an entire forgetfulneſs of every part of his duty, to 
enter into any diſcuſſion. e | | 
With regard to one of theſe points, he had no difficulty in 
giving a very diſtinct anſwer. | a 
The three points were, the object of the war, as directed 
againſt France; the conduct of the King of Pruſſia; and the 
negociation now pending between this country and the United 
States of America, | | | 
Reſpecting the two laſt, he ſhould ſtate the reaſons why he 
ſhould paſs them over in profound filence. 5 
With regard to the firſt, the object of the preſent war, it 
was not neceſſary to ſay much; but what he had to ſay, he 
wiſhed to ſtate as diſtinctly as he could; and in order to do 
ſo, he muſt beg not to anſwer the queſtion as the Hon. Gen- 
tleman had put it. He begged not to anſwer it equivocally, 
not upon any vague grounds, not upon conſtruction, not 
upon miſrepreſentation. He begged to anſwer the queſtion, 
What the object of the war was ? not from what the Hon. 
Member had miſtakenly repreſented it to be, but from what 5 
he himſelf had conſtantly repreſented it to have been. | . 
A number of irrelative and deſultory obſervations had been | 
made by the Hon. Gentleman, who had made up his argu- 
ment by quoting ſome parts from one Gentleman's ſpeech, 
and ſome from another; and alſo borrowing ſomething from 
thoſe who were not delivering their own opinion, but were [1 
criticiſing the opinion of others, and putting their own con- 2 1+ 
ſtruction upon it. Among other looſe aſſertions, the Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid, the object of the war was the extermi- 
nation of the government ſubſiſting in France, without ex- 
plaining whether he applied it perſonally to thoſe who formed 
the government of France, or whether it extended to all thoſe 
who were adherents to that government: Uſing it equivocally, fl 18 
and to countenance another conſtruction, he ſaid it was a war 1 
uſque ad internecionem; a phraſe which, as far as he recollected, I 
had never been uſed but by thoſe who oppoſed the war. If TM 
the Hon. Gentleman meant that the object of the war, as ex- * With 
preſſed by miniſters, was the deſtruction of the Jacobin go- 1 
vernment in France, he, for his part, would readily admit, 1 
that it had been diſtinctly avowed; that it was ſtill diſtinctly 1 
e, h avowed, I 
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avowed, and could not be receded from; and he would add, 
that whatever ſtrength miniſters might gain from the counſel, 
as well as from the known reſpectability and influence of their 
new aſſociates, their reſolutions on this head could acquire no 
additional force from that circumſtz ce; nor could their de- 
termination to purſue that object be more diſtinctly and firmly 


adhered to, than they would of themſelves follow it up to the | 


Jaſt letter as it had been avowed by him. The object was 
neither to be heightened by new grounds of ſucceſs, nor relin- 
quiſhed from any temporary failures, in the means of its at- 
tainment; and was one which he would never depart from, az 
abſolutely neceſſary to the ſecurity and prefervation of this 
country and her allies. It was not a war of extermination, as 
the Hon. Gentleman had called it, nor was its object the con- 
queſt of France, but the emancipation of that unhappy coun- 


try; not the deſtruction of an enemy, but the overthrow of 


an uſurpation hoſtile to this and every other government in 
Europe; and deſtructive, even to the laſt extremity of ruin, to 
France itſelf. It was impoſſible to ry that this was the 
object of the war, as diſtinctly avowed in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
and recognized by the Houſe in a variety of proceedings, taken 
after ſolemn debate and deliberate conſideration ; no man of 
common candour could, therefofe, miſrepreſent it. Let the 
Right Hon. Member ſuppoſe that all France was united in 
ſupport of the preſent ſyſtem, yet he would be forced to de- 
clare his deteſtation of it z nor could any argument lead hin 
to believe, that a numerous and enlightened people egy 
ſubmitted to the moſt ſevere and ſanguinary defpotiſm that 
ever ſtained the page of hiſtory. It was impoſſible to put an 
end to this moſt furious tyranny without deſtroying the pre- 
ſent government of France. x I; 3 : 
The manner in which the Hon. Gentleman had mentioned 
this country and her allies by the appellation of deſpoti, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked, was a mode of ſpeech 
ſo exactly copied from the French, that he was even ſurpriſed 
that the Hon. Gentleman uſed it, who, though ſometimes 
their apologiſt, had often been obliged to reprobate their 
actions. Who were thoſe that the Hon. Gentleman joined 
with the French in :calling defpots ? The regular powers of 
Europe, Great Britain and her allies, united in one common 
cauſe, uſing the moſt. vigorous endeavours to open to France 
the means to work its own ſafety, and for reſtoring order and 
_ proſperity to that diſtracted country. “ Let the Hon. Gen- 
tleman underſtand once more (ſaid he) that that object is not 
varied, nor that reſolution altered; that there is not a man in 


his Majeſty's councils who has not a firm and unalterable de- 


termination 


| his ſubje 


and aſle 
alluded | 
beſt inter 
and goo 
might be 
it might 


nion of þ 


certainly 
to give v 

fince! 
him that 
pointmer 
afficultis 


forr h WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 905 


termination to employ every exertion, to uſe che beſt means 
and faculties of the country, in conjunction with his Majeſty's 
allies; to effect that which can alone render peace valuable; 1 
mean (ſaid the Chancellor of the Exch * render it per- 
manent and ſecure. Let him recolle& his own declarations, 
and the diſcuſſion the laſt day we converſed on this ſubject. 
That very object had been avowed in his Majeſty's declaration 
in the courſe of laſt ſummer, in his ſpeech as it appeared n 
| the doſe of laſt ſeſſion, and in his Majeſty's ſpeech in the hes 
inning of the preſent ſeſſion, and it had been adopted by the 
. fouſe : And, therefore, the anſwer the Hon. Gentleman re- 
ceived from me was, that the object is ſuch. as has been 
avowed. I cannot ſtate it more diſtinctly than formerly. 
The object of the war has been preciſely the ſame from the 
be 2 nin 3 | TE TR, | | 774 ; AS 
| 5 — having been in that Houſe parties to the ſolemn 
pledge given to their Sovereign to ſupport him in it, a few 
weeks bad ſucceſs, the loſs of ſome towns in Flanders, the 
poſſeſſion of which had in all wars been the fluctuating and 
unſtable conſequence of every temporary advantage, and the 


ſhort ſeries © of ' thoſe viciſſitudes inſeparable from warfare, 4-181 
ſhould. ſo unnerve them, and ſo extinguiſh every ſpark of Bri- 1 
tin ſpirit in their boſoms, as to induce them to abandon all . 1 
their objects, he ſhould conſider humſelf, and thoſe who ho 19 
voured him with their ſupport, as fairly chargeable with the 11 
moſt ſhameful weakneſs and timĩdity, and with the meaneſt de- 104 5 3 
relition of their duty. An eſſential point deſerving the con- 1 
fideration of the Hopſe was, the very different ſituation in 71 
which we ſtood compared with that of the enemy, and, not- Fl 
withſtanding all their new triumphs, how much more we had Ht: ＋ 
gained from them than 3 had obtained from us. | MAI 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer dwelt upon this part of —_ 
his ſubject with great earneſtneſs and powers of reaſoning, 1 9 
and aſked, whether, conſidering the circumſtances that he had 1 
alluded to, the Houſe was to be brought to ſacrifice their own Bil! * : 
beſt intereſts, their very exiſtence, and the well-being, order, 10 
and: good government of all Europe, to the phantoms tba: 
might be attempted to be raifed by the intereſted, or the panics 1 
it might ſui their purpoſes to create? Humble though his opi- l 
nion of himſelf was, he thought better of his own fortitude, and #11 
certainly had a much better opiaion of that of the Houſe, than 11 
to give way, even for a moment, to ſuch a conception; and 1 
be fincerely thanked the Hon. Gentleman for having give | 1 
him that day an opportunity of declaring, that if the d ſep- 3 
bointments which the allied armies had experienced, and the l 
Ufficulties they had encountered, in the proſecution of the juſt 1 


} 
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and honourable war in which they were embarked, had been 
ater in a tenfold degree than they appeared to be, even 
rom the miſt of exaggerated miſrepreſentation which the Hon. 
Gentleman had caſt upon it, it could not, in his mind, make 
an atom of variation, as to the only methods that prudence 
required them to take for the protection of this realm, and 
the conſervation of that general ſyſtem of order and tranquil- 
lity, which had been long gradually methodizing and mould- 
ing the mind of man into a more exalted and happy ſtate of 
. ͤ V ·˙ ARTE LIT IH B77 7 
With regard to the queſtion, the Hon. Gentleman had 
emphatically aſked, * What promiſe had miniſters fulfilled ?” 
He ſaid, he ſhould anſwer it by another, What promiſe had 
they broken?“ For what promiſe, indeed, could they break, 
who had never made any in the way the Hon. Gentleman 
would inſinuate? The only way it was poſſible for them to 
break their promiſe, was to follow the advice of the Hon. 
Gentleman, and relinquiſh the object of the war, to abandon 
every engagement with their allies, to forget every debt they 
owed to ſociety, every truſt repoſed in them by their Sovereign 
and Parliament, and every thing they owed to honour, honeſty, 
or their own reputation. Being on that part of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman's charge, he thought it neceſſary to remind the Houſe, 
that he had never, from the beginning of the war, ſpoken of 
any expected event with certainty; it was impoſſible he could, 
the circumſtances of all wars were ſo variable and ſudden, that 
no prudent man would hazard himſelf by riſquing a deciſive 
opinion beforehand: He had always ſpoken of the events of 
the war with extreme and obvious anxiety, accompanied ne- 
vertheleſs with all that hope which the ſtate of Great Britain, 
the relative ſtate of France, and the ſituation of Europe, well 
juſtiſied: And as he held no language then, either ſanguine 
or over-weening, ſo he would now ſay, that the hope which 
he then entertained was not in the ſmalleſt degree diminiſhed. 
He was yet of opinion, that the Powers of Europe had within 
them ſtrength ſufficient to ſecure their own ſafety; and he 
had not ſo. very mean an eſtimation of their intellects as to 
ſuppoſe, that they would not, to the utmoſt, exert that power 
for the protection of every thing that could be held molt dear 
by every friend to civilized ſocie mx. 52 
On the other two points, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſaid, he would not long detain the 'Houſe. | 
With regard to the treaty with the King of Pruſſia, he had 
only to ſay, that his Majeſty's ſervants were reſponſible that 
nothing ſhould; be wanting on their part, for the true and 


faithful performance of the engagements'they had adviſe: 17 
12 | | | | aje 
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Majeſty to enter into. Whether thoſe troops engaged by the 
ſubſidiary: treaty had been moſt properly employed in the 
places where they were actually employed, or whether they 
might have been employed in another place more beneficially 
for the common (cauſe, were queſtions which he would ven- 
ture to afſert there was not a man in that Houſe, who wiſhed 
well to the operations of the combined armies, and the ſucceſs 
of the cauſe, would wiſh to have anſwered in the midſt of a 
campaign. On that ſubje&, conſidering all the circumſtances 
of the war, it would be highly improper to inſiſt on a reply, 
as it could only provoke a diſcuſſion which muſt be miſ- 
chievous to all the objects we had at ſtake 3 on that ground, 
therefore, he ſhould give it his decided negative. * 
With reſpect to the other object, while negotiation was 
pending with America, he held it to be equally unneceflary 
and improper to ſtate any circumſtance relative to it, at a 
moment when a perſon had arrived. in this country, entruſted 
with powers on the part of America, in order to ſee whether, 
by friendly diſcuſſion, our differences with that country could 
be adjuſted. The public diſcuſſion of that ſubject at the pre- 
ſent moment was moſt likely to defeat the order and arrange- 
ment of the bufineſs to the future ſatisfaction of both coun- 


tries, and at the fame time conſiſtent with the intereſt of his 19 14 
Majeſty's ſubjects. He ſhould, therefore, ſay nothing on that 1 
ſubject. He did not know whether the Hon. Gentleman 1 
would, or would not, wave the moving of it. If he did, the 1 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould undoubtedly f il 

f 


think it his duty to give- his negative, to the motion, on the 
grounds he had already ſtated. As to the general grounds of 
perſevering in the war, notwithſtanding the aſſertions of the 
Hon. Gentleman, he did not ſuſpect the ſentiments of the 
Houſe, or of the nation, were changed. If they were not, 
the queſtion was, What they were to gain by adjourning in- 
ſtead of proroguing Parliament? With regard to the cam- 
paign, miniſters , were to carry it on in the manner which 
might ſeem moſt adviſable to them, and were reſponſible to 
Parliament for their conduct in that reſpect. It did not, 
therefore, require the ſitting of Parliament to watch that 
conduct; neither was it necefſary that it ſhould be kept fitting 
on account of the Pruſſian ſubſidy, in order to obſerve whether 
the King of Pruſſia fulfilled the terms of the treaty ;. and it was 
leaſt of all neceflary that they ſhould continue fitting: on ac- 
count of the affairs with America, ſince, under the preſent 

| circumſtances,” any Parliamentary interference on that fubject 
would be highly injudicious and improper. - On theſe ſeveral 
«counts he felt that an Addreſs to his Majeſty, ſuch as had 
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been moved, would be highly inexpedient and unadviſable, 
and therefore he ſhould give the motion a decided negative. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer took notice of what the 
Hon. Gentleman had ſaid about the unpopularity of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters in America. The Hon. Gentleman had told 
them, that there was a Jacobin party in America, acting on 
French principles, and promoting French intereſts. With 
that Jacobin party, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he 
hoped the King's miniſters were as unpopular as the Hon. 
Member himſelf was with thoſe who oppoſed Jacobin princi. 
ples in this country. That the perſons profeſſing theſe Ja- 
cobin principles were part of the Hon. Gentleman's ordinary 
' correſpondents he could not have ſuppoſed, unleſs the Hon, 
Gentleman himſelf had ſo ſtated it. The Hon. Gentleman, 
however, was not very nice in his choice of correſpondents in 


the weſtern hemiſphere, as he had lately ſhewn. Whether | 


the King's miniſters were popular or not. m America among 
the Jacobins of that country, ſignified but little. With Ja- 


cobins he always expected to be unpopular, both at home and 


abroad. It was enough for him to know, that the popularity 
of Adminiſtration in this country would depend on their ſtop- 


ping the progreſs of Jacobin principles, on oppoſing them | 


wherever they occurred, and in whatever ſhape they might be 


found. To promote impreſſions unfavourable to the ſuccels | 


of the war, and to retrieve, if poſſible, a ſmall degree of that 


popularity which had been loſt among the Hon. Members 


Jacobin friends in America, was pretty clearly the great cauſe 
of his motion. | 


The Hon. Gentleman had alerted; that the preſent Admi · 


niſtration had been veſted with greater powers than had been 


given to any former miniſters. What men or money, ſaid } 


the Hon. Gentleman, had'the King's miniſters aſked, and not 
received? He made no ſcruple to admit the fact; the Houſe 
had been moſt liberal certainly in their grants to his Majeſty's 
miniſters; that Hon. Gentleman, however, had. conſtantly 


oppoſed them, as he did every other meaſure of Government. | 
He believed even the ordinary mode of recruiting the army | 
had been made the object rather of ſevere criticiſm. In ſhort, | 


there was not one meaſure of Government which had not been 


favoured with all the heat and eloquence of that Hon. Gen- | 


tleman's vehement oppoſition. 


After the firſt campaign, miniſters had done what they | 


thought the moſt likely to call forth the zeal and energy of 


the people, in the cauſe in which we had embarked, by pro- 
poling the raiſing voluntary corps by public ſubſcription this | 
ad been oppoſed upon the ground, that it would be deſtruc. 
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tive to the conſtitution z the Houſe judged otherwiſe, and 
approved the plan; the conſtitution had ſurvived, and was 
ſtrengthened by it; the ſucceſs with which it had been crowned 
did honour to the zeal, the loyalty, and the gallantry of the 


nation. | 2 


The next meaſure of importance adopted aroſe from the 
conſideration that Great Britain, rich in pecuniary reſources, 
fhould endeavour to draw forth foreign aid, and facilitate the 
exertions of other powers, according to the ancient ſyſtem 
of the country in continental wars. We ſhould, by means 
of a ſubſidy, endeavour to increaſe the efforts made by nations 
whoſe military ſtrength exceeded their pecuniary ability. We 
did ſo in the caſe of the Pruſſian ſubſidy ; but it was repro- 
bated with the ſame warmth, with the ſame eloquence, with 
the ſame zeal, as the meaſure adopted to increaſe the internal 
defence of the country. After retaining, as far as we could, 
all the ſubjects of Great Britain, and thoſe foreign troops, it 
was natural to think of calling forth, of diſciphning, and of 
rendering regular and effectual, that part of the French nation 
who had taken refuge in England, and whom we might enable 
to bear arms, for the purpoſe of aſliſting in recovering all 
thoſe rights that were moſt dear to them. The demands of 
miniſters on that head, according to the Hon. Gentleman, had 
not been refuſed. - They certainly had not, except by the 
Hon. Gentleman. Miniſters had united all the exertions of 
Europe to thoſe of the ſound part of France, in order to effect 
the ſalvation of that country, and to deſtroy that tyranny which 
otherwiſe threatened to overwhelm all civilized ſociety. 

None of theſe meaſures however, nor the object of the 
war, was what had ſo much irritated the Hon. Gentleman, as 
a matter to which he had ſo pointedly alluded, a topic drawn, 
not from events on the continent, but from events nearer 
home, and which had obviouſly made a deep impreffion on the 
Hon. Gentleman's mind. The Hon. Gentleman aſked, What 
there could be but a great and preſſing neceſſity to produce 
the new, arrangements in the preſent Adminiſtration? That 
queſtion he would anſwer with another, What greater neceſ- 
fity could there exiſt to faithful ſubjects of their Sovereign, to 
faithful guardians of the conſtitution, and fincere lovers of 
their country, to unite their efforts to preſerve the ſecurity of 
the Crown, the authority of the Parliament, the liberty, the 
tranquillity, and ſafety of the nation, than the neceſſity of the 
moment? What connexion of perſons were more likely to 
ſerve the King well, or to defend the conſtitution wiſely and 


| faithfully, than thoſe who had unired on the ground of that 


neceſſity ? What was their object? They were not cyntend- 
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ing whether this or that deſcription of family were the moſt 
likely to compoſe an adminiſtration that would meet the public 
opinion and forward the King's ſervice; they were not con- 
tending with regard to conſtitutional points, whether this or 
that legiſlative meaſure, whether this or that repreſentation of 
the people, was or was not to be adopted; they were not then 
debating what was the beſt form of government for India; nor 
diſcuſſing what were the merits of a peace made twelve years 
ago; but they were conſidering, during the exiſtence of an 
alarming, diſaſtrous, and unprovoked war, what was the beſt 
mode of defending the liberty, the property, and ſecurity of 
every Engliſhman, by preſerving the conſtitution from the 
dangers and deſtruction with which it was threatened. And 
as they tendered their allegiance, as they tendered their ſafety, 
as they cheriſhed the memory of their anceſtors, who had de- 
fended that conſtitution, or looked to the intereſts of their 
poſterity, they were bound to lay aſide every diſtinction, to 
remove every obſtacle, and to unite the talents, the characters, 
integrity, and honour, of all honeſt men who were able to 
| ſerve their country, upon which depended the preſent and 
future ſafety not only of Great Britain, but of Europe. On 
theſe principles they were united; on theſe principles they 
would act; and if their exertions ſhould - unfortunately fail, 
and not be crowned with ſucceſs, they would at leaſt have the 
conſolation of being conſcious that every effort had been 
made that human wiſdom could ſuggeſt ; and that nothing 
had been wanting on their part towards the attainment of an 
object to which there was no one among them that would not 
have devoted all his faculties, and, if neceflary, his life. 
Theſe were the feelings and ſentiments, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſaid, which he entertained on this ſubject; and 
he was extremely obliged to the Hon. Member for the op- 
portunity he had given him of ſtating his ſentiments ex- 
plicitly. Tis | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had attended to the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman with the moſt fixed” attention, and he had not been 
diſappointed. 'The Right Hon. Gentleman had given to the 
queſtions put by his Hon. Friend, exactly that ſort of anſwer 
which he expected to hear from him; he had treated the pre- 
. ſent diſtreſſing ſituation of our arms merely as à temporary 
accident, which was the effect of the chance of war, and 
which the chance of war might as ſoon repair. He defired 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, however, ſeriouſly to conſider 
what our condition at preſent was. Our ſituation was dread- 
ful; in the ſecond 3 of the moſt ruinous war in which this 
country had ever been engaged, after an expence of . 
W ö twenty 
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twenty millions, and an uſeleſs waſte of blood, we were pre- 
ciſely juſt where we were, having loſt, in the preſent cam- 
paign, the Netherlands, which it had been our boaſt ſo much 
to have recovered during the laſt; and yet theſe were the 
events which the Right Hon. Gentleman choſe to dignify with 
the epithet of accidental. He was perfectly ready to admit, 
that the object of the war had been well ſtated by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman; nor had he any fault to find with it. In- 
deed, upon the ſlighteſt inſpection, it would be found, there 
ſcarcely exiſted any difference between this object, as avowed 
on the one fide by miniſters, and charged againſt them by his 
Hon. Friend. Was it not as he (Mr. Sheridan) ſaid, to exter- 
minate the Jacobin Government of France? 'The Right Hon. 
+ Gentleman ſaid, No! His Hon. Friend had rather been ſe- 
verely treated, becauſe he had ſtated that extermination was the 
object of miniſters; but it had been undeſervedly, for it was 
evident, however they differed in terms, in eſſence that was 
the object meant. The miniſter. ſaid, it was not the exter- 
mination, but the deſtruction, of the preſent government of 
France that was their object. He profeſſed he was totally at 
a loſs to diſcover where lay the real and eſſential difference be- 
tween the two ideas conveyed by thoſe words. On the com- 
mencement of hoſtilities a deſcription had been given to the 
war, which Miniſters accuſed Oppoſition of having intro- 
duced—it had been termed Bellum uſque ad internecionem. It 
was true thoſe words had been uſed by way of reproach at 
that period, by an Hon. Gentleman who diſplayed his abilities 
in expoſing the conduct of Adminiſtration, but who had firice 
thought proper to join. in their meaſures, and was to be the 
war miniſter, This term, Mr. Grey ſaid, he looked on as 
moſt ominous; for he dreaded that the principles, as well as 
the expreſſion, would be transferred with that Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Windham) into the councils of the country, and 
that hereafter ſuch would be the objects vainly attempted to 
be purſued. 1 
The Right Hon. Gentleman affected to ſay, their object 
was not to deſtroy, but to reſtore; he would aſk then, How 
was that object propoſed to be atchieved? Was it by aſſiſting 
the French againſt each other? Would not two campaigns, 
waſted in fruitleſs, ineffectual, and diſgraceful efforts, con- 
vince us of the fallacy of ſuch an attempt? The Hon. Gen- 
tleman had built much upon the aſſiſtance we were to receive 
from the well-diſpoſed inhabitants of France: How had that 
turned out in point of fact? Were the people of Toulon to 
be taken as an example? Did they flock to our ſtandard when 
ve offered them a Government which was ſuppoſed to 3 
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moſt congenial to their wiſhes? Or were the inhabitants of 
the northern frontier to be adduced as inſtances of what might 
be expected from the co-operation of the loyal French with 
our armies? In the moſt favourable and ſucceſsful period of 
our arms we found no ſuch inclination on their parts. Where 
then did the Right Hon. Gentleman diſcover any of thoſe in. 
clinations, which he repeatedly aſſured the Houſe dwelt in the 


hearts of thouſands, and would immediately diſcover them. 


felves when the opportunity ſhould preſent for ſo doing ? 
Nothing appeared to juſtify the ſuppoſition ; = nevertheleſs, 
it was ſtill declared in that Houſe, by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, that were affairs ten times more diſaſtrous than at 
this moment they were, he would perſevere. If, in the courſe 
of laſt year's campaign, we were unable to make any impreſ- 
fion upon them, under all the diſadvantages on their part of a 


rrebellion raging in their country, what was to be hoped for at 


preſent, when their government had become energetic, their 


_ reſources regular, and their armies were increaſed in number 


and accommodation? Some of thoſe miniſterial newſpapers, 


which were inceſſantly labouring to miſlead and delude the 


public mind, had lately made ufe of this curious argument, to 
reconcile us to our preſent misfortunes, that now that all 
danger from without was likely to ceaſe, in conſequence of the 
combined armies of the allies falling back, the French would 
ſet about cutting their own throats, and their government 


© muſt of courſe crumble to pieces by internal diviſions. Happy 
age this, where defeat was victory, and where the only 


ope of advantage mult be derived from a continuance of loſs 
and diſappointment ! How much longer were we to perſiſt in 
ſuch abſurdity | What greater and more diſaſtrous loſſes were 
we to endure, before we could be induced to relinquiſh an 
object ſo unattainable! What waſte of blood and treaſure was 
this miſerable country fated to continue to deplore, ere we 


| ſhould be induced to acknowledge that Republic, which, he 


openly and boldly avowed it his opinion to be, we ſhould 
ſooner or later be obliged to recognize. | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Grey obſerved, looked 


us though he was ſurpriſed at this aſſertion; he would there- 
fore again ſay, that he believed, and experience juſtified the 


concluſion, that we ſhould be compelled to negotiate with 
that Jacobin Government we at preſent perſiſted in attempts 
to deſtroy. He reminded the Houſe, that the preſent were 
not the only or firſt miniſtry who had held the ſame lofty lan- 
guage, and had been obliged to recant it. In the American 
war, the Adminiſtration of that day had equally affected to 


deſpiſe and deny the newly-erected government; and 29 * 
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he doubted not, would be the event of the preſent unhappy 
conteſt, in the end of which they would be obliged to treat 
with thoſe very perſons they had ſo much undervalued. In 
the caſe of America, that ſame Congreſs which had been held 
out as traitors and rebels, were at laſt admitted to be, what 
they termed themſelves, the legal repreſentatives of a free 
people. In the preſent inſtance, he and his friends had re- 
peatedly endeavoured to perſuade the Houſe, though ineffec- 
tually, to adopt the ſame mode of negotiation. | 

It would, perhaps, be aſked, Shall we treat in the preſent 
moment? The Right Hon. Gentleman had affirmed it would 
be puſillanimity to ſue for peace. He meant no ſuch thing as 
ſuing to the French, or any other people in the world. He 
wiſhed for peace, but wiſhed for it upon no other terms than 
ſuch as were conſiſtent with. the honour and dignity, equally 
with the intereſts of the nation. He had, therefore, no heſi- 
tation to repeat his propoſition, and once more earneſtly ex- 
hort the Houſe, to do that in the preſent inſtance which they 
would be bound to do in the end—acknowledge the Republic 
upon terms reciprocal, fair and honourable to both countries. 
Such a propoſition he had made at the breaking out of hoſtili- 
ties, had repeated it during their progreſs, and now moſt ſe- 
riouſly and earneſtly preſſed it again for their conſideration 
and acceptance. The Right Hon. Gentleman avowed him- 
ſelf to be of an opinion diametrically oppoſite. However 
ſorry he might be for this in other reſpects, in one ſenſe he 
was pleaſed at his explicit and declared determination to perfiſt 
in his plan of hoſtility z he hoped and truſted it would rouſe 
the country to an interference ſo neceſſary for their ſalvation. 
He had no doubt, but that numbers, judging from the paſt 
readineſs with which the Right Hon. Gentleman had relin- 
quiſhed former aſſertions, had indulged the hope he would 
have done ſo on the preſent occaſion, and reſting on that hope 
they had hitherto acquieſced ; the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
conduct on the preſent occaſion, however, effectually extin- 
_ -=—_ hope, and he truſted the people would act ac- 
cordingly. 8 | | | 

The next point to which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
adverted, Mr. Grey remarked, was the . Pruſſian treaty, and 
the conduct of the Pruſſian troops in the courſe of the preſent 
campaign, Upon this, as upon former occaſions of a like 
nature, he had availed himſelf of the ſtale trick, ſtate ſecrets! 
Mr. Grey faid, that he could not help obſerving, a Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham), who had vacated his ſeat, 
had, upon a former occaſion, ſo ſucceſsfully and ably com- 
bated and expoſed the fallacy of ſuch a, defence, * 
| alliſt- 
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aſſiſtance that day would have been highly uſeful.” The Right 


© Hon. Gentleman affected to ſay he could not explain why the 


troops promiſed. under the Pruſſian treaty had never made 
their appearance. The motion of his Hon. Friend went not 
to inveſtigate into cauſes or effects, but merely to aſcertain a 
matter of fact; namely, whether the money had been paid, 
and whether the troops ſtipulated for were employed? This 


| was to be anſwered with the word which poſſeſſed ſuch a 


charm in it ſecret! He was ready to admit, indeed, that the 


whole was a ſecret—a ſecret why the treaty was entered into 


at all—a ſecret why ſuch an enormous ſum 'of money was 
granted—and a ſecret where the troops ſo paid for were to be 
found: What part of the treaty then had the King of Pruſſia 
fulfilled on his part? None that we knew of; but we did 
know the diſaſters that had happened to us from his non- 
performance; all the reſt was enveloped in the myſtery of ſtate 
ſecrecy ; and the only thing that was not a ſecret was, that 
the King of Pruſſia had received a conſiderable part of the 
money. 1 

The third point alluded to by the Right Hon. Gentleman 
was, our ſituation with America. Upon which he was again 
obliged to have recourſe to his old excuſe—ſtate ſecrecy. 
The motion, with regard to this part of it, Mr. Grey ſaid, 
had only been offered, in order to afford Parliament an oppor- 
tunity of preventing that war, which the obſtinacy of Admini- 


ſtration would, in all probability, give them cauſe to repent 


eiter | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had charged thoſe Gentlemen 


with whom he had been in the habits of acting, with having 
continually oppoſed the meaſures adopted as neceſſary for the 
conduct of the war. He for one, Mr. Grey declated, was 
ready to avow the whole of his conduct upon that ſubject; 
and could not fairly be accuſed of throwing impediments in 
the way of Government; on the contrary, his conduct, and 
that of thoſe with whom he acted, had been, during the war, 


founded upon truly conſtitutional principles, unleſs it were 
laid down as a fundamental propofition, that the moment 


miniſters choſe to plunge the nation into the miſeries of war, 
all oppoſition to their meaſures and ſchemes muſt become un- 
conſtitutional. Was this charge againſt what was termed the 
Oppoſition well founded ? In the firft place, with reſpect to 
the propoſition for increaſing the internal force of the king- 
dom, did they oppoſe the meaſure itſelf? On the contrary, 
did they not endeavour to promote the arming? Their only 
wiſh was to render the mode conſtitutional, by legalizing, 


with the ſanction of Parliament, thoſe ſubſcriptions, tru 
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without ſuch previous conſent, they contended were perfectly 
illegal and unconſtitutional. In the next place, did they op» 
poſe the grant of the ſupplies ? If they oppoſed the Pruſſian 
ſubſidy, they were ready to grant the ſame ſum to be applied 
to other purpoſes. | It was the application of the money in 
that particular way which they oppoſed, becauſe they con- 
fidered it as an immenſe ſum, diſpoſed of for very inadequate 
purpoſes. Whether they were right or wrong in ſo conſider- 
ing it, let the event declare. What was done upon the Emi- 
grant Force Bill too; a meaſute fo highly vaunted of at the 
time of its propoſal, or what force was raiſed of thoſe five 
hundred thouſand men, which were to flock to our ſtandard 
the moment the meaſure was adopted? Upon all theſe 
grounds, therefore, of oppoſition, inſtead of reproach, they 
had a claim to praiſe for their foreſight, and he confeffed 
himſelf proud in the part he had taken upon the ſeveral oc- 
caſions. | | | 

The laſt topic treated on by the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
was the connexion recently formed between him and ſome 
political characters who had heretofore been hoſtile to every 


meaſure of his adminiſtration. Upon this topic, Mr. Grey 


declared he had little to fay. 'The Right Hon. Gentleman 
Lad laboured to ſtate reaſons for their having paſſed over many 
points of difference which had hitherto exiſted between them; 
but he had ſtudiouſly avoided the grand point waich had been 
deemed, and long ſince declared to be the infurmountable ob- 
ſtacle to a coalition, namely, the exiſtence of an Adminiſtra- 
tion, which, both by its commencement and continuance. was 
held to be equally diſgraceful to the Houſe of Commons, and 
dangerous to the conſtitution; and which could not be for- 
given, without full and ample atonement firſt made for its 
palt miſconduct, . With thoſe who had avowed that opinion, 
and had hitherto acted upon it, was the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man at laſt connected, without any ſuch atonement having 


been infiſted on or made. He profeſſed himſelf to be equally | 
glad with the Right Hon. Gentleman that the diſcuſſion of 


the preſent evening had taken place, as it had afforded him an 
opportunity of ſtating his ſentiments to the country at large, 
on which he would leave them to make their own comment 
Mr. Grey concluded with declaring, that, at all events, he 
prayed to God, that this country might not radically ſuffer by 
an event which he could not but deem moſt diſaſtrous and 
ominous to her future ſalvation. 

Mr. Sheridan roſe to make ſome reply to what had fallen from 
the Chancellor. of the Exchequer. He declared, he was ſorry to 


find that the ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman had confirmed 
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aſſiſtance that day would have been highly uſeful. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman affected to ſay he could not explain why the 
troops promiſed. under the Pruſſian treaty had never made 
their appearance. The motion of his Hon. Friend went not 
to inveſtigate into cauſes or effects, but merely to aſcertain a 
matter of fact; namely, whether the money had been paid, 
and whether the troops ſtipulated for were employed ? This 
was to be anſwered with the word which poſſeſſed ſuch a 
charm in it—ſecret! He was ready to admit, indeed, that the 
whole was a ſecret—a ſecret why the treaty was entered into 
at all—a ſecret why ſuch an enormous ſum of money was 
granted—and a ſecret where the troops ſo paid for were to be 
found. What part of the treaty then had the King of Pruſſia 
fulfilled on his part? None that we knew of; but we did 
know the diſaſters that had happened to us from his non- 
performance; all the reſt was enveloped in the myſtery of ſtate 
ſecrecy ; and the only thing that was not a ſecret was, that 
the King of Pruſſia had received a conſiderable part of the 
money. | 
The third point alluded to by\the Right Hon. Gentleman 
Was, our ſituation with America. Upon which he was again 
obliged to have recourſe to his old excuſe—ſtate ſecrecy. 
The motion, with regard to this part of it, Mr. Grey ſaid, 
had only been offered, in order to afford Parliament an oppor- 
tunity of preventing that war, which the obſtinacy of Admini- 
ſtration would, in all probability, give them cauſe to repent 
of hereafter. | 5 0 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had charged thoſe Gentlemen 
with whom he had been in the habits of acting, with having 
continually oppoſed the meaſures adopted as neceſſary for the 
conduct of the war. He for one, Mr. Grey declared, was 
ready to avow the whole of his conduct upon that ſubject; 
and could not fairly be accuſed of throwing impediments in 
the way of Government; on the contrary, his conduct, and 
that of thoſe with whom he acted, had been, during the war, 
founded upon truly conſtitutional principles, unleſs 1t were 
laid down as a fundamental propofition, that the moment 
miniſters choſe to plunge the nation into the miſeries of war, 
all oppoſition to their meaſures and ſchemes muſt become un- 
confſtitutienal. Was this charge againſt what was termed the 
Oppoſition well founded? In the firft place, with reſpect to 


the propoſition for increaſing the internal force of the king- 


dom, did tiiey oppoſe the meaſure itfelf ? On the contrary, 
did they not endeavour to promote the arming? Their on!) 
with was to render the mode conſtitutional, by legalizing, 


with the ſanction of Parliament, thoſe ſubſcriptions, ws 
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without ſuch previous conſent, they contended were perfectly 
illegal and unconſtitutional. In the next place, did they op- 
poſe the grant of the ſupphes ? If they oppoſed the Pruſſian 
ſubſidy, they were ready to grant the ſame ſum to be applied 
to other purpoſes. It was the application of the money in 
that particular way which they oppoſed, becauſe they con- 
ſidered it as an immenſe ſum, diſpoſed of for very inadequate 
purpoſes. Whether they were right or wrong in ſo conſider- 


ing it, let the event declare. What was done upon the Emi- 


grant Force Bill tooz a meaſure ſo highly vaunted of at the 
time of its propoſal, or what force was raiſed of thoſe five 
hundred thouſand men, which were to flock to our ſtandard 
the moment the meaſure was adopted? Upon all theſe 
grounds, therefore, of oppoſition, inſtead of reproach, they 
had a claim to praiſe for their foreſight, and he confeſſed 
himſelf proud in the part he had taken upon the ſeveral oc- 
caſions. | | 

The laſt topic treated on by the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
was the connexion recently formed between him and ſome 
political characters who had heretofore been hoſtile to every 


meaſure of his adminiſtration. Upon this topic, Mr. Grey 


declared he had little to ſay. The Right Hon. Gentleman 


Lad laboured to ſtate reaſons for their having paſſed over many 


points of difference which had hitherto exiſted between them; 
but he had ſtudiouſly avoided the grand point waich had been 
deemed, and long ſince declared to be the inſurmountable ob- 
itacle to a coalition, namely, the exiſtence of an Adminiſtra- 
tion, which, both by its commencement and continuance, was 
held to be equally diſgraceful to the Houfe of Commons, and 
dangerous to the conſtitution; and which could nor be for- 
given, without full and ample atonement firſt made for its 
paſt miſconduct. . With thoſe who had avowed that opinion, 
and had hitherto acted upon it, was the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man at laſt connected, without any ſuch atonement having 


been inſiſted on or made. He profeſſed himſelf to be equally 


glad with the Right Hon. Geatleman that the diſcuſſion of 
the preſent evening had taken place, as it had afforded him an 
opportunity of ſtating his ſentiments to the country at large, 
on which he would leave them to make their own comment 
Mr, Grey concluded with declaring, that, at all events, he 
prayed to God, that this country might not radically ſuffer by 
an event which he could not but deem moſt diſaſtrous and 
ominous to her future ſalvation. | 

Mr. Sheridan roſe to make ſome reply to what had fallen from 
the Chancellor. of the Exchequer. He declared, he was ſorry to 


find that the ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman had confirmed 
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the opinion he had always entertained of him, viz. that he was 

a miniſter who could not be improved by experience, and who 
could not be cured of his raſhneſs by the long train of cala- 
mitous events which his precipitancy or his imbecility had 
brought upon the country, He was extremely happy that this 
debate had taken place, becauſe. if no other advantage was 
gained by it, at leaſt this one had been obtained, that miniſter; 
had taken care that the Public ſhould not be deluded by any 
fallacious hopes of a change of meaſures, by declaring them- 
ſelves more than ever wedded to their deſtructive and viſion- 
ary ſyſtem of exterminating the French Jacobins. In thus 
pledging themſelves to theſe ruinous meaſures, miniſters 
ſeemed either really or affectedly to be ignorant of the total 
change which had taken place in the opinions of the peopfe 
of this country reſpecting the war in Flanders. A change 
more ſudden and more univerſal, he believed, had never before 
taken place in the popular opinions of any country. That 
very object, viz. the conqueſt of France, which ſome time ſince 
the ſanguine diſpoſition of the people, together with the delu- 
ſions practiſed upon them, led them to look to as certain, was 
now treated as chimerical and abſurd in the extreme; reſiſt- 
ance abroad, and want of confidence at home, were trifling 
"difficulties, when oppoſed to the irreſiſtible ſpirit of cruſade 
which poſſeſſed his Majeſty's miniſters. He lamented how- 
ever their determination. 


Had not the experience of two campaigns ſhewn them the 


impracticability of the attempt? Would not the diſgraces and 
diſaſters we had ſuffered within the laſt ſix weeks, convince 
every man of the dangerous ſituation into which the country 
had been plunged by the raſh meaſures of Adminiſtration pro- 
ceeding on this principle, that we had no ſecurity for peace in 
treating with the preſent Government of France, which in 
fact was the only Government that had kept its faith, as he had 
ſhewn in his former ſpeech ? in which he had alſo put diſtinct 
queſtions as to the very different conduct of our allics, but 
had received no ſatisfactory anſwer. He would again atk, 
Whether the King of Pruſha had not baſely violated his en- 
gagements to this country? Was it not the fact, that, inſtead 
of ſending the troops for which he had been paid by us, and 
which were to have co-operated with the Britiſh in Flanders, 


he kept aloof, furniſhed no troops, and that in conſequence of | 
his breach of faith, our own troops had been expoſed to a fitu- 


ation in which their valour was unavailing ? Was it not notort- 

ous that the King of Pruſſia had employed his forces in the de. 

teſtable occupation of plundering and murdering the diſtreſſed 

Poles in conjunction with the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 3 by 
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likewiſe failed in performing her engagements ?- At the time 
that the Britiſb-fleet, with inferior force, for which miniſters 
deſerved reprobation, were gloriouſly combating that of the 
enemy, had not the Spaniards refuſed to {end out a fleet to 
capture, or even to make the attempt on the American fleet, 
which the French regarded as their grand reſource, and the 
failing of which for ee. had been known almoſt a year? 
Wis it not true that the Dutch had not a fingle ſhip of the 
line at ſea to aſſiſt us? Had not the Emperor failed in his en- 
gagement of. keeping up the number of troops he promiſed, 
and had not the King of Sardinia been deficient in that reſpect 
likewiſe ? Thus it was evident, that the French government. 
was the only one that appeared to have no privilege to break 
its faith, which all the allies had done as they found occaſion, 

It appeared to him, that miniſters had a patent for misſtating 
facts; With reſpect to what had happened in Flanders, and the 
preſent ſtate of that country, it was curious to obſerve of how 
little value the preſervation of Flanders was at preſent conſidered 
by the Right Hon Gentleman: How muſt his mind have changed 
upon the ſubject, and how different muſt his opinions have 
been fince laſt year, when the poſſeſhon of that country, and 
beating the-French out of it, was announced with all the pomp 
and lofty eloquence which the Right Hon. Gentleman had al- 
ways at command, as one of the moſt brilliant ſucceſſes, and 
molt fortunate events, that had crowned the operations of a 
ſucceſsful campaign ? The French having recently beaten us 
entirely out of that country, the Houſe was told by the ſame 
Right Hem Gentleman, that this great diſaſter was nothing but 
a temporary diſcomfiture or check; ſo trivial, that it was not 
worth while to dwell upon it. When the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman talked in that way, what was it that he would allow to 
be diſaſtrous, or what misfortune could happen that he would 
not treat with the fame indifference and contempt ? The King 
of Pruſſia was ſaid to be off entirely: What if the Emperor was 
likewiſe to withdraw himſelf from the war ? What if the 
Dutch were to conclude a ſeparate peace with France? All 
theſe, to the bold and undaunted mind of the Right Hon. Gen- 
leman, would prove but temporary and trivial checks, unwor- 
thy of his conſideration, and not of a nature that could make 
him relinquiſh his favourite object, and the continuance of a 
war, which already had produced ſo much expence of blood 
and treaſure. | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Sheridan obſerved, had 
fo particularly alluded to his Parliamentary conduct, and the 
oppolition which he had ſaid he always gave to the meaſures 
ot Government, that he thanked the Right Hon. Gemleman 
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for affording him that opportunity of replying to the charge, 
which he had been pleaſed to bring againſt him. He had no 


heſitation in denying the fact, and he deſired the Right Hon, 
Gentleman to point out an inſtance of his oppoſing any mea- 


ſure of Government which was actually neceſſary, or had ob- 


tained the ſanction and approbation of Parliament. He might 
aſk the Right Hon. Gentleman if he had ever oppoſed the 
ſupplies for carrying into execution the neceſlary operations 
| which had been approved by Parliament. The ſyſtem and 


object of the war, and the conduct in carrying it on, he had 


uniformly oppoſed, becauſe he ſaw that the war itſelf was ab- 


ſurd, erroneous, and deſtructive to the country, and its conduct 


highly impolitic and injurious: upon all occaſions where he 
had oppoſed, he had fairly and candidly ſtated his reaſons for 
oppolition, which the Right Hon. Gentleman had choſen to 
gloſs over that day by a general charge of his having oppoſed 
every meaſure ſuggeſted by Government; a charge which 
was by no means true, or capable of being ſubſtantiatcd by 
proof. 6 | 

y It was rather unfortunate, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, for the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's attack upon his conduct reſpecting the 
Pruſſian ſubſidiary treaty, that he had oppoſed it cn the ground 
that no dependence could be placed on his Pruil an Majeſty, 


and that he had warned miniſters of the prob:bility of the 


troops bargained for being employed againſt the Poles, inſtead 
of the French ; he had however voted for the morey being 
raiſed z his only objection was to the mode of application and 
expenditure, and the event juſtified. his conduct, as it had 
proved that he and his friends had been right in their appre- 
henſions that the propoſed object would not be anſwered by 
it. The terms of the treaty with his Pruſſian Majeſty were, 
that by the 24th of May laſt his troops were to have bcen at the 
place of their deſtination to co-operate with the Britiſh : This 
place muſt of courſe be Flanders. Where were thoſe Pruſ- 
tians ? that was a State ſecret. How had they been em- 
ployed, and where were they now ? That was an impenetrable 
ſecret. What part of the treaty then had the King of Pruſſia 
fulfilled on his part? None that we knewof; but we did know 
the diſaſters that had happered to us from his non- perform- 
ance; all the reſt was enveloped in the myſtery of State ſecrecy, 
and the only thing that is not a ſecret, is, that he has received a 
conſiderable part of the money. Mr. Sheridan declared, he had 
always oppoſed the doctrine of placing confidence in miniſters; 
and, on a former occaſion, he had been ſupported in his opinion 


by Mr. Windham, whoſe abſence he regretted on that day, as he | 
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ant point, that no miniſter had a right to infer, that there exiſted 
a ſpirit of diſaffection in thoſe who would not give implicit 
confidence to Government in all the means which they choſe 
to adopt for the purpoſe of e their meaſures into effect. 
With regard to the project of calling for voluntary ſubſcrip- 
tions, his oppoſition to it had alſo been given on conſtitutional 
grounds; he had expreſsly ſaid that he had no objection to the 
meaſure itſelf, when it ſhould have received the ſanction of 
Parliament. Tbe French Emigrant Bill he had oppoſed, 
becauſe he diſapproved the priuciple, and on the ground 
of its impracticability, for he could not think it poſſible for 
miniſters to ſend into France thoſe unfortunate men, who 
were certain of being executed if taken by their country- 
men; and it appeared that, notwithſtanding the pompous 
declaration of the Secretary of State (Mr. Dundas), that he 
expected five hundred thouſand emigrants would be embodied 
—one hundred were not in arms. With regard to the object of 
the war, he was extremely happy that he had brought on this 
diſcuſſion, becauſe it had drawn from the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man an explicit declaration of his preciſe views; how ſatisfac- 
tory and gratifying that declaration might be to the country, was - 
another queſtion. The Right Hon. Gentleman had that night 
made uſe of a new term, and he was willing to give him the full 
benefit of the diſtinction; he had ſaid the war was not for the 
extermination; but the deſtruction of the Jacobin ſyſtem, and 
that there could be no peace till that took place. Tnis held out a 
very great comfort and conſolation to thoſe friends to their coun- 
try, and the people at large, who wiſhed to ſee the bleſſings of 
peace reſtored, by telling them it was not within the power of 
poſſibility, nor need they expect to be relieved from the horrors 
of war, till his. favourite ſcheme of deſtruction had been ef- 
fected. He truſted, however, that when the Gentlemen who 
were coming into Adminiſtration, ſhould have conſidered the 
ſtate of reſponſibility in which they were to ſtand, they would 
relax ſomewhat with regard to the extent ro which the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had declared, that in his opinion the 
war ought to be carried. It had not appeared that the French 
| had aſked us to interfere in their concerns; as they ſeemed 
well ſatisfied with their preſent government, we had no right 
to interfere with it. He lamented the dereliction of principle 
in thoſe who had uniformly declared that they could not act 
with the preſent Adminifiration, on account of the manner 
in which they had come into office, in contempt of the Houſe of 
Commons, and'the meaſures they afterwards purſued. As the 
day of account muſt at length arrive, he hoped theſe Gentlemen, 
tor their own ſakes, would conſider the perilous ſituation in 
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which they ſtood in uniting themſelves with the preſent mi- 
niſter, and adopt timely meaſures for the reſtoration of peace, 


before it ſhould be too late, while we poſſeſſed the means of 
making it on equitable terms. His own object, Mr. Sheri- 
dan ſcrupled not to avow, was unequivocally to acknowledge 
the French republic. | 

He concurred perfectly in opinion with his Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Grey) that we ſhould be compelled to do what we had been 
compelled to do in the caſe of the American war. It was then 
objected that we could not treat with the infamous Congreſs, 
but eventually we were obliged to ſubmit to that humiliation. It 
was at preſent ſaid we could not treat with the Government of 
France, which yet we muſt certainly do in the end, for it could 


not be ſuppoſed that we were to carry on war while there was 


a man or a guinea in the country. | | 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had objected to his uſing the 
word deſpot as one adopted by the members of the French Con- 
vention; but no inſinuation of that kind ſhould have any 
effect on him: If by the word Monarch was meant the firlt 


magiſtrate of any well-governed ſtate, he would not apply it 


to the deſpot of Peterſburgh, or the deſpot of Berlin, who had 
been guilty of ſuch atrocious breach of faith, ſuch plunder and 
murder in Poland; in ſpeaking of ſuch nefarious actions, he 
could not be nice in the ſelection of his words. The Hon. 


Gentleman had ſtyled thoſe whom he called Deſpots the regu- 


lar powers of Europe; a very proper name certainly for thoſe 
who had ſo regularly broken every engagement they entered 
into, and with none of which it was poſſible to preſerve good 
faith. Theſe were the powers with whom we were to make 
alliances, as if on purpoſe that they might be broken; and 
France, the only regular power that we knew of, we were told, 
it was impoſſible to treat with. Having already ſhewn the 
. ee which the deſpots had to be called regular powers, 
1e thought it was eaſy to ſhew that France had at leaſt been 
conſiſtent in her threats and promiſes ; we had felt that all ſhe 
had ſaid or promiſed to do againſt her enemies ſhe had done, 
and all that we and our allies had promiſed to one another 
was ftill undone. He rejoiced, that the Public at large would, 
by that day's debate, have a juſt view of the grounds and ſtate 
of the war. He had no doubt the Right Hon. Gentleman would 
perſiſt in his opinions and meaſures ; the proceedings of that 
day evinced his uſual obſtinacy. Indeed he ſhould not expect 
him to retract ; he knew well the loftineſs of his tones, even 
when manifeſtly wrong, and his diſlike to nrike apology for 


the abſurdity of his conduct; it was inconſiſtent with his na- 


ture; his temper ſhewed in all caſes how uufit a perſon - 
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would be for a garriſon, becauſe it would be impoſſible to keep 
him within the ramparts. The day would however ſoon come 
when his conduct and his views would appear to the country 
to have been equally diſgraceful, reſulting from a degree of 
vanity and raſhneſs, bordering, in his opinion, upon inſanity. 
And with regard to the war itſelf, he contended, that four- 
fifths of that Houſe had changed their opinion, and ninety- 
nine out of an hundred of the people at large. 

Mr. M. Robinſon ſaid a few words in favour of the motion, 
Upon which the queſtion was put, and carried without a 
_ diviſion, | 1 : 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that as the miniſter had refuſed to give. 
any account of the Pruſhan troops, how or where they were 
employed, or whether Pruſſia. had received any part of the 
ſubſidy or not, he thought it unneceſſary to trouble the Houſe 
with any further motion. IG | 


| CAPTAINS HARVEY AND HUTT. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That an humble ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to 
order two monuments to be erected, in the collegiate church 
of Weſtminſter, to the memory of Captain Harvey and Captain 
Hutt, who died of the wounds they received, in exerting their 
bravery and ſkill on the firſt of June, when a glorious victory 
had been obtained over the French at ſea by the fleet com- 
manded by the gallant Earl Howe; a motion in which he did 
not doubt but he ſhould meet the unanimous concurrence of 
the Houſe. _ | 5 | | 

The motion was carried nem. con. ; 

The addreſs was ordered to be preſented by ſuch Members 
as were of his Majeſty's Privy Council. | 

Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRI DAT, July 11. 


A few minutes before three o'clock, there being ſeveral 

Peers in their robes in the Houſe, . | 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, it was exceedingly unpleaſant 
to him to call the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject that might 
not be agreeable to ſome of their Lordſhips, but the impro- 
priety, if any there was, did not commence with him. Their 
Lordſhips would recollect, that a few days ſince a Noble 
Friend of his (the Duke of Norfolk) gave notice that he ſhould 
on that day bring forward a motion on a very imporant ſubject. 
tne Noble Duke was then in his place, ready to make that 
motion; and, confidering the particular fituation of the affairs 
of 
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of the country, conſidering that perſons of very different and 
oppoſite characters had lately united to aſſiſt the Executive 
Government, by the wiſdon. of their counſels, and by all their 
efforts, it became, on that account, as well as for various 


other important reaſons, highly neceffary that their Lordſhips 


ſhould hear the propoſition which the Noble Duke had to ſub- 
mit to them. The Noble and Learned Lord, whoſe duty it 
was to be on the Woolſack, was not, however, in the Houſe, 
That Noble and Learned Lord had, when the notice was 
„ kv conveyed to the Noble Duke an aſſurance, that he 

10uld be attended to this day. His abſence was a proof of 
what the Noble and Learned Lord intended on that occaſion. 
He would not have given the Noble Duke that aſſurance then, 
and abſented himſelf now, if he had not intended it to anſwer 
a particular purpoſe; and to make it impoſſible for him to 


bring forward his propoſition before Parliament was pro- 


rogued. This was a trick which would have been diſgraceful 
to a much lower character than the Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land. As it was their Lordſhips* duty, in his opinion, to pro- 
ceed to buſineſs, notwithſtanding this attempt to prevent it, he 
mould do the only thing he could, to put their Lordſhips in a 
fituation to do ſo; © and therefore,” ſaid the Noble Ear], © 1 
«© now move, That your Lordſhips do proceed to elect a 
Speaker.“ f 

Lhe Lord Chancellor came in ſoon aſter, and prayers being 
over, 2 1 
The Duke of Norfolk ſaid, that as there could not then be 
time for debating the motion of which he had given notice, he 
ſhould decline giving their Lordſhips any trouble upon the 
ſubject, 5 . f | 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe, and was again procceding to 
comment upon the conduct of the Lord Chancellor, when he 
was interrupted by the King's arrival being announced. 

His 'Majcity came in ſtate to the Houſe; and being ſeated 
on the throne, and the Commons attending at the bar (in con- 
ſequence of a meſſage carried to them by Sir Francis Mon- 
neux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod), delivered the fol- 
lowing moſt gracious Speech: |, | N 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 

4 The ſtate of public buſnefs enables me now to cloſe this ſeſſion of Par- 
Jiament ; in doing which I have again to acknowledge that aſſiduity and zeal 
for the intereſts of my people, of which you had before given me ſo many 
proofs, and which have been ſo particularly manifeſt-d in the preſent 


year. 
J am petfizaded that you entertain too juſt a ſenſe of the nature and im- 
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bated, or your perſeverance ſhaken, by the recent ſucceſſes of the d in 
the Netherlands. a 

In a moment which fo ſtrongly calls for energy and vigour, it is vecull 
arly gratifying to me to reſlect on the uniform ſkill and Bravery of my fleets 
and armies; the undaunted ſpirit and unwearied exertions of my officers and 
troops in every ſituation z and the general public ſpirit of my people, which 
have never at any period been more conſpicuous. - 

« T have obſerved, with the higheſt ſatisfaction, the rapid and valuable 
acquiſitions made in the Eaft and Weſt Indies, the ſucceſsful operati 
which have been carried on in the Mediterranean, and the brilliant and de- 
ciive victory obtained by my fleet, under the command of Earl Howe, an | | 
event which muſt ever be remembered as one of. the molt glorious in the 
naval hiſtory of this country. OO 1 

« Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | | | 

« T return you my warmeſt thanks for the cheerfulneſs and liberality 1 
with which you have granted the large ſupplies which were neceſſary for the KH 
ſervice of the year, and for the maintenance of a cauſe equally i important ts 1 
the ſecurity and happineſs of every claſs of my ſubjedts. iN 

:M My Lords and Gentlemen, i WY 

« I feel it incumbent upon me particularly to acknowledge ks diligence | þ x 
in the inveſtigation of the deſigns which had been formed againſt the 1 
government and conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, and to thank you for the | F 4 J 
confidence you have repoſed in me on this occaſion. It will be a principal #þ 45 
object of my attention to make a vigorous and prudefit uſe of the additional | 1; ! # | 
powers veſted in me for the protection and ſecurity of my people; and rely- | 1 [6 
ing, as I do, with the utmoſt confidence, on the uniform loyalty and public 1: 
ſpirit of the great body of my ſubjects, I have no doubt of ſpeedily and effec- Fl 
tually repreſſing every attempt to diſturb the publit pearez and of defeating 
the wicked deſigns which have been in agitation. 

It muſt not, however, be forgotten, that theſe deſigns againſt our do- 
meſtic happineſs are eſſentially connected with the ſyſtem now prevailing in 
France, of which the principles and ſpirit are irreconcileably hoſtile to all 
regular and eſtabliſhed government; and that we are therefote called upon, 

by erery conſideration of our own internal ſafety, to continue our efforts in 
conjunction with my allies, and to perſevere, with increaſed vigour and 
exertion, in a conteſt, from the ſucceſsful termination of which we can alone 
expect to eſtabliſh, on a ſolid and permanent foundation, the ſuture ſecu- 
oy and tranquillity either of this country, or of the other nations of 
urope.“ 
Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty” scommand, ſaid, 
0 My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« Tt is bis Majeſty's royal <will and pleaſure, that this Parli ament be e- 

rogued to Tueſday, the 19th day of Auguſt next, to be then here holden; and 


this Parliament is * prorogued to Tueſday, the 19th day of Auguſt 
next, 9 
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Agreeably to our Promiſe, we lay before the Reader 4 


; further Account of the Speech of Lord HawkEsBORT, 
on the 3d of April laſt, on the © 
| NAVIGATION LAWS. 


Lord Hawkeſbury having opened his ſpeech on this inter- 
eſting ſubjeC (as ſtated in our firſt report of it, vol. iii. 


page 15.), with ſome Fe e on the magnitude 


and importance of the ſyſtem of thoſe laws, under which our 
navigation and marine, both military and commercial, had 
grown up to its preſent point of perfection; and having ſhewn 
that the eſtabliſhment of that ſyſtem had early engaged the 
attention of our anceſtors, who had ſteadily made it th 

of their uniform care, and ſeized every opportunity that cir- 
cumſtances would in their time admit for its improvement, 


proceeded to ſtate the hiſtorical facts that proved its progreſs 


as far as it could be aſcertained. | | | 
The principle of the A# of Navigation, which was finally eſta- 
bliſhed ſoon after the Reſtoration, and improved by the Act 
of 19786 *, his Lordſhip ſaid, might be traced back as far as 
the year 1381, and might be found in the Statutes of the 5th of 
Richard II. chap. 3.4, and 6 Richard II. c. 8. Our fiſheries alſo, 
which are ſo . connected as a nurſery for ſeamen with our 
naval policy, were likewiſe encouraged, by the ftatutes of 
Richard II. c. 11, 12. 3 1 
With regard to the number of ſhipping and failors in Eng- 
land, the ſirſt certain account that we have is contained in the 


enumeration of 1581, when the ſhipping and failors were 


found to amount to 72, 450 tons, and 14,295 mariners. The 
fleet which Queen Elizabeth was able to fit out to oppoſe the 


Spaniſh- Armada, in 1588, contained only 31,985 tons 4. | 


ſhipping, which were navigated by 15,272 ſeamen. 
It had ever, his Lordſhip ſaid, been deemed a very ſtriking 
contraſt, ſince the fact was firſt publiſhed, that the traders of 
Liverpool alone fitted out, at the commencement of the late 
war with France, between the 26th of Auguſt 1778, and the 
17th of April 1779, a hundred and twenty privatcers, armed 
each with from ten to thirty, but moſtly with from fourteen to 


Lord Hawkeſbury's Att. | by : | 

' + This Act enacted, „That none of the King's ſubjefts ſhall carry 
forth or bring in merchandizes, but only in ſhips of the King's allegi- 
ance.?? | 5 | "I 
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twenty guns. From an accurate liſt containing the name and 
appointment of each, it appears, that theſe privateers mea- 
ſured 305787 tons, carrying 1,986 guns and 8,754 men. 
From the efforts of a ſingle town, therefore, it might be in- 
ferred, that the private ſhips of war formed a greater force 
during the contelf with America, than the nation, with all its 


unanimity and zeal, was able to equip in the powerful reign of 


Queen Ehzabeth. His Lordſhip commented on this important 
fact (for ſuch it might, he thought, fairly be confidered), as 


the beſt proof of the very great progreſs in improvement that 


our navigation had made from nearly the end of the fixteenth 


century to the preſent period. 


There was ſtrong reaſon to believe, Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid, 


that at the epoch of the Act of Nawigation, ſoon after the 
Reſtoration, the whole ſhips which annually cleared out from 
England amounted only to 95,266 * tons. | 5 

he Englich ſhipping which were annually employed to 
carry out the whole annual cargoes from England, may be 
ſtated to have been as follows, at the ſeveral epochs hereafter 


mentioned: | 
et Tons of Engliſh 
5 Sbipping. 
The Reſtoration 1663-69 95,266 
The Revolution 1688 190,533 
The Peace of Ryſwick | 1697 144,204 
The laſt years of William III. 1700-1-2 » 274,005 -- 
The Wars of Queen Anne 1709-12 285, 156 
The firſt of George I. 1713-14-15 421,431 
The firſt of George II. 1726-27-28 432,832 
The peaceful Years 1736-37-38 476,941 
The War of 17 39-40-41 384,191 
The peaceful Years | . 1749-50-55 659, 798 
The War of | I755-56-579 451,254 
i | 1760 71,24T 
The firſt of George III. War 8 1561 208,220 
| ; 2 peaceful Years 1764-5-6 639,872 
5 1772-3-4 795,943 
The American War 1775-6-7 360798 
The French War 1778 657,283 
The Spaniſh War 1779. 590,911 
The Dutch War 1781 „ 
The peaceful Years 1784-5-6 926-780 
Ditto. ©" 1790-1-2 1,329,979 


Such, his Lordſhip ſaid, had been the vaſt augmentation of 
Engliſh ſhipping, from the epoch of the AA of Navigation to 
the commencement of the pitſent war. It was to be obſerved, 
however, that this quantity of tonnage contained. what had 


x Vide Chronological Table of Commerce, in Mr. Chalmer's Eſtimate. 
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been called the repeated voyages or entries at the Cuſtom. 


houſe; one veſſel having made more entries than one at the 
Cuſtom-houſe, and more voyages than one in the year: 80 
that the tonnage of the ſeveral veſſels which cleared outward 
from England, at the before-mentioned epochs, ought to re- 


3 a greater quantity of tonnage than actually belonged to 


ngland at the time. 
In 1581 an enumeration of the ſhipping and ſailors of Eng. 
land had taken place, when they amounted to 52, 450 tons and 
14,295 mariners; and it had been ſtated *, that the ſeamen of 
the ſhips regiſtered in the port of London in 1732 were 
21,797 3 but it was to be regretted, that we had no enumera- 
tion of the ſhipping of England which could altogether be re- 
lied upon from that of 1581 down to 1787. It was one of the 
conſequences of the New Navigation Act f, 26 George III. 
chap. 60, intitled, © An Act for the further Increaſe and 
- Encouragement of Shipping and Navigation,” that a regiſter 
of ſhipping was eſtabliſhed, whereby the number of ſhips, with 
their tonnage and men, within the Britiſh dominions might be 
accurately known in any ſubſequent year to that of 1786. 
This regiſter ſhews that the number of ſhips have been conti- 
nually increaſing ſince the firſt account was taken in 178) 
and the regiſter demonſtrates, that in 1792, England had 
10,633 ſhips of 1,186,610 tons, navigated by 87,569 men, 
which affords an exhilarating contraſt with the inconſiderable 
numbers which England poſſeſſed in 1 581, when this nation 
firſt began to trim her ſails on the ocean. This regiſter alſo 
ſhews, that in 1792 there belonged to the Britiſh dominions 
16,079 ſhips, 1,540,145 tons, 118,286 ſeamen. | 
[In our firſt report of Lord-Hawkeſbury's ſpeech, given in 
ages 15, 16, 17, 18, of our third volume, the reader will 


find his Lordſhip's ſtatement of the fact which ſuggeſted the } 


expediency of a further navigation law, together with a detail 
of all the circumſtances the incident gave riſe to, and his Lord- 
ſhip's reaſoning upon them and deſcription of the principle 
and purport of the Bill he intended to bring in, with an ac- 
count of the various regulations propoſed to be provided for by 
the different clauſes of the Bill, and the period when he meant 
it to take effect.] | | 

* Vide Dr. Campbell's Political Survey, vol. i. p. 161. 

+ Lord Hawkeſbury's Act. | 
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offices and places held by Mr. Roſe, having been brought 
Tine iſculſion in both Houſes of — nes M 2 
courſe of the ſeſſion, it was our intention to have ſubjoined 
the following as a note to that part of Lord Grenville's 
vol. ill. p. 219. which treats on the ſubject of Mr. Roſe's 
holding the office of Clerk of the Parliaments. As the cir. 
cumſtance may again be alluded to, we think it neceſſary to 
ſupply the defect occaſioned by our accidental omiſſion, by 
/ ſtating it in this place,— | a 
There was an unanimous addreſs of the Houſe of Lords 
recommending Mr. Roſe to his Majeſty's favour in 1776, a8 
qualified to be an uſeful ſervant to the Houſe, which was with 
a view to his having the office he now is in poſſeſſion of, and 
which was granted to him in 1783, in conſequence of another 
unanimous addreſs in that ſeſſion, for removing a reſtriction 
his Majeſty had put himſelf under on a former addreſs to him, 
not to grant the office in reverſion. 755 


The Inſertion of the following Extracts from the London 
Gazette may not hereafter prove uſeleſs, as & matter 
of reference to the Political Inquirer. | 

| From the London GAZETTE, July 12. 
At the Court of St. James's, the 11th of July 1794, preſent 
| the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. | 
This day the Right Hon. William Earl Fitzwilliam was, by 
his Majeſty's command, ſworn of his Majeſty's moſt honour- 
able Privy Council; and was alſo by his Majeſty declared Lord 
Preſident of the Council, and took his place at the Board accord- 


ingly. | | 
| This day the Right Hon. George Jahn Earl Spencer was, by 
his Majeſty's command, ſworn of his Majeſty's moſt honour- 
: 2 Privy Council, and took his place at the Board accord- 
ngly. 5 
His Majeſty having been pleaſed to appoint his Grace Wil- 
liam Henry Cavendiſh Duke of Portland, to be one of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, his Grace was this day, by his 
Majeſty's command, ſworn one of his Majeſtys Principal Secres 
taries of State accordingly. | 


| * Vide Mr. Sheridan's ſpeech, vol. iii. p. 133. Mr. Roſe's reply, vol. 
li. p. 135. and the Marquis of Lanſdown's ſpeech, vol. iii. p. 214. in 
which it is preſumed Mr. Roſe was alluded to, as it drew forth the defence 
of Mr, Role, ſtated by Lord Grenville in the ſame debate (p. 219), which 
was noticed by the Marquis of Lanſdown in his ult mate rep!y of that day, 
3s reported p. 228 of the ſame volume. | 
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ar WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 
« Whiteball, July 11. 
The King has been pleaſed to appoint the Wight Hon. V.. 
liam Windham to be his Majeſty's Secretary at War. 


From de Lonpon GAZETTE, July 19. 


At the Court at St, James's, the 16th of July 1794, preſent 
the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


This day the Right Hon. William Windbam was, by his 


Majeſty's command, ſworn of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 
Privy Council, and took his place at the Board accordingly. 

His Majeſty having been pleaſed to deliver the cuſtody of 
the Privy Seal to the Right Hon. George John Earl Spencer, 
the oath of Keeper of the Privy Seal was this day adminiſtered 
to him, and his Lordſhip took his place at the Board accord. 


ingly. | | 


From the London GazETTE, July 26. 
At the Court at St. James's, the 23d of July 1794, preſent 
the King's Moſt Excellent 1 N in Council. 
His Majeſty having been graciouſly pleaſed to deliver the 
Privy Seal to Evan Nepean, Stephen Cottrell, and Fames Bland 


Burges, Eſqrs. whom his Majeſty, by letters patent under the 


Great Seal of Great Britain, hath conſtituted Commiſſioners 


for executing the office of Keeper of the Privy Seal *, they this 


day took the uſual oaths as Commiſſioners for the cuſtody of 
the Privy Seal. | 


It was generally underſtood that theſe Gentlemen were to hold the Privy 
Seal in truſt for Ear! Spencer, during his Lordſhip's abſence, occaſioned by 
his Embaſſy to the Court of Vienna, 5 ä 
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The following BILLS received the Royal Aſſent in the courſe 
bol the Seſſion, commencing January 24, and ending July 11, 
1794, and are all the yvBL1ic ACTS of that Period. | 


zoch February, A N At for raifing the Sum of Eleven Millions by way of An- 
nuities. ; 

February 21, An Act for granting an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land Tax, to £ 

be raiſed in Great Britain, for the Service of the Year One Thouſand Seven Hun- 

dred and Ninety-four, ; 

An Act for continuing and granting to his Majeſty certain Duties upon Malt, 
Mum, Cyder, and Perry, for the Service of the Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Ninety-four, | : . 

An AQ for making perpetual certain Duties on Foreign Spirits, and on Sugar 
imported into Great Britain. : | _ 

An Act ſor granting to his Majeſty certain additional Duties upon Worts, Waſh, 
224 other Liquors brewed or made in England, for extracting Spirits for Home 
Conſumption, and upon Spirits made in Scotland and imported into England. 
An AR for granting to his Majeſty certain additional Duties on Foreign Spirits 
imported into Great Britain. : : 
An AQ for the Regulation of his Majeſty's Marine Forces while on Shore, 
An Act to continue the Laws now in force for regulating the Trade between 
the Subjects of his Majeſty's Dominions and the Inhabitants of the Territories be - 
longing to the United States of America, ſo far as the ſame relate to the Trade and 
Commerce carried on between this Kingdom and the Inhabitants of the Countries 
delonging to the ſaid United States. | X 
An Act to indemnify fuch Perſons as have omitted to qualify themſelves for 
Offices and Employments, and to indemaify Juſtices of the Peace, or others, who 
have omitted to regiſter or deliver in their Qualifications within the Time limited 
by Law, and for giving further Time for thoſe Purpoſes ; and to indemnify Members 
and Officers in Cities, Corporations, and Borough Towns, whoſe Admiſſions have 
been omitted to be ſtamped according to Law, or, having been ſtamped, have been 
loſt or miſlaid, and for allowing them Time to provide Admiſſions duly ſtamped; to 
give further Time to ſuch Perſons as have omitted to make and file Affidavits of 
the Ex-cution of Indentures of Clerks to Attornies and Solicitors ; and for-indem- 
nifying Deputy Lieutenants and Officers of the Militia who have neglected to tranſs 
mic Deſcriptions of their Qualifications to the Clerks of the Peace within the Time 
limited by Law, and fer giving further 'Time for that Purpoſe, 

March 1. An Act fer punifhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the better Pay- 
ment of che Army and their Quarters, | 5 

An Act for preventing Money or Effects in the Hands of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
belonging to, ar diſpoſeable by, Perſons reſident in Erance, being applied to the Uſe 
of the Perfons exerciſing the Powers of Government in France, and for preſerving 
the Froperty thereof, for the Benefit of the individual Owners thereof. 

An Act for repealing the Stamp Duties on Gloves and Mittens ſold by Retail. 

An AQ for repealing the Duties on the Regiſter of Burials, Births, Marriag:s, 

and Chriſtenings. 3 

March 28 An AQ for granting to his Majeſty eertain Stamp Duties on In- 
Lentures of Clerkſhips to Solicitors and Atto nies, in any of the Courts of England 

therein mentioned. a 

Aa AQ for granting to his Majeſty certain additional Duties on Bricks and Tiles 

made in or imported into Great Britain. f 

An AQ for regulating the Portage and Conveyance of Letters by the Carriage 

e Penny Poſt, ; | 
' An AA for granting Rates of Poſtage for the Conveyance of Letters and Packers 
2 Great Britain and the Iſl inds of Jerſey and Guernſey, and within thoſe 


* at fer augmenting the Militia, 
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416 PUBLIC ACTS, 


An Act to enable the Governor and Company of the Banlk of Scotland further tg 
increaſe the capital Stock of the ſaid Company. p 

An Act for making certain Navigable Cuts from the Towns of Buckingham 
Ayleſbury, and Wendover, in the County of Buckingham, to communicate with 
the Grand Iunction Navigation, authoriſed to be made by an Act of the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, and for amending the ſaid At, 

An AQ for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from and out of the Canal 
Navigation from Mancheſter, to or near Aſhton under Lyne, and Oldham in the 
County Palatine of Lancafter, at the intended AqueduQ Bridge in Dukinfield, in 
| the County of Cheſter, to, or near to, Chapel Milton, in the County of Derby ; 
and a Communication by Railways or Stone Roads, from thence to Loads Knoy!. 
within Peak Foreſt, in the ſaid County of Derby; and a Branch from and out of 
the ſaid intended Canal to Whaley Bridge, in the ſaid County of Cheſter, 

An Act for making a Navigable Canal from or near Porthywain Lime Rocks, 
in the Pariſh of Llanyblodwell, in the County of Salop, to or near Newton, in the 
County of Montgomery, and alſo certain Collateral Cuts from the ſaid Canal, 

An AR for extending the Wyrley and Effington Canal. | 

An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal out of and from the 
Warwick and Birmingham Canal, now cutting, or intended to be cut, in the Parich 
of Budbrooke, in the County of Warwick, into the Oxford Canal, in the Pariſh of 
Braunſton, in the County of Northampton. | 

An A for altering an Act paſſed in the Seventh Year of the Reign of his late 
Majefty King George the Firſt, intituled, An Act for making the Rivers 
* Mercy and Irwell navigable from Liverpool to Mancheſter, in the County Pa. 
latine of Lancaſter, by incorporating the Praprietors of the ſaid Navigation, 
and to declare their reſpective Shares therein to be Perſonal Eftate, 

An Act to enable the Truſtees for the Cate of the Road through the ſeveral 
Pariſhes of St. Michael, St. Alban, St. Peter, Shenley, Ridge, and South Mims, 
in the Counties of Hertford and Middleſex, to purchaſe certain Buildings and Here- 
Jitaments for the Purpoſe of making a new Road at the Entrance into the Town 
ef St. Alban. | 

An AQ for amending, widening, and keeping in repair, the Road from Norwich 
to Aylſham, in the County of Norfolk, and a certain Part of the Road leading from 
the ſ{2id Road towards Holt, in the ſaid County. | | 

An Act to enlarge the Term and Powers of Three Acts paſſed in the Eighteenth 
Tear of the Reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, and the Tenth 

and Twenty-eighth Years of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, for repairing the Road 
from Birmingham, in the County of Warwick, through Elmdon, to a Lane leading 
dy the End of Stone Bridge, in the ſaid County. 5 

An At for enlarging the Term and Powers of an Act of the Twelfth Year of his 
preſent Majeſty, for repairing and widening the Road from the Warwick Road, 
near Solihull, to the Guide Poſt in Kenilworth, and from Stone Bridge to meet the 
aforeſaid Road on Balſal Common, in the County of Warwick. 

An Act for enlarging the Term and Powers of certain Acts of Parliament, for 
repairing ſeveral Roads in the Counties of Warwick, Stafford, and Worceſter, ſo 
far as relates to the Dudley Diftrif of the ſaid Roads, and for amending certain 
ether Roads in the County of Stafford. 

An Act far enlarging the Term and Powers of Two Acts of the Twenty-fixth 
Tear of King George the Second, and the Eighteenth Year of bis preſent Majeſty, 
for widening and repairing the High Road Jeacing frem Northallerton, to the Scuth 
Wall of the Church Yard of the Town of Thirſk, and from the South-eaſt End 
of the Street called Finkle Street, in Thirſk aforeſaid, to and through the Town of 
Eafingwold, in the County of York, to a Place called Burton Stone, near the City 
of York ; and alſo the Road from Thirſk atoreſaid to Topcliffe, in the North Ride 
ing of the County of York, | f 

An A fer enlarging the Term and Power of Two Acts of the Twenty-ninth 
Year of King George the Second, and the Thirteenth Year of his preſent Majeſty, 
far repairing and wide ning ſeveral Roads leading from.the Town of Kjngfions in 
the County of Hereford, and other Roads within the ſaid County; and alſo for 
making, amending, widening, and keeping in repair, certain other Roads within the 


ſaid Courty, adjoining, or lying near to, the Roads compriſed in the ſaid mm ; 
7 
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14. An AR for repealing the Duties on Paper, Paſteboard, Millboard, 
Scaleboard, and Glazed Paper, and for granting other Duties in lieu thereof. 
An Act for granting Annuities to ſatisfy certain Navy and ViQualling Bills, and 
for providing for the regular Payment of all Navy and Victualling Bills that ſhall 
de iſſued in future. f ; | 

An Act for allowing Veſſels, employed in the Greenland Whale Fiſhery, to 
complete their full Number of Men at certain Ports, for a limited Time. 

An AR for amending and making perpetual an Act made in the Twenty-ſeventh 
Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, ** An AQ for the Encourage- 
« ment of the Arts of deſigning and printing Linens, Cottons, Callicoes, and 
« Muſlins, by veſting the Properties thereof in the Deſigners, Printers, and Pro- 
« prietors, for a limited Time.“ | 

An AQ for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from the Calder Navigation, 
at or near Sowerby Bridge Wharf, in the Pariſh of Halifax, in the Weſt Riding of 
the County of York, to join the Canal of bis Grace the Duke of Bridgewater, in 
the Pariſh of Mancheſter, in the County Palatine of Laneaſter, and alſo certain 
Cuts from the ſaid intended Canal. 

An AR for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal, from, or nearly from, 
Bury Bridge, in the Pariffi of Bury, by Haſlington, to, or nearly to, Church Kirk, 
all in the County Palatine of Lancaſter. | | . 

An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from and out of the 
Canal of Sir John Ramſden, Baronet, at or near the Town of Huddersfield, in the 
Weſt Riding of the County of Vork, to join and communicate with the Canal Na- 
vigation from Mancheſter, to or near Aſhton under Lyne and Oldham, at or near 
the Town of Aſhton under Lyne aforeſaid; in the County Palatine of Lancaſter, 

An AR for paving and otherwiſe improving the Town of Tiverton, in the County 
of Devon, i 

An Act for amending and repairing the Roads from a Place called Scaddow- Gate, 
in the Pariſh, of Ticknall, to the Burton upon Trent and Aſnby de la Zouch Turn- 
pike Road, at or near a Place called the Wooden Box, and certain other Roads 
therein mentioned, in the Counties of Derby and Leiceſter. | 

An AR for enlarging the Term and Powers of Three ſeveral Acts paſſed in the 
Twenty-fifth and Twenty-ninth Years of the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
G:orge the Second, and the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of his preſent Majefty, 
ſo tar as the ſame relate to the amending and widening of the Road from Harrogate, 
through Ripley and Ripon, to the North-eaft Corner of Hutton Moor, and from the 
Eaſt End of Kirby Moor, to the Town of Ripon aforefaid. 

An Act for enlarging the Term and Powers of certain Acts of Parliament, fer 
repairing the Road leading from the Town of Ludlow, in the County of Safop, 
through Woofferton and Little Hereford, to a place called Monk's Bridge, in the ſaid 
County, and alfo from the ſaid Town of Ludlow, to a Place or Houle called the 
Maidenhead at Orlton, in the County of Hereford. 

An Act far enlarging the Term and Powers of certain Acts of Parliament for 
amending, widening, and keeping in repair, ſeveral Roads leading from the Market 
- Houſe, and elſewhere, in the Town of Ludlow, in the County of Salop, and alſo 
the Road leading from the Turnpike or Side Gate, in the Pariſh of Aſhford Bow- 
den, to the Turnpike Road on Clee Hill, in the faid County; and for amending, 
widening, and keeping in repair, the Road from the Craven Arms, in the Par, ſh of 
Stanton Lacy, to Bowden, in the ſaid County. | 

An Act for amending, widening, altering, diverting, and improving the Road 
leading from the Town of Rochdale, to a Place called Edenfield, in the Pariſh of 
Bury, all in the County Palatine of Lancaſter. . 

April 17. An A for raiſing a certain Sum of Money, by Loans or Exchequer 
Bills, for the Service of the Vear One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety-foar, 

An Act for raifing a further Sum of Money, by Loans. or Exchequer Bills, for 
the Service of the Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety-four. | 
An Act for granting to his Majeſty certain additional Duties on Glaſs imported 
into, or made in, Great Britain, | 

An Act for making perpetual certain Duties of Exciſe on Diſtill-r:es, and on 
Licences granted to Diſtillers in Scotland, and for appropriating the ſaid D ities, 

An Act for enabling the Commiſſioners of the Stamp-Duties to ft.mp Bilis of 

Exchange and Notes itt certain Caſes, | 3 
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An Act for defraying the Charge of the Pay and Clothing of the Militia in that 
Part of Great Britain called Eng'and, for One Year, beginning the Twenty, fifth 
Day of March, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety- four. 

An Act for encouraging and diſciplining ſuch Corps or Companies of Men a; 
ſhall voluntarily en:ol themſelves for the Defence of their Counties, Towns, or 
Coaſts, or for the, General Defence of the Kingdom during the preſent War. ; 

An Act fer indeninifying all Perſons who have been concerned in adviſing or 
carrying into Execution an Order of the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
T:ealury, reipetting the Exportation of Pot Aſhes or Pearl Aſhes ; ſor preventing 

. Suits in conſequence of the ſame; for authoriſing his Majeſty to prohibit the Ex. 
portation, or carrying Coaſtwiſe, ef Put Aſhes or Pearl Aſhes; and for making fut- 
ther Proviſions relative thereto, 

An Act tor indemnifying Governors, Lieutenant-Governo:s, and Pe: ſons aQing 
as ſuch, in the Weſt India Iſlinds, who have permitted the Importation and Ex- 


portation of Goods ana Commodities in Foreign Bottoms. | | 

An Act to continue ſeveral Ls relative to the Exportation of Culm to Liſbon; 
and to the eſcertairing the Strength oi Spirits by Ciatk's H drometer. 

An Act to reg ove certain Difficulties in the Execution of the Powers veſted in 
the Commiſſioners appointed by Two Acts paſſes in the Thirte-ath Ycar of the 
Rein of Queen Aun and in the Elcventh Year of the Reign of King George the 
Furſt, for mdking the River Nane, or Nen, running from No:thanpton to Peter- 
borough, navigable, ſo far as the ſame relate to the Navigation between Peterborougb 
and TI trarſton Bridge. Iz ö 

An AQ for extending and improving the Birmingham Canal Navigations. 

An- Adt for making an maintaining a Navigable Canal, with certain Railwayt 
and Stone Roads, from ſeveral} Coliieries iu the County of Semerſet, to con muni- 
cate wich the intended Kennet and Avon Canal, in the Pariſh of Bradford, in the 
County of Wilts, | | 

An Act for making a Navigable Canal from the River Kennet, at or near the 
Town of Newbury, in the County of Berks, to the River Avon, at er near the City 
of Bath, and alſo certain Navig:ble Cuts therein deſcribed, x 

An Act for paving the Footways in the Town of Ahirgdon, in the County of 
Berks; for better cleanſing, lighting, and watching the Streets, Lanes, Paſſages, and 
Places in the ſaid Town ; for removing and preventing Encroachments, Obſtructions, 
Nuiſances, and Annoyarces therein; and tor otherwiſe improving the ſaid Town, 

An Act ſor taking down and re building the Pariſh Church of Saint Alkmond, 
in the Town of Shrewſbury, in the County of Salop. 

An Act for altering, repairing, and widening the Road from Burtry Ford, in the 
County of Durham, to Alfton, in the County of Cumberland, and from Alſton 
afcre/aid, by the Dyke, to Burnſtenes, in the County of Northumberland, 

An AR for repairing and widening the Road leading from Saint Martin, Stam- 
ford Baron, to Kettering, and from Oundle to Micdleion Lane, in the Pariſh or 
Hamlet of Middleton. in the County of Northampton. 

An AR for continuing the Term of ſo much of an Act of the Twelfth Year of 
His preſent Majetty as relate? to the Road from Carter's Bridge, in che Pariſh of 


Chatteris, within the Iſle of Ely, in the County of Cambridge, to the Forty-feet 


Briduc, in the Pariſh of Ramſay, in the County of Huntingdon. 

An AR for amending, widening, altering, and keeping in repair, the Road from 
Dunchorch to Southam, in the County of Warwick. | 
An Act for repairing the Road from Stirling to Dumbarton, and ſeveral other 

Roads in the Counties of Stirling, Dumbarton, and Perth. 

An Act for enlarging the Terms and Powers of Two Acts made in the Twen- 
tieth and Thirtieth Vear- of the Reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, 
for r:pairing the High Road leading from the Nerth Eno of the Cow Cawley, near 
the Town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, to the Town of Beliord, and from thence !9 
Buckton Burn, in the County of Northumberland, 

Mey 9. An At for granting to his Majefty a certain Sum of Money out © 
the Confolicated Fund, for applying a certain Sum of Money therein mentioned #07 
the Service of the Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety-four, and for fur · 
ther appropriating the Supplies granted in this Seſſion of Parliament. : 

An Act for granting to his Mej:ty a certain Sum of Money, to be raiſed by 3 
Lottery. - | | 4s 
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An AA for granting to his Majeſty certain Duties of Cuſtoms on Slate, Stone? 


d Marble. a 2 a 
3 Act for granting to his Majeſty the Sum of 'Two Hundred Thouſand Pounde, 
to be iſſued and paid to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, to be 
by them placed to the Account of the Commiſſioners for the Reduction of the Na- 
tional Debt. | | 

An AR for repealing ſo much of an Act, mide in the Seventh Year of the Reign 
of his preſent Majeſty, as directs that no Cambric or Lawn ſha!] be imported from 
Ireland until the Importation of Cambrics and French Lawns into Ireland ſha'l be 
prohibited by Law z to allow the Importation of Cambrics and French Lawns from 
the Auſtrian Netherlands for a limited Time, for making more effectual an Act, 
made in the Twenty-fourth Vear of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, for the more 
effefual Prevention of Smugeling in this Kingdom; and for preventing the fraudu- 
ent re-landing of Tobacco ſhipped for Exportation. | 

An Act to empower the Eaſt India Company to continue a Bond Debt of Two 
Millions, and to increaſe the ſame by a further Sum, as Circumſtances may require, 

An Act to enable Subjects of France to enliſt as Soldiers in Regiments to ſerve 
on the Continent of Europe, and in certain other Places, and to enable his Majeſty 
to grant Commiſſions to Subjects of France to ſerve and receive Pay as Officers in 
ſuch Regiments, or as Engineers, under certain Reftriftions, * 

An AR for granting to Foreign Ships, put under his Majeſty's Protection, the 
Privileges of Prize Ships, under certain Regulations and Reſtrictions; for allowing 
Aliens in Foreign Culonies, ſurrendered to his Majeſty, to exerciſe the Occupations 
of Merchants or Factors; and for repealing an Act, paſſed in the Twelfth Year of 
the Reign of his late Majeſty, intituled, ** An Act for granting a Liberty to carry 
« Sugars of the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of any of his Majeſty's Sugar 

-« Cclonies in America, from the ſaid Colonies directly to Foreign Parts, ih Ships built 
« in Great Britain, and navigated according to Law ;** and alſo ſo much of an Act, 
paſſed in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty, as amends the ſaid | J 
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An AA to amend an Act, paſſed in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, 
" An AA to provide for the Families of Perſons choſen by Lot to ſerve in the Mi- 
« litia of this Kingdom, and of Subſtitutes ſerving therein ; and to explain and 
« 2mend an Act of Parliament, paſſed in the Twenty-ſixth Year of his preſent 
« Majeſty, intituled, An Act for amending and reducing into One Act of Parlia- 12 
« ment, the Laws relating to the Militia in that Part of Great Britain called , 
„England;“ and alſo an Act made in this preſent Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, 1 
« An Act for augmenting the Militia,” | : '4 # 
An Act to continue an Act, made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for eftabliſh«" 
ing Courts of Judicature in the Iſland of Newfoundland; and to revive and continue 
ſo much of Two Acts, made in the Tenth and Sixteenth Years of his preſent Ma- 4 
jeſty's Reign, as relates to regulating the Fees of the Officers of the Cuſtoms, and ö 1 
of the Naval Officers in the Britiſh Colonies in America, and of the Officers of the | 


- 


| : 

Cuſtoms in the Iſland of Newfoundland, | | 
An Act to enable his M-jeſty to eſtabliſh a Court of Criminal Judicature in Nor- j 
j 
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folk Iſland. 
An Act for taking of Special Bail in Actions and Suits depending in the Court 4 
of Common Pleas of the County Palatine of Lancaſter. 7 _ 
An Act for building a new Shire Hall for the County of Stafford, | = 

An AQ for paving, cleanſing, lighting, watching, watering, and otherwiſe im- 
proving and keeping in repair, the Streets, Squares, and other Public Paſſages and 
Places, which are and ſhall be made upon certain Pieces of Grounds in the Pariſhes 
of St, Pancras, St, George the Martyr, and St. George Bloomſbury, or me or one 
of them, in the County of Middleſex, belonging to the Hoſpital tor the Maintenance ] 
and Education of expoſed and deſerted Young Children, commonly called the | 
Foundling Hoſpital. FS 

An Act for the better Relief, Regulation, and Employment of the Poor, within 
the Town of Bedford, in the County of Bedford. | ; 

An Act to alter and amend an Act of the Twenty-third Year of his preſeat +. | 
Majefly, for improving the Navigation of the River Trent, and for making and M0 
maintaining a Navigable Canal from the ſaid River in the Pariſh of Beeſton, to * * = 
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the Nottingham Canal, in the Pariſh of Lenton, in the County of Nottingham, 
and alſo certain Cuts on the Side of the ſaid River, : 

An Act to continue the Term and enlarge the Powers of an Act, made in the 
Twelfth Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, intitule#, ** An Act for deepen. 
« ing, cleaning, ſcouring, preſetving, and maintaining the Harbour of Ayr; for en- 
_ © larging and improving the Quays and Piers ; for erecting Docks,” Breaſts, Jetices; 
©& and Piers z and for regulating Ships, Lighters, and other Veſſels trading into, 2d 
« going out of, the ſaid Harbour; and for other Purpoſes therein mentioned.“ 

An Act to enable the Company of Proprietors of the Canal Navigation from 
Leeds to Liverpool to complete the faid Navigation, and to vary the Line thereof, 
and to raiſe a further Sum of Money for thoſe Purpoſes 3 and for making a Nazi. 
gable Branch therein deſcribed from the intended new Line of the ſaid Canal, 

An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from the Coventry Canal, 
at or near Marſton Bridge in the Pariſh of Bedworth, in the County of Warwick, 
to a certain Cloſe in the Pariſh of Aſhby de la Zouch, in the County of Leiceſter ; 
ard for continuing the ſame from thence, in one Line, to the Lime Works at 
Ticknall, in the County of Derby, and in another Line, to the Lime Works at 
Cloudhi:l, in the ſaid County of Leiceſter, with certain Cuts or Branches from the 
Taid Canal. | 
| An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from Wiſbech River, at 
or near a Place called the Old Sluice, in the Town of Wiſbech, in the Ifte of Ely, 
and County of Cambridge, to join the River Nene, in the Pariſh of Outwell, in the 
ſaid Ifle of Ely, and in the County of Norfolk, and for improving and maintaining 
the Navigation of the ſaid River from Outwell Church to Selter's Load Sluice. 

An Act to continue the Term and enlarge the Powers of Two Acts, made in the 
Seventeenth Year of the Reign of his late Mjefty King George the Second, and 
the Seventh Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, for continuing the Duty ef 
Two Pennies Scots, or a Sixth Part of a Penny Sterling, upon every Scots Pint of 
Ale and Beer, which ſhell be brewed for Sale, brought into, tapped, or ſold within 
the Town of Borrowſtounneſs and Liberties thereof, in the County of Linlithgow, 
and for extending the ſame over the Pariſh of Borrowſtounneſs; for repairing the 
Harbour of the ſaid Town, and for other Purpoſes therein mentioned, 

An AR to continue the Term and enlarge the Powers of an Act, made in the 
Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign of this preſent Majeſty, intitvled, ** An Act for 
ce repairing the Roads in the County of Forfar, and for regulating the Statute 
« Labour within the ſame;“ and for repairing ſeveral other Roads in the ſaid 
County, and for building a Bridge over the River South Eſk, near Fiphaven. 

An Act to continue the Term and enlarge the Powers of ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment, for repairing the Highways between Tyburn and Uxbridge, in the County 
of Middleſex, and for amending the Road leading from Brent Bridge over Hanwell 
Heath, through the Pariſhes of Hanwell, New Brentford, and Ealing, to the Great 
Weftern Road in the ſaid County; and for lighting, watching, and watering 
the Highway between Tyburn and Kenfington Gravel Pits. be 

An Act for enlarging the Term and Powers of an Act of the Eleventh Year of 
his preſent Majeſty, for repairing the Road between the Bear Ion, in Reading, 
and Puntfield, in the County of Berks, and ſeveral other Roads in the ſaid County, 

May 23. An Act for ſaving to his Majeſty the Duty of New Subfidy on To- 
bacco imported into that Part of Great Britain called Scotland. 

An Act for enabling his Majeſty to raiſe the Sum of Two Millions Five Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds for the Uſes and Purpoſes therein mentioned. 

An Act te empower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain ſuch Perſons as his Majeſty 
ſhall ſuſpect are conſpiring againſt his Perſon and Government, 

An Act for extending the Time limited by an Act of this Seffion for delivering 
in Navy and Victvalling Bills. 

An AQ for extending the Proviſions of an AR, paſſed in the Twenty-fiſth Year 
of his preſent Maieſty's Reign, for the better examining and auditing the Public 
Accounts of the Board of Ordnance, the Commiſlioners of the Navy, the Com- 

Wiſſioners for Victuallins the Navy, and the Commiſſioners of Sick and Hurt. 
An Act to prevent the Removal of Suits from the inferior Courts in the County 


_ Palatine of Lancafter ©: the Court of Common Pleas of the faid County 
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An Act to continue ſo much of ſeveral Laws reſpecting the Tranſportation and 
Impriſonment of Offenders as relates to the Removal of Offenders to temporary 
Places of Conſi nemient. | 

An AR for further continuing an Act, made in the Fifth Year of the Reign of 
his late Majeſty, -intituled, © An Act to prevent the committing of Frauds by 
« Bankrupts.** _ | | 

An AQ to enable his Majeſty to grant, in Fee Simple, certain Eſtates veſted in 
him, by reaſon of the Attainders of the Perfons therein named, to the Deſcendants 
of ſuch attainted Perſons, £ | 

An Act for veſting in John Wilkinſon, Eſq, in Truft for the Aſſignees of Joſeph 
Freeman and Thomas Grace, a Meſſuage and other Hereditaments in St. James's 
Square, purchaſed by the ſaid Joſeph Freeman of Matthias de Gandaſequi, an Alien; 
and for diſcharging the ſame from the Right of the Crown in reſpe& of the 


Alienage. 
An AR for the better Obfervation of the Lord's: Day, by Perſons exerciſing the 


Trade of Bakers. 
An Act for better regulating and governing the Watermen, Wherrymen, and 
Lightermen, upon the River of Thames, between Graveſend and Windſor. | 
An Act for the more eff: ctually repairing of ſuch Parts of the Highways of this 
Kingdom as are to be repaired by Two Pariſhes. * 8 | 
An Act for taking down and re- building the Pariſh Church of Tipton, otherwife * 
Tibbingten, in the County of Stafford, and for enlarging the Cemetery or Buria? 
Ground belonging thereto. | ; | 4 
An Act for making and maintaining a Navigable Canal from the Town of Swan- EY i 
ſea, in the County of Glamorgan, into the Pariſh of Vſtradgunlais, in the County = 
of Brecon, 7 3 
An Ad for amending and altering certain Acts of Parliament, for making and = 
maintaining a Navigable Canal from the Coventry Canal Navigation to the City of = 
Oxford, | | * 4 = 
An Act for improving the Outfall of the River Welland, in the County of Lin- 
coln, and for the better Drainage of the Fen Lands, low Grounds, and Marſhes, diſ- 
charging their Waters through the ſame into the Sea, and for altering and improv- 
ing the Navigation of the ſaid River Welland, by means of a new Cut, to commence 
below a certain Place called the Reſervoir, and to be carried from thence, through 
the encloſed Marſhes and open Salt Marſhes, into Wyberton Roads, between the 
Port of Boſton and a Place called the Scalp, and for diſpoſing of the Bare or White 3H 
Sands adjoining to the ſaid River, and for building a Bridge over the ſaid Cut. ©: 
An Act for paving and otherwiſe improving the Town of Abergavenny, and the : 8 
Limits thereof, in the County of Monmouth. | 55 1 
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An Ad to amend and enlarge the Powers of an AQ, paſſed in the Twenty- 1 
eighth Vear of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, An Act for the better 1 
« paving, cleanſing, and lighting the Town of Cambridge, for removing and pre- 1 1 

u venting Obſtructions and Annoyances, and for widening the Streets, Lanes, and 1 
* other Paſſages, within the ſaid Town.“ =T 8 

An Act for building a new Bridge over the River Parrett, within the Borough = 
of Bridgwater, in the County of Somerſet, and for repairing, maintaining, and ex- 19 
tending the Quays in the Port of Bridgwater aforeſaid, for aboliſhing the ancient and 
accuſtomed Duties, and for impoſing certain new Duties at the Port of Bridgwater . 
aforeſaid inſtead thereof; for regulating the Moorings and Stations of Ships and = 


5 in the ſaid Port; and for impoſing a certain Toll on Horſes, Carriages, and == 

attle. | 4 +! 
An Act for allowing the Exerciſe of an Invention of a new Method of tanning | =_ 

Hides and Skins, ; | 5 


An Act to enable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury to aſcertain 1 
what Sum ſhall be paid into his Majeſty's Exchequer, in full Satisfaction of the Debt SES 
due on the Mortgage made by the late ſohn Gardner Kemeys, Eſq. in truſt for the 
late Right Honourab'e Richard Rigby, in caſe it ſhall appear to the ſaid Lords Com- 
miſſioners that it will be neceſſary to reſort to the mortgaged Premiſes, in order to 
recover the Balance due from the ſaid Richard Rigby to his Majeſty. 4 
An Act for amending, widening, altering, improving, and keeping in repair, the 
Road fr om Wolverhampton, in the County of Stafford, to Ivetſey Bank, in the Pariſh 
ef Blimhill, in the ſaid County. EY 
OE An 
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An AR for continuing the Term, and altering and enlarging the Powers of 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament therein mentioned, ſo far as the ſame relate to the 
repairing and amending of the Roads leading from Leeds, through Bradford 
and Horton, and through Bowling and Wibſey, to Halifax, and alſo the Roags 
called Bowling Lane and Little Horton Lane, in the Weſt Riding of the County of 
ork. | 
An AR for more effectually amending, widening, and keeping in repair, the 
| Roads leading from the Town of Tewk: ſbury, in the County of Glouceſter, to the 
ſeveral Places therein mentioned, being the Firſt Diftrift of Roads deſcribed in Two 
Acts of Parliament, paſſed in the Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign of his late Ma. 
Jeſty King George the Second, and the Fourth Year of the Reign of his preſen! 
Majeſty, and for altering the Courſe ot Part of the ſaid Roads, and alſo for making 
and keeping in r:-pair a Road from Simmond's Ford Brook to the Turnpike Road 
leading to Eveſham, in the County of Worceſter, at or near Beckford Inn in the ſaid 
County of Glouceſter, and from Gotherington to the Turnpike Road leading from 
Cheltenham to Stow on the Wold, at or near Sireford Inn, in the ſaid County of 
Glouceſter, and from Stump Croſs, in the Pariſh of Didbrook, to the Town of Stow 
on the Wols, in the County of Gloucefler aforeſaid, EEE 
An AR for enlarging the Term and Powers of certain Acts of Parliament, for 
_ repairing ſeveral Roads in the Counties of Worceſter and Warwick, ſo far as relates 
to the Road leading from the Town of Bromſgrove to the Town of Dudley, in the 
County of Worceſter, and for making a more commodious Road near the Town of 
Dudley. | 
- An AQ for repairing and widening the Road frem a Place called Black Grove, 
in the Pariſh of Rawreth, over Battle's Bridge, to the Town of Chelmsford, in the 
County of Eſſex 5 | 
An AR for making and repairing ſevera] Roads leading acroſs the County of 
Stirling. WE | 


An AR for making and repairing certain Roads in the Counties of Clackmanan 


and Perth. 
An Act for enlarging the Term and Powers of an Act, made in the Fourteenth 
Year of the Reign of his pieſent Majeſty, int tuled, An Act to continue the 
« Terms of Two Acts, made in the Twenty ſixth and Twenty-ſeventh Years of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, for repairing ſeveral Roads 
4 leading into the City of Glaſgow, ſo far as the ſame relate to the Roads from the 
City of Glaſgow to Voker Bridge, to Renfrew Bridge, to the Three Mile Houle, 
© to the Town of Airdrie, and from the Village of Gorballs to the Chapel of Cam- 
« buſlang, in the Counties of Lanerk and Reufrew, ſo far as reſpects the Road from 
the Toll Houſe in Paiſley Lane, at the Weſt Side of the Entry to the New Bridge 
of Glaſgow, by or near Paik, Houſe, to the Eaſt End of the Bridge at Renfrew, 
and from Park Houſe to the Three Mile Houſe in the County of Lanerk, and 
for more effectually making, repairing, widening, and keeping in repair, the ſaid 
Roads, 15 
June 11. An Act to enable the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Stamp Dutie: 
to ſtamp the Paper uſed for printing Newſpapers thereon in Sheets of Single Demy 
Paper, inſtead of Sheets of Double Demy Paper. 
An Act for the better Management of the Land Revenue of the Crown; and ſor 
the Sale of Fee Farm and other unimprovable Rents. 
An A for the further Encouragement of Britiſh Mariners, and for other Pur- 
poſes therein mentioned. 


An Act to exempt Ships of War, and Private Ships or Veſſels of War, taken as | 


Prize, from Payment of Duty. \ 

An AR for directing the Appointment of Commiſſioners to adminifter certain 
Oaths and-Declarations, required by Law to be taken and made by Perſons offering 
to vote at the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament. \ 

An Act for the Diſcharge of certain Inſolvent Debtors. | 

An Act for varying ſome of the Proviſions in an Act of the Thirteenth Year of 
bis preſent Majeſty's Reign, reſpecting the Public Highways within that Part of 
Great Britain called England, which relate to che Performance of Statut? Duty. 

An AR for ſupplying ſuch of the French Iſlands as may be in his M-jeſty's Poſ- 
ſeſſion, with the ſeveral Sorts of Corn, Meal, Flour, and Biſcuit, neceilary for the 
Maintenance of the Inhabitants of the ſaid Iſlands. NN As 
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An Act to enable the Rector of the Pariſh of St. Stephen, in the City of Briſtol, 
for the Time being, and the Feoffe es of the Lands, Tenements, and Herecitaments, 
belonging to the ſame Pariſh, to ſell and re-convey to the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and 
Commonalty of the City of Briſtol, a certain Plut of Ground ſituate within, and 
belonging to, the ſaid Pariſh, and for applying the Monies ariſing by ſu: h Sale, 
and certain other Monies, to the Purpoſes of an Act paſſed in the Fourteenth 
Year of the Reign of-his preſent Majeſtv, for making com modious Ways and Paſſages 
within the Pariſh of Saint Stephen, in the City of Briſtol, and for enlarging the 
Burying Ground belonging tc the ſaid Poriſh, 

An Act for better regulating the Harbour of Dover, in the County of Kent, 

An Act for veſting certain Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, in 
Truſtees for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's Batteries and other Works in the 
Counties of Kent and Devon, 

An A& tor embanking and otherwiſe fencing fron the Sea, the Lands on the 
Sea Coaſts of the Pariſh of Abe gele, in the County of Denbigh, and Rh. dlan Marſh, 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes of Abergele atoreſaid, and of Saint Aſaph and Rhydlan. and 
the Franchiſe o. Rnys lan, in the County of Flint, and ſundry othe: Marſhes, Com- 
mons, and Wafte Lands in the ſais Pariſh of Rhydlan, and in the ſeveral Pariſhes 
of Diſerth and MeliJan, in the ſaid County of Flint; ana to cut and make in or 
through the ſame. or ſome Part thereof, one or more Aqueducts, or other Water 
Cours and Drains z and to incloſ-, divide, and ſell competent Parts of the ſaid ſe- 
yeral Marſhes, Commons, and Waſte Lands, to cefrav the Expences of the ſaid 
Wolke; and raiſe a Fund for the future Repair and Preſervation thereof, 

An AR to'continue the Term, and alter and enlarge the Powers of an Act, 
paſſed in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, for repairing and 
widening ſeveral Roads from Al--rmaſton, in the County of Berks, to Baſingſtoke, 
and trom Aldermaſton aforei{aid to the Turnpike Road from Bafingſtroke to An- 
dover, at or near Worting, aud to the Turnpike Road leadi g to Wincheſter, at Pop- 
ham Lane in the County of Southampton. 

An Act to con inue the Term, and to reduce into One Act the Powers of Four 
ſevera} Acts, paſſed in the Fifth Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
George tue Firſt, and in the Ninth and Thirty-third Years of the Reign of his late 
Majeity Kin; George the Second, and in the Fifte-nth Year of the Reign of bis pre- 
ſent Maj ſty, for repairine the Road from Beacon+fiel.,, in the County of Bucking- 
ham, to Stoken Church, in the ounty of Oxford. | 

An AR or amending and keeping in rebair the Road leading from Lyne Bridge, 
through Longtown, to the Scotch Dyke, and from Longtown to the Bridge over the 
Rive» o Sark, in the County of Cumberland. 

July An Act ror more e ffectualiy preſerving Money or Effects, in the Hands 
of his Ma eſty's Subjects, belonging toy or diſpoſable by, Perſons reſident in France, 
for the Begefit of the individua! Qwners thereof, 

An Act to continue an Adt, male in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, intituled, 
& An Act tor eſtabliſhing Regulat.ons reſpecting Aliens arriving in this Kingdom, 
&« or :efideni there'n in certain Caſes.” 

An A o explain ſo much ot an AR, made in the Tw-nty-eighth Year of his 
preſent Majeſty's Reign, inti uled, © An Act for the further Regulation of the 
% Tria s of controverted Elections or Returns of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
as relates to the Time of preſenting certain renewed Petitions, and taking the ſame 
into Conſideration. | | 

An Act tor amending ſo much of an Act, paſſed in the Thirteenth and Four- 
teenth Years ot the Reign of his late Majeſty King Charles the Second, intituled, 
« An Act tor ordering the Forces in the feveral Counties of this Kingdom, as 
relates to the Militia of the City of London ; and for the better ordering the ſame. 

An Act for erecting a Penitentiary Houſe or Houſes for conflning and employ- 
ing Con victs. 

An Act to continue, for a limited Time, and to amend an AQ, paſſed in the laſt 
Seſſion ot Parliament, intituled, “ An Act to continue, for a limited Time, and to 
© amend ſeveral Acts of Parliament, for regulating the ſhipping and carrying Slaves 
in Britiſh Veſſels from the Coaſt of Africa,” | 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 


THE Engraving of Mr. PITT to face Title-page of Vol. I. 
The Engraving of Mr. FOX to face Title-page of Vol. II. 


oi Engraving of Mr. SHERIDAN to face Title-page of 
ol, III. 


The Engraving of Lord GRENV ILLE to face Title-page 
of Vol. IV, 


The Appendix to Vol. III. to follow the end of the Debates 
in that Volume. 


The Appendix to Vol. IV. to follow 3 424, nl the 
ntinuation of the Reports of the Secret Committees be 


particulary directed to be bound 3 for which _ folios 
are adapted, 
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SECOND REPORT 


FROM 


We COMMITTEE of SECRECY of the 
1 HousE of COMMONS. 


Rory 4.4 mnt 


a — 


The COMMITTEE to whom the feveral Papers referred 


to in His Majeſty's Meſſage of the 12th Day of May 1794, 


and which were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, by Mr. 


Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th Days of the 


ſaid Month, by His Majeſty's Command, were referred 
and who were directed to examine the Matters thereof, 


and report the ſame, as they ſhould appear to them, to 


the Houſe; ; 


pat further proceeded in the examination of the books and 
papers referred to them by the Houſe, and of ſuch other in- 
formation as they have ſince obtained. | | 
The latter has conſiſted of a variety of examinations and depoſi- 
tions taken before the Privy Council, of papers found in the cuſtody 
of different perſons who have been apprehended, and of accounts 
received by the Secretary of State relative to diſcoveries made at 
Edinburgh, and in different parts of Scotland ; all which have been 
laid before your Committee. | ; 
The reſult appears to your Committee ſtrongly to confirm all the 


propoſitions which they found it their duty, on the outſet of their 


inquiry, to ſubmit to the Houſe, and to leave no doubt of the na- 


ture, extent, and malignity of the extravagant deſigns which have 


been formed, of the regularity and ſyſtem with which theſe deſigns 
have been purſued, or of the rapid progreſs of the meaſures which 
been taken in order to attempt to carry them ſpeedily into 


execu . 6 

Beek the Committee ſubmit to the Houſe ſach further details as 
appear neceſſary to give a general and comprehenſive view of the 
ſubjeQ, and to ſhew the origin and progreſs of the plan which has 
en 1n agitation, the think it right to call the attention of the 

Hayſe to ſome trauſactious of a recent date, and which appear to 
of ſo much importance as to deſerve a ſeparate ſtatement. 

1 firkt of theſe has already been ſhortly referred to in the former 
Vor 8 to che 9 taken for providing arms, — 
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be diſtributed among the members of the ſeveral Societies, and for 
preparing the means of employing actual force in the execution of 


their project. FA 4 ne CN | 
The circumſtance which firft came under the obſervation of your 


Committee, containing a diſtinct trace of meaſures of this deſcription, 


was a letter from a perſon at Sheffield, by profeſſion a printer (who 
has fince abſconded), which was thus addreſſed—e Citizen Hardy, 
Secretary of the London Correſponding Society,“ and which was 


found in the poſſeſſion of Hardy on the 12th day of May laſt, when 


he was taken into cuſtody. 
The letter is as follows: 


Fellow Citizens, __ Sheffield, April 24, 1794. 
The barefaced ariſtoeracy of the preſent adminiſtration 
© has made it neceſſary that we ſhould be prepared to act on lie 
defenſive againſt any attaek they may command their newly 
armed minions to make upon us. A plan has been hit upon; 
and if encouraged ſufficiently, will, no doubt, have the effect 


to make them formidable. The blades are made of ſteel, tem- 
pered and polſhed after an approved form. They may be fixed 
into any ffiafts; but fir ones are recommended, of the girth 
of the accompanying hoops at the top end, and about an 
inch more at the bottom. The blades and hoops, more than 
which cannot be. proper ſent to any great diſtance, will be 
charged one ſhilling. Money to be ſent with the order. As 
the inſtitution is in its infancy, immediate encouragement is 
neceilary. . - | . | 

Orders may be ſent to the Secretary of the 
Sheffield Conſtitutional Society. 


/ Signed. 


To prevent poſt ſuſpicion, direct to” [Here follows, 
in the original, the name of the perſon to whom the letters 
were to be addreſſed, and his refidence at Sheffield.] 


R K W Am AA M MX M a 6 


Serucl through in 
the original. 


This letter contained another incloſed, directed to the Secretary 
of the Norwich Patriotic Societies, which was found in the poſſeſ- 
fion of the Secretary to the London Corr: ſponding Society; and 
which is as follows: | | | 


Fellow Citizen, | Ns ) 

T be barefaced ariſtocracy of the preſent adminiſtration has 
made it neceſſary to prepare to act upon the defenſive, in caſe 
© of any attack upon the patriots. © 
A plan has been formed for carrying into effect this neceſ- 
* ſary buſineſs. Pike blades are made with hoops for the ſhafts 
© to fit the top ends; the bottom end of the ſhaſts ſhould be 

about an inch thicker ; and fir is recommended for of _ 
6 felecte 
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of furniſhing a quantity of pikes to the patriots; great enough 
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. © felefted by perſons who are judges of woed. The blades and 
s hoops will be ſold at the rate of one ſhilling, properly tempered 
and poliſhed. The money ſent with the orders. 8 

e . Signed. | 

Direct to' [Here follows, in the original, the name of 
the perſon to whom the letters were to be addreſſed, and his 

reſidence at Sheffield] to prevent the Poſtmaſter's ſuſpicion.” 


| Your Committee ſoon after found that by the different examina+ 
tions taken before the Privy Council, it was fully eſtabliſhed that 
the general idea of procuring arms (either muſquets or pikes) to be 
diſtributed among the members, had of late been frequently the ſub- 
ject of converſation at different diviſions among. the leading members 
of the Correſponding Society, and among perſons who have been 
moſt active in the meaſures lately taken; that although theſe con- 


rerſations had frequently taken place, they had generally been after 


the buſineſs of the meetings was cloſed, and when only a few perſons 
remained. It appears indeed to have been, in a great meaſure, 
agreed that this plan was not to be publicly mentioned at the divi- 
ons; nd it was recommended by one of the moſt active 
perſons not to mention it till the new plan of conſtitution for the 
Society was ſettled. And it has appeared (in the courſe of this 
inveſtigatian) that the arming buſineſs was all done by private 
members, and that it was held not fit to talk of the pikes but to 
thoſe who were to be trufted : That the general buſineſs was done 


by a Committee of Delegates; but there was a Secret Committee 


of five perſons, who tranſacted what was not to be entruſted to the 
whole of the Correſponding Society; that they meet at private 
houſes, and that all the correſpondence comes to them, and what 
they think proper is laid before the Society. But although this 


plan of precaution and concealment muſt have prevented the diſco- 


very of a great part of this ſyſtem, inſtances have occurred of pro- 
ceedings at ſome of the divilions of the Correſponding Society, re- 
ative to procuring arms, which your Committee have been enabled 
to aſcertain. As early as November 1793, at a meeting of a diviſion 
of the Society, held at a place named to the Committee, a violent 
ſpeech was made by a member of the Society, recommending that 
arms ſhould be procured, and mentioning that they were provided 


with arms and pikes at Sheffield; and another member ſaid it would 


de good to provide pikes at fix-pence each: Afterwards, in the 
month af February laſt, at a meeting of one of the diviſions of the 
Correſponding Society named to the Committee, and at a place 


_ aſcertained to them, it was. propoſed to iſſue new books, with the 
names and places of abode of the ſeveral members, and that the 


names of thoſe who lived in the ſaine neighbourhood ſhould be placed 
together, that they might caſily be aſſembled upon any emergency, 
in cale government ſhould attempt to diſperſe their meetings; and 
a relolutzon for this purpcſc was paſſed ſoon after at a ſubſequent 


meeting. ; 
| x £3: 7 At 
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At the ſame meeting a member of another diviſion attended, ang 
ſtated to the Chairman, that he came to make a report from his di- 
viſion. He ſtated a rumour that the Haheas Corpus Act would be 
ſoon ſuſpended. This intelligence he was deputed to give, that the 
Society at large might be prepared for the event. Upon this 3 
ſpeech was made by a perſon, who was a member of the Committee 
mentioned in the former Report, in which he recommended to each 
member to provide himſelf with arms and ammunition, in order to 
defend bimfelf againſt any perſons who might attack him, whether 
they ſhould be of this country, Pruſſians, Heſſians, or Hanoverians. 
And in the beginning of April laſt, at the ſame diviſion, it appears 
that a report was made from the General Committee, That an anſwer 
had been received from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
expreſſive of their deſire to co-operate with them in obtainiug their 

reat end; and defiring a deputation might be ſent to conſult and 
Aderate with them. In conſequence a certain number of the 


Committee were appointed: And on this occaſion one of the men- 


bers recommended to the citizens not to fit tamely ſilent and inactive, 
but to rouſe themſelves, and not only with words, but arms, aſſert 
their rights: He ſaid, they were on the eve of a general mecting, 
and they ſhould go with their minds prepared to adopt a ſyſtem 
which might be reduced to ſpeedy practice, and reſcue their fellow- 
citizens (meaning the Scots 4 from their degrading ſitua- 
tion. It alſo appears to your Committee, that a plan was in con- 
templation to ſubdivide each diviſion into tythings, and to appoint 
tything-men to each, for the purpoſe of rendering themſelves uſe- 
© ful in caſe of emergency; which was explained to mean, that 
in caſe the Society ſhould be interrupted by peace officers, or a preſs 
gang, they ſhould reſiſt any ſuch interruption. As another inſtance 
f the meaſures taken to inſtigate the people to arm, an account 
was given of a hand-bill | us at one of the meetings, which 
was to the following effect: | | 


The Ins tell us we are in danger of invaſion from the French. 

© The Outs tell us that we are in danger from the Heſſians 
and Hanoverians. | 

© In either caſe we ſhould arm ourſelves. Get arms, and learn 
© how to uſe them.” | = 


Several copies of this hand-bill were proved to have been publicly 
produced at a meeting of one of the diviſions, by a perſon who 
fad = had printed them for the purpoſe of diſtributing as many as 
poſſible. Es 

In the progreſs of the inquiry, information was received from a 
witneſs, whoſe accuracy has fince been confirmed in a variet of 
ſtriking inſtances, that a perſon named in the information, an active 

romoter et theſe meaſures, and a Delegate of one of the diviſions, 
had ſhown the witneſs a pike in his poſſeſſion, of which a minute 
deſcription was given, The witneſs ſtated this perſon to have given 
| 8 
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an account of the uſe to which theſe pikes might be applied; that 
it was ſuppoſed no . eur of horſe could ſtand againſt them; that 
ſuch pikes were manufacturing at Sheffield; and that he had received 
from the Secretary of the Correſponding Society the direction of 
the perſon from whom he f procure them; that the price was 
to be one * apiece, and if they coſt more, the overplus would 
be paid by a perſon at Sheffield, who would be indemnified by the 
Society. The witneſs alſo ſtated the ſame perſon to have given an 
account of a meeting intended to be held at a public houſe (which $ 
was named) on a day ſpecified, for the purpoſe of fixing the number 
of pikes to be ſent for. The perſon ſtated to have held this con- 
verſation, and another perſon ſaid to have been preſent at it (who 
was alſo one of the moſt active members of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society), were ſcon after apprehended, and a pike exactly an- 
ſwering to the deſcription given by the witneſs was found upon each 
of them. In the ſubſequent inveſtigation of the buſineſs, your 
Committee have received ſtrong confirmation of the principal cir- 

' cumſtances of the converſation ſtated by the witneſs, reſpecting the 
uſe to which the pikes might be applied, the direction given by the 
Secretary of the Correſponding Society in order to procure them 
from Sheffield, the price to be paid for them, and the intended 
meeting for the purpoſe of fixing the number to be tent for, aud of 
depoſiting one ſhilling apiece for the purchaſe. One of the perſons 
lo apprehended, in explaining the uſe to be made of the pikes from 
Sheffield, ſaid, the perſuaſion was, and he himſelf believed, the 
2 vr were conſpiring againſt the people, and therefore ſhould 

reliſted. Another witneſs has ſince ſtated, that he had underſtood 
from one of the perſons apprehended, that his pike was to be uſed 
lin caſe the people were to riſe) for the particular purpoſe of keep- 
ing off the cavalry. | | | 
' Your Committee, in the courſe of this examination, obſerved, 
that an account was given of ſome ſuppoſed. meeting of Military 
Diviſions, connected with the Correſponding Society, for the pur- 
| Pole of learning their exerciſe with muſquets; and it was ſtated, 
that, with a view to inſtructing them, there had been printed aud 
ſold a copper-plate engraving ot the manual exerciſe, accompanied 
with a book of directions pn the ſubject. This engraving was af- 
terwards produced, and it was proved to have been beſpoke by one 
py and engraved by another, whoſe names were mentioned, 
oth of whom were members of the London Correſponding Society, 
and one of them a Secretary to one of the diviſions, and to have 
been ſold by another member of the Society to ſeveral members at a 
meeting of ene of the diviſions. © A more particular account was 
aſterwards given of « body formed for the purpoſe of exerciſing with 
fire-arms, which had taken the name of The Loyal Lambeth Aſſo- 
ciation, but which had held no communication with Government, 
por received any authority for that purpoſe. It appears, that al- 
though this armed ſocjety bore the name of The Loyal Lambeth 
Aﬀociation, none of the memhers belonging to it were of the pariſh 
ef Lambeth, excepting the original propoſef of the AoC 
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who was a member of the London Correſponding Society. The 
admiſſion of perſons who were afterwards members of the Aſſocia- 
tion was objected to at firſt, becauſe they did not belong to the 
London Correſponding Society ; but on promiſe that they would 
become members of the London Correſponding Society, they were 


admitted into this armed Aſſociation. A gun engraver, who is 


alſo a member of the London Correſponding Society, and who fur- 
niſhed this Aſſociation with muſquets, was firſt introduced to the 
perſon who ſet on foot the Aſſociation, by the Secretary of the 


Correiponding Society. This Aſſociation was regularly trained 


and exerciſed in the uſe of fire-arms twice a week. It has been 
given in evidence, that this Aſſociation removed from the houſe of 


a tradeſman in the Borough, where they uſed to exerciſe, becauſe 


they made ſo much noiſe with the arms that the workmen muſt 
know what they were about, the tradeſman having different work- 
men, who might not be all of the ſame principle. Upon this ſug- 
geſtion, a committee was appointed to chuſe proper places for exer- 
ciſe, where the A ſſociation might not be liable to be interrupted by 
the officers of police; and two places named to your Committee 
were appointed accordingly, to which the Aſſociation adjourned in 
two ſeparate diviſions. At one of theſe places they exerciſed in a 
room on the ſecond floor, and with the window curtains drawn ; 
and on ſome occations, at another place, by candle. light, from eight 
to ten o'clock at mght, with the ſhutters barred up. At the place 
where the Lambeth Aſſociation met, there was a printed ticket of 
admiſſion with the following inſcription engraved on it, Liberty 
« to thoſe who dure defend it.” The object of all the perſons who 
attended the Aſſociation (as was collected from their converſation) 
was univerſal ſuffrage and aunual election. If they could not obtain 
a reform in Parliament in any other way, they meant to have re- 
courie to arms. I he Committee have traced eighteen ſtand of arms 
actually purchaſed by this Aſſociation. This number, purchaſed 
by perlous apparently in very indigent circumſtances, is a ſufficient 
proof of their earneſtneſs in the deſign in which they had engaged. 
But it further appears, that the ſame perſon who ſupplied this num- 
Per, had engaged to furniſh arins as the numbers who deſired to have 


them increaicd ; and that fixty muſquets had been mentioned as 


likely to be wanted for this Aſſociation. It alſo appears to your 
Committee, that other inſtitutions of the ſame nature exiſted, and 


hat ſubſcriptions had been opened for the purpoſe of providing 
muſquets. 


In addition to the means already enumerated for gra- 
dually providing pikes and muſquets, it has appeared in evidence, 
that one of the ſchemes in agitation was to teize the arms in the 


tops of the gunſmiths in London, and to diſtribute the arms, ſo 


ſeized, among the members of the London Correſponding Society, 
Theſe proceedings in London, ſufficiently important in them- 
ſelves, become ſtill more deſerving of ſerious conſideration, when 
combined with meaſures of a ſimilar deſcription taken at Sheffield, 
8nd in ſeveral parts of Scotland, and which not only coincide in 
point of time, but bear the ſtrongeſt marks of deliberate concert 
* g | and 
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ind connexion with the attempts in London, to which your 
Committee have already directed the attention of the Houſe. 
Your Committee have already inſerted in this Report a letter from 
a perſon at Sheffield, found in the poſſeſſions of the Secretary of the 
London Correſponding Society, and incloſing a direction to ano- 
ther perſon at Sheffield, who was to forward to the maker of the 
pikes all fuch orders as he might receive from London for that 
. ! o 009%. / 5 F 
| It has appeared,' from the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral perſons 
examined before tie Privy Council, that this direction was actually 
given by the Seorctary of the Correſponding Society to one of its 
members; that many perſons were deſirous of procuring pikes; and 
that ſubſcriptions had been already entered into, with the view of 
procuring them from Sheffield. One of the other perſons appre- 
Ladd at Sheffield, who had been Secretary to the Confſtitutionat 
Society there, and upon whom a pike was found, acknowledged that 
he had ſeen the letter to the Secretary of the Correſponding Society 
in London, containing the incloſure for Norwich; and that the 
writer told him he had incloſed the letter for Norwich in the other 
for fear of ſuſpicion: The ſame perſon alſo ſaid, he could not doubt 
in the leaſt that the pikes were to be furniſhed to London, accord- 
ing to the contents of the letter which had been explained to him at 


Sheffield. It e that, ſome time in March laſt, a perſon call- 


ing himſelf Vorke, a member of the Conſtitutional Society at Lon- 
don, and who was choſen by them as one of their Delegates to the 
Convention at Edinburgh, recommended it to the people of Shef- 
held to take arms, | repreſenting it as a matter of right, founded on 
the Bill of Rights, and obſerving that the oppoſite party was arming, 
and therefore that the other party ſhould be armed alſo ; that Yorke 
uſed theſe recommendations. both in private and public; told them 
in converſation, juſt after the meeting at Sheffield, where he bad 
been Chairman, that pikes were uſed in France; and recommended 
to the people- to get arms, according to an advertiſement publiſhed 
at Sheffield, ſaying that it was legal and conſtitutional ; and that 
they ought to get pikes as in France. This meaſure of armmg was 


approved of by the greater part of the Society at Sheffield, which 
appears from information before your Committee to be very, nume- 


rous, and to have been ſubdivided into 45 or 50 {mall bodies, or 
different Clubs. In conſequence of the!e recommendations, pikes 
were made at Sheffield under Vorke's orders, and the form and fize 
were regulated by his particular direction. Your Committee think 
it of importance to call the attention of the Houſe to this circum- 
ſtance, as they ſhall have oceaſion to advert more particularly, in a 
ſubſequent part of this Report, to the principles and views publicly 
_ wowed by Yorke at a meeting held at Shefſield on the 7th of April 
laſt. Four perſons are ſtated to have been employed in the manu- 
facture of theſe pikes, and one of theſe perſons to have worked' at 


them for ſome weeks paſt ; and it appears that ſeveral have been al- 


ready made and fold to different perſons at Sheflicld, at the price of 
3c& apiece; The pike taken upon one of the perſons apprehended 
| GE at 
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at Sheffield anſwers preciſely to the deſcription given in the letter C4 

before inſerted. In addition to this account of the meaſures taken _— 

for previding pikes, it mult be obſerved, that the three perſons ap- 6 t 

prehended at Sheffield concur in declaring, that they had ſeen there 10 

a pattern of an inſtrument, which has, on different occaſions, been 7 2 

uſed in military operations for impeding the approach of cavalry, « þ 

and which was ſtated by the witneſſes to be intended to be laid inn ” 

the road at night for that purpoſe. One of them ſaid that he had « t 

no doubt that this inſtrument was formed with the ſame intention ” 

1 as the pikes, to defend the meeting at Sheffield againſt the mili- « x 
A tary. It was alſo ſtated, that about the time when theſe arms 1 
$ were prepared, they had reſolved at Sheffield (as will appear more Ea 
| particularly in the ſequel of the Report) that no further petition | 10 

ſhould be made to Parliament on the ſubject of reform, although «t 

{ they.intended to go on in their demands; and one of the perſons Re” 
[| | examined ſaid, if any meetings were to be held at Sheffield for the «þ 
Fd purpoſe of obtaining univerſal 3 and any attempt made 0 
to diſturb ſuch meeting, he thought the people would be juſtiied «4 

in reſiſtance. I «þ 

While your Committee were employed in inveſtigating the origin 1 0 

and progreſs of the plan for arming the people in London and at « t 

Sheffield, they received intelligence of the exiſtence of ſimilar e? <«< 

ſigns in Scotland, which appear to have been in a much greater de- « þ 

gree of forwardneſs, and to have been conducted with ſuch ſecrecy b 

that they might have produced the moſt ſerious conſequences, if 3 

accident had not led to a timely diſcovery of their nature and extent = 

before they had been carried into execution. This intelligence wa (. 

communicated to your Committee in ſeveral letters from Mr. Secre- | ta 

tary Dundas, which contain fo full a narrative of the circumſtancess « p 

leading to the diſcovery of this deſign, of the ſcope and nature of ef. 

the deſign itſelf, of the principles with which it was connected, 41 

and of the means by which it was to have been accompliſhed, that 1 *p 

your Committee have thought they could not lay this important } "2 

matter before the Houſe in a more ſatisfactory manner than by 0 f 

inſerting the letters at large in this place. It is however to be o- m 

| ſerved, that, beſides what relates immediately to this particular } « fh 

head, theſe letters contain matters applying to other important *Xx 

branches of the ſubject of this Report; and to which it will be ne» « t 

ceſſary hereafter to refer; and that many of the important circum. } « gf 

ſtances detailed in Mr. Dundas's letters have been alſo communt- « i 

cated to your Committee through other channels. | «01 

4 

* SIR, Whitehall, 19th May 1794. | ; i 

I have received this morning, from the Sheriff Depute of Me 

the county of Edinburgh, authentic information of an acci- * 

d dental diſcovery made on the 15th and 1 6th ultimo, the gene- be 

ral report of which J feel it proper to ſtate to you, as it leems | E 

materlally connected with the inquiry in which the Secret $ © 

Committee of the Houſe of Commons is now engaged. \ 
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af The creditors of a bankrupt having received information 


that part of his goods had been embezzled, and were ſecreted 
s jn the houſe of an individual, the uſual warrant was iſſued, au- 
s thorizing a ſearch to be made in the ſuſpected place; and in 


carrying it into execution, on the afternoon of the 15th, the 


© officers diſcovered in a private place, where they appeared to 
© have been concealed, twelve pike or ſpear heads. The pro- 
« prietor of the houſe, who happened to be from home at the 
« time, was ſoon thereafter taken into cuſtody, and on bein 
carried before the proper magiſtrate for examination, refufe 
© to give any account of theſe weapons, to whom they belonged, 
* what purpoſes they were intended. On a more narrow 
« ſearch, there was likewiſe diſcovered, in a private and con- 
© cealed part of the houſe, two other pike or ſpear heads, ſimilar 
© to the others, two battle-axes, and a ſhaft or pole, with a 
« ſcrew on the end, fitted for receiving either the ſpear head or 


© battle-axe. 55 


o * 


© Immediate inquiry being made after the perſons with whom 
© this individual had lately been ſeen in company, and two 


© hlackſmiths being mentioned among them, their houſes and 


© ſhops were immediately ſearched ; one of the two was alſo 
taken into cuſtody ; the other eſcaped and abſconded.—In the 
*. ſhop of the firſt of theſe men were found four pike or ſpear” 
© heads, finiſhed, fitted with ſcrews and ſockets, and ready to 
© be fixed on ſhafts ; eight battle-axes, alſo fitted and finiſhed z 
© and twenty blades more not quite finiſhed, but nearly ſo. 

© In the ſhop and dwelling-houſe of the other, who had ab- 
© ſconded, no ſuch weapons were found; but the apprentices, 
on being examined before a magiſtrate, acknowledged that the 
©. pike or ſpear heads firſt diſcovered had been privately manu- 
© factured in their maſter's ſhop during the courſe of this fort- 
night paſt, and carried privately to his houſe as ſoon as com- 
© pleted. | 

7 The battle-axes and blades appear alſo to have been manu- 
factured within this fortnight paſt ; and were intended, as the 


maker of them faid, for the purpoſe of arming the people, 


© ſhould an invalion take place. But it appears, that to his 
* apprentices, whom he had employed in aſſiſting him to make 
* them, he pretended they were meant for a gate; an account 
* obviouſly falſe, as he could not point out any gate for which 
© theſe weapons were intended, nor name any perſon who had 
© ordered him to frame a gate of ſo particular a conſtruction, 


© Theſe circumſtances have induced the magiſtrates to commit 


* all the perſons concerned, for examination; and the reſult of 
the inquiries which are at preſent carrying forward, I expect 
* will be regularly communicated to me—lIt is proper alſo to 
inform you, that all the perſons chiefly concerned appear to 
have been members of the Britiſh Convention which met at 
Edinburgh laſt winter; and fince the diſperſion of it have 
f N the moſt active and leading perſons in the Societies 

ol. IV. $ | _ © whoſe. 
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whoſe delegates compoſed the principal part of that meeting, 


vention of the ſame nature, which they expected is to take 
place ſoon in England; and ſome of whom have acknowledged 
that the propriety of the individuals compoſing theſe Societies 
arming themſelves with ſpears and pikes has, within theſe few 
weeks pait, been the ſubject of converſation amongſt them, 


caution and ſecrecy. _ | 3 

The ſilence of one of the perſons, the inconſiſtent and con- 
trãdictory account of the other, and the flight of the third, 
throw a very ſtrong ſuſpicion on the purpoſes and intentions of 
the parties concerned in this tranſaction. The Sheriff is, in 


the courſe of his duty, proceeding to inveſtigate the matter 


communicate through you to the Committee information ſo 


will ſoon be completed. 
: « | am, 
© S'1 R, 
© Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 


© * Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.” | * HENRY DUNDAS. 


« SIR, Whitehall, 23d May 1794. 


IJ have received this morning farther accounts from the 


Sheriff Depute of Edinburgh, of the tranſactions ſtated in my 


© laſt letter; and the reſult of the inquiries ſince made by that 


© magiſtrate, and which are ſtill going forward, appear to me of 
© ſuch a nature as to deſerve the particular attention of the Se- 


© cret Committee. : | 

© One of the individuals mentioned in my former letter has 
© fince made a diſcloſure, and a perſon fince taken into cuſtody, 
© and who appears to have been privy to the whole tranſaction, 
© has confeſſed, that theſe weapons were the firſt of a very large 
number and quantity, actually ordered to be made, and iu- 


© tended to be privately diſperſed among the members of the va- + 


© rious Societies throughout Scotland, ſtyling themſelves Friends 
of the People, and who appear to be at preſent employed in 
© taking meaſures for calling together another Britiſh Convention 
© of Delegates to be held in England. An order has been given 
from one town alone in Scotland, for a large quantity 0 
© weapons of the nature deſcribed; no leſs a number than 4090 
has been mentioned, and more are intended to be diſtributed in 
© Edinburgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to have been diſpatched, 
© within this fortnight or three weekg'paſty to the manufacturing 
© towns in the weſt of Scotland, for the purpoſe of ſounding the 
© inclinations of fuch of the inhabitants there who are known to 


£ be members of theſe Societies; and there is reaſon to 2 
| ? 5 | | from 


- 


who appear at preſent taking meaſures for calling another Con. 


* 


and ſteps taken for carrying that purpoſe into execution with 


: 6G 6G 6 a 6 a 


more accurately: But I conſider it neceſſary and proper to 


intimately connected with the object of its inquiries, however 
imperfe& that information ſtill is, but which I have no doubt 
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© from information received from various different quarters, that 


« theſe perſons have by no means been unſucceſsful. 
« Paiſley is in particular alluded to as being in a ſtate of great 


© readineſs; and there has been poſitive information received 


through other channels, that within theſe three weeks perſons 
of that deſcription have aſſembled themſelves to a very conſi- 
« derable number in the night time, for the purpoſe of practiſing 
the uſe of arms. The particulars of this information, and the 
« extent to which theſe meetings have proceeded, are at preſent 
matter of inquiry with the proper magiſtrates of the place; but 
the reſult has not yet been received. 


© The formation of this plan is now traced home to certain 
« perſons, ſome of whom are in cuſtody, who appear to be en- 


© truſted by theſe Societies in Scotland with the moſt unlimited 


powers in directing their future proceedings - carrying on their 
* correſpondence—and who act as a Committee of Secrecy, con- 
© fiſting of a certain number of perſons, the principal and moſt 
active members of the Britiſh Convention. The chuſing of 


6 cr to the expected Convention in England, the place of 


* whoſe meeting is not yet divulged, and the raiſing of contribu- 
© tions among the various Societies throughout Scotland for 


* defraying the charges of ſuch delegates, appear to be the 


© material part of their preſent employment, and in which it 
would ſeem they had made ſome progreſs. And it is the ſame 
© Committee who have, for theſe ſome weeks paſt, been conſulting 
and taking meaſures for arming themſelves, and the members 
of the various clubs, with pikes and battle-axes, and who have 


employed the perſons above mentioned in manufacturing them. 


* The ſcheme appears to have been firſt propoſed and agreed 
upon about a month ago; to have been fince carried on with 
the utmoſt ſecrecy and caution ; and the weapons, ſo far as has 
yet been diſcovered, manufactured by ſuch perſons, in ſuch 
ſmall quantities, in ſuch circumſtances, and under ſuch pre- 
* tences, as not to render the progreſs of the work probably 


liable to ſuſpicion or detection; and it was brought to light by 
the very accidental and fingular incident which I mentioned in 


* my former letter. 
* [ have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the magiſtrates and 


| © officers of the law in Scotland have been, and ſtill continue, 


* attive in the ſearches and inquiries making at the different ſuſ- 
* pected places within their reſpective juriſdictions. In Perth 
* and Dundee nothing has been diſcovered which can lead me to 
© believe that meaſures have been taken in either of theſe places 
* tor making arms, the manufacture of which ſeems to have been 
* confined to Edinburgh, and intended to have been gradually diſ- 
* perſed from thence to ſuch places as required them. No ſuch 
weapons have been diſcovered at Paiſley or in its neighbour- 
* hood; though the intention of arming, and holding regular 
* mghtly meetings, are perfectly aſcertained. 
| 55 Informa- 
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© Information has alſo been communicated, of the authenticit 
of which there is no room to doubt, that a conſpiracy has been 
© formed, as ſoon as a proper number of theſe weapons were 
_ © dillributed among the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to 
© ſeize in the night the perſons of the principal magiſtrates, and 
_ © officers of the law; the banks, the public offices, guards, and 
« priſon; and after inticing the ſoldiery from the caſtle, by 
© kindling; a fire in the middle of the city, to intercept them on 
their return, by means of different armed parties to be properly 
© ſtationed for that pnrpoſe. =p | 
© It appears likewiſe, from indiſputable facts, that the moſt 
© ſecret and artful means have been and are ftill uſing with the 
© Fencible Regiments in Scotland, to excite them to diſobedi. 
© ence and mutiny. The printed paper * which I herewith 
© tranſmit. has been induſtriouſly circulated for that purpoſe, 
© I have the honour to be, 1 
SIR, | 
© Your moſt obedient 
= Humble ſervant, 
| HENRY DUNDAS.” 
Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.“ | 3 


© SIR, Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 
© T have received no further accounts of the reſult of the in- 
quiries going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry to ſtate that I 
< have ind information from the ſheriff of the county of 
* Renfrew, confirmed by letters received from other reſpectable 
« perſons in Paiſley, that the magiſtrates of that place having, 
in the courſe of their inquiries, committed on the afternoon of 
1 © the 19th a man to cuſtody for further examination, a conſider- 
117 able number of perſons (ſeveral hundreds) aſſembled in the 
iS __ . © evening, and after chooſing a Preſident, whom they addreſſed 
| by the title of Citizen Preſident, voted a number of reſolutions 
1 | do the following purpoſe: That a National Convention ſhould 
| * be immediately called, to which they would ſend delegates— 
« | © That they ſhould not petition Parliament, as it was to them- 
I * ſelves alone, and to ſuch Convention, they could look for re- 
| « dreſs. They then proceeded to conſider the conduct of the 
ſheriff and magiſtrates in committing their brother citizen, as 
he was termed ; and, after much diſcuſſion as to the propriety 
of immediately releaſing him by force, the majority ſeemed 
inclined to take mild meaſures firſt, and to fend a deputation 
to aſk his releaſe. But the magiſtrates having received inform- 
ation of what was intended, and diſmiſſed the man from cul- 
tody, the mob diſperſed with three cheers, having been previ- 
: ouſly inſtructed by their Preſidert to abſtain from further 
1 tumult, and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly conduct. 
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The authority of the civil magiſtrate is in the mean time 
entirely ſuperſeded; and until a proper force is ſent to protect 


them in the future execution of their duty, which has been 


c 
o 

© anxiouſly required by the ſheriff and magiſtrates, they dare not 
proceed in the common courſe of legal and judicial inquiry 
« againſt any of the perſons who are ſuſpected of being concerned 
in theſe violent and tumultuary, proceedings. But it cannot 
« eſcape the obſervation of the Committee, how accurately this 
intelligence correſponds with and confirms the information 
« yelterday communicated, as to the ſtate of the minds of theſe 
people in that neighbourhood; the alarm which their leaders 
: hel as to the reſult of the legal inquiries at preſent depending; 
© and the regular ſyſtematic connection between them and the 


© leaders at Edinburgh, as diſcovered from the yet unfiniſhed and 


* haſty examinations taken in that city. 
I have the honour to be, 
| 91K, | 
£ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


| HENRY DUNDAS.” 
Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.“ . | 


IR. ; Whitehall, 27th May 1794. 

© I have this morning received farther information - a Scot- 
* land, which appears to me proper to be communicated to the 
Committee. | 

* The perſons in whoſe cuſtody the weapons, formerly de- 
$ {cribed, were found, appear'to have acted for ſome time paſt 


under the name of a Committee of Ways and Means appointed 5 


* by the Britiſh Convention, and to have been empowered b 

* the various Societies throughout Scotland to direct all their 
future proceedings. By means of emiſſaries privately dif- 
* patched to different parts of the country, this Committee has 
* ignited to, and prepared a number of the Societies for the 
approaching Convention in England, many of whom have 
© choſen, and all, as far as is yet known, agreed to chooſe dele- 


gates to attend it, and ſubſcribe for their expences.—The time 


* and place of meeting was not divulged, and were to be com- 
municated from Edinburgh in proper time, by individuals to 
be ſent from thence for that purpoſe, whoſe arrival wygs daily 
looked for by ſeveral of the different Societies.—One of the 
* members of the late Conveation at Edinburgh appears within 


this fortnight paſt to have been diſpatched, and to have actu- 


ally performed an extenſive tour through the weft part of Scot- 
land, to have viſited in his progreſs the towns of Queensferry, 
* Falkirk, Stirling, St. Ninians, Kelſyth, Kirkintulloch, Camp» 
* fie, Glaſgow, and Paiſley; in all of which places he appears to 
f have met with the principal perſons concerned in theſe Socie- 
ties; to have left with them, and the members of the Societies, 
copies of a circular letter from the Committee of Edinburgh, 
* and initructed them in what manner they were in future to 
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againſt foreign troops. An attempt has been made to diſtri. 
bute ſome of the weapons lately diſcovered at Edinburgh “, by 
means of perſons privately diſpatched to the country for that 
purpoſe; and which ſeems only to have failed in its execution 
from the timidity of the perſon ſolicited to do ſo. 

An individual of the ſame deſcription has been taken inte 


cuſtody in the country, who appears to have commiſſioned, 


and actually received from England, ſome muſquets and bayo- 
nets. On being queſtioned by the proper magiltrate, he has 
refuſed giving any explanation, farther than that he commiſ- 
ſioned them in the way of his bufiueſs—But it does not appear 
that he ever dealt in ſuch articles before ; no perſon appears to 
have commiſſioned him to procure any ſuch ; and there ſeems 
to be full evidence of his having ſolicited others to purchaſe 
what they of themſelves were not thinking of, or wiſhing to 
provide. | 

He admits having correſponded with the London Corre- 
ſponding Society on the ſubject of a Convention, and that the 
Society of which he 1s a leader had agreed to ſend delegates to 
it, as ſoon as the time and place of meeting ſhould be di- 
vulged. _ a | 

A requiſition has been made by the magiſtrates and principal 


inhabitants of Paiſley, for a military force to protect them in 


the execution of their duty, and in their perſons and properties; 
which has been duly attended to. It is with much ſatislaction 
I inform you, that the gentlemen of eſtate and character, in 
the county of Renfrew, have voluntarily ſtepped forward, and 
determined to ſupport the authority of the civil magiſtrate. 
Il have the honour to be, 
VI Kg: 
© Your molt obedient _ 
Humble ſervant, 
| | HENRY DUNDAS. 
ight Hon. Mr. Pitt.“ . | 


SIR. Whitehall, 2d June 1794. 
The information J have received this morning from Edin- 
burgh enables me to ſtate to the Committee that the tranſac- 
tions communicated in my former letters are farther cleared up 
by the inquiries which have ſince taken place in that city. 
© Some of the perſons who abſconded on the firſt diſcovery of 


the arms concealed in certain houſes have been diſcovered and 


apprehended ; and the reſult of theſe farther inquiries confirms, in 
almoſt every particular, the account received from other quarters; 
and the import of which 1 have already laid before the Com- 


s Vide Appendix A, (No. 2.) : 
. We mittee. 


carry on their correſpondence; and to have ſuggeſted to them 
the propriety of furniſhing themſelves” with arms, for the pur. 
poſes of Ae, under the pretence of defending themſelves 
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a mittee. The eſtabliſhment of a Secret Committee at Edin- 


« burgh, inveſted with full powers to direct the future operations 
« of the Societies throughout Scotland; the regular correſpond- 
© ence privately carried on by means of emiſſaries diſpatched to 


« the different towns; the aſcertaining the exact number of per- 
« ſons in theſe Societies, who were directed to provide themſelves 


« with arms, and to hold themſelves in readineſs for any meaſure . 


© which the Secret Committee might in due time communicate; 
« are confirmed by every account and information which the 
* magiſtrates haye received. And an individual who has been 


lately taken into cuſtody has confirmed the account received 


from a different quarter, of the dangerous deſign planned by the 
Edinburgh Committee, of effecting a general inſurrection as 
© ſoon as they were ready and prepared for carrying it into 
« execution, by the ſeizure of the principal magiſtrates and offi- 
© cers of the law at midnight, and poſſeſſing themſelves of the 


© priſons and public offices, as ſtated to you in my letter of the 


© 23d May, and then communicated through a different channel 


from that through which the preſent confirmation of theſe cir- 
* cumſtances has been received. The plan ſeems not only to have 


© been diſcuſſed and deliberated on by the ringleaders at Edin- 
_ © burgh, but to have proceeded a certain degree in its ſteps 
© towards actual execution, which appear to have been conducted 
e with the utmoſt caution; and there is reaſon to believe, that 
the execution of the plan was not to be confined to Edinburgh, 
© but was meant to take place in ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
* towns in Scotland on a certain day, and at one and the ſame 
time. The proper and uſual ſteps have been taken for bringing 
the offenders to trial; and thoſe agaiait whom the information 
© chiefly points are detained in cuſtody. 
3 IL have the honour to be, 
« SIR, 
© Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 
3 « HENRY DUNDAS.? 
Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.“ : 


From what has been ſtated it appears, that the deſign of arming, 
as far as it has yet proceeded, has been conducted with great ſe- 
erecy and caution, and at the ſame time with a remarkable degree 
of uniformity and concert in parts of the kingdom remote from 
each other. The weapons principally provided ſeem to have been 
Fa calculated for the purpoſes of ſudden violence, and to 
ave been choſen in conformity to the example of what has recently 
paſſed in France. The actual progreſs ma le in the execution of the 
delign, during the ſhort period of a few weeks, ſufficiently ſhows 


what might have been expected, if the Socictics had proceeded, 


vithout interruption, in increaſing the number of their members, 
aud the fund for providing arms, 
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YOUR COMMITTEE will next proceed to lay before the 
Houſe an account of various remarkable circumſtances, which have 
appeared in the courſe of this inveſtigation, and which furniſh flrik. 
ing inſtances, either of the general principles on which the chief 
promoters of this plan have acted, or of ſpecific meaſures which 


they had in contemplation, and which, from their nature and im- 


ortance, deſerve to be particularly noticed. 7 

The general diſpoſition of the perſons engaged in theſe meaſures, 
to applaud and promote the new political principles adopted in 
France, has been ſtated in the former Report, and will be more 
detailed in the ſequel: Bur it ſeems proper to your Committee here 
to mention ſome of the letters of two of the moſt active members of 
the'Correſponding Society, which ſhow their adherence to the cauſe 
of France in the preſent war; their conviction of the connexion 


between that cauſe and their own objects; and their views even of 


availing themſelves, if poſſible, of the aſſiſtance of the French arms 


in carrying their deſigns into execution. | 
In a letter from Hardy to the United Societies at Norwich, 


dated the 17th October 1793, which is inſerted in the Appendix *, 


there is this remarkable paſſage—* The rejoicings for the capture 
of Valenciennes were not confined to Norwich alone. The igno- 
© rant every-where elſe throughout the nation betrayed their imbe- 
cility on the occaſion ; but e taking of a towe ; the ſlaughtering 
of thouſands of human beings ; the laying waſte whole provinces, 
or the enſlaving a nation 1 en great evils they may be), can 
only, for a ſmall ſpace of time, retard the progreſs of truth and 
reaſon: Be not diſheartened, therefore, purſue, your plan, inſtru 


abuſes: Be affured that many are our friends, who only wait a 
favourable opportunity openly to join us, while our encmies have 
much enfeebled themfelves and their cauſe by arbitrary cxertions : 
Deſpotiſm is at its laſt gaſp; one or two campaigns more will 
© terminate its exiſtence.” And in a ſubſequent letter + from 
Margarot to the United Societies at Norwich, dated in March laſt, 
the ſentiments expreſſed are ſtill more ſtriking :—* This morning 
© ten ſhips of war have left Spithead for the Channel, and it 
is reported that the Breſt fleet is out. Rumour, always manify- 
« ing things, ſays, there are ſeventy fail of the French at fea ; if /o, 
there muſt be a number of tranſports among them, and a DESCENT 
MAY PROBABLY BE THE CONSEQUENCE. For God's 
fake, my worthy friends, do not relax in the cauſe of freedom C anti 
nue as you have begun ;---confolidate your own Soctettes ;---unite with 
others ;---perſevere, and make no doubt but ſvaner or later your endea- 
vours will be crownzd with ſucceſs.” At the'time of writing this 


laſt letter, Margarot was no longer in a ſituation to take a part in 


the proceedings of the Society, being then on board the veſſel in 
which he was co be tranſported. But it appears to your Commit- 
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tee, that theſe expreſſions from him are of no ſmall importance, con- 
ſidering the ſhare which he appears, by much concurrent evidence, 
to have had, previous to his conviction, in directing the meaſures 
which were adopted; the uniform approbation and attachment 
which thoſe-Socicties have ſhown him ſince that date; and above 
all, that theſe very ſentiments are addreſſed to the United Societies 
at Norwich, and that the mention of an expected deſcent from 


France is immediately followed by an exhortation to them to 


proceed, with freſh vigour, in the purſuit of their deſigas in this 
country. | 

The ſame ſpirit appears in a letter from the Secretary of the 
Correſponding Society * in the month of January 1794: * Now # 
* the time for us to do ſomething worthy of men; the brave defenders of 
« liberty ſouth of the Engliſh Channel are performing <vonders, driving 
* their enemies before them like chaff before the whirlwind.” | 

Your Committee place leſs reliance on accounts of words uſed in 
converſation than on evidence reſulting from written documents; 
but they nevertheleſs think it proper to mention, that it has been di- 
ſtinctly ſtated in evidence, that, in the preſence of two or three princi- 
pal members of the Correſponding Society, a perſon (whoſe name 
was mentioned} uſed the expreſſion, ſpeaking of the French, that a 


_ vifory of theirs in Flanders was as uſeful to the cauſe as a victory in 


St. George's Fields; and the ſame perſon appears to have held a 
converſation with theſe members of the Society, relative to the 
advantage which would be derived if the French could land 5090 
inen in this country, to join thoſe who ſhould riſe here. 

Another leading circumſtanee has appeared to your Committee, 
which, however ineffectual it has naturally proved, furniſhes a ſtrong 
collateral proof of the extent of the views entertained, and that no 


means, however criminal, were negle&ed for promoting them. 


The circumſtance referred to, is a deſign, which has been the fre- 
quent ſubje& of converſation among ſome members of the Corre- 
ſponding Society, of endeavouring to ſeduce the army from their 
duty, and the actual employment of emiſſaries to tamper with the 
foldiers, In conformity with theſe views, it alſo has appeared, 
that it was intended to prepare an addreſs to the army; and a 
paper has been diſcovered in Scotland, which has been already 
referred to, the object of which was to endeavour to excite diſaf- 
fection in the Fencible Regiments in that part of the kingdom, 
and which has actually been circulated with much induſtry among 
the ſoldiers of that deſcription. | 

Various other ſchemes of the moſt daring and criminal nature 
are alſo ſtated, on the evidence of perſons who were preſent, to 
have been at different times the ſubje& of converſation among per- 
ſons, the greateſt part of whom were members of this Society. 
It even appears, that a project has been particularly and repeatedly 
agitated among them, of ſtriking a ſudden blow, and beginning by 


ſecuring the Royal Family, and the Members of both Houſes of 


| V Appendix B. (No. 2.) 
Vor. IV. h ä 
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Parliament, with the hope (as it was expreſſed)” © that. the army, 
* being without leaders, would no longer oppoſe their attempts.” 
Particular individuals have been pointed out in theſe converſations, 
as objects of perſonal vengeance for their public conduct. Evidence 
has been given of diſcourſes held concerning the reſcueof the delegates 
of the Scotch Convention, while on board the tranſport in the river, 
An attack on Newgate was meditated, according to a particular plan 
referred to in the converſation, with the view of releaſing the pri- 
ſoners. A ſimilar converſation was held with reſpe& to an attack 
on the Tower; and from the letter to the Secretary of State, 
which has been inſerted in a former part of the Report, it appears 
that there is direct evidence of a plan regularly concerted at Edin- 
burgh, for ſeizing, at an appointed time, all the public offices in 
that city, the banks, and the principal members. of the courts of 
Juſtice; and for making a ſimilar attempt (in conſequence of a 
ſecret concert among the members of the Societies in different 
places) at one and the ſame time, in ſome of the moſt conſiderable 
towns 1n Scotland. 7 9758 ; 

Your Committee do not ſtate the various circumſtances which 
have been enumerated in this part of the Report, as ſhowing that 
theſe extenſive projects, as far as relates to England, were as yet 


regularly digeſted, or in ſufficient forwardneſs for actual execution; 


but the evidence before them gives them every reaſon to believe 
that theſe views have been deliberately entertained, and made the 
repeated ſubje& of converſation; and they cannot but conſider 
them as ftrong indications of the principles and intentions of the 

arties concerned, and of the nature of the meaſures which might 
Brac been expected if they had proceeded, without interruption, in 
increaſing their numbers, and in providing arms in the different 
modes already ſtated. 8 5 
There remains another circumſtance which, however, as far as it 
has yet been inveſtigated, is traced diſtinctly only to two individuals, 


both of whom were members of the Correſponding Society, and 


principally concerned in ſome of their moſt remarkable tranſactions: 
Whether any other members of the Society were or were not ac- 
quainted with it, has not appeared to your Committee. Three 
copies have been produced to your Committee (in all material parts 
conformable to each other) of a paper which purports to be a draft 
of reſoJutions intended to be propoſed at the meeting which took 
rg at Chalk Farm on the 14th of April 1794. From the blank 
eft for the place of mecting, it ſeems probable that it was prepared 
before that place was fixed upon : The reſolutions are different from 


. thoſe which paſſed at the meeting, and there is no reaſon to believe 
that they were in fact propoſed there; but diftin& evidence has 


been om of the hand-writing being that of the perſon in whoſe 
poſſeſſion one of the copies was found, who is alſo proved to have 


| ſhown them as the reſolutions which he intended ſhould be propoſed 


at the meeting ; and the two other copies were found among the 


papers of one of the moſt active members of the Society, who ap- 
been ap 


pointed 


0 aa a a OE. «„ 2 


e e es. 6 ER KK K «„ „ 


' SECNOD REPORT OF COMMGNS' SECRET COMMITTEE. 53 


TIT, 
A — Ky oy 1 
9 


m 5 | | wow N 
A pointed, in conjunction with ſome others, to arrange the meaſures 5 
ons, to be adopted, and at whoſe ſuggeſtion (ſubſequent to that appoint 78 
nee ment) the meeting is ſtated to have been poſtponed beyond the „ 
ates time originally propoſed, becauſe (as he is ſaid to have repreſented) 1 
ver. more time was neceſſary to make known the ſentiments of the So- 7 
lan ciety in bold and nervous reſolutions. Your Committee think it 95 
pri- right here to inſert the paper itſelf, on which they will forbear to Lit 
ack make any comment, - | | | 1 
ite | | £ Il 
8 At a General Meeting of the London Ccrreſponding Society, 4 
in. © held at e on Monday, the 14th day of April : 
in 1794. 5 | | | 

ig 4 Citizen in the Chair, 

fa | | | 

ent Reſolved, That all ſovereign, legiſlative, and judicial powers 

ble are the rights of the people; and though the people have dele- 

' © gated thoſe their original powers to others, in truſt, for the 

ch © benefit of the community, yet the rights themſelves are reſerv- 

at ed by the people, and cannot be abſolutely parted with by the 

et © people, to thoſe perſons who are employed to conduct the buſi- 

1; * neſs of the ſtate. ; 

ve © Reſolved, That the Conſtitution of England is held by the 

ne King, Lords, and Commons, and other fficers appointed by 

er © the people, in truſt, for the benefit of the people; and though in 
Ne y theſe truſtees may regulate and improve the Conſtitution, * Bag 
ut they cannot alter or ſubvert it without committing treaſon 4 
in | © againſt the nation. | 5 9 5 ; 
it Reſolved, That Magna Charta, or THE GREAT CHAR- | 1 

TER OF THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND, made in 49 

it * the reign of King John; THE PETITION OF RIGHTS, 1 
85 71 31 by Parliament in the reign of King Charles I. and Fail 

d © the ſeveral laws made at and in conſequence of the Glorious FA 

: _ © Revolution in the year 1688, are declaratory of thoſe parts of the 3g 

a Conſtitution of England, which are in and by them reſpectively 2 

4 declared. Bo 519 

3 KReſolved, That the office of KING of England was not in- £0 

t * ſtituted by the people merely as an office of profit and honour 208 

K to the King, but he was ſo appointed as chief truſtee and guar- 1 

K dian of the Conſtitution and rights of the people; and that im- 1 | 

1 portant and laborious perſonal duties are annexed to the regal Hh 

n office, the objects of which are, to promote the good of the of : 

2 people, and preſerve their rights in full vigour from innovation "8 

$ © and corruption. | | | 32S 

: © Reſolved, That it is the duty of the King to preſerve the | 


* Conſtitution of England and the rights of the people againſt 

© every incroachment ; and in order to enforce that duty, the 

following oath is required to be taken by every king on his ac- 

* ceſſion to the throne of Great Britain, to wit: The Archbiſhop 

* or Biſhop ſhall ſay—* Will you ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear to 

* govern the people of this kingdom of England, and the do- 
Pop gg 8 8 
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* minions. thereto belonging, according to the ſtatutes in Pa!;, 
* ment agreed on, and the laws and cuſtoms of the ſame ? | 
The King or Queen ſhall ſay, © I folemnly promiſe ſo to 
do.“ Archbiſhop or Biſhop —+ Will you to your power cauſe 
law and juſtice in mercy to be executed in all your judgment: ? 
ANS. I will” | | 
* After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand on 
© the Holy Goſpels, ſhall ſay—* The things which I have befote 
© promiſed, I will perform and keep; So help me God'—and 
then ſhall kifs the book. Cie. | | 
$ Reſolved, That his preſent Majeſty-King George the Third, 
on his acceſſion to the throne of theſe realms, did ſolemnly take 
the ſaid oath. | 
© Reſolved, That the *eonftitutional rights of the people have 
been violated, and that it is the duty of the people, in the pre- 
« ſent alarming crifis, to aſſemble and enquire into the innovations 
or infringements which have been made upon the rights of the 
© people, and how far the declarations of the conſtitution, as they 
were ſettled at the aforeſaid Revolution, remain in force, and 
which of them have been violated, and by whom; and allo 
whether ſuch innovations, infringements, and violations, have 
© been committed from the negligence or corruption of thoſe whs 
© have been intruſted with the government of the State. 
© Reſolved, That this Society do invite the people to meet in 
© their reſpeQive neighbourhoods, to elect one or more perſon or 
« perſons as delegates to meet in a Convention, to be held on 
* the day of niLnext, at ſuch place 
© as ſhall be appointed by the Secret Committee of this Society; 
and that the delegates ſo elected do forthwith tranſmit to the 
Secretary of this Society, No. 9, Piccadilly, London, the 
© vouchers of their ſeveral elections, in order that the place of 
© meeting may be duly notified to them. | 
_ © Reſolved, That it is the right and the bounden duty of the peo- 
ple to puniſh all traitors againſt the nation, and that the follow- 
ing words are now not a part of the oath of allegiance ; to vit, 
I declare that it is not lawful, upon any-pretence whatever, to 


take arms againſt the King.“ 


Before the Committee quit this part of the ſubject, they think it 
not immaterial to take ſome notice of the different means uſed to 
diſſeminate ſuch principles as have been ſtated through the lower 
orders of ſociety, and to familiarize their minds, by every poſlible 
artifice, to ſuch ideas as might prepare them to be the inſtruments 
of the moſt dangerous and deſperate deſigns. Some of theſe means 
may at firſt fight be confidered as too trivial to be mentioned on an 
occaſion of this importance; but they appear to your Comnnttce 
n a very different light, when they recollect that an eſſential part of 
ſuch a plan as has been in agitation was to ſeduce and corrupt the 
thoughtleſs and uninformed, and to make uſe of the channels of 


communication beſt adapted to this purpoſe, The appearance of 


inſigniſi- 
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;nſignificance and levity, which belongs at firſt 1 18 to this part of 
the ſyſtem, is, in truth, only an additional proof of the art and in- 


duſtry with which it has been purſued. The meaſures employed 


for this purpoſe appear to have been deliberately prepared, and 
every contrivance uſed, to mix them (in the ſhape molt likely to 
captivate attention) with the ordinary occupations or amuſements 
of thoſe on whom they were intended to operate. Accordingly 


lectures have been delivered on political ſubjects, calculated from 


their very extravagance to' catch the attention 1 the audience, and 
in the courſe of them every topic has been employed that could in- 
flame their minds, alienate them from the laws and conſtitution of 


their country, and habituate them to principles of ſedition and rebel- 
lion, The moſt violent publications to the ſame effect have been 
ſecretly, but generally, circulated in hand- bills, both in the metropo- 
lis and in the remote parts of the country. Every point that could- 
excite diſcontent, according to the purſuits, intereſts, or prejudices 
of different claſſes, has been ſucceſſively dwelt on, and always in ſuch 


a manner as to connect it with the 9 deſign. rs attempt to 
ape even of play-bills and 


accompliſh this end has appeared in the 
ſongs; ſeditious toaſts; and a ſtudied ſelection of the tunes which 


have been moſt in uſe in France ſince the Revolution, have been ap- 
plied to the ſame purpoſe, of endeavouring to render deliberate in- 
citements to every ſpecics of treaſon familiar to the minds of the 


people. | 


HAVING thus ſtated the points which the Committee have 
thought it material ſeparately to lay before the Houſe, they wall 
now proceed to thoſe particulars which will give a full and diſtinct 
view of the riſe, progreſs, and nature of the general deſign with 
which the facts already ſtated are eſſentially connected; for this 
purpoſe your Committee will ftate in their Report the points which 
appear moſt worthy of attention, inſerting in the Appendix a more 
particular ſtatement of the ſeverab proceedings to which they refer. 
In doing this it will be neceſſary to advert to tranſactions, fome of 
which tock place at an early period, and have already attracted ob- 
ſervation ; but which it is nevertheleſs material to inſert in the order 
in which they took place, becauſe they are highly important in ex- 


plaining more recent proceedings, and giving a connected view of 


the whole ſyſtem. 8 : 
The period from which it appears to your Committee material to 


trace in this view the proceedings of the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information, is that of the publication of the pamphlet ſo well 
known under the title of © Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine.“ 

| Your Committee have already referred, in their former Report, to 
the approbation given by the Society to this work; and this is one 


of the points on which they ſhould not think it neceſſary now to 
dwell, if they did not feel it efſential to the object before Rated, of 


developing the riſe and progreſs of the ſyitem which they are tra- 
cing, to call the attention of the Houſe to the leading features of a 
work thus approved and recommended, iu order to compare it 
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with ſubſequent tranſactions of which it may be conſidered as 
the foundation. | 


In this pamphlet, publiſhed in the year 1791, the National Al. 


ſembly of France was repreſented as occupied 1n eſtabliſhing a con- 


ſtitution founded on the rights of man, and the authority of the 


ople, the only authority on which [it was ſtated] government 
ad a right to exiſt in any country ; Monarchy and Hereditary Sue 
ceſſion were treated as abſurdities; the Revolution of 1688, and the 
ſucceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover, were alſo made the ſubje of ridi- 
cule ; and a diſtinction was drawn between two modes of govern- 
ment, which were ſtated to prevail in the world: Firſt, government 
election and repreſentation ; and, ſecondly, government by h-::- 
ditary ſucceſſion : The former generally known by the nau of 


Republic, the latter by that of Monarchy: and \riſtocracy. On 


the 23d of March 1291, the Society refolved, That the thanks 
© of the Society ſhould be given to Mr. Thomas Paine, in the 
© terms expreſſed in the copy of their reſolution of this day,” in- 


ſerted in the . e 3 eee Paine's book, in- 


tituled Rights of Man, Part the Second, combining Principle and 
Practice, was publiſhed early in 1792, in which the principles of 
the Britiſh conſtitution were again attacked; the principles on 
which the French conſtitution, accepted by the King in 1791, 
had been eſtabliſhed, were approved, with an exception of he here- 
ditary ſucceſſion to the Grown : This pamphlet, recommending the 
overthrow of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the eſtabliſhment of a de- 


moeratical ſenate, as the ſole legiſlative and executive power of the 


State, was alſo circulated with great induſtry; and the Society for 


Conſtitutional Information, on the 16th of March 1792 f, expreſſ- 


ed their approbation of the work, in anſwer to a letter from the 
Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, containing the thanks of that 
Society to Mr. Paine. On the 23d of March 1:92 f, the Con- 
ſtitutional Society at Sheffield applied to the London Society, that 
twelve of their members might be admitted as aſſociated members 
of the London Society ; and there appears in the books of the 
London Society, a printed paper of the Sheffield Society, in which 
that Society declares, that the practice as well as the principle of 
government was laid down in the works intituled, © Rights of Man, 
Part the Firſt and Second, in a manner /) clear and irręfiſibly 
convincing, that the Society reſolved to give their thanks to Mr. 
Paine for thoſe publications. 
Other entries, expreſſive of approbation of the ſame works, and of 
other ſeditious publications, frequently appear in the ſame books 


during the courſe of the year 1792 F. 


In Eaſter Term, 1792, an information was filed in the Court of 
King's Bench, by the King's Attorney General, againſt Thomas 
Paine, for writing and publiſhing the laſt pamphlet, on which? he 
was convicted in December 1792. Dyring this proſecution another 


pamphlet was publiſhed, under the title of An Addreſs to the 
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« Addrefſers on the late Proclamation, by Thomas Paine.” This 
pamphlet, after ſtating that Two revolutions. had. taken place, 
« thoſe of America and France, added, both of them have re- 
« jefted the unnatural compounded ſyſtem of the Engliſh government. 
America has declared againlt all hereditary government, and eſta- 
« bliſhed' the repreſentative ſyſtem of government only; France has 
« entirely rejected the ariſtocratical part, and is now diſcovering the 
« abfiirdity of the monarchical, and is approaching faſt to the repre- 
« ſentulive ſyſtem *.* The pamphlet then treats Monarchy, and 


every ſpecies of hereditary government, as a fraud and impoſi- 
tion; aſſerts, for a nation to be free it is ſufficient that ſhe wills 
© it ; treats the Reform of Parliament by Parliament itſelf as ab- 


ſurd ; denies the power of Parliament to reform any part of the 
conſtitution ; aſſerts that it is not a ſubject cognizable before Parlia- 
ment, and that the right, and-the exerciſe of that right, appertains 


to the nation only, and that the proper means is by a Nuttonal Con- 1 


vention, elected for the purpoſe by all the people t: That ſuch a body, 
empowered and ſupported by the nation, would have authority to 
demand information upon all matters neceſſary to be inquired into, 
and the nation would decree its own reforms. 'The pamphlet then 
ſtates F that the plan and organization of a Convention was eaſy in 
practice; and proceeds to ſhow the manner in which, ſuppoſing 
the inhabitants of England to be ſeven millions, a Convention of 
1000 members might be elected in an orderly manner; adding, 
that * a Convention of 1000 perſons, fairly elected, would bring 
© every matter to a decided ifſue ||.' This latter pamphlet was not 


made the ſubje& of any expreſs reſolutions of the Society; but 


during the proſecution of Mr. Paine for the former work, the So- 


ciety for Conſtitutial Information entered into a ſubſcription to de- 


fray his expenſes ©, and encouraged the like ſupport from other 
Societies, as appears by ſeveral entries in the books of the Society. 
And this mark of their approbation of his principles having beer 


continued after the publication laſt mentioned, ſeems to afford a full 


proof that this circumitance had made no change in the ſentiments 
of the Society towards him. 


The principles laid down in theſe publications appearing thus to 
be approved and ſanctioned by the Society, will be found to be 
gradually and ſucceſſively adopted and ated upon in their proceed- 
mgs. On the 3oth of March 1792 , the London Correſponding 
Society ſent to the Society for Conſtitutional Information ſeveral 
reſolutions, among which were the following : 


That every individual has a right to ſhare in the govern- 
ment of that ſociety of which he is a member, unleſs incapaci- 
© tated. 18. | 


»p, 47, 1 P. 81. | 1 P. 66. & P. 66, 67. 
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That nothing but non-age, a privation of reaſon, or an 
* offence againſt the general rules of ſociety, can incapacitate 
* him.“ | ; : 


Theſe reſolutions, containing the principle of univerſal Cuffraxe, 


were adopted without reſerve, and with ſtrong expreſſions of appro. 


bation, by the Conſtitutional Society. 

On the zoth of April following, a declaration from a Society in 
Southwark * appears entered in the books of the Conſtitutional 
Society, with their thanks for the communication. This declaration 
expreſſes more fully the grounds on which the Societies intended to 

proceed, adopting many important principles which had been made 
the foundation of the French revolution, in the following terms: 


© That all civil and political authority is derived from the 
people. | 
That equal active citizenſhip is the unalienable right of all men, 
©. minors, criminals, and inſane perſons excepted. 


| «© That the exerciſe of that right, in appointing an adequate 


© repreſentative government, is the wiſeſt device of human policy, 
* and the only ſecurity of national freedom.” 


The reſolutions of the Sheffield Society having ſuggeſted uni. 
verſal ſuffrage, and the Southwark Society having added the general 
idea of a repreſentative government, a Society, called the Norwich 
Revolution Society, on the 26th of April 1792, ſent a letter to the 
Conſtitutional Society, entered in the minutes of their proceedings 
on the 4th of May 1792 f, in which there is this paſſage : © This 
Society is willing to hope the redreſs of every exiſting grievance 
© at the hands of a government reſulting from an extraordinary con- 
« vocation in 1688, of all who had at any preceding time been 


elected 1 the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary 


* counſellors of the natiòn, and a peculiar deputation from the me- 
© tropolis, evhich National Conſtituting Aſſembly caſhiered for miſcon- 
duct a king of the houſe of Stuart. 

It ſeems evidently to be the intention of this paſſage to repreſent 
the Revolution, of 1688 as a precedent for a National Conſtiuting 
Aſſembly, and to ſhelter under that authority the indirect recom- 
mendation of the proceedings and terms which have recently been 


adopted in France. 


This communication, with others from different Societies at Nor- 
wich, were followed by a reſolution, expreſſing that the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information received them with Heart: ſelt ſatisfac- 
tion, and deſired earneſtly to concur and co-operate with thoſe So- 
cieties in their laudable objects g. | 

They alſo elected twelve members of the Norwich Society aſſo- 


ciated members of their own Society. 
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And they added a reſolution, that a Committee ſhould be aps | 


ointed to conſider whether any and what communication ſhould be 
made, and by what means, by the Society, with the Society of 
Friends of the Conftitution at Paris. | 
It appears by entries of the 11th of May 1792 *, that The 
Society of Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, mentioned in 
the former reſolution, were the Jacobin Club there; and on the 
fame day it was reſolved that there ſhould be a communication with 
that club; and an addreſs was read and agreed to, and ordered to 
de figned by the Chairman, and tranſmitted to Paris. 
Towards the cloſe of the fame year, and ſome time ſubſequent 
to the revolution of the toth of Auguſt, which finally deſtroyed all 
traces of monarchy in France, the Society reſolved to addreſs 
the National Convention, which was then inveſted with the whole 
legiſlative and executive governmeut, and was aſſembled for the pur- 
ſe of framing a new conſtitution, and proceeding to the trial of 
the King. This paper Þ is conceived in terms which leave no room 
to doubt of the view: of thoſe who framed it. The addreſs [tyles 
the Convention—* Servants of a ſovertign people, and benefattors of 
* nankind : Tt rejoices that the revolution in France had arrived at 
that point of perfection which enabled the Society to addreſs the Con vention 
that title; and it declares that that is the only title that can accord 
with the character of true l:gi/lators : It ſpeaks of the ere ngs of 
the roth of Auguſt as a glorious victory, which had finally prepared 
the way for a conſtitution, which the Society truſted the Conven- 
tion would eſtabliſh on the baſis of reaſon and nature. It repre- 
ſents the proceedings of the Convention as labours in the work of 
human. happineſs, and adds, THE BENEFITS WILL IN 
©PART BE OURS, but the glory will be all your own; and it 
is the reward of your perſeverance; it is the prize of virtue.” 


Then, drawing a compariſon between the ſtate of liberty, in Eng- 
land, America, and France, it not only gives a decided preference, 


to the American republic over the Britiſh monarchy, but treats the 
ſplendour of the French revolution as the object of the higheſt 
admiration. 5 

This addreſs was ordered to be preſented by two of the members 
of the Society at the bar of the National Convention; and it was 
preſented accordingly. | J | | 

But the terms of this addreſs are not the only evidence on this 
head. An addreſs t, framed à ſhort time before by the London 
Correſponding Society, which had been communicated to the Con- 
ſtitutional Society, and had received their expreſs approbation, and 
which was preſented likewiſe to the French Convention, contained 


paſſages clearly expreſſing the ſame intent, and ſuggeſting the idea 


of a triple alliance (not of crowns, but) of the people of America, 


France, and Britain, to give ireedom to Europe, and peace to the 


whole world. 
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Theſe tranſactions are rendered ſtill more remarkable by the ver- 
bal addreſs of the deputies at the time of preſenting the addreſs of 
the Society, and by the anſwer of the preſident, which they tranſ. 


mitted. The letters of the deputies to the Society have been found 


among the papers of that Society, together with a copy of the ad- 
dreſs of the deputies, and the anſwer of the preſident. In the firſt, 
after pointing out their wiſhes to effect in their own country a revo- 
Jution ſimilar to that made in France, the deputies conſider the 
example of France as having made revolutions eaſy ; and add, that it 
would not be extraordinary if, in a ſhort ſpace of time, the French 


- ſhould ſend addreſſes of congratulation to a National Convention of 


England ; and the preſident, in his anſwer, ſays, * The moment, 
without doubt, approaches, when the French will bring congra- 
« tulations'to the National Convention of Great Britain. | 

On the 7th of December 1792, the letter of the deputies * was 
read in the Society, as appears by an entry in their books. 

In January 1793, Barrere, Roland, and St. Andre, were elected 
(as has been mentioned in the former Report) honorary members of 
the Society ; and on the firſt of February, the ſpeeches of Barrere 
and St. Andre were ordered to be entered on the books of the So- 
ciety, and this reſolution ordered to be printed in the news-papers, 
which it actually was on the 5th of February 1793. 

The circumſtance of the time at which this marked approbation 


was publicly given to leading members of the National Convention 


of France, would render this meaſure of itſelf a ſtrong indication of 
the views of the Society, and as ſuch it was referred to by the Com- 
mittee in their former Report. Hog 

But on more particular reference to the ſpeeches themſelves, 
which were thus recommended to public notice, this tranſaction 
will be found to be -of much more importance ; it is not barely an 
approbation of leading perſons profeſi principles, and purſuing 
meaſures, hoſtile to the general intereſts of the country : The 
ſpeeches were delivered for the expreſs purpoſe of accelerating the 


' condemnation and execution of the French king. The doctrines 


contained in them directly relate to the preciſe object of a National 
Convention, and to the queſtion of the perſonal refponfbility of ſo- 
vereigns; they contain a ſtatement of the rights, duties, and func- 
tions of ſuch an aſſembly ; which cannot be ſuppoſed to have been 


recommended to the public attention for any other poſſible purpoſe 


than that of laying the foundation of a ſimilar proceeding in thi 
country, and that with the direct intention of employing it for the 
deſtruction of the ſovereign, and the utter a len of the conſti- 
tution. This concluſion will be fully juſtified by an extract from 
the ſpeeches in queſtion, which are expreſſed in terms ſo remarkable, 


that the Committee cannot too ſtrongly recommend them to the at- 


tention of the Houſe. a + 
The following paſſage is extracted from St. Andre's ſpeech: 
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_ © Your right to decide the fate of the Kin g, ariſes from your 
© being a revolutionary aſſembly, created by the nation in a ſtate 
bol infurreQtion,” | WF tas 5 | 


Barrere's ſpeech is much more full, and more ſyſtematically rea- 
ſoned; it 1s Grided into ſeveral heads, from which the following 
extracts are taken: Te hq | 

This proceeding (ſpeaking of the trial of the King) is of the 
© higheſt importance to public order, abſolutely neceſſary to the 

« exiſtence of liberty, and connected with whatever is held moſt 

« ſacred by the nation. From the calmneſs and temper which 

have Wikinguilbed the deliberations of the Convention on this 

« occafion, it may be foreſeen that juſtice and reaſon will direct 

© its ultimate ſentence. Hiſtory will record the ſtriking contraſt 

between kings, who in the midſt of the diſſipation of courts 

« ſign proſcriptions and death warrants for the deſtruction of 

«£ thouſands of citizens, and the repreſentatives. of the people, 

« who deliberate with wiſdom and caution on the puniſhment of 

n ſingle deſpot. | | 7 Hs 

© It is the deſtiny of kings to be the occaſion of the calamities 
of the people, whether they remain on their thrones, or whether 
they are precipitated from them. r "SOT > 


bg SP ART FL; 
Whether the Perſon of the King be inviolable. 

© The people of Paris, by making an holy inſurrection againſt 
the King on the 1oth of Auguit, deprived him of his character 
of inviolability. The people of the other Departments ap- 
plauded this inſurrection, and adopted the conſequence of it. 
# The people have therefore formally interpoſed to deſtroy this 
« royal inviolability. The tacit conſent of the people rendered 
* the perſon of the King inviolable. The act of inſurrection 
© was a tacit repeal of that eonſent, and was founded on the 
« ſame grounds of law as the conſent itſelf, The King's perſon 
is inviolable only with relation to the other branches of the 

legiſlature, but not with relation to the people. | 


4 BLeY Fo ARTE I. ; 
Whether an Appeal ſball be made to the People? 
The people is the ſovereign. | JULIEN.» 
* A Convention differs from an ordinarylegiſlature in this reſpect. 
A legiſlature is only a ſpecies of ſuperintending magiſtracy, a 
moderator of the powers of government, A convention is a 
< 25 repreſentation of the jy The members of the 
| * Legiſlative Aſſembly acted in Auguſt upon theſe principles. In 
ir 5 ſummoning the Convention they declare, that they ſaw but 
bac meaſure which could fave France; namely, to have recourſe 
; 13 ? * to 
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to the ſupreme will of the people, and to invite the people to 
© exercaſe immediately that inalienable right of ſovereignty which 
the conſtitution had acknowledged, and which it could not 
© ſ\nbje& to * reſtriction. The public intereſt required that 
the people ſhould manifeſt their will, by the election of a 
. © National Convention, formed of repreſentatives in veſted by the 


© will, by the election of that Convention. The Ccuvention 
being aſſembled, is itſelf that ſovereign will which ought to 
prevail. It would be contrary to every principle, to ſuppoſe 
that the Convention is not alone excluſively the expreſſion of 
the general will. ; 
I The powers of the Convention muſt, from the very nature 
of the aſſembly, be unlimited with reſpe& to every meaſure 
of general ſafety, ſuch as the execution of a tyrant. It is 
* no longer a Convention, if it has not power to judge the King. 
A Convention is a conſtituent body, i. e. a body that is to 
make a conſtitution for the people. A legiſſature makes laws 
4 under an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and in conformity to it. It is 
deſpotiſm when in the ordinary and permanent eflabtiſhment of 
© a ſtate there is no ſeparation of powers; but it is of the very 


..* thority. It is the very nature of a National Convention to he 
© the temporary image of the nation, to unite in itſelf all the 
3 of the ſtate, to employ them againſt the enemies of 
iberty, and to diſtribute them iu a new ſocial compact called a 
| Conſtitution. | ; 3 
1 © Behold that Conftituent Aſſembly which laid the firſt ſouad- 
11 - © ations of your liberty! Behold that revolutionary genius! 
i which broke through every impediment, exceeded its delegated 
#1 | | authority, created its own powers according to the exigencies 
| 


* 
> 
* 


of liberty, and to the occaſional wants of the people, deſtroyed 
all prejudices by the force of that public opinion to which it 

i! gave birth, obliterated all privileges, aboliſhed all the Parlia- 
3! 4% ments, changed the form and tenure of all property, as well as 
1 _ © the meaſure and ſign of all value, and made a perjured King 

1 © its priſoner | Nothing was wanting to immortalize that Aſſem- 
3} $ b © bly, but to have delivered France from the calamity of kingly 
2 % government, and to have relieved you from the duty of judging 
3 } © the laſt of your Kings. | Ds 
14 With this example before your eyes, you heſitate even in the 
« firſt ſtep of your duty. Am I then no longer in the midſt of 
that National Convention, whoſe honourable miſſion it was to 
* deſtroy Kings and Royalty?“ OT ne, 


| HAVING thug traced the proceedings of the Society for Con. 
ſtitutional Information, to the period when the commencement o 
the war with France neceſſarily interrupted the developement of 
their principles and deſigus by their correſpondence with that _ 
| | | l | 1 


b people with unlimited powers. The people did manifeſt their 


_ © effence of a conſtituent body to concentre for the time all u-. 


„ K „ 0% =» =» oe. 


| SECOND. REPORT OF co SECREF COMMITTEE Gt 


! 


y. your Coramittee will now lay before the Houſe fuch particulars 
as relate to their proceedings at home, in concert with the London 
Correſponding Society, and with rhe ſeveral Socicties in different 
parts of the country, during the ſame period. 1 
From theſe it will appear, That not only the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, but all the principal Soctetiey in the country, 
have been regulated under the immediate auſpices of the Society ior 
Conſtitutional Information, and have, both in their origin and pro- 
greſs, looked up to that Society for their guidance and direction in 
the purſuit of their common object : mY | Th 
That particularly ſince the inſtitution of the Correſponding So- 
ciety, which appears from a very early period to have had an inti- 
mate connexion with the Society for Conſtitutional Information, a 
| ſyſtem of general correſpondence has been eſtabliſhed, by means of 
which the principles of that Society {ſuch as they have been already 
ſtated) have been widely diffuſed and difſeminated through the 
country: 3 ; 
. That throughout the whole of this extenſive correſpondence, the 
ſtrongeſt alt 8 appear of an almoſt univerſal agreement and co- 
operation among the country Societies, not only 1a che general prin- 
ciples to which your Committee has already referred, but alſo ia the 
nature and frame of the Societies, in the ſyſtem of concert and dele- 
ration, and in the particular object of forming a National Conven- 
tion for the purpoſe of carrying their principles into full effect; and 
that traces of this deſign are to, be found in & greater or leſs degree 
at a very early period of this correſpondence. | 
The London Correſponding Society was inftituted in January 
1797. A general account of the plan according to which it was 
formed and diſtributed into different divitions, has already been 
given in the laſt Report, and a liſt of the number of diviſions, 
which had been gradually eſtabliſhed, has been found among the 
* in the 0 e of the Secretary. | 85 
n one of the firſt communications from the London Correſpond- 
ing Society to thę Society for Conſtitutional Information *, they 
ſtate, that The Delegates of the Correſponding Society think it 
* their duty to acquaint the Conſtitutional Society, without delay, 
© of the ſubſcription begun amongſt ſeveral of their diviſions for 
the defence of the proſecution. ſaid to be commenced againſt that 4 
* worthy member of the Conſtitutiona! Society, Mr. Thomas —_ 
Paine, in conſequence of his valuable publication-intituled The 1 
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Rights of Man;' and that they had no doubt that a numerous 
body would be found to follow an example, ſo juſt in itielt, and 
* ſoeffential to the ſupport of that ſmall portion of liberty which the 
people of England are {till ſuppoſed to enjoy. That the appro» 
l bation and encouragement which their feeble endeavours had met 
: with from the Conſtitutional Society, mace them defirous of 
+ uniting more ftrongly and more immediately with that Sotiety, 
4. and tor this purpoſe they wiſhed that fix of their members might 


TY 
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be admitted into the Conſtitutional Society, after the manner of 
© thoſe received from the Societies at Sheffield and Norwich.” 

The London Correſponding Society ſignify that they are highly 
favoured by the readineſs of the Conſtitutional Society to admit fix 
of their members, and that their ſenſe of the favour ſo conferred 
will be beſt expreſſed by their cloſe attendance at the inſtructive 
meetings of the Conſtitutional Society, and by their conſtant en- 
deavours to forward the ſo dee 
of parliamentary repreſentation. | | 

The following ſeries of extracts is taken from the correſpondence, 
both of the Society for Conſtitutional Information and of the 
London Correſponding Society, with the ſeveral Societies inſti- 
tuted in the country *. | „„ : 5 

The firſt is a letter from Sheffield to the Secretary of the Conſti- 
tutional Society, dated 15th January 1792, ſtating that the So- 
cicty eſtabliſhed at Sheffield humbly Telicite the advice and aſſiſtance 
of the Conſtitutional Society for the purpoſe of forming a connexion 
with all fimilar Societies in England; and adds, that information of 
the methods, terms, and manner of application for the above pur- 
poſe, as likewiſe the admiſſion of one of their members into the 


Conſtitutional Society, will be efteemed a particular favour, and 


gratefully acknowledged. In the poſtſcript to the letter, an ac- 
count 1s given of the origin of the Sheffield Society ; and it is 
ſtated, that it at firſt originated in an aſſembly of five or ſix me- 
chanics, who from cotrertition about the enormous high price of 
proviſions, the unbounded authority of the monopoliſts of all 
ranks, from the king to the peaſant, and the waſte of the public 


property by placemen, penſioners, luxury, and debauchery, toge- 


ther with the mock repreſentation of the people, concluded that 
nothing but-ignorance in the people could ſuffer the natural rights 
of every free man to be thus violated. They formed a Society, 
which was gradually increaſing, and divided into ſeparate bodies. 
They re-publiſhed Paine's Rights of Man at the low price of 6d. 


each copy, to which they propoſed to annex an abſtract of the 


noted iniquitous Corn Bill of laſt year. | 
The ſame Society at Sheffield, in a letter to the Conſtitutiona 


Society , mention that their numbers increaſe, for that moſt of 


the towns and villages in the neighbourhood are forming themſelves 
into ſimilar aſſociations, and ſtrictly adhere to the mode of copying 
the Sheffield Society. They return thanks for the kind communi- 
cations which they have received from the principal members of 
the Conſtitutional Society; and they encloſe a parcel for the Se- 
cretary of the London Correſponding Society, in anſwer to a 


letter of his, by which he had informed them, that there were in 


London a number of mechanics, thop-keepers, &c. forming them- 
ſelves into a Society, on the broad baſes of the Rights of Man, and 
deſiring to know the manner of conducting this buſineſs at Shef- 
Held: In anſwer to which, the Sheffield Society had given them 
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' their manner of proceeding, and hoped it might be of ſome uſe, 
as the improvement they were about to adopt was certainly the beſt 
for managing large bodies in great and populous towns, viz. di- 
viding them into ſmall bodies or meetings of ten perſons each, and 
theſe ten perſons to appoint a delegate ; ten of theſe delegates to 
form another meeting; and /o on, delegating from one to another, till 
at laſt they are reduced to a proper number for conſlituting the Committee 
or Grand Council. | | | 
The Society at Sheffield“ expreſs their determination to obtain 
4 radical reform of the country, as ſoon as prudence and diſcretion 
will permit, and fo eſtabliſh it upon that ſyſtem which is conſiſtent with 
the Rights of Man; for theſe reaſons, they requeſt, that certain 
members of their Society may be admitted into the Conſtitutional 
Society, in order that the Society at Sheffield may be ſtrengthened, 
and enabled to extend uſeful knowledge from town to uillage, and from 
village to town, until the whole nation be ſufficiently enlightened and 

united in the ſame cauſe ; which, they ſay, cannot fail of being the 
caſe, wherever the moſt excellent works of Mr. T homas Paine find 
reſidence: - 
2 Conſtitutional Society at Mancheſter tranſmit copy of their 
reſolution to the Conſtitutional Society in London, in which 
they reſolve that their thanks are due to Mr. Thomas Paine, for the 
Publication of the Second Part of the Rights of Man, combining Prin- 

cidle and Practice: They flyle it a * of the higheſt importance to 
every nation under heaven, but particularly to this : They expreſs 
their hope, that in conſequence of the effe& of this work a com- 
plete reform in the preſent inadequate ſtate of the repreſentation of 
the people will be accompliſhed ; and that the other great-plans of 
public benefit which Mr . Paine has ſo powerfully recommended 
will ſpeedily be carried into effece. 5 
The delegates of the United Conſtitutional Societies at Nor- 
wich f communicate to the London Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation a number of reſolutions, in which they expreſs their 
happineſs at the admiſſion of the delegation from Sheffield, in order 
to form a plan of general information: They humbly beg to be ad- 
mitted to the ſame favour, and expreſs their wiſh that all the Societies 
of a ſimilar kind in England were ſtrongly and indiſſolubly united in one 
political body : They return their thanks to Mr. Thomas Paine, for 
his Firſt and Second Parts of the Rights of Man : They ſincerely 
wiſh that he may ſee his labours crowned with ſucceſs, in the gene- 
ral diffuſion of liberty and happineſs among mankind : They ſigniſy 
that their numbers are increaſing ; and they earneſtly entreat all 
their brethren to increaſe their aſſociations, in order to form one 
grand extenſive union of all the friends of general liberty. 

In a letter g to the Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, the Society at Stockport return thanks to the Correſponding 
Society, for their kindneſs, which they ſay will be uſeful in the 


* 14th March 1792. + 15th March 1792. 
y 24th March 1-9z. $ 27th September 1792. 
formation 
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formation of the infant Society at that place ; that they ſtand muck Society 
in need of their experience in this particular. They ſtate, that the: ment w 
have carefully peruſed the addreſſes, of which a parcel has been ſens hortsth 
them by the London Correſponding Society ; and obſerve on their tion, Ac 
contents in general, that the ſentiments hardly riſe to that height been fo 
which they expected from men ſenſible of their full claims to alto. they ha 
lute and uncontiollable liberty, 7. e. wnaccountable to any power The let! 
which they have not immediately conſtituted and appointed. They fur- „take 
ther ſtate, that theſe are their ſentiments, whatever be thoſe of the to tak 
London Correſponding Society, though in the preſent ſtate of po- * be ee 
litical knowledge # may be prudent not to avow them openly; the „alen 
dieſire to be informed of the means of accompliſhing their 3 * ciple, 
object; and they conclude with the following words: : _ 
, 1 ou 
We obſerve one expreſſion, which ſays, Num | | A le 
| c reforms would Bere take place, Ke. Ke. NE. the Sec 
| c Put we aſk, How is that parliament to be choſen? Can we ny 
io c expect it from the preſent order of things? Mould not the evil | 
| © be done away at once by the people Hendl in Convention — Does 5 
© it appear probable that the odious laws of which we complain. 3 
© will be aboliſhed by any other way ? Can the grievances ariſing * the 
from ariſtocracy be redre/Jed, whil the retains its preſent in t 
authority in the legiſlature ? Ic the univerſal right of conſcience ever * tigr 
© to be attained, while the B. maintain their ſeats on the 2 1 
* Your thoughts on theſe important points, we moſt earneſtly * Cauy 
« defire may be tranſmitted as ſoon as poſſible, not directed as 2 
« the laſt, as we fear it will excite ſuſpicion. 2 = 
| 6-1? | n 
(Signed) . * 
| | | 4 
A letter from Margarot * (the preſident) to the Friend 2 
Univerſal Peace and The Rights i» Ms at 8 Ee : 14 
With regard to the publications of he London Correſpondin | , 383 
Society, they are expreſſed in as ſtrong terms as prudence wil 3 
© permit, yet plainly enough to convince the public, that while : 1 
© we expect every thing from an honeſt and annual parliament, no- 0 ths 
© thing ſhort of ſuch a ſenate, choſen by the whole nation, will X righ 
6 latis'y us. The letter proceeds to ſtate an intention of counte- Wi 
nancing the ſtruggle of the French nation againſt deſpotiſm and Wi 
ariſtocracy, by addreſſing the French National Convention. fo . 
A copy of the addreſs is encloſed, and a concurrence of the i \ 
Stockport Society is ſolicited. The letter concludes thus: F 1 ef 
© on the contrary you diſapprove of that mark of zeal towards the F ny 
© only nation that has hitherto undertaken to reſtore mankind to 8 will 
| their juſt rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your objections. ; FI 
| A letter from the editors of The Patriot t, to the Secretary of F on 
the London Correſponding Society, expreſſes their commendation 
of the laudable ſpirit which has induced the London Correſponding 


* 71tb October 1792. 


+ 15th October 1792. 
| 1 Society 
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Society to addreſs the Convention of France; ſtates the encourage- 
ment which they had given to the Society at Stockport; and ex- 
horts the London Correſponding Society alſo to give ii their ſane- 
tion, advice, and ſupport j announces that ſeveral Societies have 
been formed within the laſt three weeks at Edinburgh, and that 
they had received ſome molt ſpirited communications | thence, 
The letter concludes : * We clearly foreſee that Scotland will ſoon 
© take the lead of this country; and conceive it will be neceſſary 
© to take the greateſt care that an umverſal communication ſhould 
© be conſtantly kept up between the ſeveral Societies, however 
© diſtant, and that all ſhould determine to act upon the ſame prin- 
© ciple, as near as may be, in a regular and active union. It was by 
© this method that France became ſo thoroughly united, and we 
© ought never to loſe fight of it. | 

A letter from the Secretary to the Society at Stockport , to 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, has theſe 
terms: e NET; 


] am directed by the Friends of Univerſal Peace and the Rights 
© of Man, to inform you that we received two letters from you, 
the firſt dated September 21, requeſting us to concert with you 
in tranſmitting to the French National Convention an addreſs 
* ſigned by every member, &c. &c. | | 

With reſpect to the ſub/lance of this letter, we believe that the 
© cauſe of the French is that of every individual perſon in Europe, 
© that is not fattening on plunder, or through 1gnorance, obſtinacy, 
© and inattention, fit unconcerned, and will not be perſuaded 10 
© conſider, although inevitable ruin ſhould be the awful conſe- 
* quence. | | b 

We therefore think it highly neceſſary to add our friendly aid 
© and affiftance, in order to ſtimulate the oppreſſed friends of freedom 
© in France againſt all the de/pots in Europe (who are combined 
© againſt the juſt and equal rights of man) by aſſuring them that 
we view their /ignal exertions and wonderful victories with admi- 

ration, together with the extin@ion of treacherous royalty, and 
© the reſtoring to every ind vidual his equal and indubitable 
© rights, as 22 men and free citizens ; and that our hearts 
© are united with theirs as in one common cauſe, conſidering as 
in a great meaſure their victory our emancipation, together with 
© thelf nn NES f | 

Vet, ſhould it ever be the caſe that our miniſtry ſhould be fo 
* perfidious as, contrary to their pledged fait of neutrality, to jcin 
* the execrable band of deſpots againſt the cauſe of frecsom, we 
* will ſtand forward, even to the hazarding our lives, by uſing 
* every juſtifiable means to counteract their machiuations, and 
© give to the friends of freedom all the encouragement and ſupport 
* which we ſeverally unſupported can afford.“ e977 


* 4d ing a 1792. 
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A letter to the Secretary of the London Society for Conſtitu. 
tional Information *, ſtates that the people of Leiceſter are to have 
their firſt adjourned meeting in a few days, and that they Rand in 
need of a ſort of creed for immediate publication ; and one from the 
Norwich Society + ſtates, that having found that the Friends of the 
People, and Society for Conſtitutional Information, do not exactly 


agree, they wiſh to know the reaſon, That it appears to them 


that the difference was this : The Friends of the People mean only 
a partial reform, becauſe they leave out the words expreſſing the 


Duke of Richmond's plan, and talk only of a reform; while the 


| Mancheſter people ſeem to intimate, by addrefling Mr. Paine, that 
they were intent upon republican prineiples only ; to come cloſe to 


the main queſtion, they deſire to know whether the generality of 


the Societies mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of Richmond's 


plan only, or whether it is their private deſign to rip up monarchy by the 


root, and to place democracy in its flead ? The letter then gives an ac- 
count of the plan which the Norwich Society wiſh to obtain, and 


which has already been moved for at their general meeting, namely, 


a full and equal repreſentation of the whole body of the people. 


The Mancheſter Reformation Society ſtate , that the cauſe of 
liberty goes on rapidly in that town; their numbers increaſe; and 


they deſire to be admitted to correſpond with the London Society 


for Conſtitutional Information. | 
A Society at Leiceſter | requeſt every particular requiſite to 


enable them to eſtabliſh a Conſtitutional Society there, fimilar 
to that in London, and thoſe at Mancheſter, Stockport, &c. 


They deſire all that is neceſſary by the firſt mail; they ſtate, that 
they want laws, orders, principles, creeds, addreſſes, declarations, 
and reſolutions; and a letter from a meeting at Coventry $ ſolicits 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information to tranſmit a 
plan of the Sheffield, or any other Society which they may think 


beſt adapted to produce the end of eſtabliſhing a Conſtitutional So- 


ciety at Coventry. 


When the London Correſponding Society found that their con- 
duct began ta attract notice, they publiſhed a long juſtification of 


it J, which they communicated to the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. This paper, the profeſſed object of which is to prove 


— 


the moderation of the Society, and to vindicate them from the im- 


putation thrown out againſt them, concludes in the following 


words: Let us wait, and watch the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, 


from which we have much to hope, and little to fear. The Houle 


of Commons may have been the ſource of our calamity—it may 


prove that of our deliverance ; ſhould it not, we truſt we ſhall not 


prove ourſelves unworthy of our forefathers, whoſe exertions in 


Ahe cauſe of mankind ſo well deſerve our imitation.” 


* gth Nov. 1792. 


+ 11th Nov; 2792. 
{| 25th Nov. 1792. 


8 26th Nov. 1792. 
4 | | YOUR 


. 4 14th Nov. 1792. 
4 30th Nov. 1792- 
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YOUR COMMITTEE have thus given a view of the differ- 
ent proceedings to the cloſe of the year 1792. *. Early in 1793 f. 
the joint correſpondence of the two Societies in London with the 
country Societies ſeems to have been directed to the oſtenſible pur- 
poſe of obtaining petitions to the Houſe of Commons in favour of a 
reform in the Parliamentary repreſentation, and alſo petitions from 
the ſame Societies againſt the continuance of the war. A ſeries of 
letters relating to theſe objects is inſerted in the Appendix: But 
your Committee think it neceſſary to call the particular attention of 
the Houſe to extracts from ſome part of this correſpondence, from 
which it will appear, that the meaſure of addreſſing petitions to the 
Houſe of Commons in 1793, on the ſubject of Parliamentary reform, 
was adopted without either any approbation of that mode of apph- 
cation, or any hope of ſucceſs in its profeſſed object; and that the 
Societies approved of thoſe petitions, even in the exceptionable lan- 
guage in which they were expreſſed, with no other view than that 
of accommodating themſelves, for a time, to ſuppoſed prejudices 
and circumſtances, and of opening the way to the proſecution of 
their deſign in that mode which they have ſince actually purſued, 
and which appears even then to have been in their contemplation. 
From ſome of theſe letters it is evident, that the London Corre- 
ſponding Society had, previous to the month of March 1793 (al- 
though the letter itſelf, in which they did ſo, has not been found), 
Rated, for the conſideration of the country Societies, three pro- 


poſitions: 


Firſt, A Petition to Parliament. 
Secondly, A Petition to the King. 
Thirdly, A Convention. 


And in a ſubſequent letter of the 4th of March, from the Cor- 
reſponding Society to the Society at Sheffield, there is this para- 


| graph 8 


With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimouſly of 
* opinion, that ſuch a petition will not produce a reform ; yet from 
many conſiderations we are now perſuaded, that , every Society in 
* the ifland will ſend forward a petition, we ſhall ultimately gain 
ground, for as much as it will force the members of the Senate 
* repeatedly to diſcuſs the ſubject, and their deliberations, printed 
in the different newſpapers, will moſt naturally awaken the public 
mind towards the object of our purſuit. The nation, once in- 
formed that a reform in Parliament is ſought for in different 
quarters, gives riſe to debates in the Houſe of Commons (and is 
* acknowledged in every rank to be wanting), will begin to exerciſe 
their own reaſons on the ſubject; arrived at that period, we pre- 
* ſame our buſineſs will be nearly accompliſhed.” 25 | 
& Appendix E. 


Appendix C. + 12th April. 
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In a letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich, dated 
th March 1793, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
they ſtate, that they ſee a great propriety in univerſal ſuffrage and 
annual election; but wiſh to know what has been collected to be 
the ſenfe of the people; that the Correſponding Societies of 
London have recently ſubmitted three propoſitions for their inveſ- 
tigation : | | 
Whether a petition to Parliament, or an addreſs to the King, or 
a Convention: They ſay, that they are a conquered people under 
that degrading neceſſity to ſtate their grievances to the Houſe of 
Commons, with a requeſt for redreſs ; and ſhould they refuſe to 
grant their reaſonable petitions, they have ſtill got (no thanks to 
them) a formidable engine that will convey the inſult to the re- 
moteſt parts of the kingdom. — As to the propriety of the ſecond, 
they ſay, they are dubious of its good confequences.—Laſtly, as to 
a Convention, they ſay, it is the object that they purſue ; that they eſteem 
any other means only it ſubordination to, and as having a tendency to ac. 
compliſh that defirable end; but, they add, wiſhing to be in union 
with their brethren, they deſire to know whether it is neceſſary to 
obtain ſignatures to a petition. | 


The anſwer to this letter from Norwich has been already men- ö 


rioned in the former Report: It refers to the three queſtions ſtated, 
and contains the paragraph inſerted in the former Report. 


© Where, then, are we to look for the remedy ?—to that Parlia- 
ment of which we complain to the Executive Power, which is 
implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in Parliament ?—or to our- 
ſelves, repreſented in ſome meeting of delegates for the eſpecial 
purpoſe of reform, which we ſuppoſe you underſtand by the term 
Convention? It then proceeds: 5 

It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions, that we ought to 
look to; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the eſſect of per- 
ſeverance, and the riſing hs of the time, let us determine with 
coolneſs, but let us perſevere with decifion. As to a Convention, 
we regard it as a plan, the moſt deſirable and moſt practicable, ſo 
ſoon as the great body of the people ſhall be courageous and vir- 
tuous enough to join us in the attempt. Hitherto we have no 
reaſon to believe that the moment is arrived for that purpoſe. As 
to any petition to the Crown, we believe it hopeleſs in its conſe- 
quences With reſpect to the laſt of the propoſals, we are at à 
loſs to adviſe. If the event is looked to in the vote which may 
be obtained from that body to whom this petition is to be ad- 
dreſſed, which of us can look to it without the proſpe& of an 
abſolute negative? In this point of view, therefore, it cannot re- 
quire a moment's conſideration. 

+ But if we regard the policy of ſuch a meaſure, it may, in our 
apprehenſion, be well worth conſidering as a warning voice to our 
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c preſent legiſlators, and as a ſignal for imitation to the majority of 
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4 Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally purſued, it 


't would hold out a certainty to our fellow-countrymen, that we are 


not a handful of individuals unworthy of attention or conſideration, 
« who defire the reſtoration of the ancient liberties of England; but, 
« on the contrary, it might bring into light that hoſt of well- 
meaning men, who, in the different towns and counties of this 
realm, are ſilently but ſeriouſly anxious for reformation in the go- 


„ ernment. _ | 


We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your laudable endea- 
« yours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the public 


« cauſe.? 


The letters of the Correſponding Society of the 17th May and 


25th July 1793, and of the Norwich Societies of the 5th of July, 


and various paſſages in the procecdings of the Scotch Convention, 
and of thoſe of the Society at Shetheld, will be found to contain 
additional proofs of what has been repreſented to be the real view and 
intention of preſenting theſe petitions ; but being ſubſequent to 
the time when theſe petitions were preſented, they will he more 
particularly referred to in flating the tranſactions during the re- 
mainder of the year 1793, of which your Committee will proceed 
to take notice. ö | 

After the rejection of the petitions in May 1793, and the determi- 
nation of the Houſe upon th ſubject of a change in the repreſenta- 
tion in Parliament, the correſpondence inſerted in the Appendix * 
will ſhow that the union and concert between the two Societies in 
London ſeem to have acquired additional firength, It is ſoon after 
diſtinctly ſtated, that more g fectual means than petitions muſt be adopted f; 
and early in the autumn of 1-93 f, the joint efforts of the two So- 
cieties were directed to the formation of a Convention at Edinburgh, 
to which delegates were to be fent from London, and were invited 
from many of the country Societies. Many of theſe Societies ac- 
tually ſent delegates; and of thoſe who did not, ſeveral approved 
of the meaſure, and only objected to the time; while others, ap- 
proving both of the time and of the meaſure, dechned any ſhare in 
it on account of their not having received a ſufficiently early no- 
tice, or of their being unable to afford the expenſe with which it 
was neceſſarily attended. 

The immediate foundations of theſe proceedings appear to have 
been a letter from the Correſponding Society &, May 17th, 1793, 
tothe Friends of the People at Edinburgh, which, after expreſſing 


their deſire 10 unite, not only with each other, but with every ather So- 


ciety throughout the nation, proceeds: Our petitions, you will have 
learned, have all been unſucceſsful ; our attention muſt novr, 
therefore, be turned to ſome more effe&tnal. means; from your 
Society we would willingly learn them, and you, on your part, may 


* Appendix C. | + Appendix C. 
1 25th, 28th OR. 8th Nov. and 6th Dec. 1793. TE 

$ Appendix E. | | 

* depend 
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depend upon our adopting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they are 
* conſtitutional ; and we hope the country will not be behind us. 
A letter from Skirving to Hes. dated 25th May 1793, is inſert- 
ed in the Appendix, and contains many paſſages which appear to be 
very material, but which will be more ieh referred to in the 
account of the correſpondence of the Scotch Convention. 8 
On the 1oth of June 1793, the Secretary of the Correſponding 


Society writes to the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at Bir- 
mingham : Wie are entirely of your opinion with regard to the 


< neceflity of a general union; and believe as you do, that when 
* once the country ſhall be ſo united, the Neros of the day will be 


forced to yield to the. juſt demand of a long and fore oppreſſed | 


people.? 


A letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, which appears 
to have been received by the Secretary of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, on the 25th of June 1793, contains the following pal- 
age: We received your friendly letter wherein you ſtated three 
« propoſitions ; firſt, a petition to his Majeſty ; or to Parliament; 
or, a National Convention. I gave my opinion on the ſubje& to 


the Conſtitutional Society at London, and found their ideas con- 


a XR «aA X @& 


vention, if circumſtances permitted, beſt of all.“ 


And in aletter from the Secretary of the Correſponding Society, | 


of the 25th of July 1793, which appears to be an anſwer to the 


foregoing, it is ſaid, * With regard to the queſtions themſelves, ; 


* however individuals may have made up their minds on them, the 
public ſeemed molt to approve of the mode of petitioning Parliament ; 


« we accordingly acquieſced, and ſent in a petition, ſigned by near 
© 6,000 perſons ; with this letter you will receive a copy of it, and 
of its fate you are doubtleſs not unacquainted.“ After ſay ing that 
their firmneſs is not confined to words, and that they will be fore- | 
moſt in aſſerting and recovering the loſt liberties of the country, 

Norwich Society to form a junction 


the letter recommends to the 
with all others aſſociated for the ſame purpoſe throughout che na- 


tion ; and above all orderly and courageouſly to art 8 oy ; 
hts without a ruggle; | 


the event, as they cannot expect to repoſjeſs their rig 
that it may be advantageous to humanity, that they ſhould ſhow 


themſelves at firſt an indignant oppreſſed people, in whom is not yet em : 


tirely extind the valour of their forefathers. 


In the month of October the reſolutions * were paſſed in the So- : 


ciety for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding 


Society, relative to the Convention at Edinburgh, which have been 


already taken notice of. 


The Society for Conſtitutional Information at Sheffield inſert, in 


a letter to the London Conſtitutional Society, the following ex- 


tract from a letter $, which was ſent to the Convention at Edin- 


| burgh : 


* Appendix C, ＋ Appendix E. § 1ſt November 1793. 
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genial to my own, viz. An addreſs to the King, futile ; a petition 
to Parliament, as a conquered people, tolerable ; a National Con- 
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That it would have given this Society the moſt heartfelt ſatiſ- 
faction to have had a delegation preſent at their approaching Con- 
vention, had we received timely notice of their wiſhes that it ſhould 
be ſo: But it unfortunately happens that all the Gentlemen belong- 
ing to the Society, which it would chooſe for ſo important a buſi- 
« neſs, are ſo previouſly engaged in affairs which they cannot poſſi- 
« bly poſtpone in ſo ſhort an interval, that it is not in our power to 
comply with their requiſition on the preſent occaſion. | 

- © This Society are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch a meaſure 
« its full effe&, it would be neceſſary that the other Societies in 
« South Britain ſhould have communication with each other on the 
« ſubje&, and be able to aſcertain that deputations would be ſent 


from, at leaſt, a majority of the Societies in this part of the king- 


« dom. And, to evince that we ſhould be happy to unite our ef- 
« forts with their's in one firm and ſettled plan, we aſſure them, 
that if they think proper to fix another meeting in Fanuary or He- 
© bruary, or any other time which may be more agreeable, and give us 
immediate notice thereof, and that they wiſh to ſee delegates from 
© the ſeveral Societies in this part of the kingdom, we will write to 
* all thoſe we are in correſpondence with, to get ſuch a delegation as 
may be truly reſpectable and important.” 


In a leter from the Conſtitutional Soetcty at Leeds, dated 5th 
November 1793 *, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information in 
kondon, is the following paragraph: | | 


© It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and approve of 
your having elected your delegates to ſerve upon ſuch a laudable 
« undertaking ; but, if you meant for the Leeds Society to adopt 
© the ſame meaſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer this imme- 
diately; as we are not ed with the time of their fitting, 
ve fear our delegates will be too late. | 


: | | a 

A letter + from the Society of Birmingham to the London Con- 
ſtitutional Society 4 ſtates, that they had received a letter from the 
Conſtitutional Society, wh'ch had obtained the approbation of every 
member preſent, and that they would at all times concur with the 
Conſtitutional Society in any meaſure that may have a tendency to 
haſten the return of departed liberty; that the object of tlie miſ- 
tion of delegates to the Scotch Convention is a mealure upon which 
deponds the regeneration of Britain from a ſtate of flavery to a ſtate of 


freedom and happineſs; and that the Society at Birmingham have 


only to regret that, at preſent, their ability will not allow them to 
co-operate with the Conſtitutional Society, by ſending a delegate 
to the Convention at Edinburgh; and this they {tate to be one of 


the calamities of the war. 


The Society at Coventry tranſmit & to the London Conſtitu- 
tional Society the copy of. a reſolution of the 28th October 1793, 


1 Anzendix E. + 6th Nov. 1793. 1 Appendix E. 
d igth Nov, 1793. l Appendix E. | ; 
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relative to the election of delegates, comtaunicating their approba. 
tion of a meaſure which they conceive peculiarly calculated to ac. 
celerate the acquiſition of the object propoſed. 1 


THE PROCEEDINGS of the Convention, which aſſembled 
at Edinburgh in the cloſe of 1793, appear to your Committee to 
have been of ſuch importance, and to throw ſo much light upon the 
fubje& of this part of the Report, that it has been thought neceſſary 
to give a connected account of them in this place, with references 
to extracts from the minutes of that affembly inſerted in the Ap. 
pendix “; and, in order to render this account more complete, it 


may be neceſſary ſhortly to recur to the proceedings of two other 


meetings which had taken place at Edinhurgh an an earlier pe- 
riod. | 

A number of perſons, ſtyling themſelves a General Convention 
of Delegates from the Societies of the Friends of the People through- 
eut Scotland, appear, from the papers laid before the Committee, 


to have aſſembled at Edinburgh on the 11th of December 1792, for 


the purpoſe, as they alleged, of concerting meaſures for obtaining a 
redreſs of grievances, and for reſtoring the freedom of election, and 
an equal repreſentation of the people in Parliament — This meet- 
ing was compoſed of a number of perſons aſſembled from different 


parts of Scotland, and delegated by the various Clubs and Societies 


which had lately been eſtabliſhed in that country under the name ef 


The Friends of the People. They amounted to about 170, amongſt 


whom were ſome perſons of a higher ſituation and rank in life, 
moit of whom however afterwards diſcontinued their attendance, — 
Skirving, fince convicted and tranſported by ſentence of the Court 
of Juſticiary, acted as their Secretary, and continued uniformly to 
act in that capacity. 

After fitting a few days, this Convention appears to have ad- 
journed to the end of April 1793, when they again aſſembled, 
though not in ſuch numbers as before, Skirving ſtill officiating as 


their Secretary, and” correſponding with all the Societies in Scot- 


land, and ſeveral in England, on the ſubject of a reform in Parlia- 


ment. This Convention ſeparated in four days, and appointed 3 


their next meeting to take place at Edinburgh on the 29th of 
October following. | N 

About the time when the firſt Convention ſepara: ed, in April 
1793, a correſpondence ſeems to have commenced between Skirving 
(the Secretary) and various Societies in England ; and the iyttem 
of uniting all theſe Societies in Great Britain and Ireland, in com- 
mon meaſures, appears to have been regularly acted upon. From 
a variety of letters found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving when appre- 
hended at Edinburgh on the'5th December 1793, it appears that 
he correſpended, as Secretary of the Scotch Convention, with the 
following Societies: 
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The Soejety for Conſtitutional Information, Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, London ; | „V 

The London Correſponding Society; 

The Society of the Friends of the People, Free Maſons? Tavern, 
London; ? 

The Sheffield Conſtitutional Society; 

Leeds Conſtitutional Society; | 

Nottingham ET, for promoting a Parliamentary Reform 
and a Society at Norwich. | | 


Wet a ye FE 4 
TX : 22 


The correſpondence with the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society 
commences in April 1793. | 

Three letters | 6 their Secretary were found in the poſſeſſion of 
Skirving, to whom they are addreſſed. * 

The Fl of theſe, incloſing a copy of the petit ion then about to 
be preſented to the Houſe of Commons—The ſecond, incloſing_a 
{et of reſolutions againſt the war, which the Secretary tranſmits, 
with a requeſt that they ſhould be adopted by all the Societies in 
Great Britain—And the third, dated the 27th of May *, after ac- 
knowledging the receipt of a letter of the 1oth of that month from 


WR communicating-to the Sheffield Society the proceedings 
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of the Convention at Edinburgh, which ſeparated in April, approves , 
of its proceedings, and ſtates an addreſs made by their late preſi- 6 
dent to the Sheffield Society, which, after eomplaining of the late 1 
rejection of the Sheffield petition in the Houſe of Commons, de- 1 
clares, that a reform in Parliament can never be brought about but by 1 
the powerful interpgſitiam of the great body of the 2 5 Wo 11 
The Society of Leeds begin their correſpondence with Skirving, 00g 
by a letter of the 2gth of May 1793 +, by deſiring fraternal com mu- bn. 
nication with the Society of Edinburgh, requeſting its aſſiſtance and j {7 
inſtruction, and that though their numbers are few, not exceeding "#48 
200, they are men, and determined to inſtruct their neighbours in 1 
their common intereſt. a . | 0 | 


On the 18th of May 1793, the Friends of the People, Free Ma- 1 
ſons' Tavern, London, paſſed a vote of thanks | to the Convention © 22800 
which had taken place the beginning of that year, for their zeal and _ 
activity in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, and recommended a 
continuance of the ſame ſpirit, induſtry, and temper, during the re- 
ceſs of Parliament. This vote & appears to have been tranſmitted 
to Skirving in a letter from the Secretary, which requeſts that the 
vote of thanks might be communicated to the various Societies in 
Scotland, 1 | | 

On the 23d of July, the Secretary of the Friends of the People 
vrote another letter to Skirving || (apparently in anſwer to a letter 
from him on the ſubje&), in which are the following paſſages— 
* The plan of delegates would be very improper in this country at 


* Vide Appendix F. (No. 1.) + Vide Appendix F. (No. 2) 
} Vide Appendix F. (No. 3.) y Vide Appendix F. (No. 4.) 
| Vide Appendix F. (N. f.) | 
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© preſent. A very ſmall part of it indeed would be active for re. 
form. If ſuch a meeting is attempted, it will operate, like many 
© raſh ſteps of ſome who with well to the eauſe, much to its diſad- 
vantage. ' | 
Another letter, dated the 29th of October, from the Secretary 
of the Friends of the People in London *, addrefled alſo to Skir- 
ving, acknowledges the receipt of ſeveral copies of the Trials of 
Muir and Palmer, which he ſays he will bind up with the Trial of 
Paiue, and recommends to the Seottiſh Convention to avoid the 
violence which has done miſchief to the cauſe of reform in Eng- 
land. | | 1 


The correſpondence of the London Correſponding Society with 


Skirving, previous to May 1793, does not appear ; but a letter of 
the 17th of this month, from the Secretary to Skirving, which has 
been already referred to, ſolicits a rehewal of correſpondence, and 
more intimate co-operation. | | Ry” 

To this an anſwer was returned by Skirving, dated 25th May 
| $593, which has alſo been before referred to, and has the following 


remarkable paſſages : 


Alf we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of intereſted men 
© from the management of national affairs that place might be given 
© to another ſet, without affecting the vital of the ſyſtem adverſe to 
< reform, this might be eaſily accomphſhed ; but to cut up wide and 
©. deep-rooted prejudices, to give effectual energy to the dictates of 
© truth in favour of public virtue and national proſperity, in oppoſi- 
© tion to ſelf, and all its intereſted habits, and to withſtand and over- 
< awe the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the work of the 
© hole, and not of a part ;—a work to which mankind, till this 
© awful period, were never adequate; becauſe never, till now, dil 
© poſed to fraternize. 5 5 
Let us begin in earneſt to make vp our minds relative to the 


extent of reform which we ought to ſeek, be prepared to juſtify | 


it, and to controvert objections. Let us model the whole in the 


which we would ere& ; ſo that when the tabernacles of oppreſſion | 


4 

= | 
: public mind. Let us provide every flake and ſtay of the tabernacle | 

in the palaces of ambition are broken down, under the madneſs and 


< folly of their ſupporters, we may then, without anarchy and 


< all dangerous delay, ereQ at once our tabernacle of rightcoul: 


© neſs.” SY 


On the 5th of October the Secretary of the London Correſpond- } 
ing Society again writes to Skirving 4, highly approving of the 
idea of a Convention, and expreſſing his belief that the London 1 
Correſponding Society will ſend delegates to it: Our freevom, 8 
© as you juſtly obſerve, depends entirely on ourſelves, and upon o 
© availing ourſelves of this opportunity, which once loſt may not bo 


© ſo ſoon recovered.” 


Vid: Appendiz F. (No. 6.) 12 Vide Appendix E. 
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On the 8th-of November, he again writes to the delegates Mar- 
garot and Gerald , then at Edinburgh, informing them of what 


had been doing in the Society ſince their departure; and requeſts 


to be fivoured-* with the number of delegates in the Convention, 


and the number from England alſo, and how the civil and military 
© power reliſhes your meeting. 2 | 
On the 2yth of November he again writes to them, ſtating that 


” 


the General Committee are highly pleaſed with the propoſed 


union with our Northern brethren ; and beg you will uſe every 
« exertion in your power to eſtabliſh that deſirable union upon a 
« firm and permanent baſis. It gives us great pleaſure and encou- 


© ragement to hear that the ſpirit of liberty is ſo flouriſhing in the 
Notth; and are happy to inform you that the ſame noble ſpirit” 


is making a rapid progreſs in the South.“ 

The ;nffrutions from the Correſponding Society to Margarot 
and Gerald, dated the 24th of October 1793, ſigned by their Chairs 
man and Secretary, were alfo found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving. 
They-confilt of nine different articles. By article iſt, the delegate 


is inſtructed, that © he ſhall on no. account depart from the original 


object and principles of this Society, namely, the obtaining an- 


* mal Parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage by rational and: lawful 


im ins: | 


* 2d, To ſupport the opinion that Repreſentatives in Parliament 


( ought to be paid by their conſlituents: a 
© 5th. That it is the duty of the people to reſiſt any Act of Par- 


© lament repugnant to the originał principles of the conſtitution, aa 


© would: be every attempt to prohibit Aſſociations for the purpoſe 
© of reform.“ | 

The inſtructions by the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
to their delegates were alſo found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving ; the 
purport of Which has been already ſtated in the former Report of 
the Committee. | 


There was likewiſe found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving, a letter 1 
from the Secretary of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, addreſſed : 


Jo the members of the Scotch Convention, and which is inſerted 
at full length in the Appendix I, | 

From the papers produced to the Committee, it appears that 
this Conyention did: accordingly aſſemble at Edinburgh on the 28th” 
of October laſt, to the number of about 150 perſons; and after 
ſitting four days, in the hope of being joined by the delegates from 
England, they ſeparated, in the apprehenſion that the Engliſh de- 
legates did not mean to attend. Two days afterwards Margarot - 
and Gerald, with two other perſons, one of them a delegate from 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the other 
2 delegate from Sheffield, arrived in Edinburgh. Skirving imme- 
diately called together a new Convention, to meet upon the lyth 

November; and in an advertiſement inſerted in the newſpaper 


* Vide Appendix F. (No, 7.) 


+ 13th November 1793. 
; Mpendix F. Na. 8.) | , 
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called the Edinburgh Gazetteer“, and by hand- bills, ſtrongly urged 
the neceſſity of the delegates throughout Scotland attending to this 
meeting. . | 

"ont the 4th or 5th of November, Meſſrs. Hamilton Rowan 
and Butler, members of the Society of United Iriſhmen of 
Dublin, arrived at Edinburgh from Ireland, though with no im- 
mediate commiſſion on this buſineſs ; but during the week they re- 
mained 1n that place, they, with the Engliſh delegates, attended the 
meeting of the General Committee of the Convention, in which it 
was agreed to receive theſe two gentlemen as delegates from the 
Society of United Iriſhmen. Mr. Hamilton Rowan appears to 
have acknowledged, by voluntary declaration before the Sheriff of 
Edinburgh, that he had been ſolicited by letter from Scotland on 
the ſubje& of ſending delegates from the Society of United Iriſh- 
men to attend the Frans, Convention; but he declined mention- 
ing the names of the perſon or perſons who had ſo correſponded 
with him. = 

This Convention accordingly met on the 19th of November, to 
the number of about 160, and rather a greater proportion of country 
delegates than before. Rowan and Butler were by this time re- 
turned to Ireland. But the Engliſh delegates remained, and 
regularly attended the Convention as long as it continued to 
meet, Eh | 

During the three firſt days the Convention appears, from its mi- 
nutes, to have chiefly employed itſelf on matters of form ; but hav- 
ing on the 22d November 1793, changed its title to that of * The 
* Britiſh Convention of Delegates of the People, affociated 10 obtain 
* Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments,” they, in almoſt every 

articular, aſſumed the ſtyle and mode of proceeding adopted by the 
Nationgl Convention of France. They divided themſelves into 
Sections Committees of Organization, Inſtructions, Finance, and 
Secrecy ; denominated their meetings Sittings ; granted honours of 
fittings; made honourable mention in their minutes of patriotic 
donations ; entered their minutes as made in the firſt year of the 
Britiſh Convention; inſtituted Primary Societies; Provincial Af- 
ſemblies and Departments; received from the Sections a variety of 
motions and reports —ſome of which have the words * Vive le 
« Convention? prefixed to them, and end with * ga ira; and ſome 
dated © Firft year of the Britiſh Convention, one and indiviſible. 

Having at laſt, on the 28th of November, with peculiar ſolemnity, 
paſſed a reſolution, which neceſſarily attracted the attention of the 
law officers of the Crown, the ringleaders, with all their papers, 
were ſeized, early on the morning of the 5th of December, and car- | 
ried before the proper magiſtrate for examination. The Reſolution 
alluded to, and which appears from the Minutes (extracts from 
which are ſtated in the Appendix) to have been the ſubject of ire- 
quent and deliberate on Jeradioh: was deemed by the Convention 
as not expedient to be inſerted immediately in its proper place. The 


Appendix F. (No. g.) 17 
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inſertion of it appears to have been poſtponed till the cloſe of the 
Convention, and a blank was left for that purpoſe in the Minutes. 
The motion, with the reſolutions founded thereon, was diſcovered 


amongſt the, papers of the delegate from the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information in London, and is of the following tenor : 


© Reſolved, That the following declaration and reſolutions be 
© inſerted at the end of our minutes; vix. 
© That this Convention, conſidering the calamitous conſe- 
'* quences of any act of the Legiſlature which, may tend to de- 
« prive the whole or any part of the people of their undoubted 
© right to meet, either by themſelves or by delegation, to diſcuſs 
any matter relative to their common intereſt, whether of a pub-- 
lie or private nature, and holding the ſame to be totally incon- 
ſiſtent with the firſt principles and ſafety of ſociety, and alſo 
ſubverſive of our known and acknowledged conſtitutional li- 
© berties, do hereby declare, before God and the world, that we 
-* ſhall follow the wholeſome example of former times, by paying 
no regard to any act which ſhall militate againſt the conſtitution 
of our country, and ſhall continue to aſſemble and conſider of 
the beſt means by which we can accompliſh a real repreſenta- 
tion of the people, and annual election, until compelled to deſiſt 
© by ſuperior force. | | 
And we doreſolve, That the firft notice given for the intro- 
- * duction of a Convention Bill,” or any bill of a ſimilar tendency 
* to that paſſed in Ireland in the laſt ſeſſion of their Parliament; 
Or any Bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
or the act for preventing wrongous Impriſonment, and againſt 
* unduedelays in trial in North Britain; | 
Or in caſe of an invaſion ; or the admiſſion of any foreign 
troops whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland; | 
All or any one of theſe calamitous circumſtances, ſhall be a 
« fignal to the ſeveral delegates to repair to ſuch place as the 
Secret Committee of this Convention ſhall appoint ; and the 
* firſt ſeven members ſhall have power to declare the ſittings per- 
* manent, ſhall conſtitute a Convention, and twenty-one proceed 
© to buſineſs; | : 
* The Convention doth therefore reſolve, That each delegate, 
immediately on his return home, do convene his conſtituents, 
* and explain to them the neceſſity of electing a delegate or de- 
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- © legates, and of eſtahliſhing a fund, without delay, againſt any 

i of theſe emergencies, for his or their expence ; and that they FR 
„ do inſtruct the faid delegate or delegates to hold themſelves = 
a4 ready to depart at one hour's warning.” [BY 
» WM 1 
WO Theſe Reſolutions appear, from the minntes, to have been im- 1 
n mediately followed up by the appointment of a Secret Com- Ef: 
ie | mittee, whoſe powers and mode of proceeding are preciſely and MN 


distinctly marked out in the minutes of the Convention. It is pro- 
| : | per 
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per farther to ſtate, that on the 4th of December, the day pre- 
ceding the arreſt of the ringleaders, when they probably had either 
received information, or had ſuſpected from their own conduct that 
meaſures were to be taken againit them, the Convention, on the mo- 
tion of Margarot, unanimouſly reſolved, x | 
That the moment of any illegal diſperſion of the Britiſh Con- 
<.vention ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to the delegates to repair 
to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of Emer- 
« gency by the Secret Committee; and that the Secret Com- 
«© mittee be inſtructed, without delay, to proceed to fix the place of 
meeting.“ | 
Upon the evening of the 5th of December, the Convention met, 
notwithſtanding the arreſt of their leading members on the morning 
of that day, and proceeded inſtantly to declare themſelves perma- 
nent, and to meet in ſpite of the magiſtrates; but were prevented 
from proceeding further by the unexpected appearance of the ma- 
giſtrates, to whoſe authority they refuſed to ſubmit, until the Provoſt 
of the city ſeized the Sheffield delegate, their Preſident, and com- 
lled him to leave the chair. They again met on the evening of 
the 6th of December, in a houſe. in the ſuburbs of the city, and 
were proceeding with the ſame violence as on the preceding even- 
ing, when the Sheriff of the county interrupted and diſperſed them. 
Since this period no public meeting has been held; but they have 
continued to meet privately and in different Societies, and appear 
{ill to carry. on a ſecret correſpondence with various parts of Eng- 
land and Scotland. An abſtract of the minutes of this Conven- 
tion, and of the moſt material motions and proceedings held amongſt 
theſe perſons, and three letters to the Secretary of the Correſpond- 
ing Society, are ſubjoined in the Appendix to this Report'*, 


SUBSEQUENT to the diſperſion of the Scotch Convention, 
the plan for calling another Convention in England became the 
immediate object of the two Societies in London. An account of 
their proceedings for this purpoſe has already been la:d before the 
Houſe in the former Report; but in order to give a more connected 
view of the whole ſubject, your Committee have inſerted, in order 
of time, in the Appendix, the ſame proceedings to which they 
have already referred. Your Committee having obſerved, that the 
variation between the entry on the books of the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Iaformation, of the 11th of Aprit 1794, and the entry of 
the Report received the ſame day, from the joint Committee of the 
two Societies, is likely to he rehed on, as tending to ſhow that the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information did not concur with their 
Committee in the deſign of aſſembling a pretended General Con- 
vention of the people, have inſerted at full length in the Appendix i 
all that appears in the books of the Conſtitutional Society on that 


® Appendiz F. Nos. 30, 17, 12, and 13. + Appendi C. ä 
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ſubject. They have alfo thought it right to inſert the account given 
of this tranſaction, in the examination of Mr, Thompſon, a member 
of this Houſe, to which they refer *. | | 
In purſuance of the plan which they have adopted, the Committee 
have next inſerted ſuch correſpondence and proceedings of the 
Societies in the country, as have paſſed ſince 12 diſperſion of the 
Convention at Edinburgh with relation to the meaſures to be taken 
in conſequence of that event, and to their concurrence in the 
deſign, formed in London, for affembling another Convention in 
England. | | 1 
t a general meeting of Delegates, held at Norwich +, it was una- 
aimouſly reſolved, That one or more delegates ſhall be ſent to the 
next General Convention, as ſoon as called for by their London cor- 
reſpondents 1. \ 
na letter 5 to the Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety |], from the Norwich Societies, they deſire to know whether 
the Friends of the People conſent to a Convention, and whether 
they will take an active part Many of our friends are fully con- 
viaced of the nece/fity, legality, und rationality of a Convention; but 
© quere whether the time be expedient? | 
Some perſons, who deſcribe themſelves as Friends to a radical Re- 
form, write from Newcaſtle upon Tyne **, to the Secretary of the 
Correſponding Society , that they dare aſſert the natural and un- 
alienable rights of man, and have formed themſelves into Societies, 
which meet weekly, admitting none but &nown friends, and have af- 
ſumed no name but that of Newſpaper Companies. They wvere in 
great 2 evhile the Britiſh Convention continued to act; but after 
their ſuppreſſion, a damp was caſt on the whole—Subferiptions were 
ready to be tent off the very night they were ſuppreſſed.— They 
with to copy the example of the London Correſponding Society, 
and to know their views and intentions as ſoon as convenient; and 
deſiring to be favoured with the correſpondence of that Society, 
they conclude, by expreſſing a hope that the hydra of tyranny 
and impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine of truth and 


'© reaſon.” The Correſponding Society return an anſwer, in which 


they exhort the Society at Newcaſtle to be aſſured that the glorious 
reign of Liberty and Equality will, ere long, be eſtabliſhed, and 
modern governments, with every ap5endage of wickedneſs and currup- 
tion, will flee from their genial influence. They complain of the 


rapid advances of deſpotiſm in Great Britain, and expreſs their rea- | 


dineſs cordially to unite with every Society in the three kingdoms, 
who have for their object a fill and effectnal repreſentation of the 
beople; they therefore have depatcd fix of their members to meet 
x members of the Society for Conftitwwional Information, to form 
a Committee of Correſpondence and Co operation. Ph Com- 
mittee meets regularly twiee a Weck, and any member delegated 
* Appendix G. 
§ 29th April 1-94, 
tf Appendix I. 


7 24th Feb. 1794. + Appendix I. 
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© by your Society will meet with every information required. We 
© incloſe you a few of our reſolutions, entered into at our General 
Meeting on the 14th of April, which will be ſufficiently explana- 
tory of our ſentiments and views. We heartily concur with you 
in wiſhing that the hydra of tyranny and impoſition may ſoon fall 
under the guillotine of truth and reaſon.” 
A letter * to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society 
from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield +, 
gives an account of a meeting at Halifax. The Friends of Peace 
and Reform at Halifax held a general public meeting in the open 
air, on April 21ſt, 1794, at which were many Friends from Leeds, 
Wakefield, Huddersheld, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbour- 
hood. The Friends of Freedom, after the meeting, agreed to hold 
a General Meeting of Delegates, in order to coafider of the meaſures 
to be adopted by them preparatory to a General Convention. The people 
of Halifax were adviſed by the Society at Sheffield, to defer the 
meeting of delegates until further information "my the London Corre- 
ſponding Society on that ſubject; and, for that reaſon, application 
was made to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, re- 
queſting as early intelligence as poſſible on that important buſineſs. 
The Society at Briſtol applaud the reſolution of the London 
Correſponding Society for forming another General Convention f, and 
Rate F that their increaſing numbers give them every reaſonable hope 
of ſoon being able more effectually to co-operate with that Society; 
they deſire a ſketch of the plan reſpecting the General Convention. 
In the anſwer of the London Correſponding Society it is ſtated, 
that a printed circular letter from them has been determined upon, 
of which the Society at Briſtol may expect a copy in a few days. 
This refers to the circular letter for calling a Convention, inſerted by 
your Committee in their former Report. | 
Your Committee have thought it right in this place to call the 
attention of the Houſe to the proceedings of a meeting held at 
Sheffield on the 7th of April 1794, which form a very material part 
of theſe tranſactions; although it does not appear that at that meet 
ing any reſolution was paſſed expreſſing an intention to ſend dele- 
gates to the intended Convention. - 8 
Theſe proceedings conſiſt of an addreſs to the King; an addreſs 
to the nation; certain reſolutions ; and ſpeeches (printed together 
with them, and) delivered on the ſame day by a perſon calling him- 
ſelf Henry Yorke. The title is as follows: | 


Proceedings of the Public Meeting held at Sheffield, in the 

© open air, on the 7th of April 1794, and alſo an Addrels to 
the Britiſh Nation, being An Expoſition of the Motives 
© which have determined the people of Sheffield to peti/ion the 
« Houſe of Commons no more en the Subject of Parliamentai} 
Reform. 1 N 

* 11th May 1794. . + Appendix H. 

1 Appendix H. § 24th April 1794. n In 
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In the courſe of theſe proceedings, it was moved, That a peti- 
« tion be preſented to the Houſe of Commons, for a Reform in the 
« Repreſentation of the People in Parliament: But ſo marked was 
the diſapprobation given by the whole monting to this meaſure, that 
not one - ſingle, perſon ſeconded the motion, but a moſt profound 
filence, interrupted only by a few murmurs, was obſerved. 

An account 1s afterwards given of one of Yorke's ſpeeches, in 
which, after ſpeaking of general hiſtory, there is the following 
paſſage : | *; . a 

It muſt be granted that this experience is important, becauſe it 


« teaches the ſuffering nations of the preſent day, in what manner 
© to prepare their combuſtible ingredients, and humaniſts in what man- 


ner enlindle them, ſo as to produce with effect that grand political | 


« exploſion, which at the ſame time that it buries deſpotiſm, already 
© convulfive and agonizing, in ruins, may raiſe up the people to the 
« dignity and ſublime grandeur of freedom. 33 

© When ſuch a revolution of ſentiment ſhall have diſperſed the 
© miſts of prejudice z when, by the inceſſant thunderings from the 
© preſs, the meaneſt cottager of our country ſhall be enlightened, 
* and the ſun of reaſon ſhall ſhine in its fulleft meridian over us, 
© then the commanding voice of the whole people ſball recommend the ſive 
* hundred and Jifty-erght Gentlemen in St. Stephen's Chapel to go about 
* their buſineſs.” | | TE 


The reſolutions adopted at the meeting were: 8 


5 iſt, That the people being the true and only ſource of govern- 

* ment, the freedom of ſpeaking and writing upon any ſubject, can- 

not be denied to the members of a free government, without 

offering the groſſeſt inſult to the majeſty of the people. 

* 2d. That therefore the condemnation of citizens Muir, Palmer, 

* dkirving, Margarot, and Gerald, to tranſportation, for expoſing 

the corruptions of the Britiſh government, was an act better ſuited 
to the maxims of a deſpotic than a free government. 


© 3d. That the addreſs which has now been read, be preſented to | 


* the King, in behalf of the above perſecuted patriots. | 
* 4th. That in every country where the people have no ſhare in 
their government, taxation is tyranny. | 1 . 
* 5th. That therefore a government is tyrannical or free, in pro- 
portion as the people are equally or unequally repreſented. TH 
* 6th. Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this meeting 


that the JO ought to demand as a right, and not petition as a 


* favour, for univerſal repreſentation. 
© 7th. That therefore we will petition the Houſe of Commons 
no more on this ſubject.. 3 | 
And laſtly (after agreeing to a petition to the King reſpecting 
Ty {layery, and paſſing ſeveral reſolutions on that ſubject), 
_ © defired to ſee that the above reſolutions be carried into effe& ; and 
Vor. IV. m— n . that 


at the Committee of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society be 
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r that they prepare an addreſs to the Britiſh nation, explanatory of 
the motives which have induced this Meeting to adopt the reſolu- 

tion of no more petitioning the Houſe of Commons on the ih. 

ject of reform. gy | 


The following paſſages are extractęd from this Addreſs : 


4 Friends and Countrymen, "BW 
* We have this day decided, with the exception of only one dil. 


c ſentient voice, that the Houſe of Commons ſhall never again he | 


« petitioned by us on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform.” 

The Addreſs then recites the words of the petition of the 8th of 
April 1793, L“ That the Houſe of Commons is not in the fact 
« ſenſe of the words what your petitioners are from form obliged jo 
term it, 9/2, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- 
* bled;*]*and then proceeds, in different paſſages, as follows: 


© Our Petition was received with the utmoſt indignation by the | 


* Houſe of Commons, which was no more than we expected 
And althovgh our Petition was diſdainfully rejeQed, becauſe 
not couched in language ſufficiently polite and reſpectful for the 


© five hundred and fifty-cight Gentlemen who fit at the Houſe of Com- 


< mons; yet, believe us, fellow citizens, we are {till of opinion, 
that the matter it contained was not only juſt and proper, but, we 
« think, that even the language which gave ſo much offence to the 
honourable Gentlemen was much too polite and too moderate for ns. 
For if the Houſe of Commons were the real repreſentativ.s of the 
people, we certainly had a right 20 didate, and not to petition, be- 
« cauſe they could be conſidered in no other light than as the organs 
of the public will; and if they refuſed to obey that will, they 
would be uſurpers and not repreſentatives.—  _ 
© However the Petition, ſuch as it was, being termed diſreſpeQ- 
© ful, was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 29 only 
* who voted for its being received, and 108 who voted againſt it. 
Such imperious treatment rather gives warning than firikes 
© terror.” | | ; 
We ſaid to the Houſe of Commons, We are wronged and ag- 
© grieved: Will you right us, and redreſs our grievances, or will y;u 
not? 1f you vill, we ſhall be ſatisfied 5 if you will not, awe ſhall ſeek 
| © redreſs ſome other way. T his is the ſole queſtion with us; and awe put 
c it, as we thought, in a moſt becoming yl. to the Houſe of Commons. 
But our petition being ſcouted, we ſhall trouble ibem no more with our 
* coarſe and unmannerly langu ge. It will be our duty to proceed, 
© as we have uniformly. done hitherto, in enlightening the public 
mind; and chen a complete revolution of fervent ot tale place (as 
« evill ſhortly be the cafe) in our country, we ſhall open our mouths 
in that key we think moſt agreeable to ourſelves.” * And our voice, 
* together with that of our disfranchiſed courtrymen, will reſemble, fere 
© haps, the thunderings from Mount Sinai ” _ | 
6 uf who have a right to ſbeak in a difatorial tone, diſgrace them» 
* ſelves by petitioning,” —» _ „ 8 
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' + Theſe effential principles are both eaſy and comprehenſive. On 
e theſe we build our right to repreſentation, and reaounce the idea of 
« ſiture petitions. By theſe maxims, we find that every Engliſh nan 
© is free; aud that in the een of a ſupreme nagiſtrale, or in the de- 


8 -2 N 


« legationi of leg iſlative powers, he concedes his aAtons to a certain 
© ſuperintendence, for the expreſs purpoſe of preventing liberty 
from vaulting over its limits, and introducing a ſyſtem of 1 
violence, injury, or licentiouſneſs. And although either of hehe 
foo del-gated powers be ſaificient to keep any individual to his duty, 
or to controul every aſſociation in the community, yet they are 
© alw1ys inferior to the force which the whole ſociety might exert, and 
© are amenable to that ſociety, either in an aſſembly of the nation, or 
© in a deputation formed for the purpoſe, — 25 | 
© 43s of Parliamen!, unleſs ſauctioned by the approving voice of 
the whale community, or their repreſentatives, are nothing leſe than 
* arbitrary edits under different names, and bear a ſtrong reſemblance 
© to the reſcripts of the-Emperors, or the decretals of the Vatican. 
What is the conſtitution to us, if we are nothing to it? And 
© what is any government but tyranny, in which the people have no 
© ſhare? The conſtitution of Britain, indeed, is highly extolled, as 
« the greatelt effort of human wiſdom ; ſo is the conſtitution of 
Turkey at Conſtantinople : But theſe are prejudices; and the 
© long tyranny of prejudice is verging to 4 ſpeecy termination. 
« Yes, countrymen, we demand equality of rights, in Which is 
© included equality of repreſentation ; without which terror is law, 


* by the ſacred voice of the people. We are not ſpeaking of that 
„ viſionary equality of property, the practical aſſertion of which 
* would deſolate the world, and re-plunge it into the darkeft and 
' wildeſt barbariſm; but that equality we claim is to make the ſlave 
© man, the man a citizen, and the citizen an integral part of the 
* ſkate ; to make him a joint ſovereign, and not a ſubjed.” 


The reaſons which induced the meeting at Sheffield to omit any 
reſolutions upon the ſubject of the inteaded Convention, have been 
diſtinctly ſtated, by two p-rſons who had been Secretaries to the 
Conſtitutional Society in that town. SD 
From their examination it appears, that a number of printed cir- 
eular letters had heen received at Sheffield from the Secretary to the 
London Correſponding Society, relative to a Convention, and that the 
Sheffield Society objected to the calling it at this time, but had no ob- 
jection to the meaſure itſelf; that it was their opinion that the Britiſh 
Convention at Edinburgh ought to have ſecured the confidence of 
the people by a public addrels to the nation, before they had ven- 
tured to ſit as a permanent body; and that the addreſs from Shef- 
held to che nation, containing a recommendation that no more 
petitions ſhould be preſented to Parliament, was intended to prepare 
the people for a Convention. | 
While theſe proceedings were taking place in different parts of 
England, with a view to a general Convention, it appears from the 
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information contained in the letters from the Se 

which have been already referred to, that aire of lade tei, 
eney were carrying on with great activity, and to a great 3 
Scotland. The appointment of delegates to attend à Conventi * 
be aſſembled at ſome place in England at an early period . 8 
have been very generally recommended by the Committee at Edu. 


3 | | | 

| The naming the place was for the preſent omittec it waz 
romĩſed to be horthy announced throuph the pony e 
in the ſame manner as appears from the circular letter of the Low 
don Correſponding. Society (inſerted in the former Report) to 5 
been intended in this part of the kingdom ; and the invitation to 
point delegates appears to have been circulated by the ſame mils 
ries who were employed by the Committee at Edinburgh for the 


purpoſe of promoting the plan of arming thoſe with whom they | 


were 1n correſpondence. 


FROM a review of thele pee e 5 it indiſputably 
the immediate and oſtenſible object prolelled to be led bt. f e 
ſures which have been related (if ſtated within the narroweſt limits) 


was that of effecting no leſs fundamental a 8 1 7 in the frame of 


the Houſe of Commons, than the introduction of unive 
in the election of it, and rendering the period of the hen ark 
That through the whole courſe of the correſpondence which has 
been carried on, and the concert which has been formed by differ- 
ent Societies for this purpoſe, no idea has for a long time been 
pointed at, of obtaining this change by any application 10 Parlia- 
ment; that, on the contrary, any ſuch idea has been ſpecifically and 
pointedly diſclaimed, recently by the formal, and, in e inſtances 
ublic reſolutions of the Societies in London , and many of thoſe 8 
the country, and repeatedly, and from an early. period, in the pri. 
vate correſpondence, either of the Societies or of their leading mem- 
bers. It has been expreſsly laid down, that more effectual means 
than petitions mult be tried. The expreſs object ſtated in the reſo- 
lutions for calling the propoſed General Convention of the people, 


or general meeting of the Friends of Liberty (under whichever of | 


thoſe names it is to be deſcribed), was to conſider of the means of 


ebtaining a full and equal repreſentation, not of the thing to be ob- ' 


tained, but of the means of obtaining it, and this ſubſequent to the 
declarations laſt mentioned, that more effectual means than petitions 
muſt be tried. Theſe more effectual means could, in the very nature 
of the e Forms of but one of two poſlible alternatives, either in- 
troducing this change in the frame of one branch of the legiſlature, 
by ſome other authority than that of the legiſlature itſelf; or bring- 
ing that legiſlature, either by force or intimidation, againſt its wil 

to lend its authority to that purpoſe. | : 
Accordingly the mildeſt terms in which, for a long time, the 
parties to this meaſure have deſcribed the mode by which they ex- 
pected to attain their ends, have pointed at ſo extending and diffuſ- 
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ing theſe Societies, and eſtabliſhing ſuch an union and concert among 
them, as might ſpread their principles and opinions through every 
rt of the country, and produce a declaration of the collective 
ſenſe of the people, in ſuch a manner, as to overcome all reſiſtance. 
But on many other occaſions, and more openly of late, the lan- 
guage adopted has pointed more diſtinctly at the uſe of open force; 
at the ſpecific object of actually aſſembling a pretended National Con- 
vention; at the neceſſity of preparing courageouſiy for the STRUG-» 
GLE, which they mult expect, before thoſe who were adverſe to 
their meaſures would yield to them; and at obtaining the redreſs 
which they profeſs to ſeek, not from Parliament, or from the Exe- 
cutive Government, but FROM THEMSELVES, and from 
THEIR OWN STRENGTH AND VALOUR, from their 
own laws, and not from the laws of thoſe whom they term their 
plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors: And when the language to 
this effect repeatedly and deliberately uſed on ſo many occaſions, 
and in ſo many quarters, is combined with the means lately em- 
ployed for providing an armed force, and with the other projects of 
violence and open attack on different branches of the exiſting autho- 
rity, which have appeared to be in the contemplation of ſome of 
the parties in theſe meaſures, it is impoſſible not to conclude, that it 
was by ſuch means, by their own ſtrength and numbers, by open 
force, defying and either overawing or — the authority of 
the legiſlature, that (in the extravagance of their imagination) they 
had formed the hope of accompliſhing their daring and deſperate 
deſigns. 8 | 
| Bat, extravagant and enormous as this project is, even on this 
ſtatement; it appears to your Committee to be by no means con- 
fined even within theſe limits. The attempt to obtain a change in 
one branch of the legiſlature · by force or terror, againſt the will of 
the whole, does indeed of itſelf include, if ſucceſsful, at leaſt a tem- 
porary ſuſpenſion of all the exi!ting powers of Government, and 
could hardly be ſuppoſed to ſtop ſhort of an entire deſtruction of the 
conſtitution. But from the whole tenor of the ſyſtem which has 
been acted upon, it is apparent that this wis not mercly the poſſible 
or probable conſequence of ſach an attempt, but that the principles 
on which it was founded, and the mode by which it was attempted 
to be executed, obviouſly and neceſſarily tended to ſuch a reſult. 
The principles on which the ſuppoſed right of univerſal ſuffrage was 
founded, were not ſuch as led merely to the ſingle act of altering to 
that extent, the frame-of the Houſe of Commons, and afterwards 
leaving the Houſe of Commons, thus modelled, in poſſeſſion, to- 
3 with the Crown and the Houſe of Lords, of their former 
egiſlative authority, or the Crown in poſſeſſion of its former exe- 
cutive power; but, while they led to an alteration in the frame of 
the Houſe of Commons, they equally led, if carried to their natural 
extent, to the extinction and deſtruction of the other two branches 
of the legiſlature. | 
A propoſition ſo extravagant may at firſt be difficult to be cre- 
dited; but it appears to the Committee to be diſtinctly proved, 
from an examination of the nature of the principles 8 
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from a conſideration of the ſyſtem as actually carried into effeq in 


France, and propoſed as a model by thoſe who were the chief actors 
in theſe proceedings in this country; and, by repeated declarations 
or acts, which either directly or by neceſſary inference point at the 
deſtruction of hereditary monarchy, hereditary nobility, and every 
diſtinction of orders and ranks in ſociety. Ss | 


_ YOUR COMMITTEE have ſtated to the Houfe, in their 
former Report, that ſubſequent to the ſteps taken for the apprehen- 
ſion of the perſons ſuſpected of being concerned in the deſign which 
has been the ſubje& of this Report, ſtrong indications had appeared 
of a diſpoſition to concert the means of reſiſting ſuch meafures a; 
might be adopted for preventing the accompliſhment of the deſigu 
itſelf, or for bringing the authors or abettors of it to puniſhment, 
It appears to your Committee, that immediately after the appre- 
henſion of ſeveral of the leading members of the London Corce- 
ſponding Society, a Committee was appointed, under the title of 
a Committee of Emergency, for the expreſs purpoſe of counteract- 
ing the ſteps which had been taken by the Executive Government 
to check the further progreſs of the ſyſtem which has been detailed in 
this Report. It allo appears that it has been made matter of delibe- 
ration, in the diviſions of the London Correſponding Society, whether 
in the preſent exigency they ſhould proceed to addreſs the King, to 
petition Parhament, or to make an appeal to the nation at large: 
The latter propoſition was adopted; and, in conſequence of that 
deciſion, a paper has been printed and publiſhed under the name of 
the London Correſponding Society, and which your Committee 
has every reaſon to believe to be authentic: This paper contains the 
following paſſages ; viz. * That we intended to call a Convention 
© 1s a truth, which needed neither general warrants, armed mef- 
«© ſengers, or ſecret committees to diſcover, ſince it was accompa- 
* nied by a reſolution, to make that intention known, by 200,000 
printed copies of that day's proceedings. But the. purport al- 
* cribed to that Convention, viz. the aſſuming /egi/lative power, is 
a groundleſs falſchood : The ſole intent was to deviſe means of 
© attaining-a complete repreſentative body, on the principles of 
«© univerſal ſuffrage, equal perſonal repreſentation, and annual elec- 
tion; and whenever, or however, ſuch a body can be obtained, it 
© will not be in the power of all the placemen and penſioners in &. 
© Stephen's Chapel to diſpute its legiſlative authority. We are aware 
* that in theſe times of conflitutional bigotry, the laſt ſentence may 
© ſound unpleaſantly to many, who do not deſerve to be conſidered 
© as enemies to liberty: We therefore -wiſh it to be clearly under- 
© ſtood, that we ſpeak of a repreſentative body of the <vhole nation, and 
not of any particular part or deſcription of men ; and as the divine right 
© of kings is not at this time directly aſſerted (at leaſt in this country ) 
by any, but the moſt extremely ignorant, we think it ought to 
follow, as a natural conſequence, that the people are the only legitt- 
mate ſource of authority: And it appears to us that the vain attempt 


© to draw a medium between theſe opinions has produced * 
| I abſur- 
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arms; and although they deny having provided arms, they deſire 
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« ;bſurdities and contradictions, to the diſgrace of our records. and 
law books. Among theſe the moſt conſpicuous is called, The 
« Abdication of James the Second, which phraſe (coined for the pur- 
© poſe) may be either underſtood to mean his expul/zon by popular 
aul hority, or his voluntary re/ignation ; if the former, it ſaudions the 
* dofrine which we have advanced; if the latter, we ſcruple not to 
call it a national lie. To the honour of Scotland, their Parlia- 
ment explicity declared him baniſhed by authority of the people. 
But, citizens, let us explain the truth The expulſion of James the 
Second, and the eſtabliſhment of William the Third, though 
« doubtleſs agreeable to the general wiſhes of the people, was not 


in point of form an ai of the people. It was the act of a number of 


« perſons calling themſelves a Convention, but not regula ly autha- 
riſed by popular delegation, and conſequently Vale under: the de- 
« ſcription of a fafion 5 and this not merely in theory but in fact, for 
© their unwillingneſs to acknowledge the rightful pr2ver of the people 
* was the reaſon of their adopting the inexplicable phraſe above 
© mentioned. , | | | 

The providing arms is another charge, on which we wiſh to 
« ſpeak with caution ; left in aſſerting, which we do, that it ts totally 
©'falſe, we ſhould be underſtood to admit that if it had been true, it 
would have proved criminality. | 


We freely acknowledge, that ſome of our members have pie, | 


* themſelves to the knowledge of arms; and, far from deliring to make. 
© a ſecret of this circumſtance, we-wiſh their example was /ilowed 
* by the whole nation. We then need not fear invaſion, either from 
«* Frenchmen, Heſſians, or Hanoverians: Nor ſhould we eaſily be 
* alarmed by the mock diſcovery of plots, which never exiſted. 

We are perfectly convinced of the propriety of our opinions re- 
* ſpefting the rights of the people to have arms, and to regulate their con- 
* flitution. | 
F It may be expected that we ſhould not conclude without ex- 
# horting the aſſociated friends of freedom to an adlive perſeverance 
* in the object of their aſſociations, but, judging from the conduct of our 
* own members, we are happy in declaring that we think no ſuch 
* exhortation neceſſary.” FT, 

From theſe paſſages it appears, that ſince the apprehenſion of 
their leading members, and the meaſures which have been lately 
taken in Parliament on the ſubje& of their deſigns, the London 
Correſponding Seciety have openly avowed their intention to call a 
Conyention, — tlre purpoſe of deviſing means to attain a complete 
repreſentative body, on the principles of annual election aud of uni- 


verſal ſuffrage, without any reference whatever to Parliament, and 


las far as can be collected from their own interpretation of the phraſes 
which they have uſed to deſcribe the Houſe of Commons) with the 
further intention of arrogating to the body conſtituted according to 


the manner to be preſcribed by ſuch a Convention, the whole legiſ- 


lative authority of the nation. | 
It appears alſo that the London Correſponding Society admit that 
ſome of their. members have applied themſelves to the knowledge of 
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not to be underſtood as admitting that if it had been true it would 
have proved criminality ; and they affert the propriety of their opi. 
nion reſpecting the rights of the people to have arms, and to regu. 
late their conſtitution. . | ; 

And this open avowal of the deſign of calling a Convention, and 
of the fact of having applied themſelves to the uf of arms, is accom. 
panied with a declaration of their determined purpoſe to perſevere, 
with activity, in the objects of their aſſociation; objects which have 
been already ſufficiently explained to the Houſe by reference to the 
acts of the Society, and to the profeſſed principles of its leading 
members. | | | ; 

If the circumſtances which have been ſtated in this Report appear 
to the Houſe in the ſame view in which, on the moſt attentive con- 
fideration, they have appeared to your Committee, it is ſcarce] 
neceſſary to ſtate any collateral matter in order to ſatisfy the Houf: 
how much the peace, ſafety, and happineſs of the country mult 
have been affected by the further progreſs of the meaſures which 
have been ſtated. | | | 


But if any thing were wanting to add to this impreſſion; it 


would ariſe from the recollection, that the incitement to internal 
commotions in other countries is the moſt diſtinguiſhing feature, 
both of the declared principles and of the uniform practice of France 
under their preſent ſyſtem, and that in the public acts of thoſe ex- 
.erciling the powers of government in that country, an intention of 
invading theſe kingdoms, founded on the idea of receiving ſupport 
and aſſiſtance within the country, has been openly avowed. The 
caſe does not, however, reſt here.—It has come under the obſcry- 
ation of your Committee, that recent meaſures have been actually 
taken by the ruling powers in France for endeavouring to aſcertain, 
both in Great Britain and Ireland, the degree of co-operation and 
aſſiſtance which they mig expo in any attempt of this nature. 
This communication does not appear, from any evidence before 
the Committee, to have any immediate connexion with the So- 
cieties, whoſe proceedings have been the ſubject of this Report; but 
the connexion with their general objects is fuffieientiy evident, both 
from the nature of the thing, and from the particulars which have 
been ſtated in the courſe of the Report. : 
It is not immaterial to add, that in Ireland theſe communications 
appear to have been directly addreſſed to a perſon acting in concert 
with the Societics here, one of their honorary members, and who 
has taken an active part in the courſe of the proceedings to which 
your Committee have referred, | f 


YOUR COMMITTEE have, for obvious reaſons, omitted to 
annex to their Report the evidence of particular witneſſes, by whom 
the facts above ſtated are ſupported; and, for the fame reaſons, 
they have ſtudiouſly forborne to mention the names of perſons and 
places, in all caſes in which they could be omitted with a proper 
attention to the general object of their inquiry, and to the inform- 
ation which the Houſe has a right to expect upon*ſo importaut 3 
ſubject. 99 2 4 | A - 
| | — : APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, A. (No. 1.) 
PAPER diſtributed amongſt the Fencibles. 


 FarenDs AND BRETHREN, - | | 
1555 with the greateſt pleaſure that your countrymen are in- 
formed, That ſuch is your attachment and love to hem, and 
to your native country, that you manfully and firmly reſolve not 
to leave it upon any terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were 
at firſt engaged. dee countrymen love you, and their hearts 
would be as much wounded to part with you, as your's would be 
to be ſeparated from them. They well know that ax are ſafe 
under the protection of their fathers, their /ons, their brothers in 
arms, and they neither wiſh nor deſire any other defenders. 
They hope and believe that your hearts are filled with the ſame 
ſentiments. | | 
The great maſs of the People from amongſt whom. you have 
been inliſted, have been repreſented to you as your enemies.— 
Believe not the aſſertion. They have been taught to conſider you 


2 


ee but they do not fear finding friends amongſt their bre- 1 
ren. | -if 
Their cauſe and yours is the ſame They are poor, but they 1 
have honeſt hearts ; hearts which ſympathize in your cauſe ; they i 
look for the ſame friendſhip and the ſame ſympathy in u. Wo 
They rejoice to hear, That you are becoming dyily more con- bn 
vinced of the great truth, that the law ought to be the fame to 48 
the Highlander and to the Lowlander, to the rich and to the poor, 1 
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and that no man can be compelled to take up arms, by any autho. 
rity whatſcever, unleſs his own inclinations prompt him to do ſo. 

This truth has been hitherto carefully eoncealed from you, but 
it is not the leſs certain. —The will of your laird, cannot with. 
out your own conſent, ſeparate you from your families and 
friends, although many of you may have experienced the exer. 
tions of ſuch a power, however unjuſt, and however contrary 
to law. | | | 

We reſpect and admire that principle which induces you, 
(though neceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) till to per. 
ſiſt in remaining to defend your friends at home, and not to quit 
a country which holds pledged ſo dear. | 

When. You are gone, where is their defence—They may be 
either left without protection, or may ſoon ſee their country over- 
run by Foreign Troops, fuch as in time paſt have already ſhed 
the blood of your anceſtors without provocation and without re. 


morſe, and who would feel perhaps as little compunction in 


ſhediing rherrs. | : | 
Prepared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mercenaries 
may wiolate the chaflity of your Wives, your Siſters, and your 
Daughters, and when defire is ſatiated cruelty may reſume its place 
in their heaits, as experience has too well and too fatally ſhewn, 
and Friends, Parents, Children, and Brothers, may be 1nvolved 
in one common ſlaughter. | N 
The cruel maſſacre of Glencoe cannot yet be forgotten; are 
there not amongſt you, whoſe forefathers periſhed there?— 
Their hearts throbbing with kindneſs and hoſpitality were 
ierced with the daggers of their treacherous gueſts, and the 
Feaſt prepared by the hand of unſuſpecting friendſhip, was cloſed 
with a ſcene of blood! Such is the return for kindneſs and hoſ- 


pitality!— Such the protection which your families have to ex- ] 


pect 


land? But they hope you will not forſake them. — Stay, oh ſtay, 


-/ 


and defend your families and your friends ! 


For that purpoſe alone you were enliſted. ——They are g 


ready to come forward for you in the vindication of your Rights. 


Thouſands join in the ſame ſentiments with you and ardently ö 
wiſh for your continuance amongſt them. The circumſtances 
which might require you to quit your country have not yet taken : 
place. No invaſion has yet happened You cannot. be compelled 1 
to go Leave not your country Aſſert your independance-— 


Tour countrymen will look up to you as their protedfors and 


guardians, and will in their turn lift up their arms to protect and . 


aſſiſt You.—— 
Dundee, April 12th, 1794. 


How will they then look around in vain for your protecting 
care, when perhaps you are fighting at a diſtance in a foreign 
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Vi _ APPENDIX A. (No. 2.) 
To the Landholders of the County of Perth. 
Gentlemen, 5 5 
Obſerving an advertiſement in the Edinburgh news- paper re- 
uiring you to meet here on the 11th current, to take into conſi- 
23 a plan of the Executive Government for the internal 
defence of the country, we, a number of the inhabitants of 


Perth and neighbourhood, confiſting of upwards of three hun- 


dred effective men, deeply impre ed with the dangers which 
threaten the nation, and animated with that patriotiſm which 


N to the world that the ſafety of the people is the ſupreme 


aw, make a voluntary offer of our ſervices to aſſiſt in protecting 
the liberties of the people from any incroachments, either 


from hoſtile invaders, or more dangerous internal foes, pledging 


ourſelves on the one hand to reſiſt every attempt to invade private 
property, and on the other, to cruſh and ſubdue every unlawful 
combination of the rich againſt the poor; and being ſenſible that 


the protection of the People's Liberties is a truſt of ſuch import - 
ance, that it ought to be committed to thoſe only who are capable 


of diſcerning thè eternal laws of juſtice, and of feeling and act- 
ing according to the force of principle, we pledge ourſelves that 
none but true men, anſwering to this deſcription, ſhall be allow- 
ed to enter our band; becauſe, independent of the palpable 
abſurdity of committing our, defence to criminals, we diſdain 
the mean ſhift of crimping, and ſweeping priſons. | 

It is on the foregoing principles that we offer our ſervices to 
the country, on the following terms, as a body of infantry 
troops. | | 

Firſt, We conſider theſe principles as the beſt ſeairity for 
preſerving order; and as military law muſt be very diſagreeable, 
and is wholly unneceſſary to men of our peaceful habits of life, 
we therefore require that every offence ſhall be tried by a jury 
choſen from among ourſelves. | | | | 

Second, As we are for the moſt part ſettled in buſineſs, or have 
families of our own, we muſt therefore expreſsly ſtipulate, that 
unleſs an invaſion ſhall take place in a neighbouring part of the 
country, we ſhall not be carried out of the county without our 
own conſent, declared by a council choſen by ourſelves, and held 


| for that 1 | 
9 


Third, We require to have the ſole power of chooſing our 
own officers from among ourſelves, and of caſhiering, and 
placing them in the ranks, at every month's end, if neceſſary. 

Fourth, We require that the county, er government, ſhall 
furniſh us with arms and military ſtores, together with every 
other equipment neceſſary for the purpoſes of defence. F 

On the other hand, we engage to find ſerjeants in our own 
body, qualified'to train and diſcipline the men, and ſhall require 
no pay, unleſs called out to actual ſervice. 

This plan we conſider as greatly preferable to that of raiſing 

| | 0 2 troops 
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2 of cavalry as propoſed in ſome counties for the following 
reaſons: | 

Firſt, That the horſes being taken from the purpoſes of agri. 
culture, muſt be very hurtful to the country. 

Second, Cavalry are Ka cage expenſive ; and in addition to 
the preſent enormous burden of foreign troops, together with 
our own, will fall heavy on government. 

Third, 'They will require fix or nine months to train them; 
whereas we engage to be ready in four weeks from the time we 
are embodied, for actual ſervice. 5 . 

Fourth, Withaut an adequate body of infantry, cavalry are 
wholly incapable to repel an invaſian, and are only fit for pur- 
ſuing a flying enemy, or running down an unarmed multitude. 

Fifth, We engage, when properly trained, to beat off double 
our own number of the beſt cavalry that can be brought againſt 
us. | 

We alſo promiſe to double or triple our number, upon a day's 
notice been given, if thought neceſſary. _ | 

The committee are inſtructed, by a general meeting of the 
volunteers, to adhere to their former principles, which are ex- 
actly the ſame as preſented to the general of the landholders. 

(Signed) Robert Henderſon, Shoemaker. 
Matthew Calderwood, do. 
Jann ohnſton, Weaver. 
avid Smith, do. 
2 Hakſtoun, do. 
obert Sands, do. 
Andrew Pitkethly, Shoemaker. 
5 (COPT.)-* | 
Minutes of General Meeting, 11 April, 1794. 

The preſes produced a letter which had been handed to 
him, ſigned by Robert Henderſon, Robert Sands, Matthew Cal- 
derwood, David Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, and Thomas Smith, 
relative to an offer of their ſervices, . and of others who had 


which had been withdrawn) for the internal defence of the coun- 
try: ,which letter being read, the meeting remit to the Committee 
appointed for carrying into execution the reſolutions of this 
Meeting, relative to the raiſing of two or more troops of fenci- 
ble cavalry for the internal defence of the County. | 
Copy Letter referred to in Minutes of 1: April, 1794- 
To the Preſident of the Meeting of Landholders of the County 
of Perth, preſently aſſembled in the Sheriff Court Room. 
Preſident, | | | 
We ſent in a. number of propoſals into court to be preſented 
by Colonel Erſkine, which weunderſtand are thrown out becauſe 
they have no ſignatures affixed: We are deputed by theſe perſons, 
V ho offer their ſervices, and are ready to appear in open court to 
give every ſatisfaction reſpecting the matter; we therefore +41 
COR. | | a 


previouſly preſented an unſigned petition to the meeting (but 
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that you will bring forward the propoſals, and we ſhall be ready 
to wait on you when called upon. Preſident, we are yours. 
(Signed) Robert Henderſon, Robert Sands, Matthew Calder- 
wood, David Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, Thomas Smith. 

P. 8. The deputation is in Mr. Murray's, at the back of the 
jail. | | | 
6 Half paſt five o'clock, P. M. | 

Minutes of Committee, 12th April, 1794. 

The Committee having examined the letter which was refer- 
red to their conſideration by the General Meeting yeſterday, 
which letter has a reference to a previous petition preſented to the 
meeting of yeſterday, but afterwards withdrawn, they find it im- 
poſſible to deliberate on that ſubject at preſent, neither having the 
original petition, nor any plan reſpecting the mode of internal 
defence pointed out by the petitioners before them; they there- 
fore deſire Mr. Paton to deliver a copy of this ſixth Reſolution of 
the Committee to the petitioners, ſo as they may tranſmit their 
original petition, and may communicate any plan which they 
have to offer relative to the internal defence of the country, which 
will be paid due attention to by the Committee at their next 
meeting. | TT 
(COPY.) _ 15 
7 Minutes of Committee, 25 April, 1794. Eck 

The Committee again conſidered the Letter ſigned by ſix 
perſons, and received the original petition there referred to, 
with an addition fince made to it, and the ſubſcription of ſeven 
individuals adhibited thereto; and were informed by theſe per- 
ſons that the reſolutions contained in the original petition were 
agreed to at a meeting, called by means of a printed hand- bill 

{ted up in the ſtreets of Perth, and held on the North Inch 
aſt Wedneſday evening; at which meeting they were alſo in- 
formed, that the ſame perſons reſolved on preſenting a petition 
to his Majeſty in behalf of Muir, Gerald, and the other perſons 
who have lately been ſentenced to be tranſported for the crime 
of Sedition; the Committee are of opinion that zeal diſplayed by 
individuals, in offering their ſervices to defend their country 
againſt the unjuſt aggreſſion of the crue! and rapacious foreign 
enemies we are now engaged in war with, is commendable in 
them as Britiſh ſubjects, warmly attached to their king, and to our 

lorious and happy Conſtitution : But, after conſidering the plan 

uggeſted, they are of opinion that it is liable to ſuch objections 

that they cannot give it any countenance or ſupport; but they 
deg to CT to thoſe individuals now tendering their ſer- 
vices for the purpoſes of repelling the meditated attacks of the 
inhuman, ferocious, and irreligious rulers of that unhappy and 
devoted country, France, either to make an offer of their ſer- 
vices individually to the officers of the Perthſhire Fencible Ca- 
valry, or, if they prefer being in a corps of infantry, to inliſt 
into ſome of the regiments of foot now raiſing. They alſo beg 
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to inform the individuals who have thus profeſſed their attach- 
ment to the county, that it will be expected they will uſe their 
beſt endeavours, by avoiding all tumultuous meetings, to pre- 
ſerve good order in the town of Perth and its vicinity. 


65 
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APPENDIX B. (No: 1.) 
Secret Lon on Correſponding Society, to Norwich Conflitutional Society. 
Fellow Citizens, London, 17th Oct. 1793. 


E have to acknowledge at once, your favours of the 3d 
i September, and 14th inſtant. Moktiplicity of buſineſs 
prevented my anſwering your firſt; but will now inform you 
that the ſpirit ſhewn in it gave great ſatisfaction to our ſociety at 
large. The rejoieings for the capture of Valenciennes were not 
confined to Norwich alone, The ignorant every where elſe 
throughout the natzon betrayed their imbecility on the occaſion, 
The taking of a town, the ſlaughtering of thouſands of human 
beings, the laying waſte whole provinces, or the enflaving a na- 

tion (however great evils they may be) can only retard for a 
ſn all ſpace c time the progreſs of truth and reaſon :—Be not 
diſheartened, therefore—purſue your plan, inſtruct mankind, 
and conftitutionally ſet your faces againſt exiſting abuſes: Be 
aſſured that many are our friends, u only wait a favourable 
cpportunity to openly join us, while our enemies have much enfee- 
| bled themſelves and their 'cauſe by their arbitrary exertions. 
Deſpotiſm is at its Jaſt gaſp—One or two campaigns more will 
terminate 1ts exiſtence. 

Weare glad to ſee that you begin to make a proper uſe of dele- 
gation: Where bodies of men are too numerous to be convened 
eaſily on every occaſion, delegation is the beſt, and indeed only 
way to obtain the general opinion. Scotland, improving on the 
idea, have not only ſummoned their own delegates, but alſo in- 
vite thoſe of every other ſociety to attend a kind of convention, 
which is to be held at Edinburgh on the 29th inſtant. The in- 
cloſed paper, which I, previous to the communicating your let- 
ter to our Committee (which will meet only to-morrow) make 
haſte to tranſmit to you, will ſhew you that your ſcciety is in- 
cluded in the general invitation to ſend delegates to that meeting 
— which we exhort you to do, if you poſſibly can.—I firmly be- 
lieve our ſociety will not miſs the opportunity of doing the fame. 

We have juſt publiſhed” a new edition of The Engliſhman's 
Rights, or, A Dialogue between a Barriſter and a Juryman,, be- 
ing an excellent work, publiſhed firſt by Sir John Hawles, 
Knight, Solicitor General to King William the Third. It is a 
book that ought to be in poſſeſſion of every one, as it contains 
the Ri hte and Dutie: of a Juryman —Send us word if you can 
vend a certain number of them in your — 


COMMONS! SECRET COMMITTEE. 67 


ſell them only three ſhiilings per dozen, but the retail price is 
four pence a-piece. I am moſt ſincerely. my fellow citizens, and 
brethren in a good cauſe, your humble ſervant. | 


| - APPENDIX B. (No. 2.) 
Copy of a- Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
| 1 Society to Norabich. | RE 
Fellow Citizens, London, January 11, 1794. 
I HAVE juſt received a letter from Citizen Matearot. at 
Edinburgh, with ſome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you 
will ſee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and ſentenced for 
fourteen years tranſportation to Botany Bay. Margarot's trial 
comes next; he meets- it with great firmneſs and tal, I 
have no time to make my comments on the proceedings, but I 
think our opponents are cutting their own throats as faſt as they 
can. Now is the time for us to do ſomething worthy of Men. 
The brave defenders of Liberty, South of the Engliſh Channel 
are performing wanders, driving their enemies betore them like 
chaff before the whirlwind. Margarot tells me, that he has not 
time to write to you juſt now, but he hopes to have time very 


ſoon, when his trial is over, and immured in a priſon. The 


London Correſponding Society is to have a General Meeting and 
an Anniverſary Dinner, on Monday the 2oth inſtant, at the 


Globe Tavern, Strand. I have ſent you ſome of Margarot's 


and Skirving's indictment, with two copies of a pamphlet on 
brewing—he is a member of our ſociety, the author; if you 
approve of it, you may put it in prctice, and be a great ſaving to 
many families, alſo a diminution of the revenue, for every one 
brewing their own beer pay no duty for it., Excuſe haſte, I 
ſtill remain, &c. | | „ 

1 . (Signed) 


AppENDIX B. (No. 3.) _ 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Margaret to the Norwich United Societies. 
2 Spithead the roth of March, 1794. 

Worthy Friends, and Fellow Citizens, | 
OUR ſtay here being longer than was at firſt expected, I avail 
myſelf of that delay to acknowledge the receipt of twenty pounds 
from your ſociety, which have been delivered to me by Thomas 
Hardy, our ſecretary, to whom vou had remitted them, and 
who has been down here purpoſely to ſee me, and make ſome 
arrangements for the future, but whoſe buſineſs has called him 


back to London before any thing could be ſettled between us. 


At firſt he ſeemed to think that the money was meant by you to 
be divided among the four who are now ſuffering together ; but, 


on my acquainting him that thoſe gentlemen were infinitely bet- 


ter off than myſelf in that reſpect, inſomuth that they are conti- 
nually receiving private preſents, and are moreover ſupported by 
many Noblemen and rich Members of Parliament, theſe latter 
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ſeeking only (I much fear) to make a party affair of it, that he 
gave the money to my own diſpoſal. If, however, you meant 
otherwiſe, your intention ſhall be complied with immediately on 
its being made known to me. So much far pecuniary affairs.— 
This morning 10 ſhips of war have left Spithead for the Channel, and 
it is here reported that the Breſi fleet is out: Rumour, always magniſy- 
ing things, ſays there are 70 ſail of French at ſea; if ſo, there muſt be 
a number of tranſperts among them, and a deſcent may probably be the 
conſequence. — For God's ſake, my worthy friends, do not relax in the 
Cau,e of Freedom — Continue as you have begun— Conſolidate your 
ou n ſocieties — Unite with others —Perſevere, and make no doubt but 
ſooner or later your endeavours will be crowned with ſucceſs. I have 


alſo to thank you for the affectionate addrefs I received from you. 


Be aſſured that my utmoſt ambition will ever be to deſerve your 
confidence and your eſteem. The preſent tide of fortune, how- 
ever ſtrongly it may run againſt our cauſe at preſent, muſt ſoon 
have a turn: The eyes of mankind will naturally _— 
their pockets empty, and their blood ſpills, they will aſk each 
other, for whom are we thus ſacrificing ourſelves, and murder- 
ing others? What advantage reſults to us from all this expendi- 
ture and ſlaughter? And by interfering in the government of 


another country, and to model it as they think proper? Should 


they do ſo, Popery and deſpotiſm muſt be our lot — May Gra. 
cious Providence avert it; may we rather all to a man be deter- 
mined to live free or die! In my exile nothing would afflict me 
ſo much as to hear that my country was enſlaved, and that my 
countrymen hugged their chains. I truſt however the national 
ſpirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu, my dear friends; and 


ever remember 2 
Your faithful | ae: | 
| | M. MARGAROT. 
P. S. This day a mock debate concerning our Sentence is 
to take place in P=—, _ Os 


_ APPENDIX C. 5 
Extracts from the Book containing the Proceedings o 
| | the Conſtitutional Society. 
\ T a meeting held at the Secretary's, Took's-Court, Chan- 
cery-lane, Friday 23d March, 1491. 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Mr. 
Thomas Paine, for his moſt maſterly book, intituled “ The 
Rights of Man,“ in which not only the malevolent ſophiſtries of 
hireling ſcribblers are detected and expoſed to merited ridicule, 
but many of the moſt important and beneficial political truths 
are ſtated, ſo irreſiſtibly convincing as to promiſe the accelera- 
tion of that not very diſtant period when uſurping Borough 
Sellers, and profligate Borough Buyers, ſhall be deprived of what 
they impudently dare to. call their property—the choice of the 
repreſentatives of the people. | 1 
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„ec cannot help expreſſing their ſatis- 
faction that fo valuable a publication has proceeded 4 a mem - 
ber of that ſociety; and they ſincerely hope that the people 
of England will give that attention to the ſubjects diſcuſſed in 
Mr Paine's treatiſe, which their maniteſt importance ſo juſtly 
deſerve. F 0 | 
Reſolved, That the foregoing reſolutions, and all future pro- 
ceedings of weer be regularly tranſmitted by the Secretary 
to all our correſponding Conſtitutional Societies in England, 
Scotland, and France. 1 0 ; 
Reſolved, That the above reſolutions be publiſhed in the 


IS, | ; - 
me At a Meeting, April rſt, 1791. | 
Reſolved, That the reſolutions of this ſociety, recommendin 
Paine's book, The Rights of Man,” and publiſhed in ſevera 
of the papers, be re-publiſhed in the following, viz. General 
Evening, neue Poſt, World, Engliſh Chronicle, Sherborne, 
Leeds, York, Briſtol, Nottingham, and Birmingham. 
At a Meeting, July 22, 2 | 
Reſolved, That the original and tranſlation of an addreſs 
communicated by the Reverend Doctor Towers, from the ſociety 
at Nantz, be entered on the books of this ſociety, | 

The tranſlation is entered. | 
| At a Meeting, March 4th, 1792. | 

Read the following letter from the Revolution Society at Nor- 
wich, to the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 

The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a Commu- 
nication with you at this time, when corruption has acquired a 
publicity in the ſenate, which exacts from the honour of the 
Britiſh nation renewed exertions for Parliamentary Reform.— 
Without prejudging the probable event of ſuch an application to 
the legiſlature, this ſociety is willing to circulate the information, 
and to co-operate in the meaſures that may ſeem beſt adapted to 
turther ſo. defirable and ſo important an end. The ſociety is 
willing to hope the redreſs of every exiſting grievance at the 
hands of a government reſulting from an extraordinary convo- 

cation in 1688, of al} who had, at any preceding time, been 
elected repreſentatives of the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary 
counſellors. of the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the 
metropolis ; which National Conſtituting Aﬀembly caſhiered for 
miſconduct a king of the houſe of Stuart. The opinions and 
principles of this ſociety are beſt explained by an appeal to their 
literary repreſentatives. Tv: Fines Mackintoſh, author of Vin- 
diciæ Galliee, this ſociety offers the tribute of its approbation 
and gratitude, for the knowledge, the eloquence, and philoſo- 
phical ſpirit with which he has explained, defended, and com- 
mented on the revolution of France. It hefitates to aſſent to 
this only of his Opinions, that 4 there are but two intereſts in 
lociety, thoſe of the rich and thoſe of the poor,” If ſo, what 
chance have the latter? : | 

Vorl. IV. 9 : Surely 
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. - Surely the intereſts. of all the induſtrious, from the richeſt 
merchant to the. pooreſt mechanic, are in every community the 
ſame—to leſſen the numbers of the unproduRtive, to whoſe 
maintenance they contribute, and to do away ſuch inſtitutions 
and impoſts as abridge the means of maintenance, by reſiſting 
the demand for labour, or by ſharing its reward: as the mean; 
moſt conducive to this comprehenſive end, the Norwich Revolu- 
tion Society deſires an equitable; Repreſentation of the People. 
The Rigbts of Man, by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to the 
Privileged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with at. 
tention, - and circulated with avidity. They point out with 
clearneſs moſt of the abuſes which have accumulated under the 


Britiſh government, they attack with energy moſt of the pre. 


judices which have tended to perpetuate them. 
Internally our ſociety is thus organized: Any perſon propo- 

ſed and ſeconded by a member, is received, on paying an ad. 

miſſion fine, and obliging himſelf to an annual contribution to- 


wards the purchaſe of books for the uſe of the ſociety, and for 


circulation among the confederated clubs. The members afſem- 
ble twice, monthly. A committee of correſpondence is periodi. 
cally elected by ballot, to ſelect books, and to conduct the other 


literary buſineſs. A committee of twelve is periodically named 


by acclamation, to attend ſeverally the meetings of the various 


confederated clubs, which are invited in like manner to depute 


a member to the monthly meetings of this. 

The clubs are now ſeven in number, and more are expected 
to announce their adherence. The Norwich Revolution Society, 
propoſing to extend this form of combination, recommends for 
admiſſion into the London Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion twelve perſons, | 

Norwich, April 26, 1792. | 

At a Meeting, March 16th, 1792. : 

The Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 

eſtabliſhed at Mancheſter, having communicated to this ſociety 


their reſolutions of thanks to Thomas Paine, for the publication | 
of his © Second Part of the Rights of Man; combining Princt- . 


ple and Practice.“ TE 
Bull's Head Inn, Mancheſter, March 13, 1792- 


At a Meeting of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional S6ciety, held | 


this day, it was unanimouſly reſolved, x 
That the thanks of this ſociety are due to Mr, Thomas Paine, 


for the publication of his “Second Part of the Rights of Man; 
combining Principle and Practice,“ a work of the higheſt im. 
portance to every nation under heaven, but particularly to this, 
as containing excellent and practicable plans for an, immediate } 
and conſiderable reduction of the public expenditure ; for the | 


prevention of wars for the extenſion of our manufactures an 


commerce ; for the education of the young; for the comfortable 


ſupport of the aged; ſor the better maintenance of the poor of 


every deſcription ; and finally, for leſſening greatly, and with 
out delay, the enormous load of taxes under which this country | 


at preſent labours. That 
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That this ſociety congratulate their country at large on the 
influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to have had in 
ocuring the repeal of ſome oppreſſive taxes in the preſent Seſ- 
fon of Parliament; and they hope that this adoption of a ſmall 
part of Mr. Paine's ideas will be followed by the moſt flrenuous exer- 
tions to accompliſh a complete Reform in the preſent inadequate State of 
the Repreſentation of the People ; and that the other great plans of 
ablic benefit which Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended 
will be ſpeedily carried into effect. 
Signed ———— Preſident. 
i 225 Secretary. 

Ordered, That the Secretary return to the Chairman of the 
ſociety at Mancheſter, the thanks of this ſociety, for his com- 
munication; at the ſame time aſſuring him that this ſociety does 
heartily concur in the above reſolution. | 

Reſolved, That the' above reſolutions be publiſhed in the 


2 BY, At a Meeting, March 23d, 1792. 

Reſolved, That the following be publiſned in the Morning 
Chronicle, World, Poſt, Times, Argus, Engliſh Chronicle, 
and General Evening. ; | 

Society for Conſtitutional. Information, London, March 
23d, 1792. This ſociety having received the following and 
other communications from Shefheld ;” viz. L 5 

| e Sheffield. | 2 

Society for Conſtitutional Information, { 14 March, 1792.] | 

This ſociety, compoſed chiefly of the manufacturers of Shef- 
field, began about four months ago, and is already increaſed to 
nearly Two Thouſand Members, and js daily increaſing, exclu- 


| five of the adjacent towns and villages, who are forming them- 


ſelves into ſimilar ſocieties. 

Confideriny, as we do, that the want of knowledge and infor- 
mation in the general maſs of the people has expoſed them to 
numberleſs impoſitions and abuſes, the exertions of this ſociety 
are directed to the acquirement of uſeful knowledge, and to 
Hou the ſame as far as our endeavours and abilities can ex- 
tend. - | 
We declare that we have derived more true knowledge from 
the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled © Rights of Man,” 
Part the firſt and Second, than from any other author or ſub- 
jet. The Practice as well as the Principle of Government is laid 
down in thoſe works, in à menner fo clear, and irrefiftibly convincing, 
that this ſociety do hereby reſolve to give their thanks to Mr. 
Paine for his two ſaid A rn intituled “ Rights of Man,” 
O, 8 | 

Keſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this ſociety be 

ven to Mr. Paine, for the affectionate concern he has ſhewn in 

his ſecond work in behalf of the poor, the infant, and the aged; 

Who, notwithſtanding the opulence which bleſſes other parts of 
the community, are, 17 the grievous weight of taxes, rendered 
the miſerable victims of poverty and wretchedneſfſss. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this ſociety, diſdaining to be 
<onfidered either of a miniſterial or oppoſition party (names of 

p 2 | which 


, 7 
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| which we are tired, having been ſo often deceived by both) do 
ardently recommend it to all their fellow citizens, into whoſe 
hands theſe reſolutions may come, to confer ſeriouſly and calmly 
with each other on the ſubject alluded to, and to manifeſt to the 
world that the ſpirit of true liberty is a ſpirit of order; and that 
to obtain juſtice it is conſiſtent that we be juſt ourſelves. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That theſe reſolutions be printed, and 
that a copy thereof be tranſmitted to the ſociety for Conſtitutional 
Information in London; requeſting their approbation for twelve 
of our friends to be entered into their ſociety, for the purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing a connection and a regular communication with that, 
and all other ſimilar focieties in the kingdom. | 

By Order of the Committee. 
(Signed) — 


| Chairman. 

& Ordered, That the Secretary do return the thanks of this 
ſociety to the Society for Conſtitutional Information eſtabliſhed 
at Sheffield; and that he expreſs to them with what friendſhip and 
affection this ſociety embraces them as brothers and fellow Ja. 
bourers in the fame cauſe. That he do aſſure them of our in- 
tire concurrence with their opinion, viz. That the people of | 
this country are not, as Mr. Burke terms them, Swine; but ra- 
tional beings, better qualified to ſeparate truth from error than 
himſelf, poſſeſſing more honeſty, and leſs craft. | : 

« Reſolved, That this fociety will, on Friday next, March 
3 rſt, ballot for the twelve aſſociated members, recommended by 
the Sheffield committee, and approved at this meeting.” 

(Signed) 


| | Chairman. 
25 At a Meeting, March 3oth, 1792. 

The twelve gentlemen recommended by the Sheffield Society, 
were unanimouſly elected. . 

Read a letter, with encloſed reſolutions, from the Secretary to 
the Correſponding Society, London. | 

| London Correſponding Society. 

4 Reſolved, That every individual has a right to ſhare in the 
Government of that ſociety of which he is a member, unlet: 
incapacitated. 

% Reſolved, That nothing but non. age, a privation of rea- 
Jon, or an offence againſt the general rules of ſociety can inca- 
pacitate him. | 

« Reſolved, That it is no leſs the right than the duty of every 
citizen to keep a watchful eye on the government of his country, 
that the laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into opprel- 
ſion; and that thoſe who are intruſted with the government do 
not ſubſtitute private intereſt for public advantage. 

« Reſolved, That the people of Great Britain are not pro- 

ly repreſented in Parliament. | 

Reſolved, That in conſequence of a partial, unequal, and 
inadequate repreſentation, together with the orrupt method in 
which repreſentatives are elected, oppreſſive taxes, unjuſt laws, 
| 3 reſtrictions 
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reſtrictions of liberty, and waſting of the public money, have 


enſued, 2 N | 

« Reſolved, That the only remedy to thoſe evils is a fair an 
inpartial repreſentation of the people in Parliament. | 

« Reſolved, Thata fair and impartial repreſentation can never 
take place until partial privileges are aboliſhed; and the ſtrong 
temptations held out to electors affords a preſumptive proof that 
the repreſentatives of this country ſeldom procure a ſeat in Par- 
liament from the unbought ſuffrages of a free people. 

% Reſolved, that this ſociety do expreſs their abhorrence of 
tumult and violence ; and that, as they aim at reform, not 
anarchy, reaſon, firmneſs, and unanimity be the only arms they 


employ, or perſuade their fellow citizens to exert againſt abule of 


wer. ; 
« Ordered, That the ſecretary of this ſociety do communi- 
cate the aforegoing to the Societies for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion eſtabliſhed in London, Mancheſter, and Sheffield. 
9 « By Order of the Committee | 
(Signed) — 

Ro Secretary.” 

« Reſolved, That the Secretary of this ſociety do expreſs to 


the Correſponding Society the extreme ſatisfaction which we 


have received by the above communication ; and to aſſure them 


of our deſire to continue to correſpond and co-operate with them 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a fair repreſentation of the people 


in Parliament.” | 
At a Meeting, April 20, 1792. 
A Declaration from a Society in Southwark was read; and, 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of the ſociety be given to, the 
Southwark Society, for the following communication, and that 
it be publiſhed in the papers. | X 
At a Meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, 
April 19th, 1792. 
Reſolved, That we do now form ourſelves into a ſociety for 
the diffuſſion of political knowledge. 4 
Reſolved, That the ſociety be denominated the Friends of the 


People. 


Reſolved, That the following be the declaration of this ſociety. 


| | Extract from Declaration. 
Conſidering that ignorance, forgetfulneſs, or contempt of the 


rights of men, are the ſole cauſes of public grievances, and the 


corruption of government, this ſociety, formed for the purpoſe 
of inveſtigating and aſſerting thoſe rights, and of uniting our 
efforts with others of our fellow citizens for correcting national 
abuſes, and reſtraining unneceſſary and exorbitant taxation, do 
hereby declare | | 

iſt, That the great end of civil ſociety is general happineſs. 

2dly, That no form of government is good any further than 
it ſecures that object. aue 

— That all civil and political authority is derived from the 
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Athly, That equal active citizenſnip is the unalienable right of 


all men; minors, criminals, and inſane perſons excepted. 
sthly, That the exerciſe of that right, in appointing an ade. 
quate repreſentative gavernment, is the wiſeſt device of human 
policy, and the only ſecurity of national freedom. 
Further Extract from ſame Paper. | 
We call upon our fellow citizens of all deſcriptions to inſtitute 
ſociet ies for the ſame great purpoſe ; and aue recommend a general cor. 
reſtondence with each other, and with the Society for Conflitutional 
Infor mation at London, as the beft means of cementing the common 
union, and of direfting with greater energy our united efforts to the 
ſame common objects. Operas ; : 
| | Buy Order of the Committee. | 
5 0 At a Meeting, April 27, 1792. . 
Reſolved, That every ſociety deſiring an union or correſpon 
dence with this, and which doth not profeſs any principles de- 
ſtructive to truth or juſtice, or ſubverſive to the liberties of our 
country ; but which on the contrary ſeeks, as we do, the remo- 
val of corruption from the legiſlature, and abuſes from the go- 
vernment, ought to be, and we hope will. be, embraced with 
the moſt brotherly affection and patriotic friendſhip by this 
ſociety. e e vw 
Read the following letter, addreſſed to the ſociety called the 
Friends of the People aſſociated for Conſtitutional Reform, aſ- 
ſembled at Free Maſons Tavern. | | 
Sir, | 8 
By the Society for Conſtitutional Information, I am com- 
manded to expreſs to you the ſatisfaction that its members feel on 
the inſtitution of your ſociety | 
That the Houſe of Commons itſelf, which is the very ſubject 
to be reformed, ſhould have furniſhed a part of this ſtrength, 
may ultimately afford important advantages to the public. But 
it muſt not, Sir, be diſguiſed, that at firſt this circumſtance will 
neceſſarily be accompanied with doubts, with ſuſpicions, with 
apprehenſions. It is not, Sir, the firſt time that numbers of that 
houſe have profeſſed themſelves Reformers : It is not the firſt 
time that they have entered into popular aſſociations. . But ſhould 
they, on this occaſion, prove faithfully inſtrumental in effecting 
a ſubſtantial reform in the repreſentation of the people, and the 
duration of Parliaments, it will be the firſt time that the nation 
hath not found itſelf in an error, when it placed confidence in 
aſſociated Members of Parliament, for the recoveries of the con» 
ſtitutional and ineſtimable rights of the people. The long-loſt 
rights of reprefentation, are rights, Sir, which in truth are not 
to be recovered but by the exertions and the unanimity of the 
people themſelves. Impreſſed with this great truth, it has been 
an invariable object of this ſociety to revive in the minds of 
the commonality at large a knowledge of their loſt rights, re- 
ſpecting the election and duration of the repreſentative body”'—. 
and we doubt not that your ſociety will ſee the wiſdom of pur- 


fuing a like courſe. May it taſte the delight of diffuſing this 
| 7 | knowledge: 


tant oc 
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That 


and no 


+2 ROMMONY' SECRET COMMITTEE. * 
Knowledge; may it reap the honour of calling forth the energies 


of the nation! | | 
When this ſociety, Sir, contemplates that flood of light and 
the earth deſpotiſm in all its forms, and infringement of rights 
in all its degrees, to make way for freedom, juſtice, peace, and 
human happineſs; and when it ſees your ſociety announce itſelf 
to the world as the Friends of the People; it reſts aſſured that 
this new inſtitution abundantly partakes of that light, that it 
embraces: that truth, and it will act up to the ſacredneſs of that 
friendihip which it profeſſes, by nobly caſting from it, with diſ- 
dain, all ariſtocratic reſerves, and fairly and honeſtly contending 
for the people's rights in their full extent | 
Here, Sir, be aſſured, lies all your ſtrength. You may boaſt 

of names, of wealth, of talents, and even of principles; but 
without the fellowſhip of the people, underſtanding and feeling 
their immediate intereſt in the conteſt, your aſſociation, when- 
ever it grapples with that powerful deſpotiſm to which it is op- 
poſed, and to which a conſtitutional cloak gives double ſtrength, 
vill moſt aſſuredly crumble to duſt. | | 
Here, Sir, it is with peculiar ſatisfaction that the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information can expreſs its belief, that to its own 
unequivocal, Declaration of Rights, without which no Engliſh- 
man can be a Free Man, nor the Engliſh nation Free People,“ 
it uwes that confidence, on the part of all true friends to a ſub- 
ſtantial Reform of Parliament, which in all periods of the 
ſocicty's exiſtence it has invariably experienced. 

This ſhort declaration, containing no more than four diſtin& 
profoſitions, ſatisfied the people that the ſociety aſſumed not the 
office of Reformer without knowing uh preciſion what wanted 
Reform; nor the character ot friend, without manitcſting that 
ſincerity which gave proof of its attachment. It left to ſuch 
Reſormers as Mr. Burke to talk of the Peopie's Liberties, and at 
the ſame time to deny or explain away their Rights. 
This Society, Sir, truſts that the purity of principle which 
actuated individual Members of Parliament, who joined the 
aſſociations that have been ſpoken of, will in no degree be affected 
by the obſervations that have been made upon the inſufficiency 
of thoſe aſſociations. But, convinced that a ſtrong impreſſion 
ſtill remains upon the minds of the people, that in general per- 
lons who have long been accuſtomed to hold ſeats in the Houſe 
of Commons under the preſent abuſes in the repreſentation, and 
Whoſe connections are all ariſtocratic, muſt be almoſt more than 
men, at once and completely to ſacrifice both prejudice and un- 
warranted power at the-Altar of Freedom; —this ſociety, con- 
vinced, I ſay, Sir, of the exiſtence of this impreſſion, would not 
ſuffer its er to ſtand in the way of its duty on this impor- 
tant occaſion; but determined, with the frankneſs helonging to 
ſincere affection, to warn its new brethren againſt a danger to 
which they might otherwiſe become expoſed through mere inad- 
vertene ; 5 n 

That the diſtinguiſhed perſons who have adorned the ſenate, 

and now adorn your ſociety, may be found equal to the ſub- 


truth which, under a benign Providence, is now ſweeping from 
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lime efforts of virtue which their fituation now demands, and 


may on that accormt receive the — of their country and of 
mankind to the lateſt 23 is the ſincere, the ardent wiſh of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information! In whoſe name J 
have the honour to ſubſcribe myſe}f, with great regard. 


': Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be ſigned by the Chairman of 


this Meeting, and ſent to the ſaid ſociety at their next general 


meeting. | $4 
a | At a Meeting, May 4, 1792. Wo 
Read Letter from the Revolution Societies at Norwich, as 

| follows : 


To the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a communi. - 


cation with you at this time, when corruption has acquired a 

ublicity in the ſenate, which exacts from the honour of the 
Britiſh nation renewed exertions for Parliamentary Reform.— 
Without pre-judging the probable event of ſuch an application 
to the legiſlature, this ſociety is willing to circulate the informa- 


tion, and to co-operate in the meaſure that may ſeem beſt adapted 


to further ſo deſirable and ſo important an end. Tt is willing to 
hope the redreſs of every exiſting grievance at the hands -fa 
government reſulting from an extraordinary convocation, in 
1688, of all who had at any preceding time been elected repre- 
ſentatives of the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary counſellors of 


the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis, which 


National Conſtituting Aſſembly caſhiered for miſconduct a King 


| of the Houſe of Stuart. 


The opinions and principles of this ſociety are beſt explained 
by an appeal to their literary repreſentatives. To James Mac- 
kintoſh, author of the Vindiciæ Gallice, this ſociety offers the 
tribute of its patio and Gratitude, for the knowledge, the 
eloquence, and philoſophical ſpirit with which he has explained, 
defended, and commended the Rewvolntion of France. It heſitates to 
aſſent to this only of his opinions, that * there are but two in- 
tereſts in ſociety, thoſe of the rich and thoſe of the poor.” If 
fo, what chance have the latter ? Surely the intereſts of all the 
induſtrious, from the richeſt merchant, to the pooreſt mechanic, 
are in every community the ſame---to leſſen the numbers of the 
unproductive, to whoſe maintenance they contribute, and to do 
away ſuch inſtitutions and impoſts as abridge the means of main- 
tenance, by reſiſting the demand for labour, or by ſharing it 
reward; as the means moſt conducive to this comprehenſive end, 
the Norwich Revolution Society deſires an equitabie repreſenta» 
tion of the pope: | 

The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and The Advice to the 


Privileged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with at · 
tention, and circulated with avidity. They point out with clear- 


neſs moſt of the abuſes which have accumulated under the Britij 
Government; they attack with energy moſt of the prejudices which 
bave tended to perpetuate them. 

_ Internally, our ſociety is thus organized: —Any perſon pro- 


poſed and ſeconded by a member is received, on paying an ad- 
5 1 | | miſſion 


miſſion 
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' miffion fine, and obliging himſelf to an anmul contribution towatd 
the purchaſe of books for the uſe of the ſociety, and for inculca- 


tion among the confedera'ed clubs, The members aſſemble mawice, 


monthly. A committee F c:rreſp ndence is periodically elected by 
ballot, to ſelect books, and to conduct the other literary buſineſs. 
A c:mmittee if tavelve is periodically named by acclamati;n to attend 
ſeerally the meetings of the various confederated clubs, which are 
invited in like manner to depute a member to the monthly meetings 

this : theſe clubs are now ſeven in number; and more are ex- 
peed to announce their adherence. The Norwich Revolution 
dociety, propoſing to extend tliis form of combination, recom- 
mends for admiſſion into the London Society for Conſtitutional 
Information the following twelve perſons: | | 

| ; Chairman 


Norwich, 
April 26th, 1792. 


At a Meeting, 11th of May 17922 | 
Reſolved, 'That there be a communication from this ſociety 
with the Society of the Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, 
known by the name of The Jacohyns. 
Read the following Addreſs from this ſociety to the Society of 
Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, called The Jacobing. 
5 ADDRESS. Reel 
Brothers, and fellow citizens of the world, 
The cordial and affectionate reception with which you have ho- 
noured our worthy countrymen Mr. Thomas Cooper and Mr. 


James Watt, members of the Society of Mancheſter, -and united 
with our ſociety, has been communicated to us by the correſpon- 


dence of thoſe gentlemen. | 
In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Reyolution 


which your nation has accompliſhed, we ſpeak a language which 


we, 4incerity can dictate. 1 | 

he formality of courts affords no example to us. To do our 
thoughts Juſtice, we give to the heart the liberty it delights in, 
and hail you as brothers. | | | Je 2 — 
It is not among the leaſt of the revolutions which time is un- 
folding to an aſtoniſhed world, that two nations, nurſed hy ſome 
wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, ſhould ſo ſuddegly break their 
common odious chain, and ruſh into amity. $090 


The principle that can produce uch an effect, is the offspring 
of no earthly court; and whilſti exhiþits to us the expenſive 
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Vor. IV. Ss 9 


— . 


„ 


3 


* * 
— — —  — _ — 
— 9 —— 


* ; 
* — 2. "4 

9 — . — © * * 32 ” Ps = . — 8 

3 nnn 1 Nr 2 — * | 8 2 

Fouts ef a> n bo II . REERECEabat — . — r 

| 22; — — E ———K— — — 
888 = TI — — ö ———ů— 
— _ 2 - - 
— * — N Dos —.— — 4 
N * — 1 #: — 
nity 


i» Jy 


— nd 


. "IS 
EI NES 


WARS Lou 
— — ET nn: rs ea — — 5 
N — — — = 


La atone tank eons an” | mo 
„ — 
ED IN A TORT oe 


WL) HL a 
n 0 
ere 


— 


a 
JED gs BR _— 
8 — 
= py 2 — : * * _— ” 2 
6 - 4g > - as be \ 5 
n 
2 ES a mw. : 
- £ "bo n * W 
/ 


- — 
. * hy 8 
—— — vt 


2 _ * 


—— 
— - r 
— ji 5 


„5 APPENDIX TO THE SECOND REPORT or 


iniquity of former politics, it enables us, with bold felicity, to 


ſay, We have done with them! | 

In contemplating the political condition. of nations, we cannot 

conceive a more diabolical ſyſtem of government, than that which 

haas hitherto been generally practiſed over the world: to feed the 
avarice and g atify the wickedneſs of ambition, the fraternity of 
the human race has been deſtroyed; as if the ſeveral nations of the 
earth had been created by rival Gods. Man has not conſidered 
man as the work of One Creator. | | 

The political inſtitutions under which he has lived have been 
counter to whatever religion he profeſſed. 

Inſtead of chat univerſal benevolence which the morl'ty of 
every known religion declares, he has been politically bred to 
conſider his ſpecies as his natural enemy, and to deſcribe virtues 
and vices by a geographical chart. 

The princip'es we now declare are not peculiar to the ſociety 
that addreſſes you; they are extending themſelves, with accu- 
mulating force, througl. every part of our country, and derive 
e from an union of cauſes, which no other principles 
Admit. 

The religious friend of man, of every denomination, records 
them as his own; they animate the lover of rational liberty; 
and they cheriſh the heart of the poor, now bending under an 
oppreſſion of taxes, by a proſpe of relief. . 

We have againſt us only that ſame enemy which 1s the ener y 
of juſtice in all countries—a herd of courtiers fattening on tic 
ſpoil of the public. | 5 | | 

It would have given an additional triumph to our congratula- 
tione, if the equal rights of man (which are the fou dation of 
your declaration of Rights) had been recognized by the goverr- 
ments around ycu, and tranqully eſtabliſhed in all: but it deſ- 
potiſms be ſtill reſerved, to exhibit, by conſpiracy and combina- 
tion, a further example of infamy to future ages, that powe that 
diſpoſes of events beſt knows the means of making tha: example 
_ finally beneficial to his creatures.  _ 

We have beheld your peaceab'e principles inſulted by deſpotie 
Ignorance: we h.ve ſeen the right hand ot fellowſhip, which you 
hold opt to the world, rejected by thoſe who riot on its plunder: 
we now behold you a nat on provoked into defence; and we can 
ſee no mode of defence equal to that of eſtabl:ſhing the general 
freedom of Eu: ope, | | \ 

In ty ĩs beſt . we wiſh you ſucceſs. Our hearts go with 
you and ia ſaying this, we believe we utter the voice of mil- 
ions. RE: 3 

Reſolved, That the above addreſs be ſigned by the chairman, 
and that — be requeſed to tranſmit it, wi. all poflible 
diſpatch, to — — at Paris, = 

Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be read a ſecond time at the 
next meeting, fo publication. N | 

Reſolved, That' a committee be appointed to meet the com- 


tac 


mitteęs of the Southwark, London, and Wellminſter Sogieties ud | 
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Second Parts of Rights o 


the Friends of he People, to-morrow evening, at ſeven o'clotk, 
at the White 'Hart Tavern in Holborn, a d be empowered to co- 
operate with them in the publication of the four reſolutions con- 
tained in the declaration heretofore publiſhed. by this ſociety, 
| At a Meeting, 18th May 1792 
The Addreſs to the Jacobins ordered to be publiſhed. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Paine, acquainting the 
ſociety that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap edition of the 


Firſt and Second Parts of the Rights of Man. YT 
Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid to- 
wards ſupporting the rights of the nation. | 


Sir, London, May 18th, 1792. 


The honourable patronage which the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information has repeatedly given to the works, inti uled “ Rights 
of Man,” renders it incumbent on me to communicate to them 
whatever relates to the progreſs of thoſe works. 

A great number of letters, from varions parts of the country, 
have come to me, e an earneſt deſire that the Firſt and 
f Man' could be rendered more ge- 

nerally uſe ful, by printing them in a cheaper manner than they 
have hitherto been: as thoſe requeſts were from perſons to wham 
the purchaſe at the preſent price was inconvenient, I took the 
proper means for complying. with ti eit requeſt. „„ 

I am ſince informed that the miniſtry intend bringing a proſe- 


eution; and. as a nation (as well the poor as the rich) his a right 
to know what any works are that are made the ſubje& of a pro- 


ſecution, the getting out a cheap edition is, I conceive, rendered 
more neceſſary than. before, as a means towards ſupporting that 
right ;z—and I have the pleaſure of informing the ſociety that I 
am proceeding with the work. EL 
4 Lam, Se. 
a . | THOMAS PAINE, 
To the Chairman of the Society for : 
Conſtitutional Information. | 


faid letter, and came to the following Reſolutions : 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Mr. 
Thomas Paine, for the communication he has made, and for 
the patriotic diſintereſtedneſs mar i eſted therein. | 

Reſolved, That this ſociety willi contribute its utmoſt aid to- 
wards ſupporting the rights of the nation, and the fre-dom of 
the preſs, and him who has ſo eſſentially and ſucceſsfully con- 
tributed to both. ö 5 

Reſolved, That the right of inveſtigating principles and ſyſtems 
of government is one of theſe rights; and that the works of any 
author, which cannot be refuted by reaſon, cannot, on the prin- 
ciples of good government or of common ſeaſe, be made the 
ſubject of a proſecution, | ee „ 

Reſolved, That the exceſſive taxes which this country pays, 
being now ſeventeen millions annually, give an additional mo- 
uve for the exerciſe of this right, aud render it at the ſame time 
| | : q 2 e a more 


The ſociety took into conſideration the contents of the afore · 
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a more immediate duty the nation owes to itſelf, to enter upon 
and promote all ſuch inveſtigations. | | 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into the 
rumour of the above-mentioned proſecution ; and to report there. 
on to the ſociety at its next meeting. | 

Reſolved, That a copy of Mr. Paine's Letter, together with 
theſe reſolutions, be tranſmitted to all the aſſociated ſocieties in 
town and country; and that this ſociety do congratulate them on 
the firm and orderly ſpirit, and das 69 perſeverance, manifeſted 
en all their proceedings, and exhort them to a ſteady continuance 
therein. : : 

Reſolved, That 3,00e copies of the above Letter and Reſolu- 
tions be printed, for the uſe of this ſociety. 

At a Meeting, 25th May 1792. 

Reſolved, That 6,000 more copies of the bills directed at the 
laſt meeting be printed: that 100 be ſent to each of the twelve 
aſſociated members of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Societies; 100 
to each of the twelve aſſociated members of the Norwich Con- 
ſtitutional Society; 200 to each of the other ſocieties correſ- 
ponding with this ſociety ; 200 to Derby; and 200 to the $0: 
ciety at Belpar. | | | 

Read a paper called a Proclamation, dated the 21ſt inſtant, for 
ſuppreſſing feditious publications, | 

The ſociety came to ſeveral reſolutions on this proclamation ; 
the laſt of which is, | | | 

That the monſtrous enormity and grievance of the preſent na. 
tional debt; | 595 

The grievous oppreſſion of ſeventeen millions annually of 
taxes; 3 
Ihe ſcandalous duration of parliaments for ſeven years; 

Private proprietors of boroughs, falſely pretending to be, and 
really acting as, Repreſentatives of the People; 

Judges claiming 1n all caſes, and under all circumſtances, the 
determination of the criminality or innocence of any act, exclu- 
ſively of the jury; expenſive armaments, and menacing procla- 
mations and encampments in time of a profound peace: * 

Theſe things we cannot believe either wiſe or wholeſome ; and 
we declare it to be a fatal omiflion, at the time of the revolution, 
that theſe things were not ſufficiently guarded againſt; and we 
feel it our duty, to the utmoſt of our power, to obtain a full and 
fair repreſentation of the people, which we hold to be the only 
effectual ſecurity for their rights, liberties, and property, and to 
be the only meafure that can produce, ** that due ſubmiſſion to 
the laws, and that juſt confidence in the integrity and wiſdom 
of parliament,” which are declared in the ſaid paper, called a 


proclamation, to be the chief cauſes (under Providence) of the 


wealth, the happineſs, and the proſperity of the kingdom.” 

Read a communication from the London Correſponding So- 

ciety, as follows : PARTE OE 

„ 5 | 

By direction of the delegates of the London Correſponding So- 

clety, I have the konour of encloſing to you a copy of — wo 
| e | reſs 
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dreſs and regulations, which I requeſt you will communicate to 
the Conſtitutional Society. hy 75 
| | I am truly, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and 
very humble ſervant, 


Bell, Range Street, 
May 24th, 1792. 

To 1 the 
Conſtitutional Society. 8 ; 8 | 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be returned to the 
London Correſponding Society, for the communicatior. which it 
has made to this ſociety ; and that the further conſideration of the 
ſaid communication be poſtponed to the next meeting of this 
ſociety. | 

| g At a Meeting, iſt June 1792. 12 

The ſecretary reported that he had ſent 1,200 of the printed 
bills ordered at the laſt meeting to the Sheffield Conſtitutional 
Society ;—1,200 to Norwich Conſtitutional Society; —to the 
Southwark Conſtitutional Society 200;—to the London Correſ- 
ponding Society 200;—to a perſon to be forwarded to Derby 200; 
—to the Conftitutional Whigs 200; —to the Society at Belpar 
200.4: | 

Reſolved, That the ſecretary do ſend to Birmingham 600 ;— 
to the Society at Aldgate 200;—to Mancheſter 1, 200; — to Li- 
verpool 200 ;—to Cambridge 500;—and 400 to [a perſon] to be 
diſtributed among the Societies in the neighbourhood of Glaſ- 


ow. 
l Read a Letter from the Correſponding Society as follows : 

by | 31ſt May, 1792. 

The London Correſponding Soeiety return thanks to the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information for the communication of 
Mr. Thomas Paine's Letter to them) and of their reſolutions ſab» 
ſequent thereto. 

It gives us infinite ſatisfaction to think that mankind will ſoon 
reap the advantage of Mr. Paine's labours, in a new and cheaper 
edition of the Rights of Man. | 
We are, however, no ways ſurpriſed at the report of a proſe- 
cution being commenced againſt his works, for, by the doctrine 
ſubſtituted for law in England, that truth conſtitutes the libel, 
the very many truths in both volumes of the Rights of Man, 
render them completely libellous, and force adminiſtration, per- 
haps againſt their inclination, to ſubmit them to the impartial in- 
veſtigation of competent judges. | | 
His majeſty's proclamation next engages our notice; after 
reading it with great attention, we diſcard an idea thrown out by 


ſome, that it had been drawn up and ſent forth at this junQuure 


with a view of raiſing unfavourable prejudices in the minds of the 
people againſt Mr. Paine, or his works, now under a proſecu- 
tion; inaſmuch as ſuch an attempt, if it could be proved, would 
not only bear malice on the face of it, but would likewiſe be a 
moſt daring violation of the laws. 
Mile are more willing to diſcover therein his majeſty's great 
_ goodneſs of heart and paternal care, anticipating our warmeſt 
; 85 wiches, 
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wiſhes, giving the greateſt encouragement to our different ſocie- 
ties, and holding forth the ſame ſtrong defire with us 7 abiding 
by the conſtitution in its pure and uncorrupt ſtate, of ſecuring the public 
peace aud proſperity, of preſerving to ALL the full enjoyment of their 
rights and liberties, both religious and civil; and ſeeming in fact to 
encourage them under the moſt ſerious conſideration of 7heir oy; 
vel fare and that of their poſterity, to join us, and unite their en- 
deavours with ours in guarding againſt all attempts, aiming at ibe 
fubver ſion of wholeſome and regular government, and to diſcourage and 
repreſs, to the utmoſt of their power, all proceedings tending to product 
riots and tumults. 8 | 
Our ends being thus uncontrovertibly the ſame, and thereby 
enjoying the royal ſanction, we imagine that in exerciſing our 
right of meeting, when and where we pleaſe, of canvaſſing ſuch 
ſubjects as we think proper, of inſtructing our fellow citizens, 
and of uniting our endeavours to obtain a perfect repreſentation 
in parliament, we are taking the trueſt method of ſecuring to our- 
ſelves and our poſterity all the bleſſings of liberty and peace. 

Vielding to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, both 
In priority of inſtitution, and in greatneſs of abilities, we yet put 
in our claim for equality of zeal towards the public good, and 

ſum determination to obtain it. | . : 

| — — Chairman. 

g 25 — — YC. 

To the Chairman of the Society for — 
Conſtitutional Information | 


Ordered, That the faid letter be publiſhed in ſuch newſpapers 


as will receive the advertiſements of this ſociety. 


Refolved, That an open committee do take into conſideration 


Paine's Letter, and have power to tranſmit copies to the different 
_ Correſponding Societies. - 
6,000 copies of tte reſolutions relative to the proclamation to 
be printed, and ſent to the different Correſponding Societies. 
At a Meeting, 15th June 1792. 


Read aletter from the London 3 Society, ſtating, 


that they had dpened a ſubſcription ſor the defence of Mr. Paine, 
and that they wiſhed fix of their members might be aſſociated 
with this ſociety. | | | 
Ordered, That the ſecretary be deſired to inform the ſecretary 
of the London Correſponding Society, that this ſociety received 
their propoſal with pleaſure; and are willing to admit ſuch fix of 
the members whom they ſhall nominate, to be aſſociated members 
of this ſociety. | | | 5 
Reſolved, That a ſubſcription be opened in this ſociety for the 
benefit of Mr. Thomas Paine, Author of The Rights of Man. 
| Ordered, That the letter of the London Correiponding Socie- 
ty, and the two laſt reſolutions, be publiſhed in the newſpapers. 
_ Reſolved, That 12,000 copies of Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, be printed by this ſociety, for the purpoſe of 
being tranſmitted to our corre:pondents throughout Great Brti- 
tain ; and that a committee be appointed to direct the ſame, 


of our 
follow! 
honou! 
be be 
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7 At a Meeting, 22d June 1792 | 
A member reported that an information — filed againſt Mr. 
Paine, for his publication of The Rights of Man. 
* Ordered, That the ſubſcription entered into for the benefit of 
Mr. Thomas Paine be entered in a ſeparate part of the book, 
and kept open for the members of this ſociety. | 5 
f At a Meeting, 29th June 1792. | 
The committee report a plan of diſtribution of the 12,050 
copies of Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Dundas; which is adopted. 
| At a Meeting, 6th July 1792. 
Read Letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding 
ao any wrt Society. | ES 
Sir, ts 5, | 3 
In the name of the London Correſponding Society, I have to 
return thanks to the Society for Conſtitutional Information for 
their preſent of 200 copies of their reſolutions reſpecting the king's 
proclamation, as alſo for the 200 copies of Mr. Paine's Letter, 


&c,—Likewiſe Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas j— 
by care in the diſtribution of them, thoſe 600 papers ſhall be ſeen _ 


by as many thouſand perſons. | 
We find ourſelves highly favoured by your readineſs to admit fix 
of our members among you; I am directed to forward to you the 
following ſix names as the perſons choſen by our ſociety for that 
honourable purpoſe; our ſenſe of the favour ſo conferred will 
be beſt expreſſed by their cloſe attendance at your inſtructive 
meetings, and conſtant endeavours to forward the ſo beneficia', 
and ſo muoh wanted reform of parliamentary repreſentation. 
| I am, Sir , Ys 2s 
| with great reſpece, | 
July 6, 1792. Your very humble ſervant, 
i — Secretary. ' 
A deputation from the Friends of the People in Southwark, 
on the ſubject of the dinner of 14th July, attended. | 
On a motion to dine with them, the previous queſtion put, 
and carried, - | e . | 
At a Meeting, 13th July 1792. 


The fix. gentlemen recommended by the London Correſponding 


Society, unanimouſly elected. 
The ſociety to dine at the Shakeſpeare the 14th of July. 
At a Meeting 28th September 1792. 

Read a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, to the 


. Secretary. 
Sir, 


The London Correſponding Society having taken the reſolu- 
don of tranſmitting to the French National Convention an Ad- 


dreſs (hgned by all the members, or by the different delegates, 


each ſtating for how many members he ſigns) to aſſure that ſuf- 
fering nation that we ſympathiſe with them in t eir misfortunes — 
that we view their exertions with admiration—that we wiſh to give 
them all ſuch countenance and ſupport as individuals anfupported 
and opprefled themſelves can afford—and that ſhould thoſe. in 
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power here dare (in violation of the nation's pledged faith of 
neutrality, and in oppoſition to the well. known ſentiments of the 
people at large) to join the German band of deſpots united againſt 


liberty, we diſclaim all concurrence therein, and will, to a man, 


exert every juſtiſiable means for counteracting their machinations 
againſt the freedom and the happineſs of mankind. 
I am ordered by the committee to acquaint the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information therewith, in order to be favoured 
with their opinion thereon, and in hopes that if they approve the 
idea, and recommend its adoption to the different ſocieties, the 
publication of ſuch a relpectable number of real names will greatly 
check the hoſtile meaſures which might otherwiſe be put in execution. 
I am, with great reſpect, 
Dear Sir, | 


London, 21ſt Sept. 1792. Vour very humble ſervant, 


— — Secretary, | 


| Reſolved, That the ſecretary expreſs the thanks of this ſociety 
to the London Correſponding Society, for their communication ; 
and acquaint them that this ſociety do highly approve of their 
Intention. | BR 
Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be read at the next meeting, 
for the purpoſe of conſidering of publiſhing the ſame. ' 
| At a Meeting, 5th October 1792. 
Reſolved, That the letter from the Correſponding Society en- 
tered on the minutes of the laſt meeting, together with the reſo- 
lution af the ſociety thereon, be publiſhed in the newſpapers. 


Read a letter from the Conſtitutional ws independent, and 


Friends of the People, accompanied with fifty copies of a letter 
tranſmitted to them from the Friends of Freedom at Cherbourg. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary return the thanks of this ſocieiy 
to the Conſtitutional Whigs, for their communication. 

3h At a Meeting, 12th October 1792. | 

Read Mr. Barlow's Letter to the National Convention of 
France, on the defects of the Conſtitution of 1791, and the ex- 
tent of the amendments which ought to be applied. 

Reſolved, That — —— be requeſted to draw up an anſwer 
to the letter of Mr. Barlow, read at the laſt meeting, expreſſing 
how much pride this ſociety feel at having elected him an honorary 
member. N | : N 

Ordered, That the ſecretary be directed to tranſmit a copy 
of the Argus of to-morrow to each of the members of this ſociety. 

Read __—_ from the London Correſponding Society, with an 
| 1 Addreſs to the National Convention of France. 

. | | | | 

Your favour of the 3d inſtant, informing us that our propoſal 
for addreſſing the French National Convention had met with the 
approbation of the Society for Conſtitutional Information ; we 
have encloſed you a copy of the addreſs we have drawn up and 

mean to ſend, the ſociety at large having approved of it. | 
Not inthe leaſt preſuming to propoſe it for the adoption of your 


ſociety, ourſelves will joy fully throw if aſide, and as readily ſub- 


ſcribe to any production of yours better calculated to anſwer the 
| | purpoſe, 
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hs oſe, and leſs unworthy being preſented to ſo auguſt an aſ- 


| 00 no other be produced, we imagine this plain but honeſt 
addreſs will be adopted by ſome other ſocieties, in concurrence 
with our own, and, reſpecting the manner of ſigning, of con · 
veying, and of preſenting it, your better experienced advice will 
greatly oblige, gentlemen, 1 | | 

EEE 2 | Your very humble ſervant, for the Com- 

| mittee of the London Correſponding 

Society, | 105 
0 MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
. Thurſday, 11th Oct. 1792. | Sec, 
Fren 8 5 | | | 
While Foreign robbers are ravaging gut territories under the 
| fſpecious pretext of juſtice, cruelty and deſolation leading on their 
| van, perfidy with treachery bringing up their rear, yet mercy and 
friendſhip impudently held forth to the world as the ſole motives 
of their incurſions, the oppreſſed part of mankind, forgetting for 
a while their own ſufferings, feel only for yours, and with an anxi- 
ous eye watch the event, fervently ſupplicating the Almighty 
Ruler of the univerſe to be favourable to your cauſe, ſo intimately 
blended with their own. Frowned upon by anoppreflive ſyſtem of 
controul, whoſe gradual but continued encroachmeats have 5 — 
this nation of nearly all its boaſted liberty, and brought us almoſt 
to that abject ſtate of ſlavery from which you have ſo emerged, 
five thouſand Britiſh citizens, indignant, manfully ftep forth to 
reſcue their country from the opprobium brought upon it by the 
ſupine conduct of thoſe in power; they conceive it to be the duty 
of Britons to countenance and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their power, 
the champions of human happineſs, and to ſwear to a nation pro- 
ceeding on the plan you have adopted, an inviolable friendſhip z 
ſacred from this day be that friendſhip between us, and my 
vengeance to the uttermoſt overtake the man who, hereafter, 
attempt to cauſe a rupture, | 

Though we appear ſo few at preſent, be aſſured, Frenchmen, 
that our number increaſes daily. It is true, that the Kern uplifted 
arm of authority at preſent keeps back the timid ; that buſily cir- 
culated impoſtures hourly miſlead the credulous ; and that court 
intimacy with avowed French traitors has ſome effe& on the un- 
wary and on the ambitious ; but with certainty we can inform you, 
friends and freemen, that information makes a rapid progreſs 
among us; -curioſity has taken poſſeſſion of the public mind; the 
conjoint reign of ignoraiice and deſpotiſm paſſes away; men now 
aſk each other what is freedom, what are our rights? Frenchmen, 
you are already free, and Britons are preparing to become ſo. 


Caſting far from'us the criminal prejudices arcfully inculcated by 


evil minded men and wily courtiers, we, inſtead of natural ene- 


mies, at length diſcover in Frenchmen our fellow citizens of the 


world, and our brethern by the ſame Heavenly Father, who creat- 
ed us for the purpoſe of loving and mutually affiſting each other, 
ar not to hate, and to be eyer ready to cut each others throats at 
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the command of weak and ambitious kings and corrupt miniſters 
Seeking our real enemies, we find them in our boſoms, we feel 
ourſelves inwardly torn by, and ever the viaims of a reflleſs and 
all conſuming ariſtocracy, hitherto the bane of every nation under 
the ſun. Wiſely have you acted in expelling it from France. 
Warm as our wiſhes are for your ſucceſs, m_— as we are to be- 
hold freedom triumphant, and man every where reſtored to the 


enjoyment of his juſt rights, a ſenſe of our duty as orderly citizens | 


forbids our flying in arms to your aſſiſtance ; our government has 
ledged the National Faith to remain neutral—in a ſtruggle of li- 
Lo againſt deſpotiſm Britons remain neutral! O ſhame! By 
we have entruſted our King with diſcretionary powers, we there. 
Fore muſt obey,—our hands are bound, but our hearts are free, 
and they are with you. | 
Let German deſpots act as they pleaſe, we ſhall rejoice at their 
fall, compaſſionating however their enſlaved ſubjects. We hope 
this tyranny of their maſters will prove the means of re- inſtating, 
in the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties, millions of our 
fellow creatures. | 
With unconcern, therefore, we view the elector of Hanover join 
his troops to traitors and robbers—but the King of Great- Britain 
will do well to remember that this country is not Hanover—ſhould 
he forget this diſtinction we will not. 1 9 
Wbile you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided defend- 
ers of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the numerous bleſſings 
mankind will enjoy. If you ſucceed, as we ardently wiſh, the tri- 
le alliance (not of crowns, but) of the people of America, 
E rance, and Britain, will give freedom to Europe, and peace to 
the whole worid. Dear friends, you combat for the advantage of 
the human race—How well purchaſed will be, though at the ex- 
ence of much blood, the glorious unprecedented privilege of ſay- 
ing mankind is free—Tyrants and tyranny are no more+—Peace 
reigns on the earth, and this is the work of Frenchmen. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to the 
Londen Correſponding Society for the abpve 4714 tranſmitted 
by them; and that the ſecretary acquaint them this ſociety do 
highly approve of the ſpirit of the ſame. DTS 
At a meeting 19th October, 1792, an anſwer to Joel Barlow, 
prepared by ——— was produced, read, approved, and, with 
his letter ordered to be publiſhed. _ | 
A committee appointed to confer with the delegates of the Lon - 
don Correſponding Society, on an addreſs to the National Con- 
vention of France. | 
At a meeting 26th October, 1592, the ſecretary read the report 
of the committee appointed at the laſt meeting. 


Reſolved, 1ſt, That it is the opinion of this committee, the 


Purpoſe of the addreſs drawn up by the London Correſponding 
Society will be much better anſwered by ſeparate addreſſes from 
the different ſocieties, than by one Joint addreſs. 
. 2d, That the committee, for that reaſon, do not recommend at 
concurrence with the London Correſponding Society in the preſens 


tation of a joint addreſs, 
2 | 
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zd, That the committee, warmly approving the principles and 
ſpirit of the addreſs from the London-Correſponding Society, re- 
comniend the ſociety to follow {6 laudable an example. | 
Ath, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the thanks of 
me ſociety are due to the gentlemen delegates from the London 
Correſponding Society for their punctual attendance, and for the 
able and candid manner in which :hey aſſiſted in diſcuſſing the ſub- 
gect of the conference. 
Read a letter, with its encloſure, from the editor of the patriot, 
at Sheffield, JOE: | | 
The letter itſelf complains of the Conſtitutional Society for not 
anſwering a former letter, and encloſes a letter from the editor to 
a ſociety at Stockport, which ſociety the writer recommends to the 
attention and protection of the Conſtitutional Society. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from the incloſure. | 
It only remains then for us, ſeeing the great and innumerable. 
difficulties, we bave to encounter, to caſt about for the moſt likely 
and proper means arid weapons by which to defend ourſelves, and 
to forward and ſupport: ſuch meaſures as it may be neceſſary to 
purſue; and on this head, my good Sir, permit me to impreſs it 
on the minds of your ſociety, that reaſon, imperial reaſon, muſt 
ever be our generaliſſimo or commander in chief; when J ſay this, 
J beg leave to add, that art muſt be ſecond in command. By the 
word * art?” I do not mean low craft or cunning, but that mode of 
application of our reaſon and arguments on different men and on 
different occaſions, which only a conſiderable degree of ſtudy, and 
practical knowledge alſo of men and manners, can ever furniſh us 
with. ſo as to make us proficients. * bh 
| Allow me then to obſerve to you, Sir, that I perfectly coincide = 5 
with you in opinion with regard to the different ſocieties appoint- | 
ing delegates to go into the different villages and country places | 
for the purpoſe of informing their minds, and roufing them from | 1 
the lethargy in which they ſeem plunged—1 have already com- 
municated the ſame idea to the London Conftitutional and Correſ- 
fre Societies, and to thoſe of Norwich and Mancheſter, and 
I hope it will ſoon be univerſally adopted by every one. But the 
grand object to be attended to on this head is the Choice of men to 
de appointed; a neglect of this kind had like to have had very 
aukward conſequences in this neighbourhood, and if not immedi- 
ately checked would have 'injured the cauſe of freedom very 
greatly; infinite care and eircumſpection will thereof be neceſſary 
on this head. h | 
As I am on the ſuhject, permit me to ſuggeſt to thoſe members 
of your ſociety who niay undertake this arduous but honourable 
and praiſe-worthy taſk, that they cannot be too cautious in their 
mode of proceeding The minds of men, for the wiſeſt and beft 
purpoſes, are formed by the Great Creator as various and unlike 
each other as their faces, and their paſſions reign over each with 
the ſame uncertain and variegated ſway ; and in the {ame manner 
that Sir Robert Walpole (one of the elders and fathers of cor- 
Tuption) very juſtly obſerved that every man has his price in the 
way of being bought, ſo we may fairly apply the ſame maxim to 
ee r 2 85 mankind 
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mankind in general in the article of perſuaſion, and the dexterous 
method of bringing them from wrong opinions they may have 
formed, or prejudices they may have imbibed, by an attentive ob. 
ſervation of their intelle&ual faculties, and that leading paſſion of 
the ſoul which governs the main ſpring of their. moſt material ac. 
tions. | | | 
For example, the generality of farmers in this county and Lan. 
eaſhire are as ignorant as the brutes they ride to market, and ſo 
abſorbed in the ſordid idea of getting, that provided they can keep 
up the prices of grain, cattle, &c. fo as to anſwer their landlords, 
and pay their taxes, however enormous, they are too ſluggiſh and 
indolent to think about reforms, or any thing of the End; yet 
there is one ſtring about their hearts, which, being ſcilfully touch- 
ed, will make them dance to any tune, and move to any meaſure. 
This is the ſubje& of gythes; and why does it touch them? why, 
Sir, becauſe it is within the ſcope of their limited capacity —igno- 
rant as they are in other matters, they ſee and puygently feel the 
weight of this baneful and unjuſt devourer of all their improve- 
ments in agriculture and huſbandry; and, I believe, did every tax 
operate in the ſame viſible degree which this impoſition does, I 
fear there would be an end to the idea of taxation being ſubmitted 
to at all. Indeed, as taxes are laid on at preſent by thoſe who do 
not repreſent us, the taxation is neither more nor leſs than rob- 
bery, a ſubmiſſion to it, ſlavery. "ts, 

But to return to my ſubject: In the ſame manner that a farmer 
may be rouſed by the mention of tythes, the ſhoemakers may by the exceſs 
five dearneſs of leather, the inn-keeper by the numerous and unneceſſary 
fanding army, and ALL by a temperate and diſpaſſionate relation of the 
immenſe number of finecure places and uſeleſs offices, in which the cor- 
rupt and proſtitute favourities, agents, and dependants of the rich 
and great riot in the ſpoils and plunder wreſted from the ſweat of 
the brow, and continual labour of body, of the huſbandman, the 
mechanic, the labourer, and the artificer. It is by no means a 
difficult matter to raiſe general indignation at the idea of ſo ſmall 
a comparative number of uſeleſs, idle, and profligate Drones ſuck- 
ing and ſquandering away the honey produced by ſuch immenſe 
numbers of hard toaling. and induſtrious Bees. If you (for I am 
certain you will be one of the moſt ative of theſe delegates) meet 
with men who have violent prejudices in favour of any abt or 
party, never attack thoſe prejudices dire#ly,' for that will only en- 
flame and confirm them the more; paſs them over for the preſent, 
and engage their attention towards ſomething elſe, in which they 
will liſten with a leſs degree of apprehenſion of being attacked in 
a favourite point; once gain their good opinion, and open their 
eyes to one evil, they will be more ready to hear you on others, 
till at laſt the favoured object by which their eyes were jaundiced 
will appear in its true colours, and fall before your arguments like 
all the reſt. 9 „„ ; 
here is one thing above all others which requires to be parti- 
cularly attended to, and that is, to endeavour to undeceive the 
maſs-of people with reſpect to thoſe falſehoods which have been 


induſtriouſly propagated by the epemies to a reform, in _ 2 


% 
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blind, delude, and terrify all ranks of people who are any way in- 


dependent, or poſſeſſed of property. One of theſe falſehoads. is 


' « that the advocates. of reform wiſh to introduce a levelling 


ſcheme; or an equal partition of property.” This alarms the far- 
mers, and indeed all claſſes of men, who by their induſtry, or other 
adyentitious circumſtances, are poſſeſſed of the goods of this world. 
So many vile miniſterial prints as have propagated this doctrine, 
aided and aſſiſted by the private repreſentations, or rather miſre- 


preſentations, of the clergy, and other tools of government, and of 


privileged orders, have had a very wonderful and baneful effe& 
on the multitude, and have ſtamped a dread of reform on the minds 
of many that I know, whoſe ſituations in life would induce one 
reaſonably to ſuppoſe it impoſſible ſo completely to impoſe upon 
them; however, it always has been the caſe, that falſehoods boldly 
uttered may prevail for a time, but muſt be overwhelmed in the 
end by the bright and ſacred energies of truth. 

To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will require 

reat coolneſs, moderation, and patience. I have found the fol- 
lowing method anſwer beſt: Do you know ſuch a gentleman ?”” 
naming ſome one of large property and good character in the 
neighbourhood, who is known to be a friend to a reform. Yes,” 
Well, and do you ſu pole that he would promote a ſcheme 
that would occaſion and obli | 
poſſeſſes, in order for it to be divided among it ſtrangers whom he 


neyer ſaw or heard of? No.“ Why then ſhould you ſuffer 


yourlelf to be impoſed on by ſuch an idle tale, fabricated and cir- 
culated for the purpoſe of raiſing a dread in you againſt thoſe more 


_ enlightened of your fellow citizens who wiſh for a reform, as you 


would did you ſee its neceſſity; a dread which may cauſe you to 
ſhut your eyes upon oppreſſive exciſe and game laws, exorbitant 
tythes, an unneceſſary fanding army, kept on foot at the expence 
of two millions and an half, for the purpoſes of influence and cor- 
ruption; a penſion lift, which is a diſgrace to the government, and 
a ſtigma and reproach on the ſpirit: and prudence of the nation; 
ſinecure places, bor the mere poſſeſſing of which hundreds of indi- 
viduals receive thouſands a year each for doing nothing at all, either 


for the public ſervice or their own ; in ſhort, ſuch an enormous ac- 


cumulation of taxes, and 1o prodigal an expenditure of their pro- 


duce, as no nation on the earth ever heard of or ſubmitted to be- 


fore, To make you ſhut your eyes, and continue blind to theſe 
enormities, thoſe idle and futile tales ale villainouſly diſperſed 
abroad; but believe them not, conſult your own reaſon, and it 
will ſhew you, that there is a palpable lie on the face of every one 


of them?” Then explain the nature, aim, and end of your ſo- 


ciety, invite them to attend it, and to judge for themſelves. If 
they do ſo, they will ſoon aid and aſſiſt you, by adopting fimilar 
ones in their ſeveral neighbourhoods, till in time they will over- 
ſpread the whole ſurface of this Seagirt Iſle. 

At preſent, Sir, I will not trouble you further on the ſubject, 
which I now quit to return to the conduct und regulation of your 
own ſociety, and all others which may ariſe hereafter; and as to 
them, I think the Innkeepers in Stockport, Mancheſter, &c. have 

| given 
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| Oe a hint and leſſon for which you ought to eſteem! your- 
e 


Ives for ever obliged to them. I own their inſolence and auda. 
| — in proceeding as they have done is beyond example, but only 
_ deſerving of contempt—as ſuch, leave them to themfelves. Pub. 
lic houſes were never worthy of receiving ſuch gueſts, whoſe ſacred 
and important duty require and dethand to be performed in man- 
fions more dignified and reſpectable. Your meetings ſhoult be at 
the houſes of one another, in honourable rotation; and; to prevent 
inconvenience from too great a number, not more than ten or 
twelve at the moſt ſhould compofe a primary or diſtrict meeting. 
More members may be admitted in each diſtrict, till they reach 
twenty or twenty-four, according to the number fixed on—but 
then immediately ſhould divide into two diſtri meetings.—The 
ſeveral diſtricts ſhould fend each one member, by election, to a 
meeting of delegates, and this meeting of delegates ſhould ele& 
out of their own body a certain number, which is to compoſe a ſe- 
let committee. This ſelect committee to manage the correſpon- 
dence, and every other important concern, for the whole of the 
diſtricts in any town or pariffi, ſubje& always to the reviſion and 
approbation of the diſtricts. The delegates and ſelect committee 
to be choſen only for a limited time; before the expiration of 
which others to be elected as before, from the diſtricts, to ſupply 
their places, by which rotations every member would in time be. 
come qualified to be a delegate and a ſelett committee man, though 
he might not be ſo on his firſt entrance as a diſtrict member. Theſe 
are only hints, on which you may improve or enlarge as much as 
you pleaſe. . | 


Ordered, That the ſaid letter be taken into conſideration the 


firſt buſineſs at the next meeting. | : 

Reſolved, That at the next meeting of this ſociety they do con- 
ſider of an anſwer to the Correſponding Society, on the ſubject of 
their letter, accompanying their addreſs to the National Conven- 
tion. | . waa 

Reſolved, 'That at the ſaid meeting the ſociety do attend to the 
example of the London Correſponding Society, and conſider of an 
addreſs to the National Convention of France. | 
| At a Meeting, gth November 1792. Fs, 

The committee appointed at the laſt meeting to prepare an ad- 
_ dreſs from this ſociety to the National Convention of France made 
their repo:t, and produced the following addreſs ; which was read 
and approved. Sea | 

| The Society for Conſtitutional Information in London to 

the National Convention in France. 

Servants of a Sovereign. people, and Benefactors of mankind, 
We rejoice that your revolution has artived at that point of per- 
ſection which will permit us to addreſs you by this title; it is the 
only one that can accord with the character of true legiſlators. 
Every ſucceflive epoch in your affairs has added ſomething to the 
triumphs of liberty; and the glorious victory of the 10th of Au- 
guſt has finally prepared the way for a conſlitution, which we truſt 
you will eſtabliſh on the baſis of reaſon and nature. 


Conſide:ing the maſs of deluſion accumulated on mankind to 
| obſcure 
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| obſeure their underſtandings, you cannot be aſtoniſhed at the op. 
poſition you have met both from tyrants and from ſlaves. The 
inſtrument uſed againſt you by each of theſe claſſes is the ſame; 
for in the genea'ogy of human miſeries ignorance is at once the 
parent of oppreſſion and the child of ſubmiſſion. | 

The events of every day are proving that your cauſe is cheriſh- 
ed by the people in all your continental vicinity ; that a majority 
of each of thoſe nations are your real friends, whoſe governments 
have tutored them into apparent foes, and that the only wait to 

de a pi by your arms from the dreaded neceſſity - fighting 
1 them, ; 
The condition of Engliſhmen is lefs to be deplored=here-the 
hand of oppreſſion has not yet ventured completely to raviſh the 
pen from us, nor openly to point the ſword at you. From boſoms 
burning with ardor in your cauſe we tender you our warmeft 
wiſhes ſor the full extent of its progreſs and ſucceſs, It is indeed 
a ſacred cauſe ; we cheriſh it as the pledge of your happineſs, 
our natural and neareſt een and we rely upon it as the bond of 
paternal union to the human race,, in which union our own nation 
will ſarely be one of the firſt to concur, | | 
Our Government has ſtill the power, and perhaps the inclina- 
tion, to employ hirelings to contradict us; but it is our real 
opinion that we now ſpeak the ſentiments of a great majority of 
the Engliſh nation. The people here are wearied with impoſture, 
and worn out with war. They have learned to reflect, that both 
the one and the other are the offspring of unnatural Combinations 
in Society, as relative to ſyſtems of government, not the reſult of 
the 6 temper of nations as relative to each other's hap- 

ineſs, 
f Go on, Legiſlators, in the work of human happineſs. The be- 
nefits will in part be our's, but the glory (hall be all your own—it 
is the reward of your perſeverance ; it is the prize of virtue. The 
ſparks of liberty preſerved in England for ages, like the coruſca- 
tions of the northern Aurora, ſerved but to the darkneſs viſi - 
ble in the reſt of Europe. The luftre of the American Republic, 
like an effulgent morning, aroſe with increaſing vigour, but ſtill 
too diſtant to enlighten our hemiſphere, till the ſplendor of the 
French Revolution buſt forth upon the nations in the full fervour 
of a meridian ſun, and diſplayed in the midft of the European 
the piratical reſult of principles, which philoſophy had ſought in 
the ſhade of ſpeculation, and which -experience muſt every where 
confirm. It diſpels the clouds of prejudice from all people, re- 
yeals the ſecrets of all deſpotiſm, and creates a new character in 
Man, 

In this career of imp:ov2ment your example will be ſoon fol- 
lowed ; for nations ring from their lethargy, will re-claim the 
Rights of Man with a voice which man cannot reſiſt. | 
| . Signed, by Order of the Society, 

| | Chairman. 

| — Secretary. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the 


Committe who prepared the above addreſs. | 
ommitts who prepared the « * 
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| Refolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froſt be —4 * by this 
Society to preſent the addreſs of this Society at the bar of the 

National Convention of France. | | 
Reſctved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Bar. 
low and Mr. Froſt for accepting the above deputation. 

288 At a Meeting, zoth November 1792 
Read a letter from Mr. of Leiceſter. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr. and 
gequaint him, that if he will tranſmit to him the declaration pro- 
pole to be drawn up by the Leiceſter Society, the Secretary will 

y the ſame before a Committe of this Society, who will reviſe 
the ſame. ! | 
Ordered, That the declaration which ſhall be ſent from the 


Leiceſter Society be referred to the Committee of Correſpondence, 


ä At a NN the 14th of December. 
Read a printed Addreſs from Mancheſter. | 


| Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be approved for publiſhing in 


the news-papers. | | | | 
A motion was made and feconded, That the zoth law of this 
fociety be ſuſpended on hi occation ; which motion was carried 
in the affirmative. | | | SE | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be printed in the news papers. 
Reſolved, That one hundred thouſand copies of the ſame be 
printed by this fociety, and diſtributed to their correſpondents in 
Great Britain and Ireland. _ RP 7: 
The following Reſolutions were propoſed by a Member of the 
. . 9 
Reſolved, 1ſt. That the object of this ſociety, from its firſt in- 
Ritution to the preſent moment of alarm, has uniformly been to 
promote the welfare of the people by all conſtitutional means, and 
to expoſe, in their true light, the abuſes which have imperceptibly 
crept in, and at laſt grown to ſuch ae height as to raiſe the moſt 
ſerious apprehenſions in every true friend of the conſtitution. 
Reſolved, 2d. That this Society diſclaims the idea of wiſhing to 
effect a change in the preſent ſyſtem of things by violence and 
public commotion ; but that it truſts to the good ſenie of the peo- 
ple, when they ſhall be fully enlightened on the ſabjeR, to pro- 
cure, without diſturbing the public tranquility an effectual and 
permanent reform. 
Reſolved, 3d. That the intentions of this and of ſimilar ſocieties 
Have of late been 2 calumniated, by thoſe who are intereſted 
to perpetuate abuſes, and their agents, who have been induſtrious 
ts repreſent the members of ſuch ſocieties as men of dangerous 
principles, wiſhing to deſtroy all ſocial order diſturb the ſtate of 
property, and introduce anarchy and confuſion inſtead of regular 
government. | N : | ey 
Reſolved, 3th, That in order to countera& the operation of 
ſuch groſs aſperſions, and to prevent them from checking the - 
grels of liberal enquiry, it is, at this time, peculiarly expedient 
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| chat this and ſimilar ſocieties ſhould publicly aflext the reQitude 
of their principles. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolutions be adopted, in order for 
printing in the news- papers. 
Read a Letter 1 the Soeiety of Friends of Liberty =" 
Equality, fitting at Laon, capital of the department De L'Aiſne, 
to the Patriotic Society of London, named tlie Society for Con- 


ttitutional Information. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Letter be 0 to the Committee of 
ur nrw ; | x 


At a Meeting, 240 December 1792 
The secretary reported that he had offered the Addreſs which 
was ſent to the laſt Meeting from Mancheſter, and ordered to 
de publiſhed, to the Offices of the Morning Chronicle and 
Morning Poſt, and that they had refuſed to print them; that 
the Morning Poſt had given a written anſwer to his application, 


which being read; - 
| Ordered, That the ſame be entered in the books: of this ſociet 


6 This excellent paper, drawn by a maſterly hand, we. wi 

to ſee in the eG of every Englithman,; but after the verdict 
againſt Mr. Paine, which was not warranted by the Law or Con- 
ſtitution, the proprietors of news-papers tremble at inſerting 
any thiug except fulſome panegyrics, on a depraved Legiſlature 


ind hungry Court Minions—the vile "aſſociations have worked 


the public mind into ſuch a fervour, that a Jury would, by the 
intimation of a Judge, find any thing a Libel —we therefore can 
only expreſs our ſorro w that felf-preſervation will not permit us 
on the Morning Poſt the vehicle to convey this Paper to the 
eU | 
3 Read a letter from Mr. — of Mancheſter. 
Reſolved, That the addreſs from Mancheſter, together with the 
reſolution, be publiſhed in news- papers, in Scotland. 
Read a letter from the ſociety of the Friends to Liberty and 
Equality, at Macon, in the department of Saone and Loire. 
_ Ordered, That wo ſame be entered on the minutes of the 


TA blank i is lefe i in the Ws where it mould de entered. 
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committee for foreign correſpondence. 
Ordered, That the proceedings of the committee for foreign 
correſpondence be entered in a ſeparate book. => 
At a meeting, 18th January 1793. 
Reſolved, That citizen St. André, a member of the Nationat 


Convention. of France, being c onbdered by us as one of the moſt 


judicious. and enlightened friends of human liberty, be admitted 


an aſſociated Bons e of this ſociety, 
Vox, INV. | 5 5 Reſolved, 


be a committee for foreign ore | 
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| Refolved, That the ſaid reſolution be publiſhed in the neus - 
2 At a meeting, 25th January 1793. 5 
Reſolved, That citizen Barrere, .a member of the National 
Convention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt 
judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be admitted 
an aſſociated honorary member of this ſociety. 155 | 
\ Reſolved, That citizen Roland, being alſo conſidered by us a; 
one of the moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human li. 
berty, be admitted an aſſociated honorary member of this ſociety. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid refolutions be publiſhed in the pews. 
S. ; . ; 
Nadel That it appears to this ſociety, from the beſt infor 
mation we can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, at 
this pgeſent time, utterly averſe to a war with France, and confi. 
der fuch an event as a calamity of the human race, however it 
may gratify a confederacy of foreign Kings. i 1 
Reſdlved, That the ſaid reſolution be publiſhed in the neus. 


papers. 


At a meeting, rſt February 1793- | 


Read a circular letter from the Sheffield Societ for Conſtitu- 


tional Information. | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to report an anſwer. 
Refolved, That the ſpeeches of citizen Andre and citizen Bar- 
rere (aſſociated honorary members of this ſociety) as given in the 
Gazette National ou Moniteur Univerſelle of Paris, on the 4th, 
= and 7th of January 1793, be inſerted in the books of this 
lety. ö 8 IT + 
Relolved, That the ſaid reſolutions be publiſhed in the news 


papers, 
At a meeting, r5th February 1793. | 
Read a letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
at B.rmingham, of which the following is an extract: 
Our ſociety requeſts the favour of your admitting the following 
twelve perſons, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled mem- 
bers of your ſociety, for the purpoſe of correſponding with yours 
and every other ſimilar inſtitution in the nation, for the better 
regulating our meaſures, and receiving inſtruction. 
Wiſhing you all the ſucceſs your Ms. 4 ble undertaking deſerves, 
we are, with fincerity, N 5 
Vour Fellow Citizens and Friends. 
Reſolved, That the twelve members of the Birmingham ſobi- |} 
for Conſtitutional Information, recommended in the ſaid 
letter, be admitted aſſociated members of this ſociety. 1 


Reſolved, Thai the ſaid letter, and the election of the ſaid 


twelve members, be publiſhed in the news- papers (exclufive of 


their names). | 
At a mecting 15th March 1793. 


Read a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield, in- 
cloſing the reſolutionsof the 13th of February laſt. Walled, 
5 Th 3 
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- Reſolved, That the ſecretary be iuſtructed to return the thanks 


of this ſociety to the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information at 


Sheffield for their communication; and to acquaint them that 
this ſociety perfectly agree with them in their ſentiments, with 
reſpect to the calamities of war in general, and that they concur 
with them in thinking that the thanks of the community at large 
are due to all thoſe who have exerted themſelves to prevent the 
preſent war. | ; E 5 |; 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety: be given ts Joel 
Barlow and John Froſt, for their conduct in the preſentativn of 
the addreſs of this ſociety to the National Convention of France; 
and that Mr. Froſt be aſſured that our regard for him is not leſ- 
ſened, but increaſed, by the proſecutions and perſecutions which 
his faithful and due diſcharge of that commiſſion may bring upon 
him. A | 7 5 | 
| At a meeting, 5th April 1793. | 
Reſolved, That a letter be written to Simon Butler and Oliver 
Bond, Eſquires, expreſſive of the high ſenſe we entertain of their 
exertions in the cauſe of freedom; and to affure them that we 
conſider the impriſonment they at preſent ſuffer on that account 
as illegal and unconſtitutional. | e TA 
The following letter was prodiiced, and read : 
Gentlemen, . TE 
It is not eaſy for men, who feel ſtrongly and fincerely, to con: 
vey thoſe feelings by letters we therefore rely on your conceiving 
for us much of that which we are unable to expreſs of you. We 
think, however, that we ſhall be guilty of a great omiſſion, did 
we neglet the opportuuity of ſending you, by Mr. Hamilton 
Rowan, the honeſt tribute of our eſteem and admiration for your 
brave and manly reſiſtance to the uſurped juriſdiction of the 
Iriſh ariſtocracy. 7 . 
Permit us to offer you our thanks, and onr grateful acknow- 
ledgment of your efforts in what we conſider as a common cauſe, 
_=_ we lament our inability of proving ourſelves uſeful in your 
ence. 
Although we are of different kingdoms, ſtill we are but one 
people; and as the freedom of one continent has already ſpread 


its influence to Europe, ſo on the other hand we are perſuaded 


that the eſtabliſhment of Deſpotiſm in Ireland muſt end in the 
Suvery of Great Britain. But the light of liberty is not con- 
fined to one ſhore or one latitude. | ; 


We know that it is esfier to admire than to practice thoſe vir- 


tues that tend to the public benefit. Yet ſo long as the exertions 
bf a few courageous men muſt influence the minds of at leaſt the 
independent and'thinking part of the commnnity, we are affured 
that their labour js not fruitleſs. We truſt therefore the time 
wilt ſoon arrive, when the abuſe of power in either nation will 
have no other conſequence than the ruin of thofe who have com- 
mitted that injuſtice. We hope, and wedoubt not, of ſoon ſeeing 
the day, when the poſt of honour ſhall be no longer that of 
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obloquy and puniſhment, but when thoſe who have riſqued their 
liberty and fortune in the cauſe of their countrymen, may find 


protection in the undiſputed, uninterrupted exerciſe of trial 


by jury, with a full and adequate repreſentation of the people in 
in parliament. | | 
VF At a meeting, rath April 1793. 

Read an anſwer directed to be prepared to the letter received 
from the United Political Societies in Norwich. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid anſwer be ſent by the fecretary to the 
fecretary of the ſaid ſocieties. x 363 | | 

Mr. read an anſwer (directly to be prepared by him) to 
the letter received from Mr. of Birmingham. 

Read a letter from Mr. Hamilton Rowan to the ſecretary of 

Ordered, That the ſaid letter be entered in the books of this 


_ ſociety. 


Mr. Hamilton Rowan preſents his compliments to Mr, Adams; 
he did intend to have done himſelf the pleaſure of waiting on him, 
but has been ſo intolerably hurried by private bufineſs as to have 
been prevented from his purpog, and fears he ſhall not have it 
in his power before he leaves this town for Ireland, which will 
be either on Monday evening or early on Tueſday morning. 
He knows that no more pleaſurable ſenſation can be received by 
Meffrs. Butler and Bond, as well as by all thoſe gentlemen who 


are acting with them, and who, though not under preſent, are 


liable to future proſecution, than the countenance and ſupport 


of thofe who are really engaged in the cauſe of man in generel, 


and ſuch we believe the members of the ſociety for Conſtitutional 
Information to be, and as ſuch H. R. in particular will remem- 
ber the kind fraternity with which he had the honour of being 
received by them; and, as a member of the united Iriſhmen of 


Dublin, would be happy to have it in his power to return the 


comphment in his own country. 
Ofborne*s Hotel, Adelphi, 
7th April, 1793. | n 
$: At a meeting, 2 iſt June 1793 
Read the Sheffield and Nottingham petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons. 8 = F | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an addreſs 
to the Britiſh Nation; and that the ſaid committee be an open 
committee. . 
: At a meeting, 28th June 179332 
Copies of Two Petitions from the town: of Nottingham pre- 
ſented. 1 4 5 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an ad- 
dreſs to the Britiſh Nation. N 5 
Reſolved, That [two members, who are named] be requeſted 
to prepare the ſaid addreſs. 7 2 
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At a meeting, 2 5th October, 17939. 79 
Read a letter from the ſecretary to the ſociety for Conſtituti- 


onal Information at Coventry, to ——— accompanied with ſome 


addreſſes from the ſaid ſociety. | | | 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be returned to the 
Coventry Society, for their communication. 
Mr. Sinclair read a letter, with an addreſs from Mr. Skirving, 
ſecretary to the Convention cf the Friends of the People in 
Scotland, to the ſecretary to the London Correſponding Society. 
Reſolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this ſociety 
be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
at ſix o'clock in the evening, to conſider of the utility and propriety 
of ſending delegates to a convention of delegates of the different 
ſocieties in Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh, for the pur- 
ſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. . 
Reſolved, That the ſubſtance of the motion be inſerted in the 


letter. | | 
At a meeting, 28th October, 1793. 


| Read addreſſes to the friends of the people of parliamentary 


reform, ſigned by V/m. Skirving, ſecretary to the General Con- 

vention at Edinburgh. 75 „ 
Reſolved, That this ſociety do ſent delegates to the enſuing 

Convention to be held in Edinburgh for promoting a reform in 


liament. This 
Reſolved, That two members of this ſociety be elected as delc 


gates to the ſaid convention. | 
| Reſolved, That the ſecretary do deliver to the delegates ap- 
pointed by this ſociety to repreſent them in the Convention- at 
Edinburgh, copies of the proceedings of the 25th and 28th inſtant, 
by which they are appointed to that office. 
Inſtructions to the Delegates. 
The delegates are inſtructed on the part of this ſociety, to 


aſſiſt in bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional mea- 


ſure for procuring a real repreſentation of the Commons of 
Great Britain ia Parliament. That in ſpecifying the redreſs to 
be demanded of exiſting abuſes, the delegates ought never to loſe 
light of the two eſſential principles, General Suffrage and Annual 
Repreſentation, together with the unalienable right in the people 


to Reform; and that a reaſonable and known compentation ought. 


to be made to the Repreſentatives of the Nation, by a National 


Contribution, | . 
That the delegates do punctually correſpond with the ſociety, 
for the purpoſe of communicating information, and of receiving 
ſuch farther inſtructien as the exigency may require. 
Reſolved, That the above be the directions to the delegates. 
Reſolved, That ſeven guineas be allowed to each of the deler 
gates for travelling; and a ſum not exceeding three guineas pe 


week each be allowed them during the fitting of the 5 
oY | 2 8 
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of delegates; and that a fubfeription be no opened for that pyr. 

pofe, and that the ſeeretary i he requaoſted to receive the ſanie. 
Reſoved, That the proceedings of Friday the 2 gth and Mon. 

day the 28th October, 1793, be ſigned by the chairman and fe: 


cretary. : . 

Refolved, That the fecretary be requeſted to write to the dif. 
ferent focieties with which this ſociety is in correſpondence, in- 
forming them that the London Correſponding Society, together 
with this ſociety: have elected delegates to the Convention of 
Nelegates, to meet at Edinburgh on the zqth inſtant; and to 
requeſt their concurrence in this important mes ſure. | 

| At a Meeting, 8th November, 1793. | 

Read letters from the Conſtitutional Societies at Sheffield, 
Leeds, and Birmingham, in anſwer to the ſecretary's letters of 

the 28th ultimo. 8 | 
| At a meeting 6th December, 1793. | 

Read a letter from Mr. , delegate from this ſociety at 
Edinburgh, dated th November, with the fecretary's anſwer to 
that letter; and alſo another letter from Mr. „ dated 1ath 
November. 

Reſolved, That a general meeting of this ſociety be called for 
the ſecond Friday in January next, for the purpoſe of confidering 
the important letters received from the delegate, Mr. ————. 
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to correſpond with 
dur delegate, Mr. | EF 
At a meeting, 1oth: January, 1794. 
| Reſolved that the important letter received from Mr. ———, 


the delegate from this ſociety to the Convention at Edinburgh, : 


and the fubfequent proceedings of that convention, be taken into 
confideration on Friday next, and that a general meeting of the 
fociety be called for that purpoſe. . * 

At a meeting, 17th January, 1794. 


Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an object of obedience, when - 


ever it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion. | 
Reſolved, That we recall to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfaction, 
the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Juſ- 
tice of England, who at the era of the glorious revolution, for the 
many iniquicous ſentences which he had paſſed, was torn to pieces 
bv a brave and injured people. : 
Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his fate. 


Reſolved, That the Tweed, though it may divide countries, 
augght not, and does not, make a ſeparation between thoſe priu- 


eiples of common ſeverity, in which Engliſhmen and Scotſmen 
are equally intereſted; that injuſtice in Scotland, is injuſtice in 
England; and that the ſafety of Engliſhmen is endange ed when- 
ever their brethren of Scotland, for a conduct which entitles them 
to the approbation of all wiſe, and the ſupport of all brave mem 
are ſentenced to Botany Bay, a puniſhment hitherto inflict 
only on felons. | | . 
Reſolved, That we ſee with regret, but we fee without fear, 


that the period is faſt approaching when the liberties of mo 
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muſt depend not upon Teaſon, to which they have Jong appealed, 
nor on their powers of expreſſing it, but on their firm and un- 


daunted reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means by 


which it is exerciſed. | 5 
Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh Con- 
vention, who, though aſſailed by force, have not been anfwered 
by argument; and who, unlike the members of a certain aſſem- 
bly have no intereſt diſtin from the common body of the 


le. | | 
PT folved, That a copy of the above reſolutions be tranſmitted 
to citizen William Skirving, fecretary to the Britiſh Convention, 
who is now impriſoned under colour of law, in the Tolbooth of 
Edinburgh. 5 | 45 
Reſolved, That the reſolutions now paſſed he publiſhed in the 
news-papers. | | 
Read a letter from Mr. Hardy, ſecretary to the London Core 
reſponding Society. | | | 
At a meeting, 24th January, 1794 


— 


A motion was made, That it be feſolved, That the moft ercellem 


addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inſerted in the 
books of this ſociety, and that the King's ſpeech to his parliament 
de inſerted under it, in order that they may both be always ready 
jor the perpetual reference of the members of this ſociety during 
the continuance of the preſent wnfortunate war; and that (in per- 

tuam rei memoriam) they may be printed together in one — 
at the bappy concluſion of it; which happy concluſion accord- 
ing to the preſent proſperous appearances, we hope and believe 
not to be many months diſtant. 


An amendment was moved, That between the words (His) and 


(Parliament) the word (honourable) ſhould be inſerted. 
Hn wrable was withdrawn. os Ee 
Another amendment was then moved, That between the word 
(His) and (Parliament) the word (fait5/u) ſhould be inſerted. ; 
Faithful was withdrawn. . 
And it was unanimouſly reſolved, . That His, and His only, 
8 the 2 0 epithet for parliament upon the preſent occafion.” 
The reſolution then paſſed unanimouſly in its original form. 
Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society have de- 
ſerved well of their country. 3 | 2 
Refolved, That the ſecretary be ordered to cauſe forty thouſand 
copies of the "Addreſs, the Speech, and theſe Reſolutions, to be 
3 on one ſheet, and proper:y diſtributed in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. | : OE 
_ Reſolved that theſe reſolutions be publiſhed in the news- 


of this 9 move that two books ſhould be opened, one of 
them (bound in black) in which ſhall be entered all the enormi- 
ties of thoſe who deſerve the cenſure, and in the other the me- 
rits of thoſe who deſerve the gratitude af the ſociety, = 


5 


papers. | | 
Mr. —— gave notice, that he would at the next meeting 


\ 
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At'a Mating 14th March, 1794. 

Reſolved, That the than 
bald Hamilton Rowan, Eſquire, for the manly firmneſs with 
which he has uniformly purſued the objects moſt dear to this ſo- 
ciety, that of a fair repreſentation of the ropes in parliament, 

Reſolved, That Archibald Hamilton 
Dublin, a gentleman of the moſt excellent and undoubted pub- 
lic principles, and of the moſt uniform and upright conduct in 
the purſuit of thoſe principles, be choſen an honorary member 
of this ſociety. - | | „„ 

Refolved, That theſe Reſolutions be communicated to Mr. 
Rowan by the Secretary of this Society.  _ | 

At a Meeting, art March, 1794. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the ſecretary of this ſociety be 
directed to write to the friends of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, 
and to aſſure them, that this Society views with pleaſure their 
ſteady exertions to obtain a fair repreſentation of the people of 
G:eat Britain in Parliament, and the proper methods which may 
be appointed for public faſts. . 

At a Meeting, 28th March, 1794. 

Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society. 

Reſolved, that the ſame be entered on the books of this Society. 

Citizen, 5h March 27th, 1794. 

I am directed by the London Correſponding Society to 

tranſmit the following Reſolutions to the Society be Conſtitu- 

tional Information, and to requeſt the ſentiments of that ſociety 

reſpecting the important meaſures which the preſent juncture of 
affairs ſeems to require. I bebe) 

The London Correſponding Society conceives that the mo- 
ment is arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is neceſſary 
from all the friends of Freedom.—whether the late illegal and un- 
heard of proſecutions and ſentences ſhall determine us to aban- 
dan our cauſe, or ſhall excite us to purſue a radical reform, with 
an ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the object, and with 
2 zeal as diſfinguiſbed on our parts as the treachery of others in 
the ſame glorious cauſe is notorious. The Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information is therefore required to determine whether 
or no they will be ready, when called upon, to act in conjunc- 
tion with this and other Socteties, to obtain a fair repreſentation of 
the People. Whether they concur with us in ſeeing the neceſlity 
of a ſpeedy convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining in a con- 
ſtitujonal and legal method, a [redreſs of thoſe grievances under 
which we at preſent labour, and which can only be effectually re- 


moved by a full and fair repreſentation of the People of Great . | 


Britain, The London Correſponding Society cannot but re- 
mind their friends that the preſent criſis demands all the 
prudence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever may or can 
de-exerted by Men and Britonz; nor do they doubt me 
| 3 | | | wha 
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what manly firmneſs and conſiſtency will nally, and they believe 


ſhortly, terminate in the full accompliſhment of, their wiſhes. 
| TL. I am, Fellow-Citizen, | 
(In my humble meaſure) 


A Friend to the Rights of Man, 
(Signed) Secretary. 


Reſolved, unanimouſly, iſt, That dear as JUSTICE and 
{ LIBERTY are te Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively 


ſmall without a dependence on their permanency; and there can 


be no ſecurity for the continuance of any right but in EQUAL 
LAWS, ; 


zd, That Equal Laws can never be expected but by a full and 


fair repreſentation of the People; to obtain which, in the way 
— out by the Conſtitution, has been and is the ſole object of 


this Society. For this we are ready to hazard every thing, and 
never, but with our lives, will we relinquiſh an object which in- 


| volves the Zappine/ or even the political exiftence of ourſelves and 

erity, p : ; 
| po That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that, to 

ſecure ourſelves from the future illegal and ſcandalous profecu- 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, 
and to recal thoſe wife and wholeſome laws that have been 
vreſted from s, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains, 


there ought to be immediatelya CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, | 


delegates deputed for that purpoſe from the different Societies 
7 the friend! ow aſſembled in the various parts of this 


nation. And 32 ourſelves to the public, to purſue every | 


legal method f| y to accompliſh ſo deſirable a purpoſe. 
' P.S. I have to inform you, that a general meeting of the So- 
ity will be holden on Monday the 14th of April, the place to 
be announced by public advertiſement. 8 : 
Reſolved, That it is fit and proper; and the duty of this 
Society, to ſend an anſwer to the I Correſponding So- 


" Grind, That the Secretary acquaint the London Corre- 

ſponding Society, that we have received their communication, 

and heartily concur with them in the objects they have in 

viewz and that, for the purpoſe of a more ſpeedy and effec- 

tual co-operation, we invite them to ſend to this Society, next 

Friday evening, a delegation of ſome of their members. 
At a Meeting, 4th April, 1794. 

Read a letter from the Committee of the London C - 
ing Society, acquainting this Society that they had deputed ſe- 
veral perſons] te hold a conference with the members of this So- 
only Five perſons attended from the London Correſponding 

le a | 


Reſolved, That a delegation of five members of this Society be 


appointed to meet the members deputed by the London Corre- 


ſponding Society, - 
Ver; IV. d £ Reſol ved 
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Reſolved, That this deputation do confer with the deputies of 
the London Correſponding Society. | ol 

Reſolved, That there be appointed a committee of correſpon. 
dence of the members of this Society, : 

Ordered, That [ſix perſons] compoſe the committee. 


| At a Meeting, 11th April, 1794. | 

Mr. made the report of the meeting of the delegate; 
of the London Correſponding Society, for the purpoſe of this $0. 
ciety co-operating with the Tendon Correſponding Society; and 
that they had come to the following reſolutions: — 

1ſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this committee very defi- 
rable that a general meeting or conventionofthe Friends of Liberty 
fhould be called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the 
_ methods of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the 

e. | | 

gf 5 Reſolved, That it is recommended to the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding Society, 
to inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with all thoſe 
parts of the country where ſuch meaſures may be likely to be pro- 


Os 


moted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties already formed, but to 


endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may further 
the general object. | 
Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the general 


object will be much promoted, if a ſtanding committee of co- 
operation between the two Societies were eſtabliſhed, for the pur- } 


poſe of holding. perſonal communication,with ſuch members of 
ſimilar ſocieties, in other parts of the country, as may occaſion- 


ally be in London, and who may be authoriſed by their reſpec- } 


tive ſocieties to act with ſuch committees. 


Read the following letter from the Secretary to the London 


Correſponding Society. 


Citizen, po April 10, 1794. 


I am ordered by the committee of delegates of the London 
Correſponding Society, to inform the Society for Conſtitutional } 
Information, that they approve of the Reſolutions of the con- 


mittee of conference. | 


Therefore the London Correſponding Society have choſen | 
[ five perſons] to put in practice immediately the ſecond and third | 


reſolutions of the committee. | 
(Signed) 


in_—_—_ decretary to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information. 


Reſolved, That the report of the committee of delegates from ; 
the London Correſponding Society, and of this Society, be en- 


tered on the -books of this Society. 


iſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this Society very deſirable ö 
that a general meeting of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be * f 
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for the purpoſe. of taking into conſideration the proper methods , 


of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the people, 

zd, Reſplyed, That it appears to this Society, that the gene- 
ral object will be much promoted if a ſtanding committee of co- 
operation were eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe of holding perſonal 
communication with ſuch members of ſimilar ſocieties in other 
parts of the country, as may occaſionally be in London, and who 


may be authoriſed by their reſpective ſocieties to act with ſuch 


committees. 8 
za, Reſolved, That the committee of correſpondence already 
/ appointed by this Society be the committee for co-operation and 
communication with the committees of other Societies, 
Ordered, That the Secretary be deſired to ſend a letter to the 
London Correſponding Society, acquainting them with the mem- 
bers of this Society appointed to confer with them. 
Reſolved, That Mr, —— be requeſted to accept of the 
office of ſecretary to the committee of correſpondence. 
Mr, ——, being preſent, accepted of the ſaid office. 


At a Meeting, gth May, 1794. 
Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the Lon- 


don Kru Society. 
Reſolved, That two thouſand of the ſame be printed by this 


Society, 


APPENDIX D. 
"Copy of a Letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
*% 25 Gee ta the Editors of the Engliſh Chronicle. 


Gentlemen, Sheffield, 15th January, 1792. 


HE Society for Conſtitutional Information now eſtabliſhed | 


at Sheffield, in the county of York, being deſirous / forming a 
connection with all the like Societies in England, and eſpecially with 
thoſe, - or. ſome of them, ix London, the Thatched Houſe, the London 
Tavern, or others, humbly ſolicits your advice and aſſiſtance in the 
accompliſhing thereof, in order to form, our Refobves familar to theirs 5 
becauſe, as we are actuated by the ſame cauſe and principle, and 
al our intereſts being one, our ſentiments ought and muſt be 
e lame, uz 3 F 
Tur information of the method, terms, and manner of application, 
for the above purpoſe, as lixexviſe to have one of our friends admitted 
a menber of theirs, ſo as a regular communication may be carried on 
between us, being directed to me, will be efteemed a particular favour, 
and gratefully acknowledged by this Society 5 and the expence 
incufred by your attention to this buſineſs ſhall be duly paid to 
9 N 18 


. 


purpoſe, 


504 
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your order, either to the poſtmaſter here, or as you may pleaſe 

to direct, for and by order of this Society. | 
5 I am reſpectfully 

F | Your ſincere Friend 


x L198 following paragraphs are added in the fame hand.] 

s the manner of our beginning to aſſociate on this occaſion 
was ſomewhat ſingular, we beg your permiſſion to mention a few 
remarks thereon. | 9 

It firſt originated in an aſſembly of five or fix mechanics, who, 
by their meeting at ſome one of their houſes, and ks about 
the enormous. high 8 of proviſions, &c. the groſs abuſes this 
nation labours under from the unbounded authority of the n- 

oliſers of all ranks, from the King to the Peaſant 5 the waſte and 
avi of the public property by placemen, penſioners, luxury, 
and debauchery, ſources of the grievous burthen under which 
this nation groans; together with the mock repreſentation of the 
people—theſe being the ſubjects of their converſation, they 
concluded that nothing but darkneſs and ignorance in the people 
could ſuffer the natural rights of every freeman to be thus vio- 
lated ; and this excited them to invite and to viſit their neigh- 
bours, whence a ſmall ſociety of twenty or thirty ſoon con- 
menced, and kept increafing, ſo that they were obliged to divide 
into ſeparate bodies; and, at this time, they have formed igt 
of theje ſmaller ſocieties, which meet each at their diſſerent houſes, 
all on the ſame evening : this preſerved good order, and none are 
admitted without his ticket, that they are perfectly ſafe from 
being intruded upon, and perfe& regular gaod order kept up; 
theſe meet every two weeks. Their general meeting, at whick 
ſome hundreds attend, is held once a month, at [a part here 
appears to be torn off]; but true knowledge will progreſſively 


extend itſelf, with the ſame effect, throughout this whole nation, 


as it hath hitherto done here. We have now in the preſs a 
re- publication of Paine's Rights 4 Man, for 1,600 Copies, by 1,400 
Subſcribers, at the low price of Six Pence each copy, to which we 
purpoſe to annex an abſtrat of the noted iniquitous Corn Bill 
of laſt year. - WED 
Me have alſo had an impreffion here of that famous Addreſs, 
1 by J. H. Tooke, Eig. Chairman; whoſe addreſs we ſhould 
ike to be favoured with. | | 

Pleaſe to favour us with your anſwer to the above as ſoon as 
convenient ; and if you can form any thing from the above, 
worthy of your truly-laudable paper, you are at liberty; but as 


” 


it was not ought of at our meeting, it is not properly metho- 


dized and adjufted, as it ſtands, for that purpoſe—we mean, in 
future, to trouble you with ſomething of the kind for that 


4 is Copy 


| of his Ve 
'T 


ſtrongly « 
that fix 
7 


nenced 4 


he! 


twenty 


letter t. 
ſcriptior 
preſent: 
dociety 
our int. 
purſuan 


a numer 


fo juſt i 
thy 
bation a 


ewith fre 


ner of 1 
feld and 
generall 
are eng 
next me 
thereup 


Sit 
Itis 1 
into a r 
will inf. 
ſoon bec 


town, 51 


* 158 


17 


| - , COMMONS” SECRET COMMITTEE. 
„ of Letter from the Secratary to the London Curreſpondin 
on Let frm the Server 2 


weiety to the Chairman of the Society for Conflitational In 
* mation 18 _ 
Sit. 4: Thurſday, 14th March, 1792+ 
The Delegatts \ Dag Correſponding Society think it their auty to 
acquaint you, without delay, . of the ſubſcription begun on Manage 


of, at this place, for the deftuce of the projecution ſaid to be cum- 
nenced again 3 . 2 7 Paine, in conſequence 
of his valuable publication, intitled T he Rights of Man. | 

The Diviſion aſſembled here on that evening amounted to about 
' twenty perſons. At the defire of one of our members, Mr. Paine's 
letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas was read ; after which the ſub- 
ſcription was 8 and immediately 5 by every one 
preſent: we have juſt learnt that the Diviſion Ne 5 of this 
Society likewiſe begun their ſubſcription on Tueſday laſt.—It is 
our intention to recommend to each of our ſeveral Diviſions the 
purſuance of the ſame laudable deſign; and we doubt not but that 
a numerous body of our countrymen will be found to follow an example 
fo juſt in itſelf, and ſo Hential to the ſupport of that ſmall portion of 
liberty which the people of England are ſuppoſed to enjoy. 1 he appre- 
bation and the encouragement which our feeble endeavours have met 
with from the Conſtitutional Society, make us defirous of uniting more 
frongly and more immediately with you—-For this purpoſe we wiſh 
that fix of our members might be admitted among ſt you, after the man- 
ner of thoſe whom you received from the Societies eſtabliſhed at Shef- 
feld and Norwich,—Conceiving that, ſhould this plan be adopted 
generally, it could not fail to ſtrengthen the cauſe in which we 
are engaged, we beg the favour of you to propole it at your 
2 meeting, and to return us the deciſion of your Society 

ereupon. Tx | 
E I am, Sir, with great attachment and eſteem, 

| Your moſt obedient Servant, 

| | — , Secretary. 


(apy a Letter from the Sheffield Society to Mr. , the 

Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional Information. | 

ag Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
ir, | | 

It is now about four months ſince this Society firft formed itſelf 
into a regular body, then but very few in number; the encloſed 
will inform you of their increaſe, and which is moſt probable will 
ſoon become very numerous; and not only this large and pipulous 
town, but the aubole neighbourhood for mary miles round about, have 
an attentive eye 3 us; moſt of the towns and willages indeed 
ere forming themſelves into fimilar affociations, and ftrittly adhere 


to the mode of copying after us you will eaſily conceive the neceſ- 
lty for the leading members of this body to pay ſtrict attention 
to you order and regularity, and the need we have of conſulting 
aud communicating with thoſe who are ſincere friends and able 
advecates for the ſame cauſe ; for theſe reaſons we took the liberty 
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to write to Mr. Horne Tooke, that worthy friend and patriot for 


the rights of the people, informing him of our earneſt defires of 


entering into a connection with the Society of the ſame dend, 


mination. with ours in London: his very obliging and affectionate 
anſwer favours us with your addreſs; in conſequence we haye 
taken the liberty herewith to tranſmit to you ſome Reſolves which 
was paſſed at our laſt mectngegy the whole body; and the Com- 
mittee was charged with the difpatch of printing and forwarding 
them to you accordingly, for the purpoſe of ſubmitting them to 
the conſideration of your Society, to make ſuch uſe of them a; 
they think moſt prudent. : 
You will alſo notice the Belpar Addreſs 5 they applied to us about 
two months ago for inſtructions as to our mode conducting, &c. had 
not then formed themſelves into any regular aſſociation. Belpar 
1s nearly thirty miles from this place, in De 
ten miles from Derby. ; 1 
If the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London ſhould 
vouchſafe fo far to notice us as to enter into a connection and 
correſpondence with us, it cannot fail of promoting honour and 
adding ſtrength to our faeble endeavours, and to the common 
cauſe, which is the entire motive we have in view. 
I am, Sir, | 8 
| With the greateſt reſpe& and eſteem, 
| ' Your ſincere friend, 
Sheffield, By Order of 
14th May, 1792. the Committee 


We have taken the liberty of encloſing a parcel for Mr. — 
in anſwer to a letter from him to this Society, requeſting ſome 
information concerning our method of conducting the buſineſs 
we are embarked in, &c. alſo informing us there are in London 
a number of mechanics, ſhopkeepers, &c. forming themſelves 
into a Society on the broad baſis of the Rights of Man. You will 
be ſo obliging as to let the packet remain with you until he call 
for it, as by this poſt I have wrote him thereof, We have given 
him our manner of proceeding, from our ſetting out to this 
time, and hope it may be of ſome uſe: the improyement we are 
about to adopt is certainly the beſt for managing large bodies, as 
in great and populous towns, viz. dividing them into ſmall bodies or 


— — 


meetings of ten perſons each, and theſe ten to appoint a delegate © ten 


of theſe delegates form another meeting, and ſo an, delegating fron 
one to another, till at laſt are reduced to à proper number for conſti- 
tuting the Committee, or Grand Council. 


Pleaſe to forward the packet to Nr. 
venient. | 


as ſoon as con- 


| Oy of a Letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at 
h 


Feld, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London. 
Gentlemen, | ch 
This Society, feeling as they do the grievous effects of the 


preſent State defects, and abuſe of our country, the Sar 
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heavy oppreſſions which the common maſs of the people labour 
under as the natural conſequence of that corruption; and, at the 
ſame time being ſenfible to a degree of certainty, that the public 


minds, and the general ſentiments of the people are determined 
to obtain A RADICAL REFORM OF THE COUNTRY, as 
ſoon as prudence and diſcretion will permit, believes it their duty 
to make uſe of every prudent means, as far as their abilities can 
de extended, to obtain ſo ſalutary and deſirable an object as a 
thorough Reformation of our Country, eſtabliſhed upon that ſyſtem 
which ts 8 with the Rights of Man. For theſe reaſons, 
with great deference and ſubmiſſion to the members of the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information in London, we beg leave to 
requeſt that they will be pleaſed to admit the perſons of the 
following names, annexed hereto, as Members of their So- 
ciety (they being our friends, and Members of our Society), in 
order that a cloſe connection may be formed, and a regular com- 
munication maintained, between the two bodies; that being thus 
frengthened, this Society may be better enabled to Fover itſelf 
with more propriety, and to render aſſiſtance to their fellow- 
citizens in this neighbourhood, and in parts more remote; that 
they, in their turn, may extend uſeful knowledge ſtill further, 
from toaun to village, and from village to town, until the whole nation 
be ſufficiently enlightened, and united in the ſame cauſe, which cannot 
fail of being the caſe wherever the moſt excellent works of Mr. 
Thomas Paine finds refidence. 
I am, Gentlemen, | 
> Your moſt reſpectful and ſincere Friend, 
Sheffield, By order of ). 
14th March, 1792. . the Committee, f 
| 5 5 82 Secretary for this Society. 
Names of the twelve members of the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information in Sheffield, requeſted to be entered as members 
ef the Society of the ſame denomination in London. | 


— — — — — — 


| Copy of a Letter rom the Shefficld Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation, to = Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, 
| "I 19th March, 1792. . | 
_ TORT i 
Your letter of the 8th inſtant to Mr. mas yeſter- 


day handed to us by means of that gentleman: he is not a member 
of this Society, and therefore cannot perfectly anſwer your requeſt 
reſpecting the rules and orders of this Society. It affords us 
infinite ſatisfaction that the people in London are beginning to 
ferm themſelves into orderly Societies, and taking into their 


conſideration the great importance and the neceflity of a reform. 


of the corrupt Hate of our government ; à work , than which none is 
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more needful in this nation, for the relief of the oppreſſed : the 
noble obſervation in yours, is worthy of the acceptation of all, 
„ viz. © That no man who is an advocate from principle for the 
« liberty of a black man, but will ee 7 og and ſup. 
cc port the rights of a white man, and vice verſa,” 
The incloſed, ſent to Mr. as below, will inform 
you of the principles we ſet out upon, when at frſt a very {mall 
number, ſome four or five of us, meeting in each other's houtes 
in'an evening, conſulting and condoling the very low, and even 
miſerable, condition the people of this nation were reduced to, 
by the avariciouſneſs and extortion of that haughty, voluptuous, 
and luxurious claſs of beings, who would Have us to poſſeſs no 
more knowledge than to believe all things were created only for 
the uſe of that ſmall groupe of worthleſs individuals, With 
theſe ſentiments, and peruſing Mr. Paine's Rights of Man, ma- 
turely confidering the force and weight of argument therein 
contained, by degrees became confirmed in our judgment, that 
pride, ambition, luxury, and oppreſſion, with every vice, ap- 
peared to be at the height, or nearly at the utmoſt ſtretch; and 
admitting this to be the cafe (as we really do believe it is) we 


before a great and perhaps a general change will take place, w 

will redound with more happineſs to the people, as their manners 
and moral practices are more confiſtent to the Divine will of the 

all-wiſe Diſpoſer of all things, in heaven and on earth. 

On theſe principles our numbers kept increaſing, fo that we 
found it neceſſary, for the ſake of good order, to divide ourſelves 
into ſmall bodies, of ten perſons each, and to hold a general meeting 
once a month; but of late our numbers have increaſed ſo rapidly, 
and only having thirteen meeting places all of the ſame evening, 
they are ſo crowded, that we are adopting the plan we firſt {6 
out with, and to divide the whole (which do now conſiſt of about 
2,000 members) into tithings, or meetings of ten members each; 
---two hundred of theſe meetings will include the whole, from 


and appointed to attend at their reſpective places-----ten 
at each theſe 200 delegates will form twenty meetings, of 
ten members each; and laftly, from each of theſe meetings 
a delegate will be appointed to meet at the appointed place; 


method a regular communication throughout the whole nation 
might be kept up with the moſt perfect harmony---and we would 


adoption. As you increaſe in numbers, neceſſity will confirm 

theſe ſentiments. We ſhall be glad at any time to cotrefpond, 

and be in cloſe connection with yon; as our cauſe is one, 10 

ought our ſentiments to be unanimous; we alſo would recommet 

you to enter into connection with the members of the Society 707 
| N | | Conſtitutio 
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each of which a delegate or leading man will be choſen, | 


and theſe will form the Committee, or the Grand Council: by 
this method, order and regularity will be maintained; and by this 


particularly recommend it. to you in London as worthy your } 
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Conſtitutional information in London, of whom Mr. 
is one; and we are fully aſſured that gentleman will be 


the true friend and advocate in our cauſe, conſiſtent with his 
rinciples hitherto manifeſted, both in public and private. We 

ve-encloſed a packet directed to you, with a parcel to Mr. 
— in , who is Secretary for the ſaid Society, and 
who will deliver it to you when you call for it, containing 
ſome information. N ENT | | 


Copy of Reſolutions tranſmitted to the Society for Conflitutional 


Information. 


At a meeting of the Delegates of the United Conſtitutional 
Societies, held the 24th of March, 1792, at the Wheel of For- 
tune, Saint Edmund's, in the city of Norwich, it was unanimouſly 
agreed to communicate to the gentlemen of the London Society 
for Conſtitutional Information the following reſolutions. 

iſt, We are happy to ſee the ſucceſs of the Sheffield Society 
for Conſtitutional Reform, and approve of the Delegations which 
you and they have made, in order to form a plan of General Infor- 
mation 5 we humbly beg that you would grant to us the ſame fa- 
your; and it is our wiſh that all the Secieties of a ſimilar kind in 
England were only as ſo many members /frongly and indiſſolubly 
anited in one political body, ws 1 

zdly. We believe that inſtructing the people in political 
knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, is 
the only effectual way to obtain the grand object of Reform; 
for men need only be made acquainted with the abuſes of go- 
vernment, and they will readily join in every lawful means to 


obtain redreſs. We have the pleaſure to inform you that our 


Societies conſiſt of ſame hundreds 5 and new ſocieties are frequently 
forming, which by delegates preſerve a mutual intercourſe with each 
other for inſtruction and information and the greateſt care has been 
taken to preſerve order and regularity at our meetings, to con- 
vince the world that riot and diſorder are no parts of our political 
creed, | 

3dly. We believe, and are firmly perſuaded, that Mr. Burke 


{the once friend of Liberty) has traduced the greateſt and moſt ' 


glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annals of hiſtory. We 
thank Mr. Burke for the political diſcuſſion provoked, and by 
which he has opened unto us the dawn of a glorious day. 

Athly. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks are eſpecially due, 
for bis firft and ſecond Part of the Rights of Man; and we fincerely 
wih that he may live to /ee his Jabours crowned with ſucceſs in the 
general e of liberty and happineſs among mankind. 

Fthly. We view, with concern, the late diſcoveries relative to 
the Weſtminſter election, in 1788; and conceive ourſelves, and 
all true friends of freedom, under great obligations to Meſſrs. 
Thomſon, Wyndham, Francis, Taylor, and all the noble and 
ſpirited MINORITY, for their exertions in order to diſcover the 
true ſource of that abominable and iniquiteus procedure. 

Vol. IV. u | 6Gthly 
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6thly. We congrat«late our brethren in the various parts of 


the kingdom, on the progreſs of political knowledge, and 


earneſtly intreat them to increaſe their aficiations, in order to 


form one grand and extenſi ve union of all the friends of general liberty 


and we hope the time is not far diſtant, when the people of 
England will Be equally and faithfully repreſented in parliament. 
Signed by order, | 

„Chairman. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the London Cirre- 


ſponding Society to the Preſident of the Society for Cunſtitu— 


tional Information. 


Sir, | | | 
I am ordered by the Committee to ſend to the Society for Con- 
ftitutional Information, in London, a copy of our motives for 


aſſociating, and the reſolutions we have come to. We mean to 


erſevere in the cauſe we have embarked in; that is, to have (if 
poſſible) an equal repreſentation of the people of this nation in 
parliament. | 
We ſhould be exceedingly happy to enter into a correſpon- 
dence with that Society, if it is not too much preſumption in us 
to expect ſuch an honour ; but as our cauſe is one, we hope that 


they will deign to take Tome notice of us, who are now entering 


upon a matter of ſuch vaſt importance. | 
You will ſee, by one of our reſolutions, that we have entered 
into a correſpondence with the Society at Sheffield. 
| I am, Sir, 2 | 
With all deference, 
Your moſt obedient 


March zoth, 1792. and moſt humble Servant, 


—— — 


Cepy of a Letter from Lord John Ruſſel to J. Cartwright, Eis. 


Chairman of the Society for Conſlitutianal Information, 
Sir, 15 | 

Fully ſenfible that the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
have made no ſacrifice to delicacy in their addreſs to us, we on 
our part ſhall affect no diſguiſe. | 

Voluntary aſſociations not being armed with public authoritys 
have no force but that of truth, no hope of ſucceſs but in the 
ſtrength of reaſon, and the concurrence of the public. 

We profeſs not to entertain a wiſh “ that the great plan of 
ce public benefit which Mr Paine has ſo powerfully recommended 
« will ſpeedily be carried into effect,“ nor to amuſe our fellow- 

citizens with the magnificent promiſe of obtaining for them 
« the rights of the people in their full extent: the indefinite 
language of deluſion, which by opening unhounded proſpects 
of political adventure tends to deftroy that public opinion which 
is the ſupport of all free governments, and to excite a ſpirit of 

| innovation 
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innovation of which no wiſdom can foreſee the eſſects, and no 
ſcill direct the courſe. We view man as he is, the creature of 
habit, as well as of reaſon, We think it therefore our bounden 
duty to propoſe no extreme changes, which, however ſpecious 
in theory, can never be accompliſhed without violence to the 
ſettled opinions of mankind, nor attempted without endangering 
ſome of the moſt eſtimable advantages which we confeſſedly 


enjoy. We are convinced that the people bear a fixed attach- 


ment to the happy form of our government, and the genuine 
principles of our conftitution ; theſe we cheriſh as objects of 
juſt affection, not from any implicit reverence, or habitual ſu- 
perſtition, but as inſtitutions beſt calculated to produce the hap- 
ineſs of man in civil ſociety : and it is becauſe we are con- 

vinced that abuſes are undermining and corrupting them, that 
we have affociated for the preſervation of thoſe principles. 

« We wiſh to reform. the Conſtitution, becauſe we wiſh to 
preſerve it. 

Aſſociations formed in the face of power, in oppoſition to the 
intereſts of our preſent legiſlators, evince that individual ſecurity 
and perſonal independence are already eftabliſhed by our laws. 


The immenſe accumulation of debt, the enormous taxation 
of ſeventeen millions of annual revenue, demonſtrate that the 


collective intereſts of the community have been neglected or be- 
trayed. 8 
We believe the defective conſtitution of the aſſembly entruſted 
with the public purſe, to be the real ſource of this evil. With 
this view we have pledged ourſelves to attempt a timely and 
ſalutary reform, adhering in every meaſure we may take to the 
fundamental principles of the Conftitution. According to thoſe 
acknowledged principles, the people have a perfect right to 
poſſeſs an organ, by which the public mind may ſpeak in legiſ- 
lation; and to bind their repreſentatives to the intereſts of the 
whole community, by a frequent renovation of the truſt, Theſe 
objects accompliſhed, we believe abuſes will find no protection 
in a genuine repreſentation of the people; that regulations beſt 
adapted to the public happineſs will be gradually infuſed into 
our laws, through the known channels of legiſlation : and that 
the agitated minds of men, reſuming their confidence in parlia- 
ment, will ſubſide into a calm expeQation of redreſs, without 
forgetting the principles or violating the form of the Conſtitu- 
tion. | 
Theſe, as we think, are the views of men deteſting anarchy, 
yet ſincere friends of the people. Your letter appears to us to 
be Written with a view to create diſtruſt of our deſigns, to in- 
ſinuate doubts of ſincerity, and to excite an early ſuſpicion of 
our principles in the minds of the people. We have not, how- 
ever, refuſed, in anſwer, to diſclaim what we condemn, and 
to avow our real objects, from the purſuit of which we will not 
ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted by any controverſy. We _ 
FF "i | g 
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« would 


beg leave, at the ſame time, to decline all future intercourſe 
with a Society whoſe views and objects, as far as we can collect is that Pa 
them from the various reſolutions and proceedings which have ſent orde 
been publiſhed, we cannot help regarding as 1rreconcileable by the peof 
with thoſe real intereſts on which you profeſs to inform and en- the odieu 
lighten the people. 2 | way? Ca 
, (Signed) JOHN RUSSEL, Chairman, while the 
Freemaſons Tavern, Fa "” 
Saturday, May 12th, 1792. ; | Your 1 
Freemaſons Tavern, May 12th, 1792. deſire m: 
At a General Meeting of the Society of the Friends of the Peo- as the laf 
ple aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining Parliamentary Retorm, ms: = 
The Right Honourable Lord John Ruſſel in the Chair, hand N 


Reſolved, That the proceedings of this day, including the letter 
from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the anſwer of 
this Society to that letter, be printed and publiſhed. 

Reſolved, That, together with the anſwer of this Society to the 
letter ef the Society for Conſtitutional Information, there be tranſ- 
mitted to John Cartwright, Eiquire, Chairman of that Society, a 
copy of the Reſolution of the Society of the Friends of the People, 
to print and publiſh the letter and reply. 

| JOHN RUSSEL, Chairman. 
Copy of a Letter from Stockport to the Secretary of the London 
Corre/ponding Society, Received 17th Sept. 1792. 
Dear Sir, | 

In obedience to the wiſhes of the Society here, J have the plea- 
ſure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the packet 
which the kindneis of our brothers of the London Correſponding 
Society ſo opportunely preſented us with. | 
It is doubly deſerving our thanks, as it ſhews your kindneſs, and 
as it will be uſeful in the formation of our infant Society: we 
ſtand much in need of your experience in this particular, and we 
doubt not of your beſt affiſtance. We are ſurrounded by a majority, 
a formidable one iadeed, in power, abilities, and numbers; but we 
are not diſmayed. 5 | | 

We have carefully peruſed the addreſſes ; and Lam to obſerve 
on their contents in general, that the ſentiments Shy riſe to that 


height «hich we expedt from meu, ſenſille of their full cluims to abjo- |} 


lute and uncontroulable liberty, i. e. uraccountable to any power which 

they hve net immediately cor ftituted and appointed. | i 

l heſe are our ſentiments, whatever may be yours, though in the 
preſent ſtate of political knowledge i may be prudent not to avow 

| chem ozenly. Vie deſire your ſentiments on the means of accom- 

pliſhing that object which we preſume you have in view in com- 


1 mon with us. We think it expedient that we ſhould perfectly 


_ underſtand each other in the beginning, leſt the appearance of 
diſunion might furniſh matter of triumph to our enemies. We 


obſerve one expreſſion, which ſays, ©© Numerous other err 
. 16 W Our 
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« would undoubtedly take place, &c. &c.“ But we aſk, how 
is that Parliament to be choſen ? Can we expect it from the pre- 
ſent order of things? Would not all the evil be done away at once 
by the people aſſembled in Convention ? Does it appear probable, that 
the odious laws which we complain of will be aboliſhed any other 
way? Can the grievances ariſing from Ariſtocracy be redreſſed, 
while the retains its preſent authority in the legiſlature ? 
Is the univerſal right of conſcience ever to be attained, while the 
B— maintain x 2x ſeats on the 

Your thoughts on theſe important points we moſt earneſtly 
deſire may be tranſmitted to us as ſoon as poſſible : not directed 
as the laſt ; we fear it will excite ſuſpicion. Direct to Mr. —— 
— ——, Stockport, who is chairman occaſionally in 
the abſence of | „who reſides too far from hence to be at 
hand on emergencies. | | | 


Yours, &c. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Friends of Univerſal 
Peace, and of the Rights of Man Society, at Stockport. 
| London, 11th October, 1792. 


Sir, | 
With infinite ſatisfaction the London Correſponding Society 
Committee peruſed your letter: they are happy to learn your 
ſteady determination, ſpite of all obſtacles, to purſue that ſole 
means of political felicity, a perfe& repreſentation of the people. 
With regard to our publications, our ſentiments are expreſſed 
in as ſtrong terms as prudence will permit, yet plain enough aue 
inagine to convince the public that while we expect every thing 
from an honeſt and an annual Parliament, nothing ſhort of ſuch a 
ſenate, choſen by the whole nation, will ſatisfy us. | 

True 8 the characteriſtic of this nation, and of all un- 
perverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to coun- 
tenance, at this juncture, the arduous ſtruggle of the French na- 
tion againſt deſpotiſm and ariſtocracy, thoſe foes to the human race, 
we have reſolved upon addreſſing the French National Con- 
vention, 

Without entering into the probable effects of ſuch a meaſure, 
effects which your Society will not fail to diſcover, we invite you 
to join us; and to that end herewith you have a copy of our in- 
tended addreſs ; if you approve the idea, and will concur in ſend- 
ng it, be pleaſed to return us without delay a copy, ſigned by 
your Preſident and Secretary, or by the delegates, ſtating each 
for how many perſons he ſigns; we will then aſſociate your body 
with ours, and with ſome others who have already aſſented to the 
meaſure.— If, on the contrary, you diſapprove that mark of zeal 
towards the only nation that has hitherto undertaken to reſtore to man- 
ind its juft rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your objections. 

I am, Sir, for the Committee of Delegates, 
Yours, &c. M. M. Ch. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Editors of the Patriot to the Secretary 


of the London Correſponding Society. 


Sir, : Sheffield, October 15th, 1792. 
Having nothing particular to communicate to your Society at 
the time of the publication of our laſt number, we contented our. 


ſelves with a general acknowledgement of the receipt of your | 
favour. We now gladly embrace this opportunity of eſpecially | 


| thanking you for the ſame, and at the ſame time aſſuring you, 
that the communications you ſent us ſhall appear in the next 
number of the Patriot. | 


We beg leave alſo to throw in our mite of commendation of 
the laudable ſpirit which you have evinced, in your intention to 


addreſs the National Convention of France ; and hope ſincerely, 


that your example will be followed by all the Societies in the | 


two kingdoms, Ireland having already ſet the example. 
Within theſe fews days we have received a letter from the Se. 

cretary of a Society intended to be formed at Stockport, a very 

populous manufacturing town, only ſeven miles from Mancheſter, 


a copy of which we think it neceſſary to ſend you herewith, by | 


which you will ſee the unjuſtifiable oppoſition which is making 
by the enemies to a reform, and the friends and tools of arbitrary 
power, againſt the increaſe of thoſe Societies, and the attempt to 


cruſh and annihilate our efforts in the cauſe of freedom in the | 


very bud. We thought it our duty to anſwer the letter imme- 
diately, in order to give them every encouragement within the 
ſcope of our feeble abilities ; and herewith alſo ſend your Society 


a copy of our letter on that occaſion ; but we are apprehenſive | 


that the voice of a few individuals may not have weight enough 
to anſwer the withed-for end, of infpiring them with ſufficient 
confidence to perſevere. He hope your Society xwill alſo give them 
your ſanction, advice, and ſupport, as it will be in vain for the friends 
to reform to contend with the tremendous hoft of enemies they 
have to encounter, unleſs they firmly on all occaſions ſtand by and 
fuccour one another. 7 

It is with the greateſt ſatisfaction we announce to you, that 
ſeveral Societies have been formed within the laſt three weeks in 
Edinburgh, not leſs than ſeven or eight; and alſo that a patriotic 


rint is about to make its appearance, under the direction of | 


ajor Johnſon, who is alſo Preſident of one of the Societies. We 


have received ſome moſt ſpirited communications fram thence ; | 
and our bookſeller has ſent an order for 50 additional numbers of 


every publication of our work more than what was before in cir- 
culation, with an aſſurance that it was daily increaſing in fame 
and demand for it. We clearly foreſee that Scotland will ſoon 
take the lead of this country, and conceive it will be neceſſary to 
take the greateſt care that an univerſal communication ſhould 
be conitantly kept up between the ſeveral Societies, however 


diſtant, and that all ſhould determine to act upon the fame _ 
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zole, and move together, as near as may be, in regular and ative 
5 ; 1 was by 7075 method France became fo thoroughly united 
and awe ought newer to loſe fight of it. 

The Sheffield Society has been arr reviſed and re- organized; 
and in a very ſhort time they will preſent the public with an ad- 
dreſs, and a ſet of rules, regulations, and reſolves, which I think 
will do them infinite credit. 5 | 

We ſhall be happy to hear from your Society on every occaſion 
that may be agreeable and convenient; and any commanications 
which in future they may wiſh to convey to the public through the 
medium of The Patriot, they may rely on it every attention and 
regard ſhall be paid to them. . | 

We remain, with great reſpect, 
Fellow-Citizen, 
' Yours moſt reſpe&fully, 
The Editors of the Patriot. 


Copy of a Letter from Leicefter to the Secretary of the Society far 
OY, 7 Conſtitutional Information. J 
Sir, L,eiceſter, gth November, 1792. 


As I have not yet heard from you, I hope you will not omit my 
requeſt, and forward every neceſſary particular by the firſt mail. 


We are to have our firſt adjourned meeting on Monday even- 


ing next; and I wiſh our Secretary to be well prepared to meet 
every expectation, and every objection. 


We ſhall tand in need of a fort of creed for immediate pub- 


lication. | 
I am, &c. 


| | - 


Copy of a Letter from the Soctety for Political Information at 
Norwich to the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society. 


Mr. Secretary, Norwich, November 1 ith, 1792. 
Sir, — 

We, the Society for Political Information, are deſirous of holding 
and ſtrenuouſſy ſupporting the noble ſentiments which you ſo lately 
and friendly diſperſed among us; and as we ſo much admire your 
well- adopted plan for a reformation in the State, permit us, with 
the utmoſt deference to your worthy Society, to participate with 
you in all your great national correſpondence, which your very 
name promiſes to maintain; and in conſequence thereof, it is 
humbly defired, by the Society which I have the happineſs to re- 
preſent, to incorporate three members with your worthy frater- 
mit; in doing which 1 ſhall here inform you of their names and 
reſdence, which are as follows, — 
Our principal defign in doing this, is, that we may have 
an opportunity of knowing more exactly What may be thought the 
molt eligible ſteps to be taken in carrying on this great buſineis 
of our aſſociated brethren, and to have an opportuity to n 
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fort of queſtions as may be thought very reaſonable among the 
brethren ; eſpecially when we think that publications are covered 
with a ſort of obſcurity in it, as the Sheffield people's declaration, 
which ſeemed determined to ſupport the Duke of Richmond's plan 
only; but fince we find, in a printed letter received from them in 2 
book, that they mean to abide by ſome moderate reform, as may 
hereafter be brought forward by the Friends of the People, which 


method is uncertain to us. Again, we find that the Friends of | 


the People, and the Society for Conſtitutional Information, do not 
exactly agree ;—we could be glad to know the reaſon. It ſeem 
to me as though the difference was this: — The Friends of the 
People mean only a June reform, becauſe they leave out the 


words 1 
a reform; while the Mancheſter people ſeem to intimate b; ad. 


dreſſing Mr. Paine, as though they were intent upon republican prin- | 


ciples only. Now, to come cloſer to the main queſtion, it is only 
defired to know whether the generality of the Societies mean to 
reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only ; OR WHE- 
THER IT IS THEIK PRIVATE DESIGN TO RIP UP 


MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND PLACE DEMO. 


CRACY IN ITS STEAD. I ſhall now, Sir, give you an exact 


account of what plan I could wiſh to obtain, which 1 have already | 
moved for at our General Meeting, viz. a full and equal Repre- } 
ſentation of the whole body of the People, a general Suffrage of 


Votes, and Annual Parliaments. I remember the Society for Con- 
uſed to 


ſtitutional Information intimated to us that Mr. 
write to them in the name of the Revolution Society : 1f you ap- 


rove of that appellation, pray be ſo kind as to-give us a full and | 
tisfactory anſwer. I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, but remain a 
friend to peace, not to anarchy; a well-wiſher to the rights of } 


man, when obtained by conſent ; and your moſt obedient, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from Mancheſter ts the Secretary of the Society 


for Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, Mancheſter, November 13th, 1792. 
The Manchefter Reformation Society, being convinced that 


the cauſe of freedom will be much promoted by opening a cor- | 


reſpondence with the different Patriotic Societies in this king- 


dom, have therefore thought it neceſſary to addreſs your Society 


for this purpoſe. | 
The cauſe of Liberty goes on rapidly in this town 5 our Soctely 
meets weekly, and we enter ſeveral new members every time. We 


ſhould have been wore numerous, had not the influence of the | 
Ariſtocrats hunted us out of the public houſe where we met; but 
we hope this ſtep will be no ways detrimental in the end, for we 

tly rallied our members, and took a private houſe to mect | 
in, where we have met ſome time paſt: we are juſt going to pub- 


liſh a freſh declaration; and we have not the leaſt doubt but, 
when it appears, it will be the means of increaſing our Society 


prodigioully, - | Wo 


uke of Richmond's plan, and talk only of | 
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We ſhall deem it as a great favour if you would ſend us any in- Wo; 
formation that you may think worth communication, and may reſt . 
aſſured that we ſhall always be proud of any opportunity by 1 
which it may be in our power to return the favour. 1# 

| Secretary to the Reformation Society. | 14 

Pleaſe to direct to Mr. Gorſe, No. 7, Great Newton ſtreet, 1 
near New Crois, Mancheſter, : ; 1 ; 
Copy of a Letter from Leiceſter to the Secretary of the Society 4 

Por Conſtitutional Information. 4 

8 1 

J ſent a letter per Mail as a parcel, requeſting you to ſend me +40} 
every particular requiſite to enable us to eſtabliſh a con itutional $7. 
ſociety at Leiceſter, fimilar to yours, and thoſe at Mancheſter, 71 
Stockport, &c. 77 

Send me, if you pleaſe, all that is neceſſary by fr/ff mail: we Ha 
want laws, orders, principles, creeds, addreſſes, declarations, re- 1 
ſolutions, &C. _ 

I am, Sir, ; « 148 
| Leiceſter, == (In great hafte) 1 
Nov. 15th, 1792. Your humble ſervant, - 148 
Cipy of a Letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the Society 1 
Por Conſtitutional Information. + 
Sir, "* | 

At a meeting which was laſt week convened for the purpoſe of $5200 
inſtituting a ſociety for conſtitutional information, it was deter- 1 
mined by the perſons preſent to form themſelves into a ſociety for 8 
thit purpoſe: as it was thought expedient that a plan ſhould be 77 
adopted, which would be calculated to produce the object of the 1 
inſtitution, the ſociety reſolved that they would apply to the Con- We: 
ſtitutional Society in London; and at their requeſt I have now + 
taken the liberty of ſoliciting you would be fo kind as to tranſ- wg 
mit to us a copy of the plan of the Sheffield or any other ſociety, BY 
which you may think beſt adapted to produce the end of the inſtitu- : WH 
tion, Your compliance with the requelt will not only be a ſanc- 1 
tion to the inſtitution, but will be attended with the ſalutary et- _ 
fect which reſults from ſuch inftitutions. Wn 

I am, Sir, 9 
Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, S 
_ 

P. 8. Our corporation has been appriſed of our intention of #A 
forming a conſtitutional ſociety ; and have threatened us with a 1 
proſecution ; but we are determined to perſevere in our intention. 2:2 

Coventry, | FM 

Nov. 26th, 1792. 4 
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The incloſed hand bill, which we privately circulated here ſome 


time fince, has ſo exaſperated our corporation, that they now de- 
clare they will puniſh us with that rigour and ſeverity which the 
proclamation has empowered them with. | 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Coreſpond- 
ing Society to the Secretary of the Society for Cinſtitutimal 
Information. 


Sir, 8 | London, zoth Nov. 1792. 
I am directed by the Committee of Delegates of the London 
Correſponding Society, to ſend your ſociety the incloſed copy of 
an Addreſs they are forthwith going to publiſh, as an anſwer to 
the ſophiſtical Addreſs lately ſent forth from the Aſſociation for 
the preſervation of property, &c. from the inroads of levellers 
and republicans, | 25 
F 
With geeat eſteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


Secretary. 


Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society to the other 
Societies in Great Britain, united for the obtaining a 
Reform 1n Parliament. 


Friends, and fellow countrymen, 

Unleſs we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching when 
the object for which we ſtruggle is likely to come within our reach. 
That a nation like Britain ſhould be free, it is requiſite only that 
Britons ſhould will it to become ſo—that ſuch ſhould be their 
will, the abuſes of our original conſtitution, and the alarms of 
our ariſtocratic enemies, ſufficiently witneſs. Confident in the puri- 
ty of our motives, and in the juſtice of our cauſe, let us meet 
falſehood with proofs, and hypocriſy with plainneſs; let us perſe- 
vere in declaring our principles, and miſrepreſentation will meet 
its due reward—Contempt. | 5 

In this view the artifices of a late ariſtocratic aſſociation, formed 
on the zcth inſtant, call for a few remarks, on account of the 
declaration they nave publiſhed relative to other clubs and ſocie- 
ties formed in this nation. It is true that this meeting of gentle- 
men (for ſo they ſtyle themſelves) have mentioned no names, in- 
ſtanced no fats, quoted no authorities ; but they take upon them- 

ſelves to aſſert that bodies of their countrymen have been aſſoci- 
ated, profeſſing opinions favourable to the RIGHTS OF MAN, 
to LIBERTY and EQUALITY ; and moreover that thoſe opi- 
nions are conveyed in the Terms, NO KING, NO PARLIA- 
MENT.—80 much for their aſſertions. 

If this be intended to include the ſocieties to which we reſpec- 


tively belong, we here in the moſt ſolemn manner deny the latter 
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part of the charge, while, in admitting the former, we claim the 
privilege, and glory in the character of Britons. W hoever ſhall 
attribute to us the expreſſions of NO KING, NO PARLIA- 
MENT, or any deſign of invading the property of other men, 
is guilty of a wilful, an impudent, and a malicious falſehood, 
We know and are ſenſible that the wages of every man are his 
right ; that difference of ſtrength, of talents, and of induſtry, 
do and ought to afford proportionable diſtinctions of property, 
which, when acquired, and confirmed by the laws, is ſacred and 
inviolable. We defy the moſt {laviſh and malevolent man in the 
meeting of the 2oth inftant to bring the remoteſt proof to the 
contrary, If there be no proof, we call upon them to juſtify an 
inſidious calumny, which ſeems invented only to terrify indepen- 
dent Britons from reclaiming the rightful conſtitution of their 
country. We admit and we declare that we are friends to CIVIL 
LI2ERTY, and therefore to NATURAL EQUALTTY, both 
of wich we conſider as the RIGHTS OF MANKIND. Could 
we believe them to be in direct oppoſition to the laws of this 
land,“ we ſhould bluſh to find ourſeives among the number of its 
inhabitants. But we are perſuaded that the abuſes of the conſti- 
tution will never paſs current for its true principles; ſince we are 


told in its firſt charter that ALL ARE EQUAL IN THE 


SIGHT OF THE LAW, which „ ſhall neither be ſold, nor re- 
« fuſed, nor delayed to any free man whatſoever.” Should it 
ever happen that right and juſtice” are oppoſed by expence, 
by refuſal, or by delay, then is this principle of equality violated, 
and we are no longer free men. 

Such are our notions of thoſe rights which it is boldly main- 
tained are inconſiſtent with the well-being of ſociety :” But 
let us not ſuffer men who avow no principles of liberty, whoſe 
favourite cry 1s inequality of property, to eſtrange others of our 
countrymen from aiding us in ſerving the community, and from 
recovering to the nation that ſhare of its ſovereignty which has 
unhappily been fſacrified to corrupt courtiers and intriguing 


boroughmongers. 
If our laws and conſtitution be juſt and wiſe in their origin and 


their principle, every deviation from them, as firſt eſtabliſhed, 


muſt be injurious to the people whoſe perſons and property were 
then ſecured; if at the Revolution this country was adequately 
repreſented, it is now ſo no longer, and therefore calls aloud for 


reform. | 
If it be true that the people of Britain are ſuperior to other 


nations, is it that our taxes are leſs burtheniome ? or that our pro- 


viſions are leſs expenſive? Is is from the various productions of 
our ſoil that we are rich? Is it owing to the majority of our 
numbers that we are flrong ?—Certainly not. France has the ad- 
vantage in all theſe reſpects, and up to this period ſhe/has never 
been our ſuperior in wealth, in power, in talents, or in virtue. 
But let us not dcceive ourſelves, the difference between us and 
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that nation was formerly that our monarchy was limited, while 
theirs was abſolute that the number of our ariſtocracy did not 
equal the thouſandth part of theirs—that we had trial by jury, 
while they had none—that our perſons were protected by the laws, 
while their lives were at the mercy of every titled individuzl, 
We, therefore, had that to fipht tor which to them was unknown 
—fince we were men while they were ſlaves. a 

The ſcene has indeed changed—Like our brave anceſtors of 
the laſt century, they have driven out the family that would have 
deſtroyed them; they have ſcattered the mercenaries who invaded 
their freedom, and have broken their chains on the heads of 
«« their oppreſſors.“ If, during this conflict with military aſſaſſins 
and domeſtic traitors, crueliy and revenge have ariſen among a 
few inhabitants of the capital, let us lament thele effects of a 
bloody and tyrinnous manifeſto, but let us leave to the hypocrite 
pretenders to humanity the taſk of blackening the misfortune, 
and attribating to a whole nation the act of an enraged populace. 

As we have never yet been caſt ſo low at the foot of def; otifm, 
ſo it 1s not requiſite that we ſhould appeal to the ſame awful tri- 
bunal with our brethren on the Continent. May our enmities be 
written in ſand, but may our rights be engraven on marble! we 
defire to overthrow no property but that which has been raiſed on 
the ruins of our liberty. We look with reverence' on the landed 
and commercial intereſts of our country; but we view with ab— 
Lorrence that monopoly of burgage tenures unwarranted by law 
or reaſon in this or any other nation in Europe. 

Let us then continue, with patience and firmneſs, in the path 
which is begun. Let us wait and watch the enſuing ſeſſions of ar- 
liament, from whom we have much to hope, and little to fear. The 
Houſe q Commons may have been the ſource of our calamity, it nay 
prove that of our deliverance. Should it not, wwe truſt we ſhall nit 
prove uncvorthy of our forefathers, zuboſe exertions in the cauſe if 
mankind ſo well deſerve our imitation, | 


(Signed) MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
London, — — Secretary. 


29th Nov. 1792, 
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Copy of a Letter from the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield ts 
the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
| Committee Room, January 16th, 1793. 
4 Reſolved, | 


« That a circular letter be immediately forwarded by this 
« committee to every ſociety in Great Britain (that 15 known to 
© us) which has aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a reform 
in Parliament, requeſting each ſociety to inform us in what 
manner they mean to come forward in ſupport of their ſeveral 
« declarations during the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament.“ 

dir, 

In conſequence of the above reſolution, we take the liberty 
of addreſſing your ſociety, and of informing you that it is the 
opinion of this committee, that the ſentiments and determination 
of every ſociety in Great Britain ought to be explicitly known, 
and candidly declared, in order that ſuch of them as coincide in 
idea on this great conſtitutional queſtion may act in concert to- 
gether ; a circumſtance which will greatly add to their ſtrength 
and conſequence, and which indeed appears to be indiſpenſably 
requiſite to be done without further delay. 

We therefore beg leave to fate, that in our opinion any re- 
form will prove nugatory, or at leaſt fall fir ſhort of the perma- 
nent and important advantages to the country and conſtitution 
which we have in view, that does not confiit of a reflcration of the 
right of uni verſal ſ:ffrage (except of perſons not of ſane mind, under 
the age of twenty-one years, and thoſe incapacitated by crimes ) to- 
_ gether with annual elections; and for the purpoſe of regaining 
theſe our rights, we propoſe to petition the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament this ſeſſion, to take into their molt ſerious conſidera- 
tion the preſent very inadequate ſtate of the repreſentation of the 
people of Great Britain, and the various and great abuſes reſulting 
there from, and that they will take ſuch ſeedy and effectual mea- 
ſures to remove thoſe evils, and remedy the grievances conſequent 
thereon, as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeein moit proper. 

As the importance and magnitude of the queiiion requires that 
no time ſhould be lo? which can pothibly be avoried, we beg that 
your ſociety will have the goodneſs to inform us how far our pro- 
poſed plan meets with your approbation, or in what reſpect, and 
to what degree of extent, we differ. 

At all events it appears highly neceſſ:ry that the ſeveral fo- 
cieties in the kingdom ſhou!l requeſt to know immediately what 
are the expreſs views and plans of The Society of the Friends 
« of the People, in order that they may be enabled to judge how 
far they ſhall be warranted in ſeconding and ſupporting the bill 
which Mr. Grey has given notice be means to introduce into the 
Houſe of Commons, in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining this great and defirable object. 
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Requeſting an anſwer as ſpeedily as poſlible—we remain, with 
the greateſt reſpect, in the name, and by order of the Com- 
mittee, | | = 

| Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


» Prefident, 
—, Secretary, 


Copy 7 a Letter from the Society for Gonflitutional Inſormation 
4 Birmingham to the Society for Cynſtitutional Information 
in London. 


Birmingham, February 6th, 1793. 
Friends and Fellow Citizens, | 
The Members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
eſtabliſhed at this place, November 2oth, i792, take this oppor- 
tunity of laying before you our printed addreſs and declaration, 
and our rules and orders, which we have adopted from the Shef. 
field Society for our internal government; and to ſhew our juſtice, 


our moderation, and love to all mankind, we deſire your advice 


and aſſiſtance, that the general mind of our ſociety may be formed 


unanimouſly to the beit and moſt likely mode of obtaining our 
long-loſt rights as men free born, and as citizens by univerſal 
incorporation. | 5 

The intereſted and bigotted ſupporters of the exploded ſyſtem 
of corruption are continually throwing obſlacles in the way of all 
reform, and threaten us with rigorous proſecutions, and exhibit 
all the engines of power and tyranny before us for meeting to in- 
veſtigate the laws of our country, and endeavouring to obtain, in 
a legal and peaceable manner, the birthright of every Briton, 
(viz.) an equal repreſentation of the people in Parliament, not- 
withſtanding which numbers daily flock to the Standard of Li- 
berty. We are determined, in ſpite of all baſe oppoſition, to 
perſevere as we have begun, in the good cauſe, till we have ob- 
' tained the defirable end, a redreſs wt our grievances. | 

We ſincerely think the cauſe is of God, and that it would go 
on without our interference ; but who can ſtand by an idle ſpec- 
tator, and ſee our fellow men ſtruggling for us in the cauſe of 
liberty, and not have a wiſh to lend a helping hand in the hu- 
mane and god-like work? 

We ardently and ſincerely deſire to become inſtrumental in ſo 
good and great a work, the cauſe of liberty and of all mankind, 
both preſent and future. | 

The grateful thanks of our ſociety are given to Mr. Horne 
Tooke, Major Cartwright, Mr. Erſkine, and the reſt of the mem- 
bers of the Conſtitutional Society for Information in London, for 
their firm and manly ſupport and perſeverance in our common 
cauſe of liberty and good will to all mankind, and their ſteady 
purpoſe to obtain an effectual reform in the Legiſlative Houſe of 
the People, the Commons Houſe of Parliament. | 


Our ſociety requeſts the favour of your admitting the favour of 


twelve perſons, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled _— 
. IP. | - E333 „ Bir FFW ert 
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bers of your ſociety, for the purpoſe of correſponding with yours 
and every other ſimilar inſtitution in the nation, for the better 
regulating our meaſures, and receiving inſtruction. E, | 
Wiſhing you all the ſucceſs your laudable undertaking deſerves 
ue are, with fincerity, your fellow citizens and friends. 
The names of the twelve perſons mentioned above, and of 
the perſons to direct to, are ſujoined.] | 
Draught of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Conflitutional 
th Society at Sheffield. = 
Gentlemen, 12th February 1793. 
The London Correſponding Society defer anſwering your kind 
letter, until they ſh:]1 have been able to aſcertain the ſenſe of the 
whole ſociety on the maiter. They mean likewiſe to confer 
thereon with all the other ſocieties in London, and alſo, if poſſible, 
to collect the ideas of the unaſlociated, on an object ſo important 
to us all. — 
| I am, Gentlemen, with eſteem, 
Your Fellow Labourer, &c. 


oy 


Copy of a Letter from the Committee of the Friends 2 the People 


to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 
Six, Frith Street, February 15, 179 5 
I am directed by the Society of the Friends of the People, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated iſt February, 1793. 
Having pledged ourſelves by our public acts and documents to uſe 
every effort in our power for the purpoſe of obtaining a complete, 
ſubſtantial, and radical reform of the repreſentation of the peo 
in Parliament, we never can be ſuppoſed to have ſurrendered to 
any other body of men the exerciſe of our own diſcretion with 
reſpect both to the plan which we deem moſt effectual for 
the purpoſe, and the time which we may think moſt favourable 
for offering it to the public; at preſent we think, that to make 
public our views on theſe ſubjects would be to furniſh arms to our 
enemies, and to injure the cauſe in which we are engaged. The 
period, however, is probably not very far diſtant when theſe par- 
ticulars will be made known to the public ; it is ſufficient now to 
expreſs our confidence that that moment will prove, by evidence 
more ſubſtantial than profeſſions, that we will propoſe no plan of 
reform which is ſhort of an effectual deſtruction of aνes in the 
repreſentation of the people, and that we have honeftly exerted 
every faculty we poſſeſs in chuſing the time moſt favourable to the 
ſucceſs of our plan. 
We have learned, with affliction and indignation, the arbitrary 
and unconſtitutional interruption of meetings of citizens, peaceably 
and lawfully aſſembled, for the diſcuſſion and maintainance of 
their rights. We have ever viewed with utter diſapprobation, 
both of their principles and procegdings, the affociations who 
have been the authors or inſtruments of this perſecution. Their 


principles, we think, are repugnant to the free ſpirit of the Eng- 


liſh law, and their conduct, we think, has been injurious and op- 
preſniye as the principle ot their inſtitution is unconſtitutional and 
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abſurd. But deeply penetrated as we are with theſe ſentiments, 

we neither poſſeſſed power nor legal competence to interpoſe for 
the protection of an individual, ſuffering even under the moſt 
unjuſt proſecution. We cannot, therefore, feel ourſelves blame. 
able for inaction in caſes of which the particulars were never laid 
before us, and in which it might have been perhaps impoſſible, 
and perhaps improper, for us to have interfered. — 

We do not think it neceflary to make any particular remarks 
on thoſe publications which you have put forth. We are not 
called upon to pronounce any judgment on the publications of in- 
dividuals or ſocieties ; and however we may lament the grievances 
of which ſome of your publications complain, our efforts muſt 
neceſſarily be limited to the object of an inſtitution, the creation 
of an organ to ſpeak the public voice in legiſlation. 9 

We cannot help expreſſing ſome ſurprize at the information 
that ſocieties in different parts of the kingdom, who were ſolici- 
tous about the nature and extent of our plans of reform, inſtead 
of expreſſing ſuch ſolic itude to ourſelves, ſhould have choſen the 
indirect and circuitous channel of any other ſociety. Had they 
applied to the Friends of the People directly, they would aſſaredly 
have received every information compatible with the prudence, 
and with a due regard to the ſucceſs of our common cauſe. 

On the ſubje& of your correſpondence with the National Con- 
vention of France, we freely communicated to you an opinion in 
our laſt letter. We ſee no reaſon to change the ſentiments which 
we then expreſſed on the prudence and tendency of that meaſure; 
for though we not only acknowledge,“ but avow with pride, 
* that to wiſh ſucceſs to the cauſe of freedom is congenial to the 
c heart of a Briton,” yet we cannot think that men engaged in 
ſo momentous a cauſe as that of parliamentary reform are entitled 
to make public declarations, even of their moſt virtuous ſenti- 
ments, in manner which may injure that cauſe, ſerve the purpoſes, 
and ftrengthen the pretexts of its enemies. Far be it from us to 
treat with ſeverity and rigour even thoſe errors and indiicretions 
into which men may be betrayed by a generous zeal for the cauſe 
of freedom; but ſurely it cannot be denied, that the correſpon- 
dence of \ cieties in this country with public bodies in France 
has furniſhed the moſt ſpecious pretences to intereſted men for 


confounding a virtuous ſenſibility to the intereſts of lüberty in 


other countries, with a criminal intention to introduce diſorder 
and civil commotion in our own; it is chiefly by the help of this 
_ pretext that defigning men have fo ſucceſsfully practiſed on the 
alarms of the public, and that timid honeſty has been rendered 
the dupe and the inſtrument of corruption. But on this ſubject 
all further remark is now become unneceſſary, as every good 
citizen muſt now feel himſelf precluded from all political inter- 
courſe with France (for a period which we earneſtly pray may be 
very ſhort) by a war, the principle of which we utteriy diſap- 
prove; the inevitable evils of which we deeply deplore; and at 
the poſſible conſequences of which we tremble. 


Among the moit wiſe and honeſt friends of liberty there _ 
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ariſe frequent differences of opinion and conduct; and theſe dif- 
ferences, the natural effect of an independent judgment and an 
independent ſpirit, are perfectly compatible with mutual confidence 
| and co-operation. When, indeed, deſigning perions avail th-m- 
| ſelves of ſuch differences to ſow diſtruſt, and to inſinuate ſuſpi- 
cions againſt the characters and intentions of men, it is then only 
that they become pernicious and injurious. Againſt practices 
which might produce ſuch a ſpirit of diiunion and diſtruſt it is 
ſurel/ almoſt neceſſary to warn the friends of liberty at a moment 
when our enemies are ſo formidable and ſo united. Ihey have 
facrificed all inferior intereſts and all former differences to their 
common intereſt in perpetuating abuſes and corraptions. Let it 
not be ſaid, that more generous motives have a leſs powerful in- 
fluence on the human mind, and that the love of liberty is not 


able to produce that union among her friends, which in her ene- | 
mies has ariſen from the moſt abje& and ſordid paſſions. a 
It ſeems fearce neceſſary to repreſent to the London Correſ- Ag 


ponding Society, the peculiar necsſſity of circumſpection and mo- 
deration at a moment when the moſt venial, indiſcretion of the 
friends of reform is remarked with ſuch malignant watchfulneſs, 
and converted into an argument again{t the caule of reform itſelf, 
Hie muſt ſurely either be a ſecret enemy, or an unſafe and per- 
nicious friend of. that cauſe, who could prompt you to any thing 
that could be conſtrued into indiſcretion, or who would labour to 
ſow diſtruſt among the ſmall number of thoſe who now appear in 
behalf of freedom in England, at a period when a perſecution is 
carried on againit the friends of reform at home,. and a war is 
commenced, which 1n its progreſs may combine the arms of Eng- 
land with thoſe of powers engaged in a cruſade againſt the general 
liberties of Europe, " | 
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In name and by order of the Committee. 


Draft of a Better from the London Correſponding Society, in- 
tended as an Anſwer to the foregoing Letter. 
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ir, | : | 
The Committee of the London Correſponding Society have, at 9 
preſent, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th of 
February, | 
With pleaſure we perceive your ſociety not unwilling to keep 
up a _correſpondenee-with us, yet, at the ſame time, we are ſorry 8 
that you ſhould appear to be hurt by the plain queſtions we put to 4% 
you in our laſt to aſk of you what meaſures you mean to puriue in 
2 matter which concerns, us all, is certainly no ways calling upon = 
you to ſurrender up to our ſociety, or even to the public at large, #2 
Jour d1'eretion—oor can we conceive that a body of men hiving # 
pledged themſelves to the public can be a ſufficient ſecurity to that 
Public to repoſe implicit confidence in them without being made 
further acquainted wiih the nature and extent of the pian you 
mean to purſue, in order that we the people may, if we approve it, 
cooperate with you the extent of your propoſed reform, we ap- 
prenend, is already determined upon, and we can di cover no ad- 
vantage likely to reſult from its ſecgecy—on the contrary, if un: 
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are to aſk for ourſelves the ſame thing which our friends 
mean to aſk for us, the latter muſt receive their inſtruction from 
us, or we muſt be directed by them—in either caſe there muſt 
be no ſecrets. We further conceive that the permanency of a re- 
form muſt be founded on the acquieſcence of the public, who, 
after maturely deliberating on every thing propoſed, ſhall have 
found your plan the moſt uſeful and the beſt that could poſſibly be 
laid down.—The bufineſs we are engaged in is of too important a 
nature to admit of reſerve or diſguiſe. We will therefore, by the 
frankneſs of our behaviour, ſhew ourſelves worthy the friendſhip 
of a ſociety of honeſt men endeavouring to ſerve their country, 
and plainly tell you, our country correſpondents did not deſire us 
to inquire of you what you meant to do, but fairly aſked us 
whether we thought you honeſt ? whether we thought you meant to 
| ſerve a party or the nation? whether we imagined you intended a 
artial or a complete reform? Addreſſed in this manner to us, and 
lunt as thoſe queſtions may appear, they have nothing in them 
which can poſſibly offend you, the people have always an undoubt- 
ed right to ſcrutinize the character and principles of them who call 
themſelves their friends, and ſuch as avow an intention of bring- 
ing forward meaſures in which we are all fo deeply intereſted. —As 
to the furniſhing our enemies with arms by a diſeloſure of our in- 
tention, we cannot conceive that demands founded on conffitu- 
tional rights can loſe any of their force by being made public, 
| Reaſon (vires acquirit eundo) to triumph requires only to be 
known; and as none of the people's demands are founded on 
fallacy, to take the enemy by ſurprize would be unworthy of the 
public champions, and moreover, youre needleſs, when truth 
and reaſon muſt unavoidably bear down all before them without 
the aſſiſtance of guile. | 
Under the idea, that where you fay, * You neither poſſeſſed 
«© power nor legal competence to interfere for the protection of an 
« individual ſuffering, under the moſt unjuſt proſecution,” you 
allude to the caſe of our bill ſticker: we muſt beg to ſet you 
right, and to inform you we'never, as a ſociety, ſought the in- 
terference of any body of men; on the contrary, we are firmly 
perſuaded, however hard ſuch caſes may bear upon individuals, 
they will eventually prove of ſervice to the public, nothing having 
a greater tendency towards rouſing the country from its too pre- 
valent apathy with regard to ſtretch of prerogative and abuſe of 
ower. | 
As to our addrefs to the French National Convention, we ima- 
gine it beſt to ſay no more about it at preſent, only that if has 
furniſhed pretexts to deſigning men, it has only ſaved them the 
trouble of ſeeking excuſes elſe where; but ſuch men, even without 
our aid, would have been at no loſs; at the ſame time we are apt 
to believe the plan for war, if conceived before then, was by no 


means accelerated thereby—intended as preventatives, addreſſes 


might have been effectual, if they had been more generally adopt- 
ed; the only fault therein, that by a miſtaken idea the addreſ- 
ſers gave credit to the nation for agreater degree of energy than 
it really poſſeſſed. We agree with you that unity of ſentiment was 
no way incompatible with diverſity of opinion, and that the fer 
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;; natural to independent minds; with ſame object in view, their 
mode of purſuing it will undoubtedly differ ;—with caution, 
therefore, we will watch over thoſe who wiſh to ſow the ſeeds of 
unneceſſary diſtruſt among us, and will at the ſame time take good | 
care that the doctrine of implicit confidence may not gain ground 1 

among us. Full as much as yourſelves we plead the neceſſity of F 
union among the friends of liberty, but lament that 1t 15 prevent- 
ed, or at leaſt retarded, in many inſtances, by the ſame thing that 
promotes it among the enemies of reform, namely, intereſt; with 
them all their intereſt is for the continuation of abuſes, while to 
ſome of us a reform muſt be attended with pecuniary loſs, and 
many otherswould loſe their employ, their daily bread, were it 
known they took an active part: thus the ſame motive, aſſuming 
on one ſide the appearance of a virtue gives emylation to bad 
men, and on the other, in its vileſt but moſt natural form, ſtays 
the progreſs of thoſe who, with the beſt intentions, labour to 
fave their country. . 

We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining us 
moderation and diſcretion at this critical moment, when every 
imprudence in the advocate is liable to be rendered prejudicial to 
the cauſe itſelf. | | 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to the 
= Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield. | 


| | 4th March, 1793. 

The London Correſponding Society have at preſent to acknow- 
ledge your laſt, and to auſwer more fully your preceding letter. 
With regard to petitioning parliament, wwe are unanimous in the 
opinion, that ſuch a petition will not produce a reform; yet from many 
eonfiderations we are now perſuaded, that if every ſociety in the iſland 
will ſend forward a petition, we ſhall ultimately gain ground, for as 
much as it will force the preſent members of the ſenate to repeatedly 
«diſcuſs the ſubjecł, and their deliberations, printed in the different 
newſpapers, will moſt naturally awaken the public mind towards 
the object of our purſuit; the nation once informed that a re- 
form in parliament is ſought for from different quarters, gives 
riſe to debates in the Houſe of Commons, and is acknowledged 
by every rank to be wanting, will begin to exerciſe their own 5 
reaſon on the ſubject; arrived at that period, we prefume our buſs- 
neſs aoill be nearly accompliſhed. | 

Let us cloſely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; let every 
ſociety petition ſeparately ; let every week furniſh a freſh peti- 
ton, and afford a freſh debate ;—we ſeek to open the eyes of the 
public: petitions on our part, and rejections on the part of the 
miniſtry, will effectually do it. We therefore highly approve of 
your idea, and will ourſelves follow it up, and recommend it to 
all the other ſocieties we correſpond with; and withal we recom- 
mend that no time be loſt in ſo doing. | 

With you we lament the evils of an imprudent and inconfide- 
tate war, a war rather eagerly ſought for the advancement of pri- 
rate ends than carefully deprecated from conſiderations of public 
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good—a conteſt unfavourable to this country, whether either 
France or Deſpotiſm gain the upper hand. We join with you in 
" gratitude to thoſe worthv members of either Houſe who have en 
deavoured to avert this national calamity, to whom we have like 


wiſe returned our public thanks—and we remain with ſincerity 


and affection, | 
Your friends and fellow labourers, 


11 


Copy of a Letter from, the United Societies at Norwich to, the 


Soctety for Conſlitutional Information. | 
United Political Societies of Norwicli, 5th March, 1793. 
Gentlemen, „ ; 
It is with p-culiar ſatisfaction we are favoured with your cor- 
reſpondenge, ct merely becauſe you are fo, although you are better 
fitted to diffuſe he. but becanfe you are embarked in the 


ſame magnhanimous cauſe, which demands with a'acrity the atten- 


tion of every individual, and it is with the utmoſt regret we ſee fo 
many, either from ignorance or fomething worſe, who are in: mical 
to their own intereſt, for nothing r r ſo much to ſupport 
the oppreſſor as the ignoranoe of the oppreſſed, for which purpoſe 
the flood gates have been opened gradually, till by degrees the 
ſtreams of corruption have nearly overflowed the land, ſuch as 
bounty acts, borrewing qualification and ſeptennial acts, beſides 
ſtanding armies, exciſe and tything laws, with various others too 
painful for reflection, without credit to the framers thereof, and 
with advantage to ſociety, We do not preſume to recapiiulate 
theſe abuſes for your information, but being experimentally ac- 
qua inted with them, we wiſh to find out a method of redreſs. At 


pr eſent we ſee a great prapriely in univerſal Juffrage and annual. 
elections, but we beg you will be obliging enough to inform us of 


whatyou have collected of the ſenſe of the people by your cor- 
reſpondents.— We have to inform you, that our worthy correſpon!- 
ing. ſocicties of London have recently ſubmitted three propoſitions fer car 
inveſtigation: Firſt, Whether a Petition to Parliament, or an Addreſi 
zo the King, or à Conveniion. ; p 
Permit us briefly to ſtate our views for your reviſal; and with 
reſpect ta the firſt, we behold wwe are a conquered people; we have. 


tamely ſubmitted to the galling yoke, and reſiliance in the preſent. 


.cirxcumſtange is vain; we cannot, we cannot act the man, and as 
neceſſity have no law, we think ourſelves under that degrading 
neceffity to flate our, grievances to the Houſe of Commons, awith a 
requeſt for redreſs, and ſpould they refuſe to grant our reaſonable 
petition, we have /till got (no thanks to them) a formidable engine, 
that will convey the / zo the remoteſt parts of the kingdom. As 
ta the propriety of the ſegoyd, we wiſh to ſubmit to your ſuperior 
judgment, and ſhould eſteem it a favour to be informed of the 
reſult, for at preſent we zare dybtous. of its good conſequences. 
Laſtly, a Convention, and oh! that the period were arrived; but 
in the preſent ſtate of affairs, alas! jt. iz impracticable; ye His 1 
the object wwe purſue, and eſteem any other means only in ſubordina- 
tien to, and as having a tendency to aggomplih that defirable end. . 
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We wiſh to be in uniſon with our brethren and fellow-labourers, 
and ſhould be glad of any information as ſoon as it is convenient, 
and we beg your advice whether it is neceſſary, as ſoon as poſſible, 
to collect ſignatures to a petition for a real repreſentation of the peo- 
ple, and by whom to preſent it; whether Mr. Coke, Mr. Burch, 
or any of the friends of the people ; and whether it is atttended 
with any expence.— Our Me:bers are both inimical to the buſineſs. 

We can give you no accurate ſtatement of the repreſentation 
in our neighbourhood, only obſerve it is equally farcial here as 
elſewhere. To conclude with for all favours received, 
wiſhing you and ſucceſs, and may heaven avert 
We ſabgeribe ourſelves, Gentlemen, your | 
Obliged humble ſervant, 
| Signed) — — 
Note. Pleaſe to direct to — St. Mary's church, Mr. 
being no longer our ſecretary.—We have between 30 and 40 
ſeparate ſociettes in Norwich, befides many in the country villages — 


Copy of @ Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
. Information at Birmingham to the Secretary of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information at London. 
Sir, © Birmingham, March 25th, 1793. 
At the requeſt of the Society for Conftitutional Information I 
hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter, whereby it appears 
that your ſociety have acceded to our ho rs by electing the 
perſons (whoſe names you were furniſhed with) as aſſociated 
members in your ſociety, for which we beg you to accept our unit- 
ed thanks, and beſt wiſhes that your ſociety may go on to accumu- 
late a maſs of true patriots, whoſe principles may not be ſubvert- 
ed by intereſt, or conquered by fear. | 
This ſociety offers with gratitude their thanks and commenda- 
tions to — , Eſq. for the preſent accompanying your let- 
ter, but more particularly for his geal in the cauſe of freedom, 
which cannot be promoted but by the free uſe of the preſs, which 
ve truſt will never be reſtrained from Britoys. Another letter 
accompanies this, containing a few particulars, which we doubt 
riot you will peruſe with pleaſure. Will write you further on that 
ſubject ſhortly. 18 | 1 


28 


I am, &c. | 
| — — Sec. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Cunſtitutional Society 
at Sheffield to the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
__ . 
Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 
Fc April 17th, 1793. 
I am defired by the Committee to encloſe you a printed copy 
of 'the petition agreed on by the inhabitants here, to be preſented 
to the Houſe of Commans, for a reform in parliament, and the 
addreſs accompanying the ſame. Upwards of five thouſand ſigna- 
Ps. TS tures 
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tures are already affixed to it, and we have no doubt there will 

he at leaſt as many more. £0 | 
| I am, with great reſpect, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient: ſervant, 


— roo ner. 


Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society. 


To the Secretary of the Cor- | Th 
reſ>onding Society, London. | | 


P. S. Having no direction to the Conſtitutional Whigs, Inde- 


pendents, and Friends of the People, and being deſired by them 


« to convey future favours through the ſame channel as the laſt,” 
which was by your means, beg you will ſend the other letter 
which comes directed to you by the ſame poſt, to Mr. —— Se- 
cretary of the ſaid ſociety, | | A 
Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Soctety for Conſlitu- 
| 42 — Information to the Secretary A the United Political So- 
cieties at Norwich. ; | | 
Sir, | 16th April, 1793. 
We have to acknowledge, with great ſatisfaction, the letter 


which you favoured us with, dated the 5th inſtant, relative to the 


moſt deſirable of all other objects, the reform of a parliamentary 
repreſentation. The honour you do us in ſuppoſing that we are 
better fitted than yourſelves for the promotion of political know- 
ledge we muſt diſclaim, becauſe we obſerve with the greateſt 
leaſure that our country correſpondents have too much zeal and 
anformation to want ſucceſs in their public endeavours, whether 
at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Mancheſter, or elſewhere throughout 
the nation. In our fincerity for the good of our country we truſt 
that we are all equal, and as ſuch we doubt not of our ultimate ſucceſs. 
We ſee, with ſorrow, the exiſtence of thoſe evils which you ſo 
juſtly repreſent as the ſtreams of corruption dverflowing this once 
free and proſperous country. We ſee, with ſurprize and abhor- 
rence, that men are to be found both able and willing to ſupport 
thoſe corruptions. It is however no ſmall conſolation to find that 
others are not wanting, in every point of the nation, of an op- 
polite character, who are ready to remedy, by all laudable and 
honourable means, the defe& in our repreſentation, the uſurped 
extenſion of the duration of parliaments, and other grievances, 
ſuch as you notice in your letter. | 
That the conſtitution of England has no more of that character 

it once poſſeſſed ; that the ſuppoſed democracy of the country has 
become a matter of property and privilege; and that we have 
therefore no longer that mixt government which our adverſaries 
are praiſing, when they know it is no longer in our poſſeſſion, are 
facts notorious and indiſputable. Where then are we to look for 
the remedy? To that parliament of which we complain, to the 
executive power, which is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated, 
in that parliament ; or to ourſelves repreſented, in ſome meeting 
of Delegates for the extenſive purpoſe of reform, which we ſup- 
Pole you underitand by the term Convention, : 
| . o 


1 


to; an 
rance, 
coolne 
we reg 
ſ96n a: 
virtuo1 

Hith 
rived f 
lieve 1 
your p 
to in 


this pe 


tlie pre 


fore it 
the pol 
worth 
and as 
ſuch a 


1 


' COMMONS SECRET COMMITTEP., _ 131 


It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that we ought to look 
to; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effect of perſeve- 
rance, and the riſing reafon of the time, let us determine with 
coolneſs, hut let us perſevere with deciſion. As to a Convention, 
we regard it as a plan the moſt deſirable and moit practicable, ſo 
ſ96n as the great body of the people ſhall be courageous and 
virtuous enough to join us in the attempt. _ | 

Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment is ar- 
rived for that purpoſe. =As to any petition to the Crown, we be- 
lieve it hopeleſs in its conſequences.—With reſpe& to the laſt of 
your propoſals, we are at a loſs to adviſe. If the event is looked 
to in the vote which may be obtained from that body to whom 
this petition is to be addreſſed, which of us can look to it without 
tlie proſpe@ of an abſolute negative? In this point of view there- 
fore it cannot require a moment's conſideration. But if we regard 
the policy of ſuch a petition, it may, in our apprehenſion, be well 
worth conſidering as a warning voice to our preſent legiſlators, 
and as a fignal for imitation to the majority of the people. Should 
ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally purſued, it would hold 
out a certainty to our fellow countrymen, that we are not a hand- 
ful of individuals unworthy of attention or conſideration, who 
deſire the reſtoration of the ancient liberties of England ; but, on 
the contrary, it might bring into light that hoſt of well-meaning 
men, who, in the different towns and counties of this realm, are 
filently but ſeriouſly axious for reformation in the government. 

We exhort you, with anxiety, to purſue your laudable endea- 
vours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the public 
cauſe, . | | 
| We are, &e. ; 
Signed by order, in the name of the 

Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
—— Secretary. 


Cepy of a printed Letter from the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield 
to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 
Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, Sheffield, 
| April 24, 1793. 
Sit, | 


I am defired by the committee of this ſociety to tranſmit you 
the annexed Reſolutions, and to aſk the opinion of your ſociety 
whether it may not be expedient for all the ſocieties in Great 
Britain to adopt ſimilar reſolutions, and to fix on a ſtated time to 
follow them up with petitions or remonſtrances, or both, againſt 
the preſent impolitic and ruinous war.—We think a meaſure of 
this kind, coming from ſo many quarters of the kingdom at the 
ſame time, would not fail of having great weight; and the pre- 
ſent lamentable ſtate of the country demands that ſomething ef- 
fectual ſhould be adopted towards its relief. | 
| Requeſting as ſpeedy an anſwer as poſſible, I remain, with the 
greatelt reſpect, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
| 5 —, Secretary. 


PLACE. 
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At a general meeting of the Conſtituional Society of Sheffield, 


held on Friday the 12th of April 1793. 


in the chair. 


Reſolved, That peace is the bleſſing, and war the curſe and 
ſcourge of nations; and that the preſent wat is deſtructive of the 


—— — 


happineſs, commerce, and liberties of this country; that our 


manufacturers and merchants already deplore its wretched effects; 
and that nothing ſhort of an immediate peace can ſave this coun- 
try from ruin. & pv | 

Reſolved, That as the motives alledged by the executive MA. 


_ - GISTRATE for conducting war againſt the Republic of France 


no longer exiſt, we deem it improper that a defenſive war ſhould 
be converted into an offenſive war, and muſt eventually exhauſt 
the revenues, and ſpill the blood of our countrymen. | 
Reſolved, That no provocatives or manifeſtoes of the French 
warrant us, during this unexampled criſts of public and domeſtic 
dangers, in the proſecution of an offenſive war, which is now 
becoming we dread the war of kings, and not of their ſubjects. 
Reſolved, that notwithſtanding any previous inſults we may 
have offered to the Republic of France, it does not behove the 


character of a generous government to purſue with vengeance 


thoſe they hate and have 1njured. 

Reſolved, That as our ally is by public anthority declared to 
be no longer in danger, as her towns are repatred and garrifoned; 
and as the re- conqueſt of the Belgic provinces form a potent bar- 
rier to any preſent projects of invaſion on the part of the French, 
it is our opinion that the Britiſh troops ought to be rec: led. 

Reſolved, That as an alliance with the kingdom of France was 
conſidered by William Pitt as of the greateſt importance to the 
commerce and happineſs of this country, it is the opinion of this 
ſociety that it ought to be renewed with the Republic of France, 
more eſpecially to prevent the ambitious views of thoſe confede- 
rate deſpors who, at Pilnitz and Pavia, agree to ſhare the remnant 
of Poland, the ſpoil of France, and of European Turkey. 

| , Chairman, 
„Secretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 
| Seikel to the Secretary of the Correſponding Socieiy in London. 


Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 


Sir, May 3d, 1793. : 

I am defired by the committee to acknowledge the receipt of 
your laſt favour, and to thank you for the ſame. You will ſee dy 
this, copies of the petitions which we ſent you, that we have 
taken the ſtep you ſo warmly recommend, and which indeed you 
might well Bee, after our circular letter on the ſubject, we 
ought not to omit doing. We did it as the act not of the ſociety 
alone, but of the whole town and neighbourhood. There were 
nearly ten thouſand ſignatures to it. 5 

We have ſent you herewith ſeveral copies of the Reſolutions ue 


have have entered into againſt the war, which we beg F je "whe 
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diſtribute in ſuch manner as you ſhall think beſt for the purpoſe 
intended, and let us know, as ſoon as poſſible, how you approve 
them. | 4 | 
The direction you ſent before is as good a one as you can have, 
to Mr, 5 at „ Sheffield. By order, and in the name of 
the committee, JI am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſ-rvant, 


ae 


Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society, 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Socicty to the 
Secretary of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 
1 | London, May 17th, 1793. 

The London Correſponding Society eagerly ſeize the oppor- 
tunity of Mr, -——- going back to Edinburgh, to vequeſt of 
your ſociety a renewal of correſpondence, and a more intimate 
co-operation in that which both ſocieties alike ſeek, viz. a reform 
in the parliamentary repreſentation. We are very ſenſible that 

no ſoctety can by itielf bring about that deſirable end; let us 

therefore unite as much as poſſible, act only. with each other, but 
with every other ſociety throughout the nation. Our petitions, you 
will have learned, have been all of them unſucceſsful ; our atten- 
tion muſt now therefore be turned to ſome more effe:tual means.— 

From your ſeciety we would willingly learn them, and you, on your part, 
may depend upon our adepting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they 
are conſtitutional ; and we hope the country will not be behind 
hand with us. 

This war has already opened the eyes of many, and ſhould it 
continue much longer, there is no anſwering for its effects on the 
mind of the people. 

+ Our ſociety has met with much perſecution, nevertheleſs we go 
on increaſing in number and political knowledge. Wiſhing you 
and our cauſe all facceſs, we remain moit cordially, Sir, | 
"= oy For the London Correſponding Society, 

Your Friends and Fellow Labourers, 

| » Chairman, 

=, Secretary, 


To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 


Copy of a Letler from the Secretary of the Friends of the 
People at Edinburgh to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society. | | 
Mr. did me the pleaſure to call on Thurſday after- 

noon, and delivered your letter of the 17th current. I am much 


| pleaſed with the contents of it, and ſha'l lay it bEfore the firſt 


meeting of our ſocieties here, which however does not take plics 
till Monday ſevennight. I would have acknowledged the receipt 
of your favour by yeſterday's poſt, but was too much employed in 
removing our houſehold to another lodging to attend to any 
thing elſe. cM | 

It either you in England or we in Scotland ſhould attempt /- 
Farately the reform which we, 1 truſt ſeek to obtam, we fhould 

Vol. IV. 2 by 
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| ; under t 
by ſo doing only expoſe our weakneſs, and manifeſt our ignorance without 
of the corruption which oppoſes our important undertaking. If acle of 
we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of intereſted men from How 
the management of national affairs, that place might be given to to the v 
another ſet without affeting the vitals aduerſe to the ſyſtem of reform and bro! 
Thele might be eaſily accompliſhed ; but to cut up deep and ſubjecte 
wide-rooted prejudices, to give effectual energy to the dictates of prey to 
truth in favour of public virtue and national proſperity, in oppo. unite th 
ſition to ſelf and all its intereſted habits, and to withſtand and defence 
overawe the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the work of would þ 
the whole and not of a part, a work to which mankind, till this ſeparate 
p _ arvfil period, were never adequate, b-cauſe never till now diſpoſed not hav 
to fraternize, not merely, or only, I truſt, from the ſenſe of the cin. the ſelf 
mon danger to which we are expoſed, buf From the ennobliug principle to then 
of univer/al benevolence.” | N iron ſce 
I know no greater ſervice that I can do my country than to Wer 
promote the union you fo wiſely deſire; and J am happy to aſſure not be 
you that I have hitherto diſcovered no ſentimey? in our aſſociation dented 
adverſe to the moſt intimate and hrotherly union With the aſſocia- of the 
| tions in England. | | from pt 
| I think the minds of all muſt, in the nature of things, be a0 to the t 
turned to more effetual means of reform, Not one perſon was con- with d 
vinced of the neceſſity of it by the moſt convincing arguments of 2 
reaſon, together with the moſt unequivocal expreſſions of univer- tle pe 
ſal deſire. What then is to be hoped for from repetition ; I am - low; 1 
only afraid that the bow in England againſt reform was fo con- the Peso, 
tracted that ia returning it may break. You would willingly Clate, < 
learn, you ſay, from us. I own that we ought to be forward in ſtate of 
this. We have, at once, in great wiſdom perfected our plan of or- Ceſſart]! 
ganization ; and if we were in the ſam? independent ſtate of mind as roice e 
the perjle of England, we would be able te take the lead. The ſuch a 
aſſociations with you are no more I fear excuſe my freedom than #00 late 
an ariſtocracy for the good of the people. They are indeed mo- waiting 
derate, firm, and virtuous, and better cannot be; but we are the too late 
people themſelves, and we are the *firft to ſhew that the people the act 
can both judge and reſolve, if undirected by faction, with both differen 
wiſdom and moderation. becauſe, 
I have not a higher with in the preſent exertions for reform, tlon, 
than 7o ſee the people univerſally and regularly afficiated, becauſe I n one 
am perſuaded that the preſent diſaſtrous engagements will iſſue in we kne 
ruin, and the people then ft provide for tbemſelwes; and it would becauſe 
2 unhappy, when ave Hu be ready to act with unanimity, to be deſires 
occusied about orgauization, without which however anarchy mut union 
enjie, We will not need but to be prepared for the event, to abo ke 
„ ſtand and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord.” Let us therefore in one 
take the hint given us by our oppolers; let us begin in earne/t to Int 
make us our minds relative to the extent of reform Tohich ve ought to My inc 
fer; be ere à eil is juſtify it, and to controvert objedtions ; let us "pear 
model the whole in the public mind; let us provide every ftake 9 


and ſtay of the tabernacle which are would erect, fo that when the 


tabernacles of ofprefſion in the palaces of ambition are broken ws 
| | under 
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under the madneſs and folly of their ſupporters, we may then, 
without anarchy and all dangerous delay, ere# at once our taber- 
macle of righteouſneſs. And may the Lord himſelf be in it. 

How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind. to look back 
to the wretched ſtate, in which the Roman monarchy, enfeebled 
and broken by its own corruption, left we nations which it had 
ſubjected, like Sheep without a ſhepherd” they ſoon became a 
prey to every invader, becauſe there was none to gather and 
unite them. Had they, foreſeeing the evil, aſſociated for mutual 
defence, no robber would have been able to enſlave them; they 
would have given laws to all parties as well as to themſelves ; all 
ſeparate colonies and nations would have ſought their alliance; but 
not having virtue to aſſociate and heal the diviſions, and root out 
the ſelfiſh ſpirit, which ambition foſtering governments procure 
to their ſubjects, they fell under oppreſſions, from under whoſe 
iron ſceptre they have never yet been able to deliver themſelves. 
We may ſuppoſe an event which we deprecate; nay, ſhould we 
not be prepared for every poſlible iſſue of the preſent unprece- 
dented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be appretentive 
of the abilities of our own managers, who are ſo afraid to depart 
from precedent, that, like men of detail, they may be inadequate 
to the taſk of preſerving the veſſel from ſhipwreck, now grappling 
with danger, not only great, but new and uncommon. If the 

reſent miniſtry fail, who after them ſhall be truſted ; it requires 
file penetration to ſee the anarchy and diſcord which will fol- 
low; it will be ſuch that nothing Hort 7 a general union among 
the people themſelves will be able to heal; haſte, therefore, to aſio- 
Clate, at leaſt to he ready to aſſociate. If then, ſuch a broken 
fate of things ſhould take place, the civil brails that would ne: 
ceſſarily enſue wouid ſoon ſubſide before the united irreſiflible 
voice of the whole. Do not, I intreat you, heſitate, thinking 
ſuch a awork premature as yet; but a month, and then it may be 
too late, A malignant party may be already formed, and only 
waiting for the halting of the preſent managers; it will then be 
too late to ſeek to ſubject to deliberation, after a party has dared 
the act of rebellion. J. you ge no farther than ſeparate meetings in 
different towns, we will not be alle to confede in your confraterrity, 
becauſe, while in ſuch @ flate, you may be but the tools of a fac- 
tion, We could have all confidence, and unite with all affection, 
in one afſembiy of commiſſiener:, from all countries of the world, if 
we knew they were choſen by the unbiaſſed voice of the people, 
becauſe they would come up with the ſame diſintereſted views and 
deſires as ourſelves, having all agreed to a common centre of 
union and intereſt; but we could not confde in fellow citizens 
who kept aloof from ſuch union, and would not previouſly affiliate 
in one great and indiviſible family. | | 

In troubling you with ſo long an epiſile I have at leaſt ſuuewn 
my inclination to correſpond. I have alſo hinted at things which 
appear to me the preſent ſubjects of conſideration, becauſe 1 am 
defirous of your opinion on them. I have poſlibly wrote with 
{00 much freedom, but you will place it to account of zeal in tue 
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cauſe, and on this ſcore diſcharge my deſign, which is diſinted | 


reſted and philanthropic, 
With ſincere eſteem and affection, 
| I am, Sir, 
Your wellw:ſher, 


BP W. SKIRVING, See. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society 


at Leeds tothe Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciciy. | | | 
Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, 


Sir, Leeds, May 3oth, 1793. 
By requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received di- 
rections from them for the purpoſe of correſponding with all the 
ſocicties in England and Scotland, a 

We the members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, in order 
to obtain the deſired end of Parliamentary Reform, defire frater. 
nal communication with the Correſponding Society in- London. 

We ſhall be glad of any information or inſtruction in your 
power on all occaſions, and hope you will find the Leeds ſociety 
always faithful to the intereſts of the people; and though they 
are but few, not exceeding two hundred, they are men, and are de- 
termined to exert their utmoſt in order to inſtruct their neighbours 
in their common intereſt. BD. ME | 

With this we ſend you a copy of our addreſs and declaration, 
and ſhall ever acknowledge all favours from youũꝑſr. 

Wiſhing the cauſe of freedom, in which we have embarked, 
every degree of ſugceſs, 5 | n 

| ] remain, in tht name and by 
Order of the Society, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conflitutional Seciety 
at Leeds to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. R 35 ons 


Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society. 
5 Leeds, May 28th, 1793. 
Sir, | EO | | . 
By the requeſt of the Sheffield Society, that the Leeds Conſti- 
tutional Society would correſpond with all the ſocieties in Great 
Pritain aud Scotland, and receive directions for them for that 
purpoſe, 


* 


We, the members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, beg 


leave to addreſs theſe few lines to you, hoping that your paternal 
afeftion for your fellow mortals, of whatever deſcription, may 
induce you to admit to fraternization a few poor mechanics, 
friends of liberty, but enemies to anarchy. Ariſtocratic tyranny 
and democratic ignorance ſeem to pervade and overawe the town 
of Leeds to that amazing degree, that in the general we are be- 
held more like monſters than the friends of the people, and [ 
believe that theſe ſix months paſt the ignorant part of the people 
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Ithrough the inſinuations of the ariſtocracy and the prieſts) have 
expected us to fall on them and deſtroy them; but fince the 11th 
of April laſt, the time we had the opportunity of publiſhing our 
addreſs and declaration, and our ſteady and uniform conduct, the 
people begin to hold us with new eyes, and we begin to increaſe 
in our numbers, and we hope, ere long, the perſons they took 
for their greateſt enemies will be looked on as their beſt friends, 
We have herewith ſent you a copy of our addreſs and declaia- 
tion, and ſhall be glad if you think it worth your notice to cor- 
reſpond with a company of poar mechanics. V 
fully acknowledge all favours, 
Our numbers amount to near two thouſand, and we conſtantly 
keep increaſing, and, in general, are very regular in their con- 
duct; but though through predominancy of the ariſtocracy they 
have been overawed, that they ſcarce durſt tel! their neighbours 
| they were their friends; but I hope the clouds are diſperſing, 
— the glorious ſun of liberty is approaching to its meridian. 
5 I remain, in the name, and by 
Order of the Society, 
Sir, yours, &c. 


en. 


Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society, Leeds. 


Oro of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, ts 
the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at Birmingham. 

&. | | zoth June 1793. 

It is with ſingular ſatisfaction the Committee of the London 
Correſponding Society received your letter; they are very glad 
to ſee the ſpirit of freedom ſpringing up in Birmingham, and the 
make no doubt but that the zeal of your ſociety, and the encreaſe 
of your numbers, will ſoon' do away the ſtigma thrown on your 
town by the unjuſtifable behaviour of a church and king mob. 
We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the neceſſity of 
a general union; and we believe as you do, that when once the 
country ſhall have fo united, the Neros of the day will be forced to 
 Jield to the juſt demand of a long and fore oppreſſed people. 

With pleaſure we accept your proffered correſpondence, and 
earneſtly beg of you to let us hear from og ſociety by every op- 
portinity. We wiſh likewiſe you would point out to us /ome /afe 
mode of conveyance for ſuch informations and publications as we 
may think neceſſary to be tranſmitted to you. The poſt we no 
ways relay on, as many of our letters have already been intercepted. 
If any of the members of your ſociety ſhould have occaſion to, 
viſit this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come without 
a letter from you, and that while they ſtay here they will frequent- 
ly Ad at the meetings of our ſeveral diviions, and by thus afſociat- 
ing commence an union which we hope ſoon to ſee ſpread it/elf all 
over Britain. | 5 f 

We will not enter into a detail of our grievances; we are 
equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly con- 
vinced that nothing ſhort of annual parliaments and WN ſaf- 
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rage Can reſtore to us that degree of civil liberty we are juſtly 
entitled to, &c. &c. ; | 
To Secretary to the Birmingham 

Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Copy of a Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich to the 
Secretary 1 the London Correſponding Society. 
Received 25 June, 1793. Anſwered 25 July 1793. 
The Political Societies of Norwich. 


Sir, | | 

I lately received your letter from Mr. ——, dated April 22d, 
which, through multiplicity of buſineſs, we have omitted to an- 
ſwer—hope you wil: excuſe the delay. e alſi reccived your 
Friendly letter, pricr to that, wherein you ftate three propoſitions ; fiſt, 
a petition to his Majcſiy, or to Parliament, or a National Convention, 
and ordered one of cur commillee to anſecer it 5 —jhould be glad if 
you will inform me whether it Toas attended to gave ny ofinich 
on the ſubjeF to the Con/ itutlicnal Seciety of London, and found their 
ideas congenial to my own, vis. an Addreſs to the Kiny—futile; a 
Petition to Parliament (as a conquered pecpls )—tolerable 5 a Neticnal 
Convention (if circumſtances admitted bet of all, To what alarm- 
ing criſis are we arrived—the Junto is formed and eſtabliſhed, — 


' 


the people become a prey, and (to adopt the phraſe of an Hiher- 


nian apoſtate) are treated as the Swiniſh Multitude, except the 

rivilege of fattening. Wars muſt commence at the caprice of 
individuals; people torn from their houſes to he hytchered ; wind- 
mills muſt be attacked at the riſk of being carried over and daſhed 
to atoms ; the nation drained of its ſuſtenance to ſupport a league, 
&c. &c. &c. Many epithets may with great propriety be applied, 
excepting ſuch as Fox, Sheridan, Grey, Erſkine, Lanſdowne, 
Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, Prieftly, Tooke, Wharton, Mac- 
leod, Barlow, Mackintoſh, Cooper, beſides many who have ſuffer- 
ed under the iron hand of &c. and when the people have com- 
omen: and humbly requeſted a removal of abuſes, they have 

een treated with inſult, Alas! where is the majeſty of the peo- 
ple ? An indifferent obſerver would ſuppoſe it to centre in ſtars 
and garters, ribbons and coſtly apparel, palaces, coaches and 
horſes, with all the trumpery of puerile amuſement ;—and were 
it not for their accurſed conſequences, we could bear with it-;— 
but when we conſider how many ſweat and toil and ſtarve to ſup- 
* it, how can we be perſuaded but that there is a contrivance 
etween the land owners and the merchant to hold the people in 


vaſſalage; for they eat up the people as they eat up bread ;—the 


influence of the ariſtocracy and hierarehy is become very alarming, 
for they have abſorbed and ſwallowed yp the people ; but a ru- 
mour 1s ſpread from the ſouth, and it is terrible to tyrants,—it 
ſtings their mind,—it 


terror to themſelves leſt the people ſhould aſſert their rights, 
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Copy of a Letter from the Herefordſhire Society to the Secretary 
| of the London Correſponding Society. 

Sir, | | | Hereford, July 5th, 1793s 
Owing to ſome miſtake in the poſt, your letter did not arrive 
till after the meeting of the Hertioruſhire Society in April laſt 
had taken place, I therefore had not an opportunity of laying it 
before the ſociety till their general meeting of Monday laſt, I 
am directed by the ſociety to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour, and to aſſure you, that they ſhall be happy to co- operate 
with the London Correſpoading Society for the attainment of the 
common object of parliamentary reform, ſo far as the views of the 
two ſocieties are compatible ; with regard to tre rights of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage and anaual parliaments, we do not pledge ourſelves 
to demand them. Without however entering into reaſoning on the 
ſubject, which would admit of much more diſcuſſion than the limits 
of a letter would allow, they are convinced that the common object 
of the two ſocieties is the ſame, and that the mode in which they 
both with to obtain that object is the ſame alſo, by conlitutional 
means; they will therefore be happy in receiving any communi- 
cation from the London Correſponding Society. Perſeverance and 
union are the means by which parliamentary reform muſt be ob- 
tained. They ſhall not, they truſt, be found deficient in the one, 

and are at all times diſpoſed to cultivate the other, | 

I have the honour to be, 

Your obedient humble ſervant, 

Secretary. 


All Letters to the ſociety are to be addreſſed to 4 
Hereford. | | 


Copy of a Letter from Tewkſbury to the Secretary of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society. | 


Fellow Citizen, | | July 6th, 1793. 
Am commiſſioned by the ſociety, as being ſecretary, to thank 
you for your favour of the letter and pamplets—they are happy 
to find the exiſtence of ſuch aſſociations as yours for the attain- 
ment of ſo laudable a purpoſe as that-of a parliamentary reform, 
and hope to ſee them more general throughout the kingdom— 
they think it high time for the people of this country to look into 
things, and keep a ſtricter watch over their rights and liberties 
than they have hitherto, leſt they ſhould be undermined, eſpe- 
cially when abuſes ſo glaring are perpetually ſtaring them in the 
face, which the moſt prejudiced and intereſted will not but allow. 
As you wiſhed to be informed reſpecting our ſociety, ſhall give 
you a conciſe view of it. We call it the Society for Political and 
Moral Information—we have a ſet of articles for the conducting 
of it—Monthly and quarterly meetings for the propoſing of books, 
and ſettling the ſecretary's accounts—we take in a periodical 

work called The Patriot, and a town and country news-paper. 
We have no correſpondence with any ſociety; but would 
gladly, were it not for the prejudice that prevails, which " be 
| ure 
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fare has in ſome meaſure ſubſided, and the ſmallneſs of our num. 
ber; but however we ſhall be glad to receive a line from you 
when any thing occurs, —The burning of Thomas Paine's effigy, 
together with the /d effects of the preſent war, has done more 
ood to the cauſe than the moſt ſubſtantial arguments; 'tis amaz- 
Tos the increaſe of friends to liberty, and the ſpirit of enquiry 
that is gone abroad; ſcarcely ay old woman but is talking politics, 
We have made the beſt uſe of your amphlets. The ſociety de. 
fire their reſpe&s and good wiſhes for your health, including my 
own, and remain, | 1 | 
Your fellow citizen, and 
Co-operator in the glorious 
Cauſe of Liberty, 


Copy of a Leiter from the Seeretary of the Conflitutional Society 
at Leeds to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. 


1 | | 4. 

I am defired by the Committee of this ſociety to tranſmit you 
the annexed reſolutions; and I hope you will receive the ſame as 
a token of their reſpect, copies of which are ſent to the ſeveral 
ſocieties mentioned 1n the reſolutions. | 

We have. received a letter with a petition from Glaſgow to his 
Majeſty, praying that he would take the preſent alarming ſtate of 
the nation into his moſt ſerious conſideration, and uſe the utmoſt 
of his endeavours to reſtore us to the bleſſings of peace, which 
I believe will be followed from Leeds with a Emilar petition, and 
if followed up from all other places, perhaps, might have moſt 
ſalutary effect. | 

29 I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 
In the name and by order of the ſociety, 
Sir, | 
Leeds, | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
July 21ſt, 1793. WV́f 


Leeds Conſtitutional Society. 
At a meeting of Delegates of the ſaid Society, on the 26th day of 
| June inſtant, *' 


It was reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to 
Charles Grey, Eſquire, and the reſt of the illuſtrious minority who 
ſupported his motion on the 6th and 7th of May laſt, for a par- 

liamentary reform. | 

That the decifion of the repreſentative body on the above 

motion ſhould only act with the people as a cementer of 
the bonds of fellowſhip and unanimity; and that this ſociety 
think it their duty, and are determined, in conjunction with 
all the ſocieties in Great Britain, to perſevere until they have 
obtained the object of their aſſociation. That the thanks 
of this ſociety be given to the Society of the Friends of the Peo- 


ple, for their laborious endeavours to procure information 0 ne 
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{ubje&t of Parliamentary Reform, and for the publication of the 
fame, as well as the liberal preſent lately received from them, 
and to the different ſocieties which have 4 9p their deſires for 
ifiliation with this ſociety, particularly thoſe of London, Sheffield, 
firmingham, and Glaſgow. | 

That the Secretary do notify the above reſolutions to Mr. Grey, 
and the ſeveral ſocieties reſpectively; and that theſe reſolutions be 
publiſhed in one of the Leeds and one of the London Papers. 5 

| - ent. 


Secretary. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, to the Secre- 
tary to the Political Societies at Norwich. 


Fellow Citizen, London, 25th July, 1793- 
The London Correſponding Society have received and read 
with pleaſure your letter of the 25th of June, but the anſwer which 
you mention to have been made to our three queſtions has not yet 
come to hand. We ſhall be glad to be informed in ſyour next 
whether it was ever put in the poſt- office. Be 

With regard to the queſtions themſelves, however individuals 
may have made-up their minds on them, the public ſeemed moſt to 
approve the made of petitioning parliament. We accordingly acqui- 
elced, and ſent in a petition, ſigned by near 6,000 perſons. With 
this letter you will receive a copy of it; and with its fate you are 
doubtleſs not unacquainted. 3 | 

While we agree with you that the people are treated like Swine, 
ve are forced to acknowledge that ſome among them, from their 
fath and ignorance, ſcarcely deſerve better uſage ; however, unceaſ- 
ingly labour to meliorate their condition as well as our own, and 
convinced that a thorough parliamentary reform is the only means 
of effectuating it, we firmly purſue our purpoſe, and in the moſt 
conſpicuous manner under the eye of the court, in the middle of 
the metropolis, and in the very neſt of place and penſion hornets, 
the tavern where Reeves, the tool of the junto, holds his inquiſito- 
al tribunal, have lately held a general meeting of the ſociety, 
{ent forth an addreſs to the nation, and entered into ſorae ſpirited 
reſolutions, a few copies of which we deſire you to accept and pro- 
mulgate as far and as wide as you can; at the fame time reſt aſſured 
that the firmneſs diſplayed therein is not confined to words, but 
that on every occaſion our ſociety will be found foremoſt in A ert- 
ng and recovering the Liberties of their country. . 

Exhorting- you, therefore, to throw aſide all unavailing com- 
Plant, we with you to occupy yourſelves in inſtructing the people, 
m introducing and maintaining order and regularity in your own 
lociety, and 3 forming a junction with all others aſſociated for the 
Jant purpoſe throughout the nation, by keeping up a conſtant correſ. 
pondence with them; but, above all, orderly and courageouſiy prepar- 
ng yourſelf for the event ; for as it is natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe 

ot. IV. A 2 | X Coe who 
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who now prey on the public will not willingly yield up their e. Ln i 
joyments, nor re: poſſeſs us of our rights vzthout a ſtrugęle, which, hp BY 
by their behaviour in Ireland, we have ſome reaſon to think they . 115 od 
are meditating, and perhaps may intend to effect by means of thoſe WF” Your q 
very foreign mercenaries who are now paid by the {weat of our Les waht 
brow, and whom, under ſome plauſible pretence, it would be ng 10 ih 
difficult matter to land on our ſhore—lt may be more advantageou wr gb ö 
to humanity to ſhew them at firſt, that their opponents are neither u Penne 
mob nor rabble, but an inaignant oppreſſed people, in whom is wt jt rab ook 
entirely extinct the valour of their forefathers. | ” . : (we 4 | 
Union and increaſe being then our only reſourſes, let us dil: q 1 that io 
gently exert ourſelves therein with zeal and patience, removing ciples of th 


1gnorance and prejudice,. with firmneſs and a conſiſtent behaviour 
encouraging thoſe who join us; and, above all, avoiding little 
dickerings among ourſelyes, ever diſcountenancing ſelſiſh jealouſes 
and private animoſities, and cordially joining with heart and hund 
in the common cauſe. 1885 "Ins 
- Your neighbourhood muſt ſeverely feel the dreadful conſequences 
of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, but you are not 
the only ſufferers; from various parts of the country we learn, that 
the war abroad has alrezly ſpread deſolation at home; yet ſuch is 
the blindneſs of ſome folks, that they talk of its being continued 
for years. Peace we wiſh to all men, but to ſuch friends deftruc- 
tion. Let us hear from you ſoon, and let our future correſpon- 
dence be more regular. We are, with ſincerity, Fellow Citizen, 
for the London Correſponding Society, as 
| | Your friends and fellow labonrers for the 

good of our country, 
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Draft of a Letter from the Londom Correſponding Society, to the Sect] 
| tary of the Conſtitutional Society at Leeds. 
Fellow: Citizen  +/- - 3oth July, 1793. 

The London Correſponding Society have at once to acknov- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the zoth May, and to appologize 
fo, not having anſwered it ſooner; but by accident it was for ſome 
time miſlaid, and the multiplicity of buſineſs upon our hands ben 


caſioned a ſlill further delay. : | ner 
Highly approving of the directions given you by the Sheffield 3 rs CC 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, to correſpond with every ot. Wea 
ſociety in Great Britain, we joyfully accept your overture, and | 
hall not in future fail to improve the acquaintance ; at the fame 7 of 2 Le: 
time, being inhabitants of the metropolis, and forming 4 ſocietiſ Sir, 


which has undergone ſome degree of political warfare, and ther: 
by acquired experience, we will, as occaſion offers, moſt frater 
nally give you every advice and information in our power; but 
you already have the aſſiſtance of the Sheffield Society, there Wi 
remain little for us to do that way. ” 


Your letter « 
reſponding 
ale of freed, 

I the friends 
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purſuing your plan. Reaſon makes ſure though ſlow progreſs, and 

having once gained a footing in the human mind, can never be 
adicated. . Woke oh 3-28 "5 | 

x Your Addreſs and Declaration have likewiſe been miſlaid, and 

45 yet we have been unable to recover them, therefore beg you 


0 Will, with your next, end us another copy. 
us To return to ourſelves, we have made a ſtand againſt the Place 
er and Penſion Clubs; we have been abuſed in the Senate, calumnated 


in public, perſecuted in private, and worried out of public houſes, 
et, (we contiuue meeting numerouſly entire) our demands are 
Huch that no one has dared to deny their conſonance with the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution, and our doctrine makes numerous pro- 
felytes, and greatly increaſes the number of thoſe who may with 
(truth be ſty led the friends of their country in particular, and of 
mankind in general. We. petitioned Parliament, and they were 
orced to admit our petition, although they would not grant what 
it required; in ſhort, we ſtrengthen ſo much, that on the 8th of 
bis month we had a general meeting of the iociety at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, the very place where Reeves and his accom- 
plices meet. He met there at the ſome time in a room under us, 
and, together with his aſlociates, ſwallowed a copious draught of 
mortification in ſeeing our meeting ſo well conducted and fo 
kumerouſly attended; we ſay numerouſly, for having limited the 
number of 
In providing themſelves were unavoidably excluded. 

Incloſed you have copies of our petition to Parliament, of our 
wo firſt Addreſſes, of our correſpondence with Mr. Francis, of 
Mr. Wharton's motion in the Houſe of Commons on the 31ft May, 


vw 


it our — general meeting. You will therein diſcover all 
that we wiſh to obtain, and what abe will fully obtain ere wwe ceaſe 


rd meant to be introduced into Great Britain. We invite you moſt 
ordially to co-operate with us, and even, if our rules and pur- 
luit meet your entire approbation, and u have no particular At- 
xchment to the name you have adopted, it might advantage the 


he common denomination. This howeyer is only an idea thrown 
but for your conſideration. You are at perfect liberty to notice it 
Ir not. We are with ſincerity, your fellow labourers, |. 


rely 

and | | c. &c. 
ame Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society to Hertford, 
ty Ol; | London, 31 July, 1793. 
Cree f 


Your letter of the 5th inſtant we have laid before the London 
orreſponding Society, who, ſincerely anxious to promote the 
aſe of freedom and humanity, by uniting and correſponding 
Nt the friends to reform, directed us to anſwer you with all con- 

Rs | venient 


Aa 2 


Let not the ſmallneſs of your number deter you from arduouſly 


admiſſion tickets to 700, many who had been dilatory 


and of the Addreſs to the Nation, and the Reſolutions we publiſhed ' 


be a fociety, notwithſtanding the attempt now making in Ireland, 


aſe were you to incorporate yourſelves with us, and go under 
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venient ſpeed; but buſineſs multiplying faſt on our hands, both 
from the rapid increaſe of our own ſociety, and from the yaj 


number of country ſocieties weekly ſtarting up, and who require 
at our hands a regular correſpondence, we have been prevented | 


from being ſo exact as we could wiſh; the latter impediment hoy. 
ever is far from inauſpicious, as it may fairly be attributed to the 
diffuofin of political knowledge cauſing men more ſeriouſly to re. 
flect on the ruinous meaſures now purſued, which become more 
unpopular, proportionally as they become more unwiſe. 

We receive with pleaſure your aſſurance of co-operating with 


us for a reform in parliament, an object to which all our endea. 
vours tend, and on which our hearts are invariably fixed; but as 
your declaration, that you will not pledge yourſelves to demand 


««. Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments,” is followed by 
no ſpecific plan of reform of your own, we are under ſome difficulty 


how to conclude—Perhaps, as ſtrangers, you write to us with that] 


prudent reſerve which is ſometimes neceſſary; and that idea re- 


ceives ſtrength from your appearing afterwards convinced that the 
common object of the two ſocieties is the ſame, which we readily | 
admit; but as mutual confidence is the baſis of union, and the only 
rational pledge and ſupport for co-operative exertion, we tru] 


Your next will do away every difficulty. 


With reſpect to univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments, 4 
mature conviction of their juſtice and neceſſity for the preſervation 


of liberty and proſperity to the great body of'the people, and for 


ſecuring the independence of parliament, was our primary in. 
ducement to aſſociate. We therefore candidly aſſure you, that 
theſe our principles, as already announced to the public, remain 
immutable. Unconnected with any party whatever, we can con- 
ſider no reform radical but ſuch as will enable every individua) of 
the community to enjoy the advantages thereof equally with our-J 
ſelves; fowif ignorance of the nature of government, or the me- 
rits of the candidates, be an argument againſt univerſal ſuffrage, a} 
our opponents pretend, the ſame reaſons would equally incapact- 
tate a great majoriry of thoſe Who now enjoy that privilege, to 
the excluſion of very many thouſands much better informed than | 
themſelves—not to mention, that under a more equalized mode of 
government, the people would be at once induced and impowered | 
to improve themſelves in uſeful knowledge.—In a word, we know, | 
no principle, conſiſtent with juſtice or reaſon, by which we could 
exclude conſcientiouſly any part of the community from an equi 
lity of rights and privileges, which every member of ſociety, 43 , 


hat 
good members may be re-eleQted, whilſt twelve months we think. 
fully ſufficient for the welfare of millions to remain at the mercy ol 
a bad repreſentative.—Having thus unequivocally ſtated our princ 
ples, we ſhall conclude by pbſerving, that the bill juſt paſt in Ireland 


is of a nature to awaken the jealouſy of every friend to freedom and 
| 5 | humamwty 1 


he contributes to its ſupport, ought equally to enjuy. 
With reſpect to annual parliaments, we will juſt remark, t 
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| COMMONS SECRET. cor. ug 
humanity, will render every exertion juſtifiable, ſhould a ſimilar 
attack upon conſtitutional freedom be attempted here. We ſhall 
be happy to unite in the cloſeſt bonds of union with the Hertford 


| Society, and hope, as they have no party views, that in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time they will think entirely as we do on the ſubject 
| of a parliamentary reform. | | 


N 8 We are, &c. &c. 

On the 8th July, we had a general meeting of the ſociety at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand. Reeves and his affoci- 
ates were at the ſame time in the room beneath us. We ſend you 
2 few copies of the Addreſs that was then publiſhed. 


| Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, to the Tewheſe” 


bury Society. | | 
Fellow Citizens, London, zd Auguſt, 1793. 
Your Letter of the 6th July has been laid before the committee 
of delegates of the London Correſponding Society, and it is with 


great pleaſure they ſee an Infant Society ſtarting up in your part 


of the Country, Go on and proſper; no aſſiſtance ſhall be want- 
ing on our part as to information, inſtruction, or any other thing 


in which we can be uſeful to you we herewith ſend you copies of 
' moſt of our publications ſince we have been a Society may they 


be of ſervice! 
We recommend to you to peruſe attentively ourfirſt Addreſs, and 


| the rules which are annexed to it; it will likewiſe be adviſeable for 


you to abide entirely by a thorough parliamentary reform, as is there- 


| mexprefſed, and to pay great attention to the inſtruction of your 


neighbours in their political rights, for which purpoſe weekly 
meetings, if they could conveniently take place, would prove more 
:dvantageous than your meeting only once a month; and if you 
thought it might facilitate your progreſs, the London Correſpond- 
wg Society empower us to inform you, that they will willingly in- 
corporate your Society with ours, under the title of the Correſpond- 
ing Society in Tewkeſbury ; and if ſo, our rules will become yours, 
our intelligence will be the ſame, and our correſpondence weekly 
and regularly carried on—but then our mode of proceeding muſt 
be entirely alike, and no reſerve muſt take place between us. We 
imagine ſome other Societies in other parts of the country will fall 
into the ſame plan, and it need not be pointed out to you how much 
more forcible ſuch a junction would render every thing that comes 
from us; but before you do it you muſt acquaint us with your de- 
gn, in order that we may give you every Inſtruction neceſſary, 
Farewell Fellow Citizens, an firmly rely on the aſſiſtance and ſin- 
ap friendſhip of the London Correſponding Society in ſo good a 
cauſe, | 
| Yours ſincerely. 


7 AL 
— . * . 2 
by — a 2 
* 8 9 * es 2 8 
7 — 2 — 1 . 
> 45 8 — vie at — — ” " AY” = 2 * 
3 S FIC. n % . ny 8 my * a . 
—— : - Sa ep CREATE 32 Ds r het 2 A: — re 2 * FA 2 _—_ 
2 — Gp E A * 5 Fc +8 12 . — 2 —— — ee - JEL £ ins. PI * 1 
Fad D ET oe a. > —— = * 2 Os * 82 * — hwy 4 
= K „„ SLRS Lan IE OO nn: TIRES U . 5 © — 5 ud 2 — — * * 26 . n - : 
Nee 20 „ oh - * — * re . 3 — 2 erer * bn * ——— ——_ — 2 — Lov r 
= 2 N ” 2 — 3 8 5 » * 1 4 - © L 5 1 7 > "9 . 
- . 4 - * neren * 2 ar iS 4 - x7 We. — A 3 nn x” 2 LAS 4 SIS 4 — A 8 =" 
*r > - W þ N RAR PLS Ei 5 p V * * I u e 3 do —— a: 
mea . Bo, Rs — F \ INIEEY 8. r — at 8, * 
— —— M — 1 4 G em 9 rr 2 oe IC I POR - ben K — . Wa 
— 2 . 42 16, « 4a 1 7 - RSS GELS 3 n ==in 2 — TIP * 8 ho” 2 5 — 7 -——— 
= Are — - SE . * 4 e . 2 5 K r "6 
= : 4 X 6 — — . C'S < 
l a FD Sei pn a. . * - 2 1 2 1 
2 — 5 7 7 — 5 
. WV bo A 2 — Deb af . * by 


———— 

EA ee On 
- OE rag 
* —— ee 


— 


— OE — RO 
> Fo. I 4 WV aw 
2 . 3 * phy to Tree 
4 Ly 4 * 
PR 301 . 


* 
* N 


it APPENDIX TO THE SECOND REPORT OF 


Dr aft of a Letter from the London Correſpondiug 8 ociety, apparently in. 


" tended to be ſent to different Societzes. 


Sir, 


London, 15th Auguſt, 1793. 


The London Correſponding Society, after ſo long an interrup- 


tion in their correſpondence with you, anxiouſly with to renew and 
to render it more intereſting, firmly perſuaded that the connection 
between the different Societies in Great Britain cannot be too coſe. 
ly cemented to that end they beg you will point out a ſafer mode 
of conveyance for our Letters than the Poſt, and wiſh you, in anl- 


wer to this, to give us the fulleſt account of your progreſs, and, 


al the ſtate of Affairs in your department. Continuing in a {low 
but ſteady pace the career which we have begun, we are nearly 
certain that although the number of our members do not increaſe 


ſo rappidly as from the population of the Metropolis we might 
have expected, yet our principles make their way among the public 
and many thouſands, who. from connection, intereſt, &c. may be | 
afraid or cautious of joining us overtly, notwithſtanding are our 
ſtaunch friends in private. Vou very likely do not labour under 
the ſame difficulties that we do, who are ſituated in the very centre 


of corruption; and we have no doubt but the increaſe of your $0- 


ciety keeps pace with the increaſe of thoſe national calamitics | 


which ever muſt reſult from an. unjuſt war. 


Viewing with indignation the oppreſſion ſo generally exerciſed | 
all over the nation, againſt every individual ſuſpected of favouring | 
the cauſe of the People, and lamenting the groſs ignorance uuder } 
which the People in general labour, with regard to their rights | 
and duties when called upon to ſerve on Juries, we have determi- | 
ned to re-publiſh, with the addition of a few Notes and an appen- 


dix, a moſt excellent pamphlet, which made its firſt appearance 
about one hundred Years ago, and was written by that eminent. 


Lawyer and honeſt man, Sir John Hawles, Solicitor General to | 
King William; we therefore with to know whether your Society 
would be inclined to circulate a number of them in your neigh- } 

bourhood, and, if ſo, you will not delay to give us your orders for 
as many as you would have ſent you; aud as we ſeek merely to 
defray the expences of the printing, the Committee have fed 


the price ſo low as 'Twenty-five Shillings per hundred. 


. 0 . \ . ! 43 
Entreating you to give us an early anſwer, we remain, for tie 


London Correſponding Society, 


Lift of Societies annexed, v1z. 
Derby, | 
Stockport, 

Mancheſter Ref. 
Mancheſter Conſt, 
Sheffield Conſt. 
Nottingham. 


C⁰⁰ | 
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Copy of a Letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the London Correſpond- 
rt yes 41 , | 
Citizen — Coventry, 2oth Auguſt, 179 

[ received; your favour, together with the printed reſolutions. o 
your reſpectable Society, on the IIth. I did not arrive here only 
on the loth at night, not being able to leave Birmingham before 
that da Gai | 71 1b a2; 

Pleaſe to inform your Society that I believe I may be able to 
eſtabliſh a ſociety in this deſpotic 'Town—We have drawn up our 
addreſs, declaration, reſolutions, and are ordered to be printed 
which I hope will be done this week. | 5 

We have adopted your laſt reſolutions, Which you favoured me 
by the poſt. . | | 
I I will bring theſe printed with me to London, as I hope to viſit 
your Society as. ſoon as I can leave this Society in ſafety.— They 
| want ſtrengthening, and will, have a public meeting next Tueſday 
and we expect much oppoſition from the Corporation; and as I 
am choſe preſident, I will wait to receive the hire of this miniſte- 
ral Badge of corruption. 3 

| fall be glad if your Society could ſend an encouraging Let- 
ter to this infant Society by that time. V 

| 1 remain, with the greateſt regard and eſteem your 

Society's friend and brother, labouring in the 
field of reform, unſolicited by any party whatever. 

I am, dear citizen, in the greateſt fincerity and 
truth, your fellow Citizen, and friend s the 
eee, = 9 


P. §. You will, no doubt exhort them to fear no power of cor- 


ruption, let theſe Powers be ever ſo great; but to purſue the re- 
torm with a manly and, ſteady perſeverance, unitedly with every 


imilar inſtitution in Great Britain, and let us not ſuffer our Socie- 


y to periſh, but rather let us all die together for the good of our 
brother man; fear no perſecution whatever on the fide of corrup- 
tion, or that Miniſterial vengeance can bring againſt thoſe who 
ae uſing their utmoſt exertions in the common cauſe of freedom, 
or. are promoting love and good will to the Human race. 

3.1 ſhall be obliged to you. if you will be ſo obliging to 
provid a room in ſome private family for myſelf and wife, at a 
moderate Expence.— I with. tg. be in London in fourteen days. 


Rade Devin 1 ir vor 5118186 N 
Draft of a Letter from the Secretary of the Lond C orreſponding Socie- 
7 ty to Mr. Strwing. . „ 
F e e 5th Ocdober, 1793, 
With pleaſure F peruſe, your, favour of the 21 Inifant ; but as 
yet have ſeen nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr. Muir's 
mal which, you mention as being {ent to the Sogiety, and to my- 
fell. Be kind enough, notwithſtanding to return that gentleman 
thanks for his police attention; and aſfure him, that we yiew him 
"we hight of a Martyr to, freedow, as well as. Mr, Palmer; and 
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was going on, therefore I yeſterday called a meeting at Hewit's, 
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that our warmeſt Hopes are, that the oppreſſors of mankind will mitted; an 
either be aſhamed or afraid of carrying their revengeful malice have many 1 
into execution. | WS (ations of o. 
The general convention which you mention appears to Mr. than ever. 
Margarot (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) and a parcel o 
myſelf, to be a very excellent meaſure, and as ſuch I could likewiſe the 
wth you, without delay, to communicate it officially to our Socie. a 
ty, without any ways mentioning that you had written to me private, their thanks 
If in your official letter you ſhould require us to ſend a deputation incloſed 1n 
to that meeting, I have no doubt but our Society would with plea. 50 more "Ec 
ſure accept the Invitation, and I am perſuaded it may do much dat he may 
good. Our freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, depends entirely apr Correſpondi 


oxpfewrr, and upon our availing ourſel ves of this opportunity, which once Mr, 
loft may not be ſo ſoon recovered. —T am glad to diſcover by your which we ſh 
teſtimony that I was by no ways miſtaken in the high opinion | lin to fand 


always had of Lord Daer's Patriotiſm. A title may be a bar to | pondence. 


diſintereſted patriotiſm; but, it ſeems, he has evinced it to be an I ſhall lil 


inſuperable one. 3 in 26: the coach, t. 
You are right—it is true that we have had another general Shall be 
meeting, at Which a haſtily compoſed and ſuddenly produced ad- ich a few 1 
dreſs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be preſented WM dieß to the 
but on a cool reviſal, the ſaid addreſs being found to be more ill- begin with 
natured than ſpirited, more dangerous in its Language than ad- 
vantageous in its object, beſides being too long, the committee, 
with the approbation of the majority of the Society, have adopted 
another, much ſafer, more appoſite, and relating ſolely to the war. 
Encloſed you have a copy of it. But you was WiGaformed when % of a L. 
you was told we paſted any reſolutions at that meeting, for Sheffield t 
we only came to one, and that rather of a private Nature, namely, formation, 
That the conduct of Sir James Sanderſon, in preventing the Sheffield 
«© meeting of the London Correſponding Society at the Globe Ta. 
« vern, Fleet Street, was of ſuch a nature as to place him beau | vir, 
* gur cenſure.” 5 | | ö Tour lette 
I am, moſt ſincerely, 5] tonal Inforn 
Your Fellow Labourer and Well wither. by Mr. Alht 
67 form you tha 


to the Secret: 
and declined 
| tranſcribe in 
* given this 
* 2 delegari 


P. S. Mr. Margarot deſires to be remembered to you in 
the moſt affectionate manner. Do not in future, on the Axare | 
of your Letter, mention any Thing of the ( London Correſponding Sccitty} | 

r it was a thouſand to one that I received that Letter by poſt. | 


To * 


To Mr. Skirving Edinburgh. 


4 we 

Copy of a Letter from Coventry to à perſon in London. - but ic 

2 Coventry, Gctober 23d, 1793. 5 longing t. 
Citizen, ; 5 . ortant a 
The reaſon why I did not anſwer your letter of laſt week w they cann 


this; I thought you would like to be informed how our Society} 


which was laſt night well attended, and ſeveral new members ad. , This 80 
| | mitted] fare its fu 


Vol IV. 
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nitted; and I am informed by ſome of the members, that we ſhall 

have many more candidates for admiſſion next night. My expec- 
ations of our ſacceſs in our new enterprize becomes more ſanguine 

than ever. I have received from Mr. - , two letters, and 

z parcel of their publications, which I diſtributed laſt night, 

lkewiſe thoſe which we received by you from the London Cor- 

reſpondin Society, for which our Society deſired I would return 

their wee to Citizens and I intend to ſend - 
incloſed in a box to-morrow evening, by Balloon Coach, about 

zo more Eopies of our addreſſes to Citizen , in order 

that he may diſpoſe of them among the different diviſions of the 

Correſponding Society; I ſhall likewiſe incloſe a few addreſſed to 

Mr. , Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society, London, 

which we ſhall be obliged to you to preſent to him, and requeſt 

him to ſanction our efforts in the public cauſe with their corre- 

ſpondence. ; | 

I ſhall likewiſe ſend you your umbrella, carriage paid, by 
the coach, to-morrow evening. 

Shall be obliged to Citizen if he could favour us 
with a few more of their publications, particularly their“ Ad- 
dreſs to the Nation,” and likewiſe a few of the ſongs which 
begin with“ God fave the Rights of Man, &c.” | 

T am, with reſpects to Mrs. „&c. 
Your ſincere Friend and Fellow Citizen, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, | 8 
Sheffield Committee Room of the Cenſtitutional Society, 
November iſt, 1793. 
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| Sir, 
| Four letter, and the reſolution of the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information m London, are this moment delivered to me 

by Mr. Aſhton, in anſwer to which I fit down inftantly to in- 

form you that the Society has already tranſmitted its ſentiments 


me Ar: a 

rn Fs eas. 

7. þ - 
td Sug © 90% 


* to the Secretary of the Convention at Edinburgh, Mr. Skirving, 
an declined ſending a delegation for reaſons which I will 
) WF Canicribe in the words of our letter.—“ That it would have 


given this Society the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction to have had 
* a delegation preſent at their approaching Convention, had 
ve received timely notice of their wiſhes that it ſhould be ſo 
* —but ic unfortunately happens, thac all the gentlemen be- 
* longing to the Society, which it would chuſe for ſo im- 
portant a buſineſs, are ſo previouſly enguged in affairs which 


ey cannot poſſibly poſtpone in fo ſhort an interval, that it 
1 1s not in our power to comply with their requiſition on the 


Ws © preſent occaſion, 

„is Society are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch a mea- 

. fure its full effect, it would be neceſſary that the other So- 
Vor IV, B b | « Cieties 


1650 APPENDIX TO THE SECOND REPORT OF 


« cieties in South Britain ſhould have communication with each 
« other on the ſubject, and be able to aſcertain that deputations 
« would be ſent from at leaſt a majority of the Societies in this 
«« part of the a ng And to evince that we ſhould be happ 
«© to unite our efforts with theirs in one firm and ſettled plan, 
« we aſſure them, that if they think proper to fix another meet. 


meaſures as 
tution as 
laviſh and 
hitherto bec 
bodies of t 
look up to 


te ing in January or February, or any other time which may be « The Soc! 
more agreeable, and give us immediate notice thereof, and Wiſe The Frie: 
that they wiſh to ſee delegates from the ſeveral Societies in. Liberty ol 
«« this part of the kingdom, we will write to all thoſe we are it is time to 
* in correſpondence with, to get ſuch a delegation as may be o bloſſom w 
«« truly reſpectable and important.“ | | to the dang 
The above extract will evince to you, Sir, and the Society appear to ha 
for Conſtitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets ler whic 
with our approbation. There is a worthy member of this S0. [ aſſure ye 
ciety and of the Committee, and I believe alſo of the com. tention than 
mittee of twelve, admitted into your Society, Citizen Alcock, mocrat, and 
now in London, and I doubt not but he has, before this will {der what I 
reach you, given you the whole information herein contained; ſent to poſſeſ 
but ſo ſcrupulouſly exact am I in anſwering every letter on and zeal. for 
ublic buſineſs, that I will not truſt to him, though I know he ind forward, 
is particularly defirous of being introduced to you. | —_— 
I was Choſen Secretary, pro tempore, to anſwer the letter from 
Mr. Skirving, and therefore continue the office thus much farther, 
not to keep you in ſuſpence, as the Committee will not meet 
again before Wedneſday next, and two or three of the mem. 
bers, who have ſeen your letter before I did, ſent to cequeſt [| 
would do ſo. | % %/ 4 Lei 
I cannot cloſe this letter without remarking, that all the So. Leeds to thy 
cieties we are in correſpondence with have been remarkably | at London. 
remiſs in their communications for ſeveral months paſt; to Sir, 
many we have addreſſed more than one or two without re- Your's of 1 
ceiving any anſwers. This Society has been very active, and WM mittee of the 
particularly in publiſhing, by which ſeveral individuals have It is with 
ſuffered conſiderably, as the burthen has fallen chiefly on them. of your hav 


laudable an u 
to adopt the 
this immedia 
their ſitting v 


We have many thouſand members, but a vaſt majority of them 
being working men, the war, which has deprived many 0! 
them of all employment, and almoſt every one of half bis 
earnings, we have been crippled more than any other in the 
kingdom. We have the Fariefattion to know that ve hav} 
done great good, but 1 fear we muſt content ourſelves with 
good intentions and wiſhes in future, as our funds are not only} 
exhauſted, but the Society is conſiderably in debt, and that 
debt muſt fall on a few who have ſtood forward on every oc. 
caſion with their zeal, their active efforts, and their credit. 


Quarry Hi 
5th Nov. 17 


Copy of a Lett 


It appears to me, that if the Societies do not become more Information 
active, and more united in their efforts in the time to come, Conſtitutiona 
what they have done hitherto will be rendered uſeleſs, and ar- dir, 
bitrary power will trample on all that is dear and valuable to Your favor 


freemen. The meaſures lately adopted in the ſiſter Kingdom, red in a com; 


meaſures 
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meaſures as oppolite to, and incompatible with a free conſti- 
ation as fire and water, and ſince followed up by the moſt 


his rim and horrid doctrines in the courts in Scotland, have 
p WT :icherto been viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great 
bodies of the kingdom, which we little folks in the country 


look up to for examples, ſtyling themſelves patriotic, ſuch as 
« The Society for Conſtitutional Information, in London,” 
« The Friends of the People, ditto,” “„The Friends to the 
« Liberty of the Preſs,” that we begin almoſt to think here, 
it is time to nip thoſe buds of freedom which were beginnin 
o bloſſom with ſo much luxuriance, leſt they ſhould be expoſed 
to the danger of being blighted by thoſe torpid froſts which 
appear to have chilled every animating influence in thoſe great 
harriers which we looked to for defence and protection. 

[ aſſure you, my good Sir, nothing is further from my in- 
tention than to give the ſmalleſt oftence—I am a ſtaunch De- 
mocrat, and ſpeak my mind freely ; and I hope you will con- 


ent to poſſeſs too great a ſway, as merely the effect of that warmth 
ind zeal for the great cauſe we are both ſtrenuous to ſupport 
and forward, the cauſe of Freedom and Parliamentary Reform. 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, Sir, | 
| Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Secretary, pro Tempore, to the 
Conſtitutional Society, Shefheld, 


0% of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at 
Leeds to the Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
at London, | | 

) Sir, | 

I Your's of the 2gth I received, and laid it before the Com- 

nie of the Leeds Society on Monday the 4th of this inſtant. 

It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and approve 
of your having elected your delegates to ſerve upon ſuch a 
laudable an undertaking ; but if you meant for the Leeds Society 
to adopt the ſame meaſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer 
this immediately ; as we are not acquainted with the time of 
tteir fitting we fear our delegates would be too late. 

I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 

* Your humble ſervant, 


Quarry Hill, —, 
th Nov. 1793. Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Infurmation at Birmingham to the Secretary of the Society for 
een Information at London. | 

ir, 
Your favour of the 2oth ult. came ſafe to hand, and was 
tad in a committee of the Society on Sunday evening; and on 
: B b 2 fir ſt 


ider what I have hinted at the ſupineneſs which appears at pre- 
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firſt reading it, it obtained the approbation of every member 
preſent, —This Society will, at all times, concur with you in 


any meaſure that may have a tendency to haſten the return of de- 
parted Liberty,—Our ſentiments on that ſubject are mutual with | 


yours, and unchangeable. 

The object of the miſſion of your delegates being of the 
utmoſt importance to the people of this country, and fo inti- 
mately connected with their deareſt intereſts, that one would 


imagine they would not heſitate a moment in ſupport of the | 


meaſure, from a conſciouſneſs that upon the ſucceſs of the exer. 


tions of the friends to reform depends the Regeneration of 


Britain from a ſtate of ſlavery to a ſtate of freedom and happi- 
neſs; and the exaltation of Burke's Swwiniſb Multitude to the 
_ dignified character of freemen. We have only to regret that 
at preſent our ability will not allow us to co-operate with you, 


by ſending a Delegate ourſelves, in conſequence of Mr. Pius 
War of Humanity having almoſt utterly annihilated our trade 
in this town, and driven a great number of our beſt members 


and mechanics acroſs the Atlantic ; and thoſe that remain are but 


little better ſituated than the wretched inhabitants of Flanders. 


However, upon the whole, I believe it will be productive of 


good, as it has tended greatly to abate the pride, aſſuage the | 


malice, and confound many of the devices of the enemies to 
Reform, particularly among the Dons of Church and King, And, 
finally, it has made many proſelytes to the cauſe of liberty. 


Pleaſe to accept our beſt wiſhes to you and your Society; | 
and permit me to remain, in the name and behalf of the Bir. 


mingham Society for Conſtitutional Information, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, . 
- Secretary, | 
To Secretary Nov. 6th, 1793. 


to the Society for, Conſtitutional 
Information, London. 
H. F. Shall be glad to hear from you on all occaſions. 


Copy of a Letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the Society fir | 


Conftitutional Information. 
Sir, | ET, 


In anſwer to your favoyr of the 2gth of October, containing 
a copy of your reſolution of the 28th, relative to the ele tion 
of Delegates, I am deſired by our Society to communicate to 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, London, their ap- 
probation of a meaſure which we conceive peculiarly calculated 


to accelerate the acquiſition of the object propoſed. 
). : | 

Your humble ſeryant, 

| Coventry, 

Nov. 19th, 1793. 


| C | 


—— Secretary | 
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Copy of 4 Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society to Norwich, 
London Correſponding Society, Nov. 23d, 1793- 

Fellow Citizens, 5 ; 
| You have been already informed, by the correſpondence ſub- 
fiſting between the reſpective diviſions of the Patriotic Societies 
in England and Scotland, of the Convention called and now 
fitting in Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of obtaining a ſpeedy and 
radical Reform in the ſyſtem of Parliamentary Repreſentation ; 
and you are alſo in poſſeſſion of the circumſtances of our having 
ſent twa Delegates ( -) to repreſent our 
increaſing Society in that reſpectable aſſembly. Ihe Society 
for Conttitutional Information alſo, elected two Repreſentatives 
) the latter only of whom has gone to 
Scotland for the diſcharge of his important miſſion. 

Citizens, the object of our preſent letter is to inform you of 
the important communications which our miſſion has already 
produced. The ſpirit and reſolution it has diffaſed through 
the reſpective Societies in Scotland—the rapid increaſe of the 
avowed friends of liberty, which has already made its ap- 
pearance, and the proſpects which have been opened before us 
of the moſt complete union, the moſt determined perſeverance, 
the moſt active exertion in every conſtitutional meaſure, that 
can be deviſed for the recovery of our rights, and the complete reno- 


vation of the liberties and happineſs, which as men <ce are entitled 


to, and, as Britons, we have been taught to expect. An increaſe 
of affection, of zeal, of confidence; a concert of permanent 
union ; a free communication and compariſon of ſentiments and 
intentions; mature deliberation and mutual reliance—theſe are 
the fruits of the wiſe and ſpirited meaſures adopted by the 
friends of liberty in Scotland, and ſeconded by the Societies of 
London and of Ireland. | | 
\ Britons, and Fellow Citizens! let us rouſe you to immediate 
co-operation with theſe efforts for the general good ;—let us 
awake you to a ſenſe of the importance of the preſent moment, 
and perſuade you, perſuade all the Patriotic Societies in Eng- 
land, to ſtrengthen immediate junction with this grand fede- 
ration z that as thoſe who are hoſtile to our freedom are already 
united by compacts, intereſts, and coalitions, the friends alſo of 
that glorious principle may be bound together by a link more 
arm, more intimate, and more durable, to reſiſt every oppreſſion 
and uſurpation that may be attempted, and vindicate the Rights 
of Man,” | | 

The Society at Norwich has already, in ſome degree, imi- 
tated our example: For though time and convenience did not 
Permit them to eject a ſeparate Delegate, they have ſent a written 
authority to Citizen to act. for them in that capacity, 
together with inſtructions to enable him to ſtate their ſentunents 
© the Convention, and directions for him to correſpond with 
nem, and render their fraternity more complete. | 


Citizens! 
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Citizens! Permit us to unite our voices with thoſe of our be. 
thren in the North, to requeſt you, by ſome ſuch method (if you 


cannot render it convenient immediately to ſend a Delegate of 
your own) to aſſiſt the cloſer union, and more immediate com. 


munication of the reſpective Societies.—Perſuaded as we are 
that the friends of liberty, if encouraged by the conviction of 
general union to ſtep forward and avow their ſentiments, are 
already ſo numerous and reſpectable as to enſure a ſpeedy ter. 
mination of the calamities of an unjuſtifiable war, and a reſtoration 
of every right to which Britons and Freemen are entitled: 

We are, in the firm aſſurance of your zeal and ſincerity 


Citizens. 


P. S. I received your letter, and I ſent it to Edinburgh ac. 


cording to your direction. 
APPENDIX F. (No. 1.) 
Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſlitutiona 


Society, May 27th, 1793. 
Sir 


J am defired by the Committee of this Society to acknow- | 
ledge the receipt of yours of the 1oth current, and of the 
Caledonian Chronicle of the ſame date, containing the reſolu- 
tions of the Convention of Delegates from the friends of the } 


people throughout Scotland—of which this Committee and the 


Society alſo, to which they have been read at the ſeveral diſtin | 


meetings, highly approve. 
This Committee did not anſwer your former letter, becauſe 


they were unwilling to put you to any unneceſſary expence of 


poſtage, eſpecially as no alteration could then be made in the 
{ubject matter thereof. Any communication which you may 
be pleaſed to favour this Society with, will be certain to com? 
to hand (barring accidents) if directed generally to Mr. —— 
— — at 
we have never had any miſcarriage of letters which were directed 
to the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society, yet that addition 
may perhaps be as well left out. As to a proper channel; it the 
parcel is at any time wery bulky and weighty, the waggon will be 
the beſt; but if a moderate ſize, it will come quicker by the 
coach: And the Committee will be very glad to receive accounts 
of proceedings ſo ably and patriotically conducted. 

The commitee beg leave to recommend to the Convention, and 
through its members to the ſeveral ſocieties, to patronize and pro- 
mote as much as poſſible the circulation of that molt uſerul perio- 
dical work, the Patriot, which certainly contains abundance 0 


truly important political information, and has done the moſt _ 
. : Tila 


in the cauſe of liberty, your affectionate Felloy | 


Church Lane, Sheffield. "Though 
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dal ſervice to the cauſe of freedom and of the people in this part 
the iſland. port | 

g [ am defired to expreſs the particular approbation of this commit- 

| tee, and ſociety alſo, of the ſecond reſolution of the Convention, 
viz, © That the motion to diſcontinue their meetings when the pe- 

itiors, &c. are preſented, &c, is ſuſpicious and inſidious, &c. &c. 

To ſhew how men, poſſeſſing the ſame principles, will at the 
| greateſt diſtance coincide and jump, as it were, into the ſame ſen- 
timents, and expreſſion of them, I beg leave to ſend you a ſhort 
extract from the addreſs of our Preſident, Mr. — . 
at our laſt general meeting, which was taken in ſhort hand, and 
which the committee hope they ſhall prevail on him to publiſh, as 
it is replete with political information, intereſting anecdotes, 'and 
animated elocution. 

« You have no doubt, fellow citizens, all heard the fate of the 
petition ſo lately ſent from this town and neighbourhood for a 
parliamentary reform; and I ſhould ſuppoſe that the unjuſt, in- 
decent, and inſolent manner in which it has been rejected, and 
oppoſed admiſſion into the. Houſe of Commons by the ſatellites of 
Miniſters, muſt-have convinced you clearly, that the great cauſe 
for the ſupport of which we have affociated, demands our never 
ceaſing vigilance and attention. 

« A Reform in Parliament is almoſt ani verſally allowed to be 
eſſentially neceſſary to the prefervation of this country. And as 
that great and important event can never be brought about but by 
the powerful e the great body of the Fo no lawful 
means ſhould be left unaſſayed to remove the almoſt innumerable 
| impediments which lie in the way to obſtruct and prevent ſo deſi- 
rable a communication. The enemies to reform are a very active, 
numerous, and powerful body in almoſt every neighbourhood, and 
never fail to unite on the ſmalleſt appearance of any circumſtance 
which they conceive may be 1 to the corrupt aud bane- 
ful ſyſtem that has too long prevailed, and which it is ſo much their 
intereſt to continue, | 

* Our common enemies, I ſay, form an active, jealous, power- 
ful, and well diſciplined phalanx, long enured to every poſſible 
mode of attack which can be made upon them—thoroughly ſkilled 
in the ſcience of defence - but more particularly ſo in circumvent- 
ing and ſmothering every attempt that may be made againſt them 
Viile in its infancy, and before it can arrive at the power of do- 
ing them harm—witneſs the various attempts to difcountenance, 
calumniate, and if poſſible, to annihilate conſtitutional Societies, 
the Patriot, and all publications ſimilar to it; as in theſe they ſee, - 
Vith terrified aſpects, the future ſaviours of the people, and their 
deareſt rights ; with an all-graſping and domineering ariſtocratic 
nluence, poſſeſſing the greateſt ſhare of landed property; with the 
purſe of the nation at their command, and their eyes ever fixed on 
this ruling maxim, Divide et impira, they may be almoſt thought 
to be inyincible, and nothing can avail againſt their efforts, but 

| 1 equal 
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equal zeal, diſcipline, activity, and ſtrict adherance together of the | 


friends of the people, aud the cauſe of freedom. 
% You ſee then, Citizens, that 


It is time therefore, for all true lovers of their Country to exer: 


every effort to preſerve and cheriſh that (that) ineſtimable bleſſing, 
deprived of which, both life and property, by being rendered | 
precarious and uncertain, become but ſecondary conſiderations. 4 
In this moſt laudable of all purſuits, that of promoting and for-. 
warding the public welfare, it becomes the peculiar duty of every | 
one of us to contribute all in our power, by public and private 
advice and Exhortation, to prevent his fellow labourers in this 
glorious Vineyard from lagging in ſo momentous, though perhaps | 
10 arduous a work; but let us remember that our brave and har- 
dy anceſtors often fought and bled at every vein, to tranſmit to us 
undiminiſhed, a fair and unſpotted inheritance to a conſtitution— | 
the baſe, ſummit, and centre of which was founded and compoſed | 
of freedom; a conſtitution which they raiſed by their valour, ſup- $ 
ported by their virtue and wiſdom, and cemented with their blood. 

The Ravager time, the unſuſpicious nature of ſome of our 
forefathers, added to their ſupineneſs and negle&, with other un- 
fortunate circumſtances on one hand, and on the other the gradual I 
but never-ceaſing endeavours to undermine and ſubvert the noble 
edifice, by every inſidious and unperceived art and machination } 
that baſe and intereſted men could deviſe—theſe ſycophants of 
courts—theſe venal hirelings and male proſtitutes, who feed and 
fatten without remorſe on the ſpoil and plunder of their induſtri- 
ous and oppreſſed countrymen—theſe political Eſaus, who would 
ſell their country and its liberties for a meſs of pottage, have 
brought us to the very brink of ruin, and the verge of ſlavery; Þ 
and, wiſhing to delude us with the forms of the conſtitution have 
gone nigh to ſap and deſtroy every prop and pillar by which the 


conſtitution itſelf is in reality ſupported. 


«« Be it ours, however, to keep in mind, that there is not in the 
whole range of human nature ſo degraded and deſpicable a ſight 
as that of a nation, a people who were once free, having degene- 
rated into ſlaves; and let us not ever forget, that notwithſtanding | 
we of the preſent day did not receive perfect freedom from our 
immediate forefathers, we ſtill know that we have a juſt claim to it . 
that it is our duty to proſecute that claim before our adverſaries } 
ſhall have the inſolence to plead preſcription as a bar to it. I hough ' 
the poſſe//ion is not in us, the right is, and we are bound to aſſert 
that right, and tranſmit it clear of all incumbrances to our poſte- | 
rity. What! ſhall we unremittingly proſecute our claim, and ſtart 1 
indignant at the idea of being robb64; or unjuſtly deprived of 1 
paltry cottage, or a few arces of dirty land; and ſhall we tamely and 


baſely ſurrender thoſe important rights And privileges Any 


t) it particularly behoyes 4 
us not to ſleep upon our poſts. 'Phe\heavenly cherub Liberty i; | 
in danger of being annihilated and deſtroyed by a torrent of in. | 
fluence and corruption unexampled in the Annals of the vorld. 
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more valuable than all the acres that one man ever poſſeſſed? For- 
Lid it, Conſiſtency! Forbid it, Juſtice ! Forbid it, Heaven! 

« But how, it may be aſked, how are we to proſecute our 
claims? How are we to recover thoſe rights of which we have been 
{urreptitiouſly deprived ? I anſwer, by our fortitude and unanimity 
—by an inflexible perſeverance in demanding thoſe rw which no 
power on eatth is entitled to withhold from us. A Reform in Par- 
lament, I repeat, is abſolutely neceſſary to ſave this country from 
ruin, I will tell you why,” &c.—He then gives a diſplay of the 
defective ſtate of Repreſentation ; ſhews, that as things are now 
ſituated, no Adminiſtration, however inclined to do ſo, can govern 
according to the true principles of juſtice and found policy, and the 
real intereſts of the people, from the undue influence of the Crown. 
Deſcribes the Double Cabinet in a very ſevere ſtrain of animadver- 
ſon; takes notice, that the only argument attempted to be urged 
againſt the meaſure, is the impropriety of the time; and on every 
occaſion, ſince its firſt being hazarded in 1692, the ſame bugbear 
has been uniformly oppoſed to it. But let me aſk theſe men, 
what is a proper time? In times of peace; in times of war; in times 
of financial depreſſion; in times of proſperity ; though the neceſſity 
of it was always admitted, ftill the time was improper. When 
Mr. Grey, in the laſt ſeſſion, gave notice of his intended motion on 
this head, though we had been juſt before repreſented by the 
Apoſtate Pitt, in all the glare of his didactic pompoſity, to be at 
that moment in a ſtate of unexampled proſperity, yet then the time 
was Improper. 
In the year 1764, after the concluſion of the war, this country 
was equally proſperous, and ranked infinitely higher in point of 
conſequence amongſt the nations of Europe, when we were feared 
and courted by eyery power in it, then, alſo, the time was impro- 
per; we were afterwards involved in a ruinons and expenſive war 
with America, which drained this country of its citizens and its 
treaſures, loaded u: with an accumulation of taxes we were hardly 
able to bear, was proſecuted contrary to the wiſhes of the Nation, 
ad Parliament {till voting ſupplies out of the people's pockets. 
The ſyſtem of corruption was obvious, clear as the ſun at noon 
day, yet ſtill it was not proper to agitate a reform! Notwith{tand- 
mg it was at the ſame time granted, that if a reform had been made 
in the year 1764, all thoſe ſubſequent notorious evils would have 
been prevented. 

The plain truth of the matter is this—Tn the eye of miniſters 
and their followers, in the eye of placemen, penſioners, and the al- 
molt innumerable hoſt of the greedy and voracious bloodſuckers and 
deronrers of the ſpoil and plunder of the people, no time is pro- 
per. The argument is a ſtale worn- out trick of every miniſter and 
every venal tool who ſupports him; Charles Townſhend uſed to fay, 
petitions to this effect were improper at /wv9 /ec/ons ; the ſcaſon of 
Var, and the ſeaſon of peace: In peace, becaute they tended to 

iſturb the general tranquillity; and in war, becauſe miniſters had 
ſufficient einployment for their abilities without being troubled with 
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petitions. In this avowal of a miniſter there is certainly ſome honeſt; | 


ut much more of what the Iriſh term modeſt afſurance, or what ; 
blunt Briton calls downright impudence. 
« The ſame fallacious- and deluſive argument is made uſe of at 


the preſent moment; and thoſe very apoſtates, who contended moſt 
warmly and vehemently, that a Reform in Parliament was at-ſolutely | 


neceſſary to ſave the Conſtitution, in 1785, have now the barefaced 
effrontery to aſſert, that it is at preſent, not only unſeaſonable, but 


abſolutely unneceſſary—Citizens, refleQ on this; be no longer de. 
"ceived ; convince yourſelves firſt that it is neceſſary, and then deter. 
mine reſolutely, and like Engliſhmen worthy of their glorious an- 
ceſtors, that in matters of moment there is no time like the preſent.” 


Thus ended a ſpeech of near two hours, which convinced the 


Society of the abſolute neceſſity there is to be more active and aſſi. 


duous in the great cauſe we are engaged to ſupport. It is remark. 


able, that at this meeting a motion was made to diſcontinue our 
monthly meeting, and to have them only once in three months, 
which was reprobated by the preſident, and fcouted by the Socicty | 
as ſuſpicious and infidious 5 and the Society has greatly increaſed every | 
day fince. | f 
The encloſed paper has had a very good effect in Mancheſter } 
and this place, where it has been well circulated ; and as Mr. Dun- | 
das has had the conſummate effrontery to ſay in St. Stephen's, that | 
war zs not the cauſe of the preſent national diſtreſs, this Committee 
think too much pains cannot be taken to convince the people Hat it } 
ic. They therefore ſubmit it to your conſideration, whether it may 
not be adviſeable to reprint and circulate it in your town and neigh» } 
bourhood. 


In the name, and by order of the Committee, 
I remain, Sir, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) —— —, 


Addreſſed, 
Mr. Wm. Skirving, Edinburgh. 


No. 2. 


Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, Leeds, May 29,1793: ; 


* 


SIR, 


BY requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received directions 
from them for the purpoſe of correſponding with all the Societies n 
England and Scotland, : 1 


Secretary. 
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We, the Members of the Conſtitutional Society in Leeds, in 
order to obtain the deſired end of ee pot 4 Reform, deſire fra- 
ternal communication with the Society of Ediaburgh. 

We ſhall be glad of any information or inſtruction in your power 
on all occaſions; and hope you will find the Leeds Society always 
faithful to the intereſts of the people: And though they are but few, 
not exceeding two hundred, they are men, and are determined to 
exert their utmoſt in order to inſtruct their neighbours on their 


common intereſts. | x 
ith this we ſend you a copy of our addreſs and declaration 


and ſhall ever acknowledge all favours from you. | 
Wiſhing the cauſe we have embarked in every degree of ſucceſs, 


| I remain, in the name and by order of the Society, 
e | a Sir, yours, &c. 


Addrefſed “ To the Secretary of the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety, Edinburgh;“ and on the back, „ To Mr. William 
Skirving, Edinburgh, Scotland.“ e 


— No. 3. 


Free Maſons Tavern, Saturday, the 18th of May 1793. 


AT a General Meeting of the Society of the Friends of the 
People, aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Re- 
form, held this day, 8 ; 

in the chair, 


— ͤů— . 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Society be re- 

turned to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their zeal 

' and activity in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform; and to expreſs 

a hope and wiſh that they will proceed with the ſame ſpirit, in- 

duſtry, and temper, during the interval between the preſent time 
aid the meeting of the next ſeſſion of Parliament, 


In the name, and by order of the Society, 
Chairman, 


4 No. 4. 
SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to encloſe you a copy of the Reſolntion of 
Thanks to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, from the 
Friends of the People in London, and beg you will communicate 
the fame to the various Socicties with which you correſpond in 
deotland. 75 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
m——— Secretary to the Committee. 
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No. f. 
SIR, ps 


THE ſpeech I ſent is not the property of this Society; but, iq | 


compliance with the requeſt contained in your letter, I have applied 


to the proprietor, who gives you full permiſſion to reprint it, and | 
_ diſtribute as many as you think proper. Your conduct on this oe. 


caſion muſt give ſatisfaction to every friend of Reform. 


When I again meet with any thing good and ſhort, I will cer. 


tainly fend it to you. I ſuppoſe you have ſeen William Fox's 


pamphlets ; they are very ſhort, and extremely good indeed, par- } 


* 


ticularly that againſt the war. 


The plan of Delegates would be very improper in this country | 
at preſent. A very ſmall part of it indeed would be active for re. 
turn. If ſuch a meeting 1s attempted, it will operate (like many | 
raſh ſteps of ſome who wiſh well to the cauſe) much to its diſad- 


vantage. a 1 
J thank you for the parcel of minutes which is come to hand, 
and remain, Yours, &c. 
Addreſſed, William Skirving, Eſq. 
Edinburgh. July 23, 1793. | 
| No. 6. | 
Dr ar SIR, | 


ON Saturday laſt I received a copy of Mr. Palmer's Trial; and 
on Monday ſeveral copies of Mr. Muir's ; which I have ordered to 
be diſpoſed of as directed. I had read both before—T ſhall bind 
them with Paine's Trial: and J return you and Mr. Muir thanks! 
for them. I think Mr. Palmer's caſe, in ſome reſpe&s, {till more 
extraordinary than Mr. Muir's—lIs it a crime to adviſe prudence and 


moderation ? 


Be ſo kind as to defire Mr. Scott to ſend regularly the Edinburgh | 
razetteer to me, under cover to C. Grey, Eſq. M. P.—Let him 
charge it either to me or the Society, and I will pay for it at ſuch } 


times and in ſuch manner as he deſires. 


I hope none of the violence which has done miſchief to the cauſe | 
of Reform in England, will be imported into the Scottiſh Con- 


vention. 


'The conduct of the Friends to Reform in Scotland has always f 
been admired, and J hope their prudence and moderation will be f 


continued. 
I am, &c. 


October 29th, 1793. 


Addreſſed, Mr. W. Skirving, oppoſite the 
Foot of the Old Aſſembly Cloſe, Edinburgh. 
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No. 7. 


Fer S 85 London, November 8th, 1793. 


TI DULY received your favour of the 4th inſtant, and laid it be- 
fore the Committee of Delegates laſt night, who were anxiouſly 
waiting for intelligence from Edinburgh; and were well ſatisfied 
with he agreeable account of the great number and zeal of the 
Friends of Freedom in Scotland. — That part of your letter which 
mentioned your viſiting different towns in Scotland, for the purpoſe 
of promoting the cauſe—they were pleaſed with the idea; but they 
thought that it could not be put in practice, on accyunt of the ne- 
ceſſary ſupplies ; which come in but very ſlowly - it is to be men- 
tioned in the different diviſions. We have elected | (by 
ballot) Chairman of the Committee for the remainder of the quar- 
ter—we have alſo appointed a Committee of Conſtitution, ſeparate 
from the Committee of Delegates. One member is choſe from each 
diviſion, to meet on this night for the firlt time, and to be totally 
unconnected with the Committee of Delegates.—We {till increaſe 
in number—and the Addreſs to the King, to put an end to the war, 
is ordered to be advertiſed, to receive ſignatures, in the Courier, 
Chronicle, Ayre's Sunday Gazetteer, and afterwards by hand- bills, 

 &e. We have opened a correſpondence with a new Society at 
LI have to inform you of the wiſh of the Society, that 
you would favour them with the number of Delegates in the Con- 
vention, and the number from England alſo, and how the civil and 
military power reliſhes your meeting; and that you would ſend ſuch 
a report from the Convention as might appear in the newſpapers in 
London. Send me an Edinburgh Gazetteer when there 1s any thing 
in it of importance. I would have ſent you a Courier; but they 
informed me that they ſent ſeveral to the coffee-houſes and taverns 
in Edinburgh: For that reaſon I thought it unneceſſary, I hope 
to have more time to write to you more fully next time. As 
Jays, the polt juſt going off, no more at preſent from 
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Secretary. 


Addreſſed, Mr. Margarot, and ; Delegates from London. 


Mr. Gerald, 


No. 8. 
To the Members gf the Scotch Convention. 


WorrThy Sis, | 
THE notice we have had of your different meetings, being ſs 
late as not conveniently to allow of our cl:ction of a Delegate to 
join your Aſſembly, I take the freedom to communicate a few lines 
in the name of the Society. Our congratulations are your due, for 
the ſpirited manner in which you have ſhewa yourielves the advo- 
cates and promoters of Refermation. You, Citizens, have 3 
| | | we 
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well of your country, and your conduct is the ſubject of our applaufe 


—the ſtrong ſentiments you have imbibed are the objects of our ad. 
miration. Our minds particularly embrace the doctrines of the 
Right of Univerſal Suffrage, of the Neceſſity of Annual Returns, 
a of adopting theſe principles into a definitely worded Conſtitu- 


tional Code, alterable only by the expreſſion of the general will of 


the Britiſh people, Property taken. | 

We doubt not of your ſentiments of fraternity towards the pa- 
triots of our tawn, whoſe deſire is to promote univerſal information 
au univerſal liberty. 

The all-wiſe Father of men proſper your undertakings. 


\ 


Secretary to the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, 
| WEL pro lempore. 
Leeds, Nov. 18th, 1793. 


Addreſſed, Mr. William Skirving, Edinburgh. 


No, g. 
SIR, | | . 

I HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform you, that the Delegates from 
the Societies in London have, at length, arrived at Edinburgh. 
Delegates from the other Societies, in England, and who are now 
upon the road, will ſoon alſo be here to wait upon the Friends of the 


People, in order to eſtabliſh an indiſſoluble fraternity between the two | 


nations, and to adopt thoſe meaſures which, at this awful period, 
may have a tendency to ſave the country. 

Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and a juſt cauſe, no 
hardſhip and no expence can be thought too great for you, while you 
are conſcious that you are diſcharging your duty. With no pro- 

priety can you refuſe to attend upon your brethren from England, 
who, at ſo much expence, and from fo great a diſtance, have come 
to unite their affections and deliberations with you. 

I feel it ray duty, in coincidence with the ſentiments of the Ge- 
neral Committee here, again to recal the Societies by their Delegates 
to this place. Every moment is precious, and delay is ſynonimous 
to treachery. 

I expect therefore, Sir, to have the honour of ſeeing you on the 
19thcurrent in the General Convention of the Delegates, in compli- 
ance with the public advertiſement, which I was bound to infert in 
my official capacity, in the Gazetteer of yeſterday ; to which I en- 
treat your particular attention. | 

If you cannot poſſibly attend, it will be proper to call the Com. 
mittee of your Society to appoint one or two in your place. No 

exertion on the part of a friend ſhould be wanting at this important 
criſis to render this Convention ftill more reſpectable; and none 
who have the casſe at heart, and diſcern how. much ts at flake, will 
be remiſs. 2255 
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Let it be our ardent prayer to God, that his wiſdom may direct 
their meaſures, and that his benediction may attend the execution 
of them. ö | : 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, 


WILLIAM SK[RVING, Secretary. 
Edinburgh, Nov. 7th, 1793. | 


No. 10. 


Extras from the Minutes of the General Convention of the Friends 
of the People, held at Edinburgh, and of their General Com- 
mittee, convened in conſequence of the arrival of the Engliſh De- 
legates, and of Citizen Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler from 
Ireland, as mentioned in the foregoing Narrative. 


October 29th, 1793. IN the firſt day's fitting of the Conven- 
tion, Mr, C moved, „That this Convention reſolve to claim 
for themſelves and their conſlituents the Right of Univerſal Suffrage 
and Annual Parliaments.” 

At the ſame ſitting a letter was read from the Four United So- 
cieties of Ireland. 

Mr. Skirving read the thanks of the general meeting of the 
Friends of the People at Free Maſons' Tavern, dated London, 18th 
of May, 1793, as returned by them to the Convention of Delegates 
at Edinburgh, for their zeal and activity in the-cauſe of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. He alſo read a ſimilar letter from Mr. — 
dated London, 5th October, 1793; another dated London, 25th 
os 1793, reſpecting the appointment of Mefrs. Margarot and 

erald. 

Mr. Skirving next read a letter from Mr. , ſecretary 
to the Aſſociation at London, dated Frith-ftreet, No. 7, October 16th, 
1793. : | 

Mr. read a letter from the Conſlitutional Society at 
Sheffield, dated 27th of May, 1793, and ſigned ſecretary, 
upon the whole object of Reform in general, containing ſome hu- 
morous remarks on the arguments advanced by the enemies of Re- 
form; which were received with great approbation.— Mr. Skirving 
next read the printed paper contained in the faid letter, addreſſed to 
the unemployed artiſans, &c. of Mancheſter, and containing a 
number of excellent remarks upon the calamities of war, ſigned 
—— Sidney.” 

In the 0 Committee it appears, that a Citizen, one of the 
Edinburgh Delegates, having moved that the London Delegates 
ſhould ſtate the ſituation of their Societies, Citizen Margarot an- 
ſwered, „That the Societies in London were very numerous, though 
* ſometimes fluctuating. In ſome parts of England whole towns 
© are Reformers ; Sheffield, and environs there, 50,000,—In _ 
| — 
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e wick there are zo Societies in one.— If we could get a Convention 


* of England and Scotland called, we might repreſent ſix or ſeven 
« hundred thouſand males; which is a majority of all the adults in 
« the kingdom; and miniſtry would not dare to refuſe us our 
“ rights.“ | | 
Citizen Butler, from Ireland, then ſaid, He did not know how 
far he was at liberty to ſay any thing, as he was not a Delegate; bu: 
he would give an account of Ireland. The execucive part of the 
Government were almoſt omnipotent ; the landed intereſt almoſt 
ariſtocratic ; and the manufacturer 1dle.—Laft Parliament was ex- 
pected to have given Ireland emancipation : However flattering that 
roſpe& was, a few weeks changed the fcene. — An infamous coa- 
it ion took place between the oppoſition and miniſtry the Catholics 
retired with what they had got —No longer oppoſed by them, the 


Government turned their oppreſſive meaſures againſt the Friends of 


Reform. —'The United Iriſhmen were profecuted : He himſelf had 
experienced fix months impriſonment.—Belfaſt was declared to be 
in a ſtate of rebellion—though Freedom was not cried up in the 
ſtreets, yet it dwelt in almoſt every heart. Univerſal emancipation 
was the meaſure for which he was an advocate, — All that he knew 
of the country was, that the firſt day his friend was in Edinburgh 


he was arreſted—for nothing that he knew, except it was for being fo. | 


wicked as to come here.—[n Scotland they yet met in Convention: 
In Ireland the Parliament had enacted laws againft it. When a law 
like that ſhould take place here, he was afraid freedom would 
vaniſh,” 5 
Mr. C——  faid, & That he hoped thoſe that would paſs ſuch 
an Act of Parliament ſhould be forced to eat it; and hoped that 
Scotland and England ſhould not ſubmit to it.“ | 

Citizen Gerald ſaid, * That he came here armed with the power 
of Delegation—If our neighbour's houſe is on fire, the greater 
ſhould be our vigilance to prevent the flames ſeizing our own.—A 
parchment piece of juſtice had been preſented in Ireland: He hoped 
that if ever it was paſſed here, we ſhould throw it in the face of our 
oppreſſors. Every thing the people had gained had been through 
Conventions—the Revolution was the conſequence of a Convention; 


— The Revolution efabliſhed, that truſt abuſed was revocable—tle | 


Revolution excluded all placemen and penſioners— Do we enjoy 
any benefit from that act? It made Miniſters reſponfible—how mary 
bad Miniſters have we ſeen go down to the are in peace, and ho- 
noured with all the dignities a King can con 

our principles into execution—A citizen from Ireland told you, 
that as ſoon as the alarm bell was rung, the Oppoſition joined 


the Miniſter Party is ever a bird of prey, and the people their f 


banquet.“ 


19th Nov. 1793. On the firſt day's fitting of the Convention, | 


after it was reſumed, Mr. Margarot moved, „That previous to 


publiſhing an addreſs to the Public, a Committee be forthwith ap. 


- . LO 1. 
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Conſtitutional purſuit of a thorough Parliamentary Reform” which 
was unanimouſly agreed to. 2 | = 

The minutes of the ſecond day's fitting. bear, „That Citizen 
« Gerald vindicated the plan of diviſions, as tending to enable the 
« Convention to make up their minds upon the bulineſs to come 
« before them. Mr. Margarot vindicated the plan, as tending to 
ſhorten the buſineſs of the Convention, and inſiſted that the familiar 
intercourſe that would take place in theſe diviſions, would be the 
chief uſe of them.“ | | 

« — Another Delegate ſhewed the neceſſity and importance of the 
plan of organization, and inſiſted that the diviſions were neceſſary, 
and that the loſs of a day or two was of no conſideration, compared 
with the magnitude of the object.“ : 3 

« Mr. Margarot promiſed, in name of himſelf and his colleagues 
from England, that they would grudge no time to execute with 
propriety the important buſineſs they were come upon.“ 

The Delegate from Sheffield roſe to remove any remaining ob- 
jections that might be made againſt the plan. He urged, that the 

rand point in raiſing a good ſuperſtructure; was to lay a good 
fundation ; to do which no time ſhould be grudged ; and ſhewed 
the great utility of the plan in the nomination of Committees. 

And the Convention were accordingly divided into diviſions, 
and places appointed for their meetings.” | py 

Mr. Margarot of New, moved, That a Committee be appointed 

to conſider of and draw up a proper plan of union between the two 
Nations, according to the reſolution of yeſterday. | 

In the fitting of the 21ſt of November; in conſequence of reports 
from the different ſections, a Committee of thirteen was choſen to 
form an union upon Mr. Margarot's plan. 

In the ſame meeting Gerald ſtated, That to honeſt men nothin 
was ſo valuable as truth, and that nothing can poſſibly tend fo ww 
to the diſcloſure of truth as diſcuſſion and deliberation. That it 
was alſo very important that the Committee ſhould know as much 
as poſſible of the public mind, in order that they might act in union 
with it. The Convention then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon 
the motion of Mr. ——— ; and many valuable hints were thrown 
out by Citizens . Gerald obſerved, That what- 
ever difference of opinion might exiſt in theſe walls, we can never for- 
get that our friends and our enemies are in common, and that our ob- 
ject is equally the ſame. He took a review of the means we are to 
uſe in order to ſecure our object. He entered fully into the ſubje& 
of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments. He fully proved the 
rights of the people to thoſe benefits by their ancient Conſtitution, 
He minutely inveſtigated the principles of government. He aſ- 
lerted, That the end of all government is the good of the go- 
verned ; That if money be taken out of his pocket againit his con- 
ſent, it is of little conſequence whether it be taken by the robber 
on the heath or the monarch on the throne. He made many re- 
marks upon the Revolutfon ſettlement, and the benefits gained by 
the laſt Revolution; and demonſtrated clearly, that they are now 10 

Vor. IV. | d d tally 
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tally taken away. He warned the Convention againſt the choice 
of any other than known and plain men like themſelves ; men ug. 
contaminated by the peſtilential air of courts.” 

A Delegate from 


of 
Committee's Report reſpecting the election of preſidents, of three 
aſſiſtants, one to go out daily; and reſpecting the council of the 
table.” He likewiſe propoſed, © That the whole Reports of the 


Committee ſhould be delayed till the report was completed; ai; | 
urged as a reaſon for delay, that “ ** was employed in completing | 


the Report of the Committee.“ 


The Fifth Day's Sitting. Convention Hall, Nov. 23d, 1793, 
Citizen GERALD appointed Chairman. 
« CITIZEN 


having read the minutes of laſt ſitting, the 


Preſident ſtated, 'That this morning he had received a letter from our | 
friends in Norwich, who deſired him to inform the Convention, that 
they remained ſteady in the cauſe, and had nominated Citizen Mar- 

arot their Delegate; and that they would contribute their ſhare of 
the expences attending the Convention. Mr. Margarot accordingly | 
accepted of the office; who congratulated the Convention upon tlie | 


acceſſion of ſuch a great number of friends.“ 


During this fitting there is the following motion: „ It was | 


moved, that from henceforth the Convention ſhould be ſtyled The 
Britiſh Convention of the Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain 


Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments.” Agreed to unani- | 
mouſly. Alſo this other motion: © A motion was alſo made, for 
the Convention allowing the Members of the United Society of 


Iriſhmen to ſpeak and vote here.”— 
« Referred to the Sections.“ 
Citizens 


do their utmoſt a Delegates in their place. 
In the ſame fitting there are the following motions : viz. 


« Motion by Mr. 


come more acquainted with each other's ſentiments.” 
« Referred to the Committee of Union.“ | | 
C Motion by 


it, and requeſting a freſh ſhuffle. 


« Citizen 


tion, came forward for diſcuſſion, when Citizens 
upon it, and agreed to and guarantced by a ſolemn joining of ha 


ondon, during this day's ſitting, in abſence 
, a Scotch Delegate, gore in the continuation of the 


——, who were country Delegates, * requeſted | 
leave of abſence z which was granted, upon condition that they wouls | 


reſpecting dividing the country into depart- | 
ments and appointing provincial Convention:; whereby they may be- 


| „containing thanks to the movers of the di- 
viſion into claſſes, mentioning the advantages already obtained from 
Referred to the Committee of } 
Regulations, and agreed that the Members of Societies in Edinburgh 
join the ſectionsꝰ and this day's /ederunt cloſes as follows : © The 
Preſident warned the ſections to meet as full as poſſible on Monday.” | 
's motion, relative to admitting the Members of 
the United Society of Iriſhmen to ſpeak and vote in this _ , 
— ſpoke 
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it being followed by a motion for tranſmitting the above reſolu- 
tion to Citizen Archibald Hamilton Rowan ; which was paſſed ac- 
cordingly.“ 5 

Secretary Skirving ſtated, That he had juſt now received five 
ſhillings from an unknown hand, for the uſe of the Convention, 
Honourable mention was ordered to be made of this patriotic do- 
nation. 

« A motion made by reſpecting the appointment of an In- 
terim Committee at the end of every Convention, to call together 
the Delegates on extraordinary emergencies.” - 

At the cloſe of this meeting, the Convention being divided into 
ſections, a delegate moved, That the motions ſhould be laid 
before the ſections; and deſired the council of the table to condeſcend 
on thoſe that were to be firſt diſcuſſed.” | 


Seventh Day's Sitting. 26th November, 1793. 


AFTER debate, an original motion, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Finance, | | | 

« Ordered, That the Convention ſhall cauſe a regular ſet of 
books to be kept for the inſertion of minutes, motions, and other 
. A book of finance, &c. to be at all times ſubject to 
the inſpection of an intermediate Committee.“ | 

“All theſe motions were ordered to lie over, to be conſidered by 
the ſections. 

Mr. 's motion being taken under conſideration, amend- 
ments were propoſed by Citizens TI 

« Mr. Margarot pled for adopting the ſpirit of Mr. ——'s mo- 
tion ; but thought it would be more advantageous to poſtpone adopt- 
ing it till the concluſion of the Convention's buſineſs. 

% Moved by Mr. Margarot, That a Committee, conſiſting of the 
Mover, Seconder, and thoſe who had moved for amendments of Mr. 
s motion, be appointed to draw up a motion from the whole, 
that may probably meet the ideas of the whole Convention. —After 
ſome converſation, it was agreed upon, on the motion of Mr. D 
That the vote of the Houſe be put, ft, On the ſpirit of Mr. —'s 
motion; 2dly, On the words of the motion; and 3dly, On Mr. 
Margarot's motion.” Agreed.—“ The ſenſe of the Houſe being 
taken on the firſt, it carried unanimouſly, To adopt the mo- 
tion as to the ſpirit of it. On the ſecond it carricd by a grett 
majority, Not to adopt the motion as ſo worded—and 3dly, it was 
wg, That the ſaid motion, and all amendments, be referred as 
above. | . 


Convention Hall, 28th November, 1 793. 
Ninth Day's Sitting. : 
in the Chair. 


„CITIZEN read the amendments upon Citizen ——$ 
Won, as agreed upon by the Committee; and it was agreed, 
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That the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a Committee for its mature 
conſideration. — In the courſe of the converſation, Citizen <--_ 


gave a hiſtory of the Habeas Corpus Act. — After an excclient . 
cuſſion of the queſtion, pertinent remarks, and amend mene, the 


Convention was reſumed, and the whole, as amended, being read | 


over, the Members ſtood upon their feet, and paſſed the reſolution 
unanimouſly, as follows. 


[Here a blank is left in the minutes, as mentioned in the Report,] | 


After the ſaid reſolution was agreed to and ſolemnly approved k 


as above, the minutes import, That Citizen Gerald, in an ener- 
getic and animated ſpecch, addreſſed the meeting, and ex preſſed his 


happineſs at the motion paſſed; and expoſed the act of the Irin 
Parliament, called a Convention Bill—and Citizen ** * followed 
him in a manly ſpeech, and proved the influence of the executive | 


government over the Parliament.“ 


Citizen Margarot read and propoſed the following motion; | 
% That a Secret Committee, of three, with the Secretary, be ap- 
pointed to determine the place where ſuch Convention of Fmer- } 


gency ſhall meet; that ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecret with them, 


and with the Secretary of this Convention; and that each Dele- 1 
gate ſhall, at the breaking up of the preſent ſeſſion, be entruſted with } 
a ſealed letter, containing the name of the place of meeting; that } 


this letter ſhall be delivered unopened to his conſtituents, the receipt 


to which ſhall be acknowledged by a letter to the Secretary—pre- } 
ſerved in the ſame ſtate until the period ſhall arrive at which it ſhall ] 
be deemed neceſſary for the Delegates to ſet off, This motion was 
ſeconded by * * *, and the ſame paſſed unanimouſly. Accordingly } 

the following Citizens were nominated a Secret Committee upon 
this buſineſs, viz. Margarot, * , with the Secretary; and they } 
were requeſted to deviſe the beſt poſſible means of conveying this 
intimation to thoſe Societies whole views are the ſame with ours, 


but may not have Delegates at this time.“ 


The minutes of this day's fitting cloſe with a variety of motions; } 
and among others the following, by Citizen **, and ſeconded | 
by Citizen“ **, „That a fund be raiſed by ſubſcription for de- ö 
fraying the expence of ſmall patriotic publications, to be diſtributed 
in the Highlands. Every publication ſha!l bear the figure of a 
Higblandman in full dreſs, with target and broadſword, to attract. 
the attention of Highlandmen. No publication to coſt more than 


half a penny. 


By Citizen * *, © That a Committee be appointed to draw up 0 de. 
claration of the natural, unalienable, and unpreſcriptable rights of Man; 
and that the ſame le prefixed to an addreſs to the people of Great-britan. | 

And, That a Committee of Obſervation be appointed in Lon- | 
don, to give the earlieſt intimation of any motion of the kind nen- 


tioned in the foregoing reſolution to the different Societien. 
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Convention Hall, firft Year of the Britiſh Convention, 29th Nov. 
Anno Domini 11793.—Tenth Day's Sitting. 
FE, Citizen ** in the Chair. | 


Citizen Margarot gave in the report of the Committee of Re- 
gulations z which was ordered to be printed, and copies to be given 
in to the /eFions on Monday, for their conſideration.“ 

“The Secretary read * * s motion for a Committee of Obſervation 
to be appointed in London. Citizen Margarot ſtated, That there 
was no occaſion for a Committee of that nature in London, as there 
were ſeveral thouſands of people in that city upon the look-out. 
It was accordingly agreed, That the Convention ſhould requeſt the 
London Committee of Correſpondence ta give the earlieſt intelligence of 
what paſſed in Parliament.“ 

« A letter from a friend, &c. which had been tranſmitted to A. 
Scott, of the Gazetteer, was read, containing patristic ſentiments, 
and two guineas ; and Citizen Taylor preſented a guinea from ano- 
ther citizen, whoſe name he was not at liberty to mention. —It was 
ſtated by the Secretary, that a citizen from London was preſent, 
who was to give 5/. 5s. to the Convention, when a collection ſhould 
be made for enlightening the Highlanders. The thanks of the 
Houſe was unanimouſly given to the before-mentioned patriots for 
their donations,” 


Eleventh Day's Sitting. Zoth November, 1793. 

The Secretary read a motion, That a Committee be appointed 
to reviſe each day's minutes immediately on the riſing of the Con- 
vention, for the purpoſe of ſending them to the preſs, to make here- 
after a daily bulletin of the ſame. The queſtion being put, the 
motion paſſed unanimouſly.” 

Citizen likewiſe moved, That no perſon ſhould be al- 
lowed the honours of the ſitting, unleſs recommended by two mem- 
bers; which with amendments, as in the motion itſelf, paſſed una- 
nimouſly.“ | 
The Secretary read a motion for publiſhing the natural, un- 
alienable, and unpreſcriptable Rights of Man, which was ordered to 
be given to the Committee of Union.“ | | 

It was moved, That Captain ** * ſhould report ſome eircum- 
ſtances to the Convention; for which purpoſe the Houſe reſolved 
itſelf into'a Committee, when he read an account of the trial and 
ſentence of D. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of Richmond and Mr. 
Pitt's reſolution for a Parliamentary Reform ; after which, the 
Chairman heing replaced, the Secretary moved, that Captain #* * * 
ſhould be alfoxved the honours of the ſitting. 

„Citizen * from Strathaven, and ** from Hamilton, re- 
queſted leave of abſence ſhould be granted, and moved that all the 
Delegates who bad left the Convention, ſhould receive letters to re- 
turn immediately, and remain at their poſts until the important bu- 
ſineſs which was daily introduced into the Convention ſhould be 
properly diſcuſſed. | 


«© A mo- 
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« A motion to fine thoſe Members who did not attend their 
ſections— The order of the day was called for.“ 


« A motion for drawing out a ſcroll of a petition to Parliament; 


which being read, The order of the day was moved upon it.“ 


Monday, 2d December 1793. Firſt. Year Britiſh Conventiin, 
Twelfth Day's Sitting. 


Citizens „* in the chair, and Citizens * and * * * affiftants at 
the table. | 


& Citizen Skirving inſiſted that all the Members, both of the 
Convention and Primary Societies, ſhould ſubſcribe a folemu league 
and covenant.”” | 

Citizen Gerald pled for liberty of ſentiment ; and compared 
the people and their enemies, to the worſhippers of the true (od 
and of Baal. He afterwards read ſome paragraphs from tlie Edin- 
burgh Herald, with ſuitable comments; and compared the Conit- 
tution of 1688 to a dead horſe. He ſhewed the infipidity of the 
title Gentleman,“ and the propriety of the term “ Citizen; 
_ remarked the impropricty of the mode of promulgating our laws, 
bp reſtricting them to be ſold by one printer, and publiſked in the 


Saxon character, which few can read.” 


& Citizen Skirving alſo pled for the motion, and inſiſted that it, 


uuns proper, on all occaſione, take the opinion of the Primary 


Socicties, and confiderer 1s Convention as only a Committee of the 
People.” 5 8 
& Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the motion. The appro- 


bation given by the many thouſands of their conſtituents in London, 
Shefrield, Norwich, Leeds, &c.”? : 

„The motion being agreed to, with one difſentient voice, who 
afterwards acceded, Citizen * read a ſpirited advertiſement from 
the Nottingham Society, inſerted in a Sheffield newſpaper.” 

A motion made by Citizen ***, and ſeconded by Citizen 
That the Convention ſhall paſs ſome reſolutions reſpecting the late 
unprecedented and unwarrantable infringements on the freedom of 
the preſs, particularly the arbitrary ſentence of Judge Wilſon again 
Mr. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt's 
plan of Reform.” : ; 

« Citizens * and * moved, That this Convention take 
under conſideration whether (after the contemptible manner in 
which the late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were treated 
they ſhall again petition for Reform, or at what period they ſhould 
recommend the ſame to their conſtituents.” 


* * * 
5 


At the thirteenth Day's Sitting. 
Citizen“ **, of Sheffield, produced a commiſſion from the Leeds 
Conſtitutional Society, appointing him their Delegate ; which was 


The 


approven of by the Convention. 
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The minutes of the fourteenth day's fitting are begun and eu- 
tered thus: 


Edinburgh, 4th November 1 793. 
& Fourteenth Sitting of the B. Convention,” 
In the above, November is, by miſtake, inſerted in place of December. 


« Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to the effect, 
That the moment of the illegal diſperſion of the preſent Conven- 
tion be conſidered as our ſummons to repair to the place of meeting 
appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the Secret Com- 
mittee ; and that the ſame motion be conſidered this evening. 

« The Convention then heard the only two motions on their 
table read, which regarded the ſame matter; and it being objected 
to, that the buſineſs of theſe motions was to be taken up to-mor- 
row evering, after ſome converſation, it was carried by a vote of the 
Houſe to delay further conſideration till to-morrow evening. Mr. 
Margarot being prepared to bring forward his motion above-men= 
tioned, the ſame was taken under conſideration, and was as follows: 

% Moved, That the moment of any illegal diſperſion of the Bri- 
tih Convention ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to the Delegates 
to repair to the place of meeting appointed. for the Convention of 
Emergency by the Secret Committee; and that the Secret Com- 


mittee be inſtructed to proceed, without delay, to fix the place of 


meeting. | | 
“The Convention, having confidered the motion fully, unant- 
mouſly reſolved the ſame, and appointed the Secret Committee to 


proceed as directed. ö 


A Delegate from Glaſgow preſented to the ſections, during the 
litting of this Convention, a motion of the following tenor; viz. 

The delegation from Glaſgow moves, that the Convention take 
into their conſideration the nature and extent of a reſolution adopted 
by their conſtituents, and by moſt of the other Societies in Scotland, 
and afterwards ratified and approved of the General Convention 
held at Edinburgh in December 1792, the import of which was, 
that if any Member of their Society aſſociated for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform ſhould, while in the legal proſe- 
oution of that object, be oppreſſed or perſecuted by the arm of 
power, they ſhould not only meet wvith the afſitance of the Society 10 
wo they belong, but alſo by the united efforts of all their brethren in 

cob land. 

Since the above period, however, we are ſorry to ſay, ſeveral of 
our Members have been perſecuted, and that in a moſt wanton man- 
ner, and the above reſolution (which, if duly put in force would, we 
humbly apprehend, have the happy effect of emboldening thoſe who 

ae already come forward, and of encouraging others who have 
not yet taken any active part, to unite their efforts in the general 
cue) has never yet been attended to. n 

| | e 
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We therefore humbly move, That the Convention take into con- 


ſideration the above particulars, and conſider what meaſures may be 28 
molt conducive towards the performance of the obligation ve lie under, | grits 
in conſequence of that reſolution, and thereby ſhew to the world that ts 735 B, 
are not unmindful of thoſe who have already ſuffered, or may in future Univer 
ſuffer in their country's cauſe. 5 | d 
By order of the Delegation, 
828 2 ®@ | 

Edinburgh, October zoth, 1793. | Copyof 
No. I 1. Cit 

; | 5 Wer 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Margarot to the Norwich Socittich, | another 
dated Edinburgh, 24th November 1793. | mittee, 

| | turn it 

'YOU know that at our arrival here we found that the Con- doubted] 
vention had, after ſitting four days, adjourned, and the Delegates Wai n 
were all gone back to their reſpective habitations, without proceed - who, by 
ing any farther in the buſineſs of Reform, than ſimply agreeing tha: late of; 
nothing ſhort of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments would , 1. 
ſatisfy. them, and on that ground propoſing not to ſend any petition | 10 ae 
to the King or to the Parliament, leſt by ſo doing the enemies of W 
Reform might be tempted to counteract their wiſh, and exert them- hw 12 
ſelves to prevent a peace; but at the ſame time it was recommended £. the . 
by the Convention, that all friends to Reform ſhould ſign any pe- hand wb 
tition for peace, which might originate in another quarter. We farce with 
foon prevailed on the Edinburgh Committee to recal the adjourned | ing the ex 
Convention; the Country Societies, informed that England meant 8p aner; 
to take a ſerious part in the great cauſe, ſent back all their former Norrie 4 
Delegates, and ſeveral of them who had not ſent Delegates to the the fads 
prior Convention, have ſent ſome to this one. On Tueſday the ryth | cat be gal 
inſtant the Convention opened. The number of Delegates amoutited 1 1 0 5+ 
to 180 ; ſome of them came even from ſo far as Cromartie; the re- Ciciety wvit 
ception we experienced was highly flattering ; we mutually gare proſpeR, ] 
and received encouragement and animation. I ſhall not at preſent | and this e: 
attempt to give you a minute detail of what has ſince paſſed, be· and by viſit 
cauſe the minutes are to be printed, and then I will not fail ſending | Edinburgh 
you a few eopies of them, and will, I hope, be able at my return to | theirs thn 
come to Norwich, and give you an accurate verbal account of every and let us 
tranſaction; mean time, if you have any inſtructions to give me, The Con 
ſend them without delay, otherwiſe I ſhall act for you comformably week w 
to thoſe laid down by the London Correſponding Society, a cop] ll ,, every frie 
of which you doubtleſs have received from them. 'The of onions f at preſent, « 
have begun by 8 a ſet of rules for the organization of the That ſhot 
preſent and even future Conventions; next we eſtabliſhed a Com- fon of the 
mittee of Union between the two nations, a Committee of Finance, | "Ra: 5 
and a Committee to take into conſideration the protecting or _— f the Delegates 
bliſhing a patriotic newſpaper. And on Saturday laſt we pane 1 . choinfne 
proviſory decree of union, the whole Convention, ſtanding _— | o Deleg 
; | 91. IV. 
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hand, ſolemnly pledged themſelves to each other to renounce all na- 
tional diſtinctions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until the 


reat end is obtained, and at the ſame time we aſſumed the title of 


The Britiſh Con vention of Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain 


Univerſal Suffrage, and Annual Parliaments. 


| | No. 12. | 
Copy of a Letter from Meffre. Gerald aud Margaret to the Secre- 
tary of the London Correſponding Society. | 


Citizen — Edinburgh, 'Tueſday, December 2d, 1793. 
We received laſt night a letter ſigned by you, but written by 
another perſon, acquainting us with the determination of the Com- 
mittee, “ that at the adjournment of the Convention we ſhould re- 
« turn immediately to London.” This determination we will un- 
doubtedly conform unto, unleſs it be (as we hope and truſt it will) 


contradicted in your next; for, if the Committee abides by it, we, 


who, by being on the ſpot, and thoroughly acquainted with the 
ſlate of the country, can judge with certainty thereon, do aſſure 
E that our immediate return to London will be attended with very 
ad conſequences, for at preſent all the Country Societies look up to 


us to come among them to enliven, to encourage them, to convince them 
Ly our preſence, that we exiſt, that we have been ſent from England 


for the purpoſes of Union und Reform, and that the time is near at 

hand i a. fuch Reform muſt take place. Nothing, dear friends, muſt 
force us from Scotland at preſent but the abſolute impoſſibility of bear- 
ing the expences attending our miſſion, and thoſe expences may be 
ſomewhat leſſened by recalling one of us, and leaving the other ;. our 
Norwich friends may likewiſe bear a part of them; ſo that, unleſs 
the funds of the Society are very low indeed, no excule for recal 


can be valid, unleſs founded on fear ; and that we muſt remind you 


is our concern, not yours. While, therefore, the idea of uniting our 
Saciety with the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a pleaſing 
proſpect, let us do every thing in our power to cement that union g 
and this can only be done by a longer reſidence in the county, 
and by viſiting the ſeveral Societies which have ſent Delegates to 
Edinburgh, and would think themſelves ill uſed if we did not take 
their town in our way. Conſider of it therefore, we beſeech you, 
and let us have your anſwer immediately. = | | 
The Convention proceed with great ſpirit. We fit daily; and 
alt week we came to a reſolution which we fancy will give pleaſure 
la every friend to Reform ; as the minutes are to be printed, we will, 
at preſent, only give you the leads of it; viz. E 
— That ſhould any attempt be made by Government for the ſuſpen- 
don of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the introduction of a Convention 
Bill, or the-landing of foreign troops in Great Britaia or Ireland, 
the Delegates are immediately to aſſemble in Convention at a certain place, 
the ochun mens of which is left with @ Secret Committee. That when 
even Delegates ſhall be thus aſſembl:d, they ſhall declare them» 
Vor. IV. e & | ſelves 
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ſelves permanent; and when their number amounts to twenty-one 
they ſhall proceed to buſineſs. Thus you ſee we are providing 
againſt what may happen. TY 

Citizen Gerald'e health is ſo far recovered as not to prevent him 
from fully attending his duty. We cannot ſay as much of Citizen 
Sinclair, from the Bociety for Conſtitutional Information; he has 
been confined to his bed ever ſince Saturday by a violent fever and 


ſore throat ; he is ſomewhat better this morning. He is a valuable 


young man; and, ſhould he die, his loſs would be ſeverely felt; 
not indeed by his conſtituents, who have baſely abandoned him, but 
by all the friends of freedom. He is a Member of our Society, and 
we recommend him to your notice. 

You will before this have received our laſt of the 26th inſtant, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of your letter of the 23d, together with a 
remittance of Z12: 126. Our time is fo conſtantly employed that 


we find it abſolutely impoſſible as yet to write to you more than 
once a week, and even that on no fixed day: Eighteen hours out of 
the four and twenty are devoted to public buſineſs, and you may 


reſt aſſured they are not miſpent. We are happy to hear that 


you go on as well in the South as we do in the North.—Letters | 


convey but very imperfetly, and with no great degree of ſafety, aul ut 
wwe might wiſh to inform each other of,—Y ou have done us a material 
injury by neglecting to ſend us a parcel of our publications, and a 


number of copies of 'The Jurymen's Right, pray do not delay them } 


any longer, and among them ſome of the Letters to Dundas. We 
ſent you an Edinburgh Gazetteer laſt week, we will ſend you ano- 


ther to-morrow : You will therein ſee part of what has paſſed in the | 


* 


Convention. 
We remain, 
Moſt ſincerely, | 
Your Fellow Labourers in the Cauſe of Reform, 
JOSEPH GERALD, Delegate. 
Mee. MARGAR OT, Delegate. 


M. M. would be glad to receive a line from T. H. about private bu- 


ſineſs of his own. | 


No. 13. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. M argarot to the Secretary of the Londin | 


Correſponding Society. 


Fellow Citizen, 


tizen Martin, in order that he may proceed thereupon immediately. 


You will already have had confuſed accounts of what has taken 
place here for the laſt four days; but on Tueſday next the Edin- | 
burgh Gazetteer ſhall (if deſpotiſm permit) give you a complete de. 
tail of every thing. The Society will thereby be able to ys 


| | Edinburgh, 8th December 1793: 1 
We deſire that a copy of the incloſed papers be kept by the So- 
ciety, and that another copy of them be delivered, without delay, to Ci. 
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rhat an arrival in Scotland has been productive of great advantage 
to the cauſe, and at the ſame time has given great alarm to our 
enemies. We are very much ſurpriſed at the remiſſneſs of the So- 
ciety; while we are expoſing our life and liberty, while we are de- 
voting our time and our exertions to their ſervice, while we are in- 
curring numberleſs expences, and affronting dangers that would 
ſtagger the moſt hardy of them, while we are doing all this, we are 
moreover obliged to remind them of it, and that ſupplies are now be- 
come more neceſſary than ever ; ſurely the pecuniary exertions of any 
individual ia the Society, can never be compared to our endeavours Ho- 
noured with their confidence, we find ourſelves happy in being placed 
in the front of the battle; but let them remember that our fſacri- 
ficing ourſelves will be of little uſe, unleſs they afford us a proper ſup- 
port, and that moſt immediately. Not daring any longer to truſt 
to the poſt, we ſend you all theſe papers in a parcel. You will be 
ſo good as to make us acquainted with their ſafe arrival Gerald 
wiſhes to get to London as ſoon as poſſible, he will communicate 
that which cannot be ſo fully expreſſed by letter; you may 
conſider this as a private letter, but you may read ſuch parts 
of it as you think proper to any Member of the Society, eſpecially 
where it may be productive of good. —You will ſee by the incloſed 
papers, that power has proceeded in a moſt arbitrary manner, almoſt 
all the prominent characters in the Convention have been, or are to 
be apprehended and examined—Lord Daer will, we believe, meet 
with no greater favour than ourſelves ; we underſtand that there is 
a warrant out againſt him. As an account of what has happened 
to us would exceed the bounds of a letter, we will only juſt give you 
a ſketch of it, by way of journal, referring you, as we ſaid before, 
to next Tueſday's Gazetteer, 5 | 
| 5 Thurſday Morning, at 7 o'clock. 
A Sheriff's officer, followed by five other men, entered our bed 
room, informed us he had a warrant (which however he refuſed to 
ſhew) for apprehending us, and ſeizing our papers; we remained 
confined all day, at night we were examined and admitted to bail, 
cach in the ſum of 2,000 merks. | . 
| 7 Friday. Morning, 9 o'clock. 
We were ſent for again without a warrant, for the purpoſe of be- 
ing preſent at the opening of a ſmall trunk, containing our papers ; 
but M. M. proteſting againſt the illegality of the whole of the pro- 
ceedings, and refuſing to give up the key, the Sheriff Subſtitute and 
the Procurator Fiſcal dared to proceed no farther in the buſineſs. 


Saturday Morning, g o'clock. 


Two meſſengers came again into our room, with Gerald ; they 
leſt a ſummons to appear at 10 o'clock, with M. M. They left 
nothing but a requeſt to accompany Gerald to the office; yet, when 
arrived there, he found that a warrant was iſſued againſt him, for 
the purpoſe of detaining him a priſoner, while the box was — 

Eo | an 
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and the papers examined. M. M. {till perſiſting in his refuſal, the 


key was forced from him, the trunk was opened, the papers exa- 
mined, and partly reſtored ; the other part was kept, and a declar- 
ation drawn up, which he was required to ſign, but refuſed, pro- 
teſting againſt the whole of the bulineſs, —Gerald, however, ſigned 
what was drawn up in his name, and we were once more liberated ; 

and fince then, now already 24-hours, no further perſecution has been 
commenced againſt us. But while we, as individuals, were thus 
haraſſed (Thurſday) the whole Convention were equally ill uſed.— 
Many of them were taken into cuſtody; and when the remainder met, 


as uſual, the Provoſt, attended by his myrmidons, went, and, after 


pulling of Sheffield, out of the chair, ordered the Con- 
vention to diſperſe, and informed them that he would allow no ſuch 
meeting in future. { Friday) The next day, the Convention having 
agreed to meet at another place, out of the juriſdiction of the Pro- 
voſt, we had not been long aſſembled, before the Sheriff, with his 


myrmidons, appeared among us, and commanded us to depart, after 


having aſked whether that meeting was the Britiſh- Convention, and 


being anſwered in the affirmative. He next inquired who was the 


Preſident ; upon which M. M. having openly aſked and obtained 
leave of the Convention, placed himſelf in the chair; informed the 
Sheriff, that he, M. M. was the Preſident of the Britiſh Convention, 
and that he would not break up the meeting, unleſs unconſtitut ionally 
forced thereuto, by the Sheriff's pulling him out of the chair: which 
the latter (after ſome little heſitation) having - complied with, the 
ex-preſident (Gerald) was alſo put into the chair, which he would 
not leave but by being pulled out; adjourned the Convention to the 
place where it was to become permanent in its ſittings ; and having 
called upon his colleague, Gerald, for to cloſe the meeting with 
prayer, the company departed peaceable, but not without various 
reflections on the proceedings, and thoſe reffections not confined 


merely to the Members of the Convention, but coming alſo from 


the crowd without doors, and even from the attending Conſtables. 
The next day a proclamation was iſſued by the Provoſt, forbidding 


all aſſembling within the limits of his juriſdiction. We know not 


what will happen; but we venture to predict, that all this perſc- 
cution will increaſe rather than diminiſh the ardour of the people 
for Reform. The Country Societies, hearing of this, are hourly 


pouring in freſh Delegates, Want of paper forbids my writing | 


any more. 5 | 
| Adieu! Yours, 


M. M. 
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+ APPENDIX G. 


Extra? from the Evidence taken on the 22d of May 1794, before 
the Privy Council. Fs 


THOMAS THOMPSON, Eſq. Member for Eveſham, attend- 


ing their Lordſhips, was called in, and aſked, If he was a Mem- 
ber of the Conſtitutional Society? to which he anſwered, That he 
was, | 
| Extracts from his Evidence. 


9, How long have you been a Member of this Society? 

A. I cannot exactly recollect, but think about laſt Chriſtmas. 

9, Did you attend the meetings of the Socicty regularly ? 

A. When I was in town L did. | 

9, Was you preſent on the 28th of March, when a letter was 
read from the London Correſponding Society, of the 27th of March, 
with certain reſolutions [which were ſhewn to Mr. Thompſon in the 
boob] incloſed, and a reſolution and order thereupon made by the 
Conſtitutional Society? | ? 

A. I was. | | 

9, Were you preſent at a meeting of 4th April, when a reſolu- 


tion was made reſpecting the appointment of Delegates to confer, &c.? 


A, I do, upon conſideration, recollect it but I oppoſed the ap- 
pointment of a Convention.—Another perſon and I decidedly and 
loudly oppoſed it, and went away, underſtanding that it had paſſed 
in the negative I oppoſed it on the grounds of its being a bad and 
improper mode of proceeding—and that it would be better to pre- 
ent a petition to Parliament—I do not recolle& that any other 


perſon beſides myſelf and the perſon already named oppoſed this 


propoſition. _ þ 

3, you recolleQ, then, being preſent upon the 4th of April? 

A. Yes. 1 

9, Do you remember a deputation being appointed to confer 
wich the London Correſponding Societies? | 

4. I do remember an agreement to appoint a Delegation; but 
do not recolle& the names of the perſous of whom that Delega- 
tion was to conſiſt. 5 8 | | 

9, Do you recolle& the ſubſequent reſolution for appointing a 
Committee of Correſpondence ? | 

A. I do not recolle& it; but rather think I went away before it 


| paſſed —] uſually left the Society before it broke up, as I flept in 


the country, and of courſe many reſolutions were paſſed after I 
vent away, : 


9. Do you think it right to ſtate what you particularly recolle& 


of the reſolutian reſpecting the appointment of a Convention? 
4. I recollect the oppoſing it, with the perſon already nzmed ; 


ad I recolle& it was carried in the negative. 
Is 
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D. Is it entered on the books of the Society, that the motion It is f 
for appoiating a Convention was negatived? requeſt a 
A. I do not know ; but it certainly was carried in the negatize ſay he w 
II recolle& leaving the Society with a firm conviction that it had Ik is f 
been negatived ; and J have ſince talked with the perſon already printed r 
named on the ſubject, who underſtood fo, as well as myſelf. He didn 
Q, Can you ſtate the name of any perſon who oppoſed the ab.“ had neve 
pointment of a Convention, except yourſelf and the perſon uu neral at t 
have named? _ | | | And a 
Al. I cannot—that perſon was againſt it from the firſt mention meeting | 
of ſuch an idca. WT e once, wit 
©. Was there any debate upon it? ciety. 
A. There was. . Wither 
9. Do you recollect the names of any of the perſons who ſpoke were dran 
for the appointment of a Convention ? . drink the 
A. I do not—there was a good deal of confuſion, ſhewn the 
2: Did you ever ſee the printed reſolutions of the Society? rery aſa! 
A. I do not recolle& that I did. Mr. TI 
Q. Have you any reaſon to believe that the reſolution againſt If ther, 
the appointment of a Converition was reduced to writing? | that jounec 
A. Probably it was: I made a memorandum of it, as I took mi. | canno 
nutes myſelf; I always did ſo for my own ſatisfaction, and to refer tion was n 
to upon occaſion Ihe memorandum I made on this occaſion, flated When a 
particularly that it had been carried that no Convention ſhould take thoſe toaſt 
place, I was always decidedly againſt Delegates being ſent from te. From t! 
different Societies and towns. I took minutes even of what paſſed Thompſon 
at the meetings of the Friends of the People, though I think them the toaſts 
very ſafe perſons. | | | Do you 
2. Have you any one of theſe memorandums? | during the 
A. I have not—T have looked for them, and could not find one Convent 
They were upon ſcraps of paper; and not thinking them of im- do not 
portance, I did not preſerve them. i : Have yc 
D. As you oppoicd the formation of a Convention, what did you uch a deb: 


conceiut the Convention was to do if it did meet? © vention”? 


4, 1 oppoſed a Convention, having ſeen the evils of it in other and an Eng 
places and not thinking it the beſt means of obtaining the object I do not. 
in view. | 1 

Mr. Thompſon having attended the Committee of Secrecy ap- 
pointed by the Houſe, his evidence before the Privy Council was! 
read to him; and he was aſked, If he wiſhed to ſtate any thing in A 
explanation of that evidence ? | : 8 

Mr. Thompſon deſired to explain and alter it; and obſerved, that Upyof L. 
in the account given of his evidence before the Council, he is tated 1 WR Wag 
to have ſaid, that at the meeting on the 4th of April he does not 7 
recollect any other perſon beſides the perſon he mentioned to the Fellow 
Privy Council, and himſcli, oppoſed the propoſition for a Conventiouj AM agai 
he now begs to ſay, that he meant to ſay, that he does not re“ of our 8 
collect what other perſons, beſides himſelf and the perſon belote the 3d inſt, 


alluded to, oppoſed that propoſition. | ie] Itiends'as 1 
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It is ſtated in the evidence, that Mr. Tooke, figned the letter to 
requeſt 2 contribution for Mr, Skirving, Mr. Thompſon meant to 
ſay he was to ſign the letter, as Chairman of the evening. 

It is Rated in the evidence, that he was aſked, If he ever ſaw the 
printed reſolntions of the Society? To which he is ſtated to anſwer, 
He did not recollect he did: Mr. Thompſon defires to ſay, that he 
had never ſeen before the book ſhewn to him by the Attorney Ge- 
neral at the time that queſtion was put to him. 

And as to the laſt queſtion, Whether he had ever attended any 

meeting ſince the 2d of May? he begged now to ſay, that he went 
once, with an 1;lea of taking lis name out of the books of the So- 
ciety. ; 
With reſpect to Mr. Thompſon being preſent when the toaſls 
were drank ; he begged to ſay he certainly was, but that he did not 
drink them all, being unwell, and the wine being bad.—On being 
ſhewn the toaſts at the Council, he faid, he thought ſome of them 
rery abſurd, 5 : 

Mr. Thompſon was then aſſced by the Committee, 

If there was any individual, beſides the perſon. before alluded to, 
that joined you in oppoſition to the propotition for a Convention? 

[ cannot recollect ; but there mult have been ſeveral, as the queſ- 


tion was negatived. . 
When and where did Mr. Thompſon firſt ſee or hear the lift of 


thoſe toaſts? | | | 
From the Attorney General in the Privy Council Room. Mr. 
Thompſon was not preſent at any meeting. of the Stewards when 
the toaſts were drawn up, previous to the dinner. 
Do you recollect Mr. Sharpe being preſent on the 1 1th of April, 
during the debate on a propoſed reſolution containing the word 
Convention?“ . | 


I do not. | 
Have you any recollection of Mr. Horne Tooke, in the courſe of 


ſuch a debate, remarking, that the debate about the word Can- 
* vention”? was all nonſenſe ; it was only between a Latin word 
and an Engliſh one? 

I do not. 
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" APPENDIX H. 


Lopy of a Letter from the Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
| tion to the London Correſponding Society. x | 


Fellow Citizens, Brifte!, 28th January 1794. 
AR again authoriſed to write to you, ſignifying the gratitude 
of our Society for your ſecond epiſtle, which came to my hands 
the 3d inſt, After reading its contents, I collected as many of our, 
Itiends as I conveniently could that evening; we read, we bluſhed, 
| we 
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we took courage; we did more, for we reſolved on re · aſſembling, a 
we had appointed prior to the determination we announced in our 
laſt. We intend publiſhing an addreſs, or ſomething declaratory of 
our ſentiments, with all convenient ſpeed; as ſoon as this is effected, 
we ſhall ſend a copy or copies to you. From The Courier and 
Evening Gazette, we have had information of the trial of Mr. Mar. 
garot, and his ſentence to 14 years tranſportation. We are by no 
means at a loſs in forming a judgment of the noble cauſe in which 
he with others are n an”, nor would we be frightened at ſuch ſen- 
tences. You ſee, Citizens, your ſecond epiſtle has quickened our 


courage, and vivified our patriotiſm, and rouſed us to reſolution; 


and more, our number is now conſiderably increaſed ; perhaps your 
third epiſtle may do greater things ftill ; we are ſenſible 'tis a noble, 
tis a virtuous, tis a godlike and immortal cauſe in which we are 
now mutually embarked ; and though for parts our effort can be 


but a feeble one, yet the cauſe we eſpouſe is mighty, is energetic; | 


it will finally prevail and proſper: It 1s our firm non, could we 
but arouſe them, that patriots would become nearly the majority of 


our city. We expected to have had the dozen of The Engliſhmen's } 
Rights, which you mentioned in your firſt epiſtle; hope you will 
N ts | 


fend them ſpeedily. | | | 
We are, Fellow Citizens, 
Yours ſincerely, 


The Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional 


Information, &c. 


At a General M, eeting of the Delegates of the United Societies at | 


* Norwich, held 24th Feb. 17943 


It was unanimouſly reſolved, That one og more Delegates ſtall 
ec be ſent to the next General Convention, ſoon as called for by our 


« London Correſpondents.” . 


Copy of a Letter from the Briſtol Conflitutional Society to the Secres | 


tary of the London Correſponding Society. 


Fellow Citizen, 


and many ftrong 3 to combat. We laid open to you our 


real ſituation; we told you our determination to addreſs the Public; 
and aſſured you of our unalterable perſeverance in the glorious cauſe 
of freedom. This perſeverance, however, aud theſe exertions of an 
individual Society, can but little avail, if the Societies in the differ. 

1 are in themſelves diſunited, or do not ws | 
and aſſiſt each other, agreeable to the principles of philanthropy aad 


fraternity which they ſo warmly profeis. Under this idea, we . a 
ety 


not 


ent parts of the 


ceive ourſelves treated with a degree of inciviſin, by your Soc! 


I | 180 


Briſtol, 24th April 1794. | 
Vou may be ſenſible, from our laſt communication, that in the 
infancy of our patriotic efforts we had many difficulties to overcome, | 
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not anſwering our laſt letters; the reaſons may be good. At pre- 
ſent we are candid enough to confeſs, that the circumſtance does not 

ear to us in the moſt favourable point of view. Our Addreſs, 
of which we ſend you a few copies, we find to have a good effect, 
and is likely to beget us the aſſiſtance of many friends, while our 
| enemies e, there is ſomething very fair and reaſonable in 
the production. 1 is is an abſolute victory; and we have reaſon 
to congratulate ourſelves on the proſpect of ſucceſs it opens to us. 
With a mixture of pain and pleaſure, we ſaw an account of your 
alt General Meeting; we lament that the ffrong hand of deſpoti/m 
| ſhould fo often interfere to prevent the aſſertion of the rights of the 
eople, while we rejoice in your manly Conſtitutional perſeverance, 
and applaud and approve your reſolution of forming another General 
Convention + Our increaſing numbers give-us every reaſonable hope of 
ſoon being able more 8 to co-operate with you ; while, for the 
reaſons formerly ſtated, we cannot yet make a poſitive promiſe on 
that head. We hope for an immediate anſwer. Favour us with. 
your opinion &f our addreſs, and tranſmit a ſketch of your plan re- 
ſpecting the General Convention. 5 1 
By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by the 
Briſtol Conſtitutional Society. 


Copy of a Letter from Newcaſtle to the Secretary of the London 
| Correſponding Society. 


Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 24th April 1794. 


By defire of a number of friends to a radical Reform in the Con- 
ſtution here, I make free to trouble you. We live in a place where 
an Ariſtocrat magiſtracy endeavours to ſtop the genial and benign 
ſpirit of national liberty from ſpreading, notwithſtanding a very great 
number are found here that dare aſſert the natural and nnalienable 
nights of Man, and bear their teſtimony againſt the tyrannical 
encroachments of aſſumed power on thoſe rights; a . number 
have formed themſelves into Societies, and meet weekly, admitting 
none but knowon friends ; and have aſſumed no name but that of Newſpaper 
Companies ; theſe were in great ſpirits while the Britiſh Convention 
continued to aft But after their ſuppreſſion a damp was caft on the 
waole,—Subſcriptions were ready to be ſent off the very night they 
vere ſuppreſſed, and the Gazetteer topped, which has ſince been 
remitted to London, for the uſe of the perſecuted worthies, Muir 
ad Palmer. Being charmed with your maſterly and bold approbation 
of the conduct of your Delegates and noble Mariyrs for truth, Margarot 
ud Gerald, and find your name ſigned Secretary to the Correſpond- 
ng Society, we wiſh to copy your example ; and beg, if you think 
8 worth your notice, give us your views and intentions as ſoon as 
convenient, which, I hope, will be a means to ſtimulate and increaſe 
our numbers. Left this ſhould not come to you, as I have an un- 
tertain 3 F forbear W you more at preſent, in hopes 

1. IV. . N 
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of 0. favoured with your future correſpondence.— Farewell 
hoping the hydra of tyranny and impoſition ſhall ſoon fall under the guille. | 


tine of truth and reaſon. I 
8 Tour's, with all due reſpect, &c, 
Copy F a Letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Norwich i the 
Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 


Citizen ***, 


domineering Ariſtocracy, who, notwithſtanding their great bluſter, 


are but chicken-hearted ;—Witneſs our Norfolk Quixotes, who, | 
after being completely foiled at the County Meeting, were deter. 


mined to ſubſcribe to ſupport an armed Ariftocracy : But, pray, tel 
it not in the metropolis, that a noble Marquis ſubſcribed no more than 
200, and another high- penſioned Lord but (100; an Alderman 


and leader, and very fierce for Church and King, the enormous ſum } 
of £20: Theſe are the men who are ready to ſpend their lives and 


fortunes ;—but enough of ſuch privileged beings! Ve ſhould be 


glad to know whether the Friends of the People conſent to a Con- } 


vention, and whether they will take an active part. 


Pleaſe to accept of a few of our bills. We ſhould eſteem it a fa- 


your that you would ſend ys a few of your late declarations. 


. &. Many of our friends are fully convinced of the neceſſity, | 
legality, and rationality of a Convention; But, Query, Whe- } 


ther the time be expedient ? 


5 Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſpmding 


Society to Newcaſtle, 


Citizen, 1ſt May 1794. 


It is with pleaſure the London Correſponding Sccicty hear that 

a Society on a ſimilar plan, and with the ſame pa'riotic olieci, in vic", | 
is likely to be eſtabliſned at Newcaſtle upon Tyne If ever a cilis ] 
arrived that required the exertions of the peoplꝭ to ſtop the torrent 
of corruption, infamy, and deſpotiſm, that ſeems likely to overwhelm I 
them, it is the preſeat—1m God's name then, let us uſe theſe exer- 
tions. We are called upon by every thing that is dear to us, 8] 
men and as chriſtians. Ihe cauſe of truth and liberty mutt finally be 
omnipotent; therefore doubt not that the glorious reign of liberij ad 
equality will ere long be eſtabliſhed, and modern governments, arch 
every appendage of wickedneſs and corruption, will flee in time from their 
enial influence, as beaſts of prey to their dens of mpine and Jarknels 
13 the riſing ſun. The London Correſponding Society have be. 
held with indignation the rapid advances of deſpotiſm in Britcin, and 
ae. ready cordially to unite with very other Society in the 15ree kingdoms, 

| tb have for their object a full and effefiual Repreſentation of the Pic | 


tl 


Norwich Societies, 29th April 1994. 
It is with great ſatisfaction we view-the manly conduct of you | 
and your colleagues, eſpecially when, ſurrounded as you are, by a | 
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; they therefore have deputed fix 75 their Members to meet fix Mem- 
oh of the Society for Con itational Information, to form a Committee of 
Correſpondente and Conoperation s this Commutee meets regularly twice a 
week at No. 2, Beaufort-Buildings, Strand, where any Member deles 
gated by your. Society will meet with every information required —We 
incloſe you a few of our reſolutions, entered into at -our General 
Meeting on the 14th of April, which will be ſufficiently explanatory 
of our ſentiments and views. We heartily unite with you in wiſhing 
that the hydra of tyranny and impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine . 
of truth and reaſon, | a ; 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conſlitutional Society at 
Sheffield, to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 


Friend and Fellow Citizen, Sheffield, May 11th, 1794. 
The Friends of Peace and Reform in Halifax having held n Ge- 


. neral Public Meeting in the open air, on Monday, April 2 1ſt, 1794, 


at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, 
Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood, the Friends of Freedom, 
after the meeting, agreed to hold a General ung Ag Delegates 
at Briſtol, in order to conſider on the meaſures to be adopted by 
them preparatory to a General Convention. After which our worthy 
friend, Citizen of Halifax, being ordered to Sheffield to 
get the proceedings of the Meeting printed, and conſult with us 
upon the ſubject, they were adviſed by us to defer at preſent tlie 
meeting of Delegates, until further information from you on that ſub- 
Wor ordered, at our laſt Committee Meeting, to 
write to you, requeſting the favour of as early intelligence as poſſi- 
ble oh that important buſineſs. We are not in the leaſt intimidated 
in Sheffield, as we can call and hold a Public Meeting whenever cir- 
cumſtances render the ſame neceſſary ; beſides, in the houſe where I 
reſide, we have a large commodious room, where the Society can 
peaceably meet in rotation. 42 | 
VBy order of the Committee, 
„5 + *** Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENT 
' SECOND REPORT 
ant | . : | _ 
- The COMMITTEE of SECRECY of it: 
HouskE of Commons. 


INE the Second Report of the Committee was preſented to 
0 the Houſe, a letter has been received by the Chairman of the 
Committee from Mr. Grey, a Member of this Houſe, and one of 
the Members of the Society of the Friends of the People, on the | 
ſubject of the correſpondence between that Society and the Scotch 


Convention. 


From one of the encloſures tranſmitted by Mr. Grey, it appears 
that the letters of the Secretary of the Friends of the People, dated 
the 23d July and 29th October, which are referred to in the Second 
Report, were written without any authority from the Society, or } 
from any Committee of the Society, and are conſidered by him as | 
only private and perſonal communications from himſelf : Although } 


this circumſtance did not diſtinctly appear on the face of the letters, 


there is nothing in the manner in which they are referred to by your 
Committee inconſiſtent with ir ; and although your Committee, on | 
examining theſe papers, find nothing in their former ſtatement er- 
roneous ; yet, being defirous of putting the Houſe fully in poſſeſſion 
of all the additional information which they have received on this ſub- 
Je, they have thought that the moſt ſatisfactory way of doing fo, is 
to ſubjoin the papers communicated by Mr. Grey, without any com- 


ment on the obſervations and reaſoning therein contained. 
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SER. Chapel Street, June 14th. 


'PON :eeing, in the Second Report of the Secret Committee, 


the Society of the Friends of the People introduced as acting 
in concert and correſpondence with the Scotch Convention, I thought 
it neceſſary to make immediate enquiry. of the Secretary, as to the 
circumſtances of any communication that might have paſſed between 
them, The reſult of that enquiry, which I defired him to ſtate to 
me by letter, I have now the honour of incloſing to you, in order 
that you may have an opportunity, if you think it material to do fo, 
of correcting what appears to me to be an erroneous ſtatement in 
the Report of the Committee. I have alſo incloſed a printed copy 
of the proceedings of the Scotch Convention, previous to the time 
of the only communication ever made by them to the Friends of the 
People, in December 1792, that it may be ſeen to what the vote 
ef thanks, inſerted in the Report, really referred. | 144 
„ I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, ; 
55 | „e. Ge. 


* 


The Rt. honble. Wm. Pitt. 
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APPENDIX, No. 2. 


bye " 4x5 Street, Soho; Wedneſday evening, June 11th, 1794. 
IN compliance. with your defire'of being accurately informed what: 

correſpondence the Friends of the People in London have had 
with the Convention in Scotland, or with Mr. Skirving, its Secre - 
tary, I ſend you the following particulars; whieh contain not only 
the ſubſtance of the communications with the Society, but alſo of 
thoſe I have perſonally made, and of the whole ſubject, as far as it 
as come within my knowledge. 5 | 

The firſt Convention at Edinburgh, in favour of Parliamentary 
\clorm, canfifted excluſively of delegates from the different Socie- 
ics of the Friends of the People in Scotland. By their minutes 
1 1 25 they 
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they appear to have declined communicating with any Socie 
which did not take that title. They firſt met on the 11th of De. 


cember 1792, and ſat only three days. Their name of Convention? 
was familiar to meetings in Scotland; and they ſtated the object of 


their inſtitution to have been to conſolidate the common ſtrength of 
the Friends of Reform in that part of the country; which is the 


very ſame reaſon given for the eſtabliſhment of a ſimilar body, for 


a ſimilar purpoſe, in London, in 1580. 
In their laſt fitting, on the 13th of December, they voted that 
certain reſolutions ſhould be ſent to the Friends of the People in 


London; which, together with the letter incloſing them, I here. | 
with tranſmit. This was the only communication made from that 


body. The anſwer to it ſtated, that by ſome accident the reſolu- 
tions mentioned in the letter were not incloſed ; but that the Society 
had ſeen them in the newſpapers : It alſo aſſured them of the appro- 


bation and concurrence of the Friends of the People in, London, 
according to the terms of their ſeveral declarations. I afterwards | 
received printed copies of its proceedings, in December 1792 and | 
May 1793, and could not perceive any thing in them that was not 


ſtrictly confined to a reaſonable Parliamentary Reform. 
On the 2d of May 1793, after having fat three days, it adjourned 


till October. Many gentlemen of great reſpectability and of large 


property were members of it. The Magiſtrates of Edinburgh did not 


moleſt, or, as far as ever I could learn, even blame it. And when, 


in the Houſe of Commons, he queſtion of Parliamentary Reform 
was ſo fully diſcuſſed, on the 6th and 9th of May 1793, in which 
the ſubject of a National Convention was introduce#and reprobated, 


the ſlighteſt notice was not taken of the Convention at Edinburgh, | 


though it had aſſembled in the preceding December and publiſhed 
its proceedings, and had again aſſembled, ſeven days before that 
debate, for the purpoſe of collecting and forwarding many of the 


very petitions in fayour of Reform, which were then under diſcuſſion; | 


—a bufineſs which it publicly avowed, and which many days prior 
to the debate was publiſhed in the London newſpapers. | 
The next letter received from Mr. Skirving, {> | | 
was in the middle of October 1793; it was figned by him, as Se- 
cretary to the Society of the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, 
and not as Secretary to the Convention. It ſolicited the Society of 


the Friends of the People in London to ſend delegates to the enſu- | 
ing Convention of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, ap- 


pointed for the 29th of the ſame month. I ſhewed the letter to 


two or three members who happened to be then in town, and they | 


agreed with me that I ought to ſend an anſwer to the following 


effect Acquainting Mr. Skirving that on a ſubje& ſo important 
as that of ſending delegates to the Convention at Edinburgh, it 
| would be neceſſary to conſult the Society; but that the ſhortne!s of 


the time rendered it impoſlible to give proper notice, firſt for calling 


the Committee (which was not then fitting, and which alone could } 
afſemble the Society), and then for calling a general meeting; the 


ſhortneſs of the time I repreſented as the more objeRionable in 
| | x 
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that ſeaſon of the year, when very few Members were in town. I, 
however, told him that I had conſulted ſome Members on the ſub- 


ject, and they had agreed with me, without deciding on the pro- 


riety of the meaſure, that the notice was inſufficient, and that 
therefore his requeſt could not be complied with. I added, that it 
was highly probable ſome Members of the Society, then in Scot- 
land, would be preſent, and that whatever they agreed io I had no 
doubt the Society would confirm. I ſaid Lord Lauderdale might 
perhaps attend. No perſon in London ſaw this aniwer after it was 
drawn up. It was entirely of my own writing; and 1 think it was 
ſtated in it that it was merely a private perſonal communication from 
myſelf. COTE | VV 
1 afterwards underſtood that the Convention of Delegates from 
the Friends of the People in Scotland aſſembled accordingly on the 
29th of October, and fat, as they had done at their former meet- 
ings, two or three days. They confined themſelves ſtrictly, and I 
believe fincerely, to the buſineſs of Parliamentary Reform, and then 
adjourned for ſeveral months. Soon after their adjournment, how- 
ever, the Delegates from the Societies in London and other parts of 
England arrived. The Convention then re- aſſembled on the igth of 
November; and it was not till after this period that it aſſumed the 
name of the Britiſh Convention inſtituted for the Purpoſe of ob- 
taining Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parhaments, or adopted any 
of the language or conduct which (with what juſtice I do not 
pretend to determine) have expoſed it to ſo much animadverſon 
and cenſure. | ; | | 
This is the whole of the correſpondence, as far as I can recol- 
let, that paſſed between the Friends of the People in London and 
the Convention, or Mr. Skirving, at Edinburgh. The corre{pond- 
ence that took place between 15 . Skirving and myſelf could not, 
from circumſtances which occur in my mind, be very important. 


le ſent me the printed minutes of the Convention, and I ſent him 


the publications of the Friends of the People in London. The laft _ 
time I wrote to him was about the end of October, acknowledging 
the receipt of ſome copies of Mr. Muir's Trial; and I perfectly re- 
member concluding my letter with a hope that the Delegates from 
the Societies in London, who had then juſt departed to meet the 
Convention in Edinburgh, would not import into Scoland any of 
that intemperate ſpirit which had brought blame on the moderate 
and ſincere friends of Reform in England: I hoped that the 
Friends of the People in Scotland: would continue to perſerere with 
that prudence and moderation in the cauſe of Parliamentary Re- 
form, which had ſo juſtly obtained them the approbation of the 
friends to the meaſure in England. This letter, I ſuppoſe, dif- 
pleaſed Mr. Skirving, for he never after wrote to me, ao did I 
write to him. Ag | V 

Having now detailed the whole of the correſpondence, to be beſt 
of my remembrance, between the Convention aud the Friends of 


the People in London, and between Mr. Skirving, and myſcif, -I 


S 


k it my duty to obſerve, without preſuming to give any opinion 
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; 8 24 1 1 2 125 _ | 
On the conduct of the Britiſh Conventio A that a materi diftin 1% 
ought to be drawn between it and the 4 ot o fin 


the moſt timid friend fo Parliamentary. Ręfopni could, nat obje to, 

Their proceedings at thefr meeting in October were, I believe, of | 
the fame e org When they aſſembled with the Delegates from 

England, indeed, another ſyſtem ſeems to have been purſucd, Their | 
meetings had always ſat only three days at a time, and they were 
ſettled to be held only twite'a year. But after it became the Bri- 
tiſh Convention, they ther, and not till then, entered into all thoſe 

meaſures at which the magiſtrates and government have expreſſed ſo 
much alarm; and it was not till then that they even declared deciſively | 
+ 5a of Univerſal Suffrage and Apnual Parliaments; it is there. 
fore extremely material to remark, that ao blame has yet been 
thrown on the Convention of the * | | 
burgh ; and that between the Britiſß Conyention ang the Friends 
of the People in London no correſpondenc 0b any kind ever took 
place, nor even any ſort of communciation between Mr. Skirving | 
and myfelf after its inſtitution. | | 


ER 1 e honqur to be, 94 3 A 
„„ n "ER 
| | Your moft humble obedient ſervant, _ 


5 „ DANIEL STUART. . 
To Charles Grey, Eſq. M. P. 35 ts „ 


P. 8. Since writing the above, I have ſeen the Second Report of 
the Secret Committee of, the Houſe of Commang, in which mention F 
is made of two letters that had eſcaped my memory. The ſirſt of 
thoſe letters, containing a reſolution of thanks, I never made any | 
minute of, becauſe thoſe thanks were not voted to the Scotch Con- | 
vention ih particular, as might be imagined from the ſtatement 
in the Report, but were paſſed generally ta all Societies which had 
affifted in the cauſe of Parlinmetiary: Reform.—After the motion 
in the Houſe of Commons, on the 6th.of May 1793, the Society of | 
the Friends of the People in London, on the 18th of the ſame month, 
agreed to the following reſolution : „ That the thanks of this So- 
« ciety be returned to the various Societies in correſpondence with | 
« jt, for their zeal and activity in the cauſe of Parliamentary Re- 
« form; and to expreſs a hope and wiſh that they wilL proceed with 
< the ſame ſpirit, induſtry, and temper, during, the interval between } 


e the preſent time and the meeting of the next ſeſſion of Parlia- 


« 'ment.”—Befides ſending copies of this reſolution to the different | 


Socicties in England, it was reſolved that copies of it ſhould be ſent 
to the chairmen of the Societies in Edinburgh and Glaſgow, requeli- 
ing them to tranſmit. the ſame to all the Societies-in, Scotland with 


which they corre Fa The Convention at Edinburgh was con- 
fidered, by me, not only as. a Society with which the Friends of the 


of thanks over Scotland; an I of courſe gs 4 
85 them 


People in London communicated, but as the belt 7 nel for con- 


4 


. * 


1 -onventian of the Friend of 4 
the People. The proceedings of 1 the latter, at their meetings in 
Decem r 1792, and May I7G3, appear le me ro have, been ſuch as 
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them 2 copy. But I do not find, nor do I believe, that I was in- 
firuted to addreſs the reſolution to the Convention, in preference 
to the Edinburgh Society of Friends of the People. | | 

With * to the ſecond letter mentioned in the Report, dated 
the 23d of July 1793, I do not, in the ſlighteſt degree, remember 
it; but from the paſſage there quoted I have not the leaſt doubt of 


its being mine: It contains the language I have invariably held 
whenever the ſubject of a Convention iy th 


n mentioned. But it 
is impoſſible I at that time could have written as Secretary, either in 
the name of the Society, which was not then ſitting, it having ad- 
journed on the 4th of June 1793, without again meeting til the 
23d of January 194. or in the name of the Committee, which did 
not meet from the zoth of April 1793, till the 1-th of January 
1794: And as neither the Society nor the Committee ever authoriz- 
ed me to correſpond in their name, without their knowledge, the 


letter of the 23d of July muſt have been a private and perfonal one 


of my own. TI find that on the 2oth of that month I received a 
reel of the printed minutes of the Convention, accompanied by a 
etter from Mr. Skirving, in his own name only, and not in the name 
of any Society, in which I ſuppoſe he took that opportunity of 
wiſhing to know my opinion reſpecting a Convention in England. 
Of fulh rere onal letters 1 have written many, but as I did 
not conſider them to concern the Society, I never kept copies of 
them. I am, however, certain, that if they were all publiſhed, none 
of them, or even any parts of them, could with juſtice be ceaſured. 
The third letter mentioned in the Report is of the ſame private 
perſonal nature with the ſecond; I think I wrote it in haſte, and I 
remember it the more particularly, as it was the laſt I ſent to Mr. 
Skirring. I am very certain that when it is publiſhed in the Ap 
pendix, it will fully faſtify the account I have already given of it in 


the body of this letter. | 
| OR 4 o'clock. * 


— 


, n 


APPENDIX, No. 3 


SIR, . 

] HAVE the honour to inform the Friends of the People in Lon- 
don, that the General Convention of Delegates from the various 

Societies of the Friends of the People throughout Scotland, unani- 
mouſly agreed on Thurſday laſt, the third day of their fitting in this 
place, to addreſs the Friends of the People in London, and the in- 
cloſed letter of addreſs was accordingly ordered to be printed and 
tranſmitted. | * ; 

Thave taken upon me to direct the ſame to you, upon ſeeing your 
lame at their reſolutions, by this day s polt ; and to entreat you to 


cammunicate it at their firſt meeting. 


Vor. IV. 2 88 .1wil | 


. SUPPLEMENT ro THE SECOND REPORT or 


I will tranſmit all the proceedings of theConvention ſo ſoon as the | 
various minutes and reſolutions are received from the preſs, 


| 0 With great eſteem, K 
Edinburgh, 19th Dec. I am, Sir, | 
179. Your moſt obedient hurable Servant, 
W. SKIRVING, Secretary 


Samuel Whitbread, Junior, Eſq. 


M. P. London. 
; ; | AT noc 
| | | Frien 
AP * ENDIX, No. 4. merouſly 
| | | | following 
| gt” | __ . Edinburgh, December 12h. Six, 
| F a General Convention of the Delegates of the Friends of the WF | 
People, held this day, Y | == of [HE 
6 Colonel Dalrymple in the chair, r 
Reſolved, | | „ Z MF nou 80 
That it appears to this Convention that very great abuſes have! If it ſha 
ariſen in the government of this country, from a neglect of the ge- they propo 
nuine 2 of the Conſtitution; that theſe abuſes have of late cember ne⸗ 
rown to an alarming height, and produced great diſcontents. The var 
Reſolved, That the eſſential meaſures to be purſued, in order to zonfolidatic 
remove theſe abuſes, and effectually to do away their miſchievous Wi ed. If you 
conſequences, are, | 24 | PER. inform us, 
iſ, To reſtore the freedom of election, and an equal repreſenta : place for m 
tion of the People in Parliament. | 2 5 Vtice. Be 
zd, To ſecure to the People a frequent exerciſe of their right of William 8k 
electing their repreſentatives. LE TIN 
Reſalved, That for the purpofe of accompliſhing theſe conflitus} 7 
tional objects, the proper and legal method is that of applying by Ebnune 
etition to Parliament. . | Nor. 23, 17 
* Reſolved, That ſince a ſpeedy and complete redreſs of our preſent P. S. We e 
grievances will moſt effectually be obtained by the joint co- opera- mite 
tion of every Briton who yet retains the ſpirit and the wiſh to be jen ce, 
free, this Convention will, as far as their principles and objects allow claracis 
them, co-operate with the Society of the Friends of the People in 2 
London. ; 5 | A Conven 
Refolved, That this reſolution, along with thoſe voted at a formal vols ws 
Convention, be tranſmitted. by the Chairman to the Society of tid ae col 
Friends ofthe People in London. I 
(Signed) WILLIAM DALRYMPLE, Cham * tae eve; 
WILLIAM SKIRVING, BEGAN) After a tha 
- . preſent Preſid 
General A ſſoc 
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f I -....-... 
The Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Convention 
of the Delegates from the Societies of the Friends of the 
People throughout Scotland. At their ſeveral Sittings in 
Edinburgh, on the eleventh, twefth, and thirteenth of De- 
cember, 1792.—Edinburgh: Printed by J. Robertſon, 
No. 39, South Bridge. + an mo. | | 
5 Baxter s Hall, Edin. Tueſday, Dec. 11, 1792. 
T noon, this day, the Delegates from the ſeveral Societies of the 
Friends of the People, throughout Scotland, aſſembled very nu- 
merouſſy in their Convention-room here, in compliance with the 
following public advertiſements. | 
Sing © " 

Tas Convention of Delegates from the various Societies. 
of THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in and about Edin- 
burgh, who aſſembled here upon the twenty-firſt inſtant, expreſſed 
an unanimous with for a General Convention of Delegates, from the 

| yarious Societies in Scotland, eſtabliſhed upon ſimilar 2 

If it ſhall meet the approbation of the majority of the Societies, 
they propoſe to hold a Convention, upon the eleventh day of De- 
tember next, in the city of Edinburgh. | 

The various advantages which will reſult to the whole, from a 
tonſolidation of our common ſtrength, are too obvious to be details 
ed. If you approve of this meaſure, and reſolve to ſend delegates, 
inform us, in courſe of poſt. It ſhall be our care to prepare a proper 
place for meeting, of which we ſhall give you timely and tegular- 
notice, Be pleaſed to direct your letters to our Secretary, Mr. 

William Head of the Horte wund, Edinburgh. . 


y order of the Committee of Convention. | 


Fomsyren, } | 
Nor. 23, 1792. FE 
J. $. We earneſtly requeſt of your Society, to communicate this in- 

timatidn to any Societies iu your neighbourhood, of whoſe ex- 
iitence, in conſequence of their not having publiſhed their de- 


claration of principles, we may be ignorant; 


A Convention of delegates from every Society of Friends of the 
Prople in Totland, will be held at Edinburgh, in Baxter's Hall, in 
Janes's Court, on I neſday the eleventh of December next, at 
twelve o'clock noon, againſt which time the General Cammittee 
ball have every thing prepared for the reception of the delegates. 


After a ſhort converſation, Meſſrs. Bell, Muir, and Skirving, the 
pelent Preſident, Vice-Preſident, and Secretary, of the Edinburgh 
General Aſſociation of the Friends of the People, were requeſted to 
iciate in theſe ſeveral capacities, until the powers of the delegates 
bold be verified, | | . : ; | 

| He 8 3 Mr. 
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% &BUPPLEMENT TO THE SECOND REPORT or 
Mr. Hvcn Brit in the Chair. 


The commiſſions to the ſeveril delegates were produced, and read. 
The roll being made up, was called over, name by name, and intima. 


tion ſeveral times made, that if the name of any delegate had been 


omitted, it ſhould now be given in. The Convention was then de. 
elared aſſembled; and the Preſident, Vice preſident, and Secretary | 


: | General Convention afſembled. _ | 
Some converſation took place relative to office-bearers and com- 
mittees, and the impropriety of having theſe permanent. The Con. 


vention at * on the motion of Lord Daer, reſolved, that they | 


would elect a Preſident each day, or ſittin 
Thomas Muir, younger, Eſq. of Hunter 
tae Secretary ſhould be permanent. 


and, upon a motion by 
ull, it was reſolved, that 


Lieut. Col. Dalrymple of Fordel was then unanimouſly called to 


the chair; and W Skirving of Strathruddy elected Secretary. 
Col. DauxymPLE in the Chair. 


| _ Aﬀer ſome motions relating to order, moved by Lord Daer and 


Mr. Fowler, and ordered to be laid upon the table in writing, the 


Convention proceeded to a 22 e ; and a ſcroll of 
Ort 


reſolutions being preſented by John land, Eſq. Advocate, the 


Convention, upon his motion, reſolved itſelf into a Committee, to } 


conſider the ſame, aud to report againſt to-morrow's fitting, 


. Reſumed the Convention. $59 
Col. DALR LMI in the Chair. 


- Mr. Muir moved, That the two motions made by Capt. Johnſton, | 
reſolved and publiſhed by the General Aſſociation of the Friends of | 


the People, in and about Edinburgh, be alſo adopted, and pub- 


liſhed, as the reſolutions of the General Convention: - Ihe ſame 
was agreed to unanimouſly,, and a copy, drawn up in proper fam, 
was ordered to be laid before the Convention to-morrow. A motion 
was made to adjourn till fix o*clock in the evening; but, as this 
Was oppoſed, it was agreed to adjourn till ten o'clock next fore | 


Noun, 


dent for the day, agreeable to their former reſolution; and the 
Tame was adopted. | ny | 
| Col, Dal RTM IE in the Chair, 


Lord Dar, as ordered yeſterday, gave in to the table, the fol- ; 


lowing motions :\ 


1. That it Nall 2 be a rule, that when a motion is made and] 


ſeconded, it ſhall be decided upon before any other be heard. 
2. That u hen a fubject is announced as the buſineſs tor conſidet· 
ation, it ſhall be permitted to any perion to propoſe what motiosg 
thereon he ſhall think it is proper ſhould be adopted; and that 


When all the motions are laid on the table which any wiſh to prop 
| 3p : | : h r a VC 4 


- 


, „ Convention, Room, Wedneſday, 10 0 clock. | 

+ The delegates aſſembled conform to the adjourament. Lord] 
Daer moved, 'I'hat:the Preſident of the former day take the chair 
till the meeting was full, and that then they ſtould elect their preſi· 
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„ rote ſhall be put, which propoſal ſhall be firſt taken into - 


conſideration. | : : | 

„ That when any bufineſs is under conſideration, any incidental 
motion may be introdiced ; and if the meeting chuſe not to take it 
into conſideration at that moment, the meeting ſhall declare this, by 


| reſolving to paſs on to the ordinary conrſe of buſineſs. 
7 


at any motion may be diſcuſſed the day it is pro- 
ſed; but that it ſhall not be finally decided or publiſſied to the 
world, till it be confirmed next day. 


The meeting being now full, Lord Daer was unanimouſly called 


to the chair. . 
TA Lord Dar in the Chair. | . 
Mr. Muir roſe, to read a printed paper, which had been ſent 
flom Ireland, iotitled, Addreſs of the United [riſhmen in Dublin, 
to the Delegates for Reform in Scotlend; the reading of it was 
oppaſed in point of form, the ſame not being before the Houſe; 


but the Addre's being declared a maſterly performance, and a de- 
clarat ion that afforded the moſt flattering evidence of the union and 


philanthropy of the Friends of Reform in Ireland, the reading of it 
was univerſally called for. After reading the ſame, the Convention 
paſſed to the order of the day. 7 

Lord Daer being obliged to leave the meeting, the laſt Preſes was 
called to the chair as a matter of courſe. | 8 

5 Col: DALRVMIE in the Chair. 8 

The Report of the Committee was called for, ths reſolutions 
adopted in Committee were read, and debated paragraph by pa- 
ragraph, when the following were, with great unanimity, ved 
in Convention, and ordered to be publiſhed. 


: 
. 


Reſolved, That this Convention, taking under conſideration the 
inſidious, wicked, and inflammatory artifices, employed by the ene- 
mies of all reform, to miſrepreſent and calumniate the Friends of 
the People, as the promoters of public diſcord, and advocates for 
an unjult and abſurd violation of private property, by an equal di- 
viſion - think it incumbent upon them to declare, that they hold 
all ſuch unprincipled deſigns in utter deteſtation and abhorrence, 
and that they will maintain the eftabliſhed conſtitution of Great-. 
Britain, on its genuine acknowledged principles, conſiſting of 
three eſtates King, Lords, and Commons. | : 
' Reſolved, That the members of this Convention will, to the 
utmoſt of their power, concur in aiding and ſtrengthening the han 


of the civil magiſtrates throughout this kingdom, to repreſs riot and 


tumult, and all attempts whatſoever to diſturb the tranquillity, hap- 
pineſs, and good order of ſociety. | AE 
Reſolved, That it appears to this Convention, that very great 
abuſes have ariſen in the government of this country, from a neglect 
of the genuine principles of the conftitution ; that theſe — + Kal 


of late grown to an alarming height, and produced great diſcontents. 
Reſolved, That the eſſential meaſures to be purſued; in order to 

remove theſe abuſes, and effectually to do away their miſchievous 

conſequences, are, e | 
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_ Firſt, To reſtore the freedom of election, and an equal repre. 
ſentation of the people in Parliament. And, ; 

Secondly, 'To ſecure to the people a frequent exerciſe of their 
right of electing their repreſentatives. | 

ts yah? That, for the purpoſe of accompliſhing theſe conſtitu- 
tional objects, the proper and legal method is, that of applying by 
petition to Parliament. | | | 

Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be printed in the Scots and 
Engliſh newſpapers ; and alſo be printed in hand-bills, for general 
diftribution among the Aſſociated Friends of the People, in difler- 
ent parts of Scotland. - my” 
Adjourned till fax o'clock in the evening. | 

8 | Convention Hall, Wedneſday, 6 oclk, 
Col. DartnymMPiE in the Chair. 

The Secretary preſented the plan of organization for individual 
ſocieties, for diſtrict aſſociations, and for general conventions; to- 
gether with a written motion by Mr. Fowler, for a committee of 
2 for the purpoſe of communicating inſtruction. The 

ame were received; and Meſſrs. Wilſon and Fowler were requeſted 
to bripg them before the Houſe at a proper opportunity. 

Mr. Muir and others brought forward the following motions, 
which were unanimouſly adopted; namely, 


Rgſalued, That this Convention do addreſs the Friends of the 


People at Llhdon. | | 

Reſolved, That the thanks of the Convention be returned to 
Meſſrs. Grey, Erſkine, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Marquis of 
IT anſdowne, Col. M*Leod, Lord Daer, and Col. Dalrymple, for 
their patriotic ſervices in the cauſe of the People: To J. 12 Focke, 
Eſq. for his maſterly ſupport of freedom: [o the Hon. Major 


Maitland, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Muir, Mr. Bell, and Captain 


Johnſton, for their important aſſiſtance to overturn corruption; 


alſo to the Right Hon. Charles Fox, fer his determined ſpeech in 


the laſt meeting of the Whig Club; and laſtly to all thoſe mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, who have ſupported in Parliament 
the cauſe of the People. | f Fi 
Agreed to Captain Johnſton's two reſolutions of yeſterday, which 
are as follow : "wn | | : ; 

' Refolved, That it be recommended to each Society of the Friends 


of the People, to expunge from the roll of their members, the name 


or names of any individual or individuals, who may have acted il- 
legally, tumultuouſly, or in any way to the diſturbance of the pub- 


pee . 
| Reſolved, That any individual or individuals, of the Societies of 
the Friends of the People, whoſe conduct may have been legal and 
orderly, and who may be perſecuted by the arm of power, for ad- 
hering to the cauſe of the people, be defended by the united ſtrength 
et the Friends of the People. | 
The five following motions which Mr. Skirving propoſed, were 
ordered to lie on the table ; ä GOLF: L That 
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I. That the Friends of the People in Britain ſhould unite in the 

 spplication to Parliament, both as to the extent of reform to byde- 

manded, and as to the manner of executing their petition for the 
ſame. . . : ae F 

II. That therefore this Convention ſhould ſend two or three 

uties to London, to concert a common plan with the Friends of 

the People there, adviſing always with the General Committees at 


Edinburgh, 2 &c. 7 
| III. That theſe Committees, while the deputies remain at Lone 
don, ſhould meet weekly, in order to inſtruct the deputies from 
time to time. | | | 
IV. That when a common plan of operation is thus ured, - 
2 General Convention be called, to approve or amend the ſame, and 
pune yon to direct tae manner in which the petitions ſhall be ex- - 
ecuted and preſented to Parliament. a 
V. That the Convention recommend, That the Friends of the 
Conſtitution and of the People be in the mean time diligent, in 
forming themſelves every where into ſocieties, in order to give the 
greater energy to their petitions. | 58 : 
Mr. Allan propoſed the following to be added to the reſolutions 
already adopted: | 6 - 
That, in order to ſuperſede the neceſſity of conſtantly reſorting to 
the aid of a military force, it be recommended by the Convention, 
to the aſſociated Friends of the People, in the different parts of the 
country, to hold themſelves in readineſs to ſupport the civil magiſtrate, 
when required, for the N of any popular tumults that may 
ariſe in their neighbourhood. 58 a 2 
This motion was deferred, on account of its importance, till next 


day. ä 
M Muir moved, to appoint a Committee of Finance; and the 
following regulations were unanimouſly adopted ; namely, 

- Reſolved, That each Diſtrict Aſſociation ſhall have a committee 
for regulating their own reſpective finances—That the ſeveral Com- 
mittees of Finauce ſhall correſpond with the Edinburgh Commit- 
tee of Finance, as the Committee alfo of Finauce for the General 
Convention, and remit to this Committee, as ſuch, their reſpective 
contributions for the public intereſt. Ws 

Reſolved, That this Committee of General Finance, in Edinburgh, 
row: before each Convention, à itate of the receipt and expen- 

ture. 9 

| Refolved, That the Convention, on the firſt day of their fitting, 
2 a Committee of Conſtraint, for the purpoſe of inſpecting 

e accounts of the Convention's Committee of Finance; and re- 
port the reſult of their examination to the Convention. 5 
A motion that had been formerly made verbally, and adopted in 
the reſolutions, to petition Parliament, was reſumed; and the Con- 
vention reſolved to petition Parliament with all convenient ſpeed; 
and a Committee was appointed to draw up a ſchedule of ſaid pe- 
ution, and to preſent the ſame to-morrow.” i - x 

Adjourned, till ten o'clock to-morrow. 2 

„ | | Cr 


= 


* 
K+» 
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The delegates convened -conform- to-adjournment ; Colonel Da- 


* in the chair. 8 : 
Mr. Morthland moved, to have-the two followi g reſolutions add. 


ed to the former ones: Fett ; 
Refolveil, That fince a ſpeedy and complete redreſs-of our pre. 
ſent grievances will be moſt effectually obtained by the joint C0-0pe« 
ration of every'Briton, who yet retains-the ſpirit and the wiſh. to he 
free, this Convention will, as far as their: principles-and objects will 
allow them, co-operate with the Socicty of the Friends of the Peo- 

le in London. | | ; Fs 2 

Refolved, That this reſolution, along with thoſe voted at a former 
fitting of this Convention, (page 193 and 104, ) be tranſmitted, hy 


the Chairman, to the Society of the Friends of the Feople in Lone | 


n. 
And the ſame was ordered accordingly. 
Mr. Fowler read the copy of the petition to Parliament which 
had been ordered; and it met with general approbation, as to the 
matter of it; and was remitted back to the Committee, to be put 
into the form appointed by the Houſe of Commons, and thereafter 
tranſmitted to the different Societies for approbation. 
Mr. Wilſon then brought forward the by 


the whole of it, the Convention recognized the right of individual 
Societies, to regulate their own internal order, and reſolved, That 
theſe, words be inſerted, * with power to any ten towns, in which 


there is a Society of the Friends of the People, to call a General | 


Convention . 


Mr. Morthland next brought forward the following inofien, pro- 


ed by Mr. Ritchie of Edinburgh : 


” Moved," That the Secretary to this Convention tranſmit to the | 


Secretary of Burgeſſes aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Re- 


form in the internal Government of the Royal Boroughs of Scot. 


land, a letter incloſing the reſolutions, containing the declaration of 
ptineiples drawn up and publiſhed by this Convention, and recom- 

mending to the Burgeſſes, if the above declaration of prinei kes 
meets their approbation, to co operate with the Friends of the Peo- 


ple, in the common cauſe of obtaining the great objects of reform 


ap" in theſe reſolutions. 
In 


piace of this motion, the following was ſubmitted by Mr, 


Skirving, and teconded by Captain Johnſton and others: 


Moved, That if any members of the Aﬀociation for Borough Re- 
form apply to the Friends of the People to be admitted, they will 


be received cordially. But the Convention can admit no Societies, 
but Societies of the Friends of the People. 


Aſter a long debate, the votes were taken, and the firſt motion 


was negatived, and the ſecond adopted. 


* The Plan of Org iniaation to be reviſed and publiſhed by the Edinburgh | 
8 | Upon | 


Aſſociation, 


: 332 0 N ITY wes athens ere en nt 
— bg —— wi 4 — 8 * 95 


| an of Organization, for | 
the different bodies of the Friends of the People; after-reating over | 


Mr. Ff 
be return 
| of liberty 
bons thre 
THE PI 
Trades 0 
the Conv 
to the em 


entao 
ohn M 
tion, to oe 
which the 
« We 
and decide 
claſſes of © 
rights and 
ſent mome 
the execut 
efforts of f 
or nots, on 
lily deglar 
$4821 
vhich the 
our ind 
the Bet 
Jernment, 
happy king 
at à time v 
miſlead the 
\ Vo, IV 


* "COMMONS SECRET COMMITTEE. » 297 


Upon the motion of Dr, Yule, ag addreſs to the citizens of Bri- 
uin at large, was unanimouſly reſolved, and a committee appointed 


to draw up the ſame. on | 1 3 
- The towing motion, ſubmitted by Mr. Ellis, was likewiſe una- 
-nimouſly reſolved: +: L 
That it be recommended to the people, to form affociations in 
| every county, . of members from the different Societies in 
that county, in order to aſcertain the ſtate of population, the num- 
1 the 1 of taxes p M parcel 1 01 and 
he local grievances of that county, at thi iſu the ſame, or 
| »* — them to che 3 Finance Fi dinburgh. : 
Mr. Fowler. then moved.“ That the thanks of the Convention 
be returned to Convener Lindfay of Coltbridge, and the other friend 
| of liberty, who, in a liberal and manly manner, refuted the aſper- 
fons thrown on the conduct and intentions of the FRIENDS OF 
THE PEOPLE, in the late meeting of the fourteen Incorporated 
Trades of Edinburgb;“ the fame was unanimouſly agreed to, and 
the Convention expeeſl their ſenſe -of the benefit which was done 
to the aue by the patriotic conduct of that meeting at large. 


f t Captain Jouxs rox in the Chair. | 
\ Refumed the confi ion of Mr. Allan's motion of yeſterday ; 
when ſundry mem rs thinking that it was expreſſed ſubſtantially in 
the ſecond general reſolution, (page 193,) now printed, Mr. Allan 
agreed to withdraw it. 5 
It was then reſolved, that the thanks of the Convention be given 
to the Secretary, Mr. Skirving, for his unremitted application to the 
buſineſs of the Society; and chat a ſmall Committee be appointed 
v af ie fo -extcading, and publiing the proceedings of this 
nn. F . 5 xt . R . 


John Millar, Eſq. Advocate, called the attention of the Conven- 
tion, to certain reſolutions in the Edinburgh Herald of the day, of 
which the following is a copy: NG hh aids Fa: ap 
We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, being unanimouſly 
and decidedly of opinion, That for the ſecurity and happineſs of all 
claſſes of our felloz-countrymen, for the maintenance of our own. 
rights and liberties, and for thoſe of our poſterity, it is, in the pre- 
ſeat moment, incumbent upon us, and all good ſubjects, to give to 
the executive government an effectual ſupport in counteracting . the 
elorts of ſedition, and in ſuppreſſing, in their beginnings, all tumults 
or iots, on whatever-pretence they may be excited; do hereby pub- 
ldy deglare gur determination to; take all ſuch ſteps for theſe pur- 
poles as are within the limits of our duty in the ſeveral ſtations i 
vhich the Conſtitution, of our country has placed us, and to ard, | 
by our individual exertions, that aQve, affiſtance to the authority of 
ihe lawful Magiſtrate, and to the maintenance of the eſtabliſhed gu- 
ernment, which is at all times due from-the-ſubjeQs of this free aud 
happy kingdom; but which we feel to be more peculiarly neceſſary 


ta time when inſididus attempfs have been made to deceive and 
miſlead the unwary. N 555 | 
Vos. I | h h | * Witk 
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N With theſe ſentiments, and to this intent, we are 
| | "3,0 RESOLVED, AND DO DECLARE 


That we. will ſtand by the Conſtitution with our lives and for- 


tunes, 


That we will jointly and individually uſe our utmoſt endea. 

yours to counteraR all ſeditious attempts, and, in particular, all af. I 
ſociations for the publication or diſperſion of ſeditious and inflam. | 
matory writings, or tending to excite diſorders and tumults withia } 


this part of the kingdom. 


That we will, on every occaſion, exert ourſelyes on the firſ ap- 
pearance of tumult or diſorder, to maintain. the 1 peace, and to 


act in ſupport of the civil authority for ſuppre 
mults that may be excited. 


ng all riots and tu- 


« And whereas we are of opinion, that it would greatly con- 


- 


duce to the maintenance of peace and good order, that means ſhould | 


E 3 


be uſed to give ſuch juſt and proper, information to our fellow-ſub- I 

Kite and deluſive opinions that have } 

een induſtriouſly circulated amongſt them, and to impreſs on their 

minds a proper ſenſe of the invaluable bleſſings ſecured to this na- | 

tion by our happy Conſtitutions We have agreed diligently to pro- 
mote the circulation of ſuch writings as may contribute to this im- 


ou as may fend to remove the 


portant end.“ 8 


o 


* : 


Mr. Morthland ſeconded the motion 


Some delegates, particularly Mr. Chriſtie of Laurencekirk, ] 
doubted the · propriety of the motion. Notwithſtanding of which it 


# 


was reſolved, that the . * ws of eight ot ten at 2 
ame; adding to their names, 


time, ſhould go down and ſubſcribe the 
Friend of the People, or Delegate, &c. 


Upon the Preſident and a few more withdrawing for that pur- ö 
poſe, Mr. John Clark, Architect, was called to the chair, when, af. 
ter ſome converſation, the meeting was adjourned till fix o'clock in } 


the evening. 


The de! gates having onee more aſſembled conform to adjourn - 
Biſſet from Dundee was unanimouſly called to the chair. 


ment, Mr, 
Mr. Bissxr in the Chair. 


The Convention reſolved, That a great number of their reſolutions } 
and minutes be printed, and ſent to all the Societies, and commit- 
ted the ſame to the direction of the Committee of Finance at Edin- 
burgh; and Mr. Muir moved, That the Secretary be enjoined to | 
give ſufficient notice to the'Edinburgh Committee of Finance, that 
Committee of Finance for the 
General Convention; and upon the Secretary's motion, the follow- } 
-ing inſtructions, drawn up by Mr. Muir, were unanimouſly reco!!- 
mended to their obſervation, | ERS | 7 7 


They were likewiſe appointed the 


Having read theſe reſolutions, he moved, that the Convention do } 
approve of the ſame, and in teſtimony of ſuch approbation, that the 
Prekdent and Secretary, with as many of the delegates, as ſtill re. 
main in town, ſhall ſubſcribe the paper now lying in Goldfmiths' ] 


T 
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Adjourned. 


© COMMONS” SECRET COMMITTEE, "nes; 


T, , the Committee of Finances of the Edinburgh Conventpn. 


The General Convention has inſtructed each particular Socie- 
ty, to form a- Committee of Finance, for managing their on pri- 
vate and public contributions. The Convention has requeſted you 
to take the management of the expences which their ſittings here 
may have incurred, In this department of their buſineſs, they con- 
der you as their committee. The particular Societies will tranſ- 
mit to you their reſpe&ive proportions of the e er expence. 
The firſt General Convention has left each particular Society to the 
freedom of their own will, in regard to the different aſſeſſments they 
may lay upon their members.“ | 


' & You will keep a regular accompt of the public expenditure and 


outlay, which you will lay before cach General Convention for their 


examination. | | 

« As ſoon as you have collected the amount of the general 
expence, inform each particular Society by a circular letter, in ox- 
der that the Societzes may, without delay, tranſmit to you their re- 
ſpetive proportions . | #0 

A reſpectable member informed the Convention, that a Society 
had been juſt now formed upon the principles of the Friends of the 
People, whoſe members, in general, were gentlemen of landed pro- 
perty to a very conſiderable extent. YO n 

Me. Morthland moved, That the thanks of the Convention be re- 
turned to Mr. Fowler, for his eminent ſervices in the buſineſs of 
the Convention ; and the ſame were given unanimouſly. 


It was then moved by Mr. Drummond, to thank the country de- 


legates, for their ardent zeal in the cauſe, manifeſted by coming 
vp ſo numerouſly at this inclement ſeaſon, and for their diſintereſted 
conduct during the fitting ; and this was done with heart - felt ſatiſ- 
„ e | | 5 
Mr. Biſſet in the chair, begged leave to move the return of thanks 
from the country delegates, to thoſe in the town and neighbourhood, 


for the care and attention to the cauſe which they had manifeſted, 


in aſſembling ſo opportunely. and properly a Convention of the 
Societies of the FRIENDS OF THE Pror IE. And to this the coun- 
try delegates heartily conſented. : Rs | 

The Preſident then addreſſed the delegates, exhorting them to 
perſevere in the great and good cauſe in which they had embarked, 
until their object ſhould be completely attained. : 


The warm approbation with which the Convention received this 


entiment, ſufficiently expreffed their concurrence in it, and their 


rm determination to perſevere. 


W. SKIRVIN G, Secretary. 
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© _ FIRST REPORT 


FROM 


- 


_ by the Houss of Loxps | 
To inſpeft the Report and Otigital Papers, and the Book ſcale 


up in a Bag, delivered on Monday the 19th cf May laſt, by 2 
Meſſage from the Cominons; and who, by the Order of the Houſe 
of Wednefday the 2 1ſt of the fame Month, were empowered to ſend | 
for Perſons, Papers, and Records, and to receive ſuch Communi: | 


cation as may be made to them by his Majeſty's Orders, or by the 


Committee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Commont, 
and to report thereupon, from time to time, as they ſhall ſee 


1 cauſe. 


15 


By the Lords Committees | 
the Report and 88 and the Book ſealed up 
in a Bag, delivered on Monday the 19th of May laſt by a} 
Meſſage from the Commons. „„ 


- 


_,_. Onnexed To Reyort. . | 
HA the Committee have met, and having carefully com- 

ared the ſaid Report with the original -papers referred to} 
them, * come to an unanimous reſolution immediately to report 
o your Lordſhips, that they are ſatisfied and convinced, by the 
evidence contained in theſe papers, that a traiterous conſpiracy 
hath been formed, and acts done in purſuance thereof, by cer. 
tain Societies and perſons in different parts of the kingdom, for the 
ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution, and the 1ntro-$ 
duction of that ſyſtem of anarchy and confuſion which has fatally 
V% m oats; tt 
Ihe ſame evidence contains ſtrong indications that meaſures hare 
been recently taken, and are ftill,cantinuing, for providing arms uz 
the moſt pernicious ſort to be diſtributed amongſt the e ; 


1 * - 


' The COMMITTEE of SECRECY appointed 


inted a Committee to inſpect 


ar 


0 


dry a manner as circumſtantial evidence can admit. 
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dus conſpiracy, for effectuating, by open force; the ſes for 
Ws 2 10 conſpired. The Committee have ther oe thought 
it their duty to continue the further examination of the matters re- 
ferred to them, and to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, 
whether it may not be proper that they ſhould be empowered to 
ſend for perſons and papers, and to receive ſuch communications 
as may be made to them by his Majeſty's orders, or by the Com- 
mittee of 8 ecrecy appointed by the ouſe of Commons 7 whoſe 
vigilance and activity in providing for the public ſafety, cannot fail 
to excite a proportionable zeal and emulation in your Lordſhips for 
detecting this ſcene of iniquity, and thereby averting the calamities 
in which the further progreſs of ſuch a conſpiracy might have in- 
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; By the Lords Committees ; appointed a Committee 40-inſpe& 


che Report-and Original Papers, and the Beok ſealed vp 
in a Bag, delivered on Monday the agth of May laſt by a 
Meſſage from the Commons. | 


a Fx 
. *. tt 's 1 


Oak To Rerort. | 


PHAT your Committee has proceeded in the farther examina- 


1 
_- 


tion of the books and papers referred to them; and, in pur- 


ſuance of the powers:given to them by the Houſe, have alſo taken 
under their conſideration the depoſitions and examinations of ſeveral 


weary papers found in the cuſtody of thoſe who have been 3 


ended, and intelligence communicated to them by one of his 
's Secretaries of State. RS 


Aſter a diligent inveltigation of all thoſe ſources of information, 
the concluſions they had formerly ſtated to the Houſe, and the facts 
be fn fitions'contained in the Report of the Secret Committee 
vertibly eftabliſhed-.:.The extent and danger of the extravagant and 
fatal deligns-entertained by a number of ected perſuns, and the 
rapid progreſs lately made in the meaſures taken: to carry lch de- 


he Houſe of Commons referred to them, appear to be incontro- 


into execution, are illuſtrated and made manifeſt war ſatisfac- 
The 
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The firſt object to which the attention of your Committee hath 
been directed, was the preparation of arms referred to in their Fir 
Report, of which they were then only authoriſed to fay, that ſtrong 
indications had appeared. The evidence which they have ſince ex- 

_ amined, as well as ſubſequent diſcoveries providentially made, have 
brought that important part of the caſe more fully to light. 

But in order to place that object in its juſt point of view, and to 
Muſtrate its connexion with other parts of the general conſpiracy 
for the deſtruction of the conſtitution, it has appeared to your Com- 
mittee that it would be fit to ſtate, in the firſt place, the circum- 
ſtances which preceded that preparation of arms, and thoſe under 
which it took place. | | | ; 

From authentic and public documents it _ that, ſubſe- 
quent to the impriſonment of the late French King, the abolition 
of monarchy, and the eſtabliſhment of a democratical and revolu- 
tionary government, in France, a direct and avowed correſpondence 
was carried on between the Convention in France and certain per- 
ſons in his Majeſty's dominions, for the undiſguiſed purpoſe of an 
union of principles and conduct. V 

The addreſſes ſent to the French Convention in the month of 
November 1792, and the anſwers returned to them, are matters of 
public notoriety. The Committee, referring to the ſtatement given 
of them by the Report of the Secret Committee of the Hoife of 
Commons, have further to obſerve upon theſe addreſſes, that it now 
appears that the idea was firſt conceived after the mafſacres at Paris, 
in. the beginning of September 1792, was drawn into form after the 
invaſion of the Netherlands, and that it was not the ſudden act of 
2 few individuals, or even of one particular Society, but was long un- 
der deliberation, communicated to other Societies in different parts of 
the kingdom aſſembled under various names, and the common pretext 
of Parliamentary reform adopted by many, and finally tranfmitted as 
a declaration of the ſentiments of a majority of the Engliſh nation, 

The Committee has beſtowed a particular attention to inveſtigate 
the proceedings of that Society which aſſumed the name of the 
London Correſponding Society; becauſe, from the character, ha- 
dits, and condition, of thoſe who compoſe it, compared with the 

ſtyle and language, as well as the method and contrivance diſcovered 
in their proceedings, it is moſt probable that it muſt have been 
guided by perſons of a ſuperior education, and more cultivated ta- 
tents, than appear amongſt the members of this Society. For 
the direct and avowed connexion which took place in the beginning 
of April laſt between this Society and the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, and the plan of co-operation, then eſtabliſhed 
between them, the Committee again refer to the Report of the 
Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons now before the Houle. 

The London Correſponding Society, in the firſt formation, which 
was about January 1792, appears to have been planned and directed 
by leading Members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
and in the courſe of its ſubſequent, proceedings, the meaſures they 


urſued were in many inſtances privately concerted with perſons of 
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the fame deſcription.” The number of perſons firſt aſſembled did 
not exceed two hundred. In the courſe of a few months, their 
communications with ſimilar Societies in various places became very 
frequent, and they began to aſſume a form and method of proceed- 
ing by ſub- diviſions and . en, which gave to them an appear- 
ance of conſequence, and of increaſing numbers. They were the 
oſtenſible promoters of the addreſs to the French Convention, pre- 
ſented in November 1792, and the inſtruments to carry on the cor- 
reſpondence upon it in the cquntry ; from whence they have taken 
every occaſion to extend their communication with theſe other So- 
cieties, which they have induſtriouſly drawn to a cloſe, intimate, 
and dependent connexion. 315 
The war, commenced againſt his Majeſty by the perſons exerci- 
ſing the powers of government in France, ſuppreſſed the open com- 
munication with the French Convention; but neither that circum- 
| ſtance, nor the repeated declaration of Parliament, had any effect to 
reſtrain the avowal of thoſe doctrines which had led that Convention 
to all thoſe exceſſes which have proved fo deſtructive in France to 
the principles of ſocial order, of religion, and of morality. 
In the courſe of the year 1793, a plan appears to have been con- 
ceived, and in ſome degree brought into a regular ſhape, for uniti 
the different meetings, formed by the artful difſemination of ſediti- 
ous publications, inviting men to follow the example of France, 
into ſuch a body as might be prey e to act to one given object, 
and be ſubject to one general direction. | 
The moſt marked elſe of this plan was the aſſembling of a body 
under the name of a Convention; which made its firſt public ap- 
pearance at Edinburgh on the 29th of October 1793. 
The deſign of this meeting had been known and concerted for 
ſome time with Societies in England, particularly with the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding So- 
ciety. Two Delegates to this meeting were choſen, and ſent from 
the London — Society; a regular allowance for their 
journey and expences, at a rate very conſiderable in reſpect to the 
-apparent funds of that Society, was voted for their ſupport, and 
actually paid: Theſe delegates were Margarot and Gerald. They 
| appeared, by the ſequel, to have been, in effect, not only delegates, 
but conductors of the affairs of the intended meeting; and deriving 
a conſiderable conſequence from the ſuppoſed repreſentation of the 
Society, which ſent them, and other Societies in England, from 
- which they afterwards produced commiſſions. TW 3 were 
allo choſen from the Society for Conſtitutional Information — Sin- 
clair, and a perſon known under the name of Yorke. ; 
After fitting four days in expectation of the Engliſh delegates, 
the meeting, which had conſiſted of about 150 perſons from differ- 


ent parts of Scotland, ſeparated, becauſe the Englith delegates had 


dot arrived. In two days afterwards they came; a delegate from 


Sheffield alſo arrived; and Sinclair, ene of the delegates from the. 


Society for Conſtitutional Information: Mr. Hamilton Rowan and 
FER: ; Mr. 
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ciety called the United Iriſhmen, but having no commiſſion, male 
their appearance likewiſe, and were all introduced to a General 
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Mr. Simon Butler, ſtating themſelves to come on the part of a $9 | * ge 
directe 


Committee of the Convention, and received as delegates.. - Ci 5 
A meeting of the Convention, which had ſeparated before the Fron 
appearance of theſe perſons, was immediately ſummoned by Skirving at Edit 
the Secretary, and by public advertiſement, for the 19th of Novem- . 
ber, on which day it was held, and conſiſted of about 160 perſons, — fe 
The firſt four days of their meeting were employed in ſettling | declara 
forms, and in an examination of the commiſſions of the delegates | FE hs 
ſuppaſed to be given by. meetings of the inhabitants of the places ment a1 
from which they were dated, but which mgetings were in very few in 
places known to have exiſted, or to have been called for any ſuck The 
| oſe. All. theſe commiſſions were of courſe allowed to be valid. correſpe 
On the 22d day of November, this meeting voted itſelf to be The perſed 
Britiſh Convention, and aſſumed that ſtyle in their minutes and | adopted 
other proceedings, which were dated “ inthe firft year of the Bri. tompoſe 
« tiſh Convention,” and in ſome inſtances, .in the firſt year of the ealily be 
« Britiſh Convention Oue and Indiviſible. . procurec 
The meeting thus formed, proceeded to act in exact imitation of „ 
the French Convention, adopt ing all its forms, phraſes, and modes ſome of 
ol proceeding, forming Committees of Organization, of Inſtructie, f cretary; 
of Finance, of Secrecy, decreeing honours of the ſitting, honourable Meeting 
mention of ſervices, and what may merit more ſerious attention than | the Zech 
the affectation of this ſtyle, attempting to inſtitute Primary Societies, lame tim 
Provincial Aſſemblies, and Departments in the country. On the the repre 
28th of November, they came to a reſolution of declared oppoſition 10 
and reſiſtance to the authority of Parliament, under a reſerve that it "Thin 
ſhduld not be entered on the minutes till the cloſe of their fittings, able time 


After this, the ſpirit and activity of the magiſtrates were er- Wa have tray 


. erted to diſperſe this Convention; and on the 5th of December e 
1793, the ringleaders were apprehended, their papers ſeized, aud 1 


ſome of them have ſince been tried and convicted of the crimes laid It ſeen 
to their charge. E w the obſer; 
Notwithſtanding the. juſt and laudable exertions of the civil au- dition of 
thority to ſuppreſs this enormous diſorder, the miſchief intended they adop 
has been in part effectuated, for there has exiſted a meeting formed gelle 
on the model of the French Convention, aſſuming the name of che diate effec 
Britiſh: Cobvention, which, from the 19th of November to the 5th f ſed by 
of December. 1793, has been exhibited. in this kingdom, with 4 rance aff 
open publication of all its tranſactions, in a newſpaper conducte 5 a. combin; 
by one of its members, to ſerve as a pattern of the form and me- that this e 
thod in which-a future Convention might proceed to act. ö by which 

It alſo appears from the ſequel, that there {till remaii ed a on the gener: 
mittee. of Secrecy and Emergency formed in that meeting, which on which 1 
has continued to conduct ſubſequent operations in Scotland . | regular go 
The Committee have thought it important to call the attention kf thi 

of the Houſe to this tranſaction, becauſe it e 1 nder 
dence produced to them, to have * concerte at OW) — previ 
tained, for 


Neuliar fe, 
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directed, by the diſaffected Societies in England, and to have a 
moſt intimate connexion with the ſequel of the conſpiracy carried 
og bee. | 71 Pe! 

"Fn the time of the meeting and diſperſion of the Convention 
at Edinburgh, the Societies in England began to a& with increaſed 
yigour and activity. Their reſolutions expreſſed a warm approba- 
tion of the proceedings of the Convention at Edinburgh; ſtrong 
declarations were made in behalf of thoſe who had been brought tq 
trial and convicted ; ſubſcriptions entered into for their encourage» 
ment and ſupport ; and ſame projects appear to have beep entery 
tained for their reſcue. : | 

The London Correſponding Society had continued ta extend itg 
correſpondence, and alſo its influence with the other Societies dife 
perſed in the country, and had, in the month of February laſt, 
adopted a reſolution to arrange the members into diviſions gf thirty, 
compoſed of thoſe who lived neareſt to each other, that they might 
ealily be aſſembled together upon any emergency. They had alſo 
procured about that time a plan of a conftjtution to be formed, 
which was. printed and circulated amongſt the ſeveral diviſions, by 
ſome of which it had been approved, and at the time when the Se- 
cretary was apprehended, was about to be referred to the General 
Meeting of elegates for its final ſanction. By this plan, beſides 
the Section of Thirty, claſſed ſo as to be ready to come forth at the 
lame time, there were to be ſecondary Sections of ten each, under 
the repreſentation and diręction of a tythingman. There was alſqg 
a General Committee of Correſpandence, | 

This gommittee, in fact, appears to have exiſted for a conſider» 

able time, to have conſiſted of a number not exceeding five, to 
| have tranſacted and directed all the ſecret bulineſs of the Society, 

and they, were authoriſed to communicate to the larger meetings 

Ah matters as they thought adviſable. | | 

It ſeems almoſt unneceſſary for the Committee to point dut ta 

the obſervatign of the Houſe, that a Society (whatever be the con- 

* | dition of the individuals who compoſe it) ſo organized, the phraſg 

ded} they adopt in their printed plan, and ſo connected with other So- 
thel cities in various parts of the iſland, is capable of giving the imme 
* date effect of an united operation to whatever meaſures may he pro- 
5 poſed by their leaders, eſpecially when the recent example of 
gel rance affords ſo ſtriking an inſtance of the deſtructive effect of ſuch 
wy a. combination. The Committee muſt at the ſame time remark, 
—_ that this conſtitution (as it is called) in the decliratjon of principles 

4 by which it is introduced, the teſts required of the members, and 
the general frame of the proviſions, evidently ſhaw that the mode! 
on which it is formed is that which has led to the annihilation of all 
regular government in France, and to the deſpotiſm of a few demay 
1 through the power and influence of the clubs. 

nder this ſtate of things, and when all this arrangement had 
been previouſly formed, the project of procuring arms was brought 
orward, The preciſe date when it took place cannot be aſcer - 
tamed, for it appears to have bern conducted in moſt places with 
Neuliar ſecrecy and caution. | | 
vt, IV. : j 1 80 
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So early as the time of the meeting at Edinburgh, the facility of 
rocuring arms, particularly pikes, the uſe and efficacy of them as 
it had been proved in France, had been diſcuſſed at ſome of the 
diviſion meetings; but no ſpecific meaſure to this effect had been 
taken till a much later period. | ; | | 
About the month of March 1794, private meetings had been 
held twice a week, in various places of and adjoining to the metro- 
polis, for the purpoſe of inſtructing men in the uſe of the firelock ; 
the places of ſuch meeting were changed to avoid detection; and 
were choſen by a committee. They exerciſed chiefly by night; 
and no perſons were admitted but by a printed ticket, with the in- 
ſeription, Liberty to thoſe who dare to be free.” The number of 
firelocks actually provided, as far as it has been diſcovered, may | 
ſeem inconſiderable for the execution of any deſign, although, for | 
the purpoſe of teaching the exerciſe, it had a moſt dangerous ex- 
tent ; but in reſpe& of the circumſtances of the perſons who pur- 
chaſed, or ſubſcribed for the purchaſe, the number is an o | 
ſome conſideration; and it appears that the Artillery Houle, and 
gunſmith ſhops in various parts of the metropolis, were looked to 
as furniſhing a ready reſource upon occaſion, and as the means of 
pply of arms to perſons already inſtructed 
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providing an abundant ſu 
in the uſe of them. | | | 

The Committee has ſtated the number, ſo far as already diſco- } 
vered, to be inconſiderable; but they muſt add, that after they 1 
ſuppoſed their inquiry to be cloſed, a recent diſcovery communi- 
cated to them has added largely to the number, | 
The uſe of pikes formed a ftill more conſiderable part of the in- 
The effect of this weapon had often been diſ- 
cuſſed at meetings, and a correſpondence had been entered into 
erſons at Sheffield for providing a ſupply of them. The 
price for the iron- work was fixed ſo low as a ſhilling ; and if the 
coſt exceeded that amount (which it appears it muſt have done), 
lus was to be paid by a perſon at Sheffield, who was to be } 
In purſuance of this plan, letters, 
dated the 24th of April, were ſent from Sheffield to the Cor- } 
reſponding: Society, and, under their cover, to another Society at | 
Norwich, advertiſing them that the pikes were in a forward ſtate 
nd fixing the terms on which they were to be de- 


tended armament. 


reimburſed by the Society. 


of preparation, a 


The Committee think it proper to ſubjoin a hand- bill, printed 
in April for the London Correſponding Society, and diſtributed 
at a meeting: ; | 

« Countrymen, you are told by thoſe who are in office that 
er of a French invaſion ; you are told by thoſe | 
© who are out of office that you are in danger of a Heſſian or 
« Hanoverian invaſion: In either cafe arms will be of uſe to yo. 


ong yourſelves. Get arms, and learn the uſe of 


« you are in dan 


% Agree: am 


formir 
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At Sheffield, the meaſure of arming with pikes, after the exam- 
ple of the French, was more openly purſued : It had been recom- 
mended in April laft, in public harangues, by a perſon whoſe name 
often occurs in the courſe of this conſpiracy, but who has not yet 
been apprehended, to great numbers of people, as well as by hand- 
bills dittributed, excſting them to arm. The pikes were made 


under the orders of that perſon, who particularly directed the form 


and ſize of them. Several perſons were employed in the manufac- 
ture, which was making a conſiderable progreſs, before the alarm 
given by the apprehenſion of the Secretaries of the two Societies 
in London. Beſides the pikes, another ſort of inſtrument was, 
produced at Sheffield, the uſe of which was w explained) to be 
thrown about in the night on the read, for laming the men and 
the horſes who might be employed to quell any commotions. 

In the progreſs of the examinations into this conſpiracy, an ac- 
cidental diſcovery was made in Scotland, which has more fully ex- 
plained the exteut of the danger, and the ample range of the whole 
deſign. | | 
From the nature of the proceedings carried on in Scotland, in 
conſequence of that diſcovery, it was impoſſible for the Committee 
10 examine particularly into the evidence of it; they have therefore 
tranſmitted to the Houſe the information communicated to them 
on this head, in the form in which they have received it, and 
added it in an Appendix to the Report. All the obſervations 


they are authoriſed to make upon it is, that the evidence which 


they have examined clearly proves, Iſt, A decided purpoſe of 
forming another Britiſh Convention in ſuch central place as ſhould 
be afterwards communicated. 2d, Meaſures concerted, and in 
part actually taken, for aſſembling that Convention. 3d, A pre- 
paration of arms to oppoſe and withſtand any attempt to diſperſe 
ſuch a meeting. 4th, A continued connexion and correſpondence 
between thoſe Societies in England, by whoſe co-operation theſe 
meaſures were to be executed, and the leading members of the 
former Britiſh Convention, which actually held its meetings at 


Edinburgh in November 1793. 


Upon the ſubject of the preparation of arms, the Committee 
have been forced to enter into more detail than was conſiſtent with 
the general plan of their Report in reſpect to the other parts of the 
caſe, which was to ſtate the general reſult, and not the particular 
circumſtances. | | 5 

On the moſt deliberate conſideration of all the evidence before 


them, it appears to the Committee, that there are the moſt con- 


vincing proofs, not only of a plan formed in theory, to procure, 
by A; means, ſome partial change of the laws by which this 
kingdom has been happily governed, but of a formed conſpiracy to 
aſſemble, under the name of a Convention, a number of perſons 


| aſſuming to be the repreſentatives of the nation, for the expreſs 


Purpoſe of making their reſolutions to be law, and of ſubverting, 
by their authority, the whole frame of the Government, and the 
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conſtitution of this realm, its Monarchy, its Parliament, and its 
fundamental laws. | TIEN 
That, to effectuate the purpoſe of this conſpiracy, meaſure; 


| had been actually taken for an arrangement and diſtribution of the 


perſons ſeduced to engage in it, a concert and communication eſta. 

bliſhed between different bodies of men in different parts of the 

country, to aſſemble at ſome certain time and place, by ſome ſecret 
concert and direction, conſultations held of the acts to be done for 
the furtherance of this conſpiracy of the moſt traitorous import, 
and arms prepared and preparing for ſupporting, by force, the 
ſudden execution of theſe daring and deſperate * the ſucceſs 
of which, if they could have ſucceeded, muſt have produced the 
total ſubverſion of the conſtitution, with the deſtruction of his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon, family, and government, and the annihilation of our 
hu and liberties, and the mere attempt of which, though we may 
Juitly conclude, that 5 the loyalty of the kingdom it muſt have 
been defeated, would have involved this country in all the horrors 
of inſurrection, from the calamities of which we have now, by the 
Divine Providence, been happily exempted. 

The Committee muſt farther obſerve, that there is alſo as ſtrong 
a degree of evidence as the nature of the caſe will admit, that the 
aim of the leaders in this conſpiracy extended to as complete a re- 
volution in this country, as that which has taken place in France 
ſince the month of Auguſt 1792; _ | 

Their adoption of the priticiples and opinions of the French Con- 
vention; their inceſſant exertions to propagate the ſame doctrines 
here ; their attachment to the intereſts of the French revolutionary 


government ; their perſuaſion that there was an intimate connexion 


between the caule they meant to ſerve and the ſucceſs of the French, 
and even their hope of deriving aſſiſtance from the French arms; 


appear not by looſe talk, but by the deliberate and adviſed diſeourſes 
held at their meetings, by the written correſpondence of fome of 


the moſt active members, and by the communications between the 
different Societies; emiſſaries alſo have been ſent by them among 
his Majeſty's troops, and papers circulated in the vain hope of ſe- 
ducing them from their loyalty ; and projects of the molt deſperate 


and flagitious nature, reſpecting the Members of both Houſes of | 


Parliament, and even the ſafety of his- Majeſty's moſt ſacred perſon 
and of his royal family, have not merely been uttered, but enter- 


| tained and diſcuſſed amongſt them. | | 
The oſtenſible object of the ſeveral meetings whoſe members were 


to be the followers in this conſpiracy, namely, parliamentary re- 
form, is 4 pretext that could . on none but the molt cre- 
dulous, ignorant, and unwary: he only reform they ever pro- 


feſſed was, the eitabliſhment of univerſal ſuffrage, and annual re- 


ante er ; theſe they had aſſumed and declared to be theirs by 


nherent and unalienable right ; a right not to be relinquiſhed but | 
With their lives, and which none but thicves and traitors could wiſh Þ 


to withbold from them. | 
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The aſſembling a Convention was evidently not for conſulting 
upon the fitneſs of the mea. ure, but to be itſelf the means of ob- 
taining it; and they had previouſly diſclaimed, in the moſt expreſs 
terms, the only legal means of obtaining any change of the _ 
laws by an application to the legiſlature, declaring that they mult 
depend only on their own ſtrength and courage, for obtaining of 
what they termed their rights. | | . 

The neceſſary reſult is, that the application of ſtiength and cou- 
rage muſt have been the object for which ſuch an aſſembly was to 
be called, it not being the purpoſe of thoſe who formed it to obtain 
laws from any other authority but their own ; having not only in 
the private meetings, but public declarations, openly profeſſed that 
they were to ſeek redreſs ee their own laws, and not from the 
laws of thoſe they termed their plunderers, enemies, and oppreſſors. 

The accompliſhment of ſuch a purpoſe neceſſarily implies the 
overthrow of all ſubordination in the ſtate, the abolition of the efta- 
bliſhed form of Parliament, together with the deſtruction of heredi- 
tary monarchy, and the ſubverſion of every ſafeguard which the wiſ- 


dom of ages has eſtabliſhed in this happy country for the peace and 


welfare of ſociety, for the encouragement of induſtry, morality, and 
religion, for the protection of innocence, and the puniſhment of vice, 
and for the ſecure enjoyment of property, of liberty, and of life 
itſelf. Under the circumſtances of theſe deſigns, deliberately en- 
tertained, openly avowed, and on the very point of being attempted 
to be executed, your Committee feel that they have executed their 
duty in laying before your Lordſhips the important reſult of their 
mquiriesz and that it becomes them to leave it to the wiſdom of 
your Lordſhips to conſider what ſteps it may be proper for this 
Houſe to take in order to manifeſt its abhorrence of this wicked 
conſpiracy ; its deſire that every proper meaſure may be exerted in 
order to give energy and vigour to the execution of the laws by 


which the ſubjects of this realm are protected againſt theſe criminal 
durpoſes; and its readineſs to afford to his Majeſty every degree of 
aſſiſtance and ſupport which is due from us as loyal and affectionate 


ſubjects, and as men deeply impreſſed with a ſcale of the value of 


che bleflings which we enjoy. | 
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No. 1. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas to 


Cl 


incloſing Four Drafts of Pikes, or Spear Heads. 


My Lord, Whitehall, May 19th, 1794. 
133 received this morning from the Sheriff Depute of the 
county of Edinburgh, authentic information of an accidental 
diſcovery, made on the 15th and 16th ult. ; the general report of 
which I feel it proper to ſtate to you, as it ſeems materially con- 
nected with the inquiry in which the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Lords is now engaged. | 


the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 19th, 1794, 


The creditors of a bankrupt having received information that 


put of his goods had been embezzled, and were ſecreted in the 


| houſe of an individual, the uſual warrant was iſſued, authoriſing a 


ſearch to be made in the ſuſpected place; and, in carrying it it into 
execution on the afternooa of the 15th, the officers diſcovered in 
2 private place, where they appeared to have been concealed, 
twelve pike or ſpear heads of the conſtruction and dimenſions in 
the incloſed draught. The proprietor of 'the houſe, who hap- 


pened to be from home at the time, was ſoon thereafcer taken into 


enſtody ; and, on being carried before the proper magiſtrate for 
examination, refuſed to give any account of theſe weapons, to 
whom they belonged, or for what purpoſes they were intended. 
On a more narrow ſearch, there was likewiſe diſcovered in a pri- 
vate and concealed part of the houſe, two other pike or ſpear 


heads, ſimilar to the others; two battle axes, of the form and di- 


menſions delineated in the incloſed paper; and a ſhaft or pole with 
a ſcrew on the end, fitted for receiving either the ſpear head, or 
battle axe. | i 

Immediate inquiry being made aſter the perſons with whom this 
individual had lately been ſeen in company, and two blackſmiths 
being mentioned among them, their houſes and ſhops were imme- 


diately ſearched; one of the two was alſo taken into cuſtody, the 


other eſcaped and abſconded. In the ſhop of the firſt of theſe men 
were found four pike or ſpear heads finiſhed, fitted with ſcrews and 


ſockets, and ready to be fixed on ſhafts; eight battle eh, _— 
ttc 
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fitted and finiſhed ; and twenty blades more not quite finiſhed, but 
early ſo. | | 

8 Ts the ſhop and dwelling-houſe of the other who had abſconded, 
no ſuch weapons were found ; but the apprentices, on being exa- 
mined before a magiſtrate, acknowledged that the pike or f 
heads firſt diſeovered had been privately manufactured in their 
maſter's ſhop during the courſe of this fortnight paſt, and carried 
privately to his houſe as ſoon as completed. 

The battle axes and blades appear alſo to have been manufactured 
within this fortnight paſt; and were intended, as the maker of 
them ſaid, for the purpoſe of arming the people ſhould an invaſion 


take place; but it appears that to his apprentices, whom he had 


employed in aſſiſting him to make them, he pretended they were 
meant for a gate: An account obviouſly falſe, as he could not point 
out any gate for which theſe weapons were intended ; nor name any 
perſon who had ordered him to frame a gate of ſo particular a 
conſtruction. i | 
Theſe circumſtances have induced the magiſtrates to commit all 
the perſons concerned for examination; and the reſult of the in- 
quiries which are at preſent carrying forward I expect will be re- 
ularly communicated to me. It is proper alſo to inform your 
Lend that all the perſons chiefly concerned appear to have been 


Members of the Britiſh Convention, which met at Edinburgh laſt 


winter, and, ſince the diſperſion of it, have continued the moſt 
active and leading perſons in the Societies whoſe Delegates com- 
poſed the principal part of that meeting; who appear at preſent 
taking meaſures for calling another Convention of the ſame na- 


ture, which they expected is to take place ſoon in England; and 


ſome of wliom have acknowledged, that the propricty of the indi- 
viduals compoling theſe Societies arming themſelves with ſpears 
and pikes has, within theſe few weeks pait, been the ſubje& of 


converſation amongſt them, and ſteps taken for carrying that pur- 


poſe into execution with caution and ſecrecy. 

The ſilence of one of the perſons, the inconfitent and contra- 
dictory account of the other, and the flight of the third, throw a 
very ſtrong ſuſpicion on the purpoſes and intentions of the parties 
concerned in this tranſaction. The Sheriff is in the courſe of his 
duty proceeding to inveſtigate the matter more accurately: But I 
conſider 1t neceſſary and proper to communicate, through your 
Lordſhip to the Committee, information ſo intimately connected 
with the object of its inquiries, however imperfect that informa- 
tion till is; but which I have no doubt will ſoon be completed. 


I am, 
My Lord, 
| - Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
The Moft Noble Humble Servant, 
the Marquis of Stafford. HENRY DUNDAS. 


8 "gp. + 
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No. 2. 


Letter from the Right Honourable! Mr. Secretary Dundas to 


the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, May 23d, 1794, 
incloſing Copy of a printed Paper, dated Dundee, 12th 
April 1794 n | 
My Lord, 7 Whitehall, 23d May 1794. 
I HAVE. received this morning farther accounts from tho 
Sheriff Depute of Edinburgh of the tranſaction ſtated in my laſt 


letter ; and the reſult of the inquiries fince made by that magiſ. 


trate, and which are ſt ill going forward, appear to me of ſuch a 
pature as to deſerve the particular attention of the Secret Com- 
mittee. | | | h 

One of the individuals mentioned in my former letter has ſince 


made a diſcloſure ; and a perſon ſince taken into cuſtody, and whq 


appears to have been privy to the whole tranſaction, has confeſſed 
that theſe weapons were the firſt of a very large number and quan- 


- tity actually ordered to be made, and intended to be privately dif 


perſed 2 the members of the various Societies throughout 
Scotland, ſtyling themſelves Friends of the People, and who ap- 


pear to be at preſent employed in taking meaſures for calling to- 
gether another Britiſh Convention of Delegates to be held in Eng- 


land. An order has been given from one town alone in Scotland 
for a large quantity of weapons of the nature deſcribed; no leſs a 


number than four thouſand has been mentioned, and more are in- 
pended to be diſtributed in Edinburgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to 


have been diſpatched within this I or three weeks paſt to 
the manufacturing towns in the Welt of Scotland, for the purpoſe 
af ſounding the inclinations of ſuch of the inhabitants there wha 


are known to he members of theſe Societies; and there 1s reaſon 


to believe, from information received from various different quarters, 
that theſe perſous have by no means been untucceſsful, 
Paiſley is in particular alluded to as being in a ſtate of great 
readineſs; aud there has been poſitive information received 
rough other channels, that within theſe three weeks, perſons of 
that deſcriptioh have aſſembled themſelves to a very conſiderable 
number in the night-time for the purpoſe of practiſing the uſe of 
arcs, The particulars of this information, and the extent to 
hich theſe meetings have proceeded, are at preſent matter of in- 
gairy with the proper magiſtrates of the place, but the reſult has 


* 


not vet been received. 


Th. formation of this plan is now traced home to certain per- 
ſons, ſome of whom are ju cuſtody, who appear to be entruſted by 
theſe Societies in Scotland with the moſt unlimited powers in di- 
recking their future proceeding s, carrying on their correſpondence, 


aud who att as a Committee of Secrecy, conſiſting of a certain 


roumber of perfons the principal and moſt active members OY 
Irmih Cunvernticn..- 1 he clinging of delegates to the expecte 
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benvention in England, the place of whoſe meeting is not yet di- 
vulged, and the raifing of contributions amoug the various Socie- 
ties throughout Scotland for defraying the charges of ſuch dele- 
gates, appear to be the material part of their preſent employment, 
nnd in which it would ſeem they have made ſome progreſs; and 
it is the ſame Committee who have for theſe ſome weeks paſt 
been conſulting and taking meaſures for arming themſelves and 
the members of the various clubs with pikes and battle-axes, and 
| who have _— the perſons above-mentioned in manufaQur- 
ing them. e ſcheme appears to have been firſt propoſed and 
agreed upon about a month ago; to have been ſince carried on 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy and caution; and the weapons, ſo far as 
has yet been diſcovered, manufactured by ſuch perſons, in ſuch 
fall quantities, in ſuch circumſtances, and under ſuch preten 
2s not to render the progreſs of the work 22 liable to ſfuſ- 
picion or detection; and 1t was brought to light by the very acci- 
dental and ſingular incident which I mentioned in my former 
kit FD | 
l have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the magiſtrates and 
officers of the law in Scotland have been and ſtill continue active 
in the ſearches and inquiries _— at the different ſuſpected 
places within their reſpective juriſdictions. In Perth and Dundee 
| nothing has been diſcovered which can lead me to believe, that 
meafures have been taken ineither of theſe places for making arms, 
the manufacture of which ſeems to have been confined to Edin- 
burgh, and intended tochave been gradually diſperſed from thence 
to ſuch places as required them. No ſuch weapons have been diſ- 
covered at Paiſley or its neighbourhood, though the intention of 


uming and holding regular nightly meetings are perfectly aſcer- 


Information has alſo been communicated, of the authenticity of 
which there is no room to doubt, that a conſpiracy has been 
formed, as ſoon as a proper number of theſe weapons were diftri- 
buted among the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to ſeize in 
the night the perſons of the principal magiſtrates and officers of 
the law, the banks, the public offices, guards, and priſon, and after 
intieing the ſoldiery from the caſtle, by kindling a fire in the mid- 
de of the city, to intercept them on their return, by means of dif- 

ferent armed parties to be properly ſtationed for that purpoſe. 

It appears likewiſe from indiſputable facts, that the moſt ſecret 
and artful means have been and are ſtill uſing with the Fencible Re- 
ments in Scotland to excite them to diſobedience and mutiny. 

e printed paper which I herewith tranſmit, has been induſtri- 
oully circulated for that purpoſe. EY”. | 

I have the honour tobe, 
| 5 | My Lord, | 
. Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Marquis of Stafford. Humble ſervant, N b 
; HENRY DUNDAS. 
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. TIncloſed in Mr. Dungas's Letter to Lord Privy Seal, dates — 
A y 23d, 1794. . ere 2 
Ty PHO EW ere 
8 1 
Friends and Breth ten.... doſed 
11 is with the greateſt pleaſure that your countrymen are in- and ho! 
formed, That ſuch is your attachment and love to them, and to 5 
your native country, that you manfully and firmly reſolye not to Hon 
* ror it upon any terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were care, w 
firſt engaged. Your countrymen love you; and their hearts] land ? 
would be as much wounded to part with you, as yours would be to and def 
i de ſeparated from them. They well know that they are (ic were in 
i under the protection of their fathers, their /ons, their brother: in] dication 
=_ zern; and they neither wiſh: for deſire any other defenders — Thou 
| They hope an believe that your hearts are filled with the ſame wiſh for 
| > Sotiments, 51:4 „ Hours - 39 Fea, bi: ; which m 
5 Ihe great maſs of the people from amongſt whom you have in- plare—d 
| | ' liſted, have been'repreſeqted to you as your enemies ;---believe not to go.— 
| the aſfertion ; they have been taught to conſider you as foes; but Your co 
1 1 do not fear finding friends among their brethren. MF , ant 
0 heir cauſe and yours is the ſame. They are poor, but they v. 
| i have honeſt hearts; hearts which ſympathize in your cauſe: They Dunde 
look for the ſame friendſhip and the ſame ſympathy in yo. They | 
; | »  Fejoice to hear that you are becoming daily more convinced of the 
- great truth that the Jaw ought. to be the ſame to the Highlander 
| and to Lowlander ; to the rich and to the por 3 and that no many 
dan be compelled to take up arms, by any authority whatſoever, un 
14 leſs his run inclinations. prompt bim ſo to do. . 1 
g H This truth has been hitherto carefully concealed from you, but 
| it is not leſs certain. The will of your laird cannot, without you Letter fr 
1 own conſent, ſeparate you from your families and friends, althougY the Lor 
.A many of you may have experienced the exertions of ſuch a povwery | 
5 | however unjuſt, and however contrary to law. ; My-] 
. We reſpec and admire the principle which induces you (thovgl T Fs 
[ | neceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) till to perſiſt in reg a HAV 
„ maining to defend your friends at home; and not to quit a count ga g 
if try which holds pledges ſo dear. 1 | TER 
1 When you are gone, where ic their defence ?---They may be ei ; pi cond 
1 ther left ævithout protection, or may ſoon ſee their country over! 10 in 
of by foreign troops; ſuch as in time paſt have already ſhed the bloof + eir ine 
4 of your anceſtors without provocation, and without remorſe; ant Wen f 
4 who would feel perhaps as little compunction in ſhedding Heir, . $ (ſerera 
_ ' Prepared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mercenars u dent. 
1 may violate the chaſtity' of your xives, your ſiſters, and your daugh R 
| ters, and, when deſire is ſatiated, cruelly max reſume its place * 5 a l 
their hearts, as experience has too well and too ord ſhown ; 3 DN they 
Fiends, parents, children, brothers, may be involved in one co bes aye? 
| | g 
* The words in Italics are in large letters in the printed copy. Kareſs, © 
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nen ſaughter⸗ The, cruel maſſacre of Glencoe cannot yet be for- 


quien: Ars there not among, you whole forefathers perihed, 
k ! | oſpitalit 

hay: pierced. — N daggers 7 treacherous gu + — 
e feaſt prepared hy the hand of unſuſpecting friendſhip was 
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Gans, and will in their turn lift up their arms to protect and zſſiſt 
0 | 2 wy 
Dundee, Aprit 12th, 1794- 


Ns: 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas te 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 24th May 1794. 


My Lord. Whitehall, 24th May 194. 
I HAVE received no further accounts of the reſult of the in- 
quries going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry to ſtate that I 
re received information from the Sheriff of the county of Ren- 
frew, confirmed by letters received from other reſpectabie perſons 
uf alley, that the magiſtrates of that place having, in the courſe 
af their inquiries, committed on the afternoon of the 19th a man 
v cultody for further examination, a conſiderable number of per- 


i Frefident, whom they addrefſed by the title of Citizen Prei- 
t voted a number of Refolutions to the following purpoſe : 
N a National Convention ſhould be immediately called, to 
Whch they would ferd delegates. | | Eh 
at they ſhould not petition Parliament, as it was to thems 
"es alone, and to ſuch Convention, they could look for 


Rdreſs, - 
' kk2 Tuer 
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in the future execution of their duty, which has been anxiouſly | 


the common courſe of legal and judicial inquiry againſt any of the } 


many of whom have choſem and all, as tar as is yet known, 816 | 


They then proceeded to conſider the conduct of the ſheriff an 
magiſtrates in committing their brother citizen, as he was termed; 
And after much diſcuſſion as to the propriety of immediately re. 
leafing him by force, the majority ſeemed inclined to take mild | 
meaſures firſt, and to ſend a deputation to aſk his releaſe ; but 
the magiſtrates having received information of what was intended, | 
and diſmiſſed the man from cuſtody, the mob diſperſed with three 
cheers, having been previouſly inſtructed by their Preſident to ab- 
Kain from further tumult, and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly 
conduc, * MP : TV | 

The authority of the civil magiſtrate is in the mean time en- 
tirely ſuperſeded, and until a proper force is ſent to protect them 


required by the ſheriff and magiſtrates, they dare not proceed in 


perſons who are ſuſpeQed of being concerned in theſe violent and | 
tumultuary proceedings. But it cannot eſcape the obſervation of 
the Committee, how accurately this intelligence correſponds with, 
and confirms the information yeſterday communicated, as to the 
ſtate of the minds of theſe people in that neighbourhood, the alarm } 
which their leaders feel as to the reſult of the legal inquiries at 
preſent depending, and the regular ſyſtematic connexion between 
them and the leaders at Edinburgh, as diſcoyered from the jet 
unfiniſhed and hafty examinations taken in that city. I 
: I have the honour to be, 

NET My Lord, | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Humble es ; 
HENRY DUNDAYS, 3 


The Moſt Noble 
the Marquis of Stafford. 


ol * by —_— - * —_ 


No. 4. 


Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas fa 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, 27th May 1794. 
My Lord, Whitehall, 27th May 1794. 
I HAVE this morning received farther information from Scot 
land, which appears to me proper to be communicated to che 
Committee. 08 : = 
The perſons in whoſe cuſtody the weapons formerly deſcribed] 
were found, appear to have acted for ſome time paſt under th 4 
name of a Committee of Ways and Means appointed by the Britich 
Convention; and to have been empowered b the various Societ1e 
throughout Scotland to direct all their future proceedings, MR 
means of emiſſaries privately diſpatched to different parts of 
country. The Committee has ſignified to, and prepared a 1 
ber of the Societies for the approaching Convention in England] 
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to chuſe delegates to attend it,, and ſubſcribe for their expences. 


The time and place af meeting was not divulged; and were to be 
communicated from Edinburgh, in proper time, by individuals to 
be ſent from thence for that purpoſe, whoſe arrival was daily 
looked for by ſeveral of the different Societies. One of the mem- 
bers of the late Convention at Edinburgh appears, within this 
fortuight paſt, to have been diſpatched, and to have actually per- 
formed an extenſive tour through the weſt part of Scotland; to 
have. viſited, in his progreſs, the towns of Queensferry, Falkirk, 
Stirling, St, Ninian's, Kilſyth, Kirkintuloch, Camprie, Glaſgow, 
and. Paiſley; in all of which places he appears to have met with the 
principal perſons concerned in theſe Societies; to have leſt with 
them aud the members of the Societies copies of a circular letter 
from the Committee of Edinburgh, and inſtructed them in what 
manner they were in future to carry on their correſpondence; and 
to haye ſuggeſted to them the propriety of furniſhing themſelves 
with arms for the purpoſes of defence, under the pretence of de- 
fending themſelves againſt foreign troops. Pls | 

An attempt has been made to diſtribute ſome of the weapons 


| mw diſcovered at Edinburgh, by means of perſons privately diſ- 


atched to the country for that purpoſe, and which ſeems only ta 
E failed in its execution from the timidity of the perſons ſoli- 
eited to do ſo. | 3 8 | 


An individual of the ſame deſcription has been taken into cuſ- 


tody in the country, who appears to have commiſſioned, and ac- 
tually received from England ſome muſkets and bayonets: On 
being queſtioned by the proper magiſtrate, he has refuſed giving 
any explanation farther than that he commiſſioned them in the 
way of his buſineſs.— But it does not appear that he ever dealt in 
{uch articles before; no perſon appears to have commiſſioned him 
to procure any fuch, and there ſeems to be full evidence of his 
having ſolicited others to purchaſe what they of themſelves were 
not thinking of or wiſhing to provide. 9 7 

He admits having correſponded with the London Correſpond- 
ing Society on the ſubject of a Convention, and that the Society, 
of which he is a leader, had agreed to ſend delegates to it as ſoon 
as the time and place of meeting ſhould be divulged. | 
A requiſition has been made by the magiſtrates and principal 
inhabitants of Paiſley for a military force to protect them in the 
execution of their duty, and in their perſons and properties, which 
has been duly attended to. It is with much ſatisfaction I inform 
your Lordſhip, that the gentlemen of eſtate and character in the 
county of Renfrew have voluntarily ſtepped forward, and deter- 
Ained to ſupport the authority of the civil magiſtrate. | 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, gs 2 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


HENRY DUNDAS, 
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Letter from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas tg 
the Lord Privy Seal, dated Whitehall, ad June 1794. 


My Lord, | Whitehall, zd June 1794. 
THE information I have received this morning from Etin. 
burgh enables me to ſtate to the Committee, that the tranſactions. 
communicated in my former letters are farther cleared up by the 

inquiries which have ſince taken place in that city. 

ome of the perſons who abſconded on the firſt diſcovery of the 
arms concealed in certain houſes have been diſcovered and appre. 
hended; and the reſult of theſe farther inquiries confirms, in al. 
moſt every particular, the account received from other quarters, 
and the import of which I have already laid before the Committee. 
The eſtabliſhment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, inveſted 
with full powers to direct the future operations of the Societies 
throughout Scotland; the regular correſpondence privately car- 
ried on by means of emiſſaries diſpatched to the different towns; 
the aſcertaining the exact number of perſons in theſe Societies, 
who were directed to provide themſelves with arms, and to hold 
themſelves in readineſs for any meaſure which the Secret Com- 
mittee might in due time communicate, are confirmed by every 
account ang information which the magiſtrates have received: 
And an individual, who has been lately taken into cuſtody, has 
confirmed the account received from a different quarter of the 
dangerous delign, planned by the Edinburgh Committee, of ef- 
fecting a general inſurrection as ſoon as they were ready and pre- 
_ pared for carrying it into execution, by the ſeizure: of the prin- 
cipal magiſtrates. and officers of the law at midnight, and poleff, 
ing themſelves of the priſons and public offices, as ſtated to your 
Lordfhip in my letter of the 2  ; May, and then communicated 
through a different channel from that through which the preſent 
confirmation of theſe circumſtances has been received. The plan 
ſeems not only to have been diſcuſſed and deliberated on by the 
ringleaders at ron ages es but to have proceeded a certain degree 
in its ſteps towards actual execution, which appear to have been 
conducted with the utmoſt caution; and there is reaſon to believe, Mi 
that the execution of the plan was not to be confined to Edin-  Mr.\ 
burgh, but was meant to take place in ſome of the moſt conſider- | 
able towns in Scotland on a certain day, and at one and the ſame 
time. The proper and uſual ſteps have been taken for bringing 
the offenders to trial; and thoſe againſt whom the information 
chiefly points, are detained in cuſtody, | | 3 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 


Humble ſervant, 
HENRY DUNDAS. 
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PAPERS, ACCOUNTS, ESTIMATES, &c. 


"LAID BEFORE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN THE 


_ COURSE OF THE SESSION. | 5 


* — following, relative to the ſtate of Nova Scotia and New 


runſwick, were preſented and laid on the table, Friday, 


Fed. 81. 


No. 1. Extra? of a Letter from Leintenant-Governor Wentavorth ts 
Ar. Secretary Dundas; dated Halifax, 22d March 1993. 


Tam el taking preparatory ſteps for calling out the in- 
' ternal force of t 


| e province, whenever his Majeſty's ſervice may 
requite it ; and have no doubt ſeven or eight thouſand good men 


may be aſſembled readily, in caſe that meaſure ſnould become ne- 


No. 2. Zatras of a Letter from Liewtenant-Gooerner Wentworth to 


Ar. Secretary Dundas ; dated Halifax, 22d March 1793. 


J am deeply penetrated with the moſt grateful ſentiments, for 
the conſideration his Majeſty's ſervants have been pleaſed to take 
on my propoſal for raiſing a provincial regiment, which I can com- 


plete in a very ſhort time, with able men, moſtly uſed” to ſerviee, 


and would be a great and moſt uſeful addition of force to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice ; more particularly in caſes of emergency, or ini 
cal attempts on theſe provinces, whereia, from their krowled 

the country, their habits of travelling and hardſhip, they might be 
ef ſingular utility. | 1 8 Ti 


No. 3. Petra? of @ Letter from Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth * 
Ar. Secretary Dundas ; dated Halifax, Nova Scotia, 2d May 1793. 


I have had the honour to receive your letter to me, dated Whites 


ball, Sth February 1793, fi ifying his Majeſty's commands that 
I ſhould inſtantly take the ſteps neceſſary to raiſe a corps of 600 


men; and that his Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to allow 
me to be Colonel of ſaid corps. 5 
I moſt humbly. intreat permiſſion to expreſs that I feel the 


higheſt and moſt dutiful ſenſe of this mark of his Majeſty's moſt 
Sracious condeſcenſion and royal favour, which muſt animate my 
unceaſing zeal and exertions-in his Majeſty's ſervice. 


In humble obedience thereto, I immediately iſſued orders for en- 


x liting men, and have now eighty atteſted, and in the 3 


Wes —— -— a 


Ogilvic and Captain Affleck, for the expedition now proceedin 


under their command, offered to go on board the veſſels volun- 


tarily, but, having fince procured men more uſed to the ſea, Cap- 
tain Affleck has Liſpenſed with their ſervices. I have not any re- 
turns from the recruiting parties in the country, but hear gene- 
rally tþat they are very fen inſomuch that I have the fulleſt 
hope to complete the regiment in a few months. 
Fo obedience to his Ma 


ajeſty's commands, I ſignified to Lieute- 
nant Colonel Robinſon, and ſince I have had the honour to receive 
jou letter of the 27th of February 1793, J ſignified to Major 


arclay, his Majeſty's pleaſure, in his nomination to be Lieutenant 


Colonel of the regiment te be raiſed in Nova Scotia. From the 


former I have not received any anſwer, as the poſt is not jet 


arrived. 5 
Major Barclay is highly ſenſible of, and humbly grateful for th 
honour done him in this mark of the royal favour, and is ready in 
every way to exert his beſt abilities in his Majeſty's ſervice, which 
he conſiders may be moſt effectually promoted by his being em- 
e e raiſe a regiment of Militia Volunteers, to be commanded 
by reſpectable [nag ax officers, and to be compoſed of men who 
have ſerved under them reſpectivelx, and who, from their having 
farms and families, caunot enliſt in the regiment now raiſing. This 


regiment to conſiſt of ten choſen companies, two of which to be 
artillery, and one of. horſe, to be well diſciplined, and ready to 


march to the defence of any part of the province—and more. par- 
ticularly to defend that part of the province which is moſt expoſed 
to hoſtile incurſions on the Bays of St. Mary's, Annapolis, and 
Fundy, to be paid and ſubſiſted only when actually employed and 
called againſt an enemy, and no other expence whatever. This 
.;&orps, to conſiſt of 1,000 men, will be of the higheſt utility to bis 
ajeſty's ſervice, and indeed almoſt eſſential to the ſafety of the 


drawn. I have therefore acceded to his requeſt to reſign his nomi- 


tion, and to be employed in the militia regiment, where, J am per- 


ſuaded, he can be more uſeful to his Majeſty's ſervice, and which 
will alſo be more convenient to his private affairs, eſpecially as he 
is Speaker of the Houſe of Aſſem ly in this province. 3% 
Captain Howe, late of his Majeſty's rogth, and Captain Ald- 


ridge, late of his Majeſty's 4oth regiments, applied to ſerve in this | 


regiment upon hal -pay only, and without claim of rank. Mr. 


Tange, now Adjutant, and on leave from the Goth, has alſo offered | 


his ſervices upon the ſame terms. As theſe gentlemen are highly 
reſpectable in this province, and pre- eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
their military accompliſhments, and may be of the greateſt fervice 
in forming a new-rai{ed regiment, and no expence incurred by 

vernment thereby, I have thought it exceedingly beneficial for the 


King's ſervice to employ them in raiſing and diſciplining the re- 


giment, until his Majeſty's pleaſure is fignified, upon their having 


commiſſions reſpectively. Ihe Enſigns upon half- pay, reſident * | 


4. 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO NOVA SCOTIA, 446. 
this town; twenty of whom being wanted by Brigadier General 


Province, while his Majeſty's regular eſtabliſhed regiments are with- | 


19 


minate gentlemen properly qualified, who, being free of incumbrances, 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO NOVA SEOTIA, „% — wat 


farms, and of, ſuch an advanced age, that it would be exceedin ly 
detrimental to them tb leave their reſpective fituations, and join 4 
Nora Scotia regiment. It will therefore be neceſſary for me to no- 


will ſerve on half-pay, until his Majeſty's pleaſure is known. In 
nomination to the other commiſhons, I ſhall moſt attentively en- 


the 
deayour to juſtify the confidence you are pleaſed to honour me with, 
/ both in the beſt poſſible economy, and in recommending for com- 


miſſtons from the ſole motives of the moſt upright duty to his Ma- 


* ſervice. | | 
| the utmoſt deference I intreat your favourable recommenda- 


tion for his Majeſty's moſt gracious permiſſion to call this. The 
King's Nova Scotia Regiment,” an honour which the regiment will 
endeavour 1 by their unremitted fidelity and emulous exer- 
tions in his Majeſty's ſervice. | 
No. 4 Extra# of a Letter from Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ; dated Hahfax, 24th May 1793, 
This town being left with ſo ſmall a garriſon, and ons 
among the inhabitants for the ſafety of the place, I have 
exerted every ble diligence to recruit the regiment, which now 
exceeds three hundred and thirty, Two hundred and fixty-nine of 
them are in this garriſon, and completely fit for duty ; the remainder 
are on recruiting parties, or on their way to join the regiment. 
It has been abſolutely neceſſary to augment the levy money, which 


I will uſe my utmoſt endeavours to average as low as poflible ; and 
I truſt, in a ſhort time, to have the honour to report the regiment 
complete, and a fine body of men, as the preſent numbers are. PA 


No. 5. Extra8 of a Letter from Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth to 
Ur. Secretary Dundas ; dated Halifax, 4th June 1793. 


The militia are forming with great zeal and activity into a power- 


ful defence for the province; the regiment belonging to this town 
are near 600 ſtrong—completely armed from bis Majeſty's Ordnance 
Office; being themſelves, Fike he other militia of the province, per- 

; vided. Theſe are two dayy each week embodied and 
mined. To them are added a compa! ry, 
56 of the prineipal merchants and freeholders in the town, who are 
Gaily exerciſed in their duty; alſo armed from his Majeſty's Ordnance 
Office, and are to put themſelves under his Majeſty's artillery officer 
i this garriſon, in caſe of any invaſion or other emergency. Theſe 
two corps are to aſſemble in fifteen minutes alarm upon the Parade 
u this garriſon, and, I am. ed, will prove a good body of 
den, as many of them have ſerved in the army, and the officers are 
rlpeRable and experienced. I have taken ſecurity for return of all 
the ang and accoutrements iſſued from the Ordnance Office, when- 
ner they may be required. 5 7 | er 
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15 | PAPERS RELATIVE TO NOVA'SCOTIA, &e, 
The er forming under Colonel James Delancy, and Lieu. pateh t 


tenant · Colonel Thomas Barclay, of one thouſand choſen men, moſt . 
of whom have been in the army, and are commanded by officers reer 
upon half. pay, who, upon this occaſion, with great loyalty and at Ogilvie 
tachment to his Majeſty's ſervice, voluntaril es in this regi- N 
ment, and when armed from the Ordnance Office (there being none ls 
other in the country) they engage to defend, to their utmoſt power, Aug e 
the coaſts on Saint Mary's, Annapolis, and the Bay of Fundy, and | wr. - 
with the greateſt poſſible ſpeed. to repair to any other part of the hearing | 
province that may be invaded, or whenever they receive my orders why: 3 
or that purpoſe. As molt of them have horſes, this corps would | doin 
in the courle of five days be aſſembled in any part of the province, | Tha 
The other regiments of militia are forming as faſt as poffible; and 0 
T have the greateſt pleaſure in S that both men and er 
officers meet my endeavours for his Majeſty's ſervice with the greateſt — 
—_— the honour to receive the inſtructions from the Maſter Ge. 3 
neral of the Ordnance, and delivered them to the principal officer in fetable 
this garriſon, who has iſſued arms and accoutrements for his Ma- | ieee 
jeſty's regiment now _ under my command. There are alſo WT ; 50) 
an ſtore many more than will be wanted for the regiment raiſing in bay, 
New Brunſwick, and of the beſt quality. I have been very ſucceſſ | ii 
ful in recruiting, being now about 400 men ; and have man pro- * 
ſpect of its being ſoon my duty to report the regiment complete. nd wil 
Commodore —— ſailed the 31ſt May from this harbour, in bis ante 
Majeſty's frigate the Huſſar, to keep the coaſts clear of any 2 Fe 
cruizers that may attempt to anno the trade or ſettlements to the Wach 
weſtward ; and alſo to protect the tranſports expected from New | 2 5 
Brunſwick, with his Majeſty's 6th regiment of foot, to make 20 ; 
fleet with the 65th, to proceed to Barbadoes, under convoy of 8 e. 
Alligator, upon her arrival with Bri adier-General Ogilvie and 5 [ Mr. 8: 
troops from St. Pierre's in Newfoundland, which may be about 13. 
15th inſtant. | | mall 
2 5 ments for 
R | S 3 | TW 31 1 8 
. 6. Extra? of a Letter from Lieutenant-Governor M entavori f jeſty's 
3 rh Mr. arts Dae dated Halifax, 23d July 1793. | tenant· Co 
1 n hh | hat on the 1916 tis pr 
I beg leave to repreſent, with the utmoſt reſpect, tha! n oo that Maj 
inſtant his Majeſty's frigate the Boſton appeared off this 5 8 Rx 568 
take a pilot for the American coaſts; upon which __ K x r B. 
ral Ogilvie ordered the ſignals of alarm to be made. 3 1700 lic ws 
Nova Scotia regiment were in a few minutes parade, - ee th fart 
battalion of Halifax militia aſſembled, completely armed, in lala vick inde 
minutes, before the Government houſe. It gives me great p ehe decn offer 
in reporting the-alacrity and loyalty this militia battalion 1 ali that aba 
upon this occaſion ; and I am fully perſuaded they will amp 7 ww” e 
my confidence in them, whenever his Majeſty's ſervice may a 1% by the inf 
into action. The alarm . were ſuppreſſed before they hac his been 


1 ith diſs 
reached the other militia, who were all regulated to en we J 


patch 
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to whatever part of the province the ſignals of alarm require 
them ; esch man with a blanket, ten duys proviſions, and the beſt*- 
ams he can procure. In caſe of any invaſion on this town, I will 
in twenty minutes put under the command of Brigadier- General 
Ogilue 90e militia, in two hours to be reinforced with 660, you: 


| the ſecond "battalion, who- refide-a few miles round the town; and 


theſe as faſt as poſſible, by the militia legion of Nova Scotia, con- 
ſiting of 1,000 effe&ive men, commanded by Colonel Barclay, and 
other feſpeQable officers upon half-pay. The privates many of them 
having ſerved laſt war, theſe are prepared with horſes to expedite, 


| arid 1 are taken to move inſtantly toward the place of 


darm, and there form under their reſpective companies. 

The company of militia artillery of this town were among the 
firſt on the Parade, completely armed, and clothed in uniform, at 
their own ex pence. They continue daily, and with unwearied dili- 
gence, to prepare themſelves for uſefulneſs with the divifion of royal 
artillery in this garriſon, and may be ſafely relicd on as an additional 
company of 60 men to that corps. Theſe are compoſed of very re- 


ſpectable men, generally of extenſive buſineſs and property, both in 


this country and in England. Among the privates are men of iool. 
to öo0l. per annum clear eſtate, who from a declared principle of 
boyalty, and utter abhorrence of French democratic tyranny, have 
whuntarily offered their ſervices. [91S APW 1 40 
The remaining militia of the province are perfectly well diſpoſed, 
and will defend his Majeſty's government faithfully. In caſe of 
emergency [4,000 of theſe will Join me, and in extreme urgency 
2,000 more may be expected; which will make the whole militia 
beugth 9, 160 men, including officers. | 


: 


No. . Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth to 

Mr. Secretary Dundas; dated Halifax, Nova Scotia, 27th Apguſt 
"17994 + => | | | ** 8 

I moſt reſpectfully beg leave to preſent my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the honour of your letter, dated Whitehall, 6th July | 
1793. In obedience thereto, I have notihed to Major Bayard his 
Majeſty's. pleaſure, that Major Kearney ſhould ſucceed to the Lieu- 
tenant-Coloneley of the provincial corps raiſing under my command 
in this province, vacant by the reſignat ion of Major Barclay; and 
that Major Bayard ſhould ſucceed to the Majority in the ſaid 
corps, vacant by the promotion of Lieutenant-Colonet Kearney, 
Major Bayard moſt dutifully conforms to his Majeſty's pleaſure; 
and it is a juffte' due to him, that I entreat permiſſion to repreſei 
that, having hitherto acted as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Tegiment, 
with indefatigable zeal, attention, and liberality, I have thereby 
deen eſſentially aided in railing and diſeiplining them into à corps 
that obtains the approbation of all military men who ſee them. 
The other arrangements of the regiment Hall be carefully adjuſted 
dy the inſtructions you have been pleaſed to ſignify. As the corps 
has been oy duty * po been indiipenfably neceffary 
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E ſome clothing, which (being ſummer) is cr. 
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to u cap, jacket, trowſers, and ſhirt, ſhoes, buckles, d 
Hack. Theſe will ſerve for nearly five months, and be much chene 
10 Government than the full hing, had they arrived in time; 


che accounts whereof, and che other accounts of the regiment, are 
Emplecting to the 24th of Auguſt, to be tranſmitted by the next 


3% prevailed on Brigadier-General Ogilvie to iſſue fone 


on, ſmall arms, and ammunition for the defence of Shelburne, 
Liverpool, Lunenburg, and Windſor, and hope I ſhall be as ſuc 
ceſsful in behalf of Beaver Harbour, Country Harbour, and Man. | 
cheſter, where there are conſiderable fiſheries, and the two laſt 


* more eſpecially as they ſolicit but a moderate | 
upply. | | | 


greater part of the French armament mentioned in my dif. | 
patch (No. 25) ſoon after that date arrived at New York and Boſton; 
and from continually repeated informations from the United States 
were making n for a deſcent (as there believed) on this 
harbour ; and if ſucceſsful, afterward upon Newfoundland. It 
therefore became neceſſary to repair the defences ; and that the Bri- |! 
— ng ths might make the moſt uſeful diſpoſitions, I informed 
im of the ſtrength and local fituation of the whole militia, and the 
times in which they could be aſſembled. He has accordingly given | 
orders to the firſt and ſecond battalions of Halifax, and the artillery } 
pany» and the men are enrolled to their different batteries and 
poſts; om the firſt battalion he has been furniſhed with able men 
in companies, to the number of 550 men, under proper officers, to | 
repair and mount the batteries, in which they have ſo vigorouſly 1 
exerted themfelves, that all are finiſhed for the preſent, and the 
corps diſmiſſed to-day. IE ms Ai 1 


No. 8. Extrad of a Letter from Major-General Ogilvie to Mr. de. 

Ce retary Dundas, dated Halifax, 8th 08. 1793. | | 
I am to repreſent that the garriſon of this place conſiſts, at pre- 

nt, only of a weak company of artillery, and one hundred ef. 
fective men of the King's own regiment : That the provincial } 
corps raiſed by Lieutenant - Governor Wentworth, far from being 
complete, at this time wants nearly two hundred men upon their , 


In conſequence of the ſtrong naval force of the enemy, which has 
been for ſome time upon the American coaſt, I took early precau- 
ions for putting this harbour in ſuch a ſtate of defence as our 
— would admit of, by repairing ſome of the batteries, and 
erecting a new one (in the room of two others), which has been ele- 
X with the ſtricteſt economy; and I have reaſon to truſt we 
be able to repel a conſiderable ſea force. Every aſſiſtance has 
been afforded to carry theſe meaſures into effect, and for manning Þ 
the batteries, by Commodore George and Commiſſioner Duncan: 
and Ligutenant-Governor Wentworth gave the neceſſary * | 


bun KrLamIVE 70 voor 6b . 


for aſſembling the militia on an emergency; thoſe of the town of 
Halifax aflifted/with great alacrity in repairing the * batteries. 
From the itate of the works on the Citadel Hill, and the other 
poſts, it would have been impracticable to have repaired them, 

23 to be tenable againſt a land force, from which we have little 


anger to apprehend, until an enemy can be in poſſeſſion of the haw 


bout z we have guarded therefore againſt any attempt the French 
I reported, from time to time, to the Commander in Chief at 


Quebec, the Tteps I had taken in fortifying the harbour, 
No. 9 Extra# of a Letter from Licutenant-Governor Wad worth to 
Mr. Seerttary Dundas, dated Halifax, Nova Scotia, 10th Ofober 
I beg leave moſt reſpectfully to repre ſent, that by informations 
latel ho Sci from his Majeſty's Conſul at Philadelphia, directeil 
29 George, and communicated to me ; and alſo from 
rarious other information and conenrrent circumſtances, there is the 
gieateſt reaſon to apprehend an hoſtile deſcent on this place to be 
5 immediate object of the French armament now ready for ſea at 
New York. Mr. Genet, ſince the eſcape of Mr. Galbaud, has 
ſucceeded in re-uniting their force for an enterpriſe ; their merchant 


reſlels are laid up, and the men; put on board the ſhips of war g 


many tranſient men have alſo joined them, and Mr. Hamilton, 
his Majeſty's Conſul in Virginia, writes they have 2000 regular 
troo 35 * eee Fa a We i : K 

17 [ immediately conſulted with Brigadier-General Ogilvie and 
Commiffioner Duncan, who are both tully of opinion that the ex- 
pedition is meditated againſt Halifax; and it was alſo our opinion 
that the preſent garriſon, and the two battalions of militia in the 


town and its immediate 1 were not adequate to the defence 


ſuch a force as was collected, and 


T had prepared for the French dag from Saint Pierre, which 
ormer letter. ; 


"Phe ferfice will'be determined withia a month of this date, and - 


dition to 
reinforced, ſhould there be occaſion, I truſt the ſecurity of this 
yace ay he Tally relied on. OO oo en os 
nner. WD e Tad 
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Every e er for defence is made at Shelburne, Li 
verpool, and Lunenburg; proper batteries have been erected by 


* 
4 


3% 4 


determined and ſpirit reſiſtance. { #337 Dald &:6ak 


Ogilvie to iſſue from his Majeſty's ſtores, as ſoon as I can procure 
and fit the armed veſſel directe ; 7 1 
them round 


No. 10. Extra of a litter from Liewtenant-Govtrnor Wentworth to 
Mr. Secretary Dundas; dated Halifax, Nova Scotia, gib Now, 
2080 04. 7 inne - 512. 3 — * | as 
The Nova Scotia provineial regiment gladly and cheerfully do 

the far greateſt part of the duty of this garriſon, and are now in au 

excellent ftate of order and aifcpline: COTS 1 5 
The clothing and accoutrements are arrived in good order, and, 

except ſome little part of the white cloth, every thing is of excel- 

lent quality. I cannot ſufficiently expreſs the animated gratitude 
of the whole regiment for his Majeſty's moſt gracious favour, in 
granting the colours to the regiment, which we will endeavour to 
| wry by unceaſing exertion, fidelity, and zeal, in his Majeſty's 
ex wee. . $ 3 * ; | 

In my letter, No. 28, I had the honour to repreſent, that orders 
had been iſſued for embodying à reinſorcemeat of militia, for the 
defence of this garriſon againſt a French Republican armament, 
then preparing at New York for an enterpriſe againſt this town, 

Newfoundland, and the Britiſh trade navigating in and near the 

Gulph of St. Lawrence. About a thouſand and fifty effectives, 

excluſive of officers, marched into town with all poſſible ſpeed and 

alacrity. Perhaps a finer body of athletic, healthy, young men, 
were never aſſembled in any country, nor men more determined to 
do their duty. They Ae. Ker their march with great celerity. 

Captain Willett's company, of Colonel Parclay's legiou, part of 

whom were on duty at Annapolis the preceding day, and had 

marched home ſixteen miles, marched to Halifax, one 7 
* | thirty · 
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- thirty-five miles, in thirty:fye hours travelling. Every diviſion, as 
they arrived, were completely armed from the King's ſtores, on my 
requiſition to Brigadier-General Ogilvie, who alſo. with great rea- 
dineſs iſſued to them every accommodation of barracks and neceſ- 
ſaties, that were unoccupied by the troops in the garriſon. The 
men immediately applied themſelves to military exerciſes; and, 
being every man uſed to arms, acquired great expertneſs in the moſt 
eſſential parts of their duty. _ | 
Captains Deſbriſay and Rogers inform me, that thoſe ſelected 
for the artillery diſcovered the moſt uncommon readineſs -at the 
great guns, and that they would. be perfectly ſatisfied with their 
aid, that I think the artillery would have had ſufficient ſtrength, 
It is a very pleaſing part of my duty, pn this occaſion, to repre- 
{ent the loyal and ſpirited conduct We the militia, who inſtantly 
obeyed their. orders to march, both men and officers of every de- 
ſcription ; nor were they leſs commendable for their regularity and 
good order on their march, and during their ſtay in town; not. 
one ſingle complaint having been made, or offence known among 


r 
r 


1 
1 
7 
4 
0 
1 
4 
* 
1 


e an er ien ne ; L | 

| Re incumbent. on me to mention the uſual aſſiſtance 
J derived from the diſintereſted zeal, diligence, and abilities of 
Colonel Barclay, Adjutant-General of the. militia, who came to 
town, and 2 the bufineſs with perfect propriety, but de- 
clined taking the pay to which he was entitled, as did alſo Colonel 
Van Corlandt, of the ſecond battalion of King's County Militia, 
and Lieut. Col. Howe, of the Legion, who, at the requeſt- of 
Commodore George, had the command of the militia at the Eaſtern 
battery, where part of the officers and men of the. Huſſar were 

tione | a #1 ; | 

Colonel Bryner, of the Hants, militia, alſo exerted himſelf ex- 
ceedingly in e xpediting the quota from his regiment, and in regu- 
lating the ſervice; he liberally gave all his pay, &c. to clothe ſueh 
men of his regiment as were moſt in want, and by every other 
means ſet an excellent example of attachment and zeal to his Ma- 


”" 
- = 


marched near two hundred miles, decidedly faithful to the King's 
2 and particularly happy in being incorporated with the 
noliſh, | _ 

uring the expeQation of a deſcent, the Indians aſſembled in 
ſmail parties, and alarmed ſome. defenceleſs ſettlers ; whereupon I 
directed Mr. Monk to ſuch meaſures as ſecured uſefulneſs from 
ſome, and Tubje&ion from all of them, greatly to the comfort of 
the diſperſed cottagers. FRE | | 5 
The French expedition having been delayed, by various difficul- 
ties in fitting out, longer than NI. Genet expected, in which time 
he found out that there were four thouſand men in Halifax, and 
many ſtrong batteries erected, determined that their force was in- 

q | | adequate 


jelty's ſervice. IG WH 28 e 8 
To Acadians ſent ſevemty-five able young men, ſome of them 
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adequate to attack this place, and embraced ſome other object, for 
-which the fleet ſailed on the gth of October. = Zap 
That no unneceſſary expence might be incurred, I diſmiſſed the 
militia, with the advice of Brigadier - General Ogilvie, Commodote 


George, and Commiſſioner Duncan, and bis Majeſty's Counei a4 | 


Joon as I obtained information that the enemy had given over their 
.obje& here, and were ſo far from our coaſts, that they could not 
rationally return at this ſeaſon of the year. | 5 
+ The LR Givi iſion marched out of town yeſterday. 


Secretary 
bank reſpeAfully beg lea 
letter, No. 12, 42 * October 1793 
Majeſty's commands therein Hon? Low recruiting for the two 

itional companies to whi Howe and Aldridge are 

appointed, 4greeably to the permiſſion you have been pleafcd to 
nt me; for which, both thoſe gentlemen unite with me in the 
| * — 1 = thaokfulneſs and reſpect. ts 1 
It may wi at confidence repreſent, not in 
of theſe two n of the whale regiment, that although 
they may be intended for the more immediate defence of this pro- 
vince, they will 2 meet any duty his Majeſty's fervice may 
require in any other i Majelty's North American provinces. 
And I have every reaſon to expe& the regiment will ſoon be com- 
Plete, and r Ke, animated with an earueſt defire of _F 
uſeful to his Majeſty's ſervice, to which they are faithfully devote 


; dated Halifax, Nova Scat, 23d Fan. 1794. 


Obedient humble ſervant, 


| | | (Signed) 
Right Hon. Henry Dundas, 
One of his 2 priucipal 


J. WENTWORTH. 


No. 


War Office, 28 February 
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No. 12,  Extra#s of the Journal of the Hahfax Packet Boat, to and 
_—_— Falmquth, New Tork, — Halifax, in a Letter JOE Mr. 


"Todd, of 30th Sept. 1793. 


| 4012 as Artived at New York two French Conifer, one 
frigate, and two ſloops, from the Cheſapeak. 
34 3 1% wig ſaid to have had 1o men killed, and 16 
wounded ; her complement on board 450 men. 


Fe, bra French men of war in New York, were 
Jupiter, of 74 guns, and 4 carronades on the N 
L'Eole /: 74 do. 5 ditto, 
Le Surveillant 36 do. 
L' Ambuſcade 30 do. 
A ſhip of 20 do. 
A brig named Cerf, of 10 guns. 
One Eaſt-India merchant ſhip, and 14 Weſt-India ſhips, 
arrived under convoy of the above ſhips, and one Eaſt- 
India ſhip there before, 


oth. Spoke a pilot boat coming in, who told us the Concord 
French frigate was on the coaſt ; ſoon after which I 
poſitively was informed ſhe was in Boſton, 


From the beſt intelligence I could procure, the under- 
mentioned French privateers were N on the 
coaſt of America: 


Jacobin — 12 guns, 60 men 
Antigeorge - 12 60 
Conqueror of Baſtile 10 — 50 
Carmagnole - 14 100 
Little Democrat - 16 — 120 
Citizen Genet 15 — 120 
Friend of the Law 8 — 40 


'- Sans Culotte ſchooner 10 —— 50 


Sans Culotte chebeck 12 100 

- - Sanſpariel - 15 —— 150 | 
Impromptu - 8 — 43 
Orlando Furioſo - 38 100 

National Razor = 14 — 130 


The Republican, of 5 guns, and 50 men, taken by 
* Boſton betore her action with L Ambuſcade. 


No. 14. FM xtrafs OWE the Fournals _ the C 'beſterfield Packet Boat, 
from Falmouth to Halifax and New York, in Mr. Todd's, of the 
18th December 1793. 


At Halifax, The Captain and nine hands, by order of Fe Exc 
12793. cellency the Governor, to hold themſelves 1 in readineſs 
October 1 5th. to aſſiſt in tranſporting en in caſe of neceſſity, 
0 wm 7 where 
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% | where requiſite. The ſhip to go into Bedfow | 
| Baſon to receive on board ſome of the women in. 
habitants of the town. Militia, to the amount of 5 
| | or 600, marched into Halifax. 
At New. York, At 7. Abreaſt of Sandy Hook; at 8, paſſed 
es, the French ſhip Perdrix ; at 84, came too to ſt 
tide with the ſmall bower, furled fails; at 5, 
A. M. weighed and made fail; at 54, the Perdrir 
' fired a gun, on which we fired one alſo. Found | 
laying here the French frigate L'*'Ambuſcade, 
11. At 11, P. M. received on board the mail. The 
French brig L'Impatiente hove ſhort, and got al 
ready for ſea. n | 


No. 15. Extrad from the Fournal of the Portland Packet, when | 
lying at Halifax, dated December 3d, 1793. Tranſmitted by the 
Poft Maſter General, Jan. 8th, 1794. ; 

Arrived here a ſchooner from New York, which brought the 
following intelligence: The Cheſterfield packet ſailed for England | 
on the 14th ultimo, and had a very narrow eſcape of being taken in 
oing into Sandy Hook. The French force conſiſted of the An- 
bal frigate (which began to diſmantle when the ſchooner 
ſailed); Perdrix, 22 guns, (laying at the Hook); Cerf, 10 guns, 
(cruizing for the October packet). At Boſton, Marſeillois, 22 
nine pounders; and the Good Intent, 16 guns, lately captured 
from the Engliſh. In the Cheſapeak, the Aſtrea, 10 guns. The 
ſchooner brought intelligence, that the French fleet had failed from 

New York, the people had mutinied, and the fleet bore away for | 

France, | 

No. 16. Statement of the different Batteries at Halifax in Nova Scotia, | 
evith the Number of Guns mounted on each Battery; tranſmitted 2 
February 1794, to Mr. Secretary Dundas by Captain Hodgſon, late | 
Brigade Major at Halifax, Nova Scotia. | | 

3ſ.—Sandwich Point; two twelve pounders, on the top of a very 
high hill excellently conſtructed for the annoyance of ſhipping. 

2d.—Point Pleaſant Battery; from four to fix twenty-four pounders. | 

34.—A moſt excellent new battery, a few hundred yards from the 

one at Point Pleaſant, called Major-General Ogilvie's Battery; 
it conſiſts of ſix twenty-four pounders, and commands a very ex- 
tenfiye range of the harbour. ; | | 

4th.—M*Lean's Battery, ſituated on the Halifax fide, nearly op- 

poſite George's Iſland, from fix to twenty-four pounders, 2 
mortar and howitzer of a large ſize, and a very excellent furnace 
for heating ſhot. | | 1 

5th. — The Citadel Hill, conſiſting of a number of guns of different 

ſizes, ſeveral thirteen inch mortars, ſome howitzers, alſo a bat- 
tery on Barbette of three twelve pounders, well calculated to 


annoy ſhipping when they come oppoſite the town of Halifar. 


6th. 


miſſioner Duncan at the Dock Yard, a good defence for that 
place againſt ſhipping ; alſo another on the oppoſite ſhore (com- 
monly called the Dartmouth fide of the water) equally beneficial 
for the ſame purpoſe. F | 
*th,—George's Iſland, ſituated. in the middle of Halifax harbour, 
near the town; a moſt excellent battery on it of ſix e are 
pounders, and two good furnaces for heating ſhot; alſo ſeveral 
other guns of various ſizes, making in the whole from fourteen 
to ſixteen. 5 2 | 
$th,—The Eaſtern Battery, ſituated nearly oppoſite to George's 
Illand (on the Dartmouth fide of the water), ſeveral guns 
mounted there, which will play with good ſucceſs on veſſels 
coming vp the harbour. | | 
The above ſtatement of the different batteries at Halifax, in 
Nova Scotia, is given to the beſt of Captain Hodgſon's recollec- 
tion; though he believes, on the whole, it is tolerably accurate. 


No. 17. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Stephens to Mr. King ; anted 
Admiralty Office, 6th March 1794. 


| | (Four Incloſures.) 5 

r : Admiralty Office, 61h March 1794. 

T have it in command from my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty to ſend you herewith, for the information of Mr, Secreta 
Dundas, copies and extracts of ſuch letters as have been ame 4 
from Captain George, Commanding Officer on the Halifax ation, 
of the province of Nova Scotia. I am, 

ME Sir 7 
Vour moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
PHP. STEPHENS. 


ſince the commencement of the war, as relate to the ſtate of defence 


| J King, Eſq. &c. &c. 


No. 18. Extra of a Letter from Captain Rupert George, Com- 

mander of his Majeſty*s Ship Huſſur, to Mr. Stephens; dated Ha- 
 lifax Harbour, z 7th Auguſt 1793. 555 : 

In my letter of the 21ſt of June, I had the honour to inform you 


of the arrival of the Alligator from Saint Pierre's the day pre- 


ceding ; and in that of July 1ſt, that the two regiments were em- 
barked, and that I propoſed accompanying the Alligator and her 


convoy clear of the coaſt of America. I have now the honour to 


requelt that you will inform my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that we ſailed hence the 3d July, and on the 16th, being in 


the latitude 329 20, and the longitude 549 00, I parted company 


with Captain Affleck and the convoy: It was my intention, in my 
way back, to have ranged along the Coaſt of America, but was 


prevented 
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th. A battery of ſome twenty-four pounders, -ereted by Com- 
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prevented by light and contrary winds, not being able to pet 
nearer the coaſt than eighty leagues, in the latitude 37” 07, when 
J was informed by an American veſſel, that two French ſhips of 
74 guns, and tive frigates, had arrived from Cape Frangois with a 


large convoy in the Cheſapeak. I thought it my duty to returg 


here direct with that intelligence, and I arrived the 5th of Auguſt. 
We have ſince heard that the French ſquadron arrived at Neu 
York the 24 of Auguſt, and his Majeſty's Conſul General at Phila. 
delphia informed me that an attack might poſſibly be made upon 
Halifax or Newfoundland. We are here perfectly at eaſe reſpec 
ing an attack upon us, having between 40 and 50 heavy cannon 
(32 and 24 pounders) mounted on the different batteries, one 13 
inch mortar, and two 8-inch howitzers, with furnaces for heating 
ſhot. The regular troops, including artillery, and the Governor's corts, 
do not exceed Goo. But we have two battalions of militia, officers, 
and artificers of the yard, civil branch of ordnance, ſeamen in mer- 
chant veſſels, and the crew of his Majeſty's ſhip under my com- 
mand; the latter I propoſe. to place in ſome of the batterics, in 
- caſe of an attack from line of battle ſhips. e | 
Philip Stephens, Eſq. | 
No. 19. FExira# of a Letter from Captain Rupert George, of bir 
Majefly's ſbip Hufſar, to Mr. Stephens ; dated Maugor's Leach, 
Entrance of Halifax Harlvur, gth September 1793. = 
I wrote fully by the Halifax packet, which failed the 29th ul- 
timo, ſince which nothing particular has happened. The flate of 
ſecurity which I then believed this place to he in againſt any attack 
from the enemy, has ſince 8 an increaſe, by the erection of 
another battery of fix 24 pounders, and the mounting ſome other 
guns; and the principal ports on this coaſt having been ſupplied 
with cannon, ſmall arms, and ammunition, are ſuppoſed to be ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong (at leaſt) to reſiſt an attack from privateers, 


No. 20. C opy of a Letter from Captain Rupert George, Commander 
of his Majeſiy'r Ship Huffar, to Mr. Stephens; dated at Halifax, 


' 12th October 1793. 
SIR, 


Having, on the appearance of his Majeſty's ſhip under my com- 


mand off this harbaur, had the good fortune to meet the Qucen 
Charlotte packet, bound for Falmouth, I have a minute to inform 
their Lordihips that I failed hence on the 23d ult. ſince which I 
anchored at Boſton, and have been off New York and Philadelphia; 
and, notwithſtanding former accounts, have reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


the two French line of battle ſhips, le Jupiter and VEole, and the 


frigates, have ſome expedition in view, previous to the departure 
from this coaſt for France. I can only add, tat we are (in my 
apinion) prepared to receive them, ſhould their intention be to at 
tack this part of the province. | : | 

** (Signed) RUPERT GEORGE. 


Q; 
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No. zr. Extra of a Letter from Captain Rupert George, of his 

Majeſty's Ship Huſſar, to Mr. Stephens; dated Halifax Harbour, 

gth November 1793. 5 | | | 

Since my letters of gth September and 12th October, duplicates 
of which I have the honour to incloſe, I have been lying, in his 
Majeſty's ſhip under my command, between George's Iſſand and 
the eaſtern battery, to be in readineſs to man the batteries in that 
quajter with part of my ſhip's company, in conſequence of advices 
received from the Conſul General at Philadelphia, and Captain 
Armſtrong at New York, corroborated by information received by 
his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth from the {ame 
quarter, that le Jupiter was new manned and officered, and (inſtead, 
as before expected, tha: ſhe would return to France) had joined 


Eole of 74 guns, Concard and Precieuſe of 40, and two armed 


brigs, and that they were preparing to go upon ſome expedition 
under the command of Admiral Cercey in I'Eole, ſuppoſed to the 
| northward, from the quantity of warm clothing laid in; Mr. Bond 
| ſuppoſed againſt Halifax, or the fiſheries. To enſure the ſafety of 
this place, Lieutenant-Governor Wentworth ealled in about 1200 
of the county militia to join the two battalions of the town, but I 
ſuppoſed they were too well informed of our ſtrength and reſources 
to rilk an attack. In order that his Excellency Sir Richard King 
ſhould have the above intelligence, I thought it my duty to hire a 
ſmall brigantine (a ſhallop at this ſeaſon being two imall), and ſent 
copies of the letters I received from Mr. Bond, the Conſul General, 


and Captain Armſtrong, to the Vice Admiral at St. John's the 


17th, and duplicates of them the 21ſt, by a ſloop loaded with 
cattle ; and at the ſame time informed his Excellency that it was 
eonjectured they meant to intercept the Newfoundland convoy. 
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EXPENCE of Services rformed by the Office of Ordnance, 
purſuant to his Majeſty's Orders, and not provided for by 


Parliament. 
On account of Debt to 3ſt December 1783. 


Paid debts incurred to 31ſt Decem- 
ber 1783, and which have been 


4. „ £:- wh 


ſettled fince that period — — 576 19 5 


On account of 1 292. 
| | GRENADA. 
Paid on account of current ſervice 


and contingencies — — — 935 4 3 
1 — : account of 1793. 5 
FLANDERS. 


\ Braſs and iron ordnance, powder, | 
ſhot, ſhells, and other ſtores 135,917 16 9 
Paid on account of the purchaſe of „ 
horſes for the train of artillery, pay 
of civil officers and contingencies 27,484 18 1 
Pay of two cor anies of Royal mi- 
litary artificers, conſiſting of 200 
men, from 1ſt April, to 31ſt De- 
cember 1793, alſo for tools for 
the ſaid companies 3,915 17 10 


55 167,318 12 8 


Expedition under the Command of 
ü Sir CHarLes GREY. 
Braſs and iron ordnance, powder, 
ſhot, ſhells, and other ſtores 89,274 19 7 
For temporary barracks for the troops 41,000 '© © 
Paid on account of civil officers and 
contingencies — 1,064 3 8 


Expedition under the Command of 
the EAR T of Moira. 
Braſs and iron ordnance; powder, 
ſhot, ſhells, and other ſtores 43,442 10 ©. 
For the purchaſe of 300 horſes | 7,500 0 0 
For contipgencies — 737 16 © 


137,339 33 


# 
17 
A 
15 
1 
FH 
' 
16 
5 


— — — 5,680 6 o 


TOULON. 


, 
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TOULON. 


Braſs ordnance, ammunition, and | Ro 
ſtores ſent from Gibraltar _— — — 8356 3 10 5 
WEST INDIES: 


Paid for contingencies, on account of 
the expeditions from the Leeward 


Iſlands, and from Jamaica 6,064 1 
Pay of one company of Royal milie: 
tary artificers, conſiſting of 100 
men, from 11th September, to 
iſt December 1793, alſo for tools -  _ 
Þr the ſaid company — Es we Bn 
+ . — 7 ; 11 
NEWFOUNDLAND: 
For tools and ſtores ſent — 2323 14 0 
3 HALIFAX, = 
For ſtores ſent — — — 66 79 


UPPER CANADA. 
Pay of one company of Royal mili- 
tary artificers, conſiſting of 100 
men, from 11th September, to 31ſt 
December 1793, alſo for tools for 
the ſaid company | 


— — 1,005 2 * 


BERMUDA. 


Braſs becher, ammunition, and | = 
ſtores ſent — —_ — — 4742 0 3 | 
955 GIBRALTAR. | 
For barrack bedding ſent —_ — — 1,276. 4 9 
. JERSEY; | 
For a ſupply of ftores ſent _ 2,580 to 11 
Paid on account of extraordinary ex- 5 
pences for defence of the iſſand 1, 250 © © | 
| r — 35830 10 17 
GUERNSEY: ons 


For a ſupply of powder and ſtores ſent 5,394 14 7. 

aid on account of extraordinary ex- 5 2 
pences for defence of the iſland 2, c % o oO . | 

e e e e, 


ALDERNE V. 


for aſi 
ſent 


Por po 


For bai 


Plymou 
Port ſm. 
Dover 
Sheerne 
Chathat 
Graveſe 
Woolwi 
The Sa' 
Towe 
Hull 
Iſle of N 
Guernſe 


Jerſey | 


For iron 


Regime 


anc 
Pay of a 
jeants, 
mers, 
Mate, 
and 10 
Marchi 
Regim. 
lery me 
differen 
tenant 
and alſ 
Colonel 
Colonel 
I Major 
of the 
lith 8. 
cember, 


Pay of an 


tlemen 
on ging 


Vor. 1Y 


inrc CES OF THE OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, 277 12 
| ALDERNE VL. * 
For a ſupply of ammunition and ſtores V. 4. d. V. . d. i 
ſent — FP 1 
. ISLE OF MAN. | 1 
For powder and ſtores ſent— — — 259 18 6 1 
For barrack bedding ſent to the eſta- | 14 
bliſhed barracks at | it ; 
Plymouth — — 1,028 13 2 1 
Portſmouth — 617 4 © 4 
Dover bo 855 3114 2 1 
Sheerneſs — 92 3 0 5 
Chatham 4 os _ $95 17 II "$i | 
Graveſend and Purfleet — 8 13 11 $4 
Woolwich — —— 357 15 2 ö 77 
The Savoy, Knightſbridge, and the | ! f bo 
Tower — 1,897 9 8 F 1 
Hull — — 222 9 2 b 1 
Iſle of Man — | 33 19 © jk 4 
Guernſey — — 993 10 0 448 
Jerſey — — 2,004 Iz 0 6: * E 
e | — 8,157 11 2 4 
DEFENCE of the COASTS. g 
For iron ordnance and ſtores ſent — — 5.233 3 2 : 
Regiment of Artillery, Engineers, 5 
and Military Artificers, a 
Pay of an augmentation of 10 Ser- 1 
jeants, 20 Bombardiers, 15 Drum- gal 
mers, 100 Gunners, 1 Surgeon's / 
Mate, 15 Serjeant Conductors, 4 
and 100 Drivers to each of the 4 f 
Marching Battalions of the Royal | 
Regiment of Antillery, with the 
levy money for the ſame, and the | 
difference of pay between 4 Lieu- x 
tenant Colonels and 4 Majors; 1 
and alſo an augmentation of 1 1 
Colonel Commandant, 1 Second 9 
Colonel, 1 Lieutenant Colonel, and | 1 
1 Major, to the Invalid Battalion | = 
of the ſaid Regiment, between | | +1 
lith September, and 31ſt De | | 4M 
cember, 1 93 12,127 1 4 0 
ay of an augmentation of 30 Gen- 1 


tlemen Cadets to the Company be- 
lon ging to the Royal Regiment of 


Vor. IV. PPR Artillery, 
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Artillery, from 11th September to 
31ſt December 1793, incluſive 
Pay of a Company of Invalid Artil- 
"io for the ſervice of the Iſlund 
of Bermuda, from gth July, to 
31ſl December, 1793, both days 
included — 
Pay of an augmentation of 433 
men, and 618 horſes, to the Bri- 
gade of Royal Horſe Artillery, 
between 11th September, and 31ſt 
December, 1793 — 
For the purchaſe of horſes, levy 
money, arms, and accoutrements, 
gun carriages, e and 
baggage waggons, forge carts, 
e 10 the Brigade of 
Royal Horſe Artillerx — 
Pay of five companies of Royal Iriſh 


Artillery, in the ſervice of Great 
Britain, between zoth Auguſt, 
] 2,513 14 
Pay of an e pee of one Lieu 
tenant Colonel to the corps of 
Royal Engineers from 5th to 31 


and 31ſt December, 1793 


December 1793 5 — 
Ammunition and ſtores, for the 
field Train of Artillery in Eng- 


land 2 — e 


Arms, Tents, and Ammunition 
for the Amy. 
Arms to the Life Guards, Horſe 
and Dragoon Guards, to ſundry 
regiments. of Dragoons, to the 
three regiments of Foot Guards, 


and to ſundry regiments of Foot, 


alſo to the Royal regiment of Ar- 
tillery and Corps of Royal Mili- 


tary Artificers - - 107,941 17 II 


Deduct already granted on this ac- 
count in the eftimates for the year 


1793 a A TOO 


Tentsto the Horſe and 
Dragoon Guards, 
and to ſundry re- 
gimentsof Dragoons . . 
and Foot 2 8,413 3 


n Deduct 


420 © 0 


7,391 19 9 


63,995 8 ? J 


45,000 © o 


62,941 17 11 


d. 
2 


Arms de 
of Mͤ. 
Tents f. 
of Mi 
Ammun 
gimen 
ervice 


For addi 
Extraord 
and ar 
ratory 


For the 
nance ; 
curred 
Britain 

- accoun 
have ap 


1793. 
ſea ſer 


ſeamen 


F 
3 


ESTIMA 


Salaries an- 
3 tal, prin 

3 attendan 
Deduct N 
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duct al ady grant- | | 3 
Dane this account C. . d. . on „ 


% 3,318 15 © 
5,094. 8 © 
Ammunition to ſundry regiments for Bo 
ſervice 2,797 4 6 
Forge carts for ſervice to ſundry regi- 
ments of cavalry — 2 5 2 0 - 
„ a 1,378 1 
Arms, Tents, and Ammunition Pe 2 
for Militia. 
Arms delivered to ſundry regiments ; 
of Militia | _ 41,495 8 2 
Tents ſupplied to ſundry regiments 
of Militia — 8,383 3 3 
Ammunition delivered to ſundry re- 
iments of Militia for exerciſe and 
Erice 3 19 1 : 
— 55,426 10 6 
| WOOLWICH. 
For additional ſtorehouſes and ſtables 16,355 10 5 
Extraordinary expences of labourers 
and artificers at the Royal Labo- 
ratory — 3,030 3 8 5 
| — 19,385 14 I 


For the baſs of ſaltpetre, ord- | — 
nance and ſtores, and ex pences in- 61 2,921 IF 4 
curred in the ſeveral ports of Great | 
Britain, and on foreign ſtations, on 
account of the navy, ſo far as bills 
have enen to the 5th December 


1793, beyond the allowance for 

ſea ſervice, on the votes for 45,000 

ſeamen for 1793 — — — 305350 3 5 
Unprovidedd — 643,271 18 10 


ETNATE of the 88 of the Office of Ordnance, for the 
Year 1794. 


LAND SERVICE. 
ORDINARY. 


balaries and rents to the maſter gene- 
tal, principal officers, clerks, and 
attendants employed at the Tower 15, 509 18 0 To 
p P 2 And 
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And at the eren places, viz. 


Laboratory at Woolwich, and for 
proving powder 

Inſpector of artillery at . and for 
proving guns 

Superintendant of military machines 
at ditto 

Hampton Court and St. James's, 


Windſor and Greenwich 


Woolwich — — 
Purflect 8 
Graveſend and 1 war — 
Cha: ham —— 
| Upnor Caſtle — — 
nh > momn_ * 
Fevernan 8 
Waltham Abbey — 
Dover — — 
Portſmouth 9 — 4 
Priddyſhard — ad 
Plymouth — 4 


Keyham Point 
Storekeepers at Pendennis, Scilly 


Ifland, Cheſter Caſtle and Li- 


verpool, Carliſle, Tinmouth Caſtle, 
Berwick, 
Yarmouth, and Landguard Fort 


Guernſey — — 
Jerſey Sw 2 
Iſle of Man — — 


Rent for uſe of land and houſes 


Il 


Cliffords Fort, Hull, 


1 


One half of which is charged to the ſea ſervice 


2 North Britain 
Gibraltar - 
Jamaica - 
St. Chriſtopher 
Antigua — 
Dominica - 
Pay of Civil | St. Vincent 

Officers and 4 Barbadoes — 
Artihcers at | Grenada 6 


Tobago 
Bahama Iſlands 
Quebec - 
Halifax = 
Annapolis - 
New Brunſwick 


LSt. John's and Placentia 1 in Neue And 693 | 


. 

2,076 5 o 

1,377 12 6 
% 5 0 
226 o o 
570 0 0 
So 2 6 
255 0 © 
663 17 6 
144 15 © 
380 0 0 
583 17 6 
523 17 6 
120 © © 
823 17 6 
303 17 5 
653 17 6 
170 © © 
430 © 0 
448 2 6 
448 2 6 
100 © © 
$3027 6 

273 3. 3+ 09 
— — 


10 
7 
15 
0 
0 
o 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
15 
10 
5 
12 
10 
Pa 


4. d. 


— 
wy 
JS 


. 0 00 0 .0 a0 


Eſtabliſ 
maſte 


Woo 
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Pay of maſter gunners at the ſeveral garriſons 4. 1 
and batteries in Great Britain, and of the gun- 
ners at St. James's Park and the Tower of | 
London, with their allowance for coals and 
candles. — — 23.416 17 6 
Charges incident to the Tower and the ſeveral 
other forts, garriſons and places under the 
Ordnance in Great Britain, Guernſey, and 
Ma in taking remains of ſtores, pay of 
abourers, books, paper, coals, candles, cart- 
age, meſſages, poſtage of letters, and other 
contingencies — — _ 18,c00 o e 
Ordinary repairs of buildings, bridges, gates, 
platforms, barracks, ſtorehouſes, making new 
and repairing old carriages in the ſeveral ſmall 
forts, caſtles, garriſons, and other places, under 
the Ordnance in Great Britain, Guernſey, | 
and Jerſey — — 15, ooo © @ 
Furniſhing beds, bedſteads, ſheets, &c. and re- 
pairing the ſame at the ſeveral barracks, 
Fes, caſtles, and garriſons, in Great Britain, 


Guernſey, and Jerſey - — 4.379 4 7 
Expence of ſtores and ammunition for garriſons, 

and ſmall ſtores for the common duty of regi- 

ments in Great Britain, Guernſey, and Jerky 6, 0 o o 
Cleaning and repairing ſmall arms in the Tower 2,000 © © 
Pay of the corps of royal engineers — 12,282 5 0 


Pay of the royal regiment of 

artillery conſiſting of 5,742 

men, officers included 155,547 15 10 
Pay of an augmentation of 4 | 

Captains, 8 firſt Lieutenants, 

and 200 drivers to the four 

marching battalions of the | 

Royal regiment of artillery 5,140 0 © 


160,657 15 10 


Pay of a brigade of Royal horſe 

artillery, conſiſting of 673 

men, officers included, and 
9co horſes — 1,293 12 8 
FF 

maining on the war eftabliſh- 


ment 505 13 4 


| — 212,657 I i 
Eſtabliſhment of the civil officers, profeſſors, aud | 
maſters of the Royal military academy at | 
Woolwich — — 2327 15 
| | Eſta» 
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Eſtabliſhment of draughtſmen in the Tower of Lon- 
don for ſervice in Great Britain and fogeign gar- 
riſons —— 

Pay of ſuperannudted and diſabled men, half pay of 
reduced officers, widows' penſions, and allowances 
to officers for good ſervices, paris to his Ma- 
jeſty's warrant — 


quer, for fees on the ſum of 1, 345,00831. 28. 6d. 
being the a amount of this eltlimate 


7 


1. d. 


2,066 5 0 


20,720 17 9 
Sums to be paid at the Treaſury and at the Exche- | 


2,216 10 0 


** 


: — 


Ordinary 324,162 14 2 


— 


EXTRAORDINARIES, 1794. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


For repairs of the fortifications, bar- 
racks, and quarters for officers, 


current ſervice, and contingencies 2,000 0 0 


For fuel for the troops at St. John's, | 
Placentia, St. Pierre, and Miquelon 2,000 o o 
For a ſupply of ſtores E n 9 © 


NOVA SCOTIA. 


For building a powder magazine 4,00 © o 
For current ſervice and contingencies.” 3,c00 O o 


ukE REC. 


For current ſervice and contingencies 


UPPER CANADA. 


Pay of a company of Royal military 
artificers 1,924 I 
For current ſervice and contingencies 2,000 © © 


aa 


BERMUDA. 
For current ſervice and contingencies 1,000 o © 
For a ſupply of ſtores — 1, © © 


—_— 


BAHAMA ISLANDS. 


For current ſervice and contingencies 1,500 ©. © 
For a ſupply of ſores 1,50 © o 


—_ 1122 


5,000 


7,000 


5,000 
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. JAMAICA. 5 
For repairs, current ſervice, and con-. . d. £5: 2M 
tingencies 2,000 © 0 | 
For a ſupply of ſtores — 2000 ©. © 
0 ANTIGUA. 
For current ſervice and contingenciese — 4,000 © 0 
ST. CHRISTOPHER. 
For current ſervice and contingencies — 4,000 o © 
13 SEL DOMINICA. 
For current ſervice and contingencies — 4,000 © © 
| BARBADOES. x 
For current ſervice and coatingencies — 4,000 © @ 
ST. VINCENT. 
For current ſervice and contingencies — 4,000 © © 
. GRENADA. 
For current ſervice and contingencies | — 4,000 © © 
| 15 TOBAGO. | 
For current ſervice and contingencies — 4,000 o © 
Pay of a company of Royal military artificers for 
the ſervice in toe iflands in general —— I,924 1 8 
. S F. DOMINGO. 
Pay of engineers and civil officers attending a train 
of artiliery, alſo on account of contingencies 5,000. © o 
GIBRALTAR. 
Pay of a corps of Royal military . . d. 
artificers 4,492 10 10 
Forage ſor the cattle employed on | | 
the works — 2,280 © © ; 
Towards the neceſſary repairs and 
improvements of the works 16,800 © © F 


For repairs of barracks, officers quar- 
ters, ſtorehouſes, and magazines 2,500. 0 0 
Contingencies in the engineer's de- 


partment | 2,000 o o 
Contingencies in the artillery and | 
ſorekeeper's departments . 


- 30, 000 © 0 
JERSEY. 
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JERSEY. 
| „ <7 & 


For repairs and contingencies ; 
Pay of half a company of Royal mi- 


litary artificers — 962 O 10 
GUERN OE. 
Towards carrying on the fortiſica- 
tions at Fort George, and repairs 
at other places in the iſland 4,000 © © 
Pay of halt a company of Royal mi- RON 
faary artificers 962 © 10 


SCOTLAND. 


For repairs of the ſeveral forts, caſtles, and barracks 
in Scotland, current ſervice, and contingencies 


NORTH EAST DISTRICT. 


For current ſervice and contingencies * 


LANDGUARD FORT. 


For repairs, current ſervice, and contingencies 


CINQUE PORTS. 
For repairs, current ſervice, and contingencies 


_ CHATHAM. 


For repairs of the barracks at Chat- C. . d. 
ham, and for repairs at Gilling- 
ham, Upnor Caſtle, Cockhamwood, 
and Howneſs, current ſervice, and 


9,075 18 4 


contingencies — 
For repairs of the Lines — 1,090 o o 
Pay of a company of Royal military : 
artificers mY 5 ; 1,924 1 8 
SHEERNESS. 


For repairs of the breakwaters, current ſervice, and 
contingencies | 


GRAVESEND and TILBURY. 


For repairs of the works — 
| FEVERSHAM. 
For repairs of the buildings —— 


of 


4,000 Oo © 


4,962 


4,962 


8,95 


2,000 


2,000 


4, ooo 


i. d, 


- 12,000 © 0 


35000 0 ®@ 
3,000 0 © 


4,000 0 © 


POR Tv» 


For con 
and t 
In farth 
ceſſar 
port, 
or ere 
makir 
forms, 
In farth 
tinue 
front 
Moncl 
ſea fro 
and fb 
ſolid ii 


Tor repay 
citadel, 
cholas ] 
nis, anc 
Scilly I 
contin 


round t 


ay of a 
artificer 


Vor. II 


. PORTSMOUTH. 
Fer repairs of old works and other . . d. . 
- buildings at Portſmouth, and va- 


rious places in the diviſion 


In farther part of the charge for ne- 
ceſſary repairs to complete and im- 
rove the old works round the town 

In full of the charge for completing 


the woͤrks round the Commen 


In farther part of the charge for 


completing Cumberland Fort 


Pay of a company of Royal military 


artificers — 
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3,681 18 4 


1,500 © 0 


4,039 7 © 


3,599 © 0 


1,924 1 8 


GOSPORT: 


For contingencies, repairs of barracks 
and the Fines = 
In farther part of the charge for ne- 
ceſſary repairs of the hnes at Goſ- 
port, Weevil, aud Priddyſhard 
For erecting à powder magazine, 
making a ciftern, and laying plat- 
forms, at Fort Mouckton 
n farther part of the charge to con- 
tinue the fea wall erected in the 
front of Haſler Hoſpital, to Fort 
Monckton, in order to prevent the 
ſea from breaking into Haſlar Lake, 
and for making the ground equally 
_ in all parts behind the ſaid 
W 
Pay of a company of Royal military 
Axtificers — 


1,298 


1,00 


1924 


0 
8 


- PLYMOUTH, 


Fer repairs of the barracks, lines, and 
citadel, and for repairs at St. Ni- 
cholas IHland, Dartmouth, Penden- 
nis, and St. Maw's Caſtles, and at 
Scilly Iſland, current ſervice, and 
contingencies 

To complete the repairs of the lines 

round the dock 

Pay of a company of Royal military 


artificers 


Vor. IV. 


14645 7 © 
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8,657 1 8 


ATT 127 ue 8 . IRS "= 
en NO AS MAY ae bet IOW 09s 2 og j r 
r — 8 . 

— 4 A 40 


$ 


— 
Px 


--bles -- — 22,877 1 3 

Pay of a company of Royal military oh | 

artillcers — 3 5 
8 0 F 


| Towards the extraordinary charge of labourers and 
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WOOLWICH... 


For contingencies, and repurs of bar . . d. FL. . d ; 
racks and officers quarters 964 09 A 


For erecting barracks jor officers and 
men of the Royal Horſe Artillery, 
and additional ſtorebouſes and ſta- 


ROYAL LABORATORY. 


6,000 0 6 |} 


artificets . 


| 1SLE OF MAN: | 
For repairs and current ſervice w— 3,000 0 0 } 


WALTHAM ABBEY. 


For repairs of buildings 4,000 o F 
DEFENCE of the COASTS, 
For repairing and re-eſtabliſhing the 
batteries on the coaſts, and putting Rs 
them in a ſtate of defence dee e © 
For providing temporary barracks : 
for the troops on the coaſts 10,000. 0 o 
ROYAL REGIMENT of ARTILLERY, and CORPS of | Pay of 
ROYAL MILITARY ARTIFICERS. | pat 
| e e . 
For contingencies of artillery 6, ooo o © 
For contingencies of the brigade of | 
Royal Horſe Artillery — 2,000 © 0 For th 
_  Levy-money for an augmentation of from 
200 drivers to the marching batta- 
lions of the Royal Regiment of Ar- | 
tillery | 1,050 0 © * 
Allowance for bread and additional | ; 
clothing for artillery in Great Bri- 


tain, Guernſey, and Jerſey gt 7 8 | 
| tain, Gueruſey, and Jerſey 6,291 7 Allowance | 
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wance for bread and additional C. . d. . . d. 
te for the brigade of Royal | 4 
| Horſe Artillery in Great Britain 1,943 19 2 
Allowance for bread. and additional 
clothing for the Royal ory ar- | 
tificers in Great Britain 1,768 14 © 
Pay. - five companies of Royal Iriſh 
llery, in : ſervice of Great . 
Britain, conſiſting of 500 Wen, offl=» 
cers included « "12,136 6 0 
On account for the * of horſes, 
and for the of artillery in 
England = $0,000 0 © | 
eee e 5 6 


FLANDERS. 

Pay of engineers, officers, conductors, 

and drivers, with a train of artillery 

ttending his Majeſty's ' forces in 

Flanders, alſo on account of con- | 

tingencies - 20,000 © 0 
Pay of two colupanies of Royal mi- 

N nM 5 3,848 3 4 

ws 23848 3 4 


Expedition under he add of the Earl 
' of Moira. 


Pay of engineers, officers, conduRors, and drivers, 
attending a train of artillery, alſo on account 
of contingencies | — — 18,000 0 


3 under the e of Sir 
CHARLES GREY, 


Pay of engineers, officers, cond octors, and drivers, | 
attending a train of artillery, alſo on account of 


2 — — 20,000 © Y 
| SALTPETRE. 
For the purchaſe of 200 tons for land ſervice | | 
from the Eaſt India Company = 90 of 0 
ee - ' = $998 73 TS 
Ordinaries = e . 2 


Ordinary aud extraordinarie— 701,736 3 8 
44 e 


„„ MONIES ISSUED FROM THE col. nr. | 

Dane git Dee, 1; 1 19 1 132 
6 and Service 925 43 
Unprovided "IO Land Service 61 * 82 11 8 
1793 Sea Service TI 3 6 


643,271 13 19 
| 1,345,008 2 6 
Offce of Ordnance, es Exe | — 


28th Fan. 1794. bes | 
G. BERKELY, "THO, BAILLIE, 
J. ALDRIDGE, n | 


An ACCOUNT of MONIES: iſned out of the Civil Lil 
Revenues, between the 14th February 1794, and the 5th 
April following. 


1794, William Pollock, Eſq. for F . 4 
28 Feb. pences of a Commiſſion aſs. | . 
. pointing. Lord-Hood, Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, and Major 
General O Hara, Commii . _ 
fioners at Toulon —— 139 7 6 
Ditto for a Patent erecting a | 
Criminal Court of Juriſdic- : 
tion in Newfoundland | — 111 11. 6 
Ditto for fees, &c. on the above 21 15 6—272 14 6 
7 Mar. William Chinnery, Eſq. to pay a bill drawn 
by Commiſſary Palmer, for proviſions ſent 
to New South Wales — — 31177 8 6 
Ditto for expences of an arreſt I 
of a conxict eſcaped from 
the ſhip. Pitt, at the Cape 
of Good Hope — 35 16 4 * 
Ditto for bills drawn by Ar- | 
thur Philip for the ſettle- _ | 
12 ment at New _ Wales 151 9 6 
Ditto for the paſſage of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marſden, and 
Mary Smith, to the above 


— 


i ſettlement - - 56 10 0 
Ditto for the furniture of the 8 * 
chapel at ditto — 38 


7 n ̃ ; Ditto for fees, &c. on the | 
above - * „ „ ½ $ 6-275 1 4 


4Ma 


2 


28.— 


4Apri 


Whi 


from ditto to ditto 


laity of France 


Ditto for fees on the above | 
14Mar. Mr. Wilmot, for the ring clergy and 
- 9,528 7 8 


: MONIES ISSUED FROM. THE CIVIL LIST, 


Ditto for acertificate granted 
by Mr. Bulkeley for tranſ- 
porting blacks from Nova 
Scotia to Sierra Leone 

Ditto far demurrage of a veſſel 
chartered to carry blacks 


3 15 oO 


21. —Mr. Daviſon; for dothiog, &c. ſent to 


New South Wales 


- 


Mr. Chinnery, for ditto, for convicts on 


their paſſage to ditto 


28. Mr. Cotton, to pay bills drawn 


Wilſon, for rebuildi 
Douglas harbour, in t 
4 April Ditto, for ſaid ſervice 


Whitchall Treaſury Chambers, 


April 9, 1 794. 


Senhouſe 


the pier, &c. in 


e Iſle of Man 


- 
— 


| £5 So ” Le ER 4 
- 453 19 10 


8 6—521 3 4 


452 15 8 


214 2 94 


249 © 6 
648 15 6. 


— 


15,277 9 74 


— —— 


GEORGE ROSE. 


VE CD ABER res Cf, 41 


1 - 266 J 
TOTAL of ARMY ESTIMATES, 
| | of 4. d. 

Guards and Garriſons * * 1,492,812 12 2 
Forces in the plantations » = 677,682 12 4 
General and ſtaff officers - | — 97-389 "i 
Chelſea out-penſioners « * 126,887 4 1 
Extraordinaries of the arm is .- 808,805 14 4 
Difference between Britiſh and Triſh eſtabliſh- 

ments V „ © $6279 13 4 
Troops in Eaſt India 8 „197,505 11 10 
Additionals to ditto  _ + ds 8,323 17 10+ 
Recruiting land forces and contingencies, &c. 219,:00 o © 
Full pay to ſupernumerary officers 39,118 16 7 
Allowances to the Paymaſter General, &c. &. 64,90 18 3 
Half pay and allowances to reduced officers o | 

the land forces , ß wn. $49,000. o o 
Ditto to the gfficers of the late Scotch brigade 3, oo O o 
Ditto to the officers of the American forces 60, 0 o o 
Widows' penſions — 89.91 19 3 
Embodied militia and feneibles 68,420 14 © 
Contingencies, &c. for ditto  =« - 160,000 — — 
Clothing for the militia WED - 93,653 3 9 
Corps transferred from the Iriſh to the Britiſh 

eſtabliſhment - . '- 185,667 15 6 
Scotch roads and bridges - ES 44500 0 o 
Chelſea in- penſioners - - 24,858 1 9 
Levy money, &c. for augmentations to the forces 210,000 o. © 
Foreign troops g » 969,323 0 0 


An ACCOUNT, ſhewing the Surplus of the Conſolidated Fund 


remaining in the Exchequer, for the Diſpoſition of Parlia- 

ment, upon the 5th Day of April 1794- | 

The ſurplus of the Conſolidated Fund remaining in the Exche- 
quer for the diſpoſition of Parliament, upon the 5th day of April 
1794, amounts to the ſum of Two Hundred Thirty-one Thouſand 
Eight Hundred Forty-one Pounds Sixteen Shillings and Ten- 


pence. 


Exchequer, April 8, 1794. JOHN R. MARLOW. 
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S8 STANDING ORDERS 


5 2-5 OF THE | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
i Of the 7th Day of May 1794z | | A | 


WITH RESPECT TO. 


NAVIGABLE CANALS, AQUEDUCTS, AND THE # 
NAVIGATION OF RIVERS. © ; 


— SR 4 ro 
WAH: P 41 


| | ath May 1794. 
RESOLVED, © | 5 | 
17 when any application is intended to be made to the 
Houſe, for leave to bring in a bill for making any cut or 
canal for the purpoſes of navigation, or any cut, canal, or aque- 
duct, for the purpoſe of ſupplying any city, town, or place, with 
water, or for varying or altering any ſuch cut, canal, or aquedut 
already made, or for making or improving the navigation of any 
river, or for altering any Act of Parliament, paſſed for any or either 
of thoſe purpoſes (in which bill for altering any ſuch act it is in» 
tended to give power for raiſing any farther or additional rates, 
tolls, or duties, or for varying the line of ſuch canal), notice of 
ſuch intended application ſhall be inſerted three times in the Lon- 
don Gazette, in the months of Auguſt and September, or either of 
them, immediately preceding the ſeſſion of Parliament in which 
ſuch application is intended to be made; and that ſuch notice ſhall 
alſo be inſerted in ſome one newſpaper of every county, through 
which any ſuch cut, canal, or aqueduR, is intended to be carried, or 
in which ſuch cut, canal, or aqueduct, already made, is intended 
to be varied or altered, or in which ſuch river, or ſuch part thereof 
as is intended to be made navigable, or the navigation thereof ta 
be improved, is ſituated (or if there is not any newſpaper printed 
in or for ſuch counties reſpectively, then in the newſpaper of ſome 
county near or adjoining thereto), three times at the leait, in the 
months of Auguſt and September, or either of them, immediately 
preceding the ſeſſion of Parliament in which ſuch application is in- 
tended to be made: And that ſuch notice ſhall alſo be given at the 
general quarter ſeſſion of the pcace which ſhall be holdea for every 
and each county, riding, or diviſion, through which any ſuch cut. 
canal, or aqueduQ, is intended to be carried, or in which ſuch cut, 
canal, or aqueduct, already made, is intended to be varied or altered, 
or in which ſuch river, or ſuch part thereof as is intended to be 
made navigable, or the navigation tare? ta be improved, is ſituated, 
— 1 at 


- 


2 


” 
25% WU 
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at the Michaelmas preceding the ſeſſion of Parliament in which 
ſuch application is intended to be made, by affixing ſuch notice to 
the door of the ſeſſion houſes reſpeQuvely, where ſuch general 


quarter ſeſſions ſhall be holden. 


Reſolved, That ſuch ſeveral notices ſhall contain the names of the 
pariſhes and townſhips, in, to, or through which any ſuch cut, 


canal, or aqueduct is intended to be carried, varied, or altered, or 


or in which ſuch river, or ſuch part thereof as is intended to be 
made navigable, or the navigation thereof to be bee is ſituated, 


Reſolved, That a map or plan of ſuch intende 


cut, canal, aque- 


duct, or navigation, and alſo of any intended alteration in any cut, 
canal, aqueduct, or navigation, already made, ſhall be depoſited, for 
public inſpection, at the office of the Clerk of the Peace of every 
county, riding, or diviſion, through which ſuch cut, canal, aqueduct, 
or navigation, is intended to be carried, or ſuch alteration is intended 
to be made, on or before the thirteenth day of September, previous 
to the ſeſſion of Parliament in which ſuch application is intended 
to be made; which map or plan ſhall deſcribe the line of ſuch in- 
tended cut, canal, aqueduR, or navigation, or of ſuch intended al- 
teration, and the lands through which the ſame is intended to be 
carried, together with a book of reference, containing a lift of the 
names of the owners, or reputed owners, and occupiers, of ſuch 


lands reſpectively. 


EReſolved, That before any application is made to the Houſe for 

any or either of the purpoſes atoreſaid, a previous application ſhall 
be made to the owners, or reputed owners, and occupiers of the 
lands through which any ſuch cut, canal, aqueduct, or navigation, 
is intended to be carried, or any ſuch alteration is intended to be 
made; and that ſeparate liſts ſhall be made of the names of ſuch 
owners and occupiers, diſtinguiſhing which of them, upon ſuch 
application, have aſſented to, or diſſented from, ſuch intended 
cut, canal, aqueduct, or navigation, or ſuch alteration, or are neuter 


in reſpe& thereto. 


aRefolved, That whenever any petition is preſented to the Houſe 
for any or either of the purpoſes aforeſaid, there ſhall be preſented, 
with ſuch petition, the liſts mentioned in the laſt preceding reſolu- 


tion, and alſo a duplicate of the map or plan ſo to be de 
the office of the Clerk of the Peace, as aforeſaid. 


polited at 


Reſolved, That whenever any petition is preſented to the Houſe 
for making, varying, or altering, any ſuch cut, canal, or aqueduct, 
as aforeſaid, or making or improving the navigation of a river, there 
be annexed to the ſaid petition an eſtimate of the propoſed expence 
of ſuch undertaking (in caſes where provifion is intended to be 
made for raiſing money to defray ſuch expence), ſuch eſtimate to be 
ſigned by the perſon or perſons making the ſame ; and, if ſuch mo- 
ney is propoſed to be raiſed by ſubſcription, that there be alſo an- 


nexed to the ſaid petition, an account of the money ſubſcribed for * 
ſcribers, with the ſums by 


that purpoſe, and the names of the ſub 
them ſubſcribed reſpeavely. : 


Reſolved, - 
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'- Reſolved, That whenever any petition has been preſented to the 
- Houſe for the purpoſes aforeſaid, or any or either of them, the 
Committee, to whom ſuch petition ſhall be referred, do examine, in 
the hot nr how far the orders contained in the preceding reſolu- 
tions have been complied with; and do report the ſame, at the time 
when they report the matter of any ſuch petition, as it ſhall appear 
to them, to the Houſe. 5 : 
Reſolved; That there be ſeven days between the firſt and ſecond 
reading of ſuch bills. 
Reſolved, That all perſons, owners, or reputed owners, and oc- 
cupiers of the land through which any ſuch cut, canal, aqueduct, or 
navigation, is intended to be carried, or any ſuch alteration is in- 
tended to be made, do perſonally attend the Committee to whom 1 
ſ»:h bill ſhall be committed; or if they do not perſonally attend, 
do give their certificate in writing, ſignifying that they have ſeen a 
printed copy of the ſaid bill, and do give their conſent, or diſſent, 
thereto, or declare themſelves neuter in reſpect thereof; and that 
the hand writing of ſuch owner or occupier to ſuch certificate be 
proved by one or more witneſſes before the ſaid Committee; and 
that the ſaid Committee ſhall report to the Houſe, together with 
the report of the ſaid bill, a liſt of the names of ſuch perſons who 
ſhall appear to have given ſuch aſſent, or diſſent, or to have been 
neuter, in reſpeR to the ſaid bill. 

Reſolved, That there be ſeven days between the day on which 
ſuch bill is reported to the Houſe, and the day when the ſaid report 
' ſhall be taken into conſideration. | | 

Reſolved, That, after ſuch bill is reported to the Houſe, the bill, 
25 amended by the Committee, be printed at the expence of the 
pong applying for the ſaine, and be delivered at the door to the 
embers of the Houſe, three days at leaſt before ſuch report ſhall 
be taken into conſideration. IE 
Reſolved, That the Clerks of the Peace, or their reſpective de- 
puties, do make a memorial, in writinz, upon the plan and book of 
reference depoſited with them in manaer aforeſaid, denoting the 
time at which the ſame was lodged in their reſpective offices; and 
do, at all ſeaſonable hours of the day, permit any perſon to 
view and examine the ſame, and to make copies or extracts there- 
from, ſuch perſons paying for the-ſame the uſual and accuſtomed 
fees paid to Clerks of the Peace, for the inſpection, and copy- 
ing af, or making extracts from, ſuch records in their reſpective 
offices, EEO NET 
Reſolved, That, in all bills preſented to the Houſe for any or 
either of the purpoſes aforeſaid, proviſion be made for compelling 
the perſons, who have ſubſcribed towards carrying any ſuch work 
into execution, to make payment of the ſums ſeverally ſubſcribed by 
them ; and alſo to oblize the Commiſſioners or Truſtees to take ſe- 
curity from their Treaſurer, Receiver, or Collector, for the faithful 
execution of his office. f 
gs That the ſaid reſolutions be made landing orders of this 
ouſe, 


Vor. IV. rr Ordered, - 
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Ordered, That the ſaid reſolutions be printed; and that copies 
thereof be ſent to the Sheriffs of the ſe cqunties of Great Bri 
| tain, and alſo to the Clerks of the Peace within England and Wales; 

and that the ſaid Sheriffs do take care that copies of the ſame be 


rar and difiributed within their reſpective counties and 
dliſtrict s. | 3 
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